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( Continued  from  Vol.  I.  p.  25.  J 


CHAP.  VII, 

* 

OF  THE  ANCIENT  DIVISIONS  OF  BRITAIN,  AND  THE  NAMES  OF 
THE  VARIOUS  TRIBES,  BY  WHICH  IT  WAS  INHABITED. 


THE  three  grand  dividons  of 
Loegyr ,  Cymru,  and.  Alb  an, 
or  England,  W ales,  and  Scot¬ 
land,  properly  fo  called,  did  not 
exid  before  the  Roman  conqued, 
for  to  that  event  the  caufe  of 
their  origin  mud:  be  attributed, 
but  which  was  not  fully  developed 
before  the  Saxon  period.  Ori¬ 
ginally  the  different  people  were 
content  to  have  the  natural  bar¬ 
riers  of  the  country,  the  courfes 
pf  rivers,  mountains,  and  fo- 

B 


reds  for  the  limits  of  their  re- 
fpedtive  territories  ;  and  perhaps 
in  no  indance  did  feveral  of  the 
Britifh  tribes  unite  under  one 
government  for  any  confidarable 
length  of  time,  or  were  com¬ 
prehended  under  a  common 
name.  To  each  didridt  its  in¬ 
habitants  gave  fome  appellation 
that  was  charadteridic  of  its 
appearance ;  however,  influ¬ 
enced  by  the  prevailing  partiality 
for  a  native  fpot,  it  generally 

con- 
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conveyed  an  idea  of  what  was 

J 

fair,  pleafant,  or  beautiful. 

The  whole  number  of  tribes, 
or  independent  dates  was  about 
forty-five,  at  the  coming  of  the 
Romans  into  the  ifland,  whofe 
names,  a  little  difguifed  by  a 
foreign  orthography,  were  the 


following: — 

Cantii 

Brigantes 

Regni 

Bibroces 

Ottadini 

Attrebates 

Gadeni 

Segontiaci 

Sclgovae 

Belgae 

Novantes 

Durotriges 

Damnii 

Haedui 

Carnabii 

Horeftii 

Damnonii 

Vedturones 

Taixali 

Silures 

Vacomagi 

Ordovices 

Albani 

Dimetae 

Attacotti 

Trinobantes 

Caiedoni 

Iceni 

Cants 

Coritani 

Logi 

Caffn 

Carnabii 

Dobuni 

Catini 

Huiccii 

Merts 

Ancalites 

Carnonacs 

Carnabii 

Cerones 

Creones 

Siftuntii 

Epidii 

V  olantii 

The  fituation  of  the  different 
tribes*,  and  the  meaning  of 
their  names. 

I.  The  Cantu  inhabited 
the  prefent  county  of  Kent, 
being  bounded  by  the  Thames 
on  the  north  and  the  Lem  anus 
or  Rother  on  the  weft,  and  their 
capital  town  was  Durovernum, 
Cantiopolis  or  Canterbury. 

They  called  their  country 
Caint,  an  aggregate  noun  from 
Cain,  fair,  open,  or  being  de- 
feriptive  of  its  general  appear¬ 
ance,  confiding  of  fair  or  open 
vallies  and  hopes,  and  the  ap¬ 
pellation  is  common  in  Wales 
for  regions  that  are  like  it ;  and 
this  derivation  is  corroborated  by 
the  Welfh  calling  Canterbury 
the  city  of  Caint.  They  might 
have  called  themfelves  Ceinti, 
Ceintiaid ,  Ceinti  on,  Ceintwyr , 
Ceintwys ,  Ceintwyfon ,  and  Gwyr 
Caint;  or  they  could  change 
Caint  into  Ceintwg ,  and  Ceintog , 
and  named  themfelves  Ceintygi, 
-  Ceintygi  aid,  Ceintygion ,  Ceintyg - 
wyr,  Ceintygwys ,  Givyr  Ceint¬ 
wg,  or  Ceintogi ,  Ceintogiaid, 
Ceintogion,  and  Ceintogwys ;  fo 
flexible  is  the  Britifh  language, 
and  at  the  fame  time  fo  regular  ! 


*  This  refts  moftly  upon  the  accuracy  of  Mr.  Whitaker. 


II.  The 


HISTORY. 


II.  The  Regni  refided  in 
Surry  and  Suflex  ;  and  Regnum , 
Re  gentium,  or  Chichefter  ap¬ 
pears,  from  its  name,  to  have 
been  their  metropolis.  This 
people  inhabited  a  region  very 
fimilar  in  appearance  to  Kent, 
and  the  name  was  the  fame  with 
the  difcriminating  prefix  Rhy , 
implying  the  foremoft,  or  farther 
Cantii ;  for  thus  would  the  name 
be  formed,  Rhygeinni,  Rhy- 
geinniaidy  Rhygeinni  on ,  Rhy- 
geinnwys,  and  Gwyr  Rhygaint ; 
or  without  the  mutation  of  the 
laft  letter, — Rhygainti,  Rhy- 
geintiaid,  Rhygeintion ,  Rhy- 
geintwySy  and  Gwyr  Rhygaint  • 
alfo  thus,  from  Rhygeinnwg, 
Rhygeinnogy  Rhygeintwg ,  and 
Rhygeintogy  Rhygeinnygiy  Rhy- 
geinnygiaidy  Rhygeinnygion ,  Rhy- 
geinnygwys,  Gwyr  Rhygeinnwg , 
Rhygeintygi ,  R  hygeintygiaid , 
R  hygei  ntygi  on ,  R  hygei  ntygwy  s , 
Gwyr  Rhygeintwg ,  or  Rhy- 
geintogiy  Rhygeintogiaidy  Rhy - 
geintogion,  R  hygei n t ogwy s ,  and 
Gwyr  Rhygeintog. 

Ill  .TheBiBRocESor  Rhemi , 
occupied  the  fouth-eaftern  parts 
of  Berkfhire,  from  the  Lodden 
on  the  weft  to  the  Thames  on 
the  eaft,  and  had  Bihroicumy 
Bibraftcy  or  Bray  for  their  ca- 

This  people  inhabited  a  dif- 
tri6b  covered  with  tufts  of  wood, 


brakes  or  thickets,  as  the  name 
would  imply,  if  derived  from 
Ran  a  region,  or  country,  and 
Brbg,  a  brake  or  thicket,  that 
is  Pan  Brig,  thicket  country  ; 
or  compounded,  — -  Peuvrog , 
braky  region  ;  T  Beuvrog ,  the 
braky  region ;  thence  the  in¬ 
habitants  would  be  deno- 

t 

minated  Y  Beuvrogwys, 
Peuvrogi,  Peuvrogiaid,  Pen - 
vrogwyr ,  and  Gwyr  Pan  Brog. 
I  am  the  more  inclined  to  fup- 
pofe  that  the  above  derivation  is 
right,  as  the  other  name  of 
Rhemi,  implies  nearly  the  fame 
thing. 

i 

IV.  The  Attrebates  oc¬ 
cupied  nearly  all  the  weflern 
parts  of  Berkfhire,  were  boun¬ 
ded  by  the  Lodden  on  the  fouth- 
eafl,  the  curving  bank  of  the 
Thames  on  the  north-weft  and 
weft,  and  the  hills  of  Eaft-Ilfley, 
Lambourne,  and  Afhbury,  on 
the  fouth;  and  had  Calleva  or 
Wallingford  for  their  chief  city. 

Their  name  is  thus  to  be  ac¬ 
counted  for :  Attrev,  and  Attrev- 
ad,  defcribe  a  habitation  bor? 
dering  upon  any  range  of  hills, 
woods,  or  a  river,  which  was 
the  cafe  with  refpecft  to  this  peo¬ 
ple.  Their  country  being  fo  de¬ 
nominated,  they  would  call  themr 
fel  ves ,  Attrevati,  Attreviai , d, 
Attrevigioriy  Attrcvwys ,  At- 

B  2  trevatiaidy 
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trevatlald ,  Attrevatwys ,  Attrev- 
iadon ,  and  Gwyr  At t rev. 

V.  The  Segontiaci,  in¬ 
habited  a  little  of  the  fouth  of 
Berldhire,  weft  of  the  Lodden, 
about  the  banks  of  the  Kennet, 
and  the  adjoining  north  of  Hamp¬ 
shire  ;  and  their  principal  town 
was  Vindomis ,  Vindomum ,  or 
Silchefter.  It  feems  that  their 
country  was  called  IJgwent ,  If- 
gwentwgyOY  IJgwent  og,  that  is  the 
lower  Vent  a  y  the  G  being  not 
mutable  in  this  form  of  conftruc- 
tion,  therefore  the  Romans  pre- 
ferved  it  in  this  name  ;  for  had 
the  Is,  lower,  been  not  prefixed, 
but  had  been  pronounced  fepa- 
rately — Is  wentogi ,  then  we 
ftiould  have  had  the  name  writ¬ 
ten  S  event  laci.  7 'he  people  cal¬ 
led  themfelves  IJgwent l,  IJgwent- 
laid ,  IJgwent  ion ,  IJgwentwyr , 
IJgwentwys,  Gwyr  IJgwent , 
Gzvyr  Gzvent  ijavy  or  Gwyr  y 
went  ijav ,  and  IJgwentygi ,  IJ- 
gwentygiaid,  IJgwentygi  on,  IJ- 
gwentygwys,  IJgwentwyJony  IJ- 
gwennwyjon,  Gwyr  IJgwentwg , 
and  alfo  IJgwentogi,  IJgwent - 
ogiaidy  IJgzventogiony  IJgwent- 
ogwys,  IJgwennwys,  IJgwennwyJ- 
on y  IJgwennwyJiady  and  Is- 
gwentiogi,  all  implying  the 
Lower  Gwentians ,  diftinguiftied 
from  the  proper  country  of 
Gwent ,  which  was  occupied  by 
the  Belgse. 


VI.  The  Belgje  had  all 
tdampfhire,  except  the  northern 
part,  occupied  by  the  Segontiaci , 
and  all  Wiltftiire,  fave  a  fmall 
district  on  the  north  weft;  and 
had  Vent  a  Belgarumy  CaerWent , 
or  Wincheftcr  for  their  capital ; 
and  their  country  was  the  proper 
Gwent,  or  Y  Went ,  a  name 
defcriptive  of  the  open  downs 
with  which  it  abounded. 

This  people  being  recently 
come  over  to  Britain,  and  differ¬ 
ing  confiderahly,  in  their  man¬ 
ners  and  language,  from  the 
other  tribes,  the  Romans  diftin¬ 
guiftied  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
iiland  under  the  two  divifions  of 
Aborigines  and  Bel  gw.  The  for¬ 
mer  had  migrated  from  the  con- 
tinent  at  various  times  in  the  firft 
ages  of  the  population  of  Europe, 
and  were  the  unmixed  Cymbri- 
ans .  The  Betgw  began  to  come 
over  nearly  three  centuries  be¬ 
fore  Crefar’s  invafion,  and  were 
likewife  of  Cymbric  origin,  but 
had  neceffarily  been  neighbours 
for  a  long  time  to  the  Teutonic 
nations ;  and  muft  have  con¬ 
sequently  undergone  a  confider- 
able  degree  of  intermixture  ;  as 
was  the  cafe  in  Similar  inftances 
with  the  continental  Cymbrians 
in  general,  and  the  effect  is  Sin¬ 
gularly  evident  amongft  the  Cel¬ 
tic  people  of  Greece  and  Italy  in 
particular. 
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The  Beiges  were  driven  over 

o 

into  Britain,  probably,  by  the 
preffure  of  the  German  tribes 
on  their  borders.  Their  pro- 
grefs  in  the  iiland  may  be  plainly 
marked  out  along  its  fouthern 
coafl  to  Devonfhire,  and  thence 
onward  over  into  Ireland.  That 
iiland  was  then  but  thinly  peo¬ 
pled,  and  the  few  inhabitants, 
which  were  there,  mult  have 
come  from  different  points  of 
the  oppofite  coaft  of  Britain,  in 
confequence  of  too  great  a  po¬ 
pulation  :  and  this  fa£!  is  exactly 
corroborated  by  hiftorical  do¬ 
cuments,  and  by  many  ancient 
traditions  in  Wales. 

The  Beiges  had  not  long  been 
fettled  in  Ireland,  before  they 
became  the  mod  powerful  peo¬ 
ple  there,  from  the  greater  union 
and  energy  of  their  political 
economy ;  and  the  original  tribes, 
who  lived  in  the  woods,  by 
hunting  and  tending  of  their 
docks,  and  who  were  generally 
called  Gwddyl ,  Tsgoti ,  Ysgotiaid , 
and  Ysgodogion ,  or  woodlanders, 
became  in  a  great  meafure  ab- 
forbed  in  the  mafs  of  new  co¬ 
mers.  The  original  charadler- 
iflic  of  the  dialed!,  till  then 
purely  Celtic,  gave  way  to  that 
of  the  Belgic ;  and  under  this 
form  the  colonies  who  came 
over  to  Scotland  planted  it  there, 
where  it  hill  remains,  whilft  the 
original  language  of  that  coun¬ 


try  is  become  gradually  loft, 
partly  in  the  Irihi-Belgic,  but 
more  extenftvdy  in  the  Saxon 
dialed!. 

A  regular  invehigation  and 
companion  of  different  languages 
hrongly  confirm  what  is  above 
adduced  ;  and  it  is  very  obferva- 
ble  that  all  the  names  of  men 
and  places  of  the  Belgic  Britons , 
which  are  preferved,  are  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Irijh  idiom  and  prin¬ 
ciples  of  orthography,  and  not 
of  the  T'FelJJ).  For  example,  in 
fome  manufcripts  the  Me  of 
Shepey  is  called  Ennis  Vliocht , 
or  the  Ille  of  Milk,  which  in 
Welfh  would  be  written  Tnys 
With ;  Vortigern  would  be  fo 
written  in  Irifh,  or  with  letters 
which  would  give  the  fame 
found,  but  the  name  in  Welfh 
is  Gortheyrn ,  anu  all  the  old 
manufcripts  have  it  fo ;  Vortimer 
is  alio  written  Gorthevyr ,  in  the 
Welfh,  and  other  inftances  might 
be  produced  in  fupport  of  this 
point.  Farther,  the  Irijh  diico- 
vers  a  nearer  affinity  to  the  Latin 
than  the  PFelfb ,  notwithstanding 
the  Romans  beino-  fettled  in  Bri- 
tain  for  fo  long  a  period  ;  the 
Latin  and  Irifh  have  alfo  feveral 
letters  in  common,  which  I  deem 
of  Teutonic  origin,  differing  from 
the  correfponding  founds  in  the 
JFeljh ;  the  chief  of  which  are 
r,  v ,  and  SI  in  the  former  lan¬ 
guages,  for  g >  and  th  in  the 

B  3  latter. 
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latter,  as  might  be  proved  by 
many  hundred  words. 

The  meaning  of  the  name  of 

O 

Belga  feems  to  be  preferved  in 
the  Welfh :  Belg ,  implies  that 
•which  breaks  out,  makes  irrup¬ 
tion,  or  ravages ;  fo  BeJgau , 
Belgiaid ,  Belgwyr ,  BelgWys ,  and 
Gwyr  Belg ,  might  be  rendered 
irruptors,  depredators,  ravagers, 
or  warriors, 

VII  The  Durotriges,  or 
Morini ,  lived  in  Dorfetfhire , 
and  had  Durinum ,  Durtiovaria , 
or  DorcheRer  for  their  capital. 

Both  thefe  names  are  purely 
Wellh,  and  of  the  fame  mean¬ 
ing  nearly  ;  as  the  former  im¬ 
plies  dwellers  on  the  water,  that 
is,  Dwrodrigwys,  from  dwr , 
water,  and  trigo,  to  abide  or 
dwell ;  and  the  other  was  Mo- 
rim ,  the  maritime  people  ;  from 
Morin ,  maritime,  and  the  com¬ 
mon  plural  termination  for  peo¬ 
ple  ;  or  the  name  might  be  alfo 
formed  Moriniaid ,  Morinion , 
Morinwyr ,  Monnwys ,  Merini , 
Meriniaid ,  Merinion ,  Merin- 
wys.  They  might  be  likewife 
called  Dzvrini ,  Dwriniaid , 
Dwrinion ,  Dwrinwys ;  and 
their  capital  might  be  named 
Caer  Dzurin,  Din  Dwrin ,  and 
Dwrin-evwr ,  which  would  ac¬ 
count  for  the  two  appellations 
of  Durinum  and  Durnovaria . 


The  Morini  are  mentioned  in 
a  poem  by  Taliefin ,  called  his 
Primary  Gratulation ,  in  thefe 
words : 

<fc  Dytoent  guartfrvor 
Guytveirch  dyarvor 
t{  Eingyl  yn  cyngkor  : 

<(  Guelator  aruytion 
Guy-niaeth  ar  Saefon. 

<f  O  ruyvannfion 
a  Bytaud  pen  feiron, 

<c  Rag  Fichti  ieuon, 

Morini  Brython.** 

“  Upon  the  fea  there  would 
be  coming  the  wooden  wafters 
full  of  the  tumult  of  the  Angles 
in  counfel :  figns  are  feen,  bo¬ 
ding  the  rage  of  the  Saxons. 
Of -thofe  that  are  wont  to  lead7 
let  Seiron  be  the  head,  againil 
the  lion  Pidts,  of  the  Morini 
Britons.” 

VIII.  The  HiEDUi  had  all 
Somerfetfhire  to  the  Eftuarv 

j 

Uxella ,  Bridgewater  Bay,  or  the 
river  Ivel  on  the  fouth ;  the 
fouth-weft  of  Glouceflerfhire, 
to  the  hills  of  Wotton-Under- 
Edge ;  and  the  north-well  of 
Wiltlhire  to  the  Avon  and 
Creeklade. 

The  Welfh  call  the  country 
of  this  people  now  Gwlad  yr 
Hdv ,  or  the  country  of  the 
fummer  ;  and  PIavwys,  Heivi- 
aid ’,  He  tv  ion ,  and  Givyr  Gwlad 
yr  Hdv ,  would  be  the  name  of 
the  people,  which  is,  probably 
the  original  of  Hcedui ;  unlefs 

their 
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their  country  was  noted  for  its 
honey  and  mead,  for  then  the 
people  might  be  named  Heid- 
wys,  Heidi  aid ,  Heidwyon ,  and 
Heidionwys ,  from  Haid ,  a 
fvvarm,  and  generally  appropri¬ 
ated  for  a  fwarm  of  bees. 

IX.  The  Damnonii,  had 
the  little  of  Somerfetfhire  eaft 
of  the  Thone,  and  the  parts  ly¬ 
ing  fouth  and  wed;  of  the  Ivel 
and  Bridgewater  Bay ;  all  De- 
vonfhire ;  and  the  north  part  of 
Cornwall, }to  the  Tamar  river*. 

The  original  name  of  Devon- 
fhire  is  Dyvnaint ,  and  is  very 
frequently  mentioned  in  the  old 
writings  of  Wales ;  it  implies 
the  Deeps  or  Hollows ,  which  is 
very  defcriptive  of  the  country. 
The  people  would  then  be  called 
Dyvneinni ,  Dyvneinniaid ,  Dyv- 
ncinnion,  Dyvneinnwyr ,  Dyv- 
neinnwys ,  or  Dyvneinti ,  Dyvn- 
eintiaid ,  Dyvncintion ,  Dyvncin- 
tivysj  and  Gwyr  Dyvnaint ;  or 
they  might  be  called  Dyvn'i , 
Dyvniaid,  Dyvnoni,  Dyvnon- 
wyr,  Dyvtionwys ,  and  Dyvnwys , 


all  implying  the  inhabitants  of 
the  glens,  or  deep  vallies,  and 
which  lafb  clafs  of  words  is  the 
origin  of  the  appellation  of 
Damnii ,  fynonymous  with  Dam¬ 
nonii. 

X.  The  Carnabii  pofTefled 
all  Cornwall,  except  a  fmall 
part  to  the  north  of  the  Tamar. 

The  name  for  Cornwall  is 
Cernyw ,  and  it  implies  a  pro¬ 
jecting  ridge,  or  dope,  and  alfo 
a  promontory,  and  in  the  lad: 
fenfe  it  became  the  name  of  this 
country.  The  inhabitants  were 
called  Cernyw i,  Cernywiaid9 
Cernywion ,  Ccrnyivyr,  Cernyw - 
wys,  Ce rnywwyf m ,  and  Gwyr 
Cernyw ,  or  the  men  of  the  pro¬ 
montory. 

The  above  ten  nations  inha¬ 
bited  the  Britannia  Prima  of  the 
Romans,  being  that  part  of  the 
ifland  lying  fouth  of  the  Thames 
and  the  Severn,  and  a  line  drawn 
from  Creeklade  on  the  former  to 
Berkley  on  the  other. 


*  Mr.  Whitaker  attempts  to  trace  out  the  filuation  of  a  people  called  the  Cimbr; , 
in  that  part  of  Somerfetfhire  lying  fouth  of  the  Ivel  and  Bridgewater  Bay,  and  along 
the  north  of  Cornwall,  (omitting,  perhaps  from  overfight,  the  intermediate  north 
coafl  of  Devonfhire)  as  far  as  the  river  Cambala,  Camel,  or  Pad  how  Harbour.  From 
the  name  given  to  this  tribe  being  the  patronymic  one  common  to  all  the  Britons,  and 
from  the  confufion  refpecting  this  diftriift  in  the  old  geographers,  I  am  induced  to 
confider  that  there  were  no  people  here  w  ho  went  peculiarly  under  the  appellation  of 
Cimbriy  but  that  the  Damnonii  and  Carnabii  bordered  upon  each  other  about  the 
place  traced  out  above. 

B  4 


I.  The 
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I.  The  Silur.es  inhabited 
the  counties  of  Hereford,  Rad¬ 
nor,  Monmouth,  and  Glamor¬ 
gan*,  to  the  river  Neath  on  the 
weft,  and  the  fmall  portion  of 
Gloucefterfhire,  which  is  to  the 
weft  of  the  Severn,  having  Venta 
Silurum,  or  Caer  Went,  in 
Momnouthftiire,  for  their  me¬ 
tropolis. 

The  Britons  called  the  country 
of  this  people  by  two  names, 
which  are  as  nearly  as  can  be 
fynonymousj  Efyllwg  and  Gwent. 
For  Efyllwg,  EfyJlyr ,  Bro  Efyllt , 
Gwlad  Efyllt ,  Syllwg <,  and  Syllyr , 
wane  indifferently  ufed*  all  im¬ 
plying  an  open  country  of  downs, 
abounding  with  profpects.  But 
the  appellations  of  Gwent, Gwen- 
twg ,  BroJVent ,  and  Gwlad  Went , 
were  the  moft  generally  ufed,  or 
at  leaft  have  been  fo  lately.  The 
names  of  the  people  were  Gwyr 
Efyllwg ,  Gwyr  Efyllyr ,  Gwyr 
Bro  Efyllt ,  Gzvyr  Gwlad  Efyllt , 
Gwyr  Syllwg ,  Gwyr  Syllyr ,  Ef- 
yllygh  Efylly glaid,  Efyllygion , 
Efyllygwyr,  Efyllygwys ,  Efyllyg- 
wyfon,  Efyllyri ,  Efyllyr  laid, 
Efyllyr  ion,  Efyllyrwyr ,  Efyllyr- 
wys,  Efyllyrwyfon ,  Syllygi , 
Syllygiaid,  Syllygi  on,  Syllygwyr , 
Syllygwys,  Syllygwyfon ,  Syllyri , 
Syllyriaid ,  Syllyr  ion ,  Syllyrwyr, 
Syllyrwys,  and  Syllyrwyfon; 
or  Gwenti,  Gwentiaid ,  Gwent- 
ion,  Gwentwyr ,  Gwentwys , 

*  Omitted  by 


Gwentwyfon ,  Gzvyr  Bro  JVtnt , 
Gwyr  Gwlad  EEcnt ,  Gwen  hi, 
Gzuenhiaid ,  Gwenhion ,  Gwen- 
hwyr ,  Gwenhwys,  and  Gwen - 
hwyfon . 

Their  language,  or  the  Gwen - 
hwyfeg ,  was  one  of  the  three 
principal  dialects  of  Wales,  in 
which  are  written  many  of  our 
old  books,  and  fome  of  them 
are  very  valuable. 

II.  The  Dimetre  mhabtied 
Pembroke ftiire,  Penvro  Dyved , 
or  the  proper  Dimetia  ;  Gower, 
now  a  part  of  Glamorganfhire  ; 
and  the  whole  of  the  counties  of 
Caermarthan,  Brecon,  and  Car¬ 
digan  ;  and  Murid inum,  Caer - 
vyrddin,  or  Caermarthen,  was 
their  capital. 

The  Welfli  name  for  the 
country  comprehended  in  the- 
above-mentioned  limits  is  Zff- 
heubarth ,  or  Southernland ;  and 
Dyved  or  Dimetia  is  ufed  in  a 
more  contracted  fenfe,  being;  ge- 

o  O 

nerally  applied  to  Pembroke- 
fhire  alone.  The  language  of 
this  diftrict,  or  the  Deheubarth- 
eg,  is  one  of  the  three  chief 
dialects  of  the  Welfli. 

The  name  of  Dyved  im¬ 
plies  a  region  abounding  with 
waters  or  ftreams  ;  and  it  is  very 
applicable,  as  the  country  ex- 
Mr.  Whitaker. 


tends 
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tends  into  the  Teas,  and  Milford 
Haven  likewife  divides  it  nearly 
through  the  middle.  The  peo¬ 
ple  may  be  called  Dyvedi, 

DjVediaidy  Dyvedion ,  Dyved- 
wyr ,  Dyvedwys,  Dyvedwyfon , 
and  Gwyr  Dyved ;  or,  by  in¬ 
flection,  Dyveidi ,  Dyveidiaid , 
Dyveidion ,  Dyveidwyr ,  Dy- 
veidwys,  and  Dyveidwyfon, 

The  Ordovices  was  the 
name  by  which  the  inhabitants 
of  all  the  p relent  North  Wales 
was  known  to  the  Romans ;  and 
alio  as  much  of  Shropfhire  as 
lay  on  that  fide  of  the  Severn  ; 
and  as  a  part  of  Cheshire  is  laid 
to  have  once  belonged  to  them,  it 
is  probable  that  the  Dee  was  their 
original  boundary  on  that  fide. 

I  apprehend  that  the  Ordo¬ 
vices  were  fo  denominated  in 
allulion  to  their  mountainous 
fituation  ;  as  from  the  primitive 
words,  or  and  ar,  are  formed 
Gor ,  Gorth ,  Gwar ,  Gwarth , 
Gortho ,  Gwarthav,  Gorthav , 
Gorthevjg ,  Gorthevin ,  Gwarth - 
evig,  and  Gwarthevin ;  and 
from  Gor  and  Tav,  are  de¬ 
rived  Gordevig,  and  Garde- 
vin\  and  from  Ar  and  Tav 
come  Ardevigy  Ardevog ,  and 
Ardevin;  and  all  thefe  words  are 
defcriptive  of  a  high  or  upper 
region.  Out  of  thefe  I  feledl 
Gordevig  as  moil  analagous  to 
OrdoviCy  for  the  initial  of  it  is 


& 

dropt  under  feveral  forms  of 
conhru&ion  ;  as  Bro  Ordevig * 
a  high  extending  country ;  and 
thence  the  people  would  be 
called  Gordevigi ,  Gordevig- 
iaid ,  Gordevigion,  Gordcvigwyr , 
Gordevigwys,  Gordevigwys- 
on ,  and  Gwyr  Bro  Ordevig t 
the  men  of  the  Higher  Country ,  or 
Highlanders.  The  following- 
phrafe  will  ihew  the  name  with¬ 
out  the  initial  : 

Dyma  Ordevig wys. 

Here  are  Ordovices. 

The  Ordovices  was  a  term  for 
the  mountaineers  of  North  Wales 
in  genera],  and  not  of  any  par¬ 
ticular  tribe ;  for  moil  certainly 
the  inhabitants  were,  at  leafl,  as 
much  divided  into  fmall  commu¬ 
nities  at  the  time  when  the  Ro¬ 
mans  came  amongfl  them,  as 
they  were  in  fucceeding  periods, 
when  the  names  of  feveral  tribes 
appear  in  hiflory.  I  'be  two  molt 
comprehenfive  divifions  of  this 
country  were  Gwynedd  and 
Powys ,  and  each  of  thefe  was 
parcelled  out  into  feveral  pettv 
hates,  acknowledging  in  latter 
ages,  however,  the  princes  of 
Gwynedd  and  Powys  as  their 
refpeClive  lords  paramount. 

The  people  of  Gwynedd  were 
called  Gwyndyd,  Gwyndockvyr , 
Gwyndodwys ,  Gwyneddiaid,  Gw - 
yneddion ,  Gwyneddwyry  Gwyn- 
eddwys ?  Gwyneddigiaid f  Gwyn¬ 
edd ig  ion. 
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eddigion ,  and  Gwyr  Gwynedd : 
thofe  of  Powys  were  denomi- 
noted,  Powyfi,  Powyjiaid ,  Pow- 
yfon ,  Powyjion ,  Powyfwyr ,  and 
Gwyr  Powys , 

The  Gwyndodeg ,  the  language 
of  the  Venedoci ,  or  the  men  of 
Gwynedd,  was  the  third  pre¬ 
vailing  dialed  amongft  the 
W  elfh. 

Ill  The  three  nations  above 
fpecified  were  comprized  in  the 
Britannia  Secunda  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans. 

I.  The  Trinovantes  re- 
fidecl  in  the  counties  of  Middlefex 
and  EfTex  ;  and  Londinium,  Tre 
Lundain ,  Caer  Lundain ,  Lun- 
dain ,  Caer  Ludd,  or  London 
was  their  chief  town. 

The  Trinovantes  were  fo  de¬ 
nominated  from  their  fituation 
on  the  great  expanfe  of  water, 
or  lake,  formed  by  the  Thames  , 
as  were  the  VJovantes  in  Scotland, 
from  their  dwelling  in  the  penin- 
fula  and  headland  of  Galloway. 
With  refped  to  the  Trinovantes 
I  am  dubious  whether  the  prefix 
fhould  be  Tre,  a  town,  or  Tra, 
ultra  or  beyond :  the  laft,  per¬ 
haps,  is  the  befi ;  that  is,  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  region  beyond 
the  water ;  as  they  mull  have  a 
denomination  anterior  to  the 
period  when  their  town  became 


of  note ;  and  if  that  difficulty 
were  furmounted,  another  would 
arife,  for  that  town  had  a  name, 
and  that  name  was  Tre  Lundain , 
or  Caer  Lundain. 

The  Britons  would  have  called 
the  country  beyond  the  Jlream 
Tranovant ;  and  the  inhabitants 
would  have  the  names  of  Tra- 
novanti,  Tranov  antiaid,  Tra - 
novantion,  Tranov  antwyrfY'R.K- 
novantwys,  Tranov  antwys- 
on ,  and  Gwyr  Tranovant ;  or 
elfe,  by  the  infledion  of  the 
word,  Tranov  anhi ,  Tranovan- 
hiaid,  Tranovanhon,  Tranovan- 
hwyr,  Tranovanhwys,  and  Tra - 
novanhwyfon . 

II.  The  Iceni,  Cenimagni,  Ge¬ 
nomes,  Cenomanni ,  or  Ceniman - 
ni,  inhabited  the  counties  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  and 
Huntingdon,  perhaps  the  north 
of  Bedford  (hire  to  the  Oufe,  and 
the  fouth  of  Northamptonfhire 
to  the  Nen ;  and  Vent  a  Ceno- 
mannorum,  Venta  Icenorum ,  or 
Caller  near  Norwich,  was  their 
chief  town. 

The  firft  name  Iceni ,  is  derived 
from  Cyn,  that  is  firfi,  a-hcad, 
forward,  before,  or  foremoft, 
having  Y  or  the  article  the  pre¬ 
fixed  ;  thence  the  people  would 
be  called  Cyni,  Cyniad,  Cyn  ion , 
Cynwyr,  Cynwys ,  and  Cynwys- 
on ,  or,  with  the  article,  Y  Cyni, 

&c  c. 
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£cc.  that  is,  the  firft  or  forward 
men,  or  who  are  placed  fartheft, 
or  in  the  extremity.  The  other 
name  of  Cenimagni ,  or,  more 
properly,  Genimanni ,  and  Ceno- 
manni ,  is  compounded  of  the 
Cyn  above  explained,  and  man , 
a  place,  fpot,  or  region ;  and 
with  fuch  addition  the  names, 
in  Britidi,  wrould  be  Cyn-y-mani, 
Cyn-y-maniald ,  and  Cyn-y-man- 
wys ;  but  more  correctly  com¬ 
pounded,  as  Cynvani ,  Cynvan- 
mid,  Cynvani  on ,  Cynvanzvyr , 
Cynvanwys ,  Cynvanwyfon ,  and 
Gzvyr  y  Cynvanau  ;  and  Centimes 
implies  the  fame,  being  derived 
from  6)7?,  and  A/h,  another  word 
for  a  place  or  fpot ;  that  is  6y^- 
y-mawys ,  Gynmawys ,  or  Q77- 
vazjuys,  and  Gzvyr  Cyn  Ma>  the 
people  of  the  headmofl  or  for¬ 
ward  regions. 

III.  TheCoRiTANi,  Coitani, 
and  Cor  it ,  ihould  more  properly 
have  been  called  Corani ,  as  we 
find  a  citv  belonging  to  them 
called  Ratis-Corion ,  which  fup- 
ports  the  probability  of  their 
being  the  fame  with  the  people 
called  Co  rani  aid,  in  the  Hiftori- 
cal  Triades.  That  curious  record, 
wherein  they  are  mentioned,'  is 
as  follows : 


“  evynrciudaudy  Corani  aid, 
“  a  daethant  yma  yn  oes  Lut 
“  mab  Beli,  ac  nid  aeth  yr  mi 
“  onatynt  drachevyn;  ail,  gor- 
“  mes  y  Gwytyl  Fichti,  ac  nid 
“  aeth  yr  undrachevyn  ;  trydet, 
u  gores  v  Saefon,  ac  nid  aeth- 
u  ant  drachevyn.” 

“  Three  m deflations  came 
“  into  this  ifland,  and  not  one 
“  of  them  went  away  again: 
“  the  nation  of  the  Coranians , 
“  who  came  here  in  the  time  of 
i(  Luth,  foil  of  Beli,  of  which 
<c  none  went  away  again ;  fe- 
“  condly,  the  invafion  of  the 
“  Gwydhelian  Fids,  of  which 
“  none  went  away ;  thirdly, 
u  the  invafion  of  the  Saxons, 
“  and  they  did  not  go  away 
“  again.” 

o 

Another  ancient  memorial 
mentions  tlie  Coranians  amongfl 
feven  invaders  of  Britain  .  thefe 
were  Draig  Prydain ,  y  Draig, 
Eft r aim,  y  Guyr  Ledrithiaug , 
y  Co  rani  aid,  y  Cefariaid ,  y 
Gzvydyl  Fichti ,  ahr  Saefon ;  or, 
the  Procreant  of  Britain,  the 
foreign  Procreant*,  the  Half¬ 
appearing  Menf,  the  Coranians, 
the  Cefarians,  the  Gwydhelian 
Picls  and  the  Saxons. 


“  Tair  Gormet  adaeth  i’r  vnys  Out  of  fcveral  wmrds  in  the 
Cl  hon,  ac  nid  aeth  yr  nndrach-  Britilh  tongue  limilar  in  found 

*  The  word  Draig,  in  the  original,  is  here  rendered  according  to  its  abftradt  ox 
primary  import.  See  the  word  in  Owen’i  Dictionary. 

f  The  word  Ledrithiaxug  is  literally  rendered  above;  its  general  meaning  is 
abounding  with  illufion,  ill u five,  deceiving,  or  magical. 


to 
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to  the  names  of  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  tribe,  I  am  rather  at  a 
lofs  which  to  fix  upon  as  the 
mod  applicable :  the  name  of 
Cawri  means  mighty  men, 
worthies,  princes,  giants;  hence 
Corydon,  Cory dia i d,  Co ryd- 

wyr ,  Corydwys ;  Corodon ,  Cor- 
odiaid, ,  Corodwyr ,  Corodzvys ; 
or  Co  rani,  Cor  am  aid,  Cor- 
anion ,  Coranwyr ,  Coranwys  ;  and 
Co  re  ini i  Coreiniaid ,  Corein- 
ion ,  Coreinwyr ,  and  Corein - 

wys ,  appellations  denoting  men 
that  are  liberal,  generous,  or 
lavifh. 

IV.  The  Cass n,  pofTeffed 
all  Hertfordihire,  and  Bedford- 
fhire  up  to  the*Nen  on  the  north, 
and  the  adjoining  parts  of  Buck- 
indiamfhire. 

O 

We  find  the  CaJJii  likewife 
called  Cattieuchlani ;  both  the 
appellations  are  nearly  of  the 
fame  import,  except  that  the 
laft  has  an  addition,  denoting 
that  they  lived  in  coverts  or 
woods.  The  firft  would  be  writ¬ 
ten  in  the  Britifh  language  Casi, 
Cafiaid ,  Cafion ,  Cafwyr ;  or 
Cafe i aid,  Cafeion  and  Cafeiwys , 
that  is,  men  in  hofiility,  or  men 
addicted  to  hofiility ;  the  other 
would  be  Cati-y-gwyllon, 
Catau-y-gwyllon ,  Catwylloni  Cad- 
wylioniaid ,  Cadwyllonwys ,  Cat¬ 
wylloni,  Catwylloniaid ,  and  C<z/- 
wyllonyjys,  the  battlers  or  war¬ 


riors  of  the  coverts ;  and,  lea¬ 
ving  out  the  word  Gwyll ,  a 
covert,  they  would  be  called 
Cat i,  Catiaid ,  Catvjyr ,  Cz/- 
'zcjr,  Catwyfon ;  or  Cateiaidf 
Cat  e  ion,  Cat  envy  s,  and  Cedwyr ; 
which  lafi  word  is  ufed  for  men 
of  battle,  or  warriors,  in  a  ge¬ 
neral  acceptation.  Gwyllon ,  is 
frequently  ufed  for  Satyrs,  y/>/- 
r//r  of  the  woods ,  or  fpirits  of  the 
gloom  ;  and  forne  of  the  old  poets 
have  the  fine  epithet  Cadwyllony 
or  gloomy  powers  of  battle. 

V.  The  Dob  uni  had  that 
part  of  Gloucefterfhire,  which 
lies  north  of  the  hill  of  W otton- 
Under-Edge,  and  eafi  of  the 
hills,  which  bound  the  eaftern  fide 
of  the  vale  of  the  Severn,  and  the 
low  vallies  of  Qxfordfhire  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  Thames,  down 
to  the  confluence  of  the  Tame, 
and  the  country  about  that  lafi; 
river  up  to  its  fources  in  Buck- 
inghamfhire ;  their  north-wef- 
tern  and  northern  boundaries 
being  the  fummit  of  the  chain  of 
hills  on  thofe  fides  of  the  two 
lafi;  mentioned  counties ;  and 
their  eafiern  limit  were  the  hills 
which  extend  at  forne  diftance 
along  the  fame  fide  of  the  Tame 
through  its  whole  courfe. 

The  fame  word  is  tire  origin 
of  the  names  of  tins  people,  and 
of  the  rivers  Thames  and  Tame  : 
that  word  is  Tav,  or  the  fpread, 

and 
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and  it  is  the  appellation  of  many 
rivers,  which,  like  thefe  two, 
run  along  level  vallies,  and 
whole  waters  fpread  out  much. 
The  people  inhabiting  fuch  low 
regions  might  be  indifferently- 
called,  Taveini,  Taveiniaid 
Taveinion,  Taveinwyr ,  Tavern - 
wys ,  Taveinwyjon ,  and  Gwyr  y 
Tavain  ;  or  Teivini ,  Teiviniaid , 
Teivinion ,  Teivinwyr ,  Teivin - 
w)’T,  Tcivimvyfon ,  and  Gwyr 
Teivi ,  or  the  men  of  the  fpreads 
or  Dales.  Particular  forms  of 
confbudlion  would  change  the 
initials,  and  then  the  names 
would  be  more  like  Dobiini ;  as 
Dyma  Dave  ini,  here  are  Do- 

13  UNI. 

VI.  The  Huiccii,  or  Jugan- 
tes,  had  Gloucefterihire  from  the 
borders  of  the  Dobuni  north¬ 
wards,  and  the  whole  of  the 
county  of  Warwick,  and  nearly 

the  whole  of  W orcefter. 

* 

Thefe  names  are  only  different 
forms  of  the  fame  word,  and 
mean  men  of  gallantry,  or  brave 
ones  ;  and  they  fhould  be  cor- 
redtly  written  thus,  Gwychi. 
Gwychiaid ,  Gwychion ,  Gwych - 
ivyr ,  Gwychweis ,  Gzvychweif- 
ion ,  Gzuyr  Gwychion ,  and  Gweis 
Gwychion ;  or  thus,  Gwych- 
tni ,  Gzvycheiniaid ’,  Gwych  einion , 
Gwycheinwyr ,  Gwycheinwys ,  and 
GwyrGwychahi;  andalfo  Gywch- 
einti ,  Gvcycheintiaid ,  Gwych - 


inti  on ,  Gzvychcintzvyr ,  Gwych- 
eintwys,  and  Gwyr  Gwych- 
aint.  From  the  fame  word 
are  alfo  formed  Gwychyriaid , 
Gzv.ychyron,Gwychyrwys ,  Gwych - 
yriaint ,  Gwychy  region,  Gwych - 
yroliorh)  and  Gwyr  Gwychyr. 
In  certain  forms  of  conftrmffion 
the  initials  of  all  thefe  words  are 
dropt,  which  fhews  the  affinity 
clofer;  as 

-Zgy/M  Wychi  ; 

There  are  Huiccii  ; 

Dyma  Wycheintwys, 

Here  are  Jug  antes. 

VII.  The  Ancalites  had 
the  eaftern  parts  of  the  counties 
of  Oxford  and  Buckingham,  and 
bordered  upon  the  Huiccii  to  the 
well. 

The  origin  of  this  name,  very 
probably,  is  Uchelitwys,  or 
the  inhabitants  of  the  hioffi 
grounds,  for  that  was  their  htu- 
ation,  and  were  fo  diftinguiihed 
from  their  neighbours,  the  Tav¬ 
eini ,  or  the  people  of  the  dales. 
They  might  be  alfo  called  Uchel - 
iaidy  Uchehvyr ,  LJchehvySy  and 
Gwyr  yr  Uchelion, 

VIII.  The  Cornavii,  Car- 
nabii,  or  Corinavii,  inhabited 
all  Cheffiire,  and  all  Shropfhire 
on  the  north  and  eaft  of  the  Se¬ 
vern,  and  all  Staffordffiire,  with 
fome  of  the  adjacent  borders  of 
Warwickfhire  and  Leiceder- 

diire , 
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Hi  ire  ;  and  Uriconium  or  Wrox- 
eter  was  their  chief  city. 

The  fmall  headland  between 
the  rivers  Dee  and  Merfey  is 
too  inconfiderable,  I  think,  to 
have  given  name  to  this  exten- 
five  nation,  as  Mr.  Whitaker 
would  have  it.  Not  wifhing  to 
take  great  liberty  in  altering  the 
word,  I  am  fomewhat  dubious 
from  what  original  to  trace  it, 
except  it  may  be  from  Corain , 
circling  or  winding,  and  aiv, 
li  re  a  ms  ;  if  fo,  the  people  would 
be  called  Corein  eivi,  Coro  in- 

4 

eiviaid ,  Coreineivion ,  Coreineiv- 
wyr. ,  and  Coreineivwys ,  or  the 
inhabitants  of  the  banks  of 
■winding  rivers,  names  very  ap¬ 
plicable  with  refpedl  to  the  two 
great  rivers,  the  Severn  and  the 
Dee,  on  which  their  country 
chiefly  lay. 

The  eight  nations  above  fpe- 
cified  inhabited  the  Roman  divi- 
fion  of  the  ifland  called  Flavia, 
Caefarienfis,  and  Flavia  Caefari- 
enfis,  having  the  Thames  and 
the  hills  of  Wotton-under-Edge 
for  its  fouthern  limit,  the  Severn 
on  the  weft,  and  the  Merfey, 
Don  and  Humber,  on  the  north, 

I.  The  Setantii,  Sistun- 
Tii,  or  Siftantii ,  inhabited  Lan¬ 
cashire,  and  the  fouthern  parts 
of  Weftmoreland,  having  Rhi- 


godunum ,  Cocctum ,  or  Blackrode 
for  their  chief  town. 

The  name  of  this  tribe  and  of 
the  Voluntii ,  probably,  have  re¬ 
ference  to  each  other ;  for  it 
would  feem  that  one  occupied  a 
fruitful  foil,  and  chiefly  followed 
agriculture,  whilft  the  latter 
tended  their  flocks  in  the  more 
hilly  country.  Agreeably  to  fuch 
a  fuppofltion  I  make  Syddynt , 
an  agricultural  farm  or  tene¬ 
ment,  to  be  the  original  of  the 
appellation  of  the  Setantii ;  from 
which  word  the  people  would 
be  called  Syddynt i,  Syddynt- 
iaidy  SyddyntioHj  Syddyntwyr , 
Syddynlwys  ;  or  Syddyni ,  Syddyn- 
iaidy  Syddynwyr ,  and  Syddyn- 
zuySf  from  Syddyn ,  the  primary 
form  of  the  word ;  the  import 
of  which  is  the  dwellers  in 
farms,  or  thofe  who  cultivate 
the  land. 

II.  The  A'oLAifTii,  or  Vo- 
luntiiy  pofleflfed  the  northern 
parts  of  Weflmoreland,  and  all 
Cumberland,  to  the  wall  of  Ha¬ 
drian  on  the  north,  having  Vo¬ 
lant  y>  or  Elenborough,  in  the 
latter,  for  their  capital. 

In  contradiftindiion  to  the  Se¬ 
tantii  y  the  Volant  it  were  the 
people  of  the  forefts,  deriving 
their  name  from  Gwyilainty  a 
region  abounding  with  coverts 


or 
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or  wilds  ;  and  hence  they  would 
have  the  appellations  of  G  w  y  l  l- 
EINTI,  Gwylleintiaid ,  Gwyll- 
eintioriy  Gwylleintwyr ,  Gwyll - 
eintwySy  and  Gwyr  y  Gwyllaint , 
or  the  Woodlanders.  As  the 
name  has  a  mutable  initial,  it 
approaches  nearer  to  Volantii 
under  fome  forms  of  conftruc- 
tion,  as 

Gweli  Wylleinti ynoy 

Thou  wilt  fee  V olantii  there, 

III.  The  Brig  antes  pof- 
fefled  Yorkshire  to  the  Don  and 
Humber  on  the  fouth,  all  Dur¬ 
ham,  and  little  of  Northumber¬ 
land  lying  fouth  of  the  wall  of 
Hadrian. 

Brigant *,  from  Brig ,  implies 
in  the  Britifh,  a  fummit,  or  up¬ 
per  fituation  ;  from  which  may 
be  formed  Briganti ,  Brigant- 
iaidy  Brigant  ion ,  Brigantwyr , 
Brigantwys,  Brigantwyfon , 
Brigantweis ,  Brigantweifiony 
Givyr  y  Brigant ;  and  alfo  Bri- 
geintiy  Brigeintiaid ,  Brigeintion , 
Brigeintwyr ,  Brigeintwys ,  and 
Brigeintwyfon ,  the  people  of  the 
fummits,  or  of  the  upper  re¬ 
gions. 

There  is  a  very  curious  war 
dance,  ftill  preferved  in  Wales, 
called  Gware  Brigant ,  the  Play 
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of  the  Brigant,  or  Brigantian 
Exercife. 

The  three  foregoing  nations 
were  comprized  in  the  Roman 
province  of  Maxima,  or  Maxi¬ 
ma  Ctefarienfis. 

I.  The  Ottadini  poffefled 
all  Northumberland,  except  a 
fmall  part  to  the  fouth  of  the 
wall  of  Hadrian,  all  Lothian 
and  Mers,  and  the  half  of 
Tweedale. 

• 

One  of  the  mold  celebrated 
bards  of  the  fixth  century  was 
Aneurin ,  a  chieftain  of  the  Oto- 
dini.  He  wrote  an  elegy  on 
account  of  a  fignal  defeat  fuf- 
tained  by  his  countrymen,  in 
the  battle  of  Cattraeth ,  wherein 
he  bore  a  confpicuous  part  him- 
felf.  This  piece,  which  is  ftill 
extant,  bears  the  title  of  Godo - 
din ,  and  confifts  of  363  ftanzas, 
being  the  number  of  the  Otodi- 
nian  chiefs  in  that  battle;  of 
'whom,  fays  he, 

“  There  efcaped  but  three  by 
“  feat  of  arms  ;  two  dogs  of 
“  war  from  Aeron,  Cynon 
“  fierce,  and  I  my  hallowed 
“  mufe  did  fave  from  fpilling  of 
u  my  blood.’2 


*  By  altering  the  word  to  Brygant ,  the  name  would  be  fynonymous  with  the  defini¬ 
tion  giver*  ot  the  Bibroces ,  that  is,  the  people  of  the  brakes  and  thickets. 


After 
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After  the  event  above  recorded 
the  Saxon  power  prevailed  in 
Gtodinia ,  and  Aneurin  retired  to 
the  monaftery  of  St.  Iltutus  in 
South  Wales,  where  he  pafted 
the  remainder  of  his  days. 

From  Gododin  and  Manau 
Gododin ,  the  names  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  which  imply  regions  bor¬ 
dering  on  the  coverts,  the  people 
were  called  Gob  od  ini,  Go  do - 
dint  aid,  Gododinlon ,  Gododinivyr, 
and  Godddinwys.  F rom  the  initial 
being  mutable  it  may  be  proper 
to  ftiew  the  appellation  under  a 
form  affedted  bv  it,  as — 

a  Gwyr  a  aeth  Ododin,  chwerthin 
wanar/’ 

(t  pleroes  traverfed  Otodinia,  a 
joyous  courfe.”  Aneuriu. 

II.  The  G aden i  had  the 
little  of  Cumberland  lying  north 
of  the  wall  of  Hadrian,  Tivi- 
otdale,  Tweedale  up  to  the 
Tweed,  and  Cluydifdale  to  La- 
nerk  on  the  north  weft. 

Very  probably  this  nation  in¬ 
habited  a  country  which  is  called 
Goddan ,  or  the  Groves,  in  our 
old  manufcripts  ;  for,  by  a  dif¬ 
ferent  termination,  the  name 
will  found  like  Gqdeni ,  qs  Godd- 
ain ,  abounding  with  groves, 
and  from  hence  the  people  would 
have  the  appellations  of  Godd- 
EINI,  Goddeiniaid ,  Goddeinion , 
Goddeinwyr ,  Goddeinwys ,  Godd- 
fi mwyfon ?  Goddcinweis ,  Qoddein •* 


weijion ,  Goddeinogi ,  Goddein- 
ogiaid ,  Goddeinogi  on,  G  oddeinig- 
ion ,  and  Givyr  Goddau . 

III.  The  Selqov.*;  inhabi¬ 
ted  Anandale,  Nithisdale,  and 
Galloway  to  the  Dee  ;  and  per¬ 
haps  the  fouth  eaft  of  Kyle,  and 
fouth  weft  of  Cluydifdale. 

The  name  of  this  people  is 
defcriptive  of  their  pofition  in  a 
country  upon  the  dividing  water ; 
and  it  is  the  original  from  which 
Solway  is  to  be  traced.  It  is 
a  compound  from  Sail ,  that 
branches  out,  feparates  or  di¬ 
vides,  and  Gwy,  a  ftream. 
Thefe  two  radical  words  un¬ 
compounded,  would  preferve  the 
mutable  initial  of  the  latter, 
thus,  Sail  Gwy  ;  but  otherwife 
it  would  be  written  Sqllwy  ;  the 
firft  form  accounts  for  the  g  in 
S  cl  gov  a ’,  and  the  other  (hews 
why  it  is  not  in  Solway.  There 
is  another  radical  word,  which 
is  ma ,  a  place,  very  frequently 
affixed  to  others  in  forming 
names,  and  then  it  changes  into 
va.  With  this  addition  Sail 
Gwy  would  then  be  Sall-Gwyva , 
or  Sallwyva ,  the  region  upon 
the  dividing  ftream,  which  ap¬ 
proaches  ftill  nearer  to  S  el  gov. 

Hence  the  people  would  be 

•  • 

named  Sall-Gwyvai,  Salt- 

wyvaaid ,  Sallwyvaon ,  Sallwyva - 
zvyr,  Sallwyvawys ,  Gwyr  Sall¬ 
wyva ,  Givyr  ar  Sallwy,  and 
Gwyr  ar  Sail- Gwv. 

IV,  The 
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IV.  The  Nov  antes  pof- 
feffed  the  whole  of  Galloway 
lying  weft  of  the  Dee, 

The  appellation  of  Novant 
dignifies  a  fituation  abounding 
with  ftreams,  or  in  the  water, 
and  which  is  defcriptive  of  the 
country  of  this  people  ;  and  they 
themfelves  were  called  Novanti , 
Novantiaid ,  Novan/ton,  Novant - 
zvyr,  Novantwys,  Novant - 
wyfon,  Novantweis ,  Novant - 
wetfion ,  Novantigion ,  and  Gwyr 
Novanti  or  the  men  of  the  re¬ 
gion  bordering  upon  the  water. 

The  country  of  the  Novantes 
is  mentioned  by  Aneurin ,  when 
he  enumerates  the  forces  in  Cat* 
traeth ,  in  thefe  words, — ■ 

**  Tri  llwry  Novantj 
f*  Pymmwnt,  a  pumcanf, 
tc  Tri  chwn  a  thrichant; 

*,f  Tri  ch we  chad  varchawg 
f*  Eidyn  euruchawg; 

**  Tri  llu  llurygawg* 
fl  Tri  eur-deyrn  torchawgj 
Tri  marchawg  dywal. 
iC  Tri  chant  gyhaval; 
u  Tri  chyvnaid  cyi'nar 
u  Chwervyfgynt  efgar 
11  Tri  theyrn  maon 
ff  A  dyvu  q  Vrython,’* 

“  Three  from  Novant  ;  five 
myriad  and  five  hundred  ;  three 
chiefs  and  three  hundred ;  three 
times  fix  troops  of  horfemen  of 
Eidyn  arrayed  in  gold ;  three 
loricated  hofts ;  three  princes 


wearing  golden  torques ;  three 
furious  knights,  equalled  by  three 
hundred  more ;  three  heroes 
leaping  together  onward  who 
bitterly  mixed  with  the  foes:— 
three  fovereign  kings  there  came 
of  Britons.” 

V.  The  Damn 1 1  bordered 
on  the  north  of  the  Novantes , 
Selgovce ,  i  and  Gadeni ,  being  fe- 
parated  from  them  by  a  range 
of  mountains  y  and  they  inha¬ 
bited  all  Garrick,  Cunningham, 
and  Renfrew  ;  and,  probably  the 
north  and  weftern  parts  of  Kyle, 
and  the  north  eafl:  of  Cluydil- 
dale  ;  and  the  wall  of  Antoninus 
was  their  northern  barrier. 

The  name  of  this  people  im¬ 
plies  that  they  inhabited  the  deep 
vales  or  glens  between  moun¬ 
tains  ;  for  I  imagine  that  it  is  to 
be  identified  in  the  Britifh  words 
Dyvni,  Dyvniaid ,  Dyvnwyr , 
jDyvnwys ,  Dyvnivyfon,  and  Gwyr 
y  Dyvnauy  or  the  men  of  the 
deeps.  The  root  of  thefe  names 
is  Dyvyn ,  from  which,  in  ano¬ 
ther  form,  is  alfo  derived  the 
appellation  of  the  Damnonii ,  pr 
the  men  of  Devonfhire. 

Thefe  five  nations  above 
mentioned  were  included  in  the 
Roman  province  of  Valentia. 

I.  The  Horestii  inhabited 
Strathern,  and  the  recedes  of  the 

neigh- 
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neighbouring  mountains  of  Perth 
lying  fouth  of  the  Tay. 

This  people,  probably,  re¬ 
ceived  their  name  from  the 
flrong  pofition  of  their  country, 
being  the  mod  inacceffible  part 
of  the  Grampian  mountains ; 
for  the  word  Hyrwyji ,  from 
which  I  derive  it,  dgnifies  that 
eafily  or  aptly  hinders,  that  is 
eafily  defended,  or  an  impreg¬ 
nable  barrier;  whence  Hy- 
rwy-sti,  and  Hyrivyfliaid ,  the 
inhabitants  of  luch  a  place. 

II.  The  Vecturones  pof- 
feded  all  Perth,  except  the  little 
portion  lying  fouth  of  the  Tay  ; 
the  whole  of  Gawry,  Angus, 
and  Merns  ;  and  the  narrow 
region  of  Mar  fouth  of  the  Dee. 

There  are  feveral  words  in  the 
Britidi  language,  which  bear 
affinity  to  this  name  ;  as  Gwych- 
yron% ,  brave  ones  ;  Gwythyron> 
men  of  wrath ;  Peithyron\ ,  men 
of  the  open,  or  out,  country ; 
and  Uchderon ,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  heights.  I  am  induced  to 
reject  thefe  appellations,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  a  country  mentioned 


feveral  times  by  Aneurin ,  in  the 
Gododin;  and  efpecially  fo,  as 
that  name  is  to  be  identified  in 
the  river  Erne,  and  Strathern. 
The  name,  which  I  mean,  is 
Aeron ,  the  original  name  of  the 
river  Erne,  and  of  feveral  other 
rapid  foaming  dreams.  The 
original  fituation  of  the  Veflu - 
rones  was  above,  beyond,  or 
north  of  that  river;  whence, 
accordingly,  they  would  be 
called  Uchaeronwys,  Uch- 
aeronly  Uchaeroniaid,  ZJ ch aeron- 
wyr ,  and  Gwyr-Uch aeron ,  or  the 
men  of  the  region  above  Aeron « 

III.  TheTAixALi  inhabited 
all  of  Mar  on  the  north  of  the 
Dee,  and  Buchan. 

This  nation  had  their  appel¬ 
lation,  probably,  from  Tachial , 
the  terminating  fair,  or  open, 
country  ;  a  name  nearly  equi¬ 
valent  to  the  fair  headland ; 
whence  the  inhabitants  would 
be  called  Tachiali,  Tachial- 
iaid ,  T'achialon ,  Tachialwyr , 
and  Tachialwys . 

IV.  The  Yacomagi  had  all 
Bamff,  Murray,  and  Invernefs 


*  This  is  the  original  from  which  Mr.  Whitaker  derives  the  name. 

i*  Peithyrorij  having  a  mutable  initial,  approaches  nearer  to  VeBurones  under  fome 
forms  of  conftruftion ;  as,  Dyma  Beithyron ,  here  are  Vefturones.  The  root  of  this 
word  is  Paith,  what  is  clear,  open,  or  out:  And,  hence  the  name  P/ffi,  or  Peithi, 
the  men  of  the  open,  or  out,  country;  fo,  perhaps,  with  refpe£t  to  the  bounds  of 
the  Roman  empire. 


to 
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to  the  town  of  that  name  ;  nearly 
all  Badenoch  and  Argyle ;  and 
the  {mall  part  of  Braidalbin  ly¬ 
ing  north  of  the  Tay. 

Bv  looking  at  a  map  of  Scot¬ 
land,  it  would  appear  that  thefe 
people  inhabited  a  chain  of  deep 
glens,  extending  aerofs  the  ifland. 
Such  being  their  fituation,  it 
would  be  appropriate  enough  to 
call  them  Paucymogi,?^^- 
ogiaid,  Paucymogion ,  Paucymog- 
*tyyr,  Paucymogwys ,  and  Gwyr 
y  Bau  Gymog ,  or  the  men  of 
the  country  abounding  with 
glens, 

V.  The  Albani,  or  Daninii 
Albani  were  fituated  fouth  of 
the  Vacomcigi  in  the  parts  of 
Athol  and  Braidalbin  lying  fouth 
of  the  Tay,  the  north  of  Stra- 
thern  and  of  Manteith. 

The  word  Alban  means  the 
greated,  utmod,  or  fuperior 
height ;  hence  Albani,  Alban - 
laid,  Albanian,  Albanwyr,  Al- 
banwys,  Albanwyfon ,  Albanweis , 
Albanweifion,  Albanigiaid,  Al¬ 
bani  gion,  Albanogi ,  Albanogiaid , 
Albanogion,  Gwyr  Alban,  and 
Gwyr  Albanau,  the  men  of  the 
upper  mountains. 

By  the  name  Alban  the  Wellh 
pow  mean  Scotland  in  gene¬ 
ral. 


VI.  The  Attacotti  inha¬ 
bited  about  the  extent  of  the  pre- 
fent  didridt  of  Lenox. 

This  nation,  probably,  dwelt 
on  one  of  the  extremities  of 
Coed  Celyddon ,  or  the  Caledonian 
fored  ;  at  lead  the  name  feems 
to  countenance  fuch  a  fuppofi- 
tion; for  Eitha-coeti,  Eitha- 
coetiaid,  and  Eitha-coetwysy  im¬ 
ply  the  men  of  the  extremity  of 
the  wood. 

The  fix  nations  above  fpeci- 
fied  were  comprehended  in  the 
Roman  province  of  Vefpafiana, 

I.  The  Caledon  I  inhabited 
the  interior  parts  of  Invernefs, 
the  weftern  of  Badenoch  and  of 
Braidalban,  the  eaftern  of  Loch- 
aber,  and  the  north  eaft  of  Lorn, 

Thefe  people  were  fo  called 
on  account  of  their  dwelling  in 
the  coverts  of  the  fored.  The 
Welfh  name  for  that  kind  of  a 
region  is  Celyddon ,  which  means 
literally  fecluflons,  or  coverts. 
The  appellation  occurs  very  often 
in  old  manufcripts,  and  fome- 
times  with  the  addition  to  it  of 
Coed,  Wood.  The  people  are 
generally  called  Gwyr  Celyddon , 
the  men  of  the  coverts,  or 
woodmen  ;  they  might  be  alfo 
named  Cel  YD  don  I,  Celyddon- 

C  2  laid, 
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laid,  and  Celyddonwys,  or  Cale¬ 
donians. 

t(  Avallen  beren  berav  ei  haeron 

tl  A  dyv  yrx  argel  yn  argoel  Celyddon.” 

t(  Sweet  appletree,  whofe  fruit  is  moll 
ei  delicious,  grows  in  a  fhelter  in  the  ikirt 

of  the  w'ood  of  Celyddon/’ 

Merddin. 

II.  The  Cant  a*,  inhabited 
the  eaftern  parts  of  Rofs. 

The  names  of  this  people,  and 
of  the  Cantii  of  Kent,  are  of  the 
fame  origin,  which  is  Caint ,  a 
word  defcriptive  of  their  refpec- 
tive  countries.  That  part  of  the 
county  of  Rofs,  where  the 
Canta  refided,  compared  with 
the  furrounding  regions,  is  tole¬ 
rably  open,  and  free  from  high 
mountains  and  rocks.  The  name 
of  the  inhabitants  would  be,  in 
the  Britifh  Tongue,  Ceinti  ; 
or  otherwife  Ceintiaid ,  Ceintion , 
and  fo  forth,  as  under  the  name 
of  Cantii . 

III.  The  Log i  extended  along 
the  fea  coaft  of  Sutherland,  to 
the  Ale  or  Ila  in  Cathnefs. 

The  appellation,  in  the  Bri- 
tilh,  nearell;  in  found  to  the 
name  of  this  tribe,  is  Lygi, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fenny  dif- 
tridf,  or  morafs. 

IV.  The  Carnab 1 1  inhabited 
all  Cathnefs  north  of  the  Ale. 


Thefe  people  were  called 
Cernywi,  like  the  inhabitants 
of  Cornwall,  and  for  the  fame 
reafon ;  which  was,  that  they 
were  both  feated  on  promon¬ 
tories.  See  a  farther  illuftration 
in  the  account  of  the  Carnabii 
of  Cornwall. 

V.The  Cat  ini  were  fituated 
along  the  fea  fliore  of  Strathna- 
vern. 

Some  of  the  Britons  were 
armed  with  a  fimple  weapon, 
though  a  formidable  one  in  the 
manner  it  was  ufed,  which  was 
a  club  of  about  a  yard  long, 
with  a  heavy  end  worked  into 
four  {harp  points ;  to  the  thin 
end,  or  handle,  a  cord  was 
fixed,  which  enabled  a  perfon, 
well  trained,  to  throw  it  with 
great  force  and  exadlnefs,  and 
then  by  a  jerk  to  bring  it  back 
to  his  hand,  either  to  renew  his 
throw,  or  to  keep  it  in  his  hand, 
for  clofe  a£Hon.  This  weapon 
was  called  Cat ,  and  Catai ;  the 
relative  adje&ive  to  this  word 
would  be  Cat  in ;  and  the  men 
who  ufed  it  were  called  C  A  T I  n  I , 
Catiniaid ,  Cat  ini  on,  Catinwyr , 
and  Catinwys ,  but  more  gene¬ 
rally  Cateion .  Probably,  the 
people  now  fpoken  of  were 
club-men,  and  noted  for  being 
armed  in  the  manner  above  de- 
fcribed. 


VI.  The 


HISTORY. 


21 


VI.  The  Mert.e  inhabited 
the  interior  parts  of  Strathna- 
vern  and  Sutherland. 

If  the  principal  occupation  of 
thefe  people  was  tending  their 
cattle,  which,  from  their  fitua- 
tion,  was  very  likely  the  cafe, 
they  might  have  been  appropri¬ 
ately  called  Me  I R  YD  I,  Meiri , 
Meiriaid,  Meirioni,  Meirion - 
laid,  Meirionwyr ,  Meirionwys , 
Mcirwyr ,  and  Meirwys ,  or  the 
dairy-men. 

VII.  The  Carnonac^e  in¬ 
habited  the  fhore  of  Rofs  from 
Loch  Aflynt  to  Loch  Breyn. 

If  the  country  affigned  to 
thefe  people  abounds  with  heaps 
of  looie  Hones,  or  earns,  Cam - 
einwg ,  and  Carneinog  would 
be  proper  epithets  for  it ;  whence 
the  inhabitants  would  be  called 
Carneinog  i,  Carneinogiaid , 
Carneinogion ,  Carneinogwyr , 
Carneinogwys ,  and  Gwyr  Carn¬ 
einog,  or  the  men  of  the  Hony 
region. 

But,  by  confulting  the  gene¬ 
ral  form  of  the  country,  I  am 
induced  to  believe  that  it  was 
called  Cerneinog ,  or  the  region 
abounding  with  points,  or  jut- 
tings  :  for  the  whole  coaft  fhoots 
out  in  points  into  the  fea.  From 
a  country  bearing  fuch  a  name, 
the  inhabitants  would  be  called 


Cerneinogi,  and  Cerneinog - 
iaid. 

VIII.  The  Ce rones  extend¬ 
ed  from  Loch  Affynt  to  the  ri¬ 
ver  Itys,  or  Sheyl,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Invernefs. 

The  original  appellation  of 
this  tribe  might  have  been 
Cawron ,  or  Cawronwys,  the 
mighty  ones. 

IX.  The  Creones  had  the 
river  Itys  or  Sheyl,  for  their 
northern  boundary ;  and  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  Longus,  or  Loch 
Long  on  the  fouth. 

Perhaps  thefe  people  were 

•  • 

called  Creon ,  and  Creonwys, 
or  the  (liouters,  from  their  being 
more  remarkable  than  others  for 
fliouting  in  battle:  or,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  fiercenefs,  their 
name  might  have  been  Creuony 
or  Creuonwys,  the  men  of 
blood. 

X.  The  Epidii  inhabited 
Cantire  and  Knapdale. 

Thefe  people  were  fo  called, 
from  a  word,  which  probably 
was  the  name  of  their  country, 
deferiptive  of  its  lingular  projec¬ 
tion  into  the  fea.  Tire  word 
which  I  allude  to  is  Ebyd ,  im¬ 
plying,  abftradtedly,  a  going 
from,  a  palling  off  3  and  ufed  as 
C  3  the 
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the  name  of  a  country,  would 
imply  a  place  running  out,  or 
darting  from  :  and,  according  to 
the  idioms  of  fome  of  the  Britifli 
dialedls,  Ebyd  would  be  changed 
to  Epyd;  efpecially  fo,  with  the 
acceftion  of  another  fyllable. 
From  thence,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Ebyd,  or  peninfula,  would 
be  called  Ebydi,  Ebydiaid,  Eb - 
ydion ,  Ebydwyr ,  Ebydivys ;  or 
Epydi,  Epydiaid,  Epydion ,  Epyd- 
zuyr ,  and  Epydivys, 

This  completes  the  catalogue 
of  the  feveral  principal  tribes, 
who  originally  inhabited  Britain, 
according  to  the  bell;  informa¬ 
tion,  which  the  Romans  were 
able  to  procure.  It  was  by  co¬ 
lonies,  from  fome  of  thefe  na¬ 
tions,  that  Ireland  became  pro- 
greflively  peopled ;  and  chiefly 
from  fuch  as  occupied  the  wef- 
tern  fhores ;  and  who,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  preferved  their  original  ap¬ 
pellations,  or  other  names  of 
the  fame  import.  In  Ireland, 
it  is  worthy  to  obferve,  the 
Belgre,  who  arrived  there  in 
fubfequent  periods,  formed  a  dif- 
tindfc  body  of  people  from  the 
firft  colonifts,  until  they  fubdued 
them  ;  and  then  thefe  two  lead¬ 


ing  diftinflions  gradually  ceafed 
to  exift ;  and  the  peculiarities, 
which  formed  the  Belgic  dialect 
of  the  Cymbric  language,  be¬ 
came  prevalent  among!!  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ifland*. 

Thofe  writers  who  treat  of 
the  period  in  Britifli  hiftory, 
which  I  am  now  difcufling, 
generally  run  into  two  extremes, 
equally  injurious  to  the  fubjedh 
One  party  depends  too  implicitly 
upon  the  fidelity  of  ancient 
chronicles  and  traditions  the 
other  rejedls  every  thing,  as  a 
filly  fable,  but  what  is  tranf- 
rnitted  from  the  claflic  pen  of 
a  Grecian  or  a  Roman  author. 

Guided  by  a  fpirit  of  difcri- 
mination,  much  interefling  hif¬ 
tory  might  be  produced,  by  in- 
veftigating  all  the  old  chronicles 
and  traditionary  memorials  :  and 

J  * 

by  comparing  them  with  the 
laws  and  cufioms  of  the  ancient 
Britons. 

Thus,  it  might  be  made  to 
appear,  that  the  Cymbrians ,  or, 
lefs  properly,  the  Celts,  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  tenets  of  the  bardic 
religion,  adhered  moil  firidtly 


*  We  have  iufficient  documents,  in  Britifh  hiftory,  to  fhew  what  were  the-  leading 
differences  between  the  Belgic  and  the  dialed*  of  the  original  Britons-;  and,  thoi'e 
documents  fhew  the  identity  of  the  Belgic  and  the  prefent  Irifh  language.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  in  fiance  will  ferve  to  illuflrate  the  point:  the  name  of  Vortigern  would  be 
written  Feartigearn ,  by  the  Irifh  j  but  he  is  always  called  Gortheyrn,  ox  Gvjrtheyrn,  by 
$he  Welfh, 


to 
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to  the  principles  of  the  liberty  of 
individuals,  even  to  the  preju¬ 
dice  of  general  fecurity ;  and 
that  they  were  fo  jealous  of  this 
maxim,  as  never  to  delegate 
great  power  to  a  fupreme  chief, 
but  in  times  of  imminent  danger, 
as  an  invafion  by  a  foreign 
enemy,  and  the  like  ;  and  that 
they  muft  confequently  have 
been  always  divided  into  fmall 
hates ;  and  therefore,  according 
to  their  confiitution,  that  they 
never  could  have  united  in  an 
extenfive  and  efficient  empire. 

By  purfuing  the  inquiry,  in 
the  way  above  mentioned,  the 
difputed  point,  whether  writing 
was  known  to  the  Britons,  prior 
to  the  arrival  of  the  Romans  in 
the  ifland,  may  be  fully  efia- 
blifhed  in  the  affirmative*.  It 
muft  confequently  follow  that 
they  applied  this  art  to  fome 
ufes  ;  but,  before  thofe  are  par¬ 
ticularized,  it  may  be  proper  to 
notice,  that  it  was  not  applied 
to  preferve  any  of  the  bardic  in- 
fiitutes,  either  political  or  reli¬ 
gious,  on  account  of  the  ftricl 
regulation,  which  required  every 
member  of  the  order  to  be  able 
to  recite  the  whole  from  me¬ 
mory  ;  and  which  was  done 
with  all  poffible  publicity  at  the 
hated  meetings :  And,  this  re¬ 


gular  fyfiem  of  oral  tradition 
was  fo  firidtly  followed,  that  it 
was  confidered  as  a  mofe  cer-J 
tain  means  of  guarding  againfi 
lapfes  and  innovations  than  even 
could  be  eftablifhed  from  the 
ufe  of  letters,  according  to  the 
then  confined  ftate  of  written 
compofition. 

The  principal  ufe,  therefore, 
which  would  be  made  of  wri¬ 
ting,  would  be  to  note  remark-' 
able  events,  next  to  the  record- 
ing  of  fome  particular  proofs* 
enjoined  by  the  laws,  fome  of 
which  it  may  be  proper  here  to 
mention.  The  law  of  Gavel¬ 
kind,  or  equal  difiribution  of 
property,  amongft  corelatives* 
had  an  univerfal  operation ;  and 
many  ufages  were  founded  upon 
this  law,  which  required  a  diredl 
proof  of  kindred  pedigree  for 
feveral  generations ;  and  to  at¬ 
tain  this,  with  facility,  refort 
would  be  had  to  writing.  For 
infiance,  it  was  incumbent  on  a 
man  to  produce  a  clear  record 
of  his  pedigree  for  nine  gene¬ 
rations,  to  entitle  him  to  the 
rank  of  a  freeman ;  and  confe¬ 
quently  to  his  allotment  of  pro¬ 
perty,  in  his  community.  His 
pedigree  was  then  in  fa£l  his 
title  deed  to  whatever  was  pof* 
fefled  by  him ;  therefore  thofe 


*  See  the  matter  difcufled;  ia  treating  of  the  Romaa  period;  being  the  next 
Epoch  of  this  Sketch. 
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records  were  not  the  vague  lift 
of  names,  which  writers,  unac¬ 
quainted  with  the  laws  of  the 
Britons,  have  generally  confi- 
dered  them. 

Another  inftance  of  law  ufage, 
requiring  a  clear  proof,  was  that 
fyflem  of  fine  and  compenfation 
for  crimes,  by  which  the  family 
of  a  guilty  individual  was  af- 
fedled,  to  the  ninth  degree  of 
confanguinity,  with  refpedt  to 
the  contribution  to  be  levied ;  as 
alfo  was  the  family  of  the  per- 
fon  buffering  the  injury,  in  par¬ 
taking  of  each  his  refpedtive  fhare 
of  the  compenfation  made  by 
the  other  party ;  and  which  was 
done  on  both  lides  in  ratios,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  degree  of  rela- 
tionfhip. 


Such  precautions  being  requi¬ 
red,  as  are  above  mentioned,  in 
preferving  proofs  of  kindred, 
amongft  private  perfons  ;  it  muff 
neceffarily  follow,  that  the  Bri- 
tifli  chieftains  were  not  lefs  jea¬ 
lous  of  having  a  clear  title  to 
the  fupremacy,  which  they  ex- 
ercifed  over  their  refpedfive 
tribes ;  for,  it  was  only  by  be¬ 
ing  regularly  the  heads  of  the 
mofl  ancient  families  that  they 
could  afpire  to  their  fituations. 

> 

Some  of  thofe  pedigrees  having 
efcaped  the  ravages  of  time  ;  and 
being  preferved  under  the  be¬ 
fore-mentioned  neceffity  of  be¬ 
ing  corredl,  we  cannot  do  lefs 
than  confider  them  as  curious 
and  valuable. 


To  be  continued. 
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Continued  from  VoL  I.  page  48, 


AC  yna  yrannwyt  yr  ynys 
yn  deir  ran  rwg  yrri  bro- 
der,  nyd  amgen,  nogyd  ylocrin- 
us  canys  hynav  oed  aganav 
ohen  deuawd  gwyr  groec  ylle 
penav,  fev  oed  hynny  lloygyr 
mal  ydycho  yteruvnev  o  vor  hu~ 
myr  hyt  yn  havren,  ac  oy  henw 
ev  ehun  ydodes  ar  yran  lloygyr. 
Ac  y  Albanadt  y  doeth  o  hu- 
myr  hwnt,  ac  ydodes  ynteu  oy 
henw  ehun  ar  y  ran  ev  or  ynys 
yr  alban.  Ac  y  Camber  ydoeth 
or  tu  arall  y  havren,  ac  ydodes 
ynteu  ar  y  ran  kymre  oy  henw 
ehun.  Agwedy  ev  bot  velly 
ydagnauedus  yn  hir,  ydoeth  hu- 
myr  brenhin  hunawt  allynghes 
ganthaw  hyt  yr  alban  yr  tir, 
gwedy  yryuot  kyn  no  hynny  yn 
anreithiaw  germania.  Agwedy 
gwybot  hynny  o  albanadt  ef 
adoeth  abychydic  nyuer  gyt  ac 
ev  ygeifiaw  y  wrthlad  or  tir. 
Ac  ynaybu  kyvrang  kalet  allad- 
ua  uawr,  ac  yno  yllas  alba- 
na6t  ac  adienghis  oy  lu  afoas 
hyt  ar  locrin’.  Agwedy  gwy¬ 
bot  o  locrin’  hynny,  anvon 

aoruc 


THE  illand  was  thereupon 
divided  into  three  lhares 
among!!  the  three  brothers ;  that 
is  to  fay,  to  Locrinus,  as  he  was 
the  eldeft,  and  according  to  an 
ancient  cuftom  of  the  Greeks, 
the  principal  place,  which  was 
Loegyr,  as  it  was  bounded  by  the 
Humber  fea  and  by  the  Severn ; 
and  from  his  own  name  he 
called  his  part  Loegyr.  And, 
to  Albanadtus  was  alloted  all 
beyond  the  Humber ;  and  he 
alfo,  from  his  own  name,  called 
his  fhare  of  the  illand  Alban. 
And,  to  Camber  was  alloted  the 
other  fide  of  the  Severn ;  and  he 
likewife  called  his  part  Cymru, 
from  his  own  name.  After 
they  had  continued  thus  peace¬ 
ably  for  a  long  fpace,  Humyr, 
king  of  Hynod  came  with  a 
fleet  to  Alban,  where  he  landed, 
after  having  been  theretofore 
laying  wafte  Germany.  Being 
made  acquainted  with  this,  Al- 
banadlus  came,  accompanied  by 
a  few  troops,  to  endeavour  to 
drive  him  from  the  country ,  and 

there- 
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aortic  ar  camber  yvrawt  yuenegi 
hynny  idaw.  Ac  yna  o  gyt 
kynghor  kynnullaw  llu  aorugant 
adyuot  yr  alban,  ac  yn  ev  her- 
byn  wyntheu  ydoeth  humyr  ay 
lu,  ac  yna  ybu  ymlat  kadarn  ac 
aerua  vaur  oboptu,  ac  or  diwed 
yfoas  humyr  ygeifiaw  ylogheu 
ac  ny  atpwyt  idaw  onyd  gymell 
yr  avon  y  ymvodi,  ac  ohynny 
allan  ydodet  y  henw  ev  ar  yr 
avon  humyr  ual  ydelei  cov  yr 
genedil  adeley  racllaw  ykyvrang 
hwnnw 


Agwedy  cafel  o  locrin  a- 
chamber  yvrawt  y  uudugoliaeth, 
wynt  adoethant  lie  yd  oed  Hon- 
gheu  hum’,  ac  yny  llongheu 
ycauflfant  teir  morwyn  anryued 
ev  tegwch,  ar  benaf  or  teir  oed 
effillt  verch  brenhin  germania 
adugaffei  humyr  ganthaw  pan 
vuaflfei  yn  anrheithiaw  ywlat 
honno,  ac  yna  y  kymyrth  loc- 
rin’  effillt  yn  wreic  gwely  idaw. 
Agwedy  gwybot  o  corine’  hyn- 
ny  llidiaw  aoruc,  am  ry  adaw 
olocrin  kyn  no  hynny  kymryt 
gwendoleu  y  verch  yn  wreic 
bwys  idaw,  ac  anvon  attaw 


upon  a  fevere  conflict  took 
place,  and  a  great  daughter, 
'when  Albanadlus  was  killed, 
and  his  army  fled  to  Locrinus. 
Upon  knowing  that,  Locrinus 
lent  to  Camber,  his  brother,  to 
inform  him  thereof ;  and  then, 
from  mutual  confultation,  they 
aflembled  an  army*  and  came  to 
the  Alban  ;  and  againft  them 
Humyr  came  with  his  hoft,  and 
thereupon  a  mighty  battle  took 
place,  with  great  daughter  on 
each  fide ;  and,  at  length,  Hu¬ 
myr  fled,  to  attempt  to  gain  his 
flhips ;  and  this  he  was  not  dif¬ 
fered  to  do,  but  wTas  driven  into 
the  river  to  be  drowned ;  and 
thence  forward  his  name  was 
given  to  the  river  Humber,  fo 
that  the  generation  afterwards  to 
come  flhould  have  that  tranf- 
adtion  in  remembrance. 

After  Locrinus,  and  Camber 
his  brother,  had  obtained  the 
vidtory,  they  came  to  the  place 
where  the  fnips  of  Humyr  lay  ; 
and,  in  the  fbips  they  found 
three  virgins  of  extraordinary 
beauty  ;  and  the  principal  of  the 
three  was  Eflyllt,  the  daughter 
of  the  king  of  Germany,  whom 
Humyr  had  carried  away  with 
*  him,  when  he  had  been  rava¬ 
ging  that  country.  Upon  this, 
Locrinus  took  EiTvllt  to  be  his 
bed  companion.  When  Cori- 
neus  was  informed  of  it  he  be¬ 
came  enraged,  becaufe  LocrL 

nus. 
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aoruc  ac  erchi  idaw  ydillwng 
ymeith  hi  or  wlat,  agwedy  nas 
dillynghei  kynullaw  llti  aoruc 
corine’  ydyuot  am  ben  locrin  ac 
ygymell  y  dehol  or  wlat.  Ag¬ 
wedy  gwybot  olocrin  hynny  peri 
aoruc  gwneithur  daear  dy  yn 
He  dirgeledic  adodi  effillt  yndi 
heb  wybot  y  neb,  ac  yna  anvon 
ar  corine’  y  venegi  rydaruot 
idaw  dehol  effillt  or  ynys,  a  gyf- 
fot  oet  dyd  cariat  ryngthunt. 
Agwedy  ev  dyuot  y  oet  ydyd 
ydoeth  corine’  adan  droi  bwy- 
alldeuvinyawc  yny  law  adywed- 
ud  yn  llidiawcvr  thaw,  ay  tydy 
vabyn  drythyll,  am  tremygei,  vi 
am  mereh  gwedy  geniver  gweli 
ageueis  yn  ennill  kyuoeth  ytti  ac 
yth  tat  kyn  no  thi,  ac  yn  my- 
naffu  ygyrchu  ar  vwyall,  ac 
yna  ydaeth  kedymeithion  ryng¬ 
thunt  ac  eu  tagnefuedu.  Ac 
yna  v  kymyrth  locrin’  gwen- 
doleu  verch  corine’,  vn  wreie 
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bwys  ydaw  ac  yn  vrenhines,  ac 
agauas  mab  ohoney  a  madaue 
oed  y  henw,  Ac  yn  yr  un  am- 
fer  hwnnw  yganet  merch  y  ef- 
filt  ac  y  dodet  henw  arney  hav- 
ren.  Ac  val  hynny  ybu  locrin’ 
yn  hir,  ac  yn  rith  my  net  y  ab- 
erthu  yr  dwyweu  iday  ef  ar  ef- 
f ill  pan  elei,  ac  adrigei  yno  ay 
dwy  nos  ay  teir  heb  wybot  dim 
ywrthaw  yny  delei  ehun  drach- 
evyn.  Agwedy  marw  corine’ 
y  gwrthladawt  ef  gwendoleu 
ywrthaw,  ac  ydyrchauaud  ef 
effyllt  yn  vrenhines.  Ac  yna 


nus,  previoufly  to  that,  had  pro- 
mifed  to  take  Gwendolau  his 
daughter,  to  be  his  lawful  wife ; 
and  he  fent  to  him,  demanding 
that  he  fliould  let  her  depart 
out  of  the  country*  and  fince 
he  did  not  chufe  to  let  her  go, 
Corineus  affembled  an  army, 
and  came  againft  Locrinus,  to 
compel  him  to  fend  her  out  of 
the  country.  Upon  hearing 
that,  Locrinus  caufed  a  fubter- 
raneous  houfe  to  be  made  in  a 
fecret  place,  and  he  put  Effyllt 
in  it,  without  the  knowledge  of 
any  one ;  and  then  he  fent  to 
Corineus,  to  declare  that  he  had 
fent  Effyllt  out  of  the  ifland, 
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and  appointed  a  day  of  accom¬ 
modation  between  them.  And, 
when  they  were  come  to  the 
day  of  appointment,  Corineus 
made  his  appearance,  brandish¬ 
ing  a  two-edged  battleax  in  his 
hand,  and  faying  angrily  to 
>him, — “  Doft  thou,  heedlefs 
“  tripling,  dare  to  contemn 
44  me  and  my  daughter,  after 
44  the  many  wounds  I  received 
44  in  gaining  dominion  for  thee 
44  and  thy  father  before  thee  1” 
And  then  taking  a  threatening 
pofture  to  affault  him  with 
the  battleax,  whereupon  forae 
friends  came  betwixt  them,  and 
made  peace.  Then  Locrinus 
took  Gwendolau,  the  daughter 
of  Corineus,  to  be  his  wedded 
wife  and  queen ;  and  he  had  a 
fon  by  her,  and  Madoc  was  his 

name. 
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ydaeth  gwendoleu  ynghwyn  hyt 
yngkernyw  ar  ychenedyl  yven- 
egi  yr  amharch  awnaetheffit 
ydi.  Ac  yna  ycafsant  yn  ev 
kynghor  kynullaw  llu  ydial  ar 
locrin’  amharch  ev  cares.  A g- 
wedy  gwybot  hynny  olocrin* 
kynullaw  llu  aoruc  ynteu  yn  ev 
herbyn  wyntheu,  Agwedy  dy- 
uot  y  deu  lu  ygyd  hyt  ar  lan 
avon  fturham  oed  y  henw  ym- 
faethu  a  orugant  yn  gadarn,  ac 
o  ergyt  faeth  y  lias  locrinus. 
Anaw  mlyned  ygwledychaffei 
kvn  no  hynny. 


( 
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Agwedy  cafel  ogwendoleu  y 
uudugoliaeth  hi  agymyrth  llyw- 
odraeth  ydeyrnas  yny  llawy  hun, 
ac  aberys  kymrit  effyll  ay  merch 
ac  ev  bodi  mewn  avon  aoed  yn 

teruyn 


name.  At  that  fame  time  a  daugh¬ 
ter  was  born  to  Effyllt,  and  the 
name  of  Havren  was  given  to  her. 
In  that  manner  Locrinus  long 
conduced  himfelf ;  and,  under 
the  pretence  of  going  to  facrifice 
to  the  gods,  he  would  repair  to 
Effyllt,  and  would  remain  there 
two  or  three  nights,  without  any 
thing  being  known  of  him,  until 
he  came  back  again  himfelf. 
And,  after  the  death  of  Cori- 
neus,  he  put  away  Gwendolau 
from  him,  and  he  railed  Effyllt 
to  be  queen.  Then  Gwendolau 
came,  with  her  complaint,  to 
Cornwall,  amongft  her  kindred, 
to  declare  the  difhonour  that 
had  been  done  to  her ;  and 
thereupon  it  was  agreed  in  their 
confultation,  to  affemble  an  army 
to  revenge  unon  Locrinus  the 
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difgrace  of  their  relation.  And, 
upon  being  informed  of  it,  Lo¬ 
crinus  like  wife  raffed  an  army 
to  oppofe  them.  When  the  two 
armies  were  come  together,  on 
the  banks  of  a  river  called  Stur- 
ham,  they  fhot  feverely  againft 
each  other,  and  from  the  dff- 
charge  of  an  arrow  Locrinus 
was  flain :  and,  nine  years  had 
he  reigned  before  that  event. 

After  Gwendolau  had  ob¬ 
tained  the  victory,  (he  took  the 
government  of  the  kingdom  into 
her  own  hands  ;  and  fhe  caufed 
Effyllt,  and  her  daughter,  to  be 

drowned 
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terayn  rwng  kymre  a  lloygyr, 
adodi  henw  ymerch  ar  yr  avon, 
ydwyn  ar  gov  yr  genedyl  adelei 
rac  .  llaw  ygweithrcdoed  hynny. 
Ac  yna  ydodet  havren  ar  yr 
avon  yr  hynny  hyt  hediw.  A g- 
wedy  gwledychu  owendoleu  pe- 
deir  blynyd  ardec  gwedy  locrin*, 
hi  arodes  llywodraeth  ydeyrnas 
y  vadawc  y  mab.  A  hitheu  agy- 
myrth  kyrnyw  yn  offymdeith 
ydy  hi  tra  vei  vew,  Ac  yn  yr 
amfer  hwnnw  yd  oyd  daniel 
pphwyt  yn  gwledychu  yn  wlat 
iudea,  a  nai  eneas  yn  yr  eidal, 
ac  omir  yn  traethu  oy  vardon- 
iaeth. 


Agwedy  urdaw  madaw’C  yn 
vrenhin  gwreicha  aoruc,  adeu 
vab  auu  ydaw  ohonei,  fev  oed 
ev  henw,  mymbyr,  a  mael.  Ar 
madawc  hwnnw  awledychawt 
yhedwch  dagnaued’  chwech  bly- 
ned  arugeint  ac  yna  ybu  varw, 
fev  oed  hynny  o  vlwydynet 
gwedy  dilu.  M.CC.LXXIIIL 

Agwedy  madawc  y  kyuodes 
teruyfc  rwng  y  veybion  mymbyr 
a  mael  am  rannu  yr  kyvoeth, 
agwedy  mynhu  ymlad  onadunt, 
ydoeth  gwyrda  ryngthunt  a  gyf- 
fot  oyd  dyd  y  dagneued  ryng- 
thunt.  Agwedy  ev  dyuot  y  oyd 
ydyd  y  doeth  mymbyr  odiffyuyt 
creujonder  a  Hat  mael  y  vrawt, 

ac 
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drowned  in  a  river,  which  was 
a  boundary  between  Cymru  and 
Loegyr,  and  the  name  of  her 
daughter  was  given  to  the  river, 
to  be  a  memorial,  to  the  gene¬ 
ration  that  lhould  come  in  fu¬ 
ture,  of  thofe  tranfadlions  ;  and 
thereupon  that  river  has  been 
called  Havren  to  this  day.  And, 
after  Gwendolau  had  reigned 
for  fourteen  years  after  Locrinus, 
{he  religned  the  government  of 
the  kingdom  to  Madoc  her  fon ; 
and  {he  took  Cornwall,  as  a 
provifion  for  herfelf  whilft  fhe 
lived.  At  that  period  Daniel 
the  prophet  governed  in  the 
country  of  Judea,  and  the  nephew 
of  Eneas  in  Italy,  and  Homer 
was  reciting  his  poetry. 

After  Madoc  had  been  crown¬ 
ed  king,  he  took  a  wife,  and  he 
had  two  fons  by  her,  whofe 
names  were  Mymbyr  and  Mael. 
And  this  Madoc  reigned  in  tran¬ 
quil  peace  for  fix  and  twenty 
years,  and  then  he  died :  this 
was  after  the  deluge  M.CC. 
LXXIIII.  years. 

After  Madoc,  there  arofe  a 
commotion  between  his  fons, 
Mymbyr  and  Mael,  about  divi¬ 
ding  the  kingdom  ;  and  after 
they  had  fought  for  a  while, 
fome  good  men  interpofed,  and 
appointed  a  day  of  pacification 
between  them  :  and,  when  they 
were  met  together,  Mymbyr,  in  a 
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ac  yna  ykymyrth  y  kyuoeth  yn 
eiciiaw  ehun  acblan,  ac  agym- 
yrth  creulonder  yndaw  yny  lad- 
awt  deledogyon  yr  ynys  ken- 
imvyav,  ac  adaw  y  wreic  bwys 
yr  bon  yganes  mab  ydaw  ohonei 
aelwyd  ynefrawc,  ac  ydymrodes 
y  bechawd  fodoma  yr  hon  aoed 
gas  gan  duw,  Ac  uai  yd  oed 
diwyrnawd  gwedy  y  vynet  ybcly 
mewn  foreft  ef  a  ymgolles  ay 
wyr  ac  adoeth  hyt  mewn  glyn 
coedaw.c  ac  ydoeth  bleidieu  idaw 
acy  lladaffant  ef,  Sev  oed  hyn- 
ny  gwedy  diliw.  M.CCC.  o- 
vlwydynet.  Sev  y  gwledychawt. 
XXVI.  o  vlwydyned.  Ac  yn 
yr  arnfer  hwnnw  yd  oed  faul  yn 
VTenhyn  yn  yr  ifrael,  ac  euriftie- 
us  yn  lacedemonia. 


Agwedy  mymbyr  y  kymvrth 
efrawc  y  vab  y  deyrnas,  ac  ay 
gwledychawt  pedeir  blyned  ar- 
bymthec  arugeint,  achyntav 
gwr  gwedy  brutus  aaeth  allyng- 
bes  y  ymlad  ar  freinc  uu  ef, 
ac  ef  agauas  y  uudugoliaetb  ac 
ay  daristyngawt  idaw.  Ac  yn 
yr  amfer  hwnnw  yd  oed  dauid 
brofwyd  yn  vrenbyn  yngaeruf- 
falem,  afilui5  latin>  yn  yr  eidal. 
A  gad  a  nathan  ac  aflTav  yn 
brofwidi  yn  yr  ifrael.  Ac  yna 
ygwnaeth  ybrenhin  caer  efrauc, 
Acbaer  alklut,  A  chafiell  my~ 
nyd  agnet  yr  hwn  aelwir  yr 
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fudden  fit  of  cruelty,  came  and’ 
flew  his  brother  Mael ;  and  be 
then  took  the  authority  entirely 
into  his  own  hands  ;  and  he  be¬ 
came  filled  with  cruelty,  fo  that 
he  put  to  death  moil  of  the  no¬ 
bility  of  the  iiland  ;  and  he  for- 
fook  his  wedded  wife,  of  whom 
he  had  bom  a  fon,  who  was 
called  Efroc,  and  he  gave  him- 
felf  up  to  the  fin  of  Sodom, 
that  was  odious  to  God.  And, 
as  he  was  on  a  certain  day  gone 
to  hunt  in  a  forefi,  he  loll  him- 
felf  from  his  men,  and  came 
into  a  woody  valley,  and  wolves 
came  upon  him,  and  he  was 
killed  by  them.  That  was  after 
the  deluge  M.CCC.  years.  He 
reigned  XXVI.  years  :  and,  at 
that  time,  Saul  was  king  in  If- 
j'ael,  and  Eurifieus  in  L&cede- 
monia. 

And  after  Mymbyr,  his  fon 
Efroc  took  the  kingdom,  and 
governed  it  during  nine  and  thirty 
years ;  and  he  was  the  firfi  man 
after  Brutus,  who  went  out  with 
a  fleet,  to  fight  againfl:  France  j 
and  he  obtained  the  viddory,  and 
he  fubdued  it  to  himfelf :  and  in 
that  period,  David,  the  prophet, 
was  king  in  Jerufalem  :  and  Sil- 
vius  Latinus  in  Italy ;  and  Gad, 
Nathan,  and  Aflau  were  pro¬ 
phets  in  Ifrael.  It  was  then  the 
king  built  the  city  of  Efroc, 
and  the  city  of  Alclud,  and 
the  cafile  of  Mount  Angned, 

which 
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awrhon  caftelly  morwynyon  ar 
mynyd  dolurns,  Ac  el  auu  id- 
a\v  vgein  meib  o  vgein  wraget 
aoed  idaw,  adeng  merchet  arug- 
eint.  Henwew  y  vebion  oed 
Brut’  darean  las,  Maredud,  Seis- 
fill,  Rys,  Morud,  Bleidud,  la- 
go,  Botlan,  Kyngar,  Spaden, 
Guaul,  Dardan,  Eidol,  Iuor, 
Hedtor,  Kyngu,  Gereint,  Run, 
Affer,  Plowed  Enweu  y  uerch- 
et  oedynt,  Gloywgein,  Ignog- 
en,  Eudaus,  Gwenlliant,  Gwau- 
rdyd,  Angharat,  Gwendolen, 
Tangoyftyl,  Gorgon,  Median, 
Mechael,  Ofrar,  Maelure,  Cain- 
reda,  Regan,  Guael,  Ecub,  Neft, 
Kein,  Stadud,  Efren,  Blaengein, 
Auallach,  Angaes,  Galaes,  athec- 
haf  morwvn  oed  honno  or 

j 

awelat  yn  ynys  brydein  yn  un  oes 
alii,  Gueiruyl,  Perweur,  Eur- 
drec,  Edra,  Anor,  Stadyaid, 
Egron.  Ahynny  oil  o  verchet 
a  anuones  Efrauc  hyt  ar  Silui’ 
ygar  brenhin  yr  eidal,  y  ev  rodi 
yr  gwyr  dyledoekaf  or  ahanoed- 
ynt  ogenedyl  tro.  Ar  meibion 
oil  onyd  yr  hynaf  onadunt  a 
anuonet  allynghes  ganthunt  hyt 
yr  eidal  ac  affer  ev  brawt  yn 
dywyffaw  carnadunt.  Ac  ody- 
na  yd  aethant  hyt  yn  germania, 
ac  oganorthwy  lilui’  wTynt  aor- 
elgynnaffant  ywlat  honno  ac  ay 
gvvledychaffant  hi  ohynny  allan. 
Brut’  darean  las  a  drigawd  gyt 
ay  dad  yn  ynys  brydeiny  ny  der- 
uynawd  buchet  ydat.  Sef  oed 

hynny 


which  is  called  at  prefent  the 
Maidens’  Caftle,  and  the  Moun¬ 
tain  of  Lamentation.  And  he 
had  twenty  fons,  by  twenty 
wives  that  he  had,  befides 
thirty  daughters  :  the  names 
of  his  fons  'were,  Brutus  with 
the  blue  fhield,  Maredudd, 
Seifyll,  Rhys,  Morudd,  Bleidd- 
ud,  Iago,  Bodlan,  Cvngar, 
Spaden,  Gwawl,  Dardan,  Eidol, 
Ivor,  Hedlor,  Cyngu,  Geraint, 
Rhun,  Aier,  Howel :  his  daugh¬ 
ters  were  called,  Gloewgain, 
Ignogen,  Eudaus,  Gwenlliant, 
Gwawrdydd,  Angharad,  Gwen- 
ddolen,  Tangwyfty,  Gorgon, 
Median,  Mechael,  Ofrar,  Mael- 
vre,  Cainreda,  Rhegan,  Gwael, 
Ecub,  Neft,  Cain,  Stadud, 
Evren,  Blaengain,  Avallach, 
Angaes,  Galaes,  and  fhe  was 
the  faireft  maid  of  her  time  in 
the  ifle  of  Britain,  Gweirvyl, 
Perwevr,  Eurdrec,  Edra,  Anor, 
Stadiaid,  Egron ;  and  all  thole 
daughters  were  fent  by  Efroc  to 
his  relation  Silvius,  king  of  Italy, 
to  be  given  to  the  nobleft  men 
that  were  defcended  from  the 
nation  of  Troy;  and  all  the 
fons,  except  the  eldeft  of  them, 
were  fent  with  a  fleet  of  drips, 
to  Italy,  with  Afer,  their  bro¬ 
ther,  for  their  leader.  And, 
from  thence  they  went  to  Ger¬ 
many  ;  and,  through  the  affift- 
ance  of  Silvius,  they  conquered 
that  country,  and  they  governed 

it 
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hynny  gwedy  diliw.  M.CCC.  it  from  that  time  forward.  Bru» 
XXXIX.  o  vlwynyded.  tus  Blue-Ihield  continued  with 

his  father,  in  the  ifle  of  Britain, 
until  the  end  of  his  father’s  life. 
That  was  M.CCC. XXXIX. 
years  after  the  deluge. 


Agwedy  cfrawc  ykymyrt 
brut’  darean  las  yuab  yntheu 
ydeyrnas,  ac  ay  gwledychawt 
yn  hedwch  dagnauedusdeudeng- 
mlyned  gwedy  ydad,  ac  ef  a- 
garei  gwirioned  achyuyander,  ac 
un  mab  a  oed  ydaw  oy  wreic 
briawd  alleon  oed  y  henw.  Ac 
ynaybu  varwbrut.’  M.CCC. LI. 
ann’.  gwedy  diliw. 

Agwedi  brut’  y  kymyrth  lie- 
on  y  vab  llywodraeth  yr  ynys 
ac  ay  gwledychawt  yn  hir  oam- 
feroed  yn  hedwch  dagnauedus, 
ac  ef  awnaeth  dinas  yngogled 
yr  ynys,  ac  ay  gelwys  oy  enw 
ehun  caer  lleon,  ar  henw  hwn- 
nw  adrigawd  arydinasyr  hynny 
hyt  hediw.  Agwedy  llithraw 
talym  o  amfer  yffyrthawt  gorth- 
rwm  heint  arnaw  hyt  na  allei  na 
marchogaeth  na  cherdet,  ac  yna 
y  kyuodes  kiwdaudawl  deruyfc 
yny  deyrnas  oy  lefged  ef  hyt  yn 
diwet  y  oes.  Ac  yn  yr  amfer 
hwnnw  yd  oed  Selyf  vab  dauid 
yn  adeiliat  temyl  cri.fi  yngaeruf- 
falem,  ac  ydoeth  fibilla  bren- 
hines  faba  ywarandaw  ardoeth- 
ineb  felyf.  Agwedy  gwled- 
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After  Efroc,  his  fon  Brutus 
Blue-fhield  pofleffed  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  and  he  governed  it  in 
peace  and  tranquillity  for  twelve 
years  after  his  father ;  and  he 
loved  truth  and  juflice ;  and 
there  was  one  fon  to  him  by  his 
wedded  wife,  and  his  name  was 
Leon:  and,  then  Brutus  died 
M.CCCLI.  years  after  the  de^* 
luge. 

And  after  Brutus,  his  fon 
Leon  took  the  government  of 
the  Bland  ;  and  he  ruled  it  for  a 
length  of  time  in  peace  and 
tranquillity  ;  and  he  built  a  city 
in  the  north  of  the  ifland,  and 
he  called  it  by  his  own  name, 
Caer  Leon,  and  that  name  con¬ 
tinued  on  the  city  from  that 
period  to  the  prefent  day.  And 
when  a  confiderable  time  had 
elapfed,  he  became  oppreifed 
with  a  diforder,  fo  that  he  could 
neither  ride  nor  walk  ;  and  then 
a  civil  commotion  was  railed  in 
the  kingdom,  owing  to  his  in¬ 
firmity,  which  raged  to  the  end 
of  his  life.  At  that  time,  Selyv 
the  fon  of  David,  was  building 
the  temple  of  Chrift  in  Jerufa- 

lem ; 
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ydiu  o  leon  pymp  mlynet  ar¬ 
il  geint  y  bu  varw,  fef  oed  hynny, 
M.CCC.LXXVI.  ann’.  gwedy 
diliw. 


Agwedy  lleon  ygwledychawt 
Run  baladyr  bras  y  vab,  un  vl- 
wydyn  eiiTieu  o  deugeint,  a 
hwnnw  aduc  y  bobyl  ardagneued. 
Ac  a  adeiliws  caer  geint,  a  chaer 
wynt,  achaftell  mynyd  paladyr, 
yr  hwnn  a  elwir  yn  fayfnec 
fefftvfburie,  ac  yna  tra  uuwyd 
yn  deiliat  y  gaerhonno  ybu  yr 
eryr  yn  profFwydaw  ac  yn  dy- 
wedut  daroganeu  ynys  brydein 
ar  ymadrodion  yny  mod  hwn. 

P rophywdoliaeth  yr  Erir . 

Megis  y  gwrthlat  ywen  ydreic 
coch,  velly  ybrwrw  y  dywyll 
ywen.  Dreic  aruthyr  waethaf 
athecca  ac  ochwythat  y  geneu 
oflamawl  dan  alyfc  yr  holl  ynys 
gan  y  llyuu.  O  arennev  hwnnw 
ydaa  maharen  man  ygnv,  adi- 
wyllya  dyrnodieu  ygyrn  yny 
cjwyrein.  Odyna  ydaa  yftlum 
gwenwynic  y  olwc  ac  ar  y  ed- 
rychiat  ydechryn  fyd  achreuyd, 
Odena  ydaa  llew  anefao  yr  yft- 
lum  lluchyadenawc,  ac  adan 
ylywodraeth  yllygryr  fychet 
gwirioned.  Crang  or  mor  ady- 

neffa 


lem  ;  and  Sibylla,  the  queen  of 
Saba,  came  to  hear  die  wifdorn 
of  Selyv.  And,  after  Leon  had 
reigned  for  five  and  twenty  years 
he  died;  that  was  M.CCC. 
LXXVI.  years  after  the  de- 
luge- 

After  Leon,  his  foil  Rhur^ 
Thick-fpear  reigned  one  fhort 
of  forty  years ,  and  he  conducted 
the  people  peaceably :  and  he 
built  the  city  of  Caint#,  and  the 
city  of  Gwyntf)  and  the  caftle 
of  Shaft  Mount,  which  is  called 
in  Englifh  Shaftefbury :  And 
then,  whilft  they  were  building 
that  city,  there  was  the  Eagle 
prophecying  and  uttering  the 
oracles  of  the  Ille  of  Britain,  in 
words  after  this  manner. 

The  Prophecy  of  the  Eagle . 

As  the  white  oppofes  the  red 
dragon,  fo  the  dark  will  over¬ 
throw  the  white.  A  dragon  the 
word:  and  the  faired,  the  breath 
of  whofe  mouth,  of  flaming 
fire,  from  her  licking,  will 
bum  all  the  ifland.  From  the 
reins  of  that  will  proceed  a  ram 
of  fine  fleece,  the  buttings  of 
whofe  horns  will  darken  in  the 
eaft.  From  thence  wall  proceed 
a  bat  of  noxious  afpedf,  and  by 
his  looks  faith  and  religion  will 
be  made  to  tremble.  Then  a 
lion  w  ill  proceed,  that  fliall  be 

D  brought 
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nefFa  yr  Hew  ac  adan  y  vediant 
ydivlanna  rydit  o  rydit.  gwedy 
y  troiTer  y  keibieu  yn  wayvvyr. 
Baed  danhedawc  anefla  yr  crang 
ac  awalhaa  yny  mieri  tew  ac 
alymhaa  y  danned  yngkedernyt 
ydeyrnas.  Ochwant  y  baed  y 
kynnyd  kenev  er  hwn  a  ryd  am 
agheu  ydad  megis  am  angheu  ki, 
Gwaet  ytat  agynyd  y  meibion 
ar  kyntaf  onadunt  aefgyn  yor- 
uchelder  ydeyrnas  yn  defynyd 
hagen  vegis  blodeuyn  gwaenwyn 
kyn  noe  frwyth  y  gwywa.  O 
bechawt  yr  hen  ypecha  ymeibion 
with  eu  tat,  ar  caret  cyntaf  a 
vyd  devnyd  yr  rei  ol.  Meibion 
agyuodant  yn  erbyn  eu  tat  ac 
amdial  pechawt,  emyfgaroed  a 
gyfFroant  yn  erbyn  y  groth. 
Gwaet  agyuytyn  erbyn  eu  gwaet 
yny  daruo  yr  alban  wylaw  penyt 
yperheryn  ac  anobeithus  boen 
avyd.  Yna  ydaw  kyohwrf  ka- 
darn  owynt  dwyrein,  ac  aru- 
thra  yr  gorliewin  ac  adiwreida 
holl  gedernyt  iwerdon.  Rac 
bron  hwnnw  ygoftwng  twyfog- 
ion  agwedy  y  kyngreirier  tag- 
neued  yd  ymgarant.  Dolur  adrof- 
fir  yn  llewenyd,  pan  drychont 
ytat  yngkallon  y  yam.  Ef  anefla 
luir  adifgynno  oh  at  yllew  ae 
lymder  adylla  kedernyt  haearn- 
aw!  ac  un  elechawl.  ymynediat 
hwnnw  ygedeu  normandi  ydwy 
ynys.  ac  odi.ru a wr  vodfymuded- 
igaeth  ygwehenir  ykledyf  ywrth 
ygoron.  Oachaws  anvhvndep 
y  brodyr  ygwledycha  vn  adelei 

pie 


brought  near  by  the  fire -gleam¬ 
ing  bat,  and  under  his  govern¬ 
ment  the  thirfb  for  truth  fhall  be 
polluted.  A  crab  out  of  the  fea 
fhall  come  next  to  the  lion  ;  and 
under  his  authority  liberty  of 
liberty  will  vanifh :  Afterwards 
the  mattocks  fhall  be  turned  into 
fpears.  A  tufky  boar  fhall  draw 
near  to  the  crab,  and  fhall  mad¬ 
den  in  the  thick  brambles ;  and 
he  fhall  fharpen  his  teeth  in  the 
flrength  of  the  kingdom.  From 
the  lufl  of  the  boar  a  cub  fhall 
grow  up,  which  fhall  leek  the 
death  of  his  father  as  much  as 
the  death  of  a  dog.  The  blood 
of  the  parent  fhall  nourifh  the 
fons  ;  and  the  firft  of  them  fhall 
afcend  to  the  fummit  of  the  king¬ 
dom  as  a  protedtor  ;  but  like  the 
flower  of  the  fpring,  before  its 
fructification,,  it  fhall  fade  away. 
From  the  fin  of  the  old,  the  fons 
will  fin  againfl  their  father,  and 
the  firft  excels  will  be  the  origin 
of  thofe  who  fhall  be  laft.  Sons 
fhall  rife  up  againfl  their  father ; 
and  for  the  vengeance  of  fin, 
the  bowels  fhall  be  agitated 
agrainft  the  womb.  Blood  fhall 
rife  againfl;  their  blood  until 
Alban  fhall  mourn  the  afflidfion 
of  the  pilgrim,  and  there  fhall 
be  hopelefs  pain ;  then  fir  all 
come  a  mighty  tumult  of  an 
eaft  wind,  and  fhall  rufh  towards 
the  weft,  and  fhall  eradicate  all 
the  flrength  of  Ireland.  Before 
that  princes  fhail  bow ;  and  af¬ 
ter 
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ole  arall.  Kerbyt  ypymet  adreig- 
lir  yr  petweryd  agwedy  y  dyr- 
chauer  ylluneu  priawt  yfarret 
aetiaug  afathyr  yteyrnafToed,  yn 
dydyev  divvethaf  ydreic  wen 
Ygwefgerir  yhetivet  yn  deir  ran, 
ran  adyn  yr  pwyl  odwyreiniawl 
fwllt  ykyuoethogir,  ran  adifgin 
y  iwerdon,  o  orllewiniawl  ar~ 
dymyr  ydigrifheir,  ydryded  ran 
adric  yn  ywlat  dielw  agorwac 
ykeffir,  Tanawl  beleu  adifgin 
ordwyrein  allydaw  yny  kylch 
ogylch  alynga.  Wrth  ylluver 
yd  ehetta  adar  yr  ynys,  arrei 
mwyaf  onadunt  wedy  yd  ennyn- 
ner  eu  hefgyll  adigwydant  yn 
dalyedigaeth.  Or  tan  hwnnw 
ygenirgwreichionen ;  ac  oe  chy- 
nwrf  y  dechrynant  yr  yny  (fed, 
yngwyd  yrei  mwiaf  ygwelir  yr 
abfent ;  ar  eil  mynedyat  avyd 
gwaeth  nor  kyntaf.  Gwedy  bo 
marvv  llew  ywirioned,  ykyyyt 
vbrenhyn  gwyn  bonhedic  yn 
ynys  brydein  yn  gyntaf  yn  ehe- 
dec,  odena  yn  marchogaeth, 
odena  yn  difgynnu,  ac  yny  dif- 
gynyat  hwnnw  ykeir  ef  yny 
glud.  Odena  ydygir  ac  adang- 
offir  abys  ac  ydywedir  mae 
ybrenhin  gwyn  bonhedic,  Yna 
y  kynullir  y  vydin  ev  agwyflyl 
droflaw  agymerir,  ac  yna  ybyd 
porthmanyaeth  ydynyon  megys 
am  eidion  neu  am  dauat,  ac 
ymendaat  hynny  ageifir  ac  ny 
byd  yr  un ;  onyt  pen  dros  pen. 
Ac  yna  y  kyuy t  ygwyn  ac  ydaa  yr 
He  ykyuyt  yr  heul,  ar  lie  digwyd 

heul 


ter  peace  fhall  be  agreed  upon, 
they  ihall  become  friendly  to 
each  other.  Grief  fhall  be  turned 
to  gladnefs,  when  they  lhall 
wound  the  father  in  the  womb 
of  his  mother.  There  ihall 
come  next  a  timid  one  that  fliall 
defcend  from  the  feed  of  the 
lion ;  and  his  fharpnefs  fliall 
pierce  through  iron  powers  with 
that  which  is  weak.  In  the 
going  forth  of  that  Normandy 
will  leave  the  two  iflands ;  and 
from  the  extraordinary  manner 
of  the  movement  the  fword  fliall 
be  feparated  from  the  crown. 
On  account  of  the  diffention  of 
the  borders  there  fliall  reign  one 
that  comes  from  another  place. 
The  chariot  of  the  fifth  fhall  be 
turned  to  the  fourth  ,  and  after 
the  appropriate  pictures  fliall  be 
raifed  up  for  infult,  a  blufterer 
fhall  trample  the  kingdoms.  In 
the  laft  days  of  the  white  dragon, 
her  progeny  fhall  be  divided  into 
three  parts  :  a  part  fliall  draw 
towards  Poland  ;  with  oriental 
wealth  it  fliall  be  enriched ;  a 
part  fhall  defcend  into  Ireland  ; 
with  weflern  temperature  it 
fhall  be  rendered  happy ;  the 
third  part  fhall  dwell  in  the  coun¬ 
try  that  fhall  be  found  unpro¬ 
fitable  and  empty.  Fiery  balls 
fhall  fall  from  the  eafl ;  and 
Brittany  round  about  fliall  be 
fwallowed  up.  By  their  light 
birds  fliall  fly  into  the  ifland  ;  and 
the  largefl  of  them,  when  their 
D  2  wings 
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heul  arrall,  yna  ydywedir  yn 
ynys  brydein  brenhin  na  vrenhin. 
Gwedy  hynny  ydyrcheif  yben  ac 
ydengis  yuot  yn  vrenhin  ar  lawer 
o  weithredoed  dybryt,  ac  nyd 
arun  elwedic.  Gwedy  torrer 
llawer  ny  byd  atkyweirdeb,  yna 
ybyd  byt  ybarcuttanot ;  adycko 
pawb  ydreis  avyd  eidaw  ehun 
ahynny  abery  feith  mlyned.  Ac 
yna  ybyd  treis  agordineu  gwaet, 
ar  fyrnev  agyfflybir  yr  eglwifeu, 
ar  hyn  aheo„un  arall  ay  met,  ac 
ar  y  uuched  druan  ygoruyd  ang- 
heu  ac  yn  ychydic  odynyon 
ybyd  kariat  kyuan.  Ar  hyn 
agyngreirer  ar  ofber  ybore  y- 
llygrir.  Odena  ydaw  or  deheu 
ar  veirch  pren  ar  ewyn  mor  kyw 
eryr  ac  ymordwya  ac  ydaw  y 
ynys  brydein  yr  tir,  ac  yny  lie 
ef  afaetha  y  dy  yr  eryr,  ac  ay- 
go  refgyn,  ac  yna  ybyd  ryuel  yn 
ynys  brydein  blwydyn  ahanner, 
ac  yna  ny  thal  dym  dwyn  kyfne- 
wit,  namyn  paub  abrydera  pa 
furyf  ykattwo  yr  eidiaw  ehun  ac 
ykeifio  da  arall.  Odena  ydaa 
ybrenhin  gwyn  bonhedic  tu  ar- 
gorllewyn  ay  vydin  yny  gylch 
yr  henn  lie  gar  Haw  ydwfyr  re- 
degauc,  ac  yna  yda  y  elynion 
yny  erbyn,  ac  y  lluniethir  pawb 
yny  le  yny  gylch  ef.  Allu  y 
elynion  afurfheir  ar  bon  taryan. 
Yna  yd  ymledir  oc  eu  taleu  ac 
eu  hyftlyfleu,  ac  yna  y  llithyr 
ybrenhin  gwyn  bonhedic  yr  awel. 
Odena  y  nytha  kyw  yrf,erir  yn- 
goruchelder  kreigeu  boll  ynys 

brydein, 


wings  (hall  be  kindled,  will  fall 
and  be  caught.  From  that  fire 
a  fpark  fhall  be  produced  ;  and 
by  its  tumult  the  illands  will  be 
made  to  tremble.  In  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  greateft  ones  will  be 
feen  the  abfent ;  and  the  fecond 
going  (hall  be  worft  than  the  firft. 
After  the  death  of  the  lion  of 
righteoufnefs,  there  Fhall  a  rife 
the  white  illuftrious  king  in 
the  file  of  Britain,  firft  flying, 
then  riding,  then  coming  down ; 
and  from  that  defcent  he  will 
be  caught  in  the  fnare.  Then 
he  will  be  brought,  and  will 
be  pointed  at  with  the  fin¬ 
ger,  and  it  will  be  faid,  be¬ 
hold  the  white  illuftrious  king. 
Then  his  army  will  be  affem- 
bled,  and  hoftage  wrill  be  taken 
for  him  ;  and  then  there  will  be 
dealing  for  men,  as  if  for  a  bul¬ 
lock  or  for  a  fheep  ;  and  redrefs 
for  that  will  be  tried  for,  and 
there  will  be  none,  but  every 
thing  in  confufion.  And  then 
the  white  one  will  afcend,  and 
will  go  to  where  the  fun  rifes, 
and  where  the  fun  again  goes 
down  ;  then  it  will  be  faid  in 
the  ifle  of  Britain,  a  king  or  no 
king.  Afterwards  he  will  raife 
up  his  head,  and  will  fhew  that 
he  is  king  over  many  tremendous 
works,  and  not  over  any  tran- 
fient  one.  After  the  breaking 
down  of  much  there  (hall  be  no 
reparation  ;  then  fhall  be  the 
world  of  the  vultures ;  what 

every 
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ny  daw  ynteu  ar  heneint,  yna 
gogonyanus  fynniant  ny  oclef 
amreint  na  farhaet  idaw.  agwedy 
ytagnauetter  ydeyrnas  ydigwyd. 


every  one  fhall  take  by  force  will 
be  Ills  Own  property ;  and  that 
fhall  laft  for  feven  years.  And 
then  there  fhall  be  violence  and 
fpilling  of  blood  ;  and  the  fur¬ 
naces  fhall  be  compared  to  the 
churches  ;  and  what  one  fhall 
fow  another  will  reap  ;  and  over 
that  wretched  hate  death  fhall 
prevail ;  and  amongft  few  men 
will  there  be  true  friendfhip  ;  and 
what  fhall  be  covenanted  at 
night  will  be  tranfgrefTed  in  the 
morning*  Then  fhall  come  from 
the  fouth,  on  wooden  wafters 
over  the  foam  of  the  fea,  the 
chick  of  an  eagle,  and  he  fhall 
fleer  his  courfe,  and  fhall  land 
in  the  ifland  of  Britain  ;  and  on 
the  fpot  he  fhall  fhoot  towards 
the  houfe  of  the  eagle*  and  fhall 
overcome  him  ;  and  then  there 
fhall  be  war  in  the  ifle  of  Bri¬ 
tain  for  a  year  and  a  half ;  and 
then  it  will  be  ufelels  to  carry  on 
exchange,  but  every  one  will  be 
contriving  by  what  means  he 
may  keep  his  own,  and  may  ob¬ 
tain  the  property  of  another. 
Then  the  white  illuflrious  king 
fhall  go  towards  the  weft,  writh 
his  hoft  about  him,  to  the  old 
place  contiguous  to  fome  run¬ 
ning  water  ;  and  there  his  ene¬ 
mies  will  go  againft  him ;  and 
every  one  will  be  difpofed  in  his 
place  round  him.  The  army 
of  his  enemies  will  be  formed  on 
the  bafe  of  a  hill.  Then  there 
will  be  fighting,  as  well  in  their 
D  3  fronts 
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Ac  ynyr  amfef  hwnnw  yd  oed 
capis  filui’  yn  vrenhin  yn  yr 
eidial,  ac  aggeus  ac  amos  ahieu 
aioel  azacharias  yn  brofwydi  yn 
yr  ifrael,  a  lelyv  ab  dd.  yn 
gaeruffalem.  ac  y na yteruy nawd 
buchet  Run.  fev  oed  liyriny 
gwedy  diliw.  M,  CCCC.  XV. 
inlyned. 

A  gwedy  Run  ydoeth  Bleidud 
y  uab  ynteu  ac  y  bu  yn  vrenhin 
ugeint  mlyned.  Ahwnnw  aad- 
eilws  caer  vadon  ac  aoruc  yndi 
yr  enneint  twymynyr  medegynn- 
iaeth  ac  ardymhyr  yr  rei  marvv- 
aul.  Ar  gwehhret  hwnnw  a 
aberthws  ef  yr  dwywes  aelwit 
minerua.  Ac  adan  yr  enneint 
hwnnw  ygyffodes  ef  tan  andif- 
odedic  byth  nac  yn  wreichron 
nac  yn  lludu,  namyn  pan 
dechreuo  difodi  yna  ydechreu  y 
enni  onewyd  yn  belienev  kerric 
tanvydaul.  Ac  yn  yr  amfer 
hwnnw  ygwediws  hehas  brof- 


fronts  as  in  their  flanks,  and* 
then  the  white  illuftrious  king 
will  glide  into  the  air.  After- 
Wards  the  chick  of  the  eagle 
fhallneftle  in  the  fummits  of  the 
rocks  of  all  the  ifland  of  Britain  : 
he  fliall  not  fall  when  young, 
neither  {hall  he  attain  to  old  age. 
Then  glorious  profperity  flrali 
not  permit  nor  difgrace  nor  in- 
full  to  him  :  and,  after  the  king¬ 
dom  lliall  be  tranquillized  he 
fliall  fall. 

And  at  that  time' were  Capis 
Silvius  king  in  Italy,  and  Ag¬ 
geus,  and  Amos,  and  Hieu,  and 
Joel,  and  Zacharias,  prophets 
in  Ifrael,  and  Selyv  fon  of 
David  in  Jerufalem.  And  then 
the  life  of  Rhun  concluded  r 
that  was  after  the  deluge. 
M.  CCCC.  XV.  years.- 

And  after  Rhun  came  Bleiddud 
his  fon,  and  he  was  king  during 
twenty  years.  And  that  perion 
built  the  city  of  Badon ;  and 
procured  in  it  the  warm  undlion, 
for  the  cure  and  relief  of  thofe 
that  were  mortal.  And  that 
adtion  he  confecrated  to  the 
goddefs  who  was  called  Minerva. 
Under  that  undfion  he  placed  a 
fire,  never  extinguifhing  in  fparks 
or  in  allies  ^  but  when  it  Ihould 
begin  to  go  out,  then  its  force 
would  be  again  renewed  in  fiery 
balls  of  hone.  And,  at  that 
period  Hehas  the  prophet  prayed, 

that 


HISTORY. 


39 


xvid  hyt  na  bei  law  yn  gwlad 
gaeruffalem,  ac  y  bu  hep  dyuot 
glaw  chwemis  atheir  blyned  ar 
un  tu,  odial  enwired  ar  y  bobil. 
Ac  ydaeth  pawb  ydorweftu  ac 
yprofeffio  ac  ywediaw  yny 
gaulfant  ardymhyrafrwithlonder 
yr  daear  megis  ygnotae  gynt. 
Ac  efhrelith  vu  ybleidud  hwnnw 
yngkeluydyt  nigromans,  ac  yn 
llawer  ogeluydodeu  ereill,  ac  ny 
orfwiflei  byth  odechmygu  am- 
mriuaiiion  keluydodeu  achyw- 
reinrwyt,  yny  wnaeth  efgyll 
ac  adaned  idaw  ehun  ybroui 
ehedec.  Agwedy  kymryt  y 
ehedua  yar  ben  twr  uchel  yn 
llundein  ef  afyrthiawd  ar  depmyl 
apollo  yny  vu  yn  yflic  oil,  ac 
yn  llundein  yclatpwyt  ef  yn 
enrededus.  Sev  oed  hynny  gwedy 
dwfvrdiliw.  M.CCCC.  XXXY. 

J 


Agwedy  bleidud  ydaeth  llyr 
y  uab  ev  yn  vrenhin  ac  ygwled- 
ychawt  yn  hedwch  tagnaued’ 
pymp  mlyned  arugeint,  ac  ev  a 
wnaeth  dinas  ar  avon  Soram  ac 
ay  gelwis  yn  gaer  llyr,  ac  o 
ieith  arall  leir  cefcyr.  Ac  nybu 
un  mab  idaw  namyn  teir  mer- 
chet,  fef  oed  henw  y  merchet, 
Goronilla,  Regau,  Cordeilla, 
adiruawr  gariad  oed  gan  ev  tad 
arnadnut,  ac  eifywys ;  mwy  y 
carei  ef  y  verch  ieuav  nor  dwy 

ereill. 


that  there  fhould  be  no  rain  in  the 
country  of  Jerufalem  ;  and  there 
was  no  rain  for  the  fpace  of  three 
years  and  fix  months,  as  a  pu- 
tiifhment  for  the  iniquity  of  the 
people;  fo  that  every  one  at 
length  came  to  fall,  to  profefs, 
and  to  pray,  until  they  obtained 
temperature  and  fruitfulnefs,  as 
was  ufuallv  theretofore.  And 

J 

that  fame  Bleiddud  had  a  know¬ 
ledge  in  the  art  of  necromancy, 
and  in  many  other  arts  ;  and  he 
was  never  at  reft  from  deviling 
various  kinds  of  inventions  and 
wmrks  of  ingenuity,  until  he  had 
formed  wings  for  himfelf  for  the 
purpofe  of  flying.  And  after 
he  had  taken  his  flight  from  a 
high  tower  in  London,  he  fell 
upon  the  temple  of  Apollo,  fo 
that  he  was  bruifed  all  to  pieces ; 
and  he  was  honourably  buried 
in  London.  That  event  was 
after  the  deluge.  M.CCCC. 
XXXV.  years. 

j 

After  Bleiddud  came  Llyr 
his  fon  to  be  king,  and  he  go¬ 
verned  in  peace  and  tranquillity 
for  five  and  tvrenty  years :  and 
he  built  a  city  upon  the  river 
Soram  ;  and  he  called  it  Caer 
Lyr,  and  in  another  language 
Leir  Ceftyr.  And  he  had  not 
one  fon,  but  three  daughters: 
the  names  of  the  daughters  were 
Goronilla,  Regaw,  and  Cor- 

1  O  7 

deilla  ;  and  their  father  had  ex- 
celfive  fondnefs  for  them;  and 
D  4  vet, 

4  * 


40  CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796. 


ereill .  Ac  yna  medyliaw  aoruc 
pa  furf  y  galley  ef  adaw  ygyu- 
oeth  yw  verchet  gwedy  ef.  Sef 
aoruc  proui  pwy  mwiaf  oy  ver¬ 
chet  ay  carei  ef  yn  wahanredawl, 
val  ygallei  yntev  rodi  yhonno  y 
ran  oreu  or  ynys.  Agalwattaw 
aoruc  Goronilla  y  verch  yr 
hynaf  agouyn  idi  pa  veint  y 
carei  hi  ythad.  tynghu  aoruc 
hitheu  yr  nev  ac  yr  daear,  bod 
yn  vwy  ycarei  hi  ythad  ;  noc 
ycarei  yhenelt  yhun.  Achredu 
aoruc  ynteu  bod  hynny  yn  wir, 
ac  adaw  idi  traean  yr  ynys  ar 
gwr  adewifei  o  ynys  brydein,  yn 
wra  idi.  Agwedi  hynny  ygel- 
wys  attaw  Ragau  y  verch  yr  eil 
hynaf agouyn  idi  pa  veint  y  carei 
hi  ythat,  athyngu  a  oruc  hitheu 
y  gyuoetheu  nev  adaear  hyt  na 
allei  ar  y  thauot  leuerid  menegi 
ineynt  y  carei  hi  ythat.  achredu 
aoruc  ynteu  hynny  yn  wir,  ac 
adaw  idi  traean  ynys  brydein  gyd 
ar  gwr  adewifei  or  ynys  yn  wra 
idi.  Ac  odena  ygelwys  attaw 
Cordeilla  y  verch  yr  ieuaf  ar 
vwyaf  agarei  ynteu  onadunt, 
agouyn  idi  pa  veint  y  carei  hi 
ythat.  Ny  thybygaf  vi  bod 
merch  agaro  ythat  yn  vwy  noc 
y  dylyo.  amivi  athkereis  di  er- 
moyt  megys  tat  ac  ath  caraf 
ettwa.  Ac  arglwyd  o  mynne 
gwibot  pa  veint  yth  kerir :  fef 
yw  hynny  y  meint  yw  dygyu- 
oeth,  ath  yechyt,  ath  dewred. 
AchyfFroi  aoruc  ynteu  ar  lid 
adywedud,  canys  keraeint  ahenne 

ytremygeid 


yet,  he  loved  the  younged- 
daughter  more  than  the  other 
two.  And  thereupon  confidered, 
in  what  manner  he  might  leave 
his  dominion  amongd  his  daugh¬ 
ters  after  him.  Wherefore  he 
defigned  to  prove  which  of  his 
daughters  loved  him  the  mod  in 
particular,  fo  that  he  might  give 
to  that  one  the  bed;  part  of  the 
ifland.  And,  he  called  to  him 
Goronilla,  his  elded  daughter, 
and  alked  her  how  much  die 
loved  her  father.  Whereupon 
ihe  fwore  to  heaven  and  to  the 
earth,  that  die  loved  her  father 
dearer  than  die  loved  her  own 
foul.  And  he  believed  then 
that  that  was  true ;  and  be¬ 
queathed  the  third  part  of  the 
ifland,  and  the  man  die  fhould 
choofe  through  all  the  idle  of 
Britain  to  be  her  hufband.  Af¬ 
ter  that,  he  called  to  him  Regaw', 
his  fecond  elded  daughter  ;  and 
afked  her,  how  much  die  loved 
her  father.  And  die  fwore  to 
the  powers  of  heaven  and  earth, 
that  die  could  not  by  the  ex- 
predlon  of  her  tongue  declare 
how  much  die  loved  her  father. 
And  he  then  believed  that  to  be 
the  truth ;  and  he  bequeathed 
her  the  third  of  the  iile  of  Bri¬ 
tain  ;  and  the  man  die  fhould 
choofe  in  the  ifland  for  a  huf¬ 
band.  And  then  he  called  to 
him  Cordeilla,  his  younged 
daughter,  and  whom  he  loved 
the  mod  of  all ;  and  he  afked 

her 
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ytremygeift  ti  vyheneint  vae 
nacharut  ti  vi  megis  dy  chwioryd : 
mynneu  ath  diuarnaf  di  yn  diran 
o  ynys  brydein.  Ac  yna  yn 
diohir  yrodes  ef  y  dwy  verchet 
hynaf  ydeu  dywyffawc  nyt  am- 
gen  tywyflawc  kernyw  ar  hwnn 
yr  alban.  ahanner  ykyuoeth 
ganthunt  hyt  tra  vei  vyw  yr 
brenhin.  Agwedy  ynteu  yr 
ynys  yn  deu  banner  ryngthunt. 
Agwedy  mynet  ychwedyl  honno 
dros  wyneb  y  teyrnaffoed  y  kig- 
leu  aganipus  brenhin  freinc 
doethineb  cordeilla  ay  phryt  ay 
thegwch.  anvon  aoruc  kennadeu 
hyt  yn  ynys  brydein  yeruynieit 
yr  brenhin  cordeilla  y  verch  yn 
wreicka  idavv.  ac  vnteu  ae  hed- 

j 

ewis,  ac  a  venegis  yr  kennadeu 
na  chaffei  ef  na  thir  na  daear 
na  da  arall  o  ynys  brydein 
genthi.  Ac  aganip’  adyuat  nad 
oed  reit  idaw  ef  wrth  ydir  na 
ydaear  na  yda  onyt  y  verch 
vonhedic  dyledawc  y  planta  o 
honei  etiuedion  deduawh  Ac 
ny  bu  golud  yny  gymyrth  aganip’ 
y  vorwyn  ybriawt.  ac  ni  welas 
neb  yn  yr  oes  honno  morwyn 
kyn  decged  na  chyn  doethet  ahi. 


her  how  much  die  loved  her 
father. — I  do  not  imagine  that 
there  is  a  daughter  who  loves 
her  father  more  than  die  ought ; 
and  I  have  loved  thee  through 
my  life  as  a  father,  and  will  love 
thee  yet.  And,  Sir,  if  thou 
mud  learn  how  much  thou  art 
loved,  know  then  that  that  is 
according  to  the  extent  of  thy 
power,  and  thy  profperity,  and 
thy  prowefs.  And  thereat  he 
was  moved  with  anger,  and 
faid,  dnce  it  is  thus  that  thou 
had  defpiled  my  old  age,  fo  that 
thou  fhoulded  not  love  me 
equally  with  thy  fibers,  I  then 
will  adjudge  thee  to  have  no 
fhare  of  the  ide  of  Britain. 
Thereupon,  without  delay,  he 
gave  to  his  two  elded  daughters 
the  two  princes,  namely  the 
prince  of  Cornwall,  and  that  of 
Scotland,  and  half  the  kingdom 
with  them,  whild  the  king  lived  ; 
and  after  his  deceafe  the  idand 
in  two  parts  between  them. 
And,  after  the  report  of  that 
was  fpread  over  the  face  of  the 
countries,  Aganipus  king  of 
France,  being  druck  with  the 
wifdom  of  Cordeilla,  and  her 
form  and  her  beauty,  fent  am- 
badadors  to  the  ide  of  Britain, 
to  demand  of  the  king,  Cor¬ 
deilla  his  daughter,  to  be  his 
wife.  And  he  promifed  her ; 
and  declared  to  the  ambafladors, 
that  he  Ihould  not  have  any  ter¬ 
ritory,  or  other  wealth  with 
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Agwedy  lithraw  talym  o  am- 
fer  adechreu  o  lyr  lefgu  ohen- 
eint,  ydoetli  ydowion  gan  ydwy 
verchet  ac  y  gorefgynaflfant  yr 
ynys  or  mor  pwy  gilid,  ac  y 
ramiaflant  yr  ynys  ar  llywod- 
raeth  rygthunt  yll  deu.  Sef  oed 
hynny  gwedy  diliw.  M.CCCC. 
LX.  mlyned.  Ac  yna  ykym- 
yrth  Maglaun  tywyffawc  yr  al¬ 
ba  n  ybrenhin  attaw  adeugeint 
marchauc  gyd  ac  ef  y  eu  gof- 
meithaw  ar  y  ofiymelth  ef.  Ac 
ny  doeth  pen  ydwy  vlyned  kw- 
byl  yny  lidiawd  Goronilla  rac 
meint  niveroed  ythat,  adyuot 
aoruc  attaw  ac  erchi  idaw  ell- 
wng  y  niveroed  hynny  ymeith 
olldieithyr  ugein  marchauc,  ady- 
wedud  bod  yn  digawn  hynny 
y  wr  ny  bei  ryueloed  arnaw  na 
chyfrangheu.  Ac  yna  llidiaw 
a  or  uc  llyr  wrth  y  verch  am 
ydremygu  yn  gymeint  a  hynny. 
Ac  adaw  llys  Maglaun  a  oruc, 
achyrchu  llys  Henwyn  tywyf¬ 
fawc  kernyw  odybygu  caffel 
ky'nnal  y  vreint  ay  anryded 

sranthaw 


her,  from  the  ifle  of  Britain*: 
And,  Aganipus  faid  that  he  had 
no  occafion  for  his  territory, 
hor  his  riches,  but  his  noble  and 
illuftrious  daughter,  to  beget  of 
her  honourable  heirs.  And  no- 
thing  intervened  before  AganipuS 
took  the  maid  in  marriage : 
and,  no  body  in  that  age  beheld 
a  maid  fo  fair  and  fo  wife  as 
hie. 

After  a  length  of  time  had 
elapfed,  and  Llyr  beginning  to 
be  feeble  from  age,  his  fons-in- 
iaw  came  with  his  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  and  fubdued  the  iiland  from 
one  fea  to  the  other ;  and  they 
divided  the  ifland,  and  the  go¬ 
vernment  between  them  two. 
That  was  after  the  deluge 
M.CCCC. LX.  years.  There¬ 
upon  Maglon,  prince  of  Scot¬ 
land,  took  the  king  to  him, 
with  forty  knights  in  his  train, 
to  be  maintained  at  his  own 
coft.  But  the  conclufion  of  two 
years  had  fcarcely  come  before 
Goronilla  grew  difpleafed,  on 
account  of  the  retinue  of  her 
father;  and  Ihe  came  to  him, 
and  defired  that  he  would  fend 
the  whole  of  fuch  retinue  away, 
except  twenty  knights  ;  obferv- 
ing  that  that  was  fufficient  for  a 
perfon,  who  had  no  w7ars  nor 
weighty  affairs  to  be  engaged 
in.  Thereupon  Llyr  became 
angry  with  his  daughter,  for 
flighting  him  to  fuch  a  degree  ; 
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ganthaw  yna  yn  well  nogyt  yn 
Hys  Maglawn.  Allawen  vu 
henwyn  wrthaw  ay  dreithu  yn 
enrededus  mal  ydylyei,  Ny 
d  oeth  hagen  pen  y  mis  ablwyd- 
yn,  yny  lidiawd  Ragau  y  verch 
wrthaw  rac  meint  y  niuer,  ac 
erchi  idaw  ellung  y  holl  niuer, 
ymeith  eithyr  pymp  raarchawc, 
athyghu  na  chynaiiei  hi  onyd 
hynny  wrth  y  ofgord  ef  adigon 
oed  genthi  hynny.  Agwedy 
goruod  arnavv  ellung  y  uarch- 
ogion  ymeith  doluriaw  a  oruc 
am  yhen  deilygdawd,  ac  ym- 
chwelud  eilweith  ar  y  verch  er 
hynaf  odebygu  ytrugarhae  wrth- 
achynnal  ydeilyngdawt 


aw 


ganthaw.  Ac  yna  y  tynghawd 
hitheu  ygyuoytheu  nef  adaear  na 
chynhalieu  hi  onyd  un  march- 
awc  gyd  ac  ef,  ahynny  oed 
digon  genthi,  gyd  a  bod  march- 
ogion  yr  harglwyd  hitheu  wrth 
y  orchymyn  ef.  Agwedi  na 
chaffei  ef  dim  oy  adolwyn,  ell— 
wng  aoruc  yuarchogion  ymeith 
oil  dieithyr  un  marchauc  adrig- 
awd  gy'd  ac  ef.  Ac  yna  gwedy 
medyliaw  am  yhen  deylyngdaud 
ry  gollaffei  ay  digrifwch  ay 
gedernyd  goueilieint  agymyrth 
yndaw  athriftau  hyt  ar  angheu. 
Ac  yna  ydoeth  cof  idaw  geirieu 
y  verchet  ac  ev  hedewid.  Ac 
yna  y  gwybu  vod  yn  wir  ady- 
wedafTei  Cordeilla  y  verch 
wrthaw.  mae  val  y  bei  y  iechit 
ay  gedernyt  ay  gyuoeth  y  kerid 
ei.  Ac  yna  medyliaw  aoruc 

gouoyaw 


and  he  quitted  the  court  of 
Maglon,  and  repaired  to  the 
court  of  Henwyn,  prince  of 
Cornwall,  expedling  to  have 
his  dignity  and  honour  better 
fupported  there,  than  in  the 
court  of  Maglon.  And  Hen¬ 
wyn  received  him  joyfully,  and 
treated  him  honourably,  as  it 
was  his  duty  fo  to  do  ;  but  a 
year  and  a  month  had  not  quite 
elapfed,  before  Regaw,  his 
daughter,  grew  angry  at  him, 
on  account  of  the  greatnefs  of 
his  train;  and  defifed  him  to 
fend  away  the  whole  of  his 
train,  except  five  knights ;  and 
alfo  declared  that  fire  would 
maintain  only  fo  many  in  his 
retinue,  and  which  lire  deemed 
fufEcient.  After  he  had  been 
obliged  to  fend  his  knights  away, 
he  became  grieved  for  the  lofs 
of  his  former  dignity;  and  lie 
returned  a  fecond  time  to  his 
eldefr  daughter,  expending  that 
fire  would  have  compaffion  on 
him,  and  would  preferve  him 
his  dignity  ;  and  thereupon  fhe 
fwore  by  the  powers  of  heaven 
and  earth,  that  the  would  main¬ 
tain  only  one  knight  with  him, 
and  that  was  enough  for  her  to 
do,  as  the  knights  of  her  lord 
were  at  his  command.  And, 
fmce  he  could  obtain  nothing 
by  his  intreaties,  he  fent  all  his 
knights  awray,  except  one  knight, 
who  continued  with  him.  Then, 
after  meditatino-  uoon  his  for- 
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gouoyaw  Cordeilla  y  verch  y 
ervynneit  ythrugared,  ac  y  ed- 
rych  ochafFei  cf  amdiffin  yny 
byd  genthi  y  geiftaw  ennyll  y 
gyuoeth  dracheuyn.  Agwedy 
kychwyn  yf  mor  ohonaw  ar  y 
dryded  gan  doluriaw  y  boeii  ay 
anghyfnerth  yny  wed  hon  adan 
wylaw  agriduan.  Och  aw.yr 
pan  yrh  ardyrehauafTauch  ar 
oruchelder  enryded  canys  mwy 
poen  coff'au  enryded  gwedi  coll- 
er,  nogyd  diode!  achanotit  heb 
ordyfneit  pryduerthwch.  Oy 
adwiweu  nev  adaear  a  daw  am¬ 
ber  ettwa  y  gallwif  vi  talu  chwyl 
yr  gwyr  aoruc  ymynheu  bod 
yn  yr  achanoctit  hwn.  Och 
Cordeilla  vyg  caredic  verch  mor 
wir  adywedeift  wrthyf,  pan  yw 
val  ybei  vyngallu  am  mediant 
am  kyuoeth  ym  kerit,  ac  am 
dywedut  ohonot  yforreis  wrthit. 
Och  vy  caredic  verch  pa  furyf 
y  gallaf  vi  rac  kywilid  kyrchu 
attat  ti  weithion,  gwedy  yth  ell- 
ynghwn  mor  diran  o  ynys  bryd- 
ein  ac  y  gwneithym.  Ac  adan 
doluriaw  yboen  ay  aghyfnerth 
yny  wed  honno  ef  adoeth  hyt 
ymharis,  yr  dinas  yd  oed  y 
verch  yndaw.  Ac  anvon  ken- 
nat  a  oruc  attei  y  venegi  y  uod 
ef  yn  dyuot  yn  wr  tlawd  gwan 
gouudus  ygeiffiau  ythrugared  ac 
y  ymwelet  a  hi.  Aphan  gigleu 
hi  hynny  wylaw  aoruc  agouyn 
pa  fawl  marchauc  aoed  gyt  ac 
ef.  Adywedud  or  gennat  nad 
oed  onyd  un  yfgwier.  Ac  yna 

drychyruerth 


mer  dignity,  which  he  had  loft  i 
and  his  happinefs,  and  his  power, 
he  became  oppreffed  with  cares, 
and  forrowful  almoft  unto  death. 
Then  the  words  of  his  daugh¬ 
ters,  and  their  promifes,  came 
into  his  mind  ;  and  thereupon 
he  knew,  that  what  was  faid  to 
him  by  Cordeilla,  his  daughter, 
was  true  ;  that  according  to  his 
profperity,  his  power,  and  his 
wealth,  would  he  be  beloved. 
On  this,  be  bethought  him  that 
he  would  viht  Cordeilla,  his 
daughter,  to  implore  her  mercy, 
and  to  fee  if  be  could  obtain 
any  kind  of  afliftance  from  her, 
towards  regaining  his  dominion. 
And,  after  be  bad  gbne  off  to 
fea  with  three  attendants,  be¬ 
moaning  his  afflidlion  and 
wretchednefs,  he  exclaimed, 
with  weeping  and  groaning, 
after  this  manner  : — Oh  !  hea¬ 
vens^  why  did  ye  exalt  me  to 
the  fummit  of  honour ;  fince  it 
is  more  painful  to  remember 
honour  after  it  is  loft,  than  to 
buffer  want,  without  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  profperity  !  Gods  of 
heaven  and  earth,  let  the  time 
yet  come,  when  I  may  be  able 
to  retaliate  upon  the  perfons 
who  have  reduced  me  to  this 
diftrefs !  Ah  !  Cordeilla,  my 
beloved  daughter,  how  truly 
didft  thou  fpeak  to  me :  as  my 
power,  my  poffeflion,  and  my 
wealth  might  be,  fo  fhould  I  be 
refpedted  :  and,  for  thy  fpeak- 
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drychyruerth  yn  doflach  no 
fchynt  aoruc,  ac  anvon  eur  ac 
arean  idaw,  ac  erchi  idaw  vyned 
yn  dirgeledic  hyt  yn  Amiad’, 
nev  y  dinas  arall  lie  mynheu,  y 
gymryd  ardyhereu  ac  enneint  ac 
ireidieu  gwyrthuawr,  afymudaw 
yanfawd  ay  orneu  ay  dillat,  a 
chymryt  attaw  deugeint  march- 
auc  yn  un  wifg  ac  ef  ehun, 
aphan  vythynt  yn  gyweir  ac  yn 
barawt,  anvon  kennat  ar  Agan- 
ipus  brenhin  freinc  y  venegi 
idaw  y  vot  ef  yn  dyuot  gwedy 
ry  dehol  oy  deu  douyon  ef,  yn 
amharchus  o  ynys  brydein,  ac 
y  eruynneit  y  neith  ef  y  orefgyn 
y  gyuoeth  dracheuyn.  Ahynny 
oil  aorucllyr  megis  yd  archaffei 
Cordeilla  y  verch  idaw.  Aphan 
doeth  ygennat  y  venegi  yr  bren¬ 
hin  bod  llyr  yn  dyuot  y  ym- 
welet  ac  ef,  llawen  vu  ganthaw 
ac  ef  adoeth  yny  erbyn  a  niver 
tec  advwyn  gyt  ac  ef  hyt  ymp- 
hell  odieithyr  ,ydinas  yny  gyu- 
aruu  llyr  ac  ef.  Ac  yna  difgynu 
aorugant  amynet  dwilaw  myn- 
wgyl  yn  garedic  amynet  ygyd 
hyt  ympharis.  Ac  yna  ytrigaf- 
fant  ygyt  hir  amferoed  yn  hy- 
vryt  lawen.  Agwedy  menegi 
y  Aganip5  amharch  llyr  yn  ynys 
brydein  gorthrwm  y  kymyrth 
arnaw.  Ac  yna  y  cafsant  yn 
ev  kyghor  lluhudaw  freinc  agor- 
efgyn  yr  ynys  dracheuyn.  Ac 
yna  y  rodes  aganip*  llywodraeth 
freinc  y  lyr  tra  vythei  ynteu  yn 
lluhudaw  eithauioed  freinc.  A- 
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ing,  I  became  offended  with 
thee!  Oh!  my  beloved  daugh¬ 
ter,  in  what  way  {hall  I  be 
able,  for  fhame,  to  approach 
thee  now,  after  having  fuffered 
thee  to  go  away  from  the  ifle 
of  Britain,  fo  deftitute  as  I  have 
done  !  Continuing  to  lament 
his  pain  and  wetchednefs  in  this 
manner,  he  came  near  to  Paris, 
the  city  wherein  his  daughter 
was  ;  and  he  fent  a  meffenger 
to  her,  to  announce  that  he  was 
coming,  a  poor,  weak,  afflidled 
man,  to  feek  her  mercy,  and 
to  fee  her.  When  fhe  heard 
that,  (lie  wept,  and  alked  how 
many  knights  there  were  with 
him.  The  meffenger  declared 
there  was  but  one  fquire ;  fhe 
then  wept  more  bitterly  than 
before ;  and  fhe  fent  him  gold 
and  filver ;  and  defired  that  he 
fhould  go  privately  as  far  as 
Amiad,  or  to  fome  other  city, 
that  he  might  think  proper,  to 
take  perfumes,  and  baths,  and 
precious  ointments ;  and  to 
change  his  condition,  his  orna¬ 
ments,  and  his  garments;  and 
to  take  to  him  forty  knights,  in 
the  fame  drefs  as  himfelf ;  and 
when  they  fhould  be  complete 
and  ready,  to  fend  a  meffenger 
to  Aganipus,  king  of  France, 
to  announce  to  him  his  coming, 
after  being  driven  away,  by  his 
two  fons-in-law,  difgracefully 
from  the  Ife  of  Britain ;  and  to 
implore  his  aid  to  get  poffeffion 
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gwedi  bod  ev  Ilu  yn  baraud  ac 
ev  kyureidieu,  yn  eu  kyghor 
y-cauffant  ellwng  Cordeilla  gyt 
a  llyr  rac  na  bythei  yfreinc  vtyd 
y  lyr.  A  gorchymyn  aoruc  ag- 
anip’  yr  freinc  ar  eu  heneit  ac 
ev  hanreith  eu  bod  kyn  vfyded 
y  lyr  ac  yw  veich  ac  y  bythynt 
idaw  ef  cliun.  Agwedy  kym- 
ryt  ev  kannvat  kychwyn  aor- 
ugant  tu  ac  ynys  brydein.  Ac 
yn  ev  herbyn  wynt  ydocth 
Maglawn  tywyftawc  yr  alban, 
a  henwyn  tywyftawc  kernyw 
ac  ev  holl  allu,  ac  ymlad  yn 
wychyr  calet  ac  wynt.  Arac 
lluoftbget  y  freinc  ny  thygjawt 
ydunt,  namyn  eu  gyrru  ar  fo  ac 
ev  hymlit  a  Had  lluoffogrwid 
onadunt.  Agorefgyn  yr  ynys 
aoruc  llyr  ay  verch  erbyn  pen 
y  vlwydyn  or  mor  pwy  gilyd, 
adehol  y  deu  dowion  ymeith  or 
ynys. 


again  of  his  dominion.  AH 
that  did  Llyr  do,  as  Cordeilla, 
his  daughter  had  defired  him. 
And,  when  the  meftenger  came 
to  announce  to  the  king,  that 
Llyr  was  coming  to  have  an 
interview  with  him,  he  was  re¬ 
joiced  ;  and  he  came  to  meet 
him  with  a  fair  and  fplendid 
retinue,  to  a  great  diftance 
from  the  city,  proceeding  till 
Llyr  met  him  ;  and  thereupon 
they  alighted,  and  went  with 
their  arms  round  each  others 
neck  affedlionately ;  and  they 
proceeded  to  Paris.  And,  there 
they  dwelt  together  for  a  long 
time  happily  and  joyfully.  When 
it  was  told  to  Aganipus  of  the 
difgrace  of  Llyr  in  the  Ifie  of 
Britain,  he  was  greatly  affecled; 
and  thereupon  it  was  agreed  in 
their  council,  to  affemble  the 
armies  of  France,  and  lubdue 
the  iiland  again.  And  then 
Aganipus  gave  the  government 
of  France  to  Llyr,  whilfi:  he 
Ihould  be  affembiing  the  extre¬ 
mities  of  France.  And  when 
their  army  and  their  neceffaries 
were  ready,  it  was  agreed  in 
their  council  to  fend  Cordeilla 
with  Llyr,  left  the  French 
Jhould  not  be  obedient  to  Llyr, 
And  Aganipus  commanded  the 
French,  as  they  valued  their 
fouls,  and  at  their  peril,  to  be 
as  obedient  to  Llyr,  and  to  his 
daughter,  as  they  would  be  to 
himfelf.  When  they  had  taken 

leave, 
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Agwedy  gorefgyn  o  lyr  ynys 
brydein  ydoeth  kennat  ofreinc  y 
venegi  y  cordeilla  ry  varw 
aganip’  brenhyn  freinc.  Agor- 
thrwm  y  kymyrth  arnei  hynny. 
ac  ohynny  allan  y  bu  gwell 
genthi  trigaw  yn  ynys  brydein 
gyd  ay  that,  nogyd  myned  y 
freinc  ar  y  thraean.  Ac  yna 
gwedy  yftwng  yr  ynys  ydunt, 
wynt  ay  gwledychaffant  hy  yn 
hir  amferoed  yn  hedwch  dag- 
nauedus :  yny  vu  varw  llyr. 
agwedy  yvarw  y  clathpwyt  ef 
yn  enrededus  mewn  temmyl 
awnaethoed  ef  ehun  yn  gaer  llyr 
adan  avon  foram  yr  enryded  y 
ryw  duw  aelwit  bifrontis  iani’. 
Aphan  delei  gwilua  y  demphyl 
honno,  y  deuweintholl  creftwyr 
ydinas  yw  hanrydedu,  ac  yna 
ydecbreuweint  pob  gweith  or 

adechreuwyd 


leave,  they  fat  off  towards  the 
Ifle  of  Britain.  And,  againfl; 
them  came  Magi  on,  prince  of 
Scotland,  and  Henwyn,  prince 
of  Cornwall,  with  all  their 
power,  and  fought  bravely  and 
feverely  with  them  ;  but  from 
the  French  being  fo  numerous, 
it  did  not  avail  them,  for  they 
were  put  to  flight,  and  they 
were  purfued,  and  a  multitude 
of  them  were  flain.  And  Llyr 
and  his  daughter  fubdued  the 
ifland  before  the  end  of  the 
year,  from  one  fea  to  the  other, 
and  chafed  his  two  fons-in-law 
away  out  of  the  ifland. 

And  after  the  ifle  of  Britain 
had  been  fubdued  by  Llyr,  a 
meflenger  came  from  France  to 
inform  Cordeilla  of  the  death  of 
Aganipus  king  of  France.  And 
fhe  took  that  very  heavily  to 
heart ;  and  from  thenceforth  fhe 

preferred  to  dwell  in  the  ifle  of 

♦ 

Britain,  with  her  father,  than  to 
go  to  France  upon  her  dowry. 
Whereupon,  after  they  had  re¬ 
duced  the  ifland  to  them,  they 
governed  it  for  a  long  time  in 
peace  and  quietnefs,  until  Llyr 
died.  And  after  his  death,  he 
was  honourably  buried  in  a 
temple,  which  he  had  himfelf 
built  in  Caer  Llyr,  under  the 
river  Soram,  to  the  honour  of 
fome  god,  who  was  called  Janus 
Bifrons.  And  upon  the  feftival 
of  that  temple,  all  the  craftfmen 

of 
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adechreuwyd  hyt  ymphen  y 
vlwydyn.  * 


Agwedy  marw  llyr  ykymyrth 
Cordeilla  llywodraeth  ynys  bry- 
dein,  ac  ae  gwledychws  pymp 
mlyned  yn  hedwch  dagneuedus. 
ac  yn  y  chwechet  vlwydyn  y 
Jtyuodes  y  deu  neint  meibion  y 
chwioryd  yn  weiffyon  ieueing 
clotuawr,  nyt  amgen  margan 
vrab  maglaun  tywylTauc  yralban, 
aehuneda  vab  henwyn  tywylTauc 
kerny w,  achy  null  aw  ilu  attadunt 
a  ryuelu  ar  Cordeilla.  Agwedy 
mynyeh  kyfrangheu  rygthunt, 
y  gorefgynaftant  wy  yr  ynys, 
ac  ydalyaffant  hitheu  ac  y 
dodaffant  yngharchar.  Agwedy 
medyliaw  ohoney  am  y  hen 
deilvngdawd  ry  gollaffei,  ac  nad 
oed  obeithidiymatkyuot  ohynny, 
odiruawr  dolur  hynny  ygwnaeth 
hy  hun  y  lleith,  nyt  amgen 
nogyd  y  brathu  hy  hun  achillell 
adan  ybron  yny  gollas  yheneid, 
ac  yna  ybarnwyd  mae  dybrytta 
agheu  ydyn  yllad  ehun.  Sef 
oed  hynny  mil,  a  hanner  q 
vlwynyded  gwedy  diliw. 


Ac  yna  ykymyrth,  Cuneda  a 
Margap  ac  y  rannaflant  yr  ynys 

y  ryngthunt, 


of  the  city  ufed  to  come  to 
honour  it ;  and  then  they  would 
begin  every  work  that  was  to 
be  taken  in  hand  to  the  conclu- 
ilon  of  the  year. 

And  after  the  deceafe  of  Llyr, 
Cordeilla  took  the  government 
of  the  file  of  Britain ;  and  lire 
managed  it  for  five  years  in 
peace  and  tranquillity  ;  and  in 
the  fixth  year  rofe  her  two 
nephews,  the  fons  of  her  fillers, 
who  were  young  men  of  great 
fame  ;  namely  Margan,  the  fon 
of  Magi  on  prince  of  Scotland, 
and  Cunedda,  the  fon  of  Hei'K 
wyn  prince  of  Cornwall ;  and 
they  atTembled  an  army  to  them, 
and  made  war  upon  Cordeilla. 
And  after  frequent  conflidls  be¬ 
tween  them,  they  fubdued  the 
illand,  and  they  took  her,  and 
confined  her  in  prifon.  And 
when  file  thought  of  her  former 
grandeur,  which  fire  had  loft ; 
and  that  there  remained  no  hopes 
that  file  ftiould  again  be  reftored 
from  that,  out  of  extreme  an- 
guifii  fire  killed  herfelf,  which 
was  done  by  ftabbing  herfelf 
with  a  knife  under  her  breaft  ; 
fo  that  fhe  loft  her  foul ;  and 
thereupon  it  was  judged  that  it 
was  the  fouleft  death  of  any  for 
a  perfon  to  kill  himfelf.  This 
was  a  thoufand  years  and  a  half 
after  the  deluge. 

And,  thereupon  Cunedda  and 
Margan  took  and  divided  the 

illand 
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yryngthunt,  ac  ydoeth  vargan  or 
parth  draw  y  humyr  ar  goglet 
adan  ytheruynev.  Ac  y  guneda 
or  parth  yma  lloegyr  a  chemre 
a  cherny w  canvs  odyno  yr 
hanoed.  Agwedy  eu  bod  veily 
yn  hedwch  pedeir  blyned  ydoeth 
teruyfc  wyr  drwc  ryngthunt, 
adywedud  wrth  vargan  hot  yn 
gywilid  ydaw  kynnal  ydagnefued 
ay  gevynderw,  ac  yntev  yn  vab 
yr  verch  hynaf  vlyr,  ac  yn 
lleiaf  y  ran  or  kyuoyth.  Agw¬ 
edy  y  lenwi  ef  o  lid  y  geirieu 
hynny,  kynullaw  llu  aoruc 
aryuelu  ar  guneda  y  geuynderw. 
Ac  yn  y  erbyn  ynteu  ydoeth 
cuneda  ay  lu.  Ac  yna  ybu 
ymlad  girad  creulawn,  ar  gwyr 
goreu  afyrthiaffant  yn  gyntaf, 
ac  ybu  dir  y  vargan  fo  ay  waf- 
garedic  llu,  gan  eu  hymlid  o 
guneda  ay  lu  owlat  iwlat.  Agw¬ 
edy  to  o  vargan  yny  doeth  yr 
maes  maur  ynghemre,  ybu  well 
ganthaw  y  varw  yngwryd  gwyr, 
nogyd  mynet  ir  mor  y  ymuodi, 
canys  nad  oed  le  y  fo  pellach 
hvnny.  Ac  yna  ymchwelud 
aoruc  a  rodi  cat  ar  vaes,  ac 
yna  ybu  ky franc  kalet,  ac  aerua 
vaur  oboptu,  ac  yn  y  kyffranc 
hwnnw  y  lias  Margan.  Ac  yr 
hynny  hyt  hedyw  y  gehvir  ylle 
hwnnw  maes  margan.  ac  yno 
ycladpwyt  ef  yn  lie  mae  man- 
achloc  margan  yr  aurhon.  Sef 
oedhynnv,  mil,  a  banner,  aphym 
mlyned  gwedy  diliw. 


bland  between  them :  and  to  Mar¬ 
gan  came  the  part  beyond  the 
Humber  and  the  north  under  its 
boundaries :  and  to  Cunedda 
the  hither  part  of  England,  and 
Wales,  and  Cornwall,  for  from 
thence  was  his  origin.  And 
after  they  had  continued  fo  in 
peace  four  years,  tome  rel¬ 
iefs  men  came  between  them, 
and  infmiiated  to  Margan,  that 
it  was  a  tliame  for  him  to  pre- 
ferve  the  peace  with  his  coufin, 
and  he  being  the  fon  of  the 
elded  daughter  of  jLlvr,  and 
poflefiing  the  lead  fhare  of  the 
kingdom.  And  when  he  had 
been  filled  with  anger  by  thofe 
words,  he  a (fem bled  an  army, 
and  made  war  upon  Cunedda, 
his  coufin.  And  againd  him 
alfo  came  Cunedda  with  his 
hod :  and,  thereupon  a  fierce 
and  cruel  confiidl  took  place  ; 
and  the  choiced  men  fell  the 
fird  ;  and  Margan  was  obliged  to 
fly  with  his  fcattered  army,  being 
purfued  by  Cunedda  and  his 
men  from  country  to  countrv. 
And  after  Margan  had  continued 
his  flight  until  he  came  to  the 
Great  Plain,  in  Wales,  he 
thought  it  preferable  to  die  by 
the  power  of  men,  than  to  be 
driven  into  the  fea  to  be  drowned, 
as  there  was  no  opportunity  for 
retreating  farther  than  that ;  and 
thereupon  he  turned  back,  and 
gave  battle,  when  a  fcvere  con- 
fiidf  took  place,  with  great 
E  daughter 
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{laughter  on  both  Tides ;  and  in 
that  conflict  Margan  was  flain : 
and,  from  that  day  to  this,  that 
place  has  been  called  the  Plain 
of  Margan;  and  there  he  was 
buried,  where  the  monaftery  of 
Margan  now  Hands.  1  hat  was 
a  thoufand  five  hundred  and  five 
years  after  the  deluge. 


Ac  yna  y  kymyrth  Cuneda 
yr  ynys  yn  eidaw  ehun,  ac  ay 
gwledychawd  teir  blyned  ar  dec 
arugeint.  Ac  yn  yr  amfer 
hwnnw  yd  ocd  yfaias  ac  ofee 
yn  prophwidi  yn  gwlad  garuf- 
alem.  Ac  yd  adeilwyt  Ruueyn 
ygan  ydeu  vroder  Remus  a 
Romulus. 

Agwedy  Cuneda  y kymyrth 
Riwallawn  llywTodraeth  yr  ynys 
y  vab  ynteu,  ac  ay  gwledychawt 
deudeng  mlyned  yn  hedwch 
dagnauedus.  Ac  yny  amfer  ef 
ydoeth  glaw  gwaet  teir  nos 
athri  dieu,  a  ryw  bryued  val 
ednoc  trwy  yr  glaw  hwnnw,  a 
ryw  vail  gyt  ahynny,  ac  aladaff- 
ant  llauwer  o  dynyon.  Ac  yna 
ybu  varw  Riwallawn  deng 
mlyned  adeugeint  a  phymp  cant 
a  mil  gwedy  dwfyr  diliw. 


Ac  yna  y  kymyrth  Gorwfl 
y  vab  ynteu  llywodraeth  y 
deyrnas,  ac  ay  gwledychawd 
feith  mlyned  yn  hedwch  dag¬ 
nauedus. 


And  after  that,  Cunedda  took 
the  ifland  into  his  own  pof- 
feffion  ;  and  he  governed  it  for 
thirty-three  years.  And  at  that 
time  Ifaiah  and  Hofea  were  pro- 
phefying  in  the  country  of  Jeru- 
falem ;  and  Rome  was  built  by 
the  two  brothers  Remus  and 
Romulus. 

And  after  Cunedda,  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  ifland  was  taken 
by  Riwallon  his  fon ;  and  he 
governed  it  twelve  years  in  peace 
and  tranquillity.  And  in  his 
time  there  rained  blood  during 
three  nights  and  three  days  ;  and 
fome  infedls  like  gnats  came  in 
confequence  of  that  rain ;  and 
befides  that  a  kind  of  plague  ; 
and  bv  them  a  multitude  of  men 

J 

were  killed.  And  then  died 
Riwallon,  a  thoufand  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  years  after  the 
deluge. 

And  then  Gorufi:  his  fon  took 
the  government  of  the  kingdom  ; 
and  he  governed  it  feven  years 
in  peace  and  tranquillity. 


Ac 


And 
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Ac  yny  ol  ynteu  y  gwled- 
ychawd  leiffi.ll  uab  Cjorwil 
chwech  blyned. 

Agwedy  yntheu  y  gwledych- 
awd  Iago  nei  y  gorwft  leith 
mlyned. 

Ac  yny  ol  ynteu  y  gwled- 
ychawd  kynuarch  vab  feiffill, 
n,aw  mlyned. 

Ac  yn  neflaf  y  hwnnw  y 
gwledychawt  Gwruyw  digu  vab 
kynuarch.  Ac  y  hwnnw  ybu 
deu  vab,  nyd  amgen  no  feruex 
aphorrex,  agwedy  fyrthiaw  eu 
tat  yn  heneint,  ykyuodes  teruyfc 
rwng  y  meibion  am  y  kyuoeth. 
Ac  y  keifiaud  porrex  Had  feruex 
v  vraud.  Agwedy  gwybod  o 
feruex  hynny  ef  afoes  hyt  ar 
ilward  brenhin  freinc  y  geifiaw 
yborth  ay  nertli  y  orefgyn  ynys 
brydein  iar  y  vraud.  Agwedy 
cafFel  ohonaw  hynny  gan 
brenhin  freinc,  ef  adoeth  ay  lu 
hyt  yn  ynyrs  brydein.  Ac  yny 
erbyn  ynteu  y  doeth  porrex  ay 
iu.  Ac  yna  ybu  kyfranc  kalet 
ac  aerua  vawr  oboptu.  Ac  yno 
y  lias  feruex  ay  lu.  Agwedy 
gwybot  o  indon  eu  mam  ry  lad 
o  porrex  feruex  y  vraud.  Sef 
aoruc  hitheu  medyliaw  ]lad 
ymab  bew  yn  dial  y  mab  marw, 
Ac  val  ydoed  porrex  yn  kyfgu 
yn  y  yflauell  diwyrnawd  gwedy 
y  vwyd,  ef  adoetli  y  vam  yr 
y ftavell  ay  llau  vorynnyon  gvd 

a  hy 
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And  after  him  Seiffill  fon  of 
Go.ruft  governed  for  llx  years. 

And  after  him  Iago  the  ne¬ 
phew  of  Gorufl  governed  for 
feven  years. 

And  after  him  governed  Cyn- 
varch,  fon  of  Seiffill,  nine  years. 

And  next  to  him  governed 
Gorvyw  Lack-love,  the  fon  ot 
Cynvarch.  And,  to  him  there 
were  two  fons,  namely  Ferwex 
and  Porrex:  and  when  the  fa¬ 
ther  was  grown  old  there  arofe 
a  difpute  between  the  fons  re- 
fnedling  the  dominions :  and 
•Porrex  attempted  to  kill  Ferwex 
his  brother ;  and  when  Ferwex 
became  acquainted  with  that, 
he  fled  to  Siward  king  of  France, 
to  feek  his  affiflance  and  power, 
to  conquer  the  ifle  of  Britain 
from  his  brother.  When  he 
had  obtained  that  from  the  king 
of  France,  he  came  with  his 
army  to  the  ifle  of  Britain  :  and, 
to  oppofe  him  came  Porrex  witli 
his  army ;  and  thereupon  there 
was  a  fevere  conflidt ;  and  a 
great  daughter  on  each  fide  ;  and 
then  Ferwex  and  his  army  were 
cut  off.  When  Indon,  their 
mother,  heard  that  Ferwex  was 
killed  by  Porrex  his  brother,  flie 
formed  the  defign  of  killing  her 
fon  that  was  living,  to  avenge 
E  2  her 
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a  hy  ay  fuftiaw  yny  gwfg  yny 
vu  yn  dryllieu  man.  Ac  odena 
drwy  llawer  o  amferoed  y  bu 
kywdaudaul  deruyfc  ymplith 
ybobil,  ar  deyrnas  adan  pymp 
brenhyn  yn  rannedic.  Ac 
wynteu  yn  ryuelu  pob  un  onad- 
unt  ar  y  gilid. 


her  dead  fon  ;  and  as  Porrex  was 
afleep  in  his  chamber  after  his 
meal  on  a  certain  day,  his  mo¬ 
ther  came  into  the  chamber,  ac¬ 
companied  by  her  hand-maids ; 
and  they  beat  him  all  to  pieces 
in  his  fleep.  And,  afterwards, 
for  a  long  time,  there  was  a 
civil  commotion  amongft  the 
people;  and  the  kingdom  was 
divided,  under  five  kings;  and 
they  were  each  of  them  warring 
againjft  the  other. 


To  he  continued \ 
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A 

HISTORY  of  PEMBROKESHIRE, 


FROM  A  MANUSCRIPT  OF  GEORGE  OWEN,  ESCL  0F  HENLLYS,  LORD 
OF  KEMES,  WITH  *  ADDITIONS  AND  OBSERVATIONS  BY  JOHN  LEWIS, 
ESCL  OF  MANARNAWAN,  THE  SAME  THAT  IS  REFERRED  TO  AND 
CITED  IN  GIBSON’S  EDITION  OF  f  CAMDEN,  AND  NOW  FIRST  PUB¬ 
LISHED  FROM  THE  ORIGINAL,  BY  HIS  GREAT  GRANDSON,  RICHARD 

FENTON,  ESQ^ 


CAP.  I. 

Of  the  Situation ,  Forme ,  and.  ffuantitie  of  Penhrohfnire ,  with  the 
Longitude  and  Latitude  of  the  fa?ne ,  and  of  the  Ayre  of  the  Court * 

trejy  and  fhialitie  of  the  Soyle. 


PENBROKSHIRE  is  feated 
in  the  furtheh  parte  of  South 
Wales,  and  moh  weherlie  cor¬ 
ner  thereof,  neerlie  oppofite  to 
the  townes  of  W aterford  and 
Wafhford,  in  Ireland.  The 
city  of  St.  David’s  (handing  in 
the  weherne  promontory  of  the 
(hire)  and  the  city  of  London, 
Rand  weh  and  by  north,  and 
eah  and  by  fouth,  eache  of 
others;  and  from  the  city  of 


Yorke  it  handeth  foutli  weh 
and  by  weh,  dihant  from  it 
187  miles  ;  and  from  the  greate 
towne  of  Barwicke  fouth  fouth 
weh,  dihant  from  it  254  miles; 
from  the  Ifle  of  Wight  three 
pointes  of  the  compafle  of  the 
weh,  which  is  north  weh  and 
by  weh,  and  dihant  from  it 
151  miles;  and  from  the  landes 
ende  of  England  north  north 

O 

eah,  dihant  from  it  100,  want- 


*  As  the  vaft  mafs  of  fupplementaty  matter  collected  by  my  anceftor,  was  never 
meant  to  meet  the  public  eye  in  the  date  I  found  it,  having  undergone  very  little 
arrangement,  and  as  it  was  very  richly  interlarded  with  perfonal  invedtive  and  private 
anecdotes  of  families,  which,  from  refpedt  to  their  defendants,  men  of  high  honour 
and  character,  I  could  not  with  any  degree  of  delicacy  fuffer  to  go  abroad,  I  have 
been  able  to  make  ufe  of  but  a  very  final!  portion  of  his  colledtion,  'which,  if  ever  I 
have  leifure  thoroughly  to  garble  and  methodize,  may  ferve  not  only  to  elucidate  the 
hiftory  of  Pembrokelhire  in  particular,  but  to  enrich  the  general  ftock  of  antiquarian 
knowledge. 

f  See  Gibfon’s  Camden,  2J,  edition,  page  758  and  759,  vol.  2, 
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ing  5  miles ;  and  from  the  Me 
of  Lundye  weft  and  by  north, 
diftant  from  it  42  miles. 


The  center,  or  midle  of  the 
fame  fhire,  which  I  lymyt  to 
be  about  Heythok  Moore,  is  in 
longitude  17  degrees  and  20 
minutes  weft  of  the  Canarian 
Majids*  and  hath  the  north  pole 
elevated  above  our  horizon  52 
degrees,  which  is  40  minuts 
higher  then  that  of  the  citye  of 

«  r 

London,  after  the  account  ot 
thofe  that  calculat  51  degrees 
and  20  minuts  from  London  ; 
foe  that  ourlongeft  days  fhould, 
by  'that  account,  exceede  thofe 
at  London  by  13  minuts,  and 


theareby  our  longeft  lommers 
dav  muft  be  of  17  houres  and 

j 

43  mynutes  long,  and  the  fhorteft 
night  6  houres  and  17  minutes 
long.  (This  much  touchinge 
the  fituation  of  Penbrokfhire, 
ihall  breefiy  fuffice.) 


As  touchinge  the  forme  and 
fafhion  thereof,  by  the  topogra¬ 
phical  defcription,  it  is  neither 
perfect  fquare,  long,  nor  round, 
but  fliaped  with  divers  corners, 
fome  lharpe,  fome  obtufe,  in 
fome  places  concave,  in  fome 
convex,  but  in  moft  places  con¬ 
cave  and  bending  inwarde,  as 
doetli  the  moone  in  her  decreaf- 
ing-,  as  where  the  fea  thruftetli 
itfelf  in  betweene  Milford  and 
St.  David’s  Head,  making  a 


great  and  large  bay ;  and  againe 
towards  the  landward,  from 
Kilrhedyn  to  Cronweare,  be¬ 
tweene  the  two  which  places 
Carmarthenfhire  hath  thruft  it¬ 
felf  in  allmoft  to  the  hearte  of 
this  fhire ;  where  at  Egerinont 
it  cometh  within  a  mile  of  Lan- 
hadden,  being  accompted  a  place 
neere  the  middeft  of  Penbrok¬ 
fhire,  were  it  not  for  the  in- 
croachmente  by  Carmarthen¬ 
fhire  in  that  place.  Soe  hath 
the  fame  divers  other  inbowing 
places,  as  betweene  Ludfop  and 
St.  Goven’s  Point,  where  the 
fea  occupieth  a  great  inlett,  and 
in  other  parts  round  about  the 
fhire,  where  the  fea  doth  the 
like,  dealing  foe  unkindly  with 
the  poore  countrey,  as  that  it 
doth  not  in  any  where  feeme  to 
yeald  to  the  land  in  any  parte, 
but  in  everie  corner  thereof 
eateth  up  parte  of  the  maine. 
By  thefe  concavities  in  the 
countrey’s  circumference,  it 
muft  confequently  follow,  that 
the  fhire  muft  be  but  little,  much 
leffe  than  other  fhires,  which 
feeme  leffe  in  viewe,  and  which 
have  their  extreame  partes  ex¬ 
tended  outward,  without  any 
fuch  ft rai tilings  or  partes  worne 
thereof  by  the  fea,  and  en¬ 
croached  by  lands. 

This  much  I  have  fayd,  for 
that  I  have  heard  Penbrokfhire 

accompted  of  thofe  that  knew 

• 

it 


HISTORY. 


55 


it  not,  to  be  a  great,  rich,  and 
welthv  countrey,  as  though  it 
were  large  and  well  peopled, 
which  indeede  is  cleane  contra- 
rie,  for  that  it  cannot  be  eyther 
ftored  with  wealth,  being  but 
fmalle,  having  in  it  naturally 
much  barren  land,  except  it  be 
forced  to  proffit,  and  one  of  the 
leaft  fhires  in  Wales  ;  neyther 
can  it  be  well  peopled  for  many 
caufes,  as  lhall  be  declared  here¬ 
after.  This  report  of  the  {hire 
(grounded  I  know  not  upon 
what  uncertain  foundation)  hath 
of  late  yeares  benn  the  occafion 
(as  it  is  thought)  to  overburden 
the  fame  towardes  her  majeftie’s 
fervice,  for  that  it  hath  bene 
charged  with  greater  numbers  of 
men,  then  fome  other  {hires  in 
Wales,  of  farre  more  largenefs 
and  better  peopled.  And  here 
I  doe  thinke  good  this  occalion 
being  offered  here  to  fpeake  of 
the  quantity  of  the  {hire,  to 
mention  of  one  other  caufe, 
which  hath  been  thought  to 
have  ben  conducive  to  the  over¬ 
charging  of  this  fhire,  towardes 
thefe  and  other  of  her  majeftie’s 
fervices,  which  is  the  printed 
mapps  of  the  fhires,  made  and 
publifhed  by  Mr.  Chriftopher 
Saxton,  which  mapps  are  ufuall 
with  all  noblemen  and  gentle¬ 
men,  and  dayly  perufed  by 
them  for  their  better  inftrudtion 
of  the  ftate  of  this  realme ;  by 
which  mappes,  if  they  be  viewed 


onely  fuperficially,  without  hav¬ 
ing  any  other  regard,  Penbrok- 
fhire  feemeth  to  be  one  of  the 
biggeft  {hires  of  Wales,  hav- 
inge  the  roome  and  place  of  a 
wholle  fbeete  of  paper  allowed 
to  itfelfe,  as  though  it  were  too 
large  to  be  joyned  to  another 
{hire ;  whereas  all  the  reft  of 
the  twelve  fhires  are  placed  two 
at  the  leaft,  and  fomtymes  four 
together,  ech  of  them  having 
their  proper  fcales  of  19  miles, 
which  may  be  the  trew  caufe 
of  the  error  of  all ;  for  he  hav- 
inge  couched  together  in  one 
mapp,  or  fbeete  of  paper,  the 
fheeres  of  Glamorgan,  Car¬ 
marthen,  Breknocke,  and  Rad¬ 
nor  ;  and  given  thefe  four  {hires 
noe  more  roome  then  to  Pen¬ 
brokftiire  alone,  it  may  feeme 
to  fuch  as  are  not  fkillfuli  in 
cofmographie,  but  judge  onely 
of  evry  fheeres  bignefte  as  the 
fame  appeareth  to  the  view, 
that  Penbrokftiire  is  equall  in 
bignes  to  any  two  of  the  Iaft 
recited  foure  ;  whereas  in  deede 
and  truth  it  is,  and  I  will,  if 
occafion  be  given,  prove  and 
make  it  manifeft,  that  eyther  of 
three  of  thefe  four  fhires  is 
largier,  and  contayneth  more 
ground  then  Penbrokftiire  doeth. 
Therefore,  to  unfold  the  hidden 
error  hereof,  and  to  the  ende 
that  thofe  that  will  may  cxamin 

J 

and  finde  my  fayings  to  be  true, 

I  will  (as  well  to  cleare  Mr. 
E  4  Saxton 
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Saxton  from  any  fault  either  in 
arte  or  meaning  herein)  as  alfoe 
to  make  Penbrokefhire  appeare 
in  his  true  quantity,  crave  par¬ 
don  of  the  gentle  reader  to  open 
unto  him  the  meanes  to  know 
and  fee  the  fame,  which  is,  di- 
lijrentlie  to  mark  the  difference 

O 

of  the  fcales  of  both  mapps  ;  for 
Mr.  Saxton  beginning  his  payn- 
full  and  commendable  labour  of  . 
the  defcription  of  this  real  me  of 
England,  and  foe  comming 
throw  Wales,  paffed  nr  ft  the 
upland  (hires,  and  therein  hav¬ 
ing  joyned  together  the  (hires 
of  Merionith  and  Montgomery, 
Anglefey  and  Carnarvon,  Den- 
bighe  and  Flint,  in  three  feveral 
mappes.  Comming  further,  he 
joyned  in  one  mapp  and  (lieete 
of  paper,  the  great  (hire  of 
Carmarthen,  Cardigan,  Brek- 
nock,  and  Radnor,  by  reafon 
whereof  he  was  forced  to  wring 
them  foe  neere  together,  thruft- 
ing  one  town-redd  upon  ano¬ 
ther,  that  he  was  forced  to 
make  the  fcale  fhorter,  almoft 
by  halfe,  of  that  of  Penbrok- 
fhire.  But  when  he  came  to 
Penbrokfhire,  being  next  the 
fea,  and  finding  non  other  (heere 
to  joyne  with  it,  he  was  forced 
to  make  a  mapp  for  that  (heere 
alone  ;  and  then  he  gave  a  large 
fpace  to  that  (hire,  and  placed 
every  town-redd  far  of  from  the 
other  in  difiance,  as  may  ap¬ 
peare  by  the  mappe  thereof,  foe 


that  he  made  the  mapp  in  view 
as  large  as  that  of  the  other  laft 
four  (hires.  Now,  if  you  will 
judge  rightly,  to  know  the 
quantity  of  thefe  (hires,  you 
may  not  doe  it  by  looking  onely 
upon  both  mapps,  but  by  com¬ 
paring  the  two  fcales  together, 
and  thereby  you  (ball  find  that 
the  fcale  of  ten  myles  of  Car- 
marthenfhire,  maketh  but  feaven 
and  about  a  quarter  of  the  fcale 
of  Penbrokihire ;  foe  that  by 
this  you  may  prove  and  finde 
out,  by  the  trew  triall  of  the 
fcale,  that  each  of  thefe  four 
(hires  contayneth  more  land  of 
length  and  bredth,  the  myles 
being  multiplied  together,  and 
reduced  into  plenametrie,  (the 
onlie  meanes  to  know  the  con¬ 
tent  of  any  thing)  then  Pen¬ 
brokfhire  doth,  and  that  by  a 
great  quantity  ;  and  yet  in  view 
by  both  mapps,  Penbrokihire 
doth  (hcwe  much  largier  than 
any  of  them.  And  if  this  be  a 
caufe  that  hath  any  way  induced 
our  fuperiours  foe  to  judge  of 
Penbrokfhire,  I  could  hartilie 
with  their  honours  would  be 
more  throwly  enformed  there¬ 
of,  both  in  this,  and  all  other 
thinges  fitt  to  be  known  to  their 
lordihipps,  for  their  better  in¬ 
ducement  in  thefe  a  nay  res. 

The  length  of  this  (hire,  from 
the  furtheft  pointes  that  can  be 
imagined  to  be  meafured  for 

length, 
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length,  is  from  Kernes  head, 
called  Penkemes  point  north,  to 
St.  Goven’s  poynt  in  the  fouth, 
26  myles  ;  and  in  bredth,  from 
the  river  Cledde,  at  Egermont, 
in  Carmarthenfhire,  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  fhire,  to  St. 
Davids  head,  being  a  fharp  and 
narrow  headland,  ftretched  far 
out  into  the  fea  (wherein  I  doe 
my  countrey  wrong,  if  it  were 
not  to  make  it  appeaare,  that 
being  allowed  to  be  one  of  the 
leaft  {hires  of  W ales)  is  17 
miles  3  quarters.  It  is  feve¬ 
red  from  Cardiganfhire,  lying 
north  of  it  by  the  river  Teivy, 
and  from  Carmarthenfhire,  by 
the  river  Kych,  which  enters 
the  Teivy  at  Blainkeach,  above 
Kilrhedyn,  Carmarthenfhire,  that 
way  fhooting  itfelf  on  the  north 
eaft,  forming  land  meares  from 
Kilrhedyn  aforefaid  to  Cron  were 
water  at  Erewere,  in  which 
courfe,  in  fome  nooks,  Pen- 
brokefhire  reacheth  to  the  river 
Tave,  and  then  Carmarthen¬ 
fhire  requyting,  it  reacheth  to 
the  river  Cledde,  but  in  all  this 
tradb,  between  both  fhires,  Car¬ 
marthenfhire  hath  encroched 
upon  Penbrokefhire,  making 
itfelf  larger,  and  diminifhing  its 
neighbour.  The  reft  of  Pen- 
brokelhire  is  compafed  with  tlie 
fea,  from  the  fouth  eaft,  and  by 
fouth  to  north,  it  being  as  it 
wrere  hanging  to  the  land  by  one 
quarter.  The  fituation  of  this 


countrey,  as  it  yealdeth  conveni¬ 
ence,  being  placed  on  the  fea 
coaft  for  the  eafie  vent  and  utter- 
ans  of  the  countrey’s  produce, 
by  water,  as  allfoe  by  the  refort 
of  forraine  fhipping,  homeward 
and  outward  bound,  for  France, 
Ireland,  the  Straites,  or  any 
other  fouth  or  weft  voyages, 
being  forced  by  the  fouth  and 
weft  windes,  fending  by  them 
commendations  to  the  faffe  and 
faire  harboure  of  Myiford ;  by 
which  means,  the  gentlemen 
of  the  countrey  are  often  well 
ferved  of  many  forraigne  com¬ 
modities  for  their  provifion,  as 
with  wynes,  fugar,  oyles,  fpice, 
iron,  linen,  cloth,  &c.  Soe  on 
the  other  fide,  the  remotenes 
thereof  for  land  journeys,  as  to 
the  citie  of  London,  and  the 
towne  of  Ludlowe,  and  other 
like,  are  verv  tedioufs  and  troubl- 
fome,  whereby  one  galle  is 
found  of  the  troublefomeft  fort, 
vexing  the  quieter,  by  proces 
from  London,  and  the  coun¬ 
cell  of  the  marches,  occaftoned 
by  Promoters,  newly  named  Re¬ 
lators,  a  generation  hated  both 
of  the  good  and  bad,  who  often- 
tymes  urge  the  poorer  fort,  more 
for  their  eafe  then  theire  offen¬ 
ces,  to  yeeld  them  compofition, 
the  courtes  of  juftice  being  fo 
remote  from  this  place. 

The  ayre  of  this  countrey,  is 
fayd  of  ftrangers  that  refort  thi¬ 
ther 
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ther  from  the  inland  partes  of 
England,  to  be  very  cold  and 
percing,  but  found  to  be  very 
helthy  to  the  countrey  inhabi¬ 
tants  ;  feldom  fubjedt  to  infirmi¬ 
ties,  whereby  the  people  live  long, 
and  continywe  very  perfect  of 
health  and  memorie :  for  expe¬ 
rience  whereof,  my  dearefl  an- 
ceftor  at  his  death  was  accounted 
to  have  lyved  105  yeares,  and 
was  at  his  latter  dayes  luftie  of 
body,  and  always  in  health,  well 
able  to  travel!,  and  dayly  ufed  to 
walke  a  good  fwift  pale,  4,  5, 
or  6  myles  a  morning  for  his 
pleafure ;  and  leffe  then  fix  yeares 
before  his  death,  he,  taking  his 
journey  from  the  towne  of  Pen- 
broke,  towards  his  houfe  in  the 
country,  began  his  journey  a 
foote,  willing  his  man  to  bring 
his  horfe  after  him,  for  that  his 
horfe  was  not  then  taken,  (and 
indeede  was  not  that  daye)  he 
having  began  his  journey  a  foote, 
was  forced  foe  to  ende  the  fame, 
and  come  to  his  houfe  by  one  of 
the  clocke,  being  20  myles  :  he 
carried  all  his  teethe  with  him  to 
the  grave,  and  a  fewe  years  be¬ 
fore  his  death,  woulde  eate  a 
handfull  of  nuttes,  fhells  and  all  : 
he  was  the  yongefi  of  his  ancef- 
tours,  that  died  the  two  lad  def- 
cents  before  him.  My  mother 
alfoe,  yet  living  (God  grant  it 
long)  and  two  other  gentlewomen 
of  the  fame  parifh,  all  three  in 
perfect  memory,  can  reckon 


between  them  at  leaf!  260  yeares, 
foe  helthful  is  the  ayre  and  foyle. 

The  countrey  is  more  fubjedt 
to  fhowers  then  to  fnow  or  froft, 
the  reafon  whereof,  as  I  gather, 
is  the  neernes  of  the  fea,  com- 
paffing  it,  whofe  watrie  vapoures 
afcending  by  the  heate  of  the 
funne,  is  in  the  midle  region  of 
ayre  turned  to  rayne,  which,  if 
it  exceede  not,  harmeth  not  the 
foyle,  being  naturally  more  en- 
clined  to  drynes  then  moyfture, 
foe  that  it  is  a  faying  among  the 
hufbandmen,  that  in  the  fum- 
mer,  44  rayne  every  day  is  to 
44  much,  and  every  fecond  day 
44  to  little.”  Snowe  is  not  foe 
frequent,  and  continueth  not  in 
any  parte  neere  the  fea,  whofe 
heate  (as  fome  fay)  but  I  think, 
rather  the  moyfture ;  foe  that 
you  fhall  feldome  fee  any  parte 
of  the  coaft  continue  covered 
with  fnowe  one  whole  day,  but 
the  hufbandmen  may  daylie  goe 
plow  and  harrow  neere  the  fea, 
when  thofe  more  inward  dwel¬ 
lers,  have  theire  land  faft  knitt 
with  froft.  This  is  the  nature 
of  all  fea  coaftes,  being  a  matter 
of  noe  finale  benefit  to  the  in¬ 
habitants  ;  yett  fhall  you  fee  the 
topps  of  the  few  high  mountains 
in  this  countrey  tipped  with 
fnowe,  when  all  the  country 
about  them  have  fhifted  off  its 
white  clothing. 
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The  foutli  and  fouth  weft 
wind  are  very  ftiarp  and  tem- 
peftuoufe,  above  all  others  to 
this  foyle,  and  the  trees  every 
where  appear  bending  and  lhorne 
with  thofe  windes,  foe  that  a 
ftranger  may  difcover  what 
pointe  of  the  compafle  his  jour¬ 
ney  lyeth  by  the  bending  of  the 
trees. 

Gerard  Mercator  commen- 
deth  the  helthy  ayre  of  this  coun¬ 
trey  faying,  it  is  purified  by  the 
Irifii  ayre,  blowne  acrofie  the 
channell  into  this  parte  of  the 
land,  accounting  the  climat  of 
Ireland  to  be  foe  pure,  and  foe 
rarelie  endued  from  nature,  as 
to  be  free  from  all  venomous 
creatures,  and  therefore  to  beget 
ayre  lefs  peftiferous,  than  that 
of  any  other  countrey  not  fo 
gifted. 

My  author  appeareth  to  be 
neerer  the  mark,  when  he  places 
the  centre  of  the  fhire  at  Hay- 
thog  Moor,  then  the  furveyors 
employed  by  Sir  John  Barlowe 
of  Slebege,  Bart,  who  fixed  the 
fame  at  a  place  about  5  miles 
more  to  the  fouth  eaft,  thence 
called  Midd-Countv. 

J 

At  this  diftance  of  time,  it 
may  be  difficult  to  account  for 
his  having  (in  my  opinion)  over¬ 
labour’d  the  topography  of  this 
county,  with  fuch  tedious  pro-* 
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lixity.  The  argument  he  draws 
from  Saxton’s  mapps  proveth 
but  little,  and  would  hardly  car¬ 
ry  convidfion  to  a  fchool  boy, 
(who  knows  that  the  lcale  of 
every  map  is  proportioned  to  its 
contents)  much  lefs  to  the  mini- 
fters  and  counfellors  of  fo  wife  a 
princefs  as  Elizabeth,  on  whole 
attention  he  wifhes  to  hammer 
it.  It  is  probable  that  he,  in 
common  with  the  whole  fhire, 
was  at  the  time  he  wrote  ting- 

fo 

ling  from  the  fmart  of  fame 
frefh  fubfidy. 

That  the  trees  of  Pembrok- 
fhire  do  manifeft  a  fingu'lar  in¬ 
clination  to  cower  from  the 
tyrant  blafts  of  the  Atlantick,  is 
an  obfervation,  that  there  is  no 
one  who  has  traverfed  the  coun¬ 
try  but  mull  fubfcribe  the  truth 
of;  yet,  with  as  much  juftice 
it  may  be  remarked,  that  it  is 
the  only  maritime  expofure  un¬ 
favourable  to  the  growth  of 
wood  here,  and  which  the 
thriving  groves  round  my  own 
houfe  furnifh  a  moft  ftrikino- 
proof  of,  where  plantations  of 
my  own  rearing,  open  to  the 
Irifii  Channel,  only  flickered 
from  the  (hearing  winds  above- 
mentioned,  have  lliot  up  with  a 
rapidity  hardly  to  be  exceeded 
in  any  lituation. 

Here  Mercator,  with  all  de¬ 
ference  to  that  great  Cofmo- 

grapher. 
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grapher,  talks  like  an  old  wo¬ 
man,  and  with  a  bigotry  un¬ 
worthy  of  a  true  philofopher. 
That  Ireland  is  fo  blefb  as  to 
number  venemous  creatures 
amongft  its  wants,  may  hid  re¬ 
quire  confirmation,  and  feems  a 
popular  error  engendered  by 


pious  fraud,  and  propagated 
without  examination;  unlefs,  as 
I  heard  a  witty  lady  obferve  of 
that  ifland,  it  would  be  over¬ 
charging  it  with  the  ills  of  Pan¬ 
dora’s  box  to  give  it  any  other 
noxious  animals  than  its  inha-, 
bitants  of  the  human  fpecies. 


CAP.  II. 

Of  the  ancient  Names  of  the  Countrey,  and  that  the  fame  in  ancient 
Tyme  was  a  Kingdoms,  and  jhortly  after  the  Conqueji  created  an 
Earldom ,  and  then  raifed  to  the  Degree  of  a  Marquefdom ,  and  what 
Kings,  Earles ,  and  Marquejfes  ham  beetle  of  the  fame ,  and  why  it 
is  called  little  England  beyond  Wales . 


THE  moll  ancient  name  of 
the  countrey  of  Pembroke- 
fhire  that  we  find  in  any  au¬ 
thors,  is  Demetia,  a  Latine 
word  coyned  out  of  the  auncient 
Britii.li  name  thereof ;  Dyvet, 
for  foe  was  the  ancient  name 
thereof,  which  then  did  con- 
taine  a  farre  larger  territory  then 
now  it  doeth,  but  the  certaintie 
of  that  extent,  as  yet,  I  have  not 
learned.  And  that  it  was  a 
kingdome  in  ancient  tyme,  it 
appeareth  by  the  kings  thereof, 
which  we  read  of  in  manie  his¬ 
tories,  of  whom  thefe  that  fol¬ 
low  are  feme.  It  appeareth  in 
Ponticus  Virunnius,  an  auncient 
and  well  reputed  writer,  that  in 
the  time  of  Julius  Caefar  it  was 
a  kingdome ;  for,  fayth  he, 
King  Caffibelan  had  with  him, 
in  the  battell  againfl  Caefar, 


three  kings,  being  his  fubjedts ; 
Cerdionus,  king  of  Albania, 
Gwitbaet,  king  of  Yenedotia, 
andBroghmael,  king  of  Demetia, 
in  which  battell  he  put  Caefar  to 
flight.  Alfoe,  Doctor  Powell 
in  his  annotations  upon  Giral- 
dus,  maketh  mention  of  an 
auntient  author  that  fayth  that 
Morgan,  king  of  Demetia,  with 
others,  were  in  the  ayde  of 
Brough mael,  king  of  Powis, 
againft  Ethelfred,  king  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland.  And  John  Bale, 
in  his  booke  of  the  Learned  Men 
of  Britons,  fayth,  that  in  the 
tyme  of  Alfred,  king  of  the 
Well  Saxons,  there  lived  a 
learned  man  named  A  her  us 
Menevenfis,  being  chancellor  of 
St.  Davids,  who  was  cruelly 
perfecuted  of  Hemedius,  king 
of  that  province,  fo  that  he  was 

forced 


HISTORY. 


61 


forced  to  forfake  his  place,  and 
went  to  king  Alfred.  Alfoe, 
the  Auntient  Britifh.  Hiftory, 
tranflated  by  Docftor  Powell  into 
Englifh,  fayth,  that  in  the  yeare 
of  Chrift  800,  died  Run,  king 
of  Dyvet.  Alfoe,  fayth  the  fayd 
hiftory,  that  Ethelwolf,  king  of 
England,  fubdued  the  kingdom 
of  Dyvet  or  South  Wales.  Di¬ 
vers  other  kings  of  Demetia 
we  find  often  reherfed  in  the 
bookes  of  the  ancient  Genealo¬ 
gies  of  Wales,  as  Aylan,  king 
of  Dyvet ;  Marius,  whom,  in 
the  ancient  Britifh  tongue,  we 
calle  Meyrik,  king  of  Dyvet, 
and  many  others,  from  whom 
many  gentlemen  of  the  countrey 
doe  yet  to  this  day  derive  their 
defcent  from  father  to  child  down 
to  themfelves,  all  which  mani- 
feftly  prooveth  that  Demetia  or 
Dyvet  was,  in  times  paft,  a 
kingdom. 

But  how  farre  foever  the 
kingdom  of  Demetia  extended 
in  ancient  tyme,  it  is  very  pro¬ 
bable,  that  the  boundes  thereof 
were  much  broken  and  incroched 
by  the  Saxons  in  theire  warres, 
foe  that  it  cleane  loft  the  dignitie 
of  a  kingdom,  and  held  onely 
the  name  of  a  county  or  pro¬ 
vince  fo  called,  and  as  it  feemeth 
in  the  ende  it  was  fo  worne, 
that  about  the  conqueft  tyme 
noe  more  was  left  under  the 
name  of  Dyvet,  faying  Pen- 


brok  and  Carmarthenfhires,  for 
foe  much  doe  I  find  to  be  called 
Dyvet,  fythence  the  conqueft  ; 
for  fayth  the  Welfh  Hiftorie, 
lately  tranflated  by  Docftor 
Powell  into  Englifh,  Griffith 
the  fonne  of  Rees  ap  Tewdwr 
being  betrayed  by  Griffith  ap 
Cynan,  prince  of  North  Wales, 
was  forced  to  flie  to  Dvvet,  and 
there  at  Yftrad  Tywi  leavied  a 
power  of  men,  which  Yftrad 
Tywi  is  the  proper  name  of 
Carmarthenfhire,  foe  that  then 
being  about  the  tyme  of  Hen.  I. 
Carmarthenfhire  was  part  of 
Dyvet  or  Demetia  ;  but  fhortly 
after  it  foe  decay’d  that  noe 
more  was  taken  to  be  parcell  of 
Dyvet,  faving  Penbrokfhire  on¬ 
ly,  and  fo  is  it  accounted  at  this 
day. 

The  name  of  Penbrokfhire 
began  ftrft  about  the  tyme  when 
Earle  Strongbowe  fubdued  the 
countrey,  and  budded  the  towne 
and  caftell  of  Penbroke,  and 
thereof  called  all  the  countrey 
thereabout ;  and  ftthence  the 
name  of  Penbrok  hath  foe 
worne  out  the  ancient  name  of 
Dyvet  in  the  fame  countrey', 
that  few  or  non  of  the  countrey 
themfelves  knew  that  ever  their 
countrey  was  called  by  that 
name ,  and  one  onely  place  as 
yet  retaineth  a  memoriall  there¬ 
of,  that  is  the  church  and  parifh 
of  Llandiffilio,  which,  for  dif¬ 
ference 
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ference  betweene  that,  and  the 
other  parities  of  that  name,  in 
fundrie  partes  of  Wales,  is  com¬ 
monly  called  of  the  inhabitants 
adjoyning  Llandiffiiio  in  Dyvet 
— whence  arofe  a  merry  jeft, 
eke.  And  at  this  day  the  name 
of  Dyvet  is  onely  found  in  an¬ 
cient  writers,  as  the  names  Al¬ 
bion  and  Britain  are  of  England. 

It  was  called  Penbjrokfhire 
from  the  towne  of  that  name, 
which  towne  was  foe  named  of 
the  Cantred  or  Comott  wherein 
the  fayd  towne  was  firft  budded; 
for  foe  do  I  find  that  Cantred, 
called  in  the  ancient  divifion  of 
Wales,  and  why  the  fayd  Can- 
tied  was  foe  called,  it  plainly 
appeareth  by  the  etymologie  of 
the  word,  to  all  thofe  that  un¬ 
derhand  the  ancient  Britifh  or 
W elfin  tongue  ;  and  efpeciallie 
the  foyle  itfelf  fheweth  the  fame 
to  be  foe,  to  all  that  doe  knowe 
the  fertilitie  and  batfulnejs  there¬ 
of  ;  for  this  is  the  very  fame 
place  which  is  fo  greatlie  com¬ 
mended  of  Giraldus  Cambrenfis, 
in  his  defcription  of  Wales  :  foe 
that  of  the  fertility  it  firft  took 
tfie  name  of  Penbro,  for  this 
word,  Pen,  in  Welfli,  fignifieth 
the  head,  principally  or  cheefe 
part  of  any  thing ;  and  Bro  figni¬ 
fieth  a  vale,  or  any  playne  foyle, 


fertile,  and  fit  for  corne,  and 
for  that  this  place  of  all  Wales 
is  the  cheefeft  vale ;  therefore  it 
was,  and  not  unworthily,  called 
Penbro,  or  Penvro,  by  the  eu- 
phronie  of  the  fpeech  ;  and  here¬ 
by  is  to  be  noted  that  they  mille 
and  erre,  who  write  the  word 
Pembrok  with  an  Af,  for  the 
true  orthographic  is  Penbrok, 
with  an  N. 

And,  touching  the  efimojogie 
of  Penbro,  I  muft  difcent  from 
Giraldus,  who  faith,  Unde  et 
Penbrochid  caput  maritimum  fo- 
nat\  whereby  I  gather  that  Gi¬ 
raldus,  although  he  bare  the 
firname  of  Cambrenfis,  yet  he 
altogether  was  ignorant  of  the 
Britifh  or  Wei  fir  tongue,  for, 
betweene  thofe  two  wordes  there 
is  no  kinde  of  analogic,  as  unto 
all  thofe  who  underhand  both 
fpeeches,  it  is  apparent. 

^  #  %  %  %  #  ^  #  #  # 
#  #  #  #  #  *  #  %  % 

The  fayd  county  of  Penbroke- 
Iheere  is  ufually  called  Little 
England  beyond  AT  ales,  and 
therefore  I  think  good  to  ftiew 
my  opinion  why  the  fayd  name 
was  given  it ;  and  that  notable 
antiquarian,  Camden,  calleth  it 
Anglia  tranfwallina.  The  rea- 
fons  why  it  took  that  may  well 


§  Here  comes  in  rather  awkwardly,  a  brief  defcription  of  the  earldoip  of  Pembroke, 
and  a  catalogue  of  the  earls,  which  are  retrenched,  fop  the  reafons  affigned  in  th<; 
obfervations  at  the  end  of  cap.  2K 
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be  conjectured,  for  the  moil 
parte  of  the  country  fpeaketh 
Engliih,  and  in  it  noe  ufe  of 
the  Wei  (lie.  The  names  of  the 
people  are  meare  Englifh,  each 
family  following  the  Englifh 
fafhion  in  furnames.  Theire 
buildings  are  Englifh,  in  town- 
reds  and  villages,  and  not  in 
feverall  and  lone  houfes.  Their 
dyett  is  as  the  Englifh  people 
ufe,  as  the  common  food,  beef, 
mutton,  pigg,  goofe,  lambe, 
veale,  and  kyd,  which  ufually 
the  pooreft  hufbandmen  doth 
dayly  feede  on,  whereas  the 
Welfhmen  doe  more  ufually 
feede  on  milk,  butter,  cheefe, 
and  fucli  like.  The  names  of 
the  country  places  are  altogether 
Englifh,  as  Wifton,  Pi  Cion, 
Haroldfton,  Robertfton,  John- 
fton,  Williamfton,  Norton, 
Wefton,  Southhill,  Southhocke, 
See.  Sec.  Soe  that  a  ftranger 
travelling  from  England,  and 
having  ridden  four-fcore  myles 
and  more  in  Wales,  having 
heard  noe  Englifh,  nor  Englifh 
names  of  people,  or  of  places, 
and  coming  hither  to  Penbroke- 
fhire,  where  he  fliall  heare  no¬ 
thing  but  Englifh,  and  feeing 
the  reft  before  agreeable  to  Eng¬ 
land,  would  think  that  Wales 
were  environned  with  England, 
and  would  imagine  he  had  tra¬ 
velled  through  W ales,  and  came 
into  England  againe.  Thefe  rea- 
fons,  and  alfoe  for  that  the  inoft 


of  the  ancient  gentlemen  came 
thither  out  of  England,  as  is  before 
declared,  might  very  fitly  procure 
it  the  name  of  Little  England  be¬ 
yond  Wales,  but  one  thing  more 
ere  I  give  over  here,  which  per- 
fuadeth  me  much  to  think,  that 
it  Was  in  ancient  tyme  in  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  lawes  of  England, 
helde  as  parte  of  England,  for 
whereas  Wales  was  in  the  eye 
of  the  lawes  of  England,  held 
to  be  a  kingdom  of  itfelfe,  and 
noe  parte  of  the  kingdom  of 
England,  and  therefore  the  lawe 
courtes  of  Wefhninfter  would 
not,  nor  could  not  direCt  proces 
to  the  officers  of  W ales  ;  for  that 
thefe  courtes  did  not  hold  Wales 
within,  or  fubjeCl  to  theire  ju- 
rifdidion,  and  thereupon  is 
grounded  the  maxime,  quod 
Breve  Domini  Reges  non  currit 
in  JValliam — yett  is  it  manifefl, 
that  the  king’s  writt  in  ancient 
tyme  did  runne  into  Penbroke- 
fheere,  for  it  appeareth  by  the 
new  booke  of  Entryes,  folio 
229,  that  a  plea  of  Dower,  de¬ 
pending  in  the  countie  court  of 
Penbrok,  anno  2do.  Hen:  6.  was 
remov’d  to  the  court  of  common 
pleas  at  Wefhninfter,  by  a  writt 
direCled  to  the  earle  of  Penbrok, 
to  remove  the  caufe,  Humfrey, 
duke  of  Glocefter,  being  then 
earle  of  Penbrok :  whereupon, 
as  it  appeareth,  the  fayd  record 
was  removed.  Alfoe,  it  is  ap¬ 
parent,  that  tempore  Edw:  3k 

fines 


CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796. 


64 

lines  were  levied  in  the  common 
pleas  at  Wefhninfter,  of  lands 
jn  Penbrokefhire.  And  in  the 
fayd  newe  book  of  Entryes, 
fol:  74.  tit:  Affife  in  Office, 
that  in  anno  3°.  Hen:  6.  it  alfoe 
appeareth,  that  an  affife  was 
brought  before  the  juftices  at 
Weftminfter,  for  the  Office  of 
conftablefhip  of  the  caflle  of 
Llawhaden ;  as  alfo  by  many 
other  ancient  matters  of  recorde 
it  appeareth,  that  contrary  to 
the  former  maxime,  the  king’s 
writt  did  ronne  in  ancient  tymes 
into  Wales,  as  though  the  lawe 
did  then  account  Penbrokefhire 
as  parte  of  England,  and  not 
any  parte  of  Wales,  and  foe 
might  alfo  the  rather  be  termed 
Littell  England. 

#  It  is  moil  likely,  and  I  am 
apt  to  fuppofe,  that  Giraldus 
Cambrenfis  was  not  fkilied  in 
the  Britifh  tongue,  yet  for  his 
definition  of  Penbro,  I  think 
pay  author  bears  too  hard  upon 
him.  For  Pen  certainly  fignifies 
head,  and  bro,  in  many  parts 
of  South  Wales,  fignifies  a  ma¬ 
ritime  fituation  ;  but  why  may 
we  not  feek  out  another  ety^- 
niology  for  Penhrock,  which 
very  probably  was  the  original 
word,  which  is  the  head  of  the 
foam  ;  a  character  that  belongs 
peculiarly  to  the  eftuary  of  Pem¬ 


broke,  every  tide  bringing  with 
it  a  great  foam  or  froth,  as 
rifmg  fuddenly  and  forced 
through  a  narrow  gut. 

%  There  are  fome  who  have 
made  a  divifion  of  the  princi¬ 
pality  into  North,  South,  and 
Weft  Wales,  which  latter  por¬ 
tion  only  they  allow  to  be  what 
was  antiently  called  Dyfed  in 
its  fulleft  extent,  and  of  that 
opinion,  my  friend  Mr.  Edward 
Llhwyd,  with  whom  I  lately 
mooted  that  point,  endeavouring 
to  convince  him  that  he  had  not 
given  the  fubjedt  due  confidera- 
tion,  as  from  evidences  of  great 
antiquity  it  clearly  appeareth, 
that  Dyfed  comprehended  what 
is  now  called  South  Wales,  at 
leaft,  however,  it  is  now  ftirunk 
up  into  Penbrokefhire  alone. 
Sir  John  Pryfe,  who  was  not 
meanly  fkilied  in  the  antiquities 
of  his  country,  calls  Dyfed 
(c  D  emetic  a  Reglo  qiuz  nunc 
Aujlralis  Wallia ,”  and  the  Liber 
Layidavenfis  might  be  cited  in 
many  places  by  way  of  confir¬ 
mation,  but  one  extract  from 
that  antient  and  curious  repo- 
fitory,  which  I  have  it  in  my 
power  to  refer  to  may  fuf- 
fice  to  put  the  matter  beyond 
difpute.  At  the  head  of  my 
family  card  (which  was  the 
joint  labour  of  two  of  the  greateft 


$  Thefe  marked  thus  q-  are  the  additions  and  remarks  of  John  Lewis,  Efq. 
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kcralds  of  their  day,  Thomas 
Jones  of  Fountain  Gate,  and 
Robert  Vaughan  of  Hengwrt) 
there  is  taken  from  the  booh  of 
Landajf  an  account  of  Arcol 
Law  Hir ,  a  prince  of  Dyfed, 
from  whom  I  trace  my  defcent, 
endowing  the  Church  of  LandafF, 


with  certain  parts  of  his  territo¬ 
ries  in  Glamorganfhire  and 
Brecknock ih 5 re,  which  at  once 

I 

overfets  Mr.  Lhwyd’s  notion 
that  Dyfed  included  only  Car- 
diganfhire,  Penbrokefhire,  and 
Carmarthenlhire,  whicli  he  calls 
Weft  Wales#P 


CAP.  III. 


II  hat  Nations  and  People  Inhabited  this  Country  in  ancient  Lymes-, 
and  from  whence  the  now  Inhabitants  are  anciently  dejc ended,  and 
from  what  Countreys  and  Places,  and  when  and  how  they  came 

thyther . 


HAT  people  hath  been 
fent  into  Penbrokeftiire 
to  inhabit  the  fame,  will  be  often 
touched  upon  in  divers  partes  of 


the  defcription  of  the  fheere,  as 
of  the  Normans  and  Flemings 

O 

that  were  brought  thither  by 
Arnolph  Montgomery,  Earle 


*  Whether  Dyfed  and  Demetia  were  ever  comraenfurate,  or  what  was  the  certain 
extent  of  it,  may  be  perhaps  difficult  to  afcertain,  yet  the  book  of  LandafF,  above 
referred  to,  clearly  proves  that  it  contained  more  than  what  was  underftood  by  Weft 
Wales  j  allowing  offuch  a  divifion,  and  there  is  ample  evidence  that,  however,  Dyfed 
might  have  comprized  all  South  Wales,  the  Reguli  of  that  petty  kingdom  had  always 
tjieir  royal  refidence  in  Pembrokeffiire  j  for  in  that  antient  colle&ion  of  Welffi  ro¬ 
mances,  entitled  Mabinogion ,  PwylJ,  prince  of  Dyfed,  is  faid  to  have  once  fet  out  a 
hunting  to  the  vale  of  Cuch  from  his  palace  of  Narberth  ;  and  Gwynfardd,  prince  of 
Dyfed  (improperly  called  Gwynfawr  in  the  lift  of  Howel  Da’s  affiftants  in  compiling 
his  laws)  had  a  hunting  feat  at  Ty  G<wyn  on  Taf,  then  in  Pembrokefhire,  which  he 
made  choice  of  to  hold  his  parliament  at,  on  the  folemn  occaflon  of  fettling  his  code  of 
laws. — As  the  names  of  both  Pwyll  and  Gwynfardd  occur  in  the  pedigree  of  my  an- 
ceftors  above  cited,  now  in  my  poffeffion,  forming  links  in  the  family  chain,  which 
runs  up  from  the  time  of  William  the  3d.  to  that  of  Julius  Ca:far,  for  the  gratification 
of  fuch  as  might  wifh  to  fee  a  fpecimen  of  unbroken  Welth  genealogy,  I  ffiall 
here  extend  out  a  part  of  it,  by  going  up  to  Pwyll,  and  his  immediate  anceftors3 
thus:  John  Lewis,  Efq.  of  Manarmawan,  ap  John,  ap  George,  ap  Lewis,  ap  Rich¬ 
ard,  ap  James,  ap  Jenkin,  ap  Howel,  ap  Jenkin,  ap  Rhys,  ap  Rhotpert,  ap  Owen,  ap 
Robert,  ap  Gwrwared,  ap  Gwilim,  ap  Gwrwared,  ap  Gwilim,  ap  Gwrwared  of 
Kemeys,  ap  Kihylin  Vardd,  ap  Gwinfardd  Dyfed,  ap  Pwyll  Pendefig  Dyfed,  ap 
Meurug  king  of  Dyfed,  ap  Arcol  law  hir,  ap  Pyrr  y  dwgrain,  ap  Lliw  hen.  I  could 
go  farther,  placing  one  end  of  the  chain  in  Pembrokeffiire,  and  fattening  the  other  to 
Mount  Ararat,  but  that  I  am  fearful  of  incurring  a  fufpicion  of  giving  in  too  much  tq 
that  Cadwalader  Mania,  wjncjr  poffeffed  our  former  Heralds  in  rather  a  violent  extrepae. 

F  Strongbow, 
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Strong-bow,  and  the  Flemings 
font  by  King  Hen:  Ist.  thither, 
and  by  King  Stephen.  But  to 
difcourfe  fome  what  more  par¬ 
ticular  thereof  in  this  place,  it 
may  require  to  go  further  back 
and  treat  a  littell  of  all  W ales. 
For  till  the  coming  of  William 
the  Conqueror  into  England, 
the  fame  was  quietly  poiTeiTed 
by  the  Britaines,  (the  Welih- 
men,  foe  now  called,  who  were 
the  firft  inhabitantes,  and  of 
whom  there  are  to  this  tyme 
many  ancient  gentlemen,  which 
can,  by  good  authorise,  trace 
their  defcent  from  diverfe  fa- 
moufe  and  illuftrioufe  families, 
that  did  poffeffe  great  patrimo¬ 
nies,  as  fhall  appear  in  the  par¬ 
ticular  places,  whereof  I  Brail 
have  occafion  to  fpeak  then 
when  I  come  to  treat  of  their 
proper  habitations  and  houfes. 
Thefe  ancient  inhabitants  had 
for  their  fovereigns,  princes  of 
Wales  being  in  thofe  dayes,  to 
whom  they  yielded  their  whole 
obedience,  not  owning  another 
fuperior  on  earth,  untill  fhordy 
after  the  conquefl,  the  Normans 
having  fubdued  and  fupplanted 
the  Saxon  kings  and  nobles  out 
of  England ;  thirfted  likewife, 
for  the  right  and  countrey  of 
the  Welilr  princes,  and  began 
to  make  warres  upon  them  alfo, 
and  daily  intruded  their  borders, 
giving  fuch  partes  of  the  coun¬ 
trey  to  the  lordes  of  England  as 


they  would  of  could  wynn  and 
keepe  from  the  Welilr  men, 
whereby  diverfe  Englifh  lordes 
woon  from  the  princes  of  Wales 
and  their  fubjedls,  whole  coun- 
trvesinW ales, and  budded  cailles, 
townes,  and  ftrong  holdes,  and 
peopled  the  fame,  with  Englifh 
garrifons  to  keepe  the  fame ;  by 
this  meanes  Fitzhamon  wonn 
the  countrey  of  Glamorgan, 
Bernard,  Newmarch,  Breck¬ 
nock,  Hameiin  de  Baladon,  the 
lordihip  of  Abergavenny,  Londre, 
the  countrey  of  Kidwelly, 
Lacies,  earles  of  Lincoln,  the 
lordihip  of  Denbigh,  Gray,  the 
lordihip  of  Ruthin,  Mortimers, 
Bromfield,  and  Yale,  Brewife, 
the  lordihips  of  Gower  and 
Buellt,  Martin,  Towres,  the 
lordihip  of  Kernes,  and  to  con¬ 
clude,  by  this  means  came  Ar- 
nolph  Montgomery,  and  Gilbert 
Strongbow  to  Dyvet  or  Pen- 
brokefhire,  and  fubduing  it, 
planted  there  his  Norman  gen¬ 
tlemen  and  others  he  brought 
with  him,  whofe  iiTues  enjoy 
divers  lordihips  and  manors, 
then  given  to  them  by  thofe 
theire  lordes  to  this  day  ;  but  as 
for  the  Flemings,  there  is  no 
ill  ewe  of  any  remnant  of  them 
left,  for  if  any  of  their  progenie 
be  remayning,  yet  is  the  memo- 
rie  thereof  with  their  language 
quite  forgotten ;  but  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  that  divers  of  the  com¬ 
mon  people,  fwaynes,  and  la¬ 
bourers 
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tourers  of  the  countrey,  are 
defcended  of  thofe  Flemings,  for 
fome  reafons  that  induce  me  foe 
to  think,  which  I  will  in  mine 
apt  places  declare  hereafter. 
That  which  perfuadeth  me  to 
thinke  that  the  moll  part  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  fhire  now 
living  are  rather  Normans  than 
any  other  nation  is,  theire 
names,  which  molt  commonly 
in  the  beginning  was  coplyd 
with  thefe  French  articles  De  la 
or  De  Fitz ,  and  fuch  like,  which 
doe  manifeft  theire  defcents  to  be 
of  the  French ;  yet,  notwith- 
ftanding  many  of  them,  if  not 
major  parts  were  Saxons,  for 
otherwise  the  Englilh  tongue 
had  not  been  theire  common 
and  mother  fpeech  as  it  was, 
for  the  conqueror  brought  with 
him,  for  the  mod;  parte,  moere 
Frenchmen,  and  purpofed  to 
have  unrooted  the  Saxon  or 
Englilh  tongue  out  of  England, 
with  the  Englifhmen  themfelves, 
as  may  be  perceived  among 
many  other  things,  by  his  turn¬ 
ing  of  their  lawes  into  the  French, 
and  foe,  long  after  the  conqueft, 
the  Englilh  tongue  was  had  in 
fuch  contempt,  that  the  better 
forte  refufed  to  fpeake  it,  and  thofe 
that  ufed  to  talk  in  Englilh  wGre 
yet  ufed  to  write  to  each  other 
in  the  French  tongue,  as  it  is 
now  ufed  among  the  Wellhmen, 
who,  although  they  ufually 
fpeake  the  Welfh  tcugue,  yet 


will  they  write  eacli  to  other  in 
Englilh,  and  not  in  the  fpeeche 
they  ufually  talke.  The  rea- 
fon  is  the  ufe  they  have  to  write 
in  the  one,  and  not  ufing  to 
write  in  the  other,  and  foe  was 
the  Englilh  growne  out  of 
fafhion  for  the  fpace  of  a  100 
or  200  yeares  after  the  conqueft, 
and  ufed  onely  among  the  bafeft 
forte  of  people,  the  nobles  and 
gentlemen  ufing  onely  the  French 
tongue,  and  of  thofe  Letters  in 
French  1  can  yet  Ihew  fome 
very  ancient  written  between 
thofe,  that  in  all  likelihood  and 
prefumption,  did  not  underftand 
the  language,  but  only  that  the 
clerks,  who  wrot  thofe  letters, 
were  as  unapt  to  write  in  Englilh, 
as  the  Wellhmen,  at  this  day,  in 
theire  owne  language ;  and  by 
this  theire  Englilh  fpeeche  here 
in  Penbrokelhire,  I  gather  that 
the  greateft  parte  of  thofe  people 
that  came  into  Penbrokelhire, 
with  thefe  earles,  were  Saxons 
and  Englilhmen.  And  it  is  very 
like  that  the  conqueror  having 
a  purpofe  to  fupplant  the  Eng- 
lilh  nation  out  of  England, 
would  rather  imploye  them  and 
the  Flemings  in  the  warres 
againft  the  Wellhmen  then  the 
Frenchmen  he  brought  with 
him,  faving  fuch  as  were  of  ac¬ 
count,  and  which  he  meant  to 
prefer  by  the  fervice.  I  have 
fought,  therefore,  toconfirme  my 
aflertion  herein,  by  gathering- 
F  2  together 
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tojeihcr  the  French  names, 
which  I  finde  to  be  of  ancient 
tyme,  men  of  fort  in  Penbroke- 
fhire,  a  few  of  which  follow, 
and  for  the  reft,  I  referre  you 
to  them  in  their  place,  when  I 
come  to  treat  of  theire  habita¬ 
tions. 

Here  occurs  one  of  the 
many  hiatufes  which  we  have 
to  regret  in  this  work,  which 
the  author,  no  doubt,  had  in 
contemplation  to  fill  up,  but 
which,  though  I  have  made  all 
the  enquiries,  and  have  been 
put  in  pofleffion,  moft  liberally, 
of  every  thing  fuppofed  to  have 
been  collected  by  him,  I  can 
find  no  document  wherewith  to 
fupply  ;  and  I  muft  confefs,  that 
however  frefh  they  might  have 


been  in  his  time,  the  traces  are 
now  fo  faint,  of  there  having 
been  many  French  names,  be¬ 
ginning  with  De  la  and  Fitz , 
that  I  cannot  cite  one  to  juftify 
a  fuppofttion  of  a  French  de- 
fcent :  but  that  there  are  many 
of  Flemifh  extradiion,  the  names 
frequent  and  common  in  the 
country,  do  clearly  prove;  the 
manners,  cuftoms,  and  a  certain 
jargon  of  language  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Roos  and  Caftlemar- 
tin  Hundreds,  being  fo  diftimi- 
lar  from  what  we  meet  elfe- 
where  in  W ales,  unlefs  it  be  in 
Gower ;  and,  as  I  learn,  a  kin 
in  many  refpedis,  to  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  low  countries, 
that  thence  undoubtedly  they 
have  derived  their  origim 


CAR  IV. 
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That  the  Countrye  is  now  inhabited  hy  three  feverall  Nations ;  as, 
Weljhmen ,  the  remnant  of  the  ancient  Britons,  and  firft  Inhabitants 
of  the  Countrey  ;  Englijhmen ,  brought  thither  at  the  Conqueji  there¬ 
of ;  and  by  Irifhmen ,  which  doe  dayly  ferrie  over  thyther  out  of 
Ireland ;  and  of  the  languages  fpohn  hy  thefe  three  feverall  Nations . 


THIS  fheere  is  taken  to  be 
divided  into  two  partes, 
the  Engliftierie  and  Welfherie, 
as  fhall  be  more  largely  declared 
hereafter  in  the  particular  chap¬ 
ter  thereof.  1  lie  upper  part  of 
the  (hire,  which  I  call  the 
Welfhery,  is  inhabited  by  W eifh- 
men,  the  firft  known  owners  of 


the  countrey,  and  are  fuch  as 
were  never  removed  by  any  eon- 
queft  or  ftranger  that  wonn  the 
country:  thefe  are  the  people 
of  the  hundreds  of  Kernes,  Cil- 
gerran,  and  Dewiiland,  and  parte 
ofNarberth,  in  which  hundreds 
there  are  divers  ancient  gentle¬ 
men,  that  to  this  day  doe  hould 

and 
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and  keepe  theire  ancient  houfes 
and  defcents  from  their  anncef- 
tors,  for  400,  500,  600  yeeres, 
and  more  ;  for,  notwithbanding 
that  Kemres  was  conquered  by 
Martin  Towres,  yet  for  that 
the  people  of  the  countrey  did 
not  hould  out  till  the  uttermob, 
but  yeelded  after  one  battell,  he 
gave  divers  of  them  theire  an¬ 
cient  landes  to  hold  of  him,  and 
did  not  utterly  unroote  them,  as 
was  done  with  the  inhabitants 
of  Roufe  Narberth,  Cable  Mar¬ 
tin,  and  parte  of  Dougledy  were, 
and  Englifhemen  placed  in  their 
roomes;  and  therefore  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Kernes,  doe  vaunt 
of  theire  great  antiquitie,  much 
before  any  others  of  the  fhire, 
accounting  themfelves  more  an¬ 
cient  gentlemen  in  the  countrey, 
then  any  of  thofe  that  came 
thither  with  Strongbow ;  and 
thefe  gentlemen  have  yet  many 
ancient  families  in  the  countrey, 
which  preferve  their  defcents  to 
this  day,  and  well  knowne  by 
goode  proofe  of  ancient  writings 
and  recordes,  that  theire  ancef- 
tors  have  benn  owners  of  thofe 
lands  they  now  enjoy,  many 
yeares  before  the  coming  of 
Strongbow  into  this  country, 
which  was  in  the  tyme  of  Hen: 
1st. — Alfoe  it  feemeth  that  ano¬ 
ther  caufe  moved  him  to  fuffer 
the  ancient  inhabiters  of  Kernes 
to  enjoy  their  patrimonies,  and 
made  the  Welfhmen  the  more 


willing  to  yield  their  obedience 
to  him,  is  the  agreement  which 
was  made  betweene  his  fonne. 
Sir  William  Martyn,  when  he 
married  the  Lord  Rees  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  then  Lord  of  Kernes  ;  foe 
that  it  thould  feeme,  that  the 
fayd  William  came  to  quiet  pof- 
feffion  of  the  fame,  as  well  by 
his  own  matche,  as  by  the  con- 
queb  of  the  fame :  and  of  this 
Giraldus  Cambrenfis  fpeaketh, 
of  the  injurious  dealing  of  the 
fayd  Lord  Rees  with  Sir  William 
Martyn,  when  he  purpofed  to 
breake  with  him  for  the  Cable 
of  Nevarne ;  but  howfoever  it 
fell  out,  certain  it  is,  that  the 
ancient  men  of  Kernes  were 
not  utterly  debroyed,  as  we 
finde,  that  to  this  day,  notwith¬ 
ftanding  the  countrey  was  fub- 
dued  by  an  invader,  bill  the  firb 
inhabiters  remain  there,  and  this 
is  the  caufe  that  they  yet  re- 
taine  their  inheritance,  and  their 
ancient  language,  the  Welfli. 

Dewi’s  land  being  long  before 
given  to  the  bifhopps  of  St. 
Davids,  by  the  ancient  princes 
of  the  country,  the  men  of  wants 
of  that  age,  accompted  it  a  pro- 
phane  and  impious  offence,  to 
attempt  any  thing  againb  the 
poffeflions  of  the  church,  and 
therefore  they  remayned  in  quiett, 
and  the  countrey,  never  harra- 
fed  ;  wherefore  this  hundred  re- 
tayneth  and  ufeth  the  ancient 
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language,  the  Welfhe,  as  like- 
wife  doth  Cilgerran,  by  what 
meaties  I  know  not,  for  lure  I 
am,  the  fame  was  wonn  by 

William  Marfhall. — But  the 

,  p 

countryes  of  Rowfe,  Caftell, 
Martin,  Narberth,  and  moll  of 
Dougledy  Hundred,  the  bifhop?s 
lordlhips  excepted,  were  wholy 
put  to  fire  and  fword  by  the 
Normans,  Flemings,  and  En- 
glifhmen,  who  utterly  expelled 
thereof,  and  peopled  the  coun¬ 
trey  themfelves ;  whofe  pofteritie 
remayne  there  till  this  day,  as 
may  appeare  by  their  names, 
manner,  and  language,  fpeaking 
altogether  the  Englifh,  and  dif¬ 
fering  in  manners',  diett,  buil¬ 
ding  and  tilling  of  the  land,  from 
the  Wellhmen;  and  although 
this  bee  now  neere  500  yeares 
paft,  yet  doe  thefe  two  nations 
keepe  ech  from  dealing  with  the 
other,  as  meere  ft  rangers,  foe 
that  the  meaner  forte  of  people 
will  not,  nor  doth  not  ufually 
joyne  together  in  mariage,  al¬ 
though  they  be  in  one  hundred, 
and  fometymes  in  the  fame  pa- 
rilh,  nor  comefce  or  buy,  but 
in  open  faires  foe  that  you  Ihail 
finde  in  one  parifh,  a  patheway 
parting  the  Englifti  from  the 
Welfh,  and  the  one  fide  fpeake 
all  Englifh,  the  other  all  Welfh, 
and  differing  in  tilling  and  mea- 
faring  of  the  land,  and  divers 
other  matters.  And  now  this 
diverfitie  of  fpeeches  breedeth 


fome  inconveniences,  for  that 
oftentymes  it  is  found  at  the 
aftifes,  that  in  a  jury  of  twelve 
men,  there  will  be  one  half  that 
cannot  underftand  the  others 
words,  and  yet  miift  they  agree 
upon  the  truthe  of  the  matter  be¬ 
fore  they  departe;  and  I  have 
feene  two  triers  fworne  for  triall 
of  the  reft  of  the  Panell,  the  one 
were  Englifh,  the  other,  not 
underftanding  any  word  of  En¬ 
glifh,  have  failed  out  three  dayes 
upon  the  matter,  the  one  not 
able  to  fpeake  to  the  other. 

As  for  the  Irifhmen,  they  are 
foe  powdrid  among  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Roufe  and  Cafteli  Mar- 
tyn,  that  in  every  village  you 
ftiall  finde,  the  3d.  4th.  or  5ch. 
houfeholder  an  Irilhman ;  and 
now  of  late  they  fwarme  more 
then  in  tymes  paft,  by  reafon  of 
thefe  late  wanes  in  Ireland ;  and 
if  it  foe  continue  for  the  tyme  to 
come,  in  fhorttyme  they  are  like 
to  matche  the  other  inhabitants 
in  nomber :  thefe  for  the  moft 
parte  fpeak  and  ufe  here  the 
Englifh  tongue,  yet  in  fuch  forte, 
as  that  all  men  may  difcerne  them 
to  be  that  countrey  people,  as 
alfoe  by  the  rudenes  of  their 
maners,  for  the  fervants  will 
ufually  thou  his  mafter,  and 
thinketh  it  noe  offence  ;  as  many 
as  come  out  of  the  countie  of 
Wesford,  fay  they  underftand 
noe  Irifhe,  neither  doth  any  well 
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HISTORY. 


71 


underftand  Englifh.  They  are 
foe  increafed,  that  there  are 
whole  parifhes,  inhabited  by  the 
Irifh,  having  not  one  Englifh, 
or  Welfh,  but  the  Parfon  of  the 
parifhe.  And  thofe  Irifh  peo¬ 
ple  here,  doe  ufe  theire  countrye 
trade,  in  making  of  Aqua  Vltce 
in  great  abundance  which  they 
carie  to  be  fold  abroade  the  coun¬ 
trey,  on  horfebacke  and  other- 
wife  ;  fo  that  weekely  you  may 
be  fure  to  have  Aqua  Vitae  to  be 
fold  at  your  doore,  and  by  means 
thereof,  it  is  growne  to  be  an 
ufuall  drink  in  mod  mens  houfes, 
infteade  of  wine,  fome  of  them 
making  exceeding  good,  and 
fould  better  cheape  then  in  any 
parte  of  England  or  Ireland,  for 
I  have  dranke  as  good  as  fome 
Rofa  Solis  made  by  them,  and 
this  foald  ufually  for  I6d  a  quart, 
but  commonlie  you  fhall  have 
very  good  for  10J.  or  12k  the 
quarte,  which  is  better  cheape 
then  ever  I  could  buy  the  like 
^lfewhere. 

%  I  cannot  agree  with  my 
author,  in  fuppofmg  it  was  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  faintnefs  of  their  re- 
fiftance,  the  men  of  Kemes  had 
better  terms  from  the  invaders  ; 
but  on  account  of  their  fpirited 
oppohtion  and  untradtablenefs, 
which  made  the  compromife 
between  him  and  the  ancient 
pofledbrs  of  the  countrcy  ne- 


ceflary,  and  induced  him  to 
fhelter  his  violence  under  a 
match  with  Angharad,  natural 
daughter  of  Rhys,  prince  of 
South  W ales,  commonly  called 
Yr  Arglwydd  Rhys ,  which  flep 
alone  could  have  prevailed  tipon 
them  to  have  accepted  of  any 
terms,  however  liberal,  at  the 
hands  of  an  ufurper  :  but  this 
marriage  was  a  falvo  for  their 
conceffions,  which  were  made, 
not  to  the  defcendant  of  the  en¬ 
croaching  Norman,  but  to  the 
blood  royal  of  their  hereditary 
princes. 

That  Kilgerran,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  which  and  Kemes,  may¬ 
be  confidered  as  one  family,  or 
clan,  defcended  from  the  fame 
Pencenedl ,  Ihould  boaft  of  re¬ 
taining  its  original  language, 
people,  and  tenures,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  titular  conqueft  of 
William  Marfhall,  is  not  at  all 
to  be  wondered  at,  as  we  may 
fuppofe  they  could  not  fail  to 
have  caught  the  fame  fpirit  that 
had  animated  their  kindred  neigh¬ 
bours,  and  would  fcorn  to  have 
fubmitted  to  bafer  conditions 
than  they  had  done.  Hence  it 
happeneth,  that  in  thefe  two 
diftridts  may  be  traced  more  of 
the  native  manners,  cuftoms, 
and  character  of  the  ancient 
Britons,  than  in  moft  parts  of 
Wales. 

E  4 
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which  certainly  have  made  the 


]  have  noted  that  there  is  not 
a  better  criterion,  by  which  to 
hx  the  line  of  the  Norman  and 
Flemifh  fettlers  in  this  county, 
than  their  building,  particularly 
the  churches,  which,  in  the 
parts  they  took  poffeffion  of, 
uniformly  are  feen  with  towers, 
or  fpires ;  whereas,  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  county,  the  true 
old  W elfli  churches  are  of  very 
mean  fabric,  having  no  exter¬ 
nal  or  internal  decorations,  nei¬ 
ther  fleeple  without,  nor  monu¬ 
ments  within. 

We  have  caufe  to  congratu- 
late  ourfelves,  that  the  lapfe  of 
a  century  hath  rid  us  of  the 
Hibernian  fwarm  that  had  lived 
here,  though  not  before  they 
had  introduced  the  pernicious 
lafie  for  frrong  diflilled  liquors, 


gout  among  us  more  frequent, 
and  bid  fair  to  bring  into  difufe 
the  only  beverage  calculated  for 
a  Britifh  conflitution,  ale,  in  all 
its  various  forms  of  brewage, 
either  fimple,  or  incorporated 
with  fpice  and  honey  into  Brag-- 
awd.  I  venerate  the  true  phi- 
lofophy  of  the  French  phyfi- 
cian,  mentioned  in  Mafler  James 
Ho wel's  Letters,  which,  fupe- 
rior  to  prejudices  of  birth  and 
education,  when  the  difcourfe 
happened  to  turn  on  the  iiquors 
of  different  countries,  notwith- 
handing  his  palate  had  been  ha¬ 
bituated  to  the  grape  of  Bur¬ 
gundy,  induced  him  to  pay  com¬ 
pliment  to  Howel,  and  his 
country  (Wales)  by  faying,  it 
produced  “  the  nobleft  liquor  a 
“  man  could  put  into  his  guts/’ 


CAP.  V. 

Of  the  Conflitution  of  ihe  Bodies  of  the  People ,  and  of  the  Inclina¬ 
tion  and  Nature  of  the  Inhabitants ,  as  well  by  ancient  writers  as 

otherwife . 


7* HAT  I  fliall  here  fpeake 
touching  the  conflitu¬ 
tion  of  the  bodies  of  the  people, 
is  confyned  to  the  gerierall  and 
common  forte,  being  the  greateft 
nomber.  As  for  gentlemen,  or 
townefinen,  of  thofe  I  will  af- 
terwardes  fpeake  in  particular. 
This  kinde  then  are  very  meane 


and  fimple,  fhort  of  growthe, 
broad,  and  fhrubby,  unaccepta¬ 
ble  in  fight  for  the  rnoft  parte, 
howfoever  they  prove  in  adlion, 
when  they  are  put  to  it.  Soe 
that  of  all  the  countries  of  W ales 
1  am  bold  to  pronounce,  (and 
I  fpeake  by  experience,)  Pen- 
brokelhire  to  be  worft  of  man- 
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red,  and  hardeft  to  finde  proper 
ferviceable  men ;  fo  that  the 
lieutenants  and  commiflioners 
for  mufters,  are  more  toyled  in 
feeking  50  perfonable  men,  then 
theire  neighbour  fheeres  are  to 
finde  100.  And  when  they 
have  ufed  their  utmoft  induftrie 
therein,  in  the  ende  they  are 
forced  to  fett  furth  many  to 
theire  onne  diflike.  The  caufe 
of  this  difabiline  of  perfons  is 
eaftly  to  be  difcerned,  if  a  man 
but  looke  into  the  (late  of  the 
countrie,  and  education  of  the 
meaner  forte  of  people  :  for  this 
countrie  of  Penbrokefhire,  be¬ 
ing  allmoil;  environed  with  fea, 
bare  champion,  and  naked  of 
woode  and  ilielter,  is  more  fub- 
je£t  to  extremitie  of  ftormes, 
fodaine  tempeftes,  and  fea  tlawes 
of  winde  and  haile,  then  other 
the  inland  countries  are,  and 
therefore  there  are  fewe  hedges 
or  inclofures  to  be  founde ;  by 
reafon  whereof  the  hufbandmen 
are  forced  to  keepe  herdes  for 
their  cattell,  and  that  in  greater 
nombers  then  other  countries  in 
England  doe,  or  that  they  them- 
felves  neede,  as  I  fliall  hereafter 
touche  more  largelie,  when  I 
come  to  fpeake  of  the  inconve- 
niencies  of  this  countrie  ;  for,  I 
have  by  good  accompt,  nombred 
three  thoufand  young  people,  to 
be  brought  up  continually  in 
herding  of  cattle,  within  this 
fhire ;  who  are  put  to  this  idle 


education,  when  they  firft  come 
to  be  ten  or  twelve  yeares  of 
age,  and  turned  to  the  fieldes  to 
followe  theire  cattell,  where  they 
are  forced  to  endure  the  heat  of 
the  fun,  in  his  greatefl  extrea- 
mitie,  to  parche  and  burn  theire 
faces,  hands,  and  leggs,  feete, 
and  breaftes,  in  fuch  forte,  as 
they  feeme  more  like  tawny- 
moores,  then  people  of  this 
land ;  and  then  with  the  cold, 
froft,  fnowe,  haile,  raine,  and 
winde,  they  are  fo  tormented* 
having  the  {kin  of  theire  leggs, 
hands,  face,  and  feete,  all  in 
chinks  and  chappes,  (like  the 
chinks  of  an  elephant’s  {kin, 
wherewith  he  is  wont  to  take 
the  hies  that  com  thither  to  fuck 
his  blood)  that,  poore  foules, 
they  may  well  hould  opinion 
with  the  Papifts,  that  theire  is  a 
purgatorie  ;  and  being  thus  tan¬ 
ned  with  heate  of  the  fun,  and 
dried  up  with  the  heat  and  cold, 
as  the  fifhermen  doe  theire  (lock 
fhh  in  the  froft  ;  and  poor  j  ohns 
with  the  fu miner’s  heat,  foe 
many  of  them  as  are  of  that 
name,  may  well  neere  be  reck¬ 
oned  with  thefe  latter  forte,  dif¬ 
fering  as  much  from  other  peo¬ 
ple  that  are  brought  up  in  warme 
houfes,  by  good  fires  in  winter, 
and  fheltered  by  houfe  or  ftiade 

J 

in  fummer,  as  theftock-filh  or 
poor  Johns  doe  from  the  large 
organ  ling ;  and  when  they  re¬ 
deemed  theire  libcrtic  out  of  this 

pur- 
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purgatorie,  by  attaining  to  20 
or  24  yeares  of  age,  then  are 
they  held  in  fuch  continuall  la¬ 
bour,  in  tilling  of  the  land, 
burning  of  lyme,  digging  of 
cole,  and  other  flaveries  and  ex- 
treame  toiles,  as  while  they  live 
they  never  come  in  fhape,  favour 
or  outlines,  to  be  accompted 
among  the  nomber  of  perfonahle 
men ;  and  yet,  perhance,  his 
deformity,  notwithftanding,  as 
ferviceable  in  proofe,  as  he  that 
looketh  with  a  fairer  counte¬ 
nance.  This  is  one  chiefe  caufe, 
as  I  take  it,  why  this  countrye 
cometh  fo  farre  behind  the  reft 
of  Wales,  for  manred,  and  able 
perfons  as  it  is  found  to  doe  ; 
befide  this,  the  country,  efpe- 
ciaily  of  late  yeares,  is  fallen 
much  to  trade  to  fea,  and  a 
greate  parte  of  the  countrie 
people  are  feamen  and  mariners, 
•which  may  not  be  taken  up  for 
landferviees,  and  many  of  them 
continually  abroade  at  fea,  and 
feldom  to  be  found  at  home ; 
which  is  a  fpeciall  matter  that 
fhould  be  regarded  in  laying 
nombers  of  men  for  foreine  fer- 
vices  upon  this  fhire.  Befide 
this  the  countrie  noriftieth,  nei¬ 
ther  willingly  harboureth,  any 
idle  people,  which  alwaies  are 
found  to  be  the  nioft  perfonall 
men ;  but  everie  man  applieth 
diligentlie  to  his  owne  bufinefs, 
that  he  liveth  by ;  and,  in  this 
refpedi,  I  am  induced  to  thinke, 


that  thefe  meaner  forte  of  peo¬ 
ple,  although  they  have  loft 
their  language,  are  the  remnant 
and  offspring  of  thofe  Flemings, 
that  were  fent  hither  to  Pen- 
brokefhire  by  Hen:  Ist.  and  king 
Stephen,  and  placed  about  Pen- 
broke  and  Plaverfordweft,  if  we 
may  be  allowed  to  judge,  from 
the  cleannefs  of  their  houfes, 

V 

and  carefull  plying  theire  labours 
they  have  in  hand,  and  for 
theire  true  and  plaine  dealing, 
in  which  they  much  refemble 
the  Cozens,  the  low  countrye- 
men ;  who,  for  the  qualities 
above  expreffed,  carie  the  praife 
of  all  other  nations.  In  one 
thing  indeede  they  have  jftrange- 
ly  altered  their  ftomach  from 

a 

the  reft  over  the  fea,  for  in  that 
excefs  with  which  they  are  taxed 
for  drinking,  are  thefe  theire 
kinfmen  for  exceffive  eating,  for 
of  cuftome  they  will  have  five 
meals  a  day,  and  if  you  will 
bellow  the  fixth  on  them,  they 
will  accept  it  very  kindly,  and 
if  they  be  hut  a  little  intreated, 
they  will  bellow  labour  on  the 
feventh  meale.  But  of  this  I 
will  more  largely  fpeake  here¬ 
after,  among  the  inconveniences 
pertainyng  to  this  countrey. 

Generally  for  the  inclination 
of  the  people,  as  well  gentlemen 
yeomen,  riche  and  poore,  they 
all  embrace  peace,  quiettnefs, 
and  neighbourly  love,  hating 
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contentions,  troubles,  brawles 
and  fadlions ;  more  bent  to  put 
up  with  an  injury,  then  to  re¬ 
venge  a  wrong ;  eafily  intreated 
after  an  offence  received,  and 
if  there  be  one  or  two  of  con¬ 
trary  difpofitions  to  be  found 
among  us,  they  are  not  to  be 
reckoned  off:  but  my  fpeeche  is 
of  the  moll  parte  of  the  people, 
not  regarding  a  few,  if  any  be. 
And  to  conclude  in  fewe  wordes, 
very  obedient  to  the  magiftrates 
of  the  countrye,  undertaking 
willingly  to  their  power,  any 
burden  or  chardge  layd  upon 
them  for  the  princes  fervice,  or 
theire  countries  good,  without 
repining  thereat;  provided  that 
there  be  noe  opprefiion,  or  par- 
ciallity  offered  which  greaveth 
them  more  then  the  burthen,  and 
will  quickly  move  them  to  com- 
plaine. 

The  gentlemen,  ferving  men, 
and  the  townefmen  of  this  coun¬ 
trey,  are  not  foe  unferviceable  ; 
but  very  perfonable,  comely, 
and  tall  men,  which  confirmeth 
my  former  affertion,  that  the 
hard  labour,  parching  of  the  fun, 
and  ftarving  with  cold,  is  a 
cheefe  caufe  of  the  unfeemlines 
of  the  common  people  of  the 
countrey ;  feing  the  gentlemen, 
ferving  men,  and  thofe  brought 
up  in  townes,  which  are  not  tor¬ 
mented  with  thefe  extremities  of 


heat  and  cold,  nor  tired  with 
toyle,  doe  prove  more  perfona¬ 
ble  ;  and  of  the  common  people 
of  this  countrey,  the  Wehhmen, 
whom  the  reft  call  the  mounten 
men,  are  found  to  be  the  more 
perfonable,  as  people  not  fo 
cloyed  with  labour,  as  thofe 
who  live  by  tillage ;  yet  not- 
withftanding  the  unfeemlines  of 
the  men,  I  have  hearde  diverfe 
captens,  that  have  had  the  lea¬ 
ding  and  trayning  of  this  coun¬ 
trey  men,  in  forein  partes,  com¬ 
mend  them  for  theire  fervices, 
as  people  docible,  and  apt  to  re- 
ceave  mftrutftion  in  martial  di- 
cipline,  and  able  to  endure  tra- 
vell  and  hard  lodging  ;  and  it 
fhould  follow,  that  thofe  which 
are  foe  acquainted  with  the  force 
of  heat  and  cold,  muff  prove  lefte 
daintie  thereof,  than  thofe  that 
have  not  tailed  of  it  before.  It 
was  a  fpecial  commendation  gi¬ 
ven  to  the  Roman  conjurator, 
Catylin,  that  he  was pat  tens frig- 
oris  &  'media.  Wherein  if  our 
countrey  may  receive  prayfe  for 
the  one,  it  is  like  they  will  much 
repine  at  the  other,  if  their  fto- 
maekes  be  no  more  cold  abroade 
then  at  home. 

My  friend,  the*  Rev.  Dr. 
Gibfon,  was  much  pleafed  with 
the  curious  reafoning  concerning 
the  growth,  look,  and  conftitu- 
tioii  of  the  common  people  of 


*  The  editor  of  Camden,  and  bilhop  of  London. 
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this  country,  as  refulting  from 
the  exercife  of  an  acute  mind, 
and  which  I  doubt  not,  were 
perfedlly  juft ;  but  the  country 
now,  though  there  be  too  much 
champaign  ftill  left,  is  fo  much 
altered  by  inclofures  that  it  is 
not  liable  to  the  fame  cenfure,  as 
it  might  have  merited  in  Queen 
Elizabeth’s  days ;  there  being 
not  a  more  lightly  people  any 
where,  take  them  promifcuouf- 
ly.  Our  women,  particularly 
for  beauty  and  wit,  yield  to  none. 

I  cannot  find,  that  in  a  gene¬ 
ral  way  of  fpeaking,  the  people 
of  this  country  have  fuch  cor¬ 
morant  appetites  at  this  day,  as 
to  entitle  them  to  the  cenfure  of 
my  author,  whatever  might  have 
been  the  cafe  in  his  time  ;  though 
indeed,  if  we  may  judge  of  the 
capacity  of  the  ftomachs  of  his 
particular  houfhold,  by  that  of 
the  oven  at  Heuliys,  his  family 
manfton,  which,  formed  on  a 
truly  gigantick  fcale,  is  now  in 
being,  but  rarely  ufed  ;  we  may 
juftly  infer,  that  there  was  fome- 
thing  more  than  common  un- 
der  his  roof,  to  have  induced 
fuch  out  of  the  way  dimenfions, 


and  fufficient  to  juftify  his  re¬ 
proach,  as  far  as  it  related  to  his 
own  family. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  Pern- 
brokefhire,  are  compofed  of  lefs 
turbulent  elements,  than  thofe 
of  the  other  part  of  the  princi¬ 
pality,  a  little  acquaintance  with 
them,  will  incline  the  moft  pre¬ 
judiced  to  acknowledge,  not  being 
of  fuch  a  gunpowder  quality  as 
to  blow  up,  before  it  can  be  dif- 
covered,  that  fcarcely  the  match 
is  put  to,  which  I  particularly 
noted  to  be  too  much  the  cafe 
in  north  Wales,  when  I  had  oc- 
cafton  to  accompany  my  ho¬ 
noured  friend,  Sir  Hugh  Owen, 
to  Anglefey,  when  he  went  to 
make  overtures  of  marriage  to 
the  heirefs  of  Bodowen ;  the 
heft  bred  men  there  being  of  a 
much  more  combuftible  nature 
than  ours,  all  touch  wood  and 
tinder:  nay  the  ladies  feemed 
add  idled  to  catch  rather  quicker. 
And  this  difference  of  tempe¬ 
rature,  fo  obfervable  in  Pern- 
brokefhire,  may  be  owing  to  a 
conftderable  crofs  in  the  breed  it 
hath  experienced  for  forne  cen¬ 
turies. 


CAP. 
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CAP.  VI. 

Of  the  Divifon  of  the  fayde  Countrey  in  antient  Tyme ,  into  Cant  reds 
and  Comottes,  how  now  it  is  divided  into  the  Englijherie  and  the 
dVelfoerie ,  as  aljo  how  the  fame  is  laftly  divided  into  Jeven  Hundreds . 


EFORE  I  declare  unto  you 
how  the  fame  was  in  an¬ 
cient  tyme  divided  into  cantreds 
and  comottes,  it  were  neceflarie 
to  fhewe  what  the  fame  names 
doe  fignifie,  and  when  the  fame 
partition  was  made ;  and  firfl  as 
touching  when  the  fame  was  foe 
parted,  it  is  of  that  antiquity, 
that  there  is  not  extant  any  mat¬ 
ter  of  creditt  to  ground  any  cer¬ 
tainty  thereof  upon :  but  mani- 
feh:  it  is  that  all  Wales  was  in 
the  tymes  of  the  Britains  di¬ 
vided  into  comotts  and  cantreds, 
each  of  them  knowne  by  theire 
proper  names  and  boundes,  many 
of  which  names  as  yet  remayne, 
and  the  places  well  knowne  by 
the  fame,  whilft  fome  (though 
not  many)  are  buried  in  obli¬ 
vion,  yet  to  be  found  out  by 
fome  memoriall  of  thefe  names. 
Rodri  mawr,  prince,  or  rather 
king  of  all  Wales,  about  the 
yeare  of  Chrift  843,  had  three 
fonnes,  among  which  he  divided 
all  Wales,  confuting  of  53 
cantreds,  whereof  he  gav$  unto 
Cadell,  his  eldeft,  all  the  coun¬ 
trey  of  South  Wales  to  his 
parte  and  portion,  which  in¬ 
cluded  this  province  of  Pen- 


broke,  and  of  which  onely  I 
will  fpeake  in  this  place,  con¬ 
taining  7  cantreds,  each  can- 
tred  being  divided  into  3  comotts, 
whofe  names,  as  I  finde  them 
written  of  ancient  tyme,  I  have 
thought  good  to  infert  here, 
that  is  to  fay— 

Emlyn  cantred,  contayning  3 
comotts,  (viz.)  Uwch  Reach, 
Is  Reach,  Levethir. 
Doyglethe  cantred,  3  comotts, 
(viz.)  Amgoed,  Pennant, 

Evelfrey. 

Arberth  cantred,  3  comotts, 

(viz.)  Penrinarclais,  Elkyr 

olef,  Talacharn. 

Penvro  cantred,  3  comotts,  (viz.) 

Coedyrhaf,Manerbir,Penvro. 
Roofe  cantred,  3  comotts,  (viz.) 
liwlfordd,  Caftell  Gwalch- 
mai,  Y  Garn. 

Pebidiog  cantred,  3  comotts, 

(viz.)  Minyw,  Pencaer,  Pe¬ 
bidiog. 

Remes  cantred,  3  comotts, 
(viz.)  Ywch  Nyfer,  Is  Nyfer, 
Trefdraeth. 

The  name  of  Cantre  is  an 
ancient  Britifh  word,  and  well 
underftood  of  the  Welfhmen  by 

the 
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the  etymologie  thereof ;  for  tref> 
fignifieth  a  town  or  village,  and 
canty  is  a  hundred,  from  the 
Latin  centum :  fo  that  cantred 
fignifieth  a  100  townreds,  or 
villages,  and  ech  townred  con- 
lifted  of  a  certain  nomber  of 
acres  of  land,  foe  that  for  the 
moft  parte,  eache  Cantred  feem- 
eth  to  be  neere  of  equall  quantity. 
The  word  Comot,  fignifieth  a 
neighbourhood,  or  concourfe  of 
people,  and  may  very  well  be 
expounded  by  the  Latin  word 
ufed  by  the  clerks  of  the  common 
lawe,  in  theire  writts  of  Venire 
facias,  Vicinetum  ;  for  as  the 
Latin  word  Vicinus  fignifieth  a 
neighbour,  foe  doth  the  Welfh 
word  Comodog,  fignine  the  fame; 
and  as  the  word  Vicinetum  is 
taken  in  the  eye  of  the  lawe  for 
the  hundred,  fo  was  eche  of  thofe 
comots  ancient  hundreds,  and 
had  hundred  coortes  kept  in 
them.  Thus  much  of  the  co- 
motts  and  cantreds  of  Penbroke- 
fhire  the  moft  ancient  divifion 
of  the  fame.  Now  will  I  fpeake 
of  the  fecond  divifion  thereof, 
as  it  now  ftandeth  divided  be- 
tweene  the  Englifhmen  and  the 
Welftimen  of  the  fhire ;  but 
firft,  as  I  before  have  declared, 
the  fame  being  in  ancient  tyme 
inhabited  wdioly  by  Welfhmen, 
a  greate  parte  thereof  was  wonn 
from  them  by  the  Englifh,  under 
the  condudl  of  Earle  Strongbow 
and  divers  others ;  and  the  fatne 


planted  with  his  followers  whofe 
pofteritie  enjoy  it  to  this  day, 
and  keep  their  language  among 
themfelves,  without  receiving 
the  Welfh  fpeeche,  or  learning 
any  parte  thereof,  and  hold  them- 
feives  fo  clofe  to  the  fame,  as  to 
this  day  they  wonder  at  a 
Welfhman  coming  among  them, 
the  one  neighbour  faying  to  the 
other,  look  there  goeth  a  Welfh¬ 
man.  The  fhire  is  well  neere 
equally  divided  into  two  partes, 
between  the  Englifh  fpeeche  and 
the  Welfhe,  for  the  hundreds  of 
Caftle  Martin,  Rowfe,  and  all 
Narberth,  excepting  the  parifhes 
of  Landewi  and  Lanpeter,  and 
all  Dougledy,  excepting  the  pa¬ 
rifhes  of  Lanvalteg,  Langain, 
Landyflilio,  Lanykeven,  and 
Crynow,  doe  fpeake  the  Eng- 
lifhe,  and  then  the  hundreds  of 
Kernes,  Kilgerran  and  Dewifland, 
fpeake  ail  the  Welfhe  tongue, 
foe  that  about  74  parifhes  are 
inhabited  by  the  Englifhmen, 
and  64  parifhes  more  by  the 
Welfhe,  and  the  reft  being 
about  6,  fpeake  both  languages, 
being  as  it  were  the  marches  be- 
tweene  both  thefe  nations.  The 
Lanfker  that  parteth  the  two 
languages,  beginneth  at  Cron- 
were,  by  Carmarthenfliire,  and 
foe  paffeth  up  to  Lanhaden, 
where  both  languages  are  fpoa- 
ken,  and  from  thence,  betweene 
Rietherfton  and  Lanykeven,  to 
New  Mote,  and  foe  between 
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Caflle,  Bythe  and  Anbleflon,  and 
foe  betweene  Trefgarne  and 
St.  Dogvvells,  and  over  the  hills, 
betweene  Hayfe  Caflle,  and  then 
turning  down  Newgall  Moore, 
as  the  fame  river  leadeth  to  the 
fea,  betweene  Roche  Caflle  and 
bridge,  the  fouther  parte  of 
which  Lanfker  fpeaketh  all  En- 
glifh,  and  the  norther  f;de 
Wei flie,  well  neere,  as  I  fayed 
before,  parting  the  fhire  in  two 
equall  halfes  betweene  them. 

Laflly,  as  touching  the  divi- 
fions  thereof  into  hundreds,  the 
fame  confifleth  of  feven,  as  of 
old ;  four  of  which  fayd  hun¬ 
dreds  being  the  firfl  that  follow, 
doe  agree  eche  of  them  in  quan¬ 
tise,  with  the  ancient  cantreds 
before  exprefled,  and  the  three 
lafl  are  altered  in  name,  though 
the  two  firfl  of  the  three  containe 
the  fame  quantity  under  other 
names. 

1.  Kernes.  2.  Doygledy.  3. 
Rowfe.  4.  Narberth.  5.  Dew- 
ifland,  6.  Caflle  Martin.  7  Kil- 
garran. 

Dewifland  is  that  which  in 
ancient  tymes  was  called  Cantre 
Pebidiog,  and  foe  is  it  called  of 
Welfhmen  to  this  day ;  it  took 
the  name  of  Dewifland  among 
the  Englifhmen,  for  that  it  was 
given  to  the  bifhop’s  fee  of  St. 
Davids,  at  the  firfl  tyme  it  was 


made  a  hundred,  which  Sr. 
Davids  was  called  in  Welflie 
Dewi. 

Caflle  Martin  hundred,  is 
that  which  was  called  the  Cantre 
of  Penvro,  but  it  containeth  but 
two  of  the  three  ancient  co- 
motts  thereof  (viz.)  Maner-Pyr 
and  Penfro  ;  the  other  Comott, 
called  Coedrhaf,  or  rather  Coed- 
traeth,  as  I  finde  it  written,  is 
now  put  to  the  hundred  of  Nar¬ 
berth,  to  make  it  compleat,  for 
a  greate  parte  thereof  that  was 
taken  away  from  it,  and  an¬ 
nexed  to  Carmarthenfhire.  Kil- 
garran  hundred  is  parte  of  the 
cantred  of  Emlyn,  and  con¬ 
fifleth  onely  of  the  3d  parte  of 
the  fayd  cantred  as  anciently 
divided  (viz.)  Ifkeach,  and  to 
this  day  the  fayd  hundred  is 
called  of  the  inhabitants,  by  the 
name  of  Emlin  Yfkeach,  the 
other  parte  Ywchkeach,  being 
taken  from  Penbrokefhire,  and 
added  to  Carmarthenfhire,  and 
is  that  parte  wherein  the  towne 
of  Newcaflell  flandeth. 

I  have  many  other  matters 
fit  to  be  fpoken  of  eache  of  thefe 
hundreds,  which  I  here  omitt, 
for  in  that  in  my  feconde  booke 
of  the  defeription  of  the  fhire, 
where  I  mean  to  handle  each 
hundred,  and  every  parifhe  in 
the  fame  in  particular,  onely 
this  one  thing  I  thought  good  to 

give 
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give  note  of,  that  at  fuch  tyme 
as  the  (hires  of  W ales  were  di¬ 
vided  into  hundreds,  that  the 
fame  was  don  by  allotting  cer- 
tin  manors  and  lordfhips  to  make 
up  every  hundred,  and  nor  by 
allotting  parifhes  together  to 
make  the  fame,  neither  had  they 
any  refpeef  of  rivers,  hills, 
mountains,  or  fuch  like  notable 
markes,  which  might  well  have 
ferved  lor  good  bounds  or  li- 
mitts  for  every  hundred.  This 
is  plainlie.  to  be  perceived,  for 
that  you  fhall  finde  in  divers 
places,  one  parifh.  divided  into 
two  hundreds,  and  fome  tymes 
into  two  fhires,  as  for  example, 
the  parifh  of  Brydell  in  Kil- 
gerran  hundred,  parte  of  which 
is  in  Kemes  hundred,  the  like 
for  Llanvair,  the  parifhe  being 
parte  in  Kemes  and  parte  in 
Dewifland,  and  the  parhhes  of 
Kilihedyn,Llandiffilio,  Llangain, 
and  Caflell  Dyram,  are  parte  in 
Penbrokefhire  and  parte  in  Car- 
marthenfhire,  each  as  they 
were  parted  before  betweene  the 
lordfhippes  that  w^ere  allotted  to 
eche  {hire  or  hundred,  neither 
did  they  follow  any  ftraight 
way,  path,  river,  or  marke,  to 
make  the  hundreds  of  good 
forme,  but  tooke  the  Lanfkers 
as  they  found  them  to  ferve 
thofe  manors  which  they  allot¬ 
ted  to  every  hundred,  whereas 
the  rivers  of  Taf  or  Clethe  had 
been  very  good  and  apparent 


markes  to  have  parted  Carmar¬ 
then  and  Penbrokeihires  ;  yet 
doe  both  thefe  Hr  ires  reclie  over 
thefe  rivers,  fometymes  Pen¬ 
brokefhire  fheching  clofe  to  and 
over  Taf  to  Carmarthenfhire ; 
and  ap-aine,  Carmarthenihire 
reching  clofe  to  Clete,  making 
betweene  both  rivers  divers  un¬ 
even  and  crooked  lanfkers,  fuch 
as  parted  the  lordfhipps  of  both 
{hires  before  the  divifion  of 
hundreds. 

5[  My  author  muff  have  been 
a  bold  man  to  have  alferted  that 
Cadell  was  Rodri  rnawr’s  eldefl 
fon,  in  oppohtion  to  every 
writer  and  opinion  on  that  fub- 
jedf,  and  yet  one  would  think 
that  a  man  of  very  uni ve rial 
learning  as  he  certainly  was, 
and  no  mean  antiquary,  would 
have  hardly  hazarded  fuch  an 
aflertion  unfupported  by  any 
documents ;  whether  he  had  pub- 
lifhed  his  fentiments,  touching 
this  point  more  fully  and  roundly 
than  he  has  done  in  this  place, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  learn ; 
but  it  is  mod  probable  he  did2 
as  certainly  he  roufed  all  the 
flicklers  of  North  Wales  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Anarawd’s  reputed  pri¬ 
mogeniture,  and  in  Robert 
Vaughan  of  Hengvvrt  alone,  a 
whole  ho  ft  againfl  him,  who 
wrote  a  very,  elaborate  treatife 
to  overfet  the  dodhine  here  ad¬ 
vanced,  which,  by  means  of 
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my  friend  Mr.  Vincent  Corbet 
of  Ynyfymangwin,  I  was  fa¬ 
vour’d  once  with  a  fight  of,  but 
which,  my  author  having  been 
dead  before  it  was  written,  hath 
hitherto  remained  unanfwered, 
and  perhaps  may  be  unanfwer- 
able. 

The  fecond  book  of  the  de~ 
fcription  here  referred  to  as  pro- 
pofed  to  be  written,  I  have 
reafon  to  believe  was  never 
compleated,  a  colledtion  of  ma¬ 
terials  for  the  work  only  having 
been  made,  which  fomehow 
came  into  the  hands  of  my  wor¬ 
thy  friend  #  Mr.  Lloyd  of  Vair- 


dref  in  Cardiganfhire,  who 
kindly  permitted  me  to  make 
fuch  ufe  of  it  as  would  anfwer 
my  purpofe  towards  throwing  a 
light  on  this  firft  part.  Some 
few  extradte  I  found  worth 
making,  and  but  few,  which  may 
occafionally  be  adverted  to  as  I 
ctq  on.  However,  it  is  to  be 

O 

regretted,  that  the  defign,  as 
originally  planned,  was  never 
accomplifhed,  as  my  author, 
from  his  fortune,  his  connex¬ 
ions,  and  his  learning,  and  1 
may  fay,  his  induftry  in  anti¬ 
quarian  refearches,  was  enabled 
to  illuhrate  the  hiftory  of  this 
refpectable  county  more  fully 


*  In  an  original  letter  of  Mr.  Robert  Vaughan  lately  ftiewn  me,  I  find  a  reference 
to  the  above  manufcript,  which,  as  it  ferves  to  thew  the  odor  a  vis  of  antiquarians,  I 
lhall  beg  leave  to  tranfcribe. 

t(  Honoured  Coufin, 

In  my  late  vagary  to  South  Wales,  I  lay  a  night  with  Mr.  Lloyd  of 
iC  "V  airdre,  who  thewed  me  many  old  and  new  manufcripts,  whereof  fome  were  loofe 
(i  leaves  and  Iheets,  almolt  rotten  with  ill  keeping,  and  he  promifed  me  the  loan  of 
(l  them,  but  fince  I  heare  he  is  dead.  I  prefume  you  may  be  acquainted  with,  his 
t(  eldeft  fonne,  whom  I  defire  you  to  treate  with  for  the  loane  of  them  before  they  be 
11  fcattered  and  haply  loft.  You  may,  peradventure,  meet  him  in  feffions,  and  if 
t(  foe,  be  pleafed  to  acquaint  him  with  this  I  write  unto  you  ;  and  if  he  will  conde- 
<e  fcend  to  lend  them,  I  promife  to  do  my  endeavour  to  place  the  leaves  and  fheetes 
t(  aright,  and  withall  will  returne  them  fafely,  newly  bound  and  covered,  whereby 
<(  they  may  laft  an  age  or  two  longer,  and  more  handfomely  adorn  his  ftudy,  and  fhall 
(t  reft  heartily  thankfull  unto  him.  There  is  one  late  manufcript,  treating  of  the  lord-* 
i(  ftiip  of  Kemes  in  Pembrokefhire,  written  by  George  Owen,  late  lord  thereof.  I 
t(  Ihould  be  moft  glad  if  he  did  lend  it,  for  I  have  one  at  my  hand  that  will  copy  it 
<(  for  me.  Thus,  being  very  troublefome  unto  you,  I  reft  your  coufin,  to  l’erve  you 
u  in  any  thing  he  cann.  Robert  Vaughan.” 

<(  Addrefs’d  to  my  coufin  Rd.  Herbert  of  Lhvyn  Iorwerth.” 

This  volume  of  collections  is  now  in  the  pofl'effion  of  my  friend  Col:  Lloyd  of 
Bronwydd,  to  whofe  politenefs  in  indulging  me  with  more  than  a  hurried  perufal  of 
it,  I  own  that  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  fay,  that  it  is  the  fame  which  my  anceftor 
alluded  to  and  had  made  extraits  from,  and  which  Robert  Vaughan  had  been  in 
yurftiit  of, 

G  than 


1 


82 


CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796, 

than  moil  of  his  contemporaries ;  in  that  he  profeffes  his  intention 
he  referved  his  whole  force,  for  -of  going  into  the  marrow  of  an- 
his  fecond  part ;  in  this,  he  is  tiquity. 
but  fkin  deep  in  the  bufmefs, 

CAP.  VIE 

Of  the  Manner  of  Hujbandne  and  Tilling  of  the  Land •  and  of  the 
natural  helpe  and  mendments ,  the  Soyle  iff  elf e  yeldeth  for  bettering 
and  mending  of  the  Lande ,  as  Lyme ,  2  kindes  of  Mai  le ,  Sande 9 

and  PFoze  or  Woade  of  the  Sea . 


rTpHIS  countrey  hath  of  win- 
JL  ter  wheat  onely  two  fortes, 
that  is,  bended  and  notted 
wheat,  as  the  hufbands  terme 
It,  the  firft  having  a  beard  along 
the  eare,  the  other  having  none, 
but  is  bald  and  fmothe.  This 
notted  wheat  is  accompted  the  befb 
and  fined:  of  both,  and  is  mofte 
tifed  in  the  hundreds  of  Caftle- 
martin,  Narberth,  and  partly 
In  Rowfe.  There  is  a  third 
kinde  of  wheat,  not  well  knowne 
in  other  countreys,  which  is 
called  holy  wheat  or  fomer 
wheat,  this  is  ufed  in  the  Welfhe 
partes  of  this  {hire,  as  alfoe  in 
Cardiganfhire,  and  is  fowed  in 
the  later  ende  of  March  and  be¬ 
ginning  of  April,  and  is  a  dam- 
tie  graine  like  the  barlie,  and 
cannot  endure  to  be  pinched 
with  cold,  it  is  a  very  profitable 
grain,  and  yealdeth  more  in- 
creafe  then  the  winter  wheat,  it 
beareth  a  great  eare  and  flalke ; 
the  ground  that  this  graine  mud: 


have  muff  be  well  dunged  and 
handled,  or  elfe  it  wall  not  prof- 
per;  the  onely  difeommoditis 
of  this  corn  is,  it  is  long  a  ripen¬ 
ing,  foe  that  if  the  harveft  be 
not  very  timely,  and  the  wea¬ 
ther  warme,  it  will  hardly  be 
faved,  the  bread  of  this  wheat 
is  favd  to  be  fomewhat  more 

J 

browne  in  colour  then  the  win¬ 
ter  wheate,  but  in  all  other 
things  equaleth  the  befl  forte  ; 
and  i  have  very  faier  and  white 
manchet  made  of  this  kinde  of 
wheat,  fo  as  noe  difference  was 
to  be  found  betweene  it  and  the 
beff  winter  wheate.  This  kind 
of  wheat  is  alfoe  fowed  in  fold 
land,  which  I  fhall  deferibe  unto 
you  hereafter,  and  thriveth  therm 
very  well  with  once  plowing 
and  fowing  it  in  the  greate 
fwarthe. 

That  parte  of  the  fhire,  inha¬ 
bited  by  the  Welfhmen,  as  be¬ 
fore  is  fayd,  following  their 

fore- 
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forefathers  hufbandry,  regard 
more  of  oates  then  of  the  former 
graines ;  but  yet,  in  many 
places,  they  ufe  to  fowe  barlie 
in  greate  plentie.  The  caufes 
why  the  mountenly  partes  doe 
ufe  this  tilling:  of  otes,  whereas 

O  7 

theire  land  is  good  and  apt 
enough  to  beare  wheat  are  dh 
vers,  the  one  and  not  the  lead; 
is  the  ufe  thereof  in  ancient 
tyme,  and  being  brought  up 
therein  are  lothe  to  alter  theire 
cuftome,  although  it  be  for  the 
better ;  fuch  force  hath  cuf¬ 
tome  in  man’s  nature,  one  is 
the  ufe  of  gavel  kinde  among 
moft  of  thefe  Welflimen,  to 
parte  all  the  father’s  patrimony 
equally  among  the  fonnes,  foe 
that  in  proceffe  of  tyme,  the 
whole  countrey  was  brought 
into  fmall  peeces  of  ground,  foe 
as  in  every  5  or  6  acres  you 
ihall  have  ten  or  twelve  peeces 
in  the  countrev  to  remaine 

j 

champion ;  and  without  inclo- 
fures  or  hedging,  and  winter 
corne,  if  any  fowne  among 
them,  would  be  grafed  all  the 
winter,  and  eaten  by  fheepe  and 
other  cattell,  which  could  not 
be  avoided  ;  for  all  the  winter 
long  the  fheepe  and  other  cat* 
tell,  as  are  not  in  houfes,  range 
the  fields  without  rellraint  over 
all  the  country;  and  there  this 
wheat  and  rye  being  eaten  and 
troden  of  cattell  all  the  winter 
till  midd  March  (would  be  half 


fpoyld)  when  the  weather  wax- 
eth  warme,  and  nights  fhort ; 
when  the  cattell  are  put  into 
folds  all  night,  and  kept  before 
herdes  all  the  day.  This,  in 
my  opinion,  was  one  cheefe 
caufe  they  refrayned  from  fow- 
ing  winter  corne ;  but  as  now 
fithence  the  ufe  of  gavel  kinde 
is  abolifhed  thefe  threefcore 
yeares  paft,  in  many  partes,  tire 
ground  is  brought  together  by 
purchafe  and  exchanges,  and 
hedging,  and  inclofures,  much 
increafed,  and  now  they  falle  to 

7  J 

the  tilling  of  this  winter  corne 
in  greater  abundance  than  be* 
fore.  Another  caufe  was  and 
yet  is,  moft  of  the  countrey 
wantetli  hay,  and  in  thefe 
Welfh  partes  there  are  greater 
breedes  of  cattell  then  the  Eng- 

O 

lifhe  partes  can  have  by  real'on 
of  the  mountens  and  commons 
which  they  have  not  fo  greate 
extent  of;  and  therefore  the 
oten  ftrawe,  which  is  the  fineft 
fodder  for  cattell,  was  the  more 
deftred  for  the  ufe  of  theire  cat-* 
tell  in  winter  tyme.  Thofe  be 
the  reafons,  as  I  can  gather, 
why  the  Welfh  men  doe  more 
incline  to  tilling  otes  then  other 
graine ;  but  now  to  their  order 
of  tillage,  they  feldom  ufe  to 
carry  manure  to  theire  ground, 
but  ufe,  for  the  moft  parte, 
running  folde  of  hurdells  of 
cloven  oake,  having  the  two 
fide  poftes  fharpened  at  the 
G  2  lower 
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lower  ends ;  with  an  iron  barre 
they  make  holes  in  the  earth, 
and  with  a  fledge  they  fett  thefe 
hurdles  fail  in  the  ground  in 
fuch  fort  as  they  are  able  to 

J 

keepe  each  other  up  ;  and  thefe 
folds  they  will  put  upon  feme 
piece  of  ground  where  they 
meane  to  till,  in  which  they 
flint  up  their  cattell  every  night, 
from  midd  March  to  my  eld  No¬ 
vember;  this  fold  they  remove 
everie  8  or  4  nights  till  the 
whole  peece  be  thoroughly 
mucked:  after  this  manner  a 
peece  of  ground  is  prepared 
every  yeare  ;  and  in  March  they 
fow  otes  in  it,  crops  of  which 
for  7,  8,  or  10  years  it  is  doomed 
to  bear,  till  the  land  becomes 
foe  weake  and  barren  that  it 
will  not  yeelde  the  feede,  then 
let  they  the  lande  lye  for  8  or 
10  years  in  pafture  for  theire 
cattell,  which  long  following 
the  land  with  otes  foe  weakneth 
the  land  that  it  becometh  very 
barren ;  for  good  hufbands  know 
that  one  crop  of  otes  pulleth 
downe  the  pride  of  good  ground 
very  low*  arid  therefore  mu  ft 
this  kind  of  tillage  much  harme 
the  ground,  yet  cannot  thefe 
dotinp-  hufbands  be  drawne  to 

o 

forgoe  their  father’s  folly.  Nei¬ 
ther  doe  1  commend  this  kinde 
of  folding,  although  it  be  a  very 
good  way  to  mend  the  lande, 
for  in  this  forte  200  fheepe  and 
20  other  beaftes  will  muck  nigh 


two  acres  of  a  ground  in  a  whole 
fomer  feafon ;  whereas,  if  they 
were  kept  in  folds  and  yards 
upon  ftrawe  or  other  bedding, 
they  would  well  fuch  mendments 
as  would  fuffice  for  fix  acres  of 
wheat  and  rye  land  ;  but  in  this 
they  account  faved  the  caredge 
of  this  muck  to  the  land  in¬ 
tended  to  be  fowne,  and  the 
twife  or  thrife  plowing  and  har¬ 
rowing  of  the  fame ;  but  the 
hufbandman  that  fpareth  paine, 
fpareth  thrifte.  The  Welfti- 
men  plowe  commonly  with  two 
oxen  and  two  horfes  before 
them,  theire  land  being  fhallowe 
and  light  by  reafon  of  this  ill 
kind  of  tillage  ufed  among  them. 
Among  the  Engliih  divers  have 
plowes  of  horfes  alone^  and  oxen 
alfoe,  but  commonly  fix  beaftes 
in  theire  plow.  They  ufe  alfoe 
in  this  countrey  much  betting 
and  burning  the  land,  wherein 
they  fow  moft  commonly  rye 
and  fometimes  barley,  which 
kind  of  tillage  is  alfoe  in  two 
fortes,  either  clene  bettlartd  or 
pied  betland,  the  clene  bettland 
is  dug  up  with  the  bottax  clene, 
leaving  no  parte  of  the  turf  un- 
cutt,  and  in  this  they  fowe  rye 
and  fometimes  wheat,  as  it  re- 
quireth ;  this  they  doe  in  May, 
June,  and  July,  and  letting  it 
lye  with  the  grafle  fide  down¬ 
ward  till  it  become  dry  by  fun 
and  winde,  and  fttt  and  apt  to 
take  fire ;  then  they  pile  them 

in 


HISTORY. 


85 


in  heapes  and  give  it  fire  on  the 
winde  fide  till  it  confumes  into 

allies,  which  they  fpread  in 

/ 

Odtober  and  November  ;  when 
they  fow  theire  rye,  which  is 
fayd  to  be  a  great  impayring  of 
the  ground ;  for  after  the  rye 
and  one  bad  crop  of  otes,  no  corn 
is  to  be  had  thereof  for  twenty 
or  twenty-four  yea-res  after,  and 
for  a  yeare  or  two  fcarfe  any 
paflure.  In  the  mofl  mounte- 
nous  parte  of  this  /hire,  which 
is  nothing  but  heath  and  fmall 
furfe,  and  (hallow  withal],  this 
kinde  of  ill  hufbandry  may  be 
borne,  but  hufbandmen  who 
uie  this  kinde  of  betting  in  land, 
which  otherwife  would  have 
been  tilled  to  better  advantage, 
are  much  to  be  blamed  for  dome 

O 

themfelves,  the  land,  and  the 
eountrye  harme.  The  pied 
bettland  is  that  wdiich  is  but  half 
digged  with  the  bottax,  leaving 
halt  the  turf  whole  and  uncutt, 
which  is  burned  as  before  is 
fayd ;  and  in  March  the  hepes 
of  allies  being  fpread  abroad, 
the  hufbandmen  lows  his  corn, 
which  it  beareth  to  great  profit ; 
this  pied  betland  is  found  to 
endure  larger  in  firength,  and 
to  yeald  more  than  the  other 

J  , 

clene  betted  land,  for  this  will 
continue  to  beare  otes  well  five 
or  fix  yeares,  whereas  the  other 
hath  fpent  all  his  firength  in  two 
yeares.  Some  landlords  having 
ftore  of  this  barren  land,  found 


it  more  commodious  to  keepe  it 
in  theire  owne  hands,  then  to 
rent  it  out  at  twelvepence  an 
acre,  which  is  the  ufuall  rent 
thereof  $  for  in  twenty  yeares  he 
hath  but  twenty  (hillings ; 
whereas,  if  he  kept  it  void,  and 
at  twenty  yeares  ende  till  the 
fame,  molt  commonly  the  acre 
will  yeld  him  ^4.  de  claro  above 
all  charges  the  firfi  yeare,  be- 
fides  the  pafture  of  the  ground 
all  that  fpace  it  lyeth  without 
corn. 

\ 

Now  that  I  have  breefly 
over-run  the  tilling  of  the  land, 
I  will  fpeake  fomewhat  of  the 
natural  helpes,  which  is  in  the 
countrey,  to  better  the  lande, 
and  to  make  it  more  frutfyl,  and 
apt  to  beare  corn  and  grade. 
The  cheefefi  therefore  I  reckon 
the  lyme,  for  that  it  is  moft 
commonlie  ufed,  and  found  to 
be  lefle  charge  then  the  maile, 
which  I  take  to  be  the  befi: 
kindes  of  thefe  naturall  helpes, 
yeelded  by  the  foile  icfelf ;  and 
firfi  you  lhall  underftand,  that 
the  lymefione  is  a  vayne  of 
fiones  running  his  courfe  for  the 
moft  parte  right  eaft  and  weft, 
although  fometymes  the  fame  is 
found  to  approache  to  the  north 
and  fouth  ;  yet  is  the  mayne 
courfe  thereof,  as  I  take  it  all 
other  vaynes  of  this  realme  are, 
aifoe  found  from  eaft  to  weft. 
Of  this  lymeftone  there  is  found 
G  3  of 
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of  ancient,  twoveynes,  the  one 
fmall  and  of  noe  great  account, 
which  is  fir  ft  feen  in  the  clifFes 
at  Galtop,  in  the  parifh  of  T al- 
benny,  and  lying  there  very 
deep,  is  not  dug  till  it  com  to 
Johnfton  Ground,  which  lyeth 
eaft  of  Galtop.  At  Johnfton 
fome  is  dug  up,  but  it  fcarce 
rcquiteth  the  charge,  and  there¬ 
fore  there  is  little  ufe  made  of 
it:  from  Johnfton  it  runneth 
further  eaftward,  and  fheweth 
itfelfe  in  the  cliffe  at  Harofton, 
fomwhat  fouth  of  the  old  church 
there;  and  foe  crofteth  over 
there  the  firft  branch  of  Myl- 
ford  to  Bouillon  Ground,  where 
it  is  found  againe,  and  burned, 
and  goeth  on  to  Pidlon  Land 
and  Slebech,  and  thence  crofteth 
the  other  branch  of  Milford,  and 
holding  eaftward,  appeareth  at 
Mondfon  by  the  wood,  and  foe 
eaftward  to  Ludchurch,  and 
thence  to  the  fea,  palling  out 
of  Fenbrokefhire.  This  veyne 
is  not  of  bredth  above  a  butt 
length,  or  ftone’s  caft,  and 
therefore,  whofoever  feeketh 
fouth  ward  or  northward  over 
the  bredth,  mifteth  it  $  but  eaft- 
ward  and  weftward,  it  is  found 
to  continue  although  not  in 
every  place,  appearing  by  rea- 
fon  of  his  deepe  lying  in  the 
ground  in  fome  places.  And 
although  it  be  .fome, what  from 
my  purpofe  to  treat  of  matters 


out  of  Penbrokefhire,  yet  be- 
caufe  I  have  fayd  that  this  veyne 
of  limeftone  naturally  taketh  his 
courfe  from  wreft  to  eaft,  I  will 
follow  on  the  courfe  of  this 
vayne  foe  farre  as  I  have  feene 
and  learned  the  fame.  This 
vayne,  continuing  his  courfe 
eaftward,  at  Cromweare  entreth 
into  the  fea,  palling  fouth  of 
Ereweare,  fheweth  againe  at 
Caftell  Hobly  and  Pendine,  in 
Carmarthenfhire ;  and  then  pal¬ 
ling  under  Laugharn  Marfh, 
appeareth  againe  at  the  wood  in 
Laugharne,  and  holding  ftill 
eaftward,  fheweth  at  Lanfteph- 
an;  from  thence  it  entreth  in 
betweene  the  two  rivers  of 
Gwendraeth  inCarmarthenfhire, 
and  is  found  at  the  Glyn.  Be¬ 
tweene  the  fayd  two  rivers  of 
Gwendraeth  there  arifeth  a 
great  hill,  called  Mynith  Kyvor, 
which  runneth  eaftwrard,  and  is 
all  lymeftone ;  which  pafteth  on 
in  the  fame  courfe  to  Caftell 
Kyrig  Kynon,  and  all  along 
the  topp  of  the  black  moun- 
taines  fouth  of  Capel  Gwinfay, 
by  Blaen  Cumgarw,  betweene 
the  rivers  Clydach  and  Aman, 
and  foe  by  Llwyn  y  Conftable, 
and  betweene  the  riftngs  of  the 
rivers  Neath  and  Ufke,  to  Blaen 
Cray,  and  to  the  great  hill  of 
Blaen  Cwm  Collwyn,  and  foe 
to  Llanygrwyne,  crofting  the 
Ufke  to  Tavarn  y  Maith  fyr. 

F  urther 
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Further  then  which  I  have  not 
learned  the  courfe  of  the  fa  yd 
vaync. 

The  other  vayne  of  Lyme- 
hone,  and  chiefeh  of  the  two, 
beginneth  at  the  mouth  of  Mil¬ 
ford  Haven,  well  of  the  Nan- 
gle  Pile,  where  the  one  fide  of 
the  Pile  you  (hall  perceive  the 
lymeflone,  and  the  other  a  red 
Hone,  which  for  the  moll  part 
accompanyeth  this  veine  almoh 
throweout,  being  in  collour  and 
fubflance  like  a  hone  burned 
with  fire.  This  veine  of  lyme- 
hone  is  very  broad,  for  fouth- 
ward  as  it  goeth,  it  reacheth  to 
the  fea,  both  in  Penbrokefhire, 
Glamorganfhire,  and  Mon¬ 
mouth  (hire;  and  therefore  will 
I  follow  the  norther  lymitt 
thereof,  and  foe  follow  on  eah- 
ward,  as  his  general  courfe 
runneth.  This  vayne  is  about 
{even  myles  dihant  from  the 
former,  more  foutherly  then  it, 
and  foe  or  neare  they  continue 
together  as  fhall  be  declared. 
But  now  to  my  purpofe :  the 
northern  lymitt  of  this  veyne 
pafieth  as  the  former  did,  right 
eahward,  and  goeth  to  Peter 
Church,  and  to  Williamflon, 
by  Carew,  and  fo  eahward  to 
St.  Horens,  and  to  the  norther 
fide  of  the  towne  of  Tenby, 
where,  betweene  it  and  the 
windmills,  it  alfoe  noeth  to  the 
fea ;  and  hill  continuing  an 


eaherly  courfe,  there  it  taketh 
water,  and  palling  under  the  fea 
there,  as  reafon  and  the  courfe 
thereof  leadeth  us  to  think, 
Iheweth  itfelf  right  eah  of  Ten- 
by,  in  the  clifFes  at  Llandridion 
in  Gower,  being,  as  we  may 
judge,  about  twenty  miles  from 
Tenby  *  all  under  the  fait  water 
from  Llandridion,  it  pafFeth  right 
eh  throw  Gower,  to  the  Mom- 
bles  by  Oyhermouth,  leving  all 
the  countrey  betweene  it  and 
the  fea,  .all  of  lymehone;  but 
more  northerly  it  is'  not  to  be 
found.  At  the  Mombles  the  fea 
cometh  more  northerly  then  the 
veyne,  therefore  at  the  Mombles 
it  goeth  againe  under  the  fait 
water,  and  continuing  right  eh, 
is  found  againe  at  the  fea  fide, 
at  Kynfig  Water,  a  little  above 
Margam  ;  and  from  thence  paf- 
feth  all  the  fweete  and  fruitful! 
vale  ol  Glamorgan,  al  along 
under  the  mountens  to  Keven 
Mably,  where,  pahing  over  the 
river  Rumney,  it  entreth  Mon- 
mouthlhire,  and  is  found  at  or 
neare  Tombarlon  Hill ;  and  from 
thence,  with  an  eftward  courfe, 
throw  Monmouthfhire,  diredlly 
towards  Chephow  towne,  there 
croheth  the  river  Wey,  intends 
ing  itfelfe  into  the  forreh  of 
Deane,  to  the  becon  above 
Wolcahon ;  from  thence  it  pah- 
feth  to  Auh,  and  there  eroding, 
goeth  towards  Sudbury  :  but 
where  the  norther  lanlker  there 
G  4 
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is,  I  know  not  as  yet,  but  I  find 
it  Briftoward  at  Weftburie,  and 
foe  to  Briftow  all  the  efiward, 
till  you  come  to  the  hill,  right 
over  again!!  that  cittye ;  and 
theere,  I  take  it,  it  turneth  into 
a  kind  of  freeftone,  which  alfoe 
in  that  place  is  burned  into 
lyme. 

This  digreflion  concerning 
thefe  two  vaynes  of  limeftone, 
taking  their  original  here  in 
Penbrokfhire,  I  have  thought 
good  to  infert  in  this  place  ;  for, 
at  the  requeft  of  a  deare  friend 
of  myne,  and  famous  for  his 
learning,  I  took  fome  paynes - 
about  it,  and  finding  the  natu- 
rall  courfe  thereof  to  be  as  be¬ 
fore,  a  thing  perchance  not  fo 
well  noted  as  fitt  to  be  knowne, 
and  being  noted  and  knowne, 
it  may  be  a  guidp  to  fome  par¬ 
ties  to  feeke  the  lymeftone, 
whereas  yett  it  lyeth  hidd,  and 
may  fave  labour  to  others  in 
feeking  it,  where  there  is  noe 
pofiibility  to  finde  it. 

For  the  vevne  of  coales  which 

j 

js  found  betweene  thofe  two 
vaynes  of  lymefiones,  as  a  be¬ 
nefit  of  nature ;  without  the 
which  the  profitt  of  the  lyme¬ 
ftone  were  neere  lofi,  though 
in  fome  places  they  burn  it  with 
wood,  I  will  defer  to  fpeake  of 
till  hereafter,  where  I  meane 
of  the  feverall  fortes  of  fuell  in 


Penbrokefhire ;  onely  this  I 
thinke  fit  to  fay  in  this  place, 
that  betweene  the  fayd  two 
vaynes,  from  the  beginning  to 
the  ending,  there  is  a  vayne  (if 
not  feverall  vaynes  of  coles) 
that  followeth  thofe  of  the  lyme¬ 
ftone,  and  ferveth  for  a  princi¬ 
pal  fuel  in  moft  countries  where 
it  is  found,  and  carried  into  fo¬ 
reign  partes  alfoe,  if  the  com- 
modioufnes  of  the  fea  do  foe 
permit.  This  vayne  of  cole  in 
fome  partes  joyneth  clofe  to  the 
firft  lymeftone  vayne,  as  in  Pen¬ 
brokfhire,  and  Carmarthenfhire; 
and  in  fome  partes  it  is  found, 
clofe  by  the  other  vayne  of 
lymeftone,  as  in  Glamorgan, 
Monmouth,  and  Somerfetfhires. 
Therefore  whether  I  lhall  fay 
there  are  two  vaynes  of  coles 
to  be  found  betweene  thefe  two 
vaynes  of  limeftone,  or  to  ima¬ 
gine  that  the  cole  ftiould  wreathe 
or  turne  itfelf  in  fome  place  to 
one,  and  in  other  places  to  the 
other ;  or  to  thinke  that  all  the 
land  betweene  thefe  two  vaynes 
fhould  be  ftored  with  coles ;  I. 
leave  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Ikilfull  miners,  or  thofe  which 
with  deep  knowledge,  have  en- 
trjd  into  thefe  hidden  fecrettes. 

There  is  alfoe  a  third  veyne 
of  lymeftone  found  in  Penbroke- 
fheere,  more  northerly  then  the 
other  two,  difeovered  more  of 
late  then  in  tymes  pall,  and 

found 
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Yound  in  places  where  it  was 
not  knowne  to  be,  and,  as  I 
judge,  to  be  in  places  where  if 
yett  lyeth  hidden.  It  hath  been 
lately  found  neere  Clarbefton 
and  Bullhook,  and  is  a  browner 
ftone,  and  burneth  into  browner 
lyme  then  the  former,  as  profit¬ 
able  for  the  land  and  building  as 
any  of  the  reft,  but  not  foe  fair 
in  collor  for  plaifter.  This  ftone 
is  fofter,  and  not  foe  gray  and 
harde  as  the  former  quarries, 
and  is  but  fmalle  and  narrow, 
for  as  not  much  above  three  or 
four  foote  broade,  and  it  hath 
been  ufed  in  tymes  paft  for 
marie,  as  fhall  be  declared  here¬ 
after.  This  vayne  feemeth  to 
hould  the  fame  courfe  as  his 
former  fellows,  that  is,  eaft  and 
weft ;  but  for  that  this  place 
already  named,  is  the  fartheft 
parte  wefterlie  that  it  hath  been 
yet  fought  for  in,  I  will  a  little 
touch  the  eafterly  courfe  there¬ 
of,  eaft  of  Bullhooke  and  Clar- 
befton  three  miles,  at  the  fpring 
of  the  river  Marlais,  above 
Llwyngwathan,  in  a  piece  of 
the  Churchland,  where  it  hath 
been  lately  fought  for  and  found ; 
and  frqm  thence,  as  I  guefs,  it 
goeth  to  Llanbeder  towne,  where 
it  hath  been  anciently  found, 
and  digged  in  great  abundance  ; 
and  then  it  hidetfi  itfelfe,  or,  at* 
leaf!:,  is  not  fought  for,  till  it 
come  to  Clog  y  Vrane,  in  Llan- 
gynyn  pariih,  in  Carmarthen- 
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ftieerc,  which  is  five  miles  from 
Llanbeder,  where  it  has  been 
rayfed  for  many  years  paft,  and 
is  found  to  be  the  felf  fame 
ftone,  both  in  fmallnefs  of  the 
vayne,  and  brownes  of  collour. 
From  Clog  y  Yrane  eaftward, 

I  heare  not  of  this  vayne  any 
more  untill  I  came  to  Proflywn 
Caftle  Langathen,  where  it  is 
found  a  growing  in  quantity  and 
qualitie,  as  I  fayd  before ;  and 
in  another  place  I  am  much  de¬ 
ceived  if  I  did  not  fee  this  vaine 
of  ftone  lefte  than  a  mile  out  of 
Brecknock  towne,  neare  a  farm 
houfe,  called  TrafFyng,  belong¬ 
ing  (as  I  guefs)  to  the  priory  of 
Brecknock*  Now  if  this  lyme- 
ftone  vayne  fliould  followe  his 
courfe  wefterlie,  as  the  other 
two  doe,  and  as  by  the  nature 
thereof,  and  all  probabilitie  it 
doth,  then  might  the  neighbours 
which  dwell  diredlly  weft  of 
Blethenfton  and  Bullhooke,  be 
fomewhat  animated  to  feeke  out 
this  good  relation  of  theirs, 
which  would  be  a  joyfull  thing 

unto  them,  and  therefore  it  were 

% 

not  amyfle  to  try  which  way 
this  vayne  fhould  be  found  wef- 
terly,  which  is  in  the  grounds 
about  Walton  and  Spitted,  and 
hetweene  Camrofs  on  to  Brow- 
dey  ground,  and  to  Ewefton,  or 
Owerfton,  in  Dewifland,  for 
here  there  are  cole  pits,  where 
cole  hath  been  digged,  which  is 
a  great  argument  that  the  lyme 

vayne 
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vayne  is  not  farr  ofF  from  the 
one,  is  moft  commonly  found 
to  accompany  the  other.  But 
this  vayne  is  now  hardly  lilt 
upon  and  found,  yet  fhould  not 
the  induftrious  hufband  defpaire 
or  negledr,  hoping  that  God 
would  blefs  his  good  endeavours. 
Now,  after  my  long  digreffion 
'  out  of  Penbrokefhire,  it  beho- 
veth  me  to  returne  to  my  former 
purpofe,  and  to  (hew  how  the 
hufbandmen  of  the  countrey 
make  their  benefit  of  this,  in 
bettering  the  land  therewith. 
This  lymeftone  being  digged  in 
the  quarrie  in  great  ftones,  is 
hewen  lefter,  to  the  bignefs  of  a 
man’s  fift  and  leife,  to  the  end 
they  might  the  looner  burne 
throw;  and  being  hewidfmalle, 
the  fame  is  put  into  a  kill,  made 
of  wall,  fix  foote  high,  four  or 
five  foote  broad  at  the  brimme, 
but  growing  narrower  to  the 
bottom,  having  two  lope  holes 
at  the  bottom,  which  they  call 
the  kill  eyes.  In  this  kill  firft: 
is  made  a  fire  of  coles,  or  ra¬ 
ther  colme,  which  is  but  the 
duft  of  coles,  which  is  layd  in 
the  bottom  of  the  kill  with 
fome  fewe  ftickes  of  wood  to 
kindle  a  fire ;  then  is  the  kill 
filed  with  thefe  fmalle  hewed 
peeces  of  lymeftones,  and  then 
her  being  given,  the  fame  bur- 
peth  for  the  ipace  of 

and  maketh  the  lyme¬ 
ftones  to  become  meere  redd 


fiery  coles ;  which  being  done, 
and  the  fier  quenched,  the  lyme 
fo  burned  is  fuffered  to  coole  in 
the  kill,  and  then  is  drawen 
furth  throw  thefe  kill  eyes ;  and 
in  this  fort  is  carried  to  the  land, 
where  it  is  layd  in  heapes,  the 
next  fhoure  of  rayne  making  it 
to  molter,  and  falle  into  duft; 
which  they  fpread  on  the  land, 
and  foe  fowe  wheat  or  barley 
therein,  as  the  tyme  of  the  yeere 
requireth  :  but  in  the  lower  parts 
of  the  {hire,  where  the  lyme  is 
moft  ufed,  and  theire  land  very 
dry  of  itfelfe,  they  are  forced  to 
muck  theire  land  the  firft  yeare 
with  the  lyme  ;  the  reafon  of 
which,  as  I  guefte,  is  the  ex- 
treame  heat  of  the  fame  lyme, 
being  in  full  ftrength,  wheare 
the  land  being  drie  of  itfelfe, 
becometh  foe  hott,  that  it  re¬ 
quireth  fome  moifture  to  feafon 
it,  or  otherwiie  the  growth  and 
profperitie  of  the  corn  would  be 
hindered,  which  is  beft  nou- 
rifhed  by  a  temperate  difpofition 
of  heate  and  moifture.  But  in 
the  very  mountaines,  where  the 
ground  is  rather  too  cold,  the 
lyme  being  caft  thereon,  the 
fame  bringeth  forth  faire  corne, 
without  any  muck  at  all  the 
firft  yeare,  and  thus  amended, 
beareth  great  abondance  of  corne 
for  fix  or  feven  yeares.  This 
trade  of  lyming  hath  been  more 
ufed  within  thefe  thirty  or  forty 
yeares  paft,  and  it  deftroyeth 
/  the 
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the  furfe,  fearn,  heath,  and 
other  like  fhrubbes,  growing  on 
the  land,  producing  a  fine  fweete 
grafTe,  and  quite  changeth  the 
hue  and  face  of  the  ground,  to 
the  great  enrichment  of  thofe 
who  have  ufed  it ;  but  in  thofe 
partes  where  it  hath  been  moft 
ufed  in  tymes  paft,  it  is  now 
changed  for  a  kinde  of  hufban- 
drie,  (as  they  take  it,)  lately 
found  out,  which  is,  fanding 
theire  ground,  as  fhall  be  de¬ 
clared  hereafter. 

The  next,  and  cheefeft  kinde 
of  mending  of  the  land,  is  the 
clay  marie,  fo  called  for  dif¬ 
ference  betweene  it  and  the  fea 
marie ;  this  kinde  of  day  marie 
is  digged  out  of  the  earthe, 
where  it  is  found  in  great  quan¬ 
tise, , and  thought  to  be  in  rounde 
greate  heapes  and  lumpes  of 
earth,  and  is  of  nature  fat, 
tough  and  clammy,  and  muff 
be  caff  and  fett  in  the  ground 
very  thick,  in  finale  pieces,  clofe 
one  by  another,  foe  thick  that 
it  muft  cover  all  the  ground. 
The  opinion  of  the  contrey  peo¬ 
ple  where  this  marie  is  found  is, 
that  it  is  the  fatnes  of  the  earth 
gathered  together  at  Noah’s  flood, 
when  the  earth  was  covered 
with  the  favd  flood  a  whole 

J 

year,  and  with  the  furging  and 
toiling  of  the  fayd  flood,  the  fat- 
nefs  of  the  mud  being  clamy  and 
flimy  of  nature,  did  gather  to¬ 


gether,  and  by  rowling  upon  the 
earth  became  round  in  forme, 
and  w  hen  the  flood  departed  from 
the  face  of  the  earth  the  fame 
was  left  drye  in  fondry  partes, 
which  is  now  this  marl.  How 
the  common  people  came  to  this 
opinion  I  know  not,  but  it  is 
very  like  to  be  true,  for  where - 
foever  the  fame  appeares,  it  is 
lappid  and  covered  with  fande, 
gravel  1  and  round  pebble  ftones, 
fuch  as  you  fhall  finde  at  the  fea 
fide,  it  very  plainly  appearing 
that  the  ftones  have  been  worhe 
by  the  fea,  or  fome  fwift  river  ; 
alfoe  in  the  hearte  of  the  marie 
is  formed  divers  forts  of  fhells  of 
fifh,  as  cockle  fhells,  mufkell 
{hells,  and  fuch  like,  fome  al¬ 
together  rotted,  and  fome  yet 
unrotted ;  as  alfoe  wre  fliall 
therein  finde  pieces  of  tymber 
that  havebeene  hewen  with  edge 
tooles  and  fine  brands,  the  one 
end  burned,  and  divers  other 
thinges  which  have  been  before 
tyme  ufed,  and  this  twrenty  foot 
and  more  deep  in  the  earth,  in 
places  that  have  been  digged 
before,  and  over  the  which 
great  okes  are  now  growing ; 
and  this  feven  or  eight  myles 
from  the  fea,  fo  that  it  is  very 
probable  that  the  fame  came 
unto  thofe  places  at  the  great  and 
generall  flood.  They  ufe  the 
marl  thus :  it  is  digged  and  caft 
up  out  of  the  pitt,  carried  to  the 
land,  and  there  caft  either  upon 
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the  fallow  or  lay  ground  un- 
plowed,  and  thus  in  the  fomer- 
tyme,  in  the  months  of  May, 
June,  July  and  Augufl,  or  after 
harveft,  and  at  all  tymes  of  the 
year  fit  for  calling  of  it,  if  the 
weather  be  fine,  where  it  lyeth 
foe  on  the  land  all  the  fummer 
and  winter,  the  rain  making  it 
to  melt,  and  run  like  molten  ledd 
over  all  the  face  of  the  erth  ; 
and  if  it  be  call  on  fallow,  it 
beareth  barlie  the  next  May ; 
and  if  it  be  call  on  lay  ground, 
the  fame  is  fowed  with  otes,  and 
every  yeare  after  with  barlie, 
for  twelve  or  fourteen  yeares  to¬ 
gether,  without  giving  any  other 
mendment;  and  yealdeth  corne 
very  pure,  clene,  and  of  much 
yealding,  exceeding  the  little 
kinde  of  come,  being  otherwife 
tilled  both  on  the  land,  the  barne 
floor,  and  in  the  mill.  It  will 
carie  barlie,  wheat,  and  peafe 
continually  for  twenty  yeares, 
without  dong,  and  holdeth  for 
many  years  after  in  bearing  of 
corne  ;  being  donged  once  every 
three  yeares,  it  will  not  feeke  to 
have  any  refr  or  pawling  tyme 
to  recover  harte.  If  the  land 
before  bore  either  furfe,  feme 
heath,  brome,  or  any  other 
kinde  of  Hirubbes,  the  marie 
utterlie  deflroyeth  it,  and  caufeth 
the  grqunJ,  be  it  never  foe  ill 
conditioned  and  baren  before,  to 
bring  furth  fine  gralFe,  full  of 
the  hearbe  called  tr folium,  or 


three  leaved  grafTe,  and  of  the 
countrie  people  honey  fuckles, 
both  white  and  redd,  loe  that  in 
the  fomer  tyme  the  lands  will  be 
covered  with  thefe  flowers,  and 
looke  with  a  claret  collor,  ming¬ 
led  with  white  and  red,  and  will 
yeld  a  moll  pleafant  and  fragrant 
odor  and  fmell,  proceeding  from 
thefe  fweete  flowers.  I  count 
this  kinde  of  mendment,  the  bell 
of  all  other  found  in  this  parte  of 
Wales.  This  marl  is  of  coller 
with  us  moll  commonly  blewe, 
and  in  fome  places  redd.  Plynye, 
who  writeth  feveral  chapters  of 
this  marie  in  his  natural!  hiftory, 
fay th  it  is  to  be  found  in  France 
and  Brittaine,  and  is  of  fondrie 
collors,  as  alba ,  rufa ,  colo?jibinay 
qrgillacea ,  harrenacea  \  he  alloe 
deferibing  the  fubflance  thereof, 
ealleth  it  adept  terree  ac  velut 
glandis  in  arbors  denjante  fe 
pinguetudinis  nucleq. 

This  marie  being  fat  and 
clamy,  is  of  nature  fertile  and 
binding,  and  therefore  is  to  be 
cafl:  on  barren  land ;  firft,  if 
the  lande  be  moifi,  the  lyme 
rather  ferveth  than  this  ;  ferny 
ground  is  found  to  be  much  a- 
mended  with  marie,  for  it  being 
loofe  apd  drie,  is  made  faft  and 
moifl:  by  it,  and  is  brpught  to  a 
good  foil  for  corne  and  grafTe  ; 
yet  it  is  very  hard  to  digg,  by 
reafon  of  the  toughnes,  much 
like  to  wax,  for  the  fpade  or 
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mattock  being  broken  into  yt, 
is  hardly  drawne  out  againe,  foe 
fall  is  it  holden ;  it  is  a  heavy 
fubftance,  and  therefore  hard  to 
be  carried,  especially  up  the  hill, 
fo  that  it  is  chargeable  ;  but  all 
things  being  confidered,  it  pay- 
eth  in  commoditie  the  charge 
every  yeare  after :  this  I  1  peake 
by  myne  owne  experience. 
Marie  long  fithence  was  much 
ufed  about  a  hundred,  or  a 
hundred  and  fixty  years  paft,  as 
appeareth  by  land  marled,  and 
many  ancient  marie  pitts  yet 
extant ;  but  it  was  wholly  neg¬ 
lected  till  about  twenty-four 
yeares  ago,  that  divers  po6re 
people  begun  to  finde  commo¬ 
ditie  thereby.  It  is  found,  by 
proofe,  to  continue  good  to 
bring  corne  and  grade  for  a 
hundred  and  a  hundred  and  lixty 
years  together ;  for  there  are 
many  pieces  of  land  knowne  to 
have  been  marled  above  a  hun¬ 
dred  yeares  pad,  and  yet  con- 
tinueth  under  corne  to  this  day, 
and  found  to  be  good.  This 
marie  is  found  in  Kernes,  and 


both  Emlyns,  from  Dinas  up  to 
Penboyr,  in  Carmarthenlhire ; 
being  about  twenty  miles  in 
length,  and  about  four  in  bredth, 
in  mod  places  to  the  fea  fide ; 
and  out  of  the  compaffe,  I  can¬ 
not  heare  that  the  fame  is  found, 
I  thinke  more  for  want  of  in-* 
dudrie  than  other  wife  ;  for  it 
this  kinde  of  marie  be  the  lat- 
nes  of  the  earth  gathered  toge¬ 
ther  by  the  deluge,  as  it  is  very 
probable,  then  feeing  the  deluge 
was  over  all  the  face  of  the 
earth,  I  fee  noe  reafon  but  that 
the  fame  lhould  be  alfoe  found 
in  mod  countries ;  and  who  fo 
lid  to  learn  more  of  this  marie, 
let  him  perufe  a  pamphlet  which 

I  have  written  thereof*,  where- 

/ 

in  I  have  declared  the  nature  of 
the  marie,  how  toknowe  it  and 
dnde  it,  and  the  order  at  large 
of  digging,  and  laying  it  on  the 
lande,  the  feverall  forts  thereof, 
for  what  it  is  good,  and  for 
what  ill ;  and  foe  for  brevitie 
fake,  I  cede  here  to  report  any 
more  thereof. 


*  The  Treatife  on  Marl  here  alluded  to,  I  obferved  amongft  the  collections  ir\ 
the  MSS.  volume,  I  have  already  acknowledged  myfelf  indebted  to  Col:  Lloyd,  of 
Bronwydd,  for  the  fight  of 3  whereof  it  is  faid — u  There  is  an  antient  memorial,  by 
u  continuance  of  report,  that  the  ufe  of  marl  in  Kerneys,  was  firft  found  out  by  one 
“  Cole,  a  Frenchman,  who  was  faid  to  have  come  into  this  country  with  Martin  de 
*(  La  Tours,  the  conqueror  of  Kemeys  3  who  gave  unto  this  Cole,  being  one  of  his 
lt  company,  the  land  called  Llwyngwair,  (now  the  beautiful  feat  of  Geo:  Bowen, 
l<  ■kfq  )  where  this  Cole  firft  found  out  the  marl,  and  there  did  call;  it  firft  on  the 
u  land.  What  truth  this  report  carrieth  with  it,  I  refer  to  the  judgment  of  the 
((  reader;  but  true  it  is  that  Llwangwair  continued  in  the  name  of  Coles  for  many 
“  generations  3  and  on  that  land  there  is  ftore  of  marl  found,  and  feveral  antient 
marl  pitts," 
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The  third  kinde  of  amend¬ 
ments  for  the  lande  that  this 
country  yeeldeth,  is  the  {lone 
marie,  being  a  kind  of  ftone 
digged  out  of  a  quarrey,  and 
beinp-  laid  on  the  land,  cafleth 

o 

yearly  a  flefe  of  fand,  which  in 
proceffe  of  tyme  doth  foe  mend 
ground,  that  neither  the  lyme, 
nor  the  clay  marie  goeth  beyond 
it,  and  carieth  corne  and  graffe 
in  great  abundance  :  thefe  fiones 
may  not  be  removed  from  the 
land,  for  then  the  ground  de~ 
cayeth.  The  difcommodity  of 
this  marie  is,  that  the  land  will 
be  long  before  it  cometh  to 
yeekle  crops  ;  for,  that  the  next 
twelve  yeares  after  the  mending 
of  it,  it  yeeldeth  fmalle  or  noe 
profit,  becaufe  the  fiones  have 
not  caft  iufficient  on  the  foile, 
and  therefore  this  kinde  of  mar¬ 
ling  is  neglected  for  thefe  many 
years ;  for  I  know  not  of  any 
now  living  that  hath  feene  land 
amended  with  this  flone  marie, 
but  there  are  extant  many  good¬ 
ly  feeldes  full  to  this  day,  that 
have  been  mended  with  this 
Rone,  before  the  memorie  of 
any  man  living  :  this  was  much 
iifed  about  Pidlon,  Slebech, 
Wifton,  Clarbeflon,  Llawhaden, 
and  in  many  places  adjoining, 
where  the  heft  land  is  of  this 
forte,  and  the  fiones  found  in 
great  plentie  yet  in  the  land. 
The  quarries  of  this  kinde  of 


marie  are  found  at  Slebech,  and 
the  partes  adjacent ;  and  it  is 
fayd,  that  it  will  be  burned  into 
lyme,  and  that  it  is  a  foft  kinde 
of  l'ymeftone,  but  in  fubflance 
very  gravelly :  this  is,  of  all 
others,  accompted  the  mofl  du¬ 
rable,  though  long  ere  it  come 
to  the  proofFe. 

The  fourth  kinde  of  amend¬ 
ment  that  this  countrey  yeldeth 
us  the  fea  fande,  which  is  found 
in  many  places,  but  not  in  all 
partes  of  the  fea  coaft.  W  hat' 
is  found  in  Newport,  Dinas, 
and  about  thefe  fhores,  is  rec-t 
kon’d  the  beft,  and  the  people 
knowing  this,  doe  ufe  upon 
fpring  tydes  or  after  great  rigs  of 
the  fea,  at  which  time  the  fea 
will  caft  the  fame  in  more  abon- 
dance  together  into  greateheapes, 
and  lay  it  out  of  the  full  fea 
mark,  and  therehence  fetch  it 
in  fackes  on  horfebackes,  and 
carie  the  fame  three,  four,  or 
five  myles,  and  caft  it  on  the 
land,  which  doth  very  much 
better  the  ground  for  corne  and 
grafs,  but  this  dureth  not  pafk 
fix  or  eight  yeares.  This  alfoe, 
is  much  ufed  in  Cardigan, 
Mount  Verwick,  and  Llan- 
goed m or  in  C a rd i ga n  Ah i r e ,  wh e re 
it  bringeth  forth  the  beft  barley, 
the  mofl  cleane,  and  in  greater 
abondance,  greatly  enriching 
the  hufbandmen  there. 
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I  have  feene  of  late  yeeres  at 
Frelh-water  Ead  in  Cadle 
Martin  hundred,  where  they 
have  digged  fand  out  of  the 
coney  burrowes,  which  is  not 
at  any  tyme  overflowne  with 
the  fea,  and  have  call;  the  fame 
to  thelre  lande ;  and  I  have 
heard  from  many  an  honed:  and 
good  hufbandman,  that  they 
finde  this  kinde  of  hufbandrie 
more  profitable  then  the  lyme 
which  they  ufed  as  manure  on 
theire  land,  in  fo  much  that  they 
gave  lyming,  which  they  have 
alwayes  pradlized,  and  have 
taken  to  calling  of  this  kinde  of 
dry  fande,  fo  that  by  their  ex¬ 
perience  it  fliould  feeme  to  excell 
both  lyme  and  fea  fand  for 
frudtifieing  of  the  earth ;  this 
pradlice  in  Cafllemartin  hath 
not  binn  ufed  pad  fix  or  feven 
yeares,  but  with  good  fucceiTe. 

It  is  fayd  by  fome  writers, 
that  the  ofe  or  flyme  of  the  fea 
carried  and  layed  on  the  land 
proveth  provitable,  but  this  hath 
not  been  ufed  by  any  of  this 
countrie  that  I  could  heare  off, 
yet  doth  the  fea  yield  plentie  of 
it  in  creeks  and  havens. 


The  fea  ore  (as  fome  call  it) 
which  is  verie  weedes  growing 
under  water  in  the  fea,  which 
are  torne  up  by  tempedes  and 
rigges  of  the  fea,  and  cad  afhore 
with  the  wind  and  tyde,  and 
under  low  water  rnarke,  may 
be  gatherid  and  cut  off  the 
dones.  The  fame  is  ufed  of 
many  rather  as  muck  or  dong, 
(ferving  for  one  yeare  onely) 
then  to  be  accompted  among; 
the  former  durable  kindes  of 
amendment.  This  kinde  of  ore 
they  gather  and  lay  it  in  great 
heapes,  where  it  heteth  and  rot- 
teth,  and  will  have  a  drong  and 
loathfome  fmell,  which  being- 
foe  rotten,  they  cad  on  the 
land,,  as  they  doe  their  muck, 
and  thereof  fpringeth  good  corn, 
efpecially  barley. 

It  is  a  faying  among  the 
countrymen  of  the  continuance 
of  thefe  forefayd  amendments, 
that  a  man  doth  fand  for  him- 
felfe,  lyme  for  his  fonne,  and 
marie  for  his  grandchild,  there¬ 
by  deferibing  and  comparing 
the  durability  of  eche  kinde 
thereof 


C  A  V. 
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CAP.  VIII. 

Of  the  mailer  and  order  of  Buildinges ,  both  of  cft ozones,  Caflles, 
Churches ,  and  Howfes ,  ufed  in  this  Countme,  and  of  t me  fhiarreys 
of  Stones  that  are  found  fit  and  fervingfor  that  purpofe . 


Touching e  the  build¬ 
ings  of  this  countrey,  the 
fame  is  altogether  of  ftone  and 
not  of  tymber,  which  1  think e 
was  in  former  tymes  more  for 
the  commodioufnes  of  the  abon- 
dance  of  fondrie  and  feveral  forts 
of  hones  fit  for  building,  then 
want  of  tymber  ;  for*  that  I  finde 
in  olde  tyme  there  was  in  many 
places  of  the  countrie,  fufficient 
wood  wherewith  to  have  framed 
faire  buildings,  but  now  and 
henceforward  they  muft  con¬ 
tinue  the  former  manner  of 
building  with  hone,  for  want 
of  wood,  and  fhall  have  much 
a  doe  to  finde  tymber  for  other 
tifes.  The  buildings  of  the  an¬ 
cient  caftles  were  of  lyme  and 
hone,  foe  verie  ftrong  that  none 
of  the  mafons  of  this  age  can 
doe  the  like,  for  although  all  or 
moft  of  them  have  endured  for 
diverfe  hundred  yeares  pad,  yet 
are  they  in  fuch  wife  knitt  to¬ 
gether,  as  if  the  lyme  and  hone 
did  incorporate  the  one  the  other, 
and  it  were  eafier  to  dig  hones 
out  of  the  mayne  rock,  then 
pull  down  an  old  wall  and  to 
take  hone  out  of  the  fame ; 
whereas,  if  you  break  a  wall 
but  twenty  or  thirty  yeares  pah, 


you  may  take  with  eafe  and 
pull  out  the  hones  thereof, 
whereby  it  appeareth  that  work¬ 
men  of  this  age,  are  not  foe 
Ikilfull,  or  at  leah  foe  careful! 
as  thofe  of  the  former  ages, 
wherein  is  verified  an  adage  or 
very  ufual  proverbe  in  the  Bri- 
tifh  or  Welfh  tongue,  Gwaeth - 
gwaeth  maen  Sder ,  well- well 
pren  Saer,  which  is,  that  the 
mafons  fhall  grow  worfe  and 
worfe,  and  the  carpenters  better 
and  better  till  the  world’s  end. 
The  mafons  w7ere  foe  fkillful  in 
old  tyme  in  thefe  countreys, 
that  moh  cahells  and  houfes  of 
any  accompt  were  builded  with 
vaults,  very  hrongly  and  fub- 
hantially  wrought,  continuing 
in  good  ehate,  and  you  fhall 
finde  many  houfes  of  good  ac¬ 
compt  that  had  few  or  noe 
loftes,  but  all  vaults,  efpeciallie 
for  the  kitchen,  fellers,  larders, 
brew-houfes,  and  other  houfes 
of  office ;  whereas,  now  in  all 
new  buildings  thefe  vaults  are 
altogether  negledbed,  and  in 
ancient  tyme  you  fhall  finde 
that  the  rooffies  of  divers  churches 
and  chappells  were  all  vaulted 
over,  and  that  of  a  great  height, 
whereof  many  be  yet  handing, 

as 
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as  Worran  St.  Daniel’s  Chapell 
by  Penbroke,  Flimfton,  and 
the  chapell  of  Llawhadden, 
with  many  other  of  thole  kinds 
of  buildings  with  vawtes,  which 
were  mofr  common  in  the  partes 
neere  Penbroke,  the  hundred  of 
Narberth,  and  in  places  where 
Jyme  was  at  hande,  and  where 
they  built  all  with  lyme  ;  but  in 
Kernes,  Kilgarran,  and  Dewis- 
land,  where  lyme  wanteth,  thofe 
kindes  of  ftrong  building  are 
not  foe  commonly  to  be  feene, 
for  in  thefe  partes  where  there  is 
no  lime,  they  ufe  morter  of 
clay  or  earthe,  to  make  theire 
ftone  walles,  and  herein  it 
feemeth  that  nature  has  provided 
for  the  neede  of  all  thofe  partes  ; 
for  in  thofe  partes  where  lyme 
is  to  be  had  for  morter,  there 
the  Hones  are  round  and 
fmooth,  and  as  if  lyme  were 
not,  as  it  were,  to  glew  them 
together,  there  could  noe  build¬ 
ing  be  fubftantiall ;  and  the  con- 
trariein  Kernes  and  other  partes, 
where  lyme  wanteth,  there  hath 
nature  afforded  a  different  kind 
of  ftone,  being  thick  flate  and 
very  broad,  which  ferveth,  with 
the  morter  of  clay  onely,  to  build 
a  wall  more  harder  to  breake 
then  that  with  lyme,  and  the 
fmall  fquare  ftones.  You  may 
get  thefe  flate  ftones  of  four  or 
five  foote  long,  and  three  or 
four  foote  brode,  and  of  what 
thicknes  you  pleafe  to  cleave  the 


fame,  which  kind  of  ftone  moft 
commonly  being  ftraight  and 
fmothe,  as  though  the  fame  had 
been  by  a  workman  hewen  and 
planid,  and  being  of  that  length 
and  bredth,  maketh  the  walle 
very  ftrong  and  firme,  fo  that 
it  is  a  thing  impoffible  to  take 
thofe  ftones  out  of  the  middeft 
of  any  walle.  Of  thefe  two 
fortes  of  walles  are  all  the  build¬ 
ings  in  this  country,  but  that 
with  lvme  is  moft  ftrong  and 
moft  durable,  yet  it  is  accomr 
panied  with  a  fhrewde  difcoin- 
moditie,  which  is,  that  the  wall 
made  of  lyme  of  this  countrey 
continued!  for  ever  moift  in  it- 
felve,  and  thereby  maketh  all 
the  rooines  damp  and  apt  to 
corrupt  with  roft,  and  rotting 
any  thing  that  is  kept  in  the 
rome,  efpecially  if  it  be  iron,, 
writings,  or  the  like;  whereby 
is  found  one  great  inconvenience 
in  this  prefent  age,  that  armour 
will  not  indure  in  this  countrie 
halfe  the  tyme  it  will  doe  in  the 
inland  countries  of  England ; 
for  let  the  armour  be  cleaned 
ever  foe  well,  and  put  in  any 
roome  of  this  building,  in  one 
weeke  it  will  grow  ruftie. 
What  fliould  be  the  caufe  thereof 
I  cannot  judge,  but  a  naturall 
inftindl  engrafted  in  the  ftones 
or  lyme  ;  for  in  thefe  buildings, 
you  fit  all  finde  the  very  ftones 
in  the  wall  againft  wett  weather 
to  fweat  with  great  drops  of 
H  water, 
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water,  and  all  the  walles  in  the 
lioufe  to  be  weeping  and  covered 
with  ftreams  of  water  running 
down ;  and  this  perfuadeth  me 
to  be  one  of  the  caufes  why  in 
old  buildings  are  found  fo  many 
vautes  and  foe  few  loftes,  for 
that  in  tliefe  watrie  walles  the 
beamcs  in  ftlort  tyme  doe  rott 
and  foe  the  lofts  decay.  But  in 
the  other  partes  of  the  countrie 
where  the  buildings  are  made  of 
ftone  and  clay  morter,  the  walles 
are  not  of  that  nature  but  com 
tinue  drie,  and  yet  not  foe  drye, 
but  that  fometymes  before  wet 
weather  they  will  lliew  fome 
fignes  of  moiftnefs,  and  thefe 
laft  walles  are  for  the  moft  parte 
accompted  wholeiomer  dwellings 
then  the  former,  or  lefle  fubjcct 
to  corruption*  Now  as  con¬ 
cerning  the  feverall  fortes  of 
ftones  that  are  found  fitt  for 
building,  and  ferving  for  divers 
purpofes,  I  reckon  fir  ft  the  lyme- 
ftone,  which  is  noe  leffe  fit  for 
walling  then  to  bum  for  mortar, 
and  will  not  onely  endure  to  be 
hewen  with  tooles,  but  will  be 
brought  to  Ihine  with  a  faier 
glaffe  like  the  marble,  and  is 
inlaid  with  grey  fparkes,  which 
much  beautify  the  fame  ;  next 
unto  this  lymeftone  for  building 
is  the  Nolton  ftone,  being  a 
kinde  of  freeftone,  but  in  col- 
lour  a  dark  grey,  which  doth 
make  good  grindftones,  as  alloe 
muftard  milles ;  this  ftone  is 


eafily  hewen  to  make  windowes, 
doores,  chimneyes,  arches,  co- 
meftors,  and  water  berges,  or 
any  other  hewen  worke,  and 
the  collor  excepted,  in  goodnefs 
and  ftrength,  againft  the  force 
and  fretting  of  the  fea  winde 
paffeth  the  Hartleberg  quarrey 
of  Somerfetfhire,  for  this  ftone 
endureth  all  forces  of  the  fea 
without  fretting  or  wearing  ;  but 
the  ftones  of  Somerfetfhire  being 
farr  fett  arid  deere  bought,  is 
fo  found  to  be  eaten  with  the 
fea  winde  into  fmalle  pittes,  as 
fnayles  doe  eat  fruit  under  trees, 
and  in  the  ende  are  confumed  to 
nought,  and  therefore  are  found 
by  experience  unferviceable  for 
this  countrey,  faving  for  mantel! 
trees  for  chimneys,  or  other 
worke  within  doores.  This 
ftone  I  call  by  the  name  of  Nol¬ 
ton  ftone,  for  that  it  is  found 
there,  and  thereof  taketh  the 
name,  but  the  fame  is  found  in 
moft  of  the  fea  clifFes  round 
about  the  fheere,  efpecially  neere 
Newport,  where  there  is  great 
ftone,  and  differing  in  collour, 
fome  vaines  white,  fome  yel- 
lowe,  and  moft  greye ;  moft  of 
the  ancient  caftles  have  much 
of  this  kinde  of  ftone,  which 
continueth  perfedl  to  thefe  dayes, 
a  good  prooffe  of  long  during. 
It  hath  betides  a  fpeciall  pro- 
pertie  to  endure  the  force  of  fier ; 
for  of  thefe  I  have  feene  a  glaffe- 
maker  make  his  furnes,  which 
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did  beare  the  extreme  heat  of  his 
occupation,  which  noe  other 
Rones  of  this  countrey  could 
abide.  There  is  alfo  found  in  the 
clifies  about  St.  Davids,  another 
kinde  of  hewing  Rone,  profit¬ 
able  in  continuing,  which  is 
digged  in  very  great  and  large 

blockes,  as  fome  four  foote 

* 

fquare ;  of  this  the  cathedrall 
church  of  St.  Davids,  the  bi- 
Riop’s  pallace,  and  divers  of  the 
canons  houfes,  are  budded ;  it 
is  browne  of  collor,  and  fome 
of  it  darke  redd,  much  like  the 
Rone  ot  the  colledge  at  Wor- 
ceRer,  and  is  ealily  hewen  to 
any  forme.  Next  thefe  there  is 
a  Rone  found  in  the  mounten 
above  Newport,  and  in  Coed 
Cadw  in  Nevern  parijfh,  lardge 
and  tufi'e,  yet  eafie  in  hewing, 
and  moR  commonly  full  of  little 
holes.  As  thefe  Rones  rife  in 
vaR  mafies,  foe  thereof  you 
may  make  large  mantells  for 
chymnies  of  one  Rone,  and  of 
three  Rones  the  whole  frame  of 
a  dome,  (viz.)  one  piller  for 
every  fide,  and  one  other  to 
cover  the  fame,  either  arch¬ 
wife  or  fquare,  as  you  pleafe. 
This  Rone  ferveth  for  coyne 
Rones,  windowes,  and  gates, 
and  is  very  Rrong  and  profitable 
in  building ;  but  above  all  thinges, 
it  ferveth  beR  for  Rayres,  as  a 
Rone  whereon  a  man  may 
boldly  tread,  without  fly  cling  by 
reafon  of  the  roughnes  thereof, 


which  will  not  be  worne  fmoothe 
and  flippry  as  the  lymeRone  and 
moR  other  Rones  will. 

There  is  another  kinde  of 
freefione,  which  for  fayrnefle 
and  collor  pafieth  all  yet  lpoken 
of,  which  is  a  bludd  redd  Rone, 
and  will  be  hewen  very  well  and 
make  fine  worke ;  this  is  very 
perfect  redd  mixed  with  fome 
browne,  and  will  ferve  to  make 
faire  and  lardge  windowes, 
mantel!  trees,  and  all  other  hewen 
worke,  both  within  and  without 
the  houfe,  and  againfi  weather 
is  moR  durable.  This,  in  my 
fimple  opinion,  for  the  buildings 
of  this  countrey  were  mofi  pro¬ 
fitable  and  beautifull ;  for  as  in 
England,  where  the  buildings 
are  mofily  of  bricke,  and  in 
collor  redd,  there  is  defired  the 
white  freeRone  for  window^es 
and  doores,  becaufe  of  the  beautie 
thereof,  in  making  varietie  of 
collors  to  deiytc  lookers  on :  foe 
in  this  countrey  wdiere  all  our 
walles  are  w'hite  by  reafon  of 
the  lyme  ;  doores  and  windowes 
of  this  Rone  would  make  the 
like  varietie  and  muRer  to  the 
eye,  and  would  be  very  deliteful 
to  behold.  This  Rone  is  not  foe 
received  of  as  it  deferveth  ;  it  is 
found  in  MoeDrove  in  the  corne 

O 

fields,  there  lying  loofe  in  the 
plaine  ground  and  not  in  any 
quarries,  and  rifeth  fometimes 
very  large ;  it  is  alfoe  found  in 
H  2  the 
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the  fea  cliffes  there,  and  in  many 
other  places  if  it  it  were  lought 
for,  for  I  finde  it  in  many  places 
in  the  mines  of  the  abbey  of  St. 
Dogmells,  and  therefore  of  lyke- 
lihood  not  farre  of  to  be  found. 
Of  other  walling  Rones  there  is 
fuch  abondance,  and  of  fuch 
feverall  forts,  differing  from  eche 
other,  almofl  in  every  parifh, 
that  to  fpeake  particularly 
thereof,  it  were  both  fuper- 
fluous,  infinite,  and  unneceffary, 
yet  doe  they  ferve  to  many  pur- 
pofes,  as  walling,  hedging,  and 
fuch  like. 

Now  having  deferibed  the 
chefeR  fortes  of  Rones  ferving 
for  building,  it  cometh  in  courfe 
to  fpeake  of  Rates  and  tyling 
Rones,  which  abound  in  divers 
places  of  this  countrie,  and  are 
of  diverfe  qualities,  but  generally 
very  plaine,  fmoothe,  and  faire, 
blacke  and  blew  in  collor,  no- 
thinp'  inferior  to  thofe  fett  from 

o 

beyond  the  feas,  which  are  layd 
on  the  Royal  Exchange,  as 
alfoe  on  feverall  houfes  in  the 
city  of  London.  I  his  Rone  is 
found  about  Newport  and  Di¬ 
nas,  in  Kernes,  in  the  fea,  are 
there  quarried  and  carried  by 
water  to  Haverford,  Penbroke, 
and  Tenby,  and  to  divers  partes 
of  Ireland,  fometymes  fell  deere 
and  fometymes  cheape,  as  the 
plentie  and  fcarfitie  in  thofe 
townes  doe  require.  But  the 


be.R  forte  of  thefe  Rones  are 
found  about  two  myles  from  the 
fea  fide,  at  Coed  Cadw,  in  the 
parifh  of  Nevern,  which  excell 
thofe  of  Newport  in  all  the 
former  qualities :  and  one  thing 
is  to  be  noted,  that  in  theie 
Rones  there  is  found  lumpes  of 
mettall  fhining  like  perfect 
copper,  and  to  vywe  nothing 
differing  from  melten  mettall, 
and  in  weight  maRie  and  heavy, 
but  britteli ;  well  beaten  into 
powder,  to  what  perfection 
this  might  be  brought  hath  not 
yet  been  tried. 

Next  to  the  blacke  and  blew 
tile  is  the  redd  tile,  being  of  a 
lig-ht  redd  collor,  in  ufe  very 

O 

durable  and  hard,  in  all  refpedtes 
equall  with  the  former,  differing 
only  in  collor,  of  which  alfoe 
there  is  great  plentie,  and  fent 
to  the  great  townes  as  the  for¬ 
mer. 

The  third  is  a  ruffet  Rone, 
more  large  and  rougher  then 
the  other  two,  but  more  profit¬ 
able  to  the  owner,  foe  his  houfe 
be  tymberid  thereafter,  and  the 
lathes  and  nayles  agreeable  ;  this 
Rone  is  digged  very  large,  three 
foote,  and  fome  four  foote  long, 
which  layd  on  of  that  bignes, 
cleveth  more  faR  then  the  reR, 
and  therefore  the  lyme  taking 
better  hold  then  between  the 

fmooth  Rones,  dureth  the  longer 
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on  the  houfe  ;  thefe  Rones  being 
well  layd  on  by  a  good  work¬ 
man,  and  of  a  good  bonde,  cn- 
dureth  w.el  Rxty  yeares  and 
more  ;  for  there  are  fome  houfes 
covered  witli  thefe  Rates,  that 
fcaree  any  perfon  lyving  hath 
feene  a  tyler  on  their  roofFes. 
^ Vith  thefe  the  great  Fratry  at 
St.  Dog  well’s  is  covered,  many 
yeares  hthence.  The  beR  Rones 
of  this  kind  are  found  at  Pant  y 
gwenundy,  Coom  Dogwell, 
Llantood  Henllis,  and  allmoR  in 
every  quarrey  betweene  the  ri¬ 
ver  of  Nevarn  and  the  fea.  This 
kind  of  Rone  ferveth  alfoe  for 

t 

walling  in  Kemes  and  Kilgerran 
hundreds,  for  in  the  quarrey  it 
is  found  to  lie  in  great  flakes, 
alwaies  leaning  to  the  fouth, 
foe  that  you  muR  begin  the 
quarrie  from  the  north,  foe  fliall 
you  have  the  backe  of  the 
quarrey  towards  you,  and  dig 
it  with  eafe ;  for  it  is  found  by 
experience,  that  all  the  quarries 
of  this  brode  kind  of  Rone  are 
caR  fouthward,  foe  that  alwaies 
you  begin  it  from  the  north, 
and  follow  fouthward,  and  then 
fhall  you  flnde  the  quarrey  loofe 
before  you.  This  is  thought 
to  be  don  by  the  violence  of  the 
generall  flood,  which  at  the  de¬ 
parting  thereof  fell  fouthward, 
and  tare  the  earth  in  pieces,  and 
ieparated  the  iflands  from  the 
continent,  and  made  the  hills 
find  valiies  as  we  now  finde 


them,  and  tumid  the  courfes  of 
the  fprings  and  rivers,  which 
was  thought  to  be  in  another 
forme  at  the  firfl  creation  there¬ 
of. 

Thefe  in  efFedb  are  the  kindes 
of  Rone  worth  the  noting,  which 
experiens  hath  brought  to  light, 
but  Mr.  Hollingfhed  fpeaketh, 
upon  what  certaintie  I  knowe 
not,  that  at  St.  David’s,  in 
Wales,  there  is  marble  and  ala- 
blafler  to  be  found ;  but  I  cold 
never  heare  of  any  found  by 
any  man:  but  upon  the  moun- 
taine  of  Percely  there  are  many 
loofe  Rones  found,  which  are 
very  hard  and  fmoothe  of  gritt, 
and  hath,  in  divers  of  them, 
many  white  fparkes  and  veynes; 
but  of  thefe  Rones  were  never 
yet  any  hewn,  neyther  is  it 
knowne  to  what  perfection  the 
fame  might  be  brought,  if  fkilful 
workmen  had  the  handling  there¬ 
of  ;  for,  if  they  might  be  hewen 
with  tooles,  doubtlefs  for  any 
qualitie  elfe,  they  would  be  little 
inferior  to  the  marble, 

i 

Alfoe  at  the  toppe  of  Moelr 
trigarn,  in  Whitchurch,  being 
a  very  high  mounten,  I  found 
there  great  Rore  of  loofe  Rones, 
which  were  very  white  of  col- 
lor,  and  would  be  cutt  with  a 
knife,  and  therefor  might  be 
eaRly  hewen  with  tooles.  Whe¬ 
ther  the  whoile  rock  be  of  this 
H  3  Rone, 
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Rone,  or  to  what  it  might  be 
tumid,  it  hath  not  yet  been 
proved  by  any.  And  now  to 
clofe  up,  I  will  ende  with  fpeak- 
ing  of  a  ftrange  kind  of  Rone 
found  in  a  brooke  in  Percely, 
which  is  cole  black  in  collor 
and  foft,  and  his  property  is  to 
collor  upon  any  thing  that  it  is 
rubbed  on,  much  like  black 
ledd ;  but  that  which  is  moR 
ftrange,  it  ferveth  to  marke 
Rieepe ;  for  countrey  people 
taking  two  of  thefe  ftones,  rubbe 
theme  againft  the  other,  being 
wett,  and  with  the  fame  rubbe 
their  white  Rieepe,  marking 
them  with  an  azure  blew  collor, 
which,  without  any  other  thing, 
will  remaine  all  the  winter  very 


plaine  to  be  feene  on  the  woolle, 
which  argueth  that  this  Rone 
hath  fome  clammy  fubftance  in 
it,  which  maketh  it  fo  Ricke  to 
the  wooll,  that  all  the  Rormes 
and  ftiow'ers  of  winter  cannot 
waftie  the  fame  away.  To  give 
a  collour  there  are  many  thinges, 
but  to  caufe  this  to  Ricke  on 
againR  the  force  of  weather, 
there  muR  be  fome  ftrange  pro- 
pertie  in  it,  beftde  the  colloring. 
This  kind  of  Rone  is  found  in  a 
little  rille  of  water,  defeending 
from  Percelly  hills,  in  the  pariRi 
of  Meliney,  and  the  countrey 
people  call  it  nod  glas ,  which 
in  EngliRi  is  blewe  raddle,  or 
blewe  marking  Rone. 


CAP.  IX. 

Of  the  C aft  ells,  Fortes ,  and  Strong  Ho  u  Ids,  in  this  Sheers ,  and 

of  the  Cities  and  Townes  thereof 


ONCERNING  the  RrR 
building  of  the  caRles  and 
townes  of  this  countrev,  I  had 
once  determined  to  have  written 
thereof  a  parte  by  itfelfe,  but 
afterwards  looking  unto  the  ende 
of  my  worke,  I  faw,  if  I  foe 
did,  I  Riould  be  forced  to  write 
twice  of  eche  of  them,  and  foe 
to  iterate  my  words,  which  were 
labour  loft,  and  tedious  to  the 
reader,  and  therefore  I  have  de- 
ferr’d  to  fpeake  thereof,  till  I 
come  to  intreate  of  each  parti¬ 


cular  parifti  and  places  of  note 
within  the  fame  ;  whereof  I  will 
deliver  my  knowledge  of  eche 
towne  and  caftell,  and  what 
memorialls  I  have  feene  or  redd, 
touching  them,  as  to  a  place 
more  fitt  and  apt  to  intreat 
thereof  then  here.  Onely  one 
general!  note  I  thinke  good  to 
give  in  this  place,  that  all  the 
caRles  and  townes  of  this  coun¬ 
trey,  for  the  moR  parte,  were 
built  by  our  conqueror,  Erie 
Strongbowe,  and  his  knights  to 
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whom  he  gave  the  lande,  and 
to  thejre  potteritie,  as  places  in 
which  to  defende  themfelves 
againtt  the  incurttons  of  the 
princes  of  Wales:  foe  thatfuch 
townes  and  cattles  as  were  built 
here  before  the  coming  of  the 
fayd  Erie  Strongbow,  were  foe 
alterid  and  transformed,  by  his 
coming,  as  that  the  former 
Rate  thereof  is  utterly  forgotten, 
only  fome  antient  names,  and 
nothing  elfe  remaining.  Nei¬ 
ther  is  it  knowne  perfectly  what 
townes  or  caftells  were  here  be¬ 
fore.  their  coming,  nor  in  what 
ttate  of  abilitie  or  ttrength  they 
were ;  for  untill  the  coming  of 
Strongbow  hither,  this  countrie 
of  Dyvett  was  never  conquered, 
eyther  by  Romans,  Saxons, 
Danes,  or  Normans ;  but  the 
antient  inhabitants  ttill  continued 
theire  poflettions,  although  divers 


tymes  interrupted  by  fodaine 
fkirmages  by  lande,  and  fpoilers 
from  fea.  Onely  the  cittie  of 
St.  David’s,  and  the  territories 
thereabouts,  even  after  Strong- 
bowe’s  coming,  continued  under 
the  fame  matters  as  before,  foF 
that  the  conquerors  proteftid  the 
fame  as  holy  land,  confecrated 
to  the  fervants  of  God,  and 
therefore  it  was  counted  among 
thefe  bloody  men  an  impietie  to 
offer  violence  to  any  land  or 
people  being  in  the  pofleffion  of 
the  church ;  though  in  thefe 
days  of  peace,  our  fered  com 
fciences  will  not  blufhe  to  take 
it,  and  to  fnatche  away  parte 
of  the  churche  livings,  yea  and 
the  churche  itfelfe,  if  we  fee  it 
but  hang  loofe :  foe  are  the 
mindes  of  men,  altering  with 
tyme,  untill  tyme  turn  men  into 
duft. 


CAP.  X. 

Of  the  feveral  Sortes  of  Fuel 1  that  the  Countrey  yieldeth , 


THE  feverall  kinde  of  fuell 
that  ferveth  the  inhabitants 
of  this  fhire  is,  wood,  fea  cole, 
turfe,  furfe,  both  Frenche  and 
tame,  broome,  feme,  and  heath, 
all  which  are  ulid  in  feverall 
partes  of  the  ttieere,  and  for  fe¬ 
veral  purpofes:  and  firtt  for 
woode  3  this  countrey  groneth 
with  the  generall  complaint?  of 


other  countries,  of  the  decrea- 
ttng  of  wood,  for  I  finde,  by 
matters  of  recorde,  that  divers 
greate  corne  fields  were  in  tymes 
patt  great  foretts  and  woods. 
The  bett  ttandinfr  woods  at  this 

O 

prefent  in  Penbrokefhire,  where¬ 
with  the  countrie  is  fervid  for 
buildings,  and  other  neceffaries 
are  thefe  that  follow? :  Nar berth 
H  4  Forett, 
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Foreft,  Kilgarran,  Coedtraeth, 
Canefton,  Mynwer,  *  Pencelly, 
Kilreth,  Hooke  Wood,  Upton. 
Woods  of  divers  gentlemen  fuf- 
ficient  to  ferve  theire  houfes  of 
fuel],  and  fome  for  buildings, 
are* — Pi  Hon,  Bullion,  Wiflon, 
Coed  Kanles,  Llannercb,  Kill  ~ 
kythed,  DyfFrin  Gweyn,  An- 
goed,  Henllys,  and  Wenallt, 
Benton,  Throftwood,  Llwyn- 
gwair,  Peamefbufh,  Perfkily, 
Upper  Talch,  Nether  Talch, 
Crefvvell,  Mote,  Walton,  Wood- 
ftock,  WefternTrefgarn,  Effern 
Trefgarn,  Llognygorres,  Drim, 
Naftie,  Langwm. 

Wcodes  andforeftes  intymes 
pafl,  and  now  deftroyed,  and 
arable  lands  were  Llydiarth  Fo¬ 
re  ft,  Rywgran,  Moelgrove,  Coed 
Cadw,  Coed  Llonk,  Mounton 
Park,  the  wood  by  Newgall 
Cron  Lloyn.  With  thefe  woods 
and  others  of  the  meaner  forte, 
which  I  cannot  remember,  moft 


of  the  gentlemen  of  the  fheere 
are  well  fervid  with  wood  for 
theire  fuell;  but,  for  the  moft 
parte,  thofe  that  dwell  neere 
the  cole,  or  that  may  have  it 
caried  by  water  with  eafe,  ufe 
moft  cole  fiers  in  theire  kitch- 
ings,  and  fome  in  theire  halles, 
becaufe  it  is  a  ready  fiere,  and 
very  good  and  fweete  to  roft 
and  boyle  meate,  and  voyd  of 
fmoake,  where  yli  chymnies  are, 
and  doth  not  require  a  man’s 
labour  to  cleve  wood  and  feede 
the  fiere  continually.  Next  unto 
the  wood,  or  rather  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred  before  it  for  fuell,  is  cole 
fiere,  for  the  generalise  of  it, 
as  that  which  ferveth  moft  peo¬ 
ple,  and  efpecially  the  cheefe 
townes.  This  cole  may  be  nom- 
brid  as  one  of  the  cheerFe  com¬ 
modities  of  this  countrey,  and  is 
foe  neceftarie,  as  without  it  the 
countrey  would  be  in  great  dif- 
trefs.  It  is  called  ftone  cole,  for 
the  hardnes  thereof,  and  is  bur- 


*  From  a  manufcript  belonging  to  my  worthy  friend,  Col:  Lloyd,  of  Bronwydd,  the 
ufe  of  which  I  have  already  gratefully  acknowledged,  I  am  enabled  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  this  foreft,  as  it  exifted  whe.n  George  Owen  wrote  this  hiftory  of  Pembroke¬ 
shire. — u  The  Lord  of  Kemes  hath  a  wood  in  the  manor  of  Eglwyfurw,  called  Pen- 
ic  kelly,  containing,  of  the  ufual  meafure  of  that  country,  about  500  acres  of  wood, 
il  enclofed  with  quickfett  and  pale,  in  compafs  900  perches,  each  perch  being  24  feet 
(i  in  length,  which  make  about  4  miles  3  quarters.  It  is  all  grown  with  great  oaks, 
iC  of  200  and  more,  and  fome  young  wood  of  60  years  growth ;  and  moft  part  of  it 
t(  ■well  grown  with  underwood,  as  orle,  hazel,  thorn,  and  willow  *  the  herbage 
ce  whereof  will  fummer  30  breeding  mares,  and  winter  300  fheep  and  200  cattle,  well 
tc  and  fufficiently,  beftdes  fwine,  which  may  be  kept  there.  Alfo  there  is  in  faid 
ff  wood  13  cock  ihots,  wherein  is  great  ftore  of  woodcocks  taken  yearly,  which  cock 
a  Ihots  are  the  Lord’s  own,  to  do  with  them  what  he  pleafes.  He  has  alfo  pannage 
<c  of  hogs  and  wild  honey.  There  alfo  breeaeth  in  faid  wood  fparhawks,  which  are 
C(  the  Lord’s  own.'* 
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tic-d  in  chimneies  and  grates  of 
iron  ;  and  being  once  kindled, 
giveth  a  greater  heate  then  light, 
and  deliteth  to  burne  in  darke 
places :  it  ferveth  alfoe  for  fmithes 
to  worke  with,  though  not  foe 
well  as  the  other  kinde  of  cole, 
called  the  running  cole,  for  that, 
when  it  firft  kindleth,  it  melteth 
and  runneth  as  wax,  and  grow- 
eth  into  one  clodd ;  whereas  this 
ftone  cole  burneth  a  parte,  and 
never  clyngeth  together.  This 
kinde  of  cole  is  not  noyfome 
for  the  fmoke,  nor  nothing  foe 
lothfome  for  the  fmell,  as  the 
ring  cole  is,  whofe  fmoake  an- 
noyeth  all  thinges  neere  it,  as 
fine  lynen,  mens  hands  that 
warm  themfelves  by  it;  but  this 
ftone  cole  yeeldeth  in  a  manner 
noe  fmoke  after  it  is  kindled, 
and  is  foe  pure,  that  fine  carae- 
rick  or  lawne  is  ufually  dried 
by  it,  without  any  ftaine  or  He¬ 
rn  ifhe,  and  is  a  moft  proved 
good  dryer  of  mault,  therein 
pafling  wood,  fern,  or  ftrawe. 
This  cole,  for  the  rare  proper¬ 
ties  thereof,  was  caried  out  of 
this  countrey,  to  the  cittie  of 
London,  to  the  late  lord  treafu- 
rer,  Burley,  by  a  gentleman  of 
experience,  to  fhewe  how  farre 
the  fame  excelled  that  of  New- 
caftel,  wherewith  the  citie  of 
London  is  fervid  ;  and  I  thinke, 
it  the  paftfage  were  not  fo  tedi¬ 
ous,  there  would  be  greate  ufe 
made  of  it.  And  now  that  I 


am  come  to  entreate  of  this  our 
countrey  coles,  I  muft  remem¬ 
ber  my  promife  made  before, 
where  I  fpake  of  the  veynes  of 
lymeftone,  which,  I  fayd,  was 
found  to  accompany  the  veynes 
of  coles.  And  therefore  I  will, 
in  as  fewe  wordes  as  I  can, 
fhewe  you  the  naturall  courfe 
of  this  cole,  and  how  the  fame 
doth  accompany  the  lymeftone 
veyne.  I  fayd  that  I  found  out 
two  veynes  of  lymeftones,  to 
have  theire  originall  here  in 
Penbrokfhire,  and  that  theire 
courfe  holdeth  eaftward,  as  be- 
fore  I  have  declared  at  large. 
Betweene  both  which  veynes  of 
lymeftone  the  cole  is  found  to 
followe,  though  but  not  foe 
open  as  the  lymeftone  in  every 
place  with  the  lymeftone ;  but 
in  many  places  where  the  ftone 
fheweth,  the  cole  hideth  him-* 
felfe ;  and  where  the  cole  is 
found,  fometimes  the  lymeftone 
lurketh  under  ground;  but  in 
many  places  they  are  found 
neere  together.  And  firft,  o&r 
coles  have  been  found  neere 
Talberye,  and  foe  followeth  on 
to  Johnfton,  and  there  found; 
then  at  Freftrope  greate  ftore, 
and  foe  at  Pidlon :  it  is  alfoe 
founde  by  the  fouther  veyne  of 
lymeftone  at  JefFrefton,  and  from 
thence  to  Begelly.  This  firft 
veyne  of  cole  followeth  the  firft: 
veyne  of  lymeftone,  keeping 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  it,  to  the 
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water,  and  foe  to  the  mouth  of 
To  wye,  over  the  harre  of  Car-* 
marthen,  where  the  very  veine 
of  cole  is  found  in  the  barre, 
by  founding,  and  foe  throw  all 
Carmarthen  (hi  re  and  Breknock- 
fheere,  on  to  Monmouthfheere, 
as  1  have  before  declared  the 
courfe  of  that  lymeflone  veyne. 

The  other  veyne  of  cole, 
which  I  fpake  of  at  JefFreflone, 
aecompanyeth  the  fecond  veyne 
of  lymeflone,  on  the  north  fide 
thereof,  within  halfe  a  mile  of 
the  lymeflone,  and  paffeth  eft 
to  Sander  Foote,  and  there  with 
the  lymeflone  into  the  fea  ;  and 
fheweth  againe  neare  Llanydian 
and  Loughor,  as  I  fayd  before, 
and  foe  throw  Gower,  to  the 
Mombles,  and  under  the  fea  over 
to  Kynfig  Water,  and  throw  all 
Glamorgan  and  Monmouth- 
iheeres,  over  Aufl,  and  to  Bril- 
tow  ;  the  cole  alwaies  accom¬ 
panying  the  lymeflone  a  myle 
on  the  north  of  it :  but  in  this 
courfe  of  both  of  the  vevnes  of 
lymeflone  and  cole,  one  thing 
is  to  be  noted,  that  the  further 
eft  the  veynes  runne,  the  fofter 
groweth  both  the  cole  and  lyme¬ 
flone,  and  the  eafier  to  be  dig- 
ged. 

The  diggin  of  this  cole  is  of 
ancient  tymes  ufed  in  Penbrok- 
Jh  ire,  but  notin  fuch  extent  and 
fkilfull  forty  as  now  it  is ;  for 


in  former  tyrae  they  ufed  not 
engins  for  lifting  up  of  the 
coles  out  of  the  pitt,  but  made 
thejre  entrance  Hope,  foe  as  the 
people  carried  the  coales  uppon 
theire  backes  along  flayers, 
which  they  called  landway es  ; 
whereas  tiowe  they  finke  theire 
pittes  downe  right  foure  fquare, 
about  fix  or  feaven  foote  fquare, 
and  with  a  wyndles  turnid  by 
foure  men,  they  drawe  upp  the 
coles  a  barrell  full  at  once  by  a 
rope  ;  this  they  calle  a  down¬ 
right  dore.  rEhe  lords  of  the 
land  have  eyther  rent,  or  the 
third  barrel,  after  all  charges  of 
the  worke  dedudled. 

The  cole  is  firfl  found  by  a 
fmall  appearance  thereof,  which 
they  call  edge,  which  being 
found,  they  fearch  which  way 
the  veyne  leaneth,  and  on  the 
contrarie  fide  they  begin  to  finke, 
for  the  cole  is  found  to  lye  flope 
in  the  ground,  and  feldom  down 
right ;  the  cole  being  found,  the 
workmen  follow  the  veyne  every 
way,  untill  it  ende,  or  be  letted 
by  water  or  rocke,  the  veyne 
will  not  be  for  the  rnofl  parte 
palling  five  or  fix  foote  deepe, 
foe  that  the  cole  is  caried  Hoop¬ 
ing  ;  for  they  commonly  leave 
a  foote  of  cole  in  the  bottome 
undigged,  to  ferve  for  a  flrong 
foundation,  except  they  finde 
the  rocke  under  foote,  which 
they  calle  the  Dqon  fionz ,  which 
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if  they  findc,  then  they  dig 
cleane  all  the  cole,  and  further 
then  that  Rone  they  looke  for 
noe  cole ;  and  over  head  they 
are  driven  to  tymber  theire 
worke,  to  keepe  the  earth  from 
falling,  which  is  chargeable  ;  but 
in  fome  grounds  they  have  a 
rocke  above,  and  then  they  fave 
much  labour  and  cofi  in  fparing 
of  tymber. 

In  thefe  workes  the  water 
fprings  are  troblefom,  which 
they  avoid  by  finking  a  great 
pitt  right  under  the  dore,  to 
which  all  the  water  will  run, 
and  from  thence  draw  it  up  with 
a  wyndles,  by  barrells  or  els, 
by  making  a  levell  (as  they  call 
it)  which  is  by  a  waye  digged 
under  ground,  fome  what  lower 
then  the  worke,  to  bring  a  paf- 
fage  for  the  wTater ;  this  is  very 
chargeable,  and  may  coft  fome- 
times  ^20.  and  oftentimes  more. 
They  now  moll  commonly 
finke  down  right  twrelve,  fix- 
teen,  or  twenty  fathom,  before 
they  come  to  the  cole,  whereas 
in  old  tymes  four  fathom  was 
counted  a  great  labor ;  when 
they  finde  it,  they  worke  fon- 
drie  holes,  one  for  every  digger, 
fome  two,  fome  three  or  four, 
as  the  nomber  of  diggers  are ; 
eche  man  working  by  candle¬ 
light,  and  fitting  while  he 
worketh ;  then  have  they  bearers, 
which  are  boyes  that  beare  the 


coles  in  fitt  bafketts  on  theire 
backes,  going  alwayes  {looping, 
by  reafon  of  the  lownes  of  the 
pitt ;  each  bearer  carieth  this 
bafkett  fix  fathome,  where  upon 
a  benche  of  Rone  he  layeth  it ; 
where  meeteth  him  another  boy 
with  an  empty  bafket,  which  he 
giveth  him,  and  taketh  that 
which  is  full  of  coles,  and  car- 
rieth  it  as  farre  ;  where  another 
meeteth  him,  and  foe  till  they 
come  under  the  doore,  wdiere  it 
is  lifted  up.  In  one  pitt  there 
will  be  Rxteen  perfons,  whereof 
there  will  be  three  pickaxes  dig¬ 
ging,  feaven  bearers,  one  filler, 
four  winders,  twoe  ridlers,  who 
ridle  the  coles  when  it  is  a  lande, 
RrR  to  draw  the  fmall  cole  from 
the  bigg,  by  one  kinde  of  ry~ 
dell,  then  the  fecond  rydling 
with  a  fmaller  rydell,  with  which 
they  drawe  fmaller  coles  for  the 
fmythes  from  the  colme,  which 
is  indeede  but  very  dufi,  which 
ferveth  for  iyme  burning.  Thefe 
perfons  will  lande  about  eighty 
or  a  hundred  barrells  of  cole  in 
a  day.  There  tooles  about  this 
worke  are  pickaxes  with  a  round 
pole,  wedges  and  fledges  to  bat¬ 
ter  the  rockes  that  croffe  theire 
worke. 

All  tymes  of  the  yeare  is  in¬ 
different  for  working,  but  the 
hott  weather  worfl,  by  reafon 
of  fodaine  dampes  that  happen, 
which  ofcentymes  caufe  the 
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workmen  to  found,  and  will 
not  fufFer  the  candells  to  burne, 
but  the  flame  waxing  blew  of 
collor,  will  of  themfelves  go  out. 
They  worke  from  fix  a  clock 
to  fix  a  clock,  and  refte  an  hour 
at  noone,  and  eate  their  allow¬ 
ance  as  they  terme  it,  which 
is  6d.  in  bred  to  every  man,  and 
4d.  in  drinke  amonge  a  dozen  : 
this  is  of  cuftome  on  the  charge 
of  the  pitt,  although  they  worke 
on  theire  owne  charge.  All 
theire  worke  is  by  candell-light 
throweout  the  yeare. 

The  cole  they  rinde  is  eyther 
an  ore  cole,  a  firing,  or  a  flatche, 
as  I  have  learnid  their  termes. 
The  ore  is  the  belt,  and  is  a 
greate  veyne  fpreding  every  way, 
and  endureth  longeft  ;  the  firing 
is  a  fmall  narrow  vayne,  fome- 
tymes  two,  three,  or  foure  foote 
in  bignes,  and  runneth  down 
right,  and  is  alwaies  found  be- 
tweene  two  rocks ;  a  flatche 
they  call  a  piece  of  cole  by 
itfelfe,  found  in  the  earth,  and 
is  quickly  digged  about,  and 
no  more  to  be  found  of  that 
peece.  The  firfl  of  thofe  three 
fortes  is  the  beft,  then  the  next, 
and  the  laft  countid  worft  of 
all. 

The  dangers  in  digging  thefe 
coles,  is  the  falling  of  the  earth, 
and  quelling  the  poore  people, 
or  Hopping  of  the  way  furtb, 


and  foe  dye  by  famine,  or  fels 
the  fodain  irruption  of  Handing 
waters  in  old  works.  The 
workmen  of  this  blaeke  labour 
obferve  all  abolifhed  holydayes, 
and  cannot  be  wayned  from  that 
follye. 

About  three  yeares  paH  there 
was  a  generall  and  new  impoft- 
tion  or  cuHom  rayfed  upon  the 
coles,  throwout  the  realme, 
which  was  that  for  every  chau- 
dron  tranfported,  her  majeHie 
Hiall  have  of  cuftome  at  the  rate 
of  4d.  for  every  barrel!,  where¬ 
as  the  pryce  of  the  barrel  is  but 
6d.  foe  that  the  cuftome  is  neare 
as  much  as  the  price  of  the 
cole  ;  and  the  like  cuftome  was 
demanded  for  the  colme,  which 
was  fold  but  for  one  penny  the 
barrel ;  for  which  the  Irifhmen 
who  are  fervid  from  this  country 
and  the  feamen  greatly  com- 
playned,  alledging  theire  trade 
impayred,  and  that  it  would 
turne  to  the  decaye  of  (hipping : 
but  the  countrey  people  well 
liked  of  it,  as  that  which  might 
be  the  meanes  to  Hay  the  tranf- 
porting,  which  hath  greatly  en- 
haunfed  the  price,  and  is  feared 
that  in  tyme  will  wholy  were 
out  the  cole,  and  foe  leave  the 
countrey  deftitute  of  fuell ;  but 
upon  complaint  of  her  majefties 
fubjedfs  of  Ireland,  this  impoft- 
tion  is  remitted  for  the  Irifhmen. 

And  now  I  being  among  the 
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colepits,  I  will  fpeake  of  a 
ftrange  event  that  happened  *  in 
a  colepitt  at  Jeffrefton  lately. 

#**##***#*#** 

Next  unto  the  cole,  the  cheef- 
eft  fuell  is  the  peate,  called  com¬ 
monly  turfe,  which  is  a  kinde 
of  black  rotten  earth,  and  is 
found  in  low  moores  where 
Handing  water  annoyeth  the 
ground,  and  in  the  topp  of  the 
high  and  wTett  mounten  of  Per- 
celly,  where  it  is  digged  in  g reate 
plentie.  Mod  of  the  people  ad- 
joyning  to  this  mounten  ufe  this 
kinde  of  fuell,  which  being  well 
ufid,  is  lingular  good  ;  but  if  the 
fame  be  either  ill  feafoned,  or 
ill  placed  to  burns  in  the  houfe, 
as  out  of  chvmnies,  the  fmeil 

j  7 

thereof  is  loathfom,  which  is 
the  onely  difcommodity  of  this 
fuell,  for  otherwife  it  is  little  in- 
feriour  to  the  cole.  There  is 
greate  difference  of  thefe  turffes 
according  to  the  place  where  it 
groweth,  fome  being  very  good, 
yelding  a  better  heate,  and 
fweete  without  ill  favoure,  other 
worfe  in  burning,  and  having 
a  lothfom  fmeil ;  the  bell  of 
which  leveth  fmalle  or  noe  afhes 
behinde  it,  and  thofe  white  of 
colior ;  the  other  that  leveth 
great  quantitie  of  afhes,  and 
that  gravelly  and  reddifh,  black 
and  browne  in  colior,  is  ac^ 


compted  of  a  worfe r  kinde. — 
Thefe  turffes  are  digged  with  an 
iron  for  the  purpofe,  and  are  in 
forme  fquare,  two  ynches,  like 
barres  of  iron  about  a  foot  long. 
When  they  are  digged  they  are 
carried  out  of  the  pitt,  and 
being  halfe  dry,  piled  upon  end 
every  5  or  6  together  to  dryc, 
and  being  thus  dryed  throwly 
they  are  ledd  home  and  layd  then 
up  in  dry  roomes  to  ufe  •  at 
neede.  There  have  been  great 
proffers  made  by  men  of  expe¬ 
rience  to  bring  this  kinde  of 
fuell  to  be  very  eommodioufe 
for  the  realme ;  and,  as  I  have 
heard,  fome  have  optained  a 
monopoly  of  the  fame  as  to  turn 
it  to  chark  cole,  to  make  it  bum 
without  anoyance,  but  what 
fuccefs  it  taketh,  I  have  no^:, 
learned,  yet  I  am  perfuaded  that 
it  might  be  brought  to  farre  bet¬ 
ter  perfection  than  it  is  as  the 
common  people  now  ufe  it ;  for 
I  have  heard  that,  in  fome  partes 
of  this  realme,  it  ferveth  for 
iron  workes ;  and  in  Cardigan- 
fhire,  it  is  fayd,  that  the  fmithes 
worke  with  them  ;  but  if  by  the 
induffrie  of  fome  good  and  well 
pradtized  man,  it  might  be 
brought  to  any  good  perfection, 
doubtlefle  it  would  prove  very 
beneficiall  to  the  whole  com¬ 
mons  of  this  country  ;  for  that 
the  mountens  doe  yeald  thereof 


*  A  blank  was  left  in  the  original  MSS,  for  this  firangc  event,  but  never  filled  up. 

fuch 


CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796. 


fuch  plentie  as  would  ever  ferve 
and  continue.  Guichcrdyn,  in 
his  defcription  of  Holland,  com- 
mendeth  this  as  a  principall  and 
the  fecond  cheeffe  commoditie 
of  that  province  ;  that  the  cuf- 
tome  thereof  payd  in  one  towne 
onely  amounteth  in  the  yeare  to 
SOOO  ducats  to  the  king  of 
Spaine. 

The  fourth  principall  and 
moft  ufual  fuell  is  furfe,  called 
in  fome  partes  gorfe,  which 
every  parte  of  the  fheere  yeald- 
eth  in  srreat  abondance  as  a 

O 

ihrubbe,  whereunto  the  foyle  is 
naturally  inclined,  foe  that 
where  the  fame  once  groweth, 
the  land  will  hardly  be  rid  of 
them,  but  eyther  by  liming  or 
marling  of  the  foyle.  This  fuell 
fcrveth  elpecially  for  baking  and 
brewing ;  but  in  fome  partes 
growne  to  that  greatnes  that  the 
tymber  of  them  ferve  as  a  prin¬ 
cipal!  wood  for  fires  in  halles, 
chambers,  and  kitchinnes,  for 
it  is  very  ufuall  to  have  the 
ftalkes  of  a  foote  compas,  and 
eight  or  nine  foote  highe ;  and 
of  late,  for  tryall  of  a  wager, 
there  was  a  furfe  ftalke  meafured 
to  be  a  yarde  wanting  three 
inches  in  compas.  The  fier 
made  of  the  wood  of  the  ftalkes 
of  thefe  furfe  is  very  fweete,  and 
yeeldeth  greater  heat  and  cleeier 
iier  then  any  other  wood.  1-  hefe 
furfe  keepe  greene  all  the  \yin- 


ter,  and  the  toppes  of  them  are 
good  for  the  cattell,  which  being 
generally  allowed  of,  makes  me 
not  a  little  to  marvell  that  the 
witt  of  man  hath  not  devifed 
fome  machine  to  breake  them 
foe  that  they  may  be  fervid  to 
the  cattell  with  greater  fafety, 
when  the  weapons  they  are 
armed  withall  are  bated.  Befide 
when  they  growe  to  any  great¬ 
nes  it  is  the  beft  flicker  the 
cattell  have,  and  giveth  them 
warrae  lodging  in  the  winter 
feafon.  And  the  land  that  bear- 
eth  this  kinde  of  furfe  is  ac- 
compted  good  corne  land.  The 
onely  meane  to  procure  this 
fhrubble  to  fpring  up,  being 
once  decayed,  is  to  plowe  the 
lande,  and  till  it  for  three  or 
foure  yeeres,  then  let  it  lie,  and 
prefently  the  furfe  will  rife  againe, 
as  the  fenix  is  fayd  to  doe  out 
of  the  allies  of  her  anceftour. 

Another  kinde  of  furfe  there 
is,  called  fmalle  or  tame  furres, 
of  fome  Welfh  furfe  which  is 
a  fmall  fliort  Ihrubbe  growing 
on  bad  ground,  which  never 
reacheth  to  any  great  height, 
yet  ferveth  to  bake  and  bine 
with,  and  the  lande  that  beareth 
tliis  is  compted  barren  and  (hal¬ 
low.  This  laft  kinde  bloflometh 
with  the  heathe  in  the  latter 
ende  of  harvefi:  againft  winter  ; 
whereas  the  former  accompa- 
nyeth  the  broome  and  bloweth 
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in  May  againR  the  fummer. 
The  former  kinde  beareth  his 
feede  in  fmalle  coddes  like  peafe 
codds,  and  being  fowen  will 
prolper. 

Feme  is  but  a  weake  fuell  and 
ferveth  for  brueing,  and  other- 
wife  for  the  pooreft  fort  of  peo¬ 
ple  that  cannot  better  provide 
themfelves. 

The  heath  groweth  in  the 
mountaines  in  this  countrey  of  a 
great  hight,  and  is  pulled  up  by 
the  rootes  by  poor  people  and 
ferveth  for  her,  as  well  as  for 
meate  for  cattell,  when  the 
hye  mountens  are  coveryd  with 
Jnow  and  nothing  open  but  the 
topps  of  this  heath,  whereon  the 
catteil  in  this  extremitie  will 
feede  and  lave  themfelves  till  the 
ground  be  uncovered ;  but  I 
have  heard  that  this  kinde  of 
heath  being  cut  in  fommer  and 
made  in  ricks,  is  the  cheefefl 
and  fweeteR  fuell  for  drying  of 
mault,  therein  paffing  both  wood 
and  ilrawe.  I  would  I  might 
fee  the  experience  hereof, 
which,  as  yet,  was  never  tried 
in  this  countrey. 

\ 

n  If  there  was  fuch  caufe  to 
complain  of  the  decreafing  Rate 
of  timber  in  this  county  in  Queen 
Elizabeth’s  time,  how  is  that 
caufe  increafed  in  the  courfe  of 
another  century,  for  in  my  me¬ 


mory  moR  of  the  great  manRon 
houfes  have  been  Rripped  of  their 
fhelter,  a  principal  objedt  with 
our  anceRors,  when  they  made 
choice  of  their  place  of  refidence, 
and  fome  fewT  new  railed  on 
eminences,  whilR  in  vindication 
of  their  rage  for  deRroying  their 
woods,  and  their  negledf  of  pro¬ 
viding  a  future  Ripply,  the  pof- 
felfors  of  the  new  raifed  bleak 
dwellings  wrould  contend,  that 
thick  groves  generated  dampnefs, 
and  that  an  open  Rtuation  was 
more  favourable  to  health, 
whereas  the  clear  contrary  is 
the  truth :  for  as  one  Clermont, 
a  foreign  phyRcian,  who  redded 
fometime  in  Pembrokefhire,  told 
me  trees  feed  on  foul  air,  and 
are  known  to  thrive  beR  where 
it  is  fouleR  ;  therefore  when  we 
bare  our  houfes  too  much  we 
get  rid  of  our  beR  friends.-— 
I  remember  when  my  neigh¬ 
bour  Sir  Wm.  Wogan  of  Lan- 
Rinan,  was  pondering  wliere  he 
Riould  eredl  a  new  manRon  in- 
Read  of  the  old,  grown  ruinous, 
and  was  on  the  point  of  Rutt¬ 
ing  the  old  Rte,  which  wa^s  low, 
near  water,  and  Rieltery,  to 
the  fummit  of  a  hill  that  would 
give  him  a  view  of  the  fea ;  I 
urged  the  above  philofophical 
remark,  and  v7as  the  means  of 
prevailing  with  him  to  place  it 
where  it  now  Rands,  a  few  feet 
only  elevated  from  the  antient 
habitation,  for  which  perfua- 
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lion,  the  current  of  fafhion  ra¬ 
ther  fetting  againfl  me,  I  was 
much  reflected  upon. 

It  would  be  well  for  the 
country  if  the  gentlemen,  parti¬ 
cularly  who  have  property  in 
coal  mines,  would  dive  a  little 
more  into  their  fubterraneous 
treafure,  and  that  mining  was 
more  ftudied,  new  veins  of  coal 
as  well  as  Iyme  might  then  pro¬ 
bably  be  difcovered,  and  fmall 
cludts  leading  from  the  prefent 
frreat  arteries  be  found  to  extend 
even  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
country,  and  this  great  bleffing 
be  more  equally  diflributed  over 
the  {hire. 

The  furze  of  this  country, 
formerly  left  unmolefted,  was 
knowne  to  grow  to  an  uncom¬ 
monly  large  fize,  and  I  have 
rod^  a  hunting,  mounted  not  on 
a  very  low  horfe,  through  ave¬ 
nues  of  furze,  much  higher 
than  my  head,  near  Newgall  and 
eliewhere  *  nor  do  I  hear  that 
they  attain  to  that  fize  in  any 
other  county  of  Wales,  which 
inclines  me  to  think  there  be 
foiTiething  peculiar  in  the  foil, 
to  forward  the  growth  of  that 
fhrub. 


The  afhes  of  fern  in  North 
Wales,  is  beginning  to  be  an 
article  of  profit,  which,  when  I 
was  in  that  country,  I  obferved 
great  quantities  of  in  many 
places  ;  it  is  ufed  in  the  compo- 
fition  of  ioap.  But  in  Pem- 
brokefhire  we  are  very  flow  to 
adopt  fchemes  of  advantage, 
and  of  this  commodity  we  make 
nothing  of  in  general ;  indeed  of 
late  I  ufe  nothing  but  the  fmoke 
of  fern  in  a  red-herring  work  I 
own  at  Fiih guard,  which  1  find 
to  be  fuperior  to  any  other  in 
curing  the  hih,  as  on  that  ac¬ 
count  they  have  the  preference 
at  market. 

Ever  fince  I  read  what  my 
author  advances  refpehting  the 
heath,  1  have  employed  it  for 
the  purpofe  he  recommends,  and 
am  allured  that  he  doth  not. 
fpeak  of  it  in  higher  terms  than 
it  deferveth,  as  the  ale  brewed 
from  malt  thus  dryed  has  a  co¬ 
lour  and  flavour  peculiarly  fine, 
and  imbibes  from  the  fume  a 
fubtle  quality,  which  caufes  the 
liquor  to  be  much  more  diu¬ 
retic  than  that  which  is  produced 
from  malt  made  in  the  ordinary 
way,  and  highly  efficacious  in. 
gravel  complaints. 

Probatum  eft* 


CAP. 


* 


(  ) 

CAP,  XI. 

Of  the  chieffe  Rivers  of  this  Shire ,  that  have  theire  Courfe  throw- 
out  the  fame ,  or  that  have  theire  Rifings  in  the  fame,  and  Endings 

in  other  Countreys . 


IN  this  place  where  I  purpofe 
to  intreate  of  cheefe  rivers  in 
generall,  I  have  determined  to 
fpeake  of  none  but  fuch  cheeffe 
rivers  and  brookes  as  keepe 
theire  courfe  and  name  until  1 
they  falle  into  the  fea,  and  runn 
at  the  leaft  two  myles  ;  breeffly 
mentioning  fuch  rills  and  brookes 
as  they  receave  in  theire  way : 
for  the  reft  that  falle  into  thole 
rivers,  and  foe  ende  before  they 
come  to  the  fea,  although  fome 
be  bigger  ftreames,  than  fome 
other  that  continue  theire  name 
to  the  fea,  yet  have  I  determined 
to  forbeare  them  in  this  place, 
and  will  entreate  of  them  in  the 
particular  hundreds,  where  they 
rife  and  fpring.  And  of  thefe 
principall  rivers  I  will  firft  en¬ 
treate  of  the  both  Cleddyes, 
whofe  joynt  falle  maketh  the 
famous  porte  or  haven  of  Mil¬ 
ford,  and  in  the  Britifh  tongue 
taketh  name  of  thefe  two  rivers, 
and  is  called  Aberdoyglethe, 
that  is,  the  mouth  or  fall  of 
both  Clethes.  And  in  defcribing 
of  them,  I  muft  vary  a  little 
from  him  that  gave  inft ructions 
to  Mr.  Holingfhed  of  the  rifmg 
and  courfes  of  all  or  moft  of 
the  rivers  of  England,  in  his  fe- 
cond  booke  of  the  defcription 


of  Brittaine,  and  fecond  chapter 
(for  yt  is  contrarie  to  myne 
owne  knowledge)  as  alfoe  from 
Mr.  Saxton’s  mapps,  who  hath 
as  I  perceive,  folio wid  the  favd 
defcription  of  Mr.  Holingfhed 
for  moft  ryvers.  And  firft, 
whereas  both  Mr.  Holingfhed 
and  Mr.  Saxton  in  his  mapp, 
fheweth  that  the  fayd  ryver 
Cledde  rifeth  out  of  Yrennyvawr 
Hill ;  it  is  not  foe,  for  it  fpring- 
eth  in  Blaen  y  gors,  in  Manage 
logddu,  and  running  weft,  re- 
ceaveth  into  it  a  rill  from  the 
north,  called  Kewgill,  rifing  at 
Bwlch  Ungwr,  and  palling  fur¬ 
ther,  receaveth  from  by  eft  a 
rill,  that  rifeth  above  Capell 
Cawey,  called  Bray,  and  is  in 
that  place  the  lanlker  betweene 
Penbrok  and  Carmarthenfheeres; 
from  thence  the  fayd  Clethe 
runneth  as  a  lanlkar  betweene 
the  fayd  fheeres  and  Managlog- 
ddu  Church,  where  it  receaveth 
tire  ryver  Clydaghe,  from  the 
north,  fpringing  out  of  Coom- 
kerwyn  Hill,  and  from  thence 
continueth  lanlker  betweene 
both  fheeres,  and  cometh  to 
Llangolman,  where  it  receaveth 
from  the  north  a  rill  called 
Llony,  and  running  betweene 
the  parifhes  of  Llandiflilio  and 
1  JJanykeven, 
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Llanykeven,  ftill  parteth  body 
fheeres,  undll  a  rill  running 
from  Ryd  y  Miler  fall  into  it, 
which  at  that  place  parteth  both 
the  fheeres ;  and  then  cometh 
Penbrokeftiire  over  the  ryver 
againe  at  Llandiftilio,  which 
continuing  his  courfe,  receaveth 
into  it  the  river  Breynan  ddu, 
whofe  fpring  is  from  Carn 
yr  avar,  and  runneth  weft  of 
Lloydarthe ;  and  further  down 
at  Tregindeg  it  receaveth  Breyn¬ 
an  wen,  whofe  fpring  is  in 
Blacknocke  Moore,  and  runneth 
betweene  the  parifhes  of  Man- 
clochog  and  Moate,  by  Merlan ; 
and  then  the  faid  river  Clethe 
paffing  by  Egermont,  leaving  it 
in  Carmarthenfhire,  although  by 
Mr.  Saxton’s  mapps  in  Pen- 
brokefliire,  beneath  Egermont, 
receaveth  a  rill  called  Cryning, 
which  there  parteth  Penbroke 
and  Carmarthenfheeres  againe  ; 
Pembroke  againe  ftretching  it- 
felf  over  the  fame,  and  beneath 
Egermont  receaveth  into  it  the 
river  Syvynvey,  being  well  neere 
as  big  as  itfelfe,  which  cometh 
by  Longridge  from  Walton. 
Clethy  running  forward  under 
Llawhaden  Bridge,  receaveth 
from  the  eft  the  River  Marlais, 
corning  from  Longfoord,  and 
before  it  cometh  to  Carefton 
Bridge,  it  receaveth  into  it  a 
rill  called  Gloyn,  running  throw 
Narberth  Fore  ft ;  and  from 
thence  it  runneth  by  Talche 


Wood  to  Slebeche,  and  between 
Pidlon  and  Mynweare,  at  Role 
Caftell  Point,  meeteth  with  the 
other  Cleddy,  that  cometh  from 
Harford,  and  there  joyning, 
where  Aberdaugledde  beginneth. 

The  other  Clethe,  called 
Clethe  wen,  rifeth  at  Llygad 
Clethe,  which  in  Engliili  is 
called  Clethe’s  Eye,  in  the  pa- 
rifh  of  LI  an  fair  Nant  y  gof, 
and  goeth  by  Kelli  ’r  moch,  where 
it  parteth  the  lordfhip  of  Kemes 
and  Dewifland,  and  there  falleth 
into  a  great  moore,  called  Lan- 
ftinan  Moore  ;  pafting  by  Lan- 
ftinan  Church  to  Lanftinan 
Bridge,  where  a  little  beneath 
it  receaveth  in  a  rill  from  the 
north,  that  rifeth  fhort  of  Tre- 
brithen,  in  the  parifti  of  Man¬ 
ama  wan,  and  foe  holding  on 
her  courfe  weftward,  a  little 
above  Llwyngwaran  Bridge,  it 
receaveth  from  the  Eft  the  Kyll- 
eth,  which  rifeth  above  Tre- 
coon,  at  Carn  Diao  Moore, 
and  running  together  under 
Llwyngwaran  Bridge,  before  it 
cometh  to  Pont  melin  Moris,  it 
receaveth  the  Marlais,  that  ri¬ 
feth  neere  Caftell  Kynles,  and 
pafleth  by  Caftell  Moris,  and 
foe  to  Perlkely ;  and  then  under 
Stone  Hall,  in  St.  Lawrence  pa- 
rifti,  on  to  Wolfe’s  Caftell, 
where  from  the  eft  it  receaveth 
a  namelefs  river,  that  com¬ 
eth  from  Pontehardfton ;  from 
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whence  it  turneth  towards  Trew- 
garne,  but  firft  receaveth  in  a  rill 
from  Brimefton,  which  parteth 
the  hundred  of  Dewy  hand  from 
Rowle ;  and  foe  running  be- 
tweene  both  Trewgarnes,  yt 
there  receaveth  from  the  eft  a 
forked  rill,  that  rifeth  neere 
Amblefton,  from  whence  for- 
.ward  it  continueth  the  lanfker 
betweene  the  hundreds  of  Rowfc 
and  Dongleddy  ;  and  foe  con¬ 
tinuing  weftward  beneath  Ru- 
baxton,  it  receaveth  a  forked 
brooke  from  the  eft,  the  one 
branch  whereof  rifeth  in  New 
Towne  Moore,  the  other  cometh 
from  Poifton ;  from  thence  it 
runneth  forward  towards  Haver- 
fordweft,  but  before  it  cometh 
to  Elliott’s  Hill,  receaveth  the 
brook  that  pafleth  under  Pelcam 
Bridge  and  Camros,  and  a  little 
lower  receaveth  another  rill 
that  cometh  from  Lamfton,  and 
foe  pafleth  to  Prendergafl,  and 
under  Haverford  Bridge,  beneath 
which  it  receaveth  another  ryver 
at  Carllod,  which  rifeth  neere 
Walton  Bridge,  and  then  be¬ 
neath  Haroldflon  it  receaveth  a 
brook  from  the  weft,  which  ri¬ 
feth  in  the  rnoore  eaft  of  Hareff 
ton  Weft  Becon,  and  runneth 
by  St.  Margrett’s  Chappel,  and 
foe  to  Denant,  and  on  under 
the  Mawdlens  and  Harefton 
Bridge,  diicharging  itfelfe  into 
the  fayd  Cledde  ;  where  Cledde 
being  now  turned  fait,  continu¬ 


eth  on  bending  fomewhat  fouth- 
eaft,  runneth  between  Hooke- 
W7ood  and  Boulfton,  and  foe 
with  joy  meeteth  her  other  After 
of  like  name,  and  lovingly 
joyneth  to  make  the  fair  haven 
of  Mylford  ;  the  both  thus  wed¬ 
ded,  become  a  fait  fea  of  a  mile 
broade,  and  ftxteen  myles  longer 
before  they  forfake  theire  native 
countrey,  for  whofe  good  they 
fend  furth  many  faier  branches, 
on  eyther  fide,  ferving  divers 
townes,  villages,  and  gentle¬ 
men’s  houfes,  with  eafte  tranff 
porting  and  cariadge  of  neceffa- 
ries,  and  commodious  Aftiings  ; 
and  at  the  Dale  turneth  right 
fouth,  making  a  goodly  porte  or 
entrance  of  two  miles  brode ; 
and  then  by  courfe  of  nature 
yeald  themfelves  to  the  fea,  the 
ending  of  all  ryvers,  where, 
not  forgetting  the  naturall  love 
of  native  country,  twice  every 
day  returne,  as  it  were,  with  a 
loving  care  to  fee  and  falute 
theire  antient  offspring,  and  not 
foe  content  with  daily  travell, 
every  fortnight  force  themfelves 
to  prefle  further  up,  making  a 
greater  tyde,  which  we  for  cliff 
ference  of  the  other  calle  fpring 
tvdes. 

J 

The  next  river  that  cometh 
nowr  in  courfe  to  be  fpoken  of 
in  this  place,  is  the  river  that 
falleth  into  the  fea  at  Newgall, 
and  parteth  the  hundred  of 

1  2  Rowfe 
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Rowfe  and  Dewy  Hand,  which 
although  it  be  but  a  fmalle 
brooke,  yet  for  that  I  hnde  it  to 
make  a  falle  into  the  fea,  and 
is  of  that  length  that  my  pur- 
pofe  admitteth  to  fpeake  of,  the 
name  thereof,  as  of  all  other 
fmalle  brookes  that  are  among 
the  Englifh  inhabitants,  is  cleane 
forgotten,  although  the  fmalleft 
brookes  and  rills  to  this  day  re- 
taine  their  ancient  names  among 
the  Wellhmen.  This  water  ri¬ 
fe  th  in  the  moore  neere  Treth- 
yog,  a  village  in  St.  Edrin’s 
parilh,  and  pafleth  from  thence 
bv  Called  Yilia,  Tankardfton, 

■-  j 

and  Ewefton ;  and  before  it 
come  to  Roch  Mill  it  receaveth 
into  it  a  rill  from  the  eaft,  which 
parte  th  Roch  from  Havfcaftell 
parilh,  between  Newgall  and 
the  wood  falling  into  the  fea 
under  Newgall  Bridge,  in  the 
large  and  great  bay  called  Bride’s 
Bay.  Although  this  be  a  brooke 
of  feme  note,  and  for  many 
caufes  to  have  been  refpedted, 
yet  did  Air.  Saxton,  in  his  mapp 
of  Penbrokefhire  omitt  the  fame, 
by  what  meanes  or  caufe  I  can¬ 
not  judge,  having  taken  pavnes 
with  thofe  of  lefle  quantity  and 
moment.  '  * 

Then  folio weth  next  at  hand 
Salvaghe  Water  to  be  fpoken  of, 
whole  fpring  is  out  of  Gwern  y 
harry,  and  running  by  Llanri- 
thari,  at  Lochmeilir  receaveth  a 


rill  coming  from  Llandeloy,  and 
foe  palling  by  Kerbyt  and  Caer- 
voriag,  and  then  turning  fouth- 
erly  her  courfe,  difchargeth  it- 
felfe  at  Solvaghe  Haven,  where 
it  maketh  a  portlett  for  Imall 
fhipping,  and  fafe  upon  many 
neceffities. 

* 

Then  next  cometh  the  Brooke 
Alan,  which  rifing  neere  Llan- 
digige  vach  in  St.  David’s  parilh, 
runneth  by  Tretio  Hendre  Ey- 
non,  and  under  Gwryd  Bridge 
to  Ymlech,  and  to  the  clofe  of 
St.  David’s  throw  the  valley, 
palling  betweene  the  cathedrall 
church  and  the  bilhop’s  palace, 
where  remayne  St.  David’s 
trowtes,  for  bignes  exceeding 
any  in  thefe  partes,  and  for 
tamenefs  againll  nature,  that 
they  were  not  afeard  at  the 
fight  of  many  people  looking 
on  them,  and  approaching  al- 
moft  to  mens  hands,  to  receave 
any  thing  that  Ihould  be  call 
into  the  brooke  for  foode  ;  from 
whence  a  mile  belowe  it  taketh 
the  fea  at  Port  Clais. 

The  next  that  cometh  of 
courfe  to  be  fpoken  of  is  the 
Ryver  Gwayn,  whofe  fpring  is 
out  of  Percely  Hill,  in  the 
north  fide  of  Wayndyvet,  and 
taketh  her  courfe  wefterly,  flat¬ 
tening  downe  the  hill  to  Pen- 
celly  vor,  and  there  falling  head¬ 
long  into  the  valley,  which  Ihe 
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chriftneth  of  her  owne  name, 
called  DyfFrin  Gwayn,  a  valley 
well  wooded  of  ech  fide  though 
narrow;  prefently  turneth  fouth- 
weft,  and  firft  receaveth  in  the 
Logen  running  from  the  fouth- 
eft,  and  at  Llanvarchan  it  re- 
ceiveth  in  a  rill  from  the  north- 
weft  called  Nant  Marchan,  and 
a  little  lower  receaveth  in  the 
Kead, coming  from  thefouth-eaft, 
and  riling  at  Cwmkead;  then 
turning  more  wefterly,  it  run¬ 
neth  under  Pontvaen,  where  a 
little  beneath  it  receaveth  into  it 
a  fill  called  Wala,  which  rifeth 
out  of  Gwern  y  Wala ;  and 
foe  running  by  Llanychlloydok 
Church  and  Llanerchaeth,  re¬ 
ceaveth  by  the  way  divers  rills 
from  the  north,  and  foe  to  Pont- 
newydd,  neere  which  it  recea¬ 
veth  from  the  fouth  a  rill,  co- 
mingfromCronllwyn;  and  there 
turning  more  northerly,  it  re¬ 
ceaveth  a  rill  that  rifeth  neere 
Kynhydre,  falling  under  Filh- 
guard  Bridge  into  the  fea,  ma¬ 
king  a  faier  haven  and  good 
harbour  for  barkes  and  fhippes 
of  fmalle  burden,  much  haunted 
for  ftore  of  herring's  taken  there 

O 

yerely. 

From  Filh  guard  the  next 
ryver  is  Nevarn,  that  falleth  into 
the  fea  at  Newport  town,  whole 
fpring  is  out  of  the  mounten  of 
Vrenny  vawr,  and  is  about  nine 
or  ten  miles  in  length  ;  her  ftrft 


courfe  is  wefterly,  and  out  of 
the  fouth  it  receiveth  a  rill  called 
Nant  y  Saefon,  and  fhortly 
from  by  fouth  it  receiveth  an¬ 
other  tribute  from  the  rill,  called 
Crymmych;  riling  at  Coom 
crymych,  and  there  turning 
north-weft  untill  it  receaveth 
from  the  north-eafl  the  brooke 
called  yr  Amelh,  whofe  fpring 
is  above  St.  Meigans,  whence 
it  runneth  right  weft  and  neere 
Nantgwyn  Chappel,  receaveth 
the  cleere  rillett,  called  Nant¬ 
gwyn  ;  then  haftening  towards 
Jordan’s  mill  from  the  fouth-eaft, 
receaveth  the  brooke  called  Ne¬ 
varn  Parva,  alias  Banon,  whofe 
rife  is  at  Blaen  Banon  ;  and  foe 
continuing  her  courfe  from  the 
fouth,  receaveth  the  river  Bry- 
dellach,  and  palfmg  under  Pont 
Gynon  Bridge,  turneth  a  little 
northerly,  and  haftening  throw 
a  rocky  valley  towards  Pont  y 
Coom,  under  Pont  rywvelen, 
receaveth  out  of  the  fouth  the 
river  Eaftern  Clydagh,  whofe 
fpring  is  neere  Bwlch  y  Pennant 
du,  from  whence ;  turning  a  game 
north-weft,  throw  rocks  and 
ft  ones  and  fome  bendings  ;  run¬ 
neth  to  W enallt,  and  under 
HenMys,  at  Pont  y  Baida  in, 
receaveth  into  it  the  fweete 
river  Deyad ;  coming  from 
Penkelly  Foreft,  and  foe  paffing 
to  Melyndre  Marchog,  receaveth 
the  Rill  Gloyn  (called  more 
properly  Gloywen)  running 
I  3  weftward 
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we  ft  ward  by  Gwern  y  Gwythel 
and  to  Nevarn  Church,  where 
it  receaveth  Kaman  from  the 
north ;  then  crooking  itfelfe 
about  Llywiigwayr,  receaveth 
from  the  north  two  rills,  the 
one  called  Nant  ryd  berw,  riftng 
neere  Tredriftey,  the  other  called 
Keney,  confining  the  Bury ; 
then  turning  from  Llwyngwayr 
towards  Newport  Bridge,  re¬ 
ceaveth  from  the  fouth  another 
Clydagh,  which  rifeth  above 
Kilgwyn  Church  ;  thus  united, 
they  runn  both  together  diredf 
weft,  and  under  the  towne  of 
Newport  take  fea,  making  there 
a  fair  lardge  porte  and  haven 
to  the  view,  but  in  prooffe  very 
perillous,  being  altogether  barrid 
by  reafon  of  a  great  banke  of 
fande  ray  fed  by  the  fea,  crofting 
all  the  entrance  of  the  haven, 
being  a  mile  broade,  which 
maketh  the  porte  unprofitable. 

From  Newport,  traverfing 
the  north  coaft  of  the  county, 
I  omytt  the  brooke  Kybwr,  for 
that  although  it  fall  into  the  fea 
without  lofing  its  name,  yet  doe 
I  here  pafle  over  the  fame  for 
the  fmallnefs  thereof,  as  fitter  to 
be  fpoken  of  in  the  fame  parifti 
where  it  fpringeth.  The  next 
porte  therefore  I  come  unto  is  the 
fall  of  the  fair  river  of  Teyvy, 
which  parteth  Penbrokefheere 
from  Cardigan.  This  ryver, 
although  it  be  the  uttcrmoft 


bound  or  lymitt  of  the  fheere, 
yet  I  thinke  fitt  to  fpeake  fome- 
what  thereof  in  this  place. 
This  is  a  fair  goodly  deepe 
river,  which  hath  its  rife  above 
the  abbey  of  Strata  Florida,  in 
Cardiganshire,  out  of  the  frefh 
poole  or  lock,  called  Llyn  Tivy  ; 
from  whence  it  hafteth  to  the 
abbey  aforefayd,  and  pafting  by 
Tregaron  Llandewy  brefi  to> 
Kellan,  where  it  receaveth  the 
brooke  called  Natharnej  and 
from  thence  downe,  parting 
Cardigan  and  Carmarthen- 
fheeres,  runneth  by  Llanbeder 
Pont  Stephen  to  Newcaftle, 
Emlyn,  and  Kenarih,  where  a 
little  below  it  receaveth  the  river 
Reach,  which  there  parteth  Car¬ 
marthen  and  Penbrokefheeres 
afunder  ;  at  Aberkeach  the  fayd 
three  (hires  meeting  where  there 
is  fmall  fande  or  ilande,  not 
knowne  fo  which  fheere  it  be- 
longeth.  ,  From  Aber  Reach 
forward,  the  fayd  river  Tyvy  is 
the  Lanfkar  betweene  Penbroke 
and  Cardigan  fheeres,  a  mea- 
dowe  neere  Manerdeivi  Church 
excepted  ;  and  foe  pafting  down 
under  Lechryd  Bridge,  a  little 
beneath,  receaveth  a  brooke 
from  the  fouth  called  Morgeney, 
and  therehence  approaching  to 
Kilgarran  between  great,  deepe* 
and  narrowe  hilles,  over  which 
is  framed  the  W eare  of  Kilgar¬ 
ran,  ftrongly  built  of  ftone  and 
tymber  worke,  where  abondance 
'  of 
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of  moft  excellent  and  fweete 
falmons  are  taken ;  a  little  far¬ 
ther  downe  it  receaveth,  from 
the  fouth-weft,  a  rillet,  called 
Plifcoge  ;  and  therehence  it  pro¬ 
ceeded!  downwards  by  the  fore  ft 
of  Kilgarran,  called  properly 
Kevan  Drim  ;  at  the  lower  parte 
whereof  it  receaveth  the  brooke 
Breyan,  coming  from  DyfFrin 
Breyan,  which  there  parteth  the 
hundreds  of  Kernes  and  Kil¬ 
garran  ;  and  foe  running  by 
Cardigan  Caftle  and  under  the 
bridge,  faluteth  St.  Dogmells  as 
it  pafteth  to  the  fea,  where  alfoe 
it  receaveth  a  rill,  and  a  little 
below',  before  it  cometh  to  the 
barr,  another  at  Myniawmoore, 
and  foe  to  the  fea,  where  a  ridge 
of  fands  maketh  a  difcommo- 
diouie  and  dangerous  barr,  hind¬ 
ring  much  the  trade  of  {hipping 
to  thefe  partes  of  the  countrey. 

%  The  rivers  and  brooks  of 
this  country  are  fo  numerous, 
and  of  fo  beautiful  a  character. 


that  they  conftitute  one  of  the 
principal  attractions  of  it ;  for  I 
may  venture  to  affirm,  without 
being  charged  of  prejudice,  that 
no  fpot  in  the  kingdom  of  the 
fame  dimenfions  is  fo  well  fur- 
nifhed  with  w'ater,  a  fmall  por¬ 
tion  oniyexcepted  the  weftern  ex¬ 
tremity  of  Caftlemartin :  fainted 
wells  every  where  occur,  to  the 
waters  of  which  rare  virtues  are 
afcribed,  and  in  many  of  which 
certainly  very  rare  and  falutary 
qualities  are  found  inherent. 
The  principal  rivers  are  above 
enumerated,  but  in  all  directions 
many  pretty  rills  crofs  the  way 
at  the  diftance  of  every  half 
mile,  richly  deferving  a  name ; 
which,  though  they  be  loft  in 
the  fea,  or  unite  their  waters 
with  thofe  of  a  larger  ftream 
within  a  mile  or  two  of  their 
fource,  yet  abound  with  trout, 
and  narrow  and  lhallow  as  they 
be,  are  penetrated  by  falm on 
and  fewin  in  fpawming  time. 


CAP.  XII. 

♦ 

Of  chief  Hills  and  Mountains  of  this  Sheere. 


THE  cheefeft  and  principall 
mountaine  of  this  Iheere  is 
Percelley,  which  is  a  long  ridge 
or  ranck  of  mountaines  running 
eaft  and  weft,  beginning  above 
Pencellyvor,  wdiere  the  firft 


mount  of  high  land  thereof  is 
called  Moel  Eryr ;  and  foe  pair¬ 
ing  eaft  ward  to  Cwmkerwyn, 
being  the  higheft  parte  of  it, 
runneth  eaft  to  Moeltrigarn  and 
to  Llanvirnach.  This  mountaine 
I  4  * 
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is  about  fix  or  feven  miles  long 
and  two  miles  broade;  it  hath 
in  it  many  hills  riling  in  the 
high  mounten  which  are  to  be 
difcerned  twenty,  thirty,  nay 
forty  miles  off  and  more,  and 
from  this  hill  may  be  feene  all 
Penbrokefhire,  and  fome  parte 
of  nine  other  iheeres,  (viz.) 
Cardigan,  Glamorgan,  Breck¬ 
nock,  Montgomery,  Merionith, 
and  Carnarvonfhires ;  Devon- 
fhire  and  Somerfetlhire ;  the 
Hand  of  Londay,  and  the  realme 
of  Ireland.  The  commodities 
of  this  mountaine  is  great,  for 
it  yealdeth  plenty  of  good  graffe, 
and  is  full  of  fweete  fprings  of 
water ;  it  yealdeth  alfoe  Rare  of 
fiiell  for  the  inhabitants  adjoin¬ 
ing,  for  moR  of  the  mountaine 
furniiheth  good  peate  and  tul'ffe, 
as  well  the  lower  parte  and 
playne  thereof,  as  the  toppe  of 
the  mountaine.  Alfoe,  out  of 
this  mountaine  have  many  fine 
rivers  their  originall  and  be¬ 
ginnings,  namely,  Navarne, 
Taf,  Clydagh,  Clethe,  Syvyn- 
vey,  Gwayn,  Clydach  againe, 
and  the  third  Clydagh,  which 
water  moR  parte  of  the  coun- 
trye.  This  mountaine  is  fo  high 
and  farre  mounted  i  nto  the  ay  re, 
that  when  the  countrey  about  is 
faire  and  cleere,  the  toppe  thereof 
will  be  hidden  in  a  cloude,  which 
of  the  inhabitants  is  taken  a  fure 
figne  of  raine  to  follow  Riortly  ; 
whereof  grewe  this  proverbe, 


ti  When  Percelly  weareth  a  hat . 
all  P enbrohejhirt  jhall .  weete  of 
ihatP  The  greateR  parte  of 
this  mountaine  is  a  common  ter 
the  free  tenants  and  inhabitants 
of  Kernes,  within  which  lord- 
fhip  it  Randeth,  yet  in  divers 
partes  thereof  claymed  to  be  the 
landes  of  divers  particular  per- 
fons,  and  this  name  of  Percelley 
is  a  genus,  as  Cottfwald  is  in 
GIouceRerfhire ;  divers  parti¬ 
cular  places  therein  having  fpe- 
ciall  and  proper  names.  Cwm- 
kerwyn  is  the  higheR  pointe  or 
peake  of  this  mountaine,  and  is 
the  firfi  and  cheefeR  land  marke 
that  mariners  doe  make  at  fea, 
coming  from  the  fouth  or  fouth- 
weR,  and  is  theire  fure  marke 
whereby  they  make  for  Milford, 
and  it  appeareth  unto  them  at 
the  firR  fight  a  round  black  hill ; 
faylirig  twelve  or  fixteen  houres 
after  they  firR  make  this  land, 
before  they  come  to  the  fight  of 
any  other  land,  by  reafon  the 
the  fea  fhores  is  fo  lowe;  and 
therefore  the  name  of  Percelley 
is  as  well  knowne  at  fea  as  on 
lande.  I  finde  in  an  ancient  and 
faire  deede,  that  in  tyme  long 
fince,  one  Nicholas,  the  fon  of 
Martin,  lord  of  Kernes,  granteth 
to  the  heyres  of  Gwrwared,  the 
fon  of  Cuhylin,  and  to  the 
heyres  of  Lewhelin,  another  fon 
oi  the  fayd  Cuhylin,  the  lord  of 
Percelly  aforefaid,  and  nameth 
the  Landlkarres  thereof  to  hold 
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to  them  and  to  theire  heires  for 
ever.  This  deede  was  before 
the  life  of  date,  yet  this  notwith- 
ftanding,  the  free  tenants  and 
inhabitants  doe  to  this  day  en¬ 
joy  it  as  common  appurtenante 
to  their  freehould,  and  doe  fup- 
pofe  that  this  deede  fhould  be  a 
charter  or  graunte  to  them  of 

O 

this  common.  Along  the  fayd 
hille  toppe  of  Percelley,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  ende,  there 
is  ieene  the  tradf  of  an  ancient 
way  now  cleare  out  of  ufe  ;  yet 
fuch  hath  been  the  trade  of  old 
that  wav,  that  to  this  day  markes 
of  it  are  apparently  difcerned, 
and  this  way  is  ufually  called 
Vet  the  Flemings  way ;  and  in 
the  favd  ancient  charter  of  Sir 

J 

Nicholas  Martin  it  is  fo  named 
“  Sicut  via  Fhmdrenfica  ducit 
per  fummiiatem  mantis  a  loca 
vacate ,  &cd  which  doth  greatly 
confirme  the  opinion  touching 
the  coming;  of  the  Flemings  here 
to  Penbrokefhire,  and  well  they 
might  make  this  ufuall  way  for 
theire  paftage,  for  that  thus  paff- 
ing  along  the  toppe  of  the  high- 
eft  hill  they  might  the  better 
deferye  the  privie  ambufhes  of 
the  countrey  people  which  might 
in  ftraites  and  woods  annoy 
them. 

The  next  mountaine  of  note 
and  bignes  is  the  high  (harp 
rocke  over  Newport,  called 
Carn  Englie ,  fuppofed  to  take 


the  name  of  a  giant  of  that 
name.  This  is  a  very  high* 
fteepe,  and  ftony  mountaine, 
having  the  toppe  thereof  of 
fharpe  and  all  rocks,  (hewing 
from  the  eaft  and  by  north  in 
forme  like  the  upper  parte  of 
the  greeke  letter  n.  The  paf- 
fure  of  this  mountaine  was  given 
in  common  by  the  fore  named 
Nicolas,  the  fon  of  Martyn, 
then  lord  of  Kernes,  to  his  bur- 
geiles  of  his  town  of  Newport, 
which  they  enjoy  to  this  day, 
with  divers  other  freedomes  and 
liberties  to  them  granted,  bv 
divers  charters,  vet  extant  and 

7  j 

fayre  fealed  with  his  feale  of  the 
armes  of  the  fayd  Lordfhip  of 
Kernes,  all  the  deedes  of  that 
antiquity  being  fans  date.  This 
mountain  is  large,  five  or  fix 
miles  in  circuit,  and  lurmounteth 
all  other  for  good  fheepe  pafture, 
both  for  fatting  and  foundnes, 
and  efpecially  commodioufe  in 
this,  that  noe  fnowe  ftayeth  on 
it,  by  reafon  of  the  neernes  of 
the  fea.  This  mountaine  is  well 
watered  with  fine  and  cleere 
fprings,  and  is  of  the  fame  veyne 
as  the  former  hills  of  Percelly, 
faving  that  it  is  cut  from  it  with 
a  deepe  and  narrowe  valley. 

The  laft  and  third  moun- 
taine  of  name  in  this  (hire,  is 
that  which  is  placed  at  the  eaft 
ende  of  Percelv  hills,  called 
Yrenny  vawr,  but  more  aptly, 

the 
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the  Vryn  vawr,  which  in  En¬ 
gl  ifh  is  the  great  hill.  This  hill 
is  round  and  black  in  fight,  by 
reafon  it  is  overgrowen  with 
heath,  yt  hath  noe  rock  cr  hone 
on  it,  but  for  the  mod;  parte  is 
arable  land,  and  heathie ;  it  is 
feene  from  far,  efpecially  from 
the  eaft  partes  of  the  countrye, 
and  ferveth  as  a  mark  to  guide 
the  way  to  ftrangcrs  that  have 
occafion  to  vifit  thefe  partes. 
This  hill  is  the  lande  of  particu¬ 
lar  men,  and  fome  parte  of  it 
hath  borne  corne.  This  Vrenny 
vawr  and  the  laid  Carn  Engly, 
hand  as  captaine  and  lieutenant, 
the  one  leading  the  vauntgarde, 
and  the  other  folio  win  <r  therere- 

.  o 

warde,  having  Percelley  hill 
ranged  in  ranke  betweene  them 
both,  among  whom  CwmKer- 
wvn  before  mentioned,  being: 
neere  midway  betweene  them 
both,  may  well,  for  his  high 
ftature,  overlooking  the  reft, 
clayrne  the  place  of  enftgn 
bearer. 

Thefe,  in  efFecft,  are  the 
cheefeft  hills  to  be  fpoken  of  in 
generall,  although  there  be  di¬ 
vers  others  worthie  of  note,  as 
Mynith  Dwygrig  above  Ponte- 
hardfton,  Caftlebigh  hill,  My¬ 
nith  Tyrch  in  Manachlogddy, 
and  Crigie  Du,  all  which  I 
reckon  as  fcoutes,  attending; 
upon  Percelly,  and  feeme  as 
members  thereof.  There  are 


alfo  in  fome  hundreds  divers 
partes,  feeming  as  mountaines, 
in  refpedb  of  the  playnes  adjoin¬ 
ing  ;  fuch  is  the  vayne  begin¬ 
ning  fouth  of  Trewent,  and  paf- 
ftng  to  St.  Petrack’s,  St.  Twy- 
nell’s,  and  betweene  Cafteli 
Martin  and  the  moore,  and  foe 
to  the  fea  :  the  like  is  that  wdrich 
pafleth  by  Coffeton  above  Lan- 
fey,  and  foe  to  Holloway  and 
Penaley,  being  a  high  hill  run¬ 
ning  betweene  two  fair  valleys. 
The  like  is  another  palling  from 
the  windmills  of  Tenby  to  Jef¬ 
fry  ft  on  crojfely ,  and  foe  to  Mil¬ 
ford  ;  but  thefe  are  reckoned 
hills  more  in  refpedf  of  lowe 
vales  on  each  fide  of  them,  then 
for  any  propertie  of  mountaines 
in  themfelves,  for  although  the 
fame  be  bankes  of  high  lands, 
yet  are  they  inclofed,  tilled,  and 
well  inhabited. 

1  '  . 

There  is  alfoe  a  waft  and 
barren  veyne  of  land  beginning 
neere  CoedKynles,  and  runneth 
eaft  of  Templeton,  Ludchurch, 
Cronwere,  and  Amroth,  and 
foe  to  the  fea  ;  which,  although 
it  be  barren  and  a  waft  above 
ground,  yet  hath  it  treafures  in 
its  bowels,  fuch  as  plenty  of 
limeftone,  which  enricheth  the 
countrye  on  both  fides  ;  but  this 
is  a  flat,  and  noe  rifing.  There 
is  alfoe  a  mountaine  pafTmg 
from  Trewgarn  to  Plumftone 
Rock,  and  foe  to  Roche  Caftle, 
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whofe  courfe  is  fomewhat  eaft- 
erly  by  thefe  laft  veynes  of  hills 
and  wafles,  which  have  theire 
courfe  eaft  and  weft,  or  neere, 
and  feldorae  north  and  fouth,  as 
I  have  fayd  before  of  the  vaynes 
of  lymeftone  and  cole.  It  is  a 
thing  of  noe  fmalle  moment  to 
confider  of  the  nature  of  thole 
matters  which  have  theire  courfe 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth. 

The  reft  of  the  (hire,  the 
forementioned  places  excepted, 
is  plaine  and  champion,  yet  hath 
it  divers  perfpicuous  places  to  be 
feene  from  moft  open  places  of 
the  fhire,  which  I  thought  good 
to  note  in  departing  from  the 
hides  and  mountaines,  diverfe  of 
which  places  for  their  open  ayre, 
holfome  and  pleafant  feates,  and 
delightfull  extenfive  profpedts, 
aford  long  and  pleafant  lyveing 
to  the  gentlemen  and  others 
dwellers  there :  the  chiefeft  of 
them  are  thefe  that  follow. 

Gentlemens  Houfes>  Villages ,  and 
Townes ,  cn  high  Places. 

Wifton,  Llawhaden,  Roche 
Caftle,  St.  Thomas  in  Haver- 
ford  weft,  Trewgarn  Owen,  St. 
Petrokes,  St.  Twynells,  Wo- 
ram,  Tenby  Town  and  Church, 
Stainton,  Johnfton  Church,  Bul- 
ton  Hill,  Mathrye,  Jeffrey fton, 
Croftelv. 

J 


Places  not  inhabited ,  as  High 
Rockes,  Tumpes ,  and  Steeples. 

Creigie,  Kernes,  four  little 
tumpes  of  earth,  and  yet  to  be 
feene  forty  myles  off  (viz.)  front 
Penplymon,  Caftle  Martin,  neere 
Ludc.hurch,  Tenby  Windmilles, 
St.  David’s  Chapel,  neare  Pen- 
broke,  Ugarfton  Wyndmill, 
Marlas  Becon,  Ramfcaftle,  ail 
old  fort  or  trench,  St.  Anne’s 
Chapell,  neere  the  entrance  of 
Mylford,  Benton  Becop,  St. 
Leonard’s  Rathe,  an  old  fort  on 
ground. 

Rockes. 

Garn  Yawr  in  Dinas,  Cam 
Penbyry,  Carn  Llydy,  Ram  fey 
Hand,  which  laft  three  are  neere 
St.  David’s,  Pencaere,  Burton 
Becon. 

Now  having  occafton  to  fpeake 
of  the  moft  high  and  open 
places,  I  thinke  fitt  here  to  fpeake 
a  little  of  places  of  a  contrarie 
fituation,  as  thofe  which  are 
built  in  deepe,  lowe,  and  clofe 
places,  environed  with  hilles, 
and  not  to  be  feene  moft  wayes, 
untill  you  come  into  the  very 
townes  or  places  themfelves,  fuch 
was  the  difference  of  mens  mindes 
in  chooftng  of  their  feates,  fome 
preferring  health  and  open  ayre, 
thought  thefe  the  beft  and  moft 

pleafant 
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pleafant  places;  other  likeing  mell’s  Abbey,  Pyll  Priory,  St. 
better  clofe,  warme  and  lowe  David’s  Church,  Clofe  and  Can- 
places,  perchance  theire  confti-  non’s  Houfes,  called  the  Valley, 
tutions  of  body  not  being  able  Stackpole  Elider,  Dale  Towne, 
to  endure  the  parching  ayres,  Llannerch  y  Blythe  Howfe, 
framed  theire  dwellings  there;  Neva  trie  Towne,  Melindre 
after  which  are  thefe — St.  Dog-  Marchog. 

ADDITIONS  to  CAP.  XII, 


FROM  the  manuscript  book 
which  I  mentioned  before 
to  have  had  the  infpeflion  and 
ufe  of,  by  favour  of  a  worthy 
gentleman  of  Cardiganshire, 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Vairdref,  moft 
part  of  it  undoubtedly  of  my 
author’s  own  colletfling,  I  have 
extracted  fome  account  of  Ni¬ 
colas  Martin,  lord  of  Kernes, 
mentioned  in  this  chapter,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  deeds  at  large 
there  glanced  at,  refpetfling  Per- 
cely  Mountain,  and  the  other 
to  the  burgeiTes  of  Newport. 

44  Nicholas  Martin,  the  fourth 
44  of  the  name  of  Martins,  was 
44  lord  of  Kernes,  he  lived  in 
u  the  reign  of  Henry  the  third, 
44  king  of  England,  untill  about 
44  the  12th  year  of  Edward, 
44  Warren  de  Monchenfey, 
u  Warren  de  Monchenfey  his 
44  fon,  and  William  de  Vallance, 
44  being  earles  of  Pembroke. 
44  This  Nicholas  was  lord  of 
44  Kernes  about  40  yeares ;  he 
44  in  his  life  time  having-  brought 

O  O 

44  the  country  of  Kernes  to  ac- 


44  knowledge  him  to  be  their 
44  lord,  endeavoured  to  obtain 
44  the  love  of  the  people,  and 
44  for  expreffion  thereof,  granted 
44  unto  his  tenants  of  Kernes, 
44  the  mountain  or  common  of 
44  Perfely,  by  his  deed  under  the 
44  feal  of  arms,  the  tenor  where- 
44  of  folio weth  in  thefe  words. 

44  Sciant  prefentes  be  futuri 
44  quod  ego  Nicolaus  filius  Mar- 
44  tini  de  Kemeys,  dedi  &  con- 
44  ceffi  be  hac  prefenti  Carta 
44  mea  confirmavi  hseredibus 
44  Gwrwared  filii  Kuhylin,  be 
“  hseredibus  Llewhelini  filii, 
44  totam  terram  meam  in  Pref- 
44  felw,  ad  incrementum  tene- 
44  mentorum  fuorum  infra  divi- 
44  fas  fubfcriptas  (viz.)  ficutVia 
44  Flandrenfica  ducit  per  fummi- 
44  tatem  Montis,  a  loco  qui  dici- 
44  tur  JVyndy  pete  indirefte  ver- 
44  fus  Orientem  ufq;  ad  Blaen - 
44  vanon.  Et  fic  defcendendo  ufq; 
44  ad  tenementa  eorundein  (viz.) 

44  ufq;  ad  Ecclefiam  Alham,  Me- 
44  lineTrefthey,  Perketh,  Kilven 
44  be  Kilgwyn  tenend  be  habend 

44  fibi 
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“  fibi  Sc  haeredibus  iuis  de  me 
44  dc  haeredibus  meis  liberie 
44  quiete  &  pacified  integro 
44  jure  hereditario  in  perpetuum. 
44  Et  ego  vero  Nicus  Dnus  de 
44  Kemeis,  Sc  h^redes  mei  pre- 
44  nominads  hseredibus  Gwr- 
44  wared  dc  Llewhelin  filiorutn 
44  Kuhylin  &  haeredibus  eorum 
44  totam  prenominatam  terrain 
44  cum  pertinentias  contra  om- 
<4  nes  homines  Sc  fceminas 
44  warrantizare  tenemum.  Etnt 
44  haec  mea  donatio  conceffio  Sc 
44  charts  mes  confirmatio  et 
44  warrantio  rata  et  inconcuflain 
44  perpetuum  prefervetur  hanc 
44  prefentemCartammeamfigilli 
44  mei  impoffitione  corroborans 
44  his  teftibus.  Dno  Galfrido, 
*4  de  Rupe,  Roberto  de  Valla, 


44  militibus  Jordano  de  Can- 
44  lington,  Jordano  Hode  How- 
44  elo  ap  Trahaearn,  Cadivorap 
44  Griffith,  Griffith  ap  Howe!, 
44  David  Buyaill,  Laurentio 
44  Cappellano,  qui  hanc  Car- 
. 44  tarn  fcripfit  duplicatam. 

This  Nicholus  likewife 
granted  to  the  burgeffes  of 
Newport,  in  Kernes,  certain 
liberties  and  privileges,  as  by 
his  deed  or  charter  appeareth, 
the  tenor  whereof  folio  weth 
in  thefe  words. 

44  Sciant  prefentes  Sc  futuri 
44  quod  Ego  Nicus  Martin  *9 
44  hlius  Wi.lh.elmi  filii  Martini 
44  Dnus  de  Kemeys,  dedi  conceffi 
44  Sc  hac  prefenti  mea  Carta  con- 


*  This  deed  gives  his  Pedigree  more  accurately  than  the  former,  though  Hill  dif¬ 
fering  from  the  genealogical  accounts  of  that  family  which  have  fallen  under  my 
©bfervation,  for  they  run  thus. — . 

Martinus  Turonenfis  or  de  la  Tour 
Conqueror  of  Kernes,  came  from 
Touraine  in  France. 


Sir  Robert  Martin,  Knt.  LorcJ 
of  Kernes. 


Sir  William  Martin  married  Angharad  Daur, 
pf  the  Lord  Rees,  Prince  of  So;  Wales. 

I 


Wm.  Martin  died  in  King  John’s  time,' 


Nicholas  Martin  (the  perfon  named  in  the  above  deed)  marric<| 
Jtfaud,  daughter  of  Guy  de  Brian,  Lord  of  Laugharne, 


<4  hr- 
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44  firmavi  Burgenfibus  mcis  de 
44  NovoBurgo  omnes  libertates& 
44  confuetudines  fubfcriptosquus 
44  Wilhelmus  filius  Martini 
44  pater  meus  eidem  conceffit  Sc 
44  dedit  per  Chartam  fuam  fci- 
44  licet  quod  habeant  commu- 
44  nem  parturam  in  terra  mea 
44  Sc  communem  in  aqua  Sc 
44  paflato  qui  claudit  Viliam 
44  verfus  Orientem  ufq;  ad  Mare 
44  Sc  ailiamentum  de  Bofco  ad 
44  domus  Sc  edificia  fua  Sc  ad 
44  Ignem  per  Vifum  Forreftarii. 
44  Item  fi  Burgenfis  moritur,  de 
44  quacumq;  morte  moriatur 
*c  nifi  indidlatus  de  fellonia,  vi- 
44  tarn  fuam  amittat,  Ego  nr- 
44  hil  habebo  de  Catallo  fuo  nifi 
44  Relevium  fuum  fcilicet  12d. 
44  Item  ii  Bargenfis  trad  it  alicui 
44  viva  averia  iua,  Sc  ille  de  fel- 
44  Ionia  vel  latrocinio  indidla- 
44  tus,  vitam  vel  catallam  fuam 
44  amittat,  Burgenfis  per  bonos 
44  Sc  probos  homines  probet  a- 
44  veria  fua  Sc  habeat.  Item  ii 
44  Burgenfis  locavit  terram  de 
44  aliquo  libero  homine,  Sc  ille 
44  liber  homo  conventionem  ei 
44  infringere  voluerit.  Ego  de- 
44  beo  ilium  diftringere,  ad  con- 
44  ventionem  illam  tenendum. 
44  Eadem  modo  debeo  diilrin- 
64  gere  Debitores  Burgenfium 
££  unde  habent  taliam  Sc  teftes 


44  quodeisreddantdebitum  fuum. 

44  Item  fi  Burgenfis  reft  at  de 

44  aliquo  forinfeco  replegiatur 

44  vicinis  fui’s.  Item  decent  ha- 

44  bere  Prepoiitum  Sc  Catchpo- 

44  lum  per  commune  confilium 

44  meum  Sc  fuum.  Item  nullus 

44  Mercator  forenfis  emet  vel 

44  vendat  extra  Viliam  meam  de 

44  Novo  Burgo.  Item  Burgen- 

44  fis  Indidlatus  de  fellonia  vel 

44  latrocinio  fi  dicit.  E^o  de¬ 
cs 

44  fendo  Felloniam  vel  Latroci- 
44  nium  Sc  quicquid  fuper  me  di- 
44  cis,  bonam  fecit  defenfionem. 
44  Item  Burgenfes  non  veniant 
44  in  Exercitum  nifi  iicut  Bur- 
44  genfes  de  Penbrok  facient. 
44  Item  cum  predidlis  libertatibus 
44  conceifi  eis  omnes  libertates 
44  Sc  bonas  confuetudines  de 
44  Pembrok.  Omnes  lftas  con- 
44  ceifi  Sc  confirmavi  eis  Sc  ha2- 
44  redibus  fuis  ten  end  de  me  $c 
44  hasredibus  meis  libere  Sc  inte- 
44  gre  Sc  pacifice,  Et  quod  iila 
44  mea  donatio  Sc  conceffio  Sc 
44  confirmatio  rata  Sc  ftabilis 
44  inperpetuum  perm  a  neat,  huic 
44  chartte  Sc  confirmation!  iigil- 
44  lum  meum  appofui  hiis  tefti- 
44  bus  Dno  Johanne  de  Arurtde , 
44  Jordano  de  Continton,  Robto 
44  filio  Oweni,  Henrico  Goec, 
44  Howello  ap  Evan,  ap  Mere- 
44  dith,  multis  aliis.5> 


CAP. 
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C  A  P.  XIII. 

Of  Salt  Jfandcs  fcpcrated  by  the  Sea  from  Penbrokefhire ,  and  yet 
P arte  thereof ;  and  of  divers  Rocks  and  Stones  neere  the  Sea  Shore, 
yeelding  Fozvle  or  other  Commoditie  ;  and  of  two  PeninJ'ulas . 


OF  fault  iflandes  adjoyning 
neere  the  maine  of  Pen- 
brokefliire,  I  finde  lome  greater, 
fome  fmaller,  and  fome  very 
rockes,  having  noe  grafie.  Of 
thefe  there  are  foure  of  cheefefl 
account,  for  they  exceed  the  reft 
in  greatnes,  whofe  names  are 
Caldey,  Stockholme,  Scalmey, 
and  Ramfey;  of  thefe,  and  of 
the  ilettes,  or  fmalle  iflandes  ad¬ 
joining  to  eche  of  them,  1  will 
ipeake  fil'd,  and  then  to  the 
red. 

Caldey  is  an  iland,  as  I  fliould 
judge,  a  myle  long,  and  halfe 
as  broade,  it  dandeth  twoe  miles 
from  the  mayne,  feated  oppodte 
to  the  towne  of  Tenby,  it  is 
called  by  Giraldus  by  the  old 
Britifli  name  Ynys  Pyrr,  (that 
is  the  Ifland  of  Pyrus.)  There 
was  in  it  in  tymes  pad,  a  pri¬ 
ory,  called,  as  iayeth  Leland, 
Lille,  a  parifh  church,  and  a 

chapel,  dedicated  to  St.  - - . 

It  did  belong  to  the  Abbey  of 
St.  Dogwells,  and  was  pur- 
chafed  by  Mr,  Roger  Bradfhaw, 
father  to  the  lad  Mr.  John  Brad- 
diawe,  grandfather  to  Mr.  John 
Bradfhawe  that  now  is,  who 


about  four  yeares  pad  fould  the 
fame  to  Mr.  Walter  Philipfin  of 
Tenby,  whofe  inheritance'  now 
it  is.  The  iland  is  very  fertille, 
and  yeeldeth  plenty  of  corne  ; 
all  their  plowes  goe  with  horfes, 
for  oxen  the  inhabitants  dare  not 
keepe,  fearing  the  purveyors  of 
the  pirattes,  as  they  themfelves 
told  me,  wlioe  often  make  theme 
provifions  there,  by  theire  owne 
commiflion,  and  mod  com¬ 
monly  to  the  good  contentment 
of  the  inhabitants,  when  con- 
dderable  thieves  arive  there. 
The  iland  is  of  eight  or  ten  houf- 
houlds,  and  fome  parte  of  the 
demaynes  annexed  to  the  ruines 
of  the  priory,  the  lord  keepeth 
in  his  hands.  It  is  now  growen 
a  quedion  in  what  hundred  of 
Penbrokeflnre  this  ifland  Ihould 
be,  whether  in  Kemes,  as  par- 
cell  of  St.  Dogwells,  to  which 
it  appertayned ;  or  parte  of  the 
next  hundred  of  the  Maine,  and 
untill  this  doubt  be  decided,  the 
inhabitants  are  content  to  red 
exempt  from  any  payments  or 
taxations  to  any  hundred. 

There  is  adjoyning  to  the 
north  fide  of  this  ifland,  a  good 

and 
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and  fafe  rode  for  flapping,  from 
twelve  to  fix  fathoms  deepe,  in 
good  owfe,  fecure  from  all 
windes,  thofe  of  the  eaft  pointes 
excepted.  It  may  receave  be- 
tweene  it  and  the  rode  of  Tenby 
200  fhippes,  as  hath  been  cer¬ 
tified  upon  a  late  furveye,  all  in 
fafe  riding,  and  good  anchor 
hould. 

There  is  alfo  adjoyning  to 
this  great  Cakley,  a  final le  iland 
placed  betweene  it  aftd  the  land, 
called  Little  Caldey.  It  beareth 
good  grafie  for  fibeepe  and  con- 
nyes,  and  ftore  of  gulls,  and  is 
the  Queen’s  Majefly’s  lande, 
parcell  of  her  mannourof  Man- 
erbyr  and  Penalley. 

#  The  next  great  iland  that 
cometh  in  courfe  to  be  fpoaken 
of,  is  Stockholme,.  neere  the 
mouth  of  Milford  Haven  and 
next  to  it  Scalmey,  being  both 
great  and  large  hands,  though 
not  inhabited,  but  ferving  onely 
for  feeding  ot  fheepe,  kyne, 


oxen,  holies,  mares,  and  great 
fiore  of  connyes.  Thefe  Hands 
are  not  foe  good  lande  as  the 
firft,  by  reafon,  I  thinke,  that 
it  is  iuffered  to  lye  wafie  and  not 
manured. 

Thefe  are  now  her  Majefties, 
being  fomtymes  the  inheritance 
of  Sir  John  Perrott,  Knight ;  and 
of  ancient  tyme  were  parcell  of 
the  Lordfhip  of  Haverfordwefb, 
as  appeareth  by  recordes,  at 
which  tyme  the  pafture  of  the 
fayd  ilands  was  valued  to  fifty 
five  {hillings,  and  the  conyes  to 
fourteen  pounds  five  {hillings, 
by  which  it  ihould  feerne  that 
they  were  greatly  replenifhed 
with  conies  in  thofe  dayes. 

I  find  adjoyning  to  thefe  two 
ilands,  the  one  adjoyning  to 
Scalmey,  called  in  Mr,  Saxton’s 
maps,  Midland  Iland,  but  in 
ancient  record,  Midholme;  the 
other  betweene  Stockholme  and 
the  Maine  clofe  to  it,  called  ill 
jMr.  Saxton?s  maps,  Gatholme, 


^  Among!!  many  other  irreparable  Ioffes  by  fire  in  the  Cottonian  Library,  we  have 
to  lament  that  of  a  manufeript  account  of  thefe  iflands,  being  enumerated  in  the  lift 
qf  fuch  articles  as  perifhed  on  that  occafion,  which  no  doubt  involved  fome  curious 
particulars,  and  probably  might  have  ferved  to  throw  light  on  an  almoft  evanefeent 
tradition,  that  the  large  bay,  called  Bride’s  Bay,  which  the  above  iflands  contribute 
to  forme,  was  once  a  tract  of  low  land,  known  by  the  name  of  St.  Martin  s  Hundred, 
The  creek,  appropriate  as  it  were  to  thefe  iflands  where  their  produce  is  landed,  is  to 
this  day  named  Martin’s  Haven,  and  I  am  informed  they  pay  tithe  to  the  parifh  of  St. 
Martin’s  in  Haverfordwefl.  Tradition,  if  coolly  and  judicioufly  inveftigated,  may 
aid  hiftory  more  than  we  imagine;  and  certain  I  am  that  it  may  be  overlooked  and 
reiedied  as  much  too  faftidioufly,  as  it  often  is  adopted  w ith  too  much  hafle  »,nd 
dulity.  F, 
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both  which  are  fmalle  patches, 
yet  bearing  graffe,  and  ferving 
for  ftieepe  pa  ft  u  re ;  both  thefe 
fmalle  ilands  are  accompted  as 
apendants  to  the  two  larger. 

Far  off  in  the  fea  ftandeth  the 
iland  Grelholme,  foe  called  of 
Mr.  Saxton,  but  of  the  neigh¬ 
bours,  W alleyes,  eight  miles 
from  the  maine,  and  for  the  re- 
motenes  thereof,  and  fmalle 
profit  it  yeeldeth,  feldom  fre¬ 
quented. 

The  next  laft  and  greateft  of 
thefe  four  iflands,  is  called  Ram- 
fey,  of  Ptolemeus  Lymen,  and 
is  placed  at  St.  David’s  head 
lande,  in  forme  triangle,  much 
like  the  Me  of  Cyprus.  This 
ifland  alfoe  is  wafte,  and  not 
inhabited;  but  hath  in  it  two 
decayed  chappells,  and  ftore  of 
frefh  water,  as  all  the  former 
have  ;  one  of  the  fayd  chappells 
dedicated  to  St.  Davids,  the 
other  to  Devanok,  in  Englifh, 
Devanus,  who,  with  Faganus, 
was  lent  by  Bifhop  Eleutherius 
to  the  Brittaines,  to  preach  the 
word  of  life,  in  the  year  1 86, 
after  the  afention  of  our  Saviour 
Jefus  Chrift,  Lucius  then  being 
king  of  Brittaine.  This  iland 
belongeth  to  the  Bifhop  of 
St.  Davids  ;  it  feedeth  ftieepe, 
horfes,  beefes,  and  conies. 
The  ftieepe  of  this  as  of  the 
other  iilands,  yeeld  not  foe  much 


profit,  as  tliofe  of  the  maine, 
theire  woolle  being  courier,  and 
much  impugned  with  the  fait 
water  :  the  milke  and  the  mucke 
of  thefe  ftieepe  are  loft  alfoe. 
Being  brought  a  land,  they  are 
foe  amazed  at  the  fight  of  the 
people,  that  they  runne,  be¬ 
come  wilde,  and  will  not  be 
taken  more  then  will  deer,  and 
theire  woolle  yeelds  not  *  fuch 
price  as  that  of  the  maine  doth, 
neither  isw  foe  commodioufe  in 
cloth. 

On  the  eaft  fide  of  this  ifland, 
and  towards  the  lande,  are  two 
Bands,  or  rather  rocks,  the  one 
called  Ynis  y  pyry;  the  other, 
the  Chaunter’s  Rocke,  but  yeeld 
fmalle  profitt,  faying  fome 
guiles. 

A  fea  horde  this  iland  Ram- 
fey  rangeth  in  order  the  bifhop 
and  his  clerkes,  being  feaven  in 
number,  alwaies  feene  at  low 
water,  who  are  not  without 
fome  fmalle  quirifters,  who 
ftiewe  not  themfelves  but  at 
fpring  tydes  and  calme  feas. 

The  cheefeft  of  thefe,  is  called 
of  the  inhabitants,  the  Rifliop5s 
Rocke,  and  another  Carreg  yr 
Roffan ;  the  third  Divych;  the 
fourth  Emikyr;  but  of  the  reft, 
as  yet,  I  have  not  learned  the 
names  if  they  have  any.  Thefe 
rockes  are  accompted  a  great 
ly  danger 
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danger  to  thefe  that  feeke  Mil¬ 
ford,  coming  from  the  fouth- 
weft  feas,  and  are  to  this  head¬ 
land  of  St.  Davids,  as  the  Ser- 
linges  commonly  cleped  Silly  to 
the  lands  ende  of  England.  And 
if  the  better  (kill  guide  not  the 
paflengers,  the  proverbe  may  be 
fulfilled,  “  Incidit  in  Scillflm ,” 
&c.  The  bifhop,  and  thefe  his 
clerkes,  preached  deadly  doc¬ 
trines  to  theire  winter  audience, 
and  are  commendable  in  no¬ 
thing  but  theire  good  rejidence , 
which  it  were  much  to  be  wifhed 
that  every  other  BHhop  and  his 
clerkes  would  imitate.  Thefe 
all  yeeld  ffcore  of  guiles  in  the 
tyme  of  the  yeare. 

Elaving  now  brefely  come 
over  thefe  foure  great  Hands, 
with  their  fequell,  I  will  now 
returne  and  ipeake  of  the  lefifer 
forte  of  Hands,  being  for  the 
moil  parte  rockes,  yeelding  fmall 
profitts,  faving  wilde  foul  that 
breede  thereon,  wherein  1  note, 
that  although  thefe  fmalle  Hands 
or  rockes,  be  feparated  from  the 
maine  by  fome  ai  me  of  the  iea, 
yet  doth  the  propertie  of  thefe 
remaine  to  the  owneis  or  the 
next  adjoyning  lande.  In  fpeak- 
ing  of  thefe,  I  will  returne  backe 
to  Milford  Haven,  where  treat¬ 
ing  of  the  great,  I  overpaid 
two  fmalle  in  the  mouth  of  Mil¬ 
ford,  the  outmoft  called  Slieepe 
Hand,  being  neere  the  eafi  fide 


of  Milford,  at  the  entrance  with¬ 
out  the  blockhoufe,  which  is 
but  a  fmall  tumpjod ,  called,  be- 
caufe,  as  I  guefie,  Sheepe  have 
onely  accefle  thereunto,  for  at 
low  water  it  is  drie,  and,  there¬ 
fore,  fcarfe  deferveth  the  name 
of  an  Hand,  and  hath  nothing 
in  it  worth  the  noting. 

Further  •within  the  mouth  of 
the  Haven,  on  the  fame  fide,  is 
the  Hand  called  Rutt  Hand,  but 
of  the  inhabitants,  more  com¬ 
monly  called  Thorne  Hand ;  this 
is  a  prettie  Hand,  but  very  little, 
full  of  deepe  grafs,  a  mufket 
fhot  from  the  maine,  this  and 
the  preceding  belong  to  W alter 
Rees,  Efq.  Within  Milford- 
Haven  lyeth  the  Stacke,  a  rocke 
without  grafie,  and  not  worth 
many  wordes  to  be  fpoaken  for 
the  purpofe  I  have  now  in  hand ; 
but  heretofore  by  fpeciall  direc¬ 
tions  from  her  Majeftie,  and  the 
Lords  of  the  Counfell,  touching 
a  defcription  to  be  made  of  Mil- 
ford-Hayen,  I  have  more  ex- 
adtly  handled  the  two  laft  as 
places  fitt  for  fortification,  the 
particulars  wherefore  are  not  fitt 
here  to  be  difclofed. 

For  rock  and  Hones  adjoyn¬ 
ing  to  the  maine,  yerely  yelding 
guiles,  and  fuch  like  fea  fowle, 
there  is  one  adjoyning  to  the 
Hand  of  Barrey,  and  parcell 
thereof,  one  at  Abermawr,  one 

at 
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at  Dinas,  Carreg  y  trynuir,  one 
neere  Voelgoch,  and  two  at 
Moelgrove,  all  belonging  to  the 
next  parte  of  the  maine,  all 
which,  more  or  lefs,  according 
to  theire  quantities,  yeelde  {lore 
of  fea  fowles  to  theire  owners. 

The  two  peninfulas,  or  halfe 
ilands,  which  I  purpofe  to 
fpeake  of,  are  called  Ilands,  for 
that  in  effedl  they  are  ilands, 
laving  that  eche  of  them  hath  a 
fmalle  valley,  or  bogg,  betweene 
k  and  the  land,  which  the  fea 
pofeffeth  not,  but  are  fuch  as 
with  induflrie  might  be  cutt, 
being  bogg,  and  with  fmalle 
charge  the  fea  drawne  about 
them  ;  the  one  is  called  the  Hand 
of  Dinas,  the  other,  the  Hand  of 
Barry e,  intheparifh  ofLlanrian, 
both  of  late  yeares  being  the  in¬ 
heritances  of  Thomas  Bowen, 
of  Pentre  Evan,  Efq.  after 
whofe  deceafe  thefe  ilands  were 
fliared  betweene  his  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  ech  taking  one;  this  iland 
of  Dinas,  is  very  good  corne 
land,  efpecially  for  wheat,  which 
it  is  fayd  to  beare  without  muck 
or  other  mendment,  and  for  all 
other  kinde  of  graine  very  fruit¬ 
ful  He,  as  alfoe  well  nourishing 
fheepe.  It  hath  been  in  ancient 


tyme  parted  in  two,  with  a  hone 
hedge,  for  that,  the  one  fide 
being  tilled,  the  cattell  might 
grafe  the  other  without  damage. 
It  is  a  mile  one  way,  and  neere 
as  much  the  other.  I  finde  the 
name  thereof  in  ancient  writings 
to  be  Ynys  bach  llyffan  gawr, 
and  that  it  was  in  old  tyme  the 
inheritance  of  diverfe  perfons; 
and  by  purchafe  brought  to  one 
hand,  and  hath  for  all  the  tyme 
of  man’s  memorie,  been  occu¬ 
pied  with  the  houfe  of  Pentre 
Jevan,  as  a  grange  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  hofpitalities. 

The  other  iland,  called  the 
iland  of  Barry,  is  the  demayne 
and  parcell  of  the  manor  of 
Llanrian,  in  Dewisland,  which 
manor  and  Iland  fell  to  the  parte 
of  the  youngeft  daughter  of  the 
fayd  Thomas  Bowmen,  being 
fometymes  the  patrimony  of  the 
Wogans,  of  Wiflon,  and  fold 
by  the  laft  John  Wogan  to  the 
fayd  Thomas  Bowen.  This 
iland  is  more  fertile  then  the 
other,  efpecially  for  barley,  and 
is  well  Stored  with  hay,  a  com- 
moditie  wanting  to  the  other, 
and  for  bignes,  I  judge  it  littlq 
inferiour  to  the  former. 
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CAP.  XIV, 

Of  the  fever  ell  Sortes  of  Fifhe  t  alien  in  this  Shire ,  as  well  in  the 
Frejh  Rivers  as  the  Sea  Goafs,  and  of  the  great  Plenty  thereof. 


IT  TAVIN  G  fpoken  of  the 
JTl  fait  ilands  of  this  countrey 
environned  by  the  fea,  it  fol- 
loweth  aptlie  in  this  place,  to 
fpeake  of  the  fifh.  which  is 
yearely  taken  in  the  maine  fea, 
the  creekes  and  armes  thereof, 
and  the  frefh  ryvers  that  paffe 
throw  the  countrey.  For  pond 
fifh  there  are  none,  wherein  I 
cannot  but  condemne  our  whole 
countrey  of  carelefines  and  doth, 
for  that  want,  for  of  all  the 
countries  that  I  ever  travelled, 
this  foile  yeeldeth  mod  conve¬ 
nient  places  for  fiih-ponds,  and 
to  be  builded  with  lead  cod  and 
paine  ;  for  in  all,  or  mod  partes 
of  the  {hire,  there  are  fine  and 
fweete  fprings,  running  in  fmalle 
little  valleys,  as  it  were  worne 
by  theire  courfe  not  deep,  but 
broade  and  diallowe,  not  head¬ 
long  or  deepe,  but  allmod  one 
plaine  ground,  tlie  fprings  not 
too  great,  whereby  the  violence 
might  breake  the  damme  hedde, 
but  diffident  to  maintains  a 
ponde,  where  there  needeth  no¬ 
thing  but  the  erecting  of  a 
hedde,  or  were  for  flopping  of 
the  water,  and  the  pond  would 
fie  readie,  foe  that  in  many  a 
hundred  places  of  this  countrey, 


leffe  than  five  pounds  charge 
would  make  a  large  fidie  pond, 
which,  belides  the  commoditie 
of  the  fifh,  would  prove  com- 
modioufe  for  watring  of,  and 
danding  of  cattell  in  parching 
feafons ;  and  alfoe  a  nurferie  for 
fwans,  a  fowle,  that  of  all  other, 
the  countrey  hath  lead  dore  of ; 
whereas,  I  fee  m  other  coun¬ 
treys  a  hundred  pound,  and 
more,  confumed  in  rayfing  a 
fifh  pond,  and  yet  thinke  the 
charge  well  bedowed;  I  meane 
not  onely  the  want  of  ponds  of 
fredi  fifhe,  but  alfoe  thofe  of 
fault  water,  upon  the  fea  coades 
and  creekes,  which  the  ingeni¬ 
ous  myndes  of  divers  gentlemen, 
in  other  countries,  have  lately 
and  rarely  invented,  whereby 
intruding  upon  maritime  jurif- 
diddion,  fifh  in  fait  water,  and 
bring  the  fame  fubjedd.  to  theire 
command,  and  commoditie,  and 
in  fuch  fort  as  that  they  have 
ready  at  theire  call,  the  baife, 
miliett,  dookes,  and  plaifes, 
foie,  whiteings,  fea  fmelts, 
crabbs,  fhrimps,  and  divers  other 
fortes  of  falt-water  fi(h,  as  it 
were  in  a  parke.  To  thefe  fait 
pondes  there  are  infinit,  apt  and 
fitt  places,  efpeciaily  on  all,  or 
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mod  of  the  creekes,  fpred  out 
on  every  fide  of  Milford  Haven. 

i 

But  omitting  that  which  we 
might  have  and  have  not,  let 
me  fpeake  of  that  which  wre 
have  and  want  not,  the  filliing 
of  Penbrokefhire,  which,  as  I 
have  fayd  before  in  the  Seventh 
Chapter,  is  one  of  the  cheeped 
worldly  commodities  where  - 
withall  God  hath  bleflfed  this 
countrey,  which  filhing  are  of 
divers  fortes,  followed  at  divers 
tymes  of  the  yeere,  and  that  at 
divers  places.  The  names  of 
fome  fortes  mod  commonly 
taken  on  this  coad,  are  thefe, 
that  I  fhall  fpeake  of,  which 
I  will  divide  into  four  fortes, 
that  is,  river  fifhe,  fea  fifhe,  diell 
fi£he,  and  the  3  drange  nature 
tidies. 

And  fird  in  this  place  I  will 
fpeake  of  the  river  fidie,  where¬ 
of  the  falmon  fhall  have  the 
fird  place,  partely  for  the  plen- 
tie  and  dore  thereof,  taken  in 
many  partes  and  places  of  the 
countrey,  but  cheefly  for  the 
excellencie  and  daintienes  there¬ 
of,  wherein  it  exceedeth  thofe 
of  other  countreys  ;  the  princi- 
pall  place  for  taking  thereof  is 
in  the  river  Tivy,  and  there 
chiefly  at  Kilgarran,  where  the 
greated  weave  of  all  Wales  is 
to  be  feene,  chargeably  built  of 
drong  tvmber  frames,  and  arti- 
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ficially  wrought  therein  with 
dones,  eroding  the  whole  ryver 
from  fide  to  fide,  having  fix 
daughter  places,  wherein  the 
fidi  entring,  remaine  enclofed, 
and  are  therein  killed  with  an 
iron  crooke  proper  for  that  ufe, 
where  there  have  been  often- 
tymes  taken  a  hundred,  or  a 
hundred  and  forty,  more  or  lefle, 
in  fome  days ;  the  fidi  being 
mod  excellent,  and  for  fatnefle 
and  fwTeetneflfe  exceeding  thofe 
of  other  ryvers.  There  is  alfoe 
great  dore  of  this  fiih,  as  alfoe 
of  fueinges,  mullets,  and  botch¬ 
ers,  being  all  neare  of  kinne  to 
the  famon,  taken  in  the  fayd 
river,  neere  St.  Dogwels;  in  a 
fayne  nett,  drawne  after  every 
tyde ;  as  alfoe  in  the  river  of 
Nevarne  at  Newport,  where 
they  take  them  in  a  draught  nett 
femetymes  by  the  fcores  at  a 
bawle ;  as  alfo  in  famon  weares, 
of  which  there  be  two  or  three 
upon  that  ryver.  There  is  alfoe 
dore  of  falmons  taken  at  Fifh- 
guard,  in  the  river  Gweyne, 
and  in  both  Clethes,  the  one 
coming  up  to  Haverfordwed,  the 
other  to  Slebech  and  Canadon  ; 
and  in  eche  of  thefe  places  dore 
of  fueinges,  famon,  trouts,  mul¬ 
lets,  and  botchers,  taken  in  the 
fpring,  which  is  the  ire  feafon. 
One  c-fpeciall  thing  is  to  be  noted 
of  the  famons  of  Tivy,  that  at 
all  tymes  in  the  yeere  there  are 
found  fome  in  feafon,  yea  even 
K  3  in 
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In  winter;  when  in  mofi  places 
they  are  found  kipper ,  leane, 
and  unwholfome,  there  they  are 
found  newe,  frefii,  fatt,  and 
ruddie,  between  All  Saints  and 
Chrifhnas.  This  fifh  cometh 
from  the  fea  upp  the  ryvers, 
and  in  the  fandy  places  both  the 
tnale  and  female  are  founde  in 
the  night  labouring  to  make 
bedds  with  their  fnouts,  by  heap¬ 
ing  gravell  and  fand  for  theire 
fpawning  places ;  and  in  this 
theire  bufyncs  they  are  in  the 
night  time  watched,  and  with 
lights  of  fire  drawne  to  wonder 
thereat,  whiles  the  filhers  from 
the  land  with  Neptune’s  wea¬ 
pon,  the  famon  fpeare,  bereafe 
them  of  their  life,  being  then 
for'  the  moll  parte  unwholfome 
and  leane;  yet  it  is  fayd,  that 
this  fifh  and  the  goofeling,  con- 
curre  in  growth,  meaning  there¬ 
by,  that  in  one  yeare  they  come 
to  theire  full  bignefs.  Giraldus 
fayth,  this  fifh  is  called  Salmo, 
a  faliendo ,  becaufe,  faieth  he, 
taking  his  tayle  in  the  mouth, 
becoming  in  forme  like  a  ring, 
with  his  flrength  at  the  loofe, 
mounteth  foe  high  that  he  will 
caft  hiinfelf  up  a  great  bancke 
or  rocke,  and  doth  infiance  of  a 
great  fteepe  rock  at  Kilgarran  ; 
wherein  he  was  deceaved,  for 
the  fame  is  indeede  at  Kennarth, 
three  miles  above  Kilgarran, 
where  the  river  falleth  over  a 


perpendicular  and  fieepe  rock? 
of  ten  or  twelve  foote  high,  at 
wdrich  place  the  famons  are 
imagined  to  afcend,  for  that  they 
are  found  many  myles  in  that 
river  above  the  fayd  place,  which 
is  called  therefrom  the  Samon’s 
Lepp.  This  filhe  is  beft  in  fea- 
fon  at  his  firft  coming  from  the 
fea,  where  he  goeth  to  wafh 
himfclf,  and  returneth  into  the 
frefii  ryver  moft  bright  and 
lliining,  fat  and  delicat,  and  the 
longer  he  travelleth  up  the  ry¬ 
ver,  beating  himfelfe  againft  the 
bankes,  rocks,  and  fbelves,  the 
leaner  he  goeth.  They  are 
cheefiy  in  feafon  in  the  fpring, 
and  all  the  fomer.  This  fifh 
the  fooner  he  be  boyled  after  his 
taking,  the  more  fweete  and  de¬ 
licat  he  proveth  in  eating, 
whereas  long  keeping  or  car- 
rege  before  boyling,  decayeth 
his  fweetnes,  and  therefore  is 
fayd  to  be  befi  when  he  is  call: 
alive  into  the  panne  (the  water 
being  hott  and  boyling)  where 
prefently  it  crompeth  and  turn- 
eth  up  the  corners  and  fides, 
waxing  redd  in  collour,  inter¬ 
larding  the  redd  with  white 
cruddy  fatt,  that  yeeldeth  meate 
very  fweete  in  tafte.  A  merye 
waiter,  likening  the  partes  of 
this  fifh  to  a  faire  woman,  fayth, 
that  about  the  jawes,  the  eyes, 
and  the  belly,  are  the  fweeteft 
partes  of  the  famon. 
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The  fueinge,  botcher,  mullett, 
famon  peale,  or  famon  trout, 
are  fvnonymous  and  all  one, 
but  differing  in  name  onely,  are 
in  forme,  tade,  and  taking,  all 
one  with  the  famon,  but  leffer 
and  fhorter  in  eating  than  the 
famon.  Some  thinke  they  are 
the  famon  indeede,  but  want  in 
growth  ;  but  the  bed;  fifhermen 
are  of  opinion,  that  they  are  of 
feverall  kindes,  and  will  never 
become  a  famon.  Thefe,  if  they 
be  of  feverall  kindes,  yet  are 
never  found  to  come  upp  the 
river  to  fpawne,  or  to  make 
fpawning  pitts,  as  the  famons 
doe.  Plynie  fheweth  in  his  na- 
turall  hidory,  that  the  old  famon 
is  knowne  per  duritiem  f quanta - 
rum ,  foe  the  fmaller,  the  brighter 
and  thinner  the  fcales  of  the 
famon  are,  the  younger  you 
may  judge  the  fifh  to  be. 

The  troutes  of  this  countrey 
are  nothing  foe  good  as  thofe 
I  have  eaten  in  other  countreyes, 
being  white  in  colloure,  fmalle, 
and  drier  in  eating,  wanting 
fatnes  and  growth,  yet  are  there 
great  dore  taken  in  every  fmall 
brooke  and  rille,  as  alfoe  in  tire 
greater  rivers.  They  come  in, 
and  are  bed  in  feafon  in  Marche 
and  April!,  and  continue  good 
all  the  fomer.  They  are  caught 
with  the  angle,  wherein  the 
ikillful  fifher  taketh  great  plea- 


fure,  finding  it  a  pleafant  heal¬ 
thy  exercife ;  as  alfoe  in  wheeles 
at  certaine  flopped  places,  and 
at  tavles  of  mills,  where  they 
are  flaughtered  in  greate  plenty. 
The  trout  alfo  is  taken  with  di¬ 
vers  kinde  of  netts,  as  with 
trammell  and  fork  netts,  but 
moff  of  all  the  drag  nett,  which 
fweepcth  away  great  and  fmalle, 
for  want  of  which  the  poorer 
forte  of  people  fowe  divers  win¬ 
nowing  fheetes  and  raw  woollen 
clothes  together,  and  with  force 
of  men  drawe  fondrie  pooles  in 
rivers  where  the  fifhe  mod  fre¬ 
quent,  where  all  fizes  are  taken 
without  refpedl,  and  fomtymes 
if  a  famon  hitt  in,  they  never 
ufe  to  cad  him  to  the  ryver 
againe.  The  ryvers  of  this 
fhire  differ,  fome  having  more, 
and  fome  leffe  dore  of  this  kinde 
of  fiihe,  and  fome  excelling 
others  in  goodnefs  and  growth. 

Eeles  and  lampreys  are  found 
in  every  river,  and  the  more 
muddie  the  river,  the  better  the 
eeles  ;  alfoe  in  olde  marie  pitts 
have  been  found  eeles  very 
large,  fome  3  or  4  foote  in 
length,  and  the  bignes  anfwer- 
able  to  the  fame  ;  but  the  cheefe 
dore  is  found  and  taken  yeerely 
in  the  river  Cleddy,  neere  Llan- 
dinan,  where  the  great  moore 
or  bog  being  of  three  miles 
long,  ferveth  for  the  nurferie 
of  this  dipperie  fiih,  the  taking 
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of  which  is  in  AnguB,  theire 
nature  being  then  to  move  and 
breake  afunder  out  of  theire 
bedds  in  the  muddie  moore,  and 
being  Burred,  the  Buds  after 
great  Blowers,  carry  them  to  the 
ryver  running  throw  the  bog, 
and  at  certaine  Bopped  paflages, 
called  weares,  they  are  in  the 
night  tyme  taking  in  wattled 
wheeles  and  nettes,  pitched  of 
purpofe,  where  in  the  mornings 
they  are  taken  up  by  the  buBiell 
and  faked  ;  they  are  alfoe  taken 
in  the  ryvers  by  clotting,  which 
is  a  clewe  of  yarne  all  covered 
with  angle  touch  wormes,  and 
caB  into  the  ryver  or  poole, 
whereat  biting,  they  are  faftncd 
by  theire  crooked  teeth,  and  foe 
landed.  Plynie  writeth  that  the 
eele  liveth  eight  yeares,  and 
will  live  drie  feven  dayes,  foe  the 
north  winde  blow,  but  not  foe 
long  with  the  fouth  winde. 

The  lampreys  are  in  the  frefh 
rivers  with  the  eeles,  where  be 
fome  of  reafonable  bignefs, 
which  I  have  often  feene  taken, 
but  feldom  dreffed,  becaufe  there 
is  a  conceaved  doubt  of  a  vayne 
or  gutt  in  fome  parte  of  the 
fiBie,  which  muft  be  dcawne 
furth,  which  gutt,  if  it  breake, 
poyfoneth  the  fifli :  a  doubt  that 
preferveth  the  life  of  die  fifh 
in  moB  places  where  they 
breede. 


The  river  mufkells  are  not 
for  meate,  being  great  and  long* 
of  7  or  8  inches,  and  foe  rancke* 
of  taBe  as  on  that  account  to  be 
rejedfed,  being  of  the  countrey 
people  termed  for  theire  bignes 
horfe  muflcells.  They  are  cheef- 
ly  taken  for  the  pearles  that  are 
found  in  them,  in  moB  of  which 
are  mett  with  from  one. to  foure 
pearles,  orient,  but  moB  com¬ 
monly  corneryd  and  darke, which 
maketh  them  of  le£e  account. 
The  chief  rivers  for  this  kinde  of 
fiBie  are  Taf  and  Nevarne,  where 
they  be  in  noe  great  plenty. 

Of  fea  BBi  there  is  great  Bore 
taken  in  every  part  round  the 
coaft,  and  as  die  feverall  places 
where  they  are  taken  are  many, 
foe  are  there  divers  kineses  of 
fifhe  ;  among  the  which  I  will 
BrB  begin  with  the  herring, 
which,  for  the  great  ufe  it  fup- 
plieth,  and  for  the  abundance 
thereof  taken,  above  all  other 
forts,  is  called  the  king  of  fiBie. 
This  fifhe  is  taken  more  com¬ 
mon  aboute  this  realme  then  in 
any  other  countrev  of  the 

J  J 

world for,  as  fayeth  the  hiBory 
of  L  ewis  Guichardine,.  herringes 
are  onely  bred  in  die  feptentrio- 
nale,  or  northern  leas,  but  not 
in  the  louthern  feas,  or  any  ry- 

4  *  - 

vers,  nor  yet  in  the  Spanilli 
leas :  and  fayeth,  chat  they  come 

out 
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out  of  the  extreameft  parte  of 
the  northern  feas,  and  with  the 
firft  cold,  in  great  nombers,  to 
avoyd  the  rigour  of  the  pole, 
and  that  theire  courfe  is  to  com- 
pafte  once  the  ile  of  Brittaine, 
and  foe  to  the  ocean.  It  is  fayd 
they  fwim  in  great  fcooles  to¬ 
gether,  approaching  neere  the 
ihore,  delighting  to  fee  hers,  or 
any  humane  creatures,  and  are 
guided  by  kings,  as  the  bees  are, 
who  going  formoft,  are  followed 
bv  the  multitude  ;  and  that  the 
brightnes  of  theire  eyes  (nine  in 
the  water  like  lightning,  by 
which  marke  they  are  difcerned 

j 

from  the  lande ;  and  it  is  written 
that  theire  kings  are  marked  on 
theire  heads  like  a  crowne,  and 
are  ruddie  of  colloure.  This 
iafh,  contrary  to  the  nature  of 
all  other,  are  faid  to  feede  and 
live  only  by  water,  and  as  foone 
as  he  is  brought  into  the  aver, 
prefentlydieth.  Rondeletius  wri¬ 
ting  of  the  herring,  Lib.  7.  de 
pifcibus  cap.  16.  fayth,  G rega¬ 
ins  eft  pifcesy  &  ta?n  magni  funt 
Merringorum  greges  ut  capi  non 
paJJ'mt,  fed  poft  autumni  Equi- 
noEtiam ,  in  acies  fe  dividunt ; 
locaq\  mutant ,  &  grcgaiirn  per 
Oceanian  vagantur ,  quo  fit ,  ut 
multi  fanul  capi  ant  ur .  This 
kinde  ot  filh  is  taken  on  the 
fhores  of  this  countrey  in  great 
abundance,  efpecially  for  the 
eight  yeares  pah,  more  then  in 
former  yeares :  the  places  of 


theire  taking  in  this  fhire  mold 
ufually  were,  Filhguard,  New¬ 
port,  and  Dinas,  where  for 
many  yeares,  and  even  from 
the  beginning,  there  hath  fomd 
quantity  ben  yearely  taken  ;  but 
of  latter  yeares  they  have  re- 
lorted  to  Broadehaven,  Galtoppe 
Rode  in  Brides  Bav,  Martin  Ha- 
ven,  Hopgaine,  and  St.  Brides, 
and  have  been  plentifully  taken 
to  the  great  commoditie  of  the 
country  ;  nay  of  late  they  have 
been  taken  in  Milford  Haven, 
and  in  the  Redes  of  Tenby  and 
Caldey,  and  neare  St.  David’s, 
and  generally  from  the  fall  of 
the  Tivy  to  Ereweare ;  foe  that 
it  feemed  they  had  iayd  feege 
by  fea  about  the  county: — doe 
greatly  has  God  bellowed  his 
bleftings  that  wray  upon  this 
poore  countrey.  The  Lord 
make  us  thankfull  therefore. 

This  fifhing  is  cheefly  from. 
Augull  till  neere  Chriftm&s, 
but  the  middle  or  firft  fiftiing 
is  counted  beft,  as  that  which 
is  fulieft  and  fatteft ;  the  order 
of  taking  them  is  with  drovers 
and  fhooting  of  netts  in  knowne 
places,  choofen  efpecially  for 
the  fall  nes  of  the  ground,  which 
netts  are  fhott  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  the  later  the  better,  and 
drawn  up  with  fuch  ftore  of 
fifti  as  pleafeth  God  to  fend, 
from  tenn  to  forty  mefes  in  a 
boate,  each  mefe  contayning 

thirty-one 
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thirty- one  (core,  or  520  her¬ 
rings. 

The  pilchers,  which  now  of 
late  yeeres  are  not  foe  rife  as  be¬ 
fore,  and  the  makrell  are  taken 
with  them ;  but  of  thefe  two 
fortes  nothing  in  refpedl  to  the 
herring. 

Other  kinde  of  fea  fijfhe  this 
countrey  yeeldeth  in  great  plen- 
tie  at  feafons,  which  for  that 
they  are  of  foe  many  feverall 
fortes,  it  would  require  a  parti¬ 
cular  volume  to  write  of  every 
forte  feparate,  and  the  order  of 
taking  of  them,  wherefore  I 
will  onely  name  foe  many  fortes 
of  fifh  as  my  memorie  will  fuf- 
fer  me  that  this  fhire  yeeldeth, 
which  are  as  foilowe — turbut, 
hylibut,  byrte,  foie,  playfe, 
Hooke,  flounder,  ling,  codd, 
hake,  mullett  of  both  kindes, 
gurnett,  grey  and  redd  whiting, 
haddok,  fea  fmelt,  the  fprat  or 
fand  eele,  the  earle,  whofe  fins 
grow  forward,  contrarie  to  the 
nature  of  all  fifh  ;  rough  and 
fmooth  hounds,  thornback,  and 
ray,  with  many  others  which  I 
cannot  remember,  which  make 
the  markets  and  gentlemens 
houfcs  to  be  plentifully  ferved, 
befide  the  greate  releefe  for  the 
poore  neare  the  fea  coaftes. 
The  cheefe  places  of  fifliing  in 
this  fhire,  though  every  place 


yeld  fome,  are  Milford  Haven, 
Broade  Haven,  St.  Brides,  Stak- 
poole,  the  Rodes  of  Tenby  and 
Caldey,  where  for  the  moil 
there  is  noe  fayle. 

Now  for  fhell  fifh — this  fea 
is  alfoe  noe  niggard,  both  for 
plentye  and  feverall  kindes, 
among  which,  before  all,  I  will 
give  place  to  the  oyfler,  which 
Milford  haven  yeeldeth  moll 
delicate,  of  feverall  fortes  and 
in  great  abondance,  being  a 
commoditie  much  vented  in 
many  fhires,  for  by  water  they 
are  tranfported  to  Briftow,  and 
to  the  foreft  of  Deane  ;  from 
wdience  by  land  they  are  fent  to 
Somerfetfhire,  Glouceflerfliire, 
and  fome  parte  of  Wiltfhire, 
and  oftentymes  up  the  river  as 
far  as  WorceAer  and  Salop  * 
they  are  alfoe  carried  by  lande 
to  the  counties  of  Cardigan, 
Carmarthen,  Brecknock,  Rad¬ 
nor,  Monmouth,  Hereford, 
Montgomery,  and  foe  to  Lud- 
lowe,  and  other  partes  of  Shrop- 
fhire.  The  cheefeA  places  of 
taking  thefe  oyAers  is  at  Law- 
renny,  the  Pill,  and  the  Crowe ; 
the  firA  of  which  is  accounted 
the  fatteft,  white  A,  and  fweet- 
eA ;  the  Pill  oyAer,  for  that  he 
is  lefle  waAred  with  freAi  water, 
taAeth  more  fault,  and  therefore 
more  pleafing  to  fome,  and  is 
larger  growen ;  and  the  Crowe 

oyAer 
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oyfler  flriveth  with  the  both  for 
delicacie. 

The  oyfters  are  taken  by- 
dredge  within  Milford  Haven, 
which  is  done  with  a  kinde  of 
yron,  made  with  barres,  having 
a  oeece  of  horfe  or  bullocke’s 

x 

fkinne  fowed  to  it  like  a  bag, 
in  fuch  forte  as  that  it  being 
faftned  to  a  rope’s  ende,  is  call; 
into  the  bottome  of  Milford  at 
8  or  10  fathomes  deepe,  and  is 
dragged  at  a  boates  ende  by  two 
rowers  who  rowe  up  and  downe 
the  channel,  and  foe  the  bagg 
of  leather  being  made  apt  to 
fcrape  up  all  manner  of  things 
lying  in  the  bottome,  gathereth 
up  the  oyfters  that  breede  there 
over  certain  knowne  places, 
which  bag  being  filled  they 
drawe  up  and  emptie  the  oyfters 
in  theire  boate,  applieing  theire 
laboure  foe  all  the  day,  and 
when  they  have  done,  they 
rowe  to  fome  appointed  places 
neere  the  fhore  at  full  fea,  and 
there  caft  out  the  oyfters  in  a 
great  heape,  which  they  call 
bedds,  where  every  tide  over- 
floweth  them;  and  foe  are  kept 
for  lading  of  boates  to  Briilowe 
and  other  places. 

Were  it  not  that  the  Wal- 
fleete  and  Gravefend  oyfters  are 
better  frinded  in  court  then  this 
poore  country  oylber  of  Milford 
is,  noe  queftion  but  he  would 


and  well  might  challenge  to 
have  the  cheefe  prayfe  before 
them  both ;  and  I  prefume  if 
the  Poet  Horrace  had  tailed  of 
this  Milford  oyfler,  he  would 
not  have  preferred  the  oyfler  of 
Circsei ;  which,  in  a  towne  in 
Campanie  before  this,  where 
he  commendeth  divers  fifties  for 
the  countrey’s  breedes,  faying, 
Satyr:  lib:  4. — 

Lubrica  nafcentes  implent  conchilia  lame, 
Murice  Baiano  melior  Lucrina  Peloris. 
Pectinibus  patulis  jadat  fe  molle  Taren- 
tum, 

Sed  non  oxnne  mare  eft  generofae  fertile 

teftse, 

Oilrea  Circles,  Mifero  oriuntur  Echini. 

Thus  Englifhed. 

The  moone’s  encreafe  doth  fuller  much 
the  ftippry  cockles  make 
The  Baian  welk,  but  henfilh  belt  are  in 
Lucrina  lake. 

For  goodly  fcallops  bove  the  reft  doth  fair 
Tarentum  boft, 

In  every  fea  ye  lhall  not  ftore  of  dainty 
lheli-filh  take, 

The  Circen  oyfter,  lympyns  breed  about 
Mifero’s  coft, 

A  pleafant  minded  man  ima- 
gening  the  worft  that  might  be 
Ipoken  of  the  oyfler,  faied  it  is 
an  uncleane  meate,  an  unprofit¬ 
able  meate,  and  an  ungodly 
meate  ;  uncleane  for  fowling  of 
hands  in  opening  of  them,  foe 
that  alwaies  you  muff  have 
water  to  cleene  the  hands  after 
them ;  unprofitable,  for  let  a 
man  eate  never  fo  good  a  meale 

at 
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at  oyflefs,  prefently  he  fitteth  to 
dinner  and  eateth  as  earneflly 
as  if  he  had  not  eaten  any  thing 
before ;  ungodly,  becaufe  it  is 
never  ufed  to  fay  grace  before 
oyflers  as  before  other  rneate. 

Befide  this  Mylford  oyfler, 
there  is  a  greate  kinde  of  oyfter 
gatliered  at  Caldey  and  Stack- 
pole,  which  being  eaten  rawe, 
feeme  too  flrong  a  meate  for 
weake  ftomakes,  and  mtifb  be 
parted  in  two,  three,  or  foure 
peeces  before  he  may  be  eaten, 
by  reafon  of  his  exceeding  big- 
nes,  and  are'  not  counted  foe 
pleating  as  the  former,  and 
therefore  are  ufed  in  pies,  flue- 
ings,  broths,  fried,  and  boyled, 
wherein  he  is  found  mofl  deli¬ 
cate.  The  ovfter  in  ancient 

J 

tyme  were  accounted  feafonable 
in  thofe  monethes  onely  that  had 
R  in  them ;  but  experience  now 
teacheth,  that  in  May,  June, 
July,  and  Auguft,  there  are 
fome  found  to  be  very  fweete 
and  hoi  fome,  though  fome  be 
unholfome,  which  are  eafily 
difcerned,  for  being  opened,  they 
are  filled  with  a  cruddie  matter, 
like  creame,  about  the  fiflie, 
which  Plynie  fpeaketh  of,  Lib. 
9.  cap.  51.  and  as  Petrus  Gil- 
lius  fayeth,  the  oyfler  is  ef- 
trangely  engendered  of  this 
milke,  by  cafling  it  on  any  flack 
or  rocke  that  is  overflowen ;  but 
we  finde  by  experience  that  the 


oyflers  breede  theire  young  as 
the  beggars  doe,  by  bearing  them 
on  theire  hackes  ;  yet  thofe  that 
;are  found  without  this  milke  are 
as  good  and  fweete  in  thofe  R- 
leffe  monethes  as  at  any  other 
time  of  the  yeare. 

Lapflers  and  crabbes  are  alfoe 
found  in  the  fea  cliffes  and  other 
places,  are  very  fweete  delicat 
meate,  and  plentifully  taken. 
The  lapfler,  fayth  Darlon ,  fett 
whole  on  the  table  hath  three 
fpeciaii  qualities  ,  for,  fayth  he, 
he  yieldcth  exercife,  fuflenance, 
and  contemplation  ;  exercife  in 
cracking  his  legges  and  clawes, 
fuflenance,  by  eating  the  meate 
thereof,  and  contemplation,  by 
beholding  the  curious  worke  of 
his  complete  armour,  both  ill 
hue  and  ivorkmanfhip,  by  be¬ 
holding  of  his  tafes ,  vauntbraces, 
pouldrons,  cuifhes,  gauntletts, 
and  gorgetts,  curioufly  contrived 
and  forged  by  the  mofl  admiral! 
workman  of  the  world.  The 
crabbe  doth  fenfibly  feele  the 
courfe  of  the  moone,  filling  and 
emptying  itfelffe  with  the  in- 
creafe  and  decreafe  thereof,  and 
therefore  is  fayd  to  be  be  ft  at 
the  full  of  the  moone. 

The  flirimpe  is  alfoe  an  in¬ 
habitant,  and  taken  upon  every 
fpring,  from  the  beginning  of 
May  till  harveft,  which  are  mofl 
delicat  and  fweete  meate ;  they 

are 
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are  cheefly  taken  about  Tenby, 
in  pitts  in  the  fande,  after  the 
ebbe,  Mulkells,  lympins,  cre¬ 
vices,  flieth,  or  huh  fifh,  cockles, 
fleminges,  liens,  and  divers  other 
lliell  fiflie,  are  taken  abondant- 
lve  in  fundrie  and  mod;  partes 
of  the  fliire. 

Laftly,  I  will  ende  my  fifli 
meffe  with  the  three  drange  na¬ 
ture  fifties,  that  is  the  feale,  or 
fea  calf,  the  porpoife,  and  the 
thornpole;  I  call  them  drange 
of  nature,  for  where  as  all  other 
fiflie  that  breede  doe,  but  thefe 
doe  ingender  after  the  nature  of 
beads,  and  the  female  doth  grow 
great  and  bring  forth  young. 

The  feale  is  covered  with  hair 
like  a  calfe,  and  hath  foure 
fliort  legs,  and  broad  pawed, 
like  the  moaie,  this  filh  cometh 
to  land  to  red,  and  fleepe,  and 
lye  together  in  heards  as  fwine, 
one  upon  another ;  and  at  birth 
tyme,  as  Plynie  fayeth,  cometh 
a  Jande,  and  is  delivered,  and 
giveth  fucke  to  the  young  till  he 
be  able  to  fwimme,  which  he 
fayeth  will  be  in  twelve  dayes, 
and  never  bringeth  above  two 
at  a  tyme ;  the  faune  at  the  fil'd 
is  white,  and  is  more  delicate 
meate  tlien  his  ancedor,  being 
drong  and  fuliome  to  the  tade, 
yet  it  is  accounted  a  daintie  and 
rare  diflre  of  many  men.  This 
fiflie  is  very  fatte,  as  bacon,  and 


the  lkinne  ferveth  to  many  ufes, 
being  drefied,  efpecially  in  tymes 
pad,  for  covering  of  tents,  bc- 
caufe  it  receaveth  no,e  hurt  by 
lightnings,  as  faieth  Plinie,  and 
alfoe  Rondeletius  after  him. 
The  haire  of  the  feale  dareth 
at  the  fouthwindes,  and  goeth 
fmothe  with  the  northwinde; — 
but  certen  it  is,  that  it  doeth  foe 
at  the  flood  and  ebbe,  flarimr 
with  the  one,  and  fmoothing 
with  the  other. 

The  porpofe  is  in  forme  like 
a  makerell,  long  and  round,  but 
much  more  huge,  lome  being 
of  twelve  or  iixteen  feet  loner, 
and  his  fkin  is  fmothe,  without 
haire,  or  feale,  like  to  the  eele, 
or  lamprey.  This  fiflie  is 
ramifli,  fatt,  and  drong  for  a 
weake  domack  to  diged  ;  there 
is  of  this  fiflie,  and  of  the  thorn- 
pole,  made  fiore  of  oyle,  though 
very  drong,  and  of  evill  fined. 

The  thornpole  is  of  like  forme, 
bignes,  and  tade,  and  in  all 
other  things  to  the  porpide,  dif¬ 
fering  onely  in  having  a  great 
rounde  hole  in  the  pole  of  the 
hcade,  throw  the  which  he 
ufeth  to  fpout  out  water  in  great 
dreames,  repeaved  in  throwe 
the  mouth. 

Thefe  three  kindes  of  fifties 
being  ravenous  by  nature,  follow 
the  fculls  of  herrings,  feeding 
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on  them,  and  devouring  them;  taken  oftentymes  wrapped  in  the 
and  foe,  in  herring  fifhing,  are  herring  netts. 

CAP.  XV. 

Of  Abondance  of  Fowle  that  the  Country  yeeldeth ;  and  of  the 

feverall  Sortes  thereof. 


AVING  fpoken  fome- 
what  of  the  fifhe  taken  in 
the  countrey,  one  cheeffe  com- 
moditie  of  the  fame,  it  ftandeth 
in  courfe  next,  to  fpeake  of  tire 
fowle  which  yeerely  breed  in, 
and  haunt  the  lande  and  fea 
coaft,  which  are  not  foe  diverfe 
in  kinde,  as  abondant  in  multi¬ 
tude  and  plentie,  which  is  al- 
mofl  incredible  to  be  reported, 
together  with  the  cheapnes  of 
them,  at  fome  tymes  and  fea- 
fons,  whereof  fome  are  found 
alwaies  infeafon,  as  the  growfe, 
the  heathcock,  and  wood  quail ; 
the  ctane,  the  heronnilraw,  the 
gull,  kept  and  fedd ;  the  cur- 
lewe,  &c.  Some  others  are  but 
at  feafons,  as  the  woodcock, 
the  wdld  goofe,  wild  duck,  bit¬ 
tern,  wild  fwan,  &c. 

But  of  all  fowle  we  of  Fen- 
brokefhire  clayme  intereft  in 
two  fortes  cheefly,  that  is  the 
gull  and  the  woodcock,  for  “the 
great  plenty  we  allure  ourfelves 
of  yeerely ;  the  firft  being  our 
owne  naturall  and  native  coun¬ 
trey  fowle?  bred  among  us ;  and 


for  his  good  ftomack,  much  of 
difpofition  with  the  bafer  forte  of 
laboring  people,  of  fome  partes 
of  the  countrey,  that  are  truely 
flandered  with  eating  five  meales 
a  day,  and  in  fuch  abondance, 
that  in  their  feafon,  the  townes 
and  countrey  about,  are  very 
plentifully  ferved  therewith. 
The  chief  nurferie  of  this  fowle 
is  in  fmall  iflands,  in  the  fea, 
and  neere  the  maine  lande, 
whereof  I  have  made  mention 
before,  in  the  13th  Chapter, 
where  I  intreat  of  fait  ilands, 
where,  in  May  and  June,  they 
are  founde  to  breede  in  fuch 
plentie,  that  you  can  hardly 
walk  on  the  lande  of  fome  fmall 
ilands  without  treading  on  the 
eggs  in  the  nefts  upon  the 
ground.  Thefe  fowles  breede 
alfoe  in  the  fea  cliefFs,  in  great 
ftore,  and  are  ripe  about  Mid- 
fummer,  at  which  time  they 
become  flufhe,  and  are  taken, 
being  ready  to  forfake  their  nefls, 
and  fuch  as  are  flufhe,  are  fol¬ 
lowed  with  boates,  and  taken 
fwimming,  not  being  able  to 
Hie,  are  brought  a  land,  and  are 
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very  daintie  meate,  prefently  as 
foon  as  they  are  caught,  and 
will  be  fedd  and  kept  as  a  readie 
diflie  all  the  yeare  over.  Be- 
iide  the  provifton  which  the 
gentlemen  and  others  of  the 
fhire  doe  make  to  ferve  their 
houfes,  there  is  a  great  ftore 
fould  into  England,  and  fought 
and  fent  for  out  of  the  inland 
ihires,  a  hundred  miles  and 
more. 

The  woodcocke,  although  he 
be  not  oure  countreyman  borne, 
yet  we  mu  ft  needes  thinke  him 
to  be  of  fome  affinity  to  many 
of  our  countrey  people,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  love  and  kindnes  he 
iheweth  in  reforting  thither, 
ftrft  of  all  before  other  partes  of 
Wales  or  England,  and  in  more 
abondance  then  elfewhere,  and 
flaying  longer  with  us  then  in 
any  other  place ;  and  if  I  may  in 
fporte  fuppofe  a  caufe  thereof, 
let  it  be  for  that  the  people  in 
generall  of  this  countrey  are 
found  to  be  of  more  plaine 
meaning,  fimple,  harmles,  and 
furtheft  from  Machiavelldevifes, 
or  bearing  high  and  pryeing 
fpiritts.  This  fowle  being  noted 
jikewife  for  his  ftmplicitie,  (of 
fome  called  foolery)  it  may  be 
guefled  he  maketh  choice  rather 
to  the  convejfe  among  thefe 
people,  being  neereft  to  his  ino-. 
cent,  plaine,  and  fimple  humour, 
according  to  the  old  adage,  Si¬ 


miles  Jimilem  fib  iquasrit ,  but 
whatfoever  the  caufe  be,  we  are 
moft  beholding  to  him  of  all 
other  fowle;  and  ftrft,  for  his 
tymely  viftting  us  ;  if  any  eaft- 
erlv  winde  be  aloft,  we  fhall  be 
fure  to  have  him  a  fortnight,  and 
fometymes  three  weeks  before 
Michaelmas,  and  for  plentie  it 
is  almoft  incredible,  for  when 
the  cheefe  tyme  of  haunte  is, 
we  have  more  plenty  of  that 
kinde  of  fowle  onely,  then  of  all 
other  fortes  layed  together :  the 
cheefeft  plentie  is  betweene 
Michaelmas  and  Chriftmas,  and 
in  thele  three  moneths,  he  viftt- 
eth  moft  houies;  theire  cheefe 
taking  is  in  cock  rodes  in  woods, 
with  netts  erecfted  up  betweene 
two  trees,  where  in  cock  fhute 
tyme  (as  it  is  termed,  which  is 
the  twilight,  a  little  after  the 
breaking  of  the  day,  and  before 
the  doling  of  the  night)  they  are 
taken  fomtymes  two,  three,  or 
foure,  at  a  falle.  I  have  mv- 

J 

felfe  oftentymes  taken  fix  at  one 
falle;  and  in  one  mode,  at  an 
evening  taken,  eighteen ;  and  it 
is  noe  ftrange  thing -to  take  an 
hundred,  or  a  hundred  and 
twenty,  in  one  woode,  in  24- 
hours,  if  the  haunt  be  good, 
and  much  more  have  been 
taken,  though  not  ufually.  It 
is  ftrange  to  thinke  from  whence 
thefe  fowles  fhould  come  in 
fucli  fodaine  forte,  as  they  are 
found  to  do,  for  if  there  be  not 


one 
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one  feene,  or  to  be  found  in  the 
countrey,  if  at  any  tyme  the  eft, 
fouth  eft,  or  north  eft  winde 
bio  we  cold  and  fharpe,  this 
countrey  will  be  full  within 
twelve  hours ;  and  yet  in  the 
countreyes  which  lye  eaft  ot 
this,  not  one  to  be  feene,  or 
sound  in  a  moneth  after.  Then, 
againe,  the  nature  of  the  fowle 
is  not  to  flee  in  the  day  tyme, 
nor  in  the  night,  but  reftetn  all 
day  in  the  wood,  and  all  night 
abroade  in  the  fteldes  feeding ; 
and  only  fleeth  one  flight  every 
evening,  out  of  the  woode  into 
the  fields,  and  every  morning 
returneth  again  into  the  wood, 
and  foe  refteth  all  day  and  all 
night ;  foe  that  it  is  to  be  mar¬ 
veled  from  whence  they  come, 
or  whence  they  breede,  for  if 
they  fhould  come  from  out  of 
the  eaftern  countries,  yet  were 
very  likely  they  fhould  be  feene 
to  flee  by  day  or  night,  which, 
as  I  fayd  before,  is  againft  theire 
nature ;  alioe  they  fhould  be 
found  in  thole  countries  which 
Jve  efteriy  of  this  llieere,  as  are 
the  countries  of  Carmarthen, 
Cardigan,  Brecknock,  Radnor, 
and  Salop,  in  which  countries 
y  ou  ill  all  hardly  flnde  any  three 
weekes  or  a  moneth  after  this 
countrey  is  Ailed  with  them  ; 
further,  they  come  not  on$  by 
one,  or  few,  but  at  fodaine,  all 
partes  are  replenifhed  with  them, 
foe  that  fome  men  of  judgment 


are  of  opinion,  that  they  are 
to  be  nombred  inter  animalia 
impcrfedta,  and  that  they  arc 
engendered  and  rayfed  by  the 
meere  efteriy  winde  of  fome 
fubftance  here  in  the  countrey, 
the  like  whereof  you  may  reade 
concerning  divers  other  fowles 
and  worms  in  Flyiiie.  I  he 
plentie  of  this  and  other  kinde 
of  fowle,  hath  been  fuch,  in  a 
hard  winter,  as  I  have  heard  a 
gentleman  of  good  iorte  and 
credit  reporte,  that  he  hath 
bought  in  St.  Davids,  two  wood¬ 
cocks,  three  fnipes,  and  certen 
teles  and  blackbirds,  for  a  penye, 
and  furely  it  will  not  be  beleevecf 
in  other  places,  what  penyf 
worthes  are  had  of  fowle  in  this 
countrey  yeerely. 

Beftde  thefe  two  kir.des  of 
fowle,  which  we  account  among 
houfhold  fare,  the  countrey 
yealdeth  great  ftore  of  other 
fortes,  as  the  mountaines  fofteir 
the  o-rowfe  and  heathcock,  which 
are  alwaies  in  feafon,  and  the 
plover,  both  grey  and  ruftett; 
the  fea  cliffes  harbour  the  wild 
pigions,  the  dofe  houfe  the 
tame  ;  in  the  boggs  breede th  tlte 
crane,  the  bytter,  the  wukl  duck, 
tele,  and  divers  others  of  that 
kinde  *3  on  high  trees  the  heron- 
fliewes,  the  ftioveller,  and  the 
wood  quiftes.  The  heronfhewes 
are  alfoe  found  in  many  places 
of  the  fea  cliffes,  but  cheefly-on 
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high  and  ftatelie  trees,  to  which 
places  they  are  foone  allured,  by 
placing  of  horfehed  bones  upon 
branches  of  trees,  which  will 
provoke  them  to  like  of  the 
places ;  wrhere  they  breede  they 
come  in  companies,  foe  as  you 
fhall  have  in  fome  places  twelve 
or  fixteen  neftes  upon  a  tree. 
They  breede  three  tymes  in  the 
yea  re,  if  the  young  be  taken 
away,  otherwife  but  once;  they 
hatche  firft  about  Aprill  and 
May,  and  commonly  bring  forth 
at  the  firfi  fitting  fourey  the 
fecond  three,  and  laftie  two 
young. 

In  the  field  In  eedeth  the  par¬ 
tridge,  quaile,  raile,  lapwing, 
and  larke,  and  many  other  fortes 
of  fmalle  birds ;  and  in  fhnibs, 
groves,  and  hedges,  breedeth 
the  pheafant,  though  rarely  in 
this  countrey. 

The  curliew  continueth  al- 
wayes  in  this  countrey,  yet  ne¬ 
ver  found  to  breede,  and  they 
flee  in  fmalle  herds  together. 

The  countrey  yealdeth  alfoe 
divers  other  fowles,  as  wild 
geefe,  whyneards,  the  puett, 
the  curlew  knave,  the  gwylim, 
fheldrake,  both  fortes  of  divers 
or  dippers,  the  pilwater,  the 
wigion,  and  the  coote  which 
alfoe  keepe  in  companies,  fea- 
pies,  and  diverfe  others.  And 


as  I  ended  my  laft  chapter  df 
fiflie  with  three  ftrange  natured 
fillies,  foe  lett  me  flmtt  up  this 
chapter  of  fowles  with  the  like, 
of  which  I  find  two,  the  one 
ftrange  in  account,  the  other  in 
nature.  The  firfi  of  thefe  is 
the  puffin,  a  birde  in  all  refpedts, 
bred  of  birdes  of  his  kinde, 
by  laying  eggs,  feathered,  and 
flyeing  with  other  birdes  in  the 
ayre ;  and  yet  is  reputed  to  be 
fifh  :  the  reafon  I  cannot  learn. 
But  if  I  were  fo  ceremonious  as 
to  refraine  flefh  at  feafons,  I 
fhould  hardly  adventure  to  eate 
this  fowle  for  fifhe ;  yet  is  a 
water  fowle  leffer  then  the  duck, 
and  larger  then  the  teale,  footed 
and  beaked  like  unto  them,  and 
breedeth  in  the  iland  of  St.,  Da¬ 
vid’s,  and  other  like  places. 

T  x  i  :  k  }  •  1  ;  '  i  i  ]  <  > 

* 

The  fecond  is,  the  barnacle, 
a  goodly  bird  in  all  refpedts, 
like  the  wilde  ducke,  but  much 
larger,  having  a  head  and  foote 
like  to  the  duck,  and  is  in  eat¬ 
ing  like  it  alfoe.  This  feather- 
lefle  bird  is  bred  of  noe  parent, 
but  engendered  by  fecret  nature, 
out  of  fome  piece  of  tymber, 
remayning  long  in  the  fea,  and 
at  fliips  fides,  having  continued 
lone;  in  the  fait  water,  out  of 
which  upon  long  firings  or  ropes 
(hall  be  feene,  ten,  twcntie,  or 
thirtie  of  thefe  birds,  growing; 
out  of  two  fhells,  like  mufkdl 
fhells,  where  you  £hall  finde 
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fome  beginning  to  peep  out  of 
the  fhells,  having  the  perfedt 
forme  of  a  fowle,  fome  more 
ripe,  readie  to  fall  oft,  having 
wings,  leggs,  and  buddes  of 
feathers  hanging  onely  by  the 
bill  Of  thefe  I  have  feene 
many,  and  as  the  people  reporte, 
and  veryly  are  perfuaded,  thefe 
be  the  barnacles,  for  other 
breeding  there  is  not  found  of 
them. 

*i\  Either  there  be  no  deputing 
about  tafte*  or  the  tafie  of  the 
country  be  ftrangely  altered  fmce 
my  author’s  time  ;  for  we  would 
as  foon  think  of  eating  kites  or 
cormorants  as  gulls  now  a  days. 
If  taken  young,  and  cooped  up, 
by  a  change  of  food,  they  may 
be  brought  to  eat  differently  and 
lels  fiftiy,  than  thofe  in  a  Rate 
of  nature ;  but  I  fhould  be  apt 
to  think,  that  44  what  is  bred  in 
44  the  bone,  will  never  be  out 
«4  of  the  flefli yet  how  are 
we  to  take  this  gentleman’s  re¬ 
commendation,  who,  I  am  in¬ 
formed,  was  himfelf  Epicuri  de 
grege f  Is  he  ferious,  or  does 
he  mean  to  gull  us. 


How  far  the  analogy  between 
the  woodcock  and  the  Pem- 
brokeftiire  men  may  hold  out, 
let  every  man  fpeak  as  he  find- 
eth ;  but  I  fear  the  greatefl 
likenefs  between  them  will  be 
found  in  the  length  of  the  billy 
our  tradefmen  taking  wonder¬ 
fully  after  the  bird  in  this  parti¬ 
cular — A  compliment  too  much 
{trained,  proves  only  a  feverer 
fatyr. 

The  cock  fliots  my  author 
talks  of  were  very  numerous  in 
Pembrokefhire  in  his  time,  no 
gentleman’s  manfion  being  with¬ 
out  one  or  two  ;  but  he,  as  lord 
of  Kernes,  had  a  great  number, 
particularly  in  his  foreft  of  Per- 
kelly,  which  were  an  article  of 
fome  profit  to  him,  for  in  the 
Vairdre  book,  in  an  account  of 
the  various  rents  incident  to  the 
barony  of  Kernes,  under  the 
article  Bedditus  Gladoruniy  I 
find  this  memorandum — 44  Grif  - 
44  finus  IVillmus  Powell ,  tenet 
44  unum  Gladum  didium  a  Cock 
44  Jhoote  ex  parte  Aujlrali  Bofci 
44  de  Perkelly  &  reddit  Domino 
44  per  annum  ad  feftum  natalis 
64  Domini  quinque  SolidosP 
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CAP.  XVI. 

Of  the  ufuall  Meafure  of  Land  in  Penbrokefhire ,  and  how  the  fame 
differeth  in  the fondrie  Partes  thereof. 


THE  ufuall  meafure  of  land 
ufed  in  this  ihire,  much 
difFereth  from  the  ftatute  acre, 
for  it  differeth  altogether  in  fum- 
ming  up,  as  alfoe  in  the  land 
pole,  being  the  originall  of  all 
the  meafures  of  ground ;  for 
whereas  the  ftatute  de  terris 
menfurandis  appointeth  the  pole 
to  be  fixteene  foote  and  halfe, 
and  that  foure  of  thefe  poles  in 
bredth  and  forty  in  length  make 
the  acre,  which  being  fummed 
fheweth  the  acre  to  containe  of 
planometry,  one  hundred  and 
iixty  of  thefe  poles  in  length 
and  bredth.  In  Penbrokeihire 
the  pole  differeth  almoft  in  every 
hundred  of  the  ihire  from  other, 
for  in  fome  places  the  pole  is 
but  nine  foote,  and  in  other 
twelve  foote,  and  foe  differing 
betweene  both  as  fhall  appeare  ; 
and  this  feemeth  to  be  firft  foe 
devifed  according-  to  the  good- 
nes  of  the  ground,  for  in  the 
beft  foyle  is  ufed  the  leaf;  mea¬ 
fure,  and  foe  of  the  contrary. 
The  pole  being  knowne,  they 
differ  altogether  in  fumming  the 
acre  from  that  of  the  ftatute, 
but  doe  agree  therein  among 
themfelves,  which  is  as  follow¬ 
ed.  Eight  poles  in  bredth  and 


twenty  in  length,  or  four  in 
bredth  and  forty  in  length,  make 
the  ftang,  which  is  juft  in  ac¬ 
count  (though  not  in  meafure) 
with  the  ftatute  acre,  and  the 
difference  is  onely  in  the  length 
of  the  land  pole ;  and  foure  of 
thofe  ftangs  make  the  Penbroke- 
fhire  acre,  foe  that  in  accompt 
the  Penbrokeihire  acre  is  foure 
Englifh  acres ;  but  by  reafon 
the  pole  of  Penbrokeihire  is  leffe 
then  that  by  ftatute,  the  acre  of 
Penbrokeihire  is  foe  much  leffe 
then  four  Engliih  acres.  And 
this  muft  be  proportioned  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  difference  of  the 
pole,  for  where  the  pole  is  found 
to  be  twelve  foote  long,  there 
the  Penbrokeihire  acre  is  fome- 
what  leffe  then  three  Engliih 
acres,  (viz.)  by  fo  much  as  the 
halfe  foote  in  the  ftatute  pole 
doth  yeeld  in  furplufage ;  for  if 
the  Engliih  pole  were  iixteen 
foote,  then  ihould  the  acre  of 
twelve  foote  to  the  pole  have 
been  juft  three  ftatute  acres. 
And  for  the  true  knowledge  of 
the  length  of  the  land  poles 
throweout  all  Penbrokeihire, 

I  have  reduced  the  fame  breefly 
into  a  table  here  following, 
where  is  ihewed  how  the  pole 
L  2  differeth 
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difFereth  in  every  parte  of  every 
hundred  throwe  the  fhire  by 
every  halfe  foote,  from  nine 
foote*  the  fhorteft,  untlll  twelve 
foote,  being  the  longeft  land 
pole  j  wherein  if  I  fhall  feeme 


to  mifle  in  fome  particular  ham¬ 
let  or  townred,  which  perhance 
of  late  hath  been  altered,  yet 
for  the  generalty  the  fame  is  the 
neerefc  to  the  ufuall  mealures 
obferved  throwout  the  fhire# 


Kemes  -  -  * 

Kilgarran  -  - 

.  Dewifland  -  - 

The  lande  bait  or  jRowfe  -  -  - 


12  foot 


f  Anglicana  1 
1  Wallicana  J 
fWallicana  121 
[  Anglicana  10 
Caftle  Marty n  9 


pole  of  Penbroke-<Dun  ,edd  ,  -‘6—  J.  1 1 
fhire  is  in  J  ° 

Narbeth 


?in  length, 


Of  the  acres  are  made  ox  landes, 
of  ox  landes  plow  landes,  of 
plow  landes  knights  fees,  and 
knights  fees,  in  fome  parte 
of  the  fhire,  are  made  into  ba- 
ronyes,  which  is  the  uttermofl 
and  greateft  portion  of  lande 


meafure  that  this  cotmtrye 
yeeldeth,  which  for  the  better 
vvwe  and  eafe  to  the  reader  I 

J 

have  reduced  in  tablewiie  as 
followeth,  fh owing  alfoe  how 
many  acres  eche  contained!  of 
the  countrey  meafure. 


8  acres  maketh  an  oxland. 

8  oxlands  maketh  a  plowland,  being  64  acres. 

10  plowlands  maketh  a  knightfs  fee,  being  640  acres. 
20  knight’s  fees,  holden  of  the  king,  1  12800  acres. 
5  holden  of  the  earledom  of  Fenbroke,  V 

rnaketh  a  barony,  S200  acres. 


There  is  alfoe  a  quantity  of  land 
meafure,  called  a  yarde  of  lande, 
in  Latine,  Virgata  terras;  the 
knowledge  whereof  Virgata 
terras  rather  ferveth  to  under¬ 
hand  the  ancient  writings,  then 
for  any  thing  els  to  our  prelent 
puvpofe ;  and  this  yarde  oi  land 
contayneth  foure  poles  of  land, 


and  this  much  fhall  fuffiee  for 
the  land  meafure  of  Penbroke- 
fhire  in  this  place,  onely  adding 
this,  that  I  Unde  by  experience, 
that  about  four  and  twentie  of 
thefe  JcmaJits  fees  doe  make  an 
ancient  cantrcd  in  Wales,  which 
mofl  commonly  contayneth  three 
comotts  or  ICO  townreds. 

%  Finding  . 
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*[[  Finding  in  the  Valrdre 
Book  already  mentioned,  a  pa¬ 
per  in  the  hand- writing  of  George 
Owen,  which,  in  all  likelihood, 
he  meant  to  have  incorporated 
with  this  chapter ;  and,  which, 
as  it  lets  us  into  the  hate  of  hus¬ 
bandry  at  that  time  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  I  have  tranfcribed  for  this 
place. — 

44  A  guefs  what  reafons  the 
44  antients  had  to  make  a  plow- 
44  land  in  Pembroke  fh  ire,  and 
44  how  much  of  the  fame  may 
44  yearly  be  Sowed  with  com  by 
44  the  continual  labour  of  one 
44  plough,  and  how  much  may 
44  be  employed  for  corn,  paf- 
44  ture,  and  for  Sheep  yearly  ; 
44  what  quantity  cf  corn  he  may 
44  yearly  Sow,  and  how  much 
44  he  is  like  to  reap  thereby ; 
44  what  number  of  people  he 
44  may  maintain  upon  the  fame, 
44  and  what  number  of  kine, 
44  lheep,  and  other  cattle,  he 
if  may  keep  on  the  land.-’ 


b\9 

The  plowland  in  Penbroke¬ 
ihire  now  doth,  and  of  antient 
tyrae  hath  confifled  ot  64  acres 
of  that  country  meafure,  (viz.) 
8  oxlands,  each  oxland  8  acres, 
which  quantity  of  land  was  luf- 
hcient  and  a  fit  portion  for  a 
plough’s  work  or  labour  in  the 
yeare,  and  to  be  Sufficient  em¬ 
ployment  for  a  houfholdof  peo¬ 
ple,  and  to  keep  Such  conve¬ 
nient  number  of  cattle  as  Should 
be  neceifary  to  befrow.  their 
labour  about  the  manuring 
thereof,  and  to  have  thereby 
Sufficient  maintenance  of  meat, 
drink,  and  apparel  for  them  by 
the  fame,  which,  as  it  feemeth, 
they  grounded  upon  the  reafons 
following.' — Firft,  they  allowed 
forploughing  feafonfeven  months 
and  a  half,  beginning  at  Michael¬ 
mas,  when  wheat  Sowing  comes 
in,  and  end  at  Mid-May,  when 
barley  Sowing  endeth,  in  all 
which  time  there  are  numbred 
227  days. 


Whereof  they  did 
allow  thefe  days  to 
be  deducted  for  the 
plough  to  reft. 


'3  weeks  for  Chriflmas  and  Eafler  2 1  davs« 
Sundays  in  that  Space  -  -  24 

Holvdays  in  that  Space  of  all  4 
forts  that  plowmen  obferve  in  v  16 
thefe  parts  -----  V 
)Days  of  hindrance  by  weather,- 
a  day  a  week,  34,  if  more  / 
be,  let  him  reckon  it  by  let-  ^  °  ^ 


tins-  2 


ploughs  for  Some  Space 


L  3 


95  Total, 
Which 
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Which  being  deduced  out  of  227,  there  \ 
remain  of  ploughing  days  in  the  feafon,  J 


For  which,  if  you  account  a 
ftang  for  every  day’s  ploughing, 
which  a  plough  may  do  with 
eafe,  it  amounteth  to  33  acres 
of  land.  And  yet  will  a  plough 
after  Candlemas,  plough  every 
day  half  an  acre,  but  the  over¬ 


plus  of  this  had  need  be  allowed 
for  the  lett  and  hindrance  of  the 
plough,  which  132  days  ot 
ploughing,  let  them  be  thus  di¬ 
vided  for  the  feveral  fortes  of 
graine  fow’d  in  that  country7, 
(viz.) 


For  wheat  4  acres,  which  is  16  yokmgs. 

Barley,  4  acres,  wdiich  muft  be  3  times 


ploughed, 

Oats,  15  acres, 

Peas,  "'I 
Pulfe,  >2  acres, 
Turneps,  J 

So,  that  by  this  account,  he  is 
allowed  to  fow  yearly  25  acres 
of  land,  wherein  he  fhall  fpend 
his  132  yokings,  or  ploughing 
days,  fo  remaineth  towards  feed¬ 
ing  of  his  milch  kine,  fheep, 
horfes,  oxen,  and  other  cattle, 
39  acres,  which  will  feed  of 
cattle  as  follows :  A  plowdand 
of  middling,  or  indifferent  ground 
of  that  countrey,  would  main¬ 
tain  10  milch  cows,  and  100 
fheepe,  which  are  neceffary  to 
muck  and  dung  the  land  yearly, 
and  to  keep  the  houfhold ;  and 
that  an  acre  of  the  middling 
ground  would  fummer  a  cow, 
fo  that  10  acres  would  fummer 


48  do. 
60  do. 

8  do. 


132 

10  kine;  but  if  it  be  good  and 
principal  ground,  lefs  will  per¬ 
form  it ;  if  a  very  bad,  more  is 
requifite.  And  the  refidue,  be¬ 
ing  27  acres,  would  feed  the 
100  fheep,  and  yield  cattle. — • 
Of  which  100  Iheep,  allow  5 
milch  ewes  for  every  cow, (viz.) 
50,  and  the  10  kine,  with  their 
offspring,  (viz.)  about  15  young 
beafts,  4  oxen,  and  4  horfes, 
(viz.)  into  33  beafts  in  all, 
wrould  be  fufficient  upon  the 
land  to  find  the  people  labour  all 
the  year,  w7ith  fufficient  meat, 
drink,  and  apparel,  and  make 

fufficient  amendment  for  the 

•  ... 

land. 
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Of  corn  may  be  fown  on  the  quantity  of  the  land  aforefaid. 
Wheat,  4  bufhels  ^ 


Bariev,  10  do. 
Oats,  18  do. 
Peas,  1 1  do. 


of  Cardigan  meafure. 


And  may  be  reaped,  communibus  annis ,  between  the  third  and 
fourth  fold  ofincreafe. 


Thereof  allow  |  part  for  feed 

r  wheat,  6  bu  fir  els. 

To  fpend  in  the  houfe  half  the  l  barley,  15  do. 

corn,  (viz.)  of  -  -  1  P^corn’  ^  c^0, 

I  Which  will  maintain 

L  10  or  12  people. 

And  fo  will  remain  for  the  huf-  f  u^ieat>  £  kufhels, 

band  man  to  fell  |  part,  (viz.)  1  *  , 

41  v  '  Ipilcorn,  3  do, 


Befide  he  may  fell  fome 


Weathers, 

Wool, 

Butter, 

Cheefe, 

Calves, 

Pigs, 

Poultry, 


L  4 
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C  A  P.  XVII. 

Of  Weights  and  Meafures  ufed  in  Penbrokeftjire>  as  well  Drye , 

as  Liquid 


FO  R  weights  and  meafures 

this  countrey,  although  in 

many  kindes  it  doth  differ  from 

that  which  is  the  common  and 

ufuall  meafure  obferved  throw- 

out  the  realme,  yet  doth  it 

agree,  in  ynch,  foote,  and  yarde, 

in  the  quarte,  gallon,  and  pound 

weight,  faveing  that  in  iuch 

places  as  I  fliall  hereafter  fhewe 
* 

the  difference :  But  for  the 
ftone,  bufhell,  gallon,  and  in 
divers  other,  they  ufe  difference, 
as  well  from  the  ufuall  meafure 
of  the  realme,  as  in  divers  partes 
among  therafelves  within  the 
fhire. 

And  firft  to  begin  with  the 
corne  meafure ;  the  lame  in  the 
three  market  townes  is  accounted 
and  ought  to  be  fixteen  gallons, 
or  double  Winchefter,  though 
fome  townes  feeme  to  enc.roche 
upon  it,  and,  on  that  account,  I 
have  feene  and  heard  much  ex¬ 
clamation,  but  hereof  little  re¬ 
formation,  This  kinde  of  come 
meafure  is  ufed  in  all  partes  of 
the  (hire  that  frequent  fhefe  three 
market  townes,  and  in  Dew- 
ifland,  or  St.  Davids,  the  bufhell 
is  accounted  to  be  fomewhat 


more;  but  the  higher  Kernes, 
and  the  hundred  of  Kilgarran, 
for  that  Cardigan  towne  is  theire 
common  market,  ufe  the  mea- 
fure  of  that  towne,  which  is 
double  Ilaverford  meafure,  or 
neere  about  a  barrell  of  Briflowe 
bande,  and  in  all  thefe  bufhells, 
cates,  and  oaten  mault,  is  prefled 
or  wrung  downe  in  the  pecke, 
and  then  filled  by  heape,  when 
ether  graine  is  flricken.  To 
fell  corne  by  the  quarter  is  not 
ufuall  in  this  countrey,  neither 
are  the  cranoke,  or  way  mea¬ 
fures,  ufed  in  felling  thereof, 
but  by  the  bufhell  onely,  and 
foe  making  up  theire  higher  ac¬ 
count  thereof,  by  the  fcores  and 
hundreds. 

The  flone  of  woll  is'  in  thofe 
partes  of  the  countrey  that  haunt 
the  fir  ire  markets  aforefavd,  ac- 

j 

compted  171b.  but  there  is  no 
wool  fold  ufually  in  thefe  three 
marketts,  within  the  fhire,  as 
fliall  be  fire  wed  hereafter. 

By  the  todd  there  is  non  fold, 
except  it  be  to  an  Englifh  buyer, 
that  cometh  a  purpofe,  and 
maketh  his  bargaine  by  the  todd, 

as 
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as  a  weight  bed  known  to  him- 
feife. 

For  liquid,  or  wett  meafure, 
as  I  fayd-  before,  we  ufe  here, 
the  ufual  pinte,  by  which  we 
proceede  to  make  all  other  mea- 
fures  of  greater  accompt,  as 
quartes,  gallons,  bufhells,  &c. 
which  is  the  cudome  in  mod  of 
this  dxire,  laving  upper  Kemes, 
and  Kilgarran,  where  two  wine 
quartes  make  a  Cardigan  quarte, 
and  eight  wine  quartes  to  the 
Cardigan  gallon,  by  which  they 
fell  butter  and  honye ;  but  in 
Cardigan  and  thofe  partes  that 
ufe  that  large  meafure,  they 
have  taken  up  the  former  fmall 
quarte  to  fell  wine,  ale,  and 
beere  by,  and  fo  contented  ufe 
potts  and  Cannes  of  farre  fmaller 
meafure  to  deceive  the  people, 
although  they  well  know  how 
to  -  enhanfe  the  price,  which  is 
one  of  the  greated  abufes  that  is 
borne  withal  in  thefe  partes,  a 
matter  that  doth  not  a  little  im- 
poverilh  the  commons,  being 
the  mod  vendable  marchandize 
that  unthrifty  people  feek  after. 

Silver,  gold,  plate,  and  pearls, 
are  bought  and  fold  by  troy 
weight,  as  is  ufed  in  other 
partes,  and  all  fpice,  iron,  rofen, 
pitch,  and  other  drugs,  uttered 
by  the  mercers,  are  fold  by  the 
haverdepoies  pound. 


Iron  is  fold  by  the  done,  which 
confideth  of  fixteene  pounds 
haberdepoies,  of  which  dones 
eipht  make  the  hundred  of  iron, 

O 

and  twentie  hundred  make  the 
tonne. 

Coles  are  fold  by  the  barrel], 
which  is  of  Bridowe  bande,  or 
neere  about  four  Wincheder 
bufhells,  and  not  by  the  chaud- 
ron,  as  is  ufed  in  other  partes  of 
the  real  me. 

Lyme  is  fold  by  the  bufhell, 
and  foe  by  the  hundred,  and  not 
by  the  leame,  or  horfe  loade,  as 
in  other  places.  This  lyme 
budiell  is  a  very  fmalle  meafure, 
the  true  quantitie  whereof  i  have 
not  yet  learned.  The  hundred 
of  lyme  is  now  ufually  fould  be- 
tweene  four  and  five  (hillings,  be¬ 
ing  finely  fifted.  for  plaftring,  and 
fuch  like  worke,  but  for  land,  at 
three  drillings  and  fourpence. 

Herrings  are  fold  frefh  by  the 
mefe,  which  is  500,  eche  hund¬ 
red  contayning  fix  fcore,  over 
which  there  is  by  a  cudom  ufed' 
among  thefe  kindes  of  fifh- 
mongers,  to  have  fifteen  of 
warpe,  that  is,  three  with  every 
hundred,  and  five  of  tale,  that, 
is  one  cad  by  after  every  hund¬ 
red,  to  keepe  tale  and  true 
reckoning,  how  many  hundreds 
are  told  out,  foe  that  being  ac- 

compted 
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comp  ted  together,  the  mefe  con- 
lifteth  of  3 1  fcore  of  herrings. 

Oyflers  are  aifoe  fold  by  tale, 
as  by  the  hundred  and  thoufand, 
and  not  by  the  bufhell,  as  is  ufed 
in.  London;  the  thoufand  of 
oyflers,  at  the  water  fide,  is 
ufually  fold  for  ten  pence  or  a 
fhilling,  if  it  be  net  enhanfecl  of 
late  yeares. 

Salt  is  fold  to  the  countrey 
people  by  the  fait  bufhell,  which 
is  a  meafure  by  itfelfe,  fmalle 
in  rcfpedl  of  the  corne  bufhell, 

it  confifleth  of - -  gallons, 

but  the  merchants  bargaines  are 
commonly  by  the  barrell,  and 
oftentymes  by  the  tonne  ;  but  in 
bargaining  by  the  tonn,  it  re- 
quireth  that  it  be  exprelTed  what 
number  of  barrells  the  tunn 
ihall  he,  for  of  late  yeares  it  is 
much  altered,  and  tunne  tight, 
which  commonly  is  ufed  in  bar¬ 
gaines  of  freight,  differeth  from 
the  tunne  by  meafure,  both  of 
corne  and  fait. 


5T  It  hath  ever  been  a  queflion, 
and  yet  never  fatisfa£torily  an- 
fwered,  how,  when  weights  and 
meafures  were  once  fixed  by  the 
laws  of  the  land, the  minds  of  men 
could  differ  about  fuch  a  point, 
and  wifh  to  entail  endlefs  confu- 
fion  and  uncertainty  on  their 
pofterity.  Statute  amended  by 
ffatute,  hath  been  tried  to  cor- 
re£l  this  abufe,  but  in  vain  ;  it 
is  rooted  prejudice,  which  no¬ 
thing  can  reach  ;  but  for  the 
general  convenience  of  the 
realme,  a  reformation,  in  this 
particular,  were  much  to  be 
wifhed ;  yet,  from  the  {lender 
attempts  to  bring  fuch  a  refor¬ 
mation  about  in  this  country, 
which,  as  a  julfice  of  the  Peace, 
I  had  a  hand  in,  I  difeovered, 
that  by  oppofing  fuch  inveterate 
habits,  we  were  likely  *  to  pro¬ 
duce  greater  evils,  than  thofe 
we  meant  to  remedy. 


*  Montefquieu,  in  his  Spirit  pf  Laws,  pays,  that  {l  it  is  the  mark  of  a  little  mind  to 
attempt  regulations  of  this  kind,”  a  fentiment  worthy  only  of  the  French  Convention, 
whofe  obje6t  is  to  fubvert  and  confound.  Can  it  be  a  mark  of  a  little  mind  to  wifh  to 
produce  order  and  conformity?  But  there  ever  will  be  a  crooked  kind  of  pliilofophy 
in  the  M'orld,  which  never  will  admit  of  excellence  in  any  fyftem,  but  what  is  copy 
pofed  like  Pan's  Pipe,  itnparihus  Calami s. 


CAP. 
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C  A  P.  XVIII. 

Of  Faires  and  Markets  yearly  ufed  in  Pcnhrokcfljire* 


1HAVE  before  declared,  that 
there  are  three  markctt 
townes  in  Penbrokefhire,  (viz.) 
Penbrok,  HaverfordwefI,  and 
Tenby,  the  fecond  whereof 
being  feated  in  the  middefl  of 
the  fheere,  and  moft  convenient 
for  trade,  is  greatly  frequented 
of  the  countrey  people,  and 
therefore  is  the  greatefl  and 
plentifullefl  market  of  the  fhire, 
and  is  kept  once  every  weeke, 
on  the  Saturday,  wherein  me 
thinketh  the  towne  is  very  back¬ 
ward  in  theire  owne  profitt  in 
not  fuing  for  another  market 
in  the  middle  of  the  weeke, 
which  would  be  to  the  great  good 
both  of  the  town  and  countrey  ; 
alfoe  they  have  but  one  faire  in 
the  veare,  whereas  if  there  were 

J  1 

more  purchafed  from  her  ma- 
jefly,  it  might  be  benehciall  both 
for  towne  and  countrey.  This 
market  of  HaverfordwefI  is 
thought  to  be  one  of  the  greatefl 
and  plentifullefl;  marketts  (all 
things  compared)  that  is  within 
the  marches  of  Wales,  ef- 
pecially  for  the  plentie  and  good- 
nefs  of  vidluall,  as  namely,  for 
beefFe,  mutton,  porke,  bacon, 
vele,  goofe,  capon,  lambe,  co¬ 
nic,  turkie,  and  all  forts  of  wild 
fowle  in  there  feafon ;  that  it  js 


a  marvaile  to  many  where  the 
vidlualls  that  are  there  to  be 
feene  at  noone,  fhould  be  fliif- 
ted  away  ere  night,  and  for  fiili 
it  paffeth  all  others  in  Wales, 
without  any  comparifon,  both 
for  plentie  and  varietie. 

Penbrok  market  is  alfoe  on 
the  Saturday,  and  T enby  on 
Saturday,  and  on  Wednefday  for 
corne. 

Thefe  two  townes  for  theire 
markets  are  much  inferior  for 
plentie  of  viclualls  and  corne 
to  that  of  HaverfordwefI,  by 
reafon  thofe  townes  are  feated, 
the  one  very  neare  the  lower 
partes  of  the  fhire,  and  much 
hindered  by  reafon  of  a  ferrie  on 
the  one  fide  ;  and  Tenby  feem- 
eth  as  it  were  a  towne,  running 
out  of  the  country,  and  flayed 
on  the  fea  cliff  e,  by  reafon 
whereof  they  hand  not  foe  com¬ 
modious  for  reforte  of  people, 
which  maketh  leffe  trade,  and 
utterance  in  theire  marketts  ; 
but  both  thefe  townes  being 
feated  in  a  more  fruitfull  foile 
than  HaverfordwefI  is,  for  good- 
nes  of  victuall  are  nothing  infe¬ 
rior,  if  not  better  then,  and  foe 
for  goodnefs  of  corne  and  for 

fiili, 
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ftfh,  efpecially  Tenby,  where 
is  a  dayly  market  thereof,  that 
paffeth  either  of  the  other,  and 
therefore  it  is  called  in  Welfh 
Dynbych  y  P  if  cot ,  that  is  the 
fifhe  Tenby,  for  difference  be- 
tweene  it  and  Denbigh  in  North 
Wales.  But  as  thefe  marketts 
are  highlie  to  be  commended 
for  plentie  and  goodnes  of  vic- 
tualls,  foe  hath  eche  of  them  a 
great  mayme,  of  a  good  mar¬ 
kett,  which  being  reformed,  as 
eaiily  it  might  be,  would  greatly 
turne  to  the  good  of  the  markett, 
and  the  markett  men ;  that  is, 
there  is  noe  life  of  fale  of  live 
cat  tell  in  any  of  thefe  marketts, 
which  is  the  chiefeft  commoditie 
and  commendation  of  many 
great  markets  in  England ;  for 
in  the  markets  of  this  (hire  there 
are  neither  horfes,  oxen,  kine, 
calves,  fheepe,  lambs,  fwine, 
nor  any  other  kmde  of  living 
cattell,  brought  or  offered  to  be 
fold,  foe  that  the  poore  man 
wanting  money,  and  having 
cattell  to  fpare,  cannot  have  mo¬ 
ney  for  the  fame  till  fummer 
faires  come,  which  begin  not 
before  the  16th  of  June,  and 
Clide  in  November,  whereby  it 
cometh  to  paffe  that  whatfoever 
the  hufbandman  buyeth  in  the 
fix  moneths  of  December,  Ja¬ 
nuary,  February,  March,  April!, 
and  May,  he  buyeth  all  to  be 
payd  for  at  the  fair  dayes,  when 
he  may  have  money  for  his  cat- 


tel  ;  and  by  this  means  the  riche 
man  eateth  up  the  wealth  of  the 
poore  man,  foe  as  in  this  ref- 
pedf,  it  may  be  fayd  of  the 
poore  man  of  this  countrey,  as 
tire  poete  fayth  of  the  oxen, 
fheepe,  and  bees,  &c.  “  Sic 
vos  non  vobisf  &c.  This  is  a 
mightie  inconvenience  in  the 
commonwealth  of  this  poore 
countrey,  and  with  a  little  in- 
duftrie  of  the  better  forte  of 
people,  might  be  redreffed ;  for 
if  they  did  but  begin  the  ule  of 
bringing  cattell  to  the  marketts, 
the  poore  man  that  wanted 
money,  fhould  knowe  where 
to  have  it  to  ferve  his  ufe  ;  and 
alfoe,  thofe  that  want  either 
oxe,  cowe,  fheepe,  or  liogg, 
know  not  where  to  fupplie  theire 
wants,  for  want  of  this  ufuage 
which  I  have  long  wifhed  I 
might  fee  fome  good  men  would 
enterprife  to  induce,  and  noe 
doubt  God  would  profper  the 
adtion,  and  all  good  common¬ 
wealth  men  would  commend  and 
further. 

There  are  alfoe  marketts  of 
vidtualls  ufed  in  St.  Davids  and 
Newport,  not  worth  the  {peak¬ 
ing  of,  partly  for  that  they  be 
foe  (male  and  bad,  but  fpecially 
for  the  ah  ufe,  for  that  the  fame 
is  ufed  every  Sunday  before  fer-? 
vice,  even  about  funn  riling. 

There  have  been  in  tymes 

paft, 
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pafl,  diverfe  marketts  ufed  in 
diverfe  other  places,  and  by  rea¬ 
son  of  the  povertie  of  the  towries 
‘and  unaptnes  of  them,  altoge¬ 
ther  decayed,  as  at  Kilgarran, 
'St.  Dogmels,  Fifhgard,  Rofe, 
Market  Wiflon,  and  Llawha- 
den,  where,  by  reporte  of  an¬ 
cient  men,  marketts  heretofore 
Rave  been  kept. 

Alfoe  it  appeareth  there  hath 
Ren  a  great  markett  at  New- 
porte  every  Thurfday,  as  well 
%  tolle  received  from  the  fame, 
as  may  be  feene  by  ancient  ac- 
compts,  as  alfoe  by  a  faier  deede 
yet  extant,  which  palled  be- 
tweene  the  Lord  of  the  Manor 
and  all  his  tenants,  and  free¬ 
holders  of  Kernes,  in  Edward 
the  fir  ft’s  tyme,  whereby  they 
binde  them  and  their  heires  and 
•tenants  not  to  fell  any  thing 
without  firft  offering;  the  fame 


to  be  fold  at  the  market  of  New- 
porte,  and  there  to  pay  toll  for 
the  fame,  but  now  there  is  noe 
ufe  of  this,  nor  any  regular 
market  there, '  which  among 
other  things,  1  fuppofe  to  have 
been  the  cheefeff  caufe  of  the 
decay  of  the  towne. 

J 

.1  • 

Having  now  fpoaken  thus 

much  of  the  conveniencie  and 
mconveniencie  of  the  marketts 
of  this  fheere,  I  will  fpeake 
fomewhat  of  the  faires  now  in 
ufe  in  this  countrey,  wherein, 
for  hrevitie’s  fake,  1  will  obierve 
and  lav  down  what  faires  are 
kept  within  the  fheere,  and  not 
obferve  the  ufuall  order  annexed 
to  the  prognoflicatiens  in  placing 
the  faieres  of  every  moneth  to¬ 
gether,  for  that  there  are  not 
faires  within  this  fhire  for  every 
moneth. 


Faires  in  Penbrokfoeere. 


Haverfordwefl — 7  !l  July,  St. 

Thomas  day,  a  greate  fa  ire 
Penbrok — St.  Peters,  a  fmall 
faier 

Mundion  juxta  Penbrok— both 
Holy  Roode  dayes 
Tenby — -St.  Margaret’s  day, 
20th  July,  8rh  Sepr.  Nat.  Mar. 
Newport — 16h  June,  St.  Ki- 
rick’s  day,  a  great  faier 
Eglwyfefow  in  Kernes — Afcen- 
tion  day,  Corp.  ChrifEi,  the 
Monday  after  St.  Martin’s,  a 
greate  faire 


Llawhaden — 18th  Oiffober,  St, 
Luke’s,  a  great  faire 
•Narbeth— St.  Andrew's  day 
Wiflon — 28th  Ocloh  St.  Simon 
and  Jude,  a  great  faire 
Kilgarran — 10th  A  ugh  St.  Lau¬ 
rence,  noe  cattell 
Marthry— Michaelmas  day 
Trevyne —  St.  Martins,  1  lthNovr. 
a  fmall  fair 

Stackpole — St.  James’s  day,  a 
fmall  fair  of  fmall  ware 
Jamefton — in  Manerbyr  Pariih, 
St.  James,  a  fnvalle  fair. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  faires  I  finde  granted 
by  charter  from  the  king  among 
the  records  of  the  towne,  but 
not  ufed  or  kept. 

At  Dale,  a  markett  on  Wed- 
ncfday,  a  fa  ire  in  vigiliia  feilo 
8c  craftino  Exaltationis  fanCts 
Crucis,  which  is  14rl‘  Sepr. 

At  Redwalles,  a  market  on 
Monday,  a  faire  in  Yigilia  fef- 
to  8c  craftino  Sd  Edmundi  Regis, 
which  is  20th  of  June. 

At  Henllys,  a  market  on 
Thurfday,  a  faire  in  Vigilia  fef- 
to  8c  cradino  Apoftolorum  Petri 
8c  Pauli. 

In  the  Yairdre  collection 
I  have  been  fortunate  enough 
to  meet  with  the  very  deed, 
eftablifhing  a  market  at  New¬ 
port,  which  my  author  refers  to, 
which  runs  thus.— 

Sciant  prefentes  8c  futuri  quod 
Anno  Regni  Regis  Edwardi  fex- 
to  oCtavo  Decimo  Calend.  Mail 
Ita  convent :  inter  Dnum  Nicum 
hlium  Martini  Dne  de  Kemeys 
ex  una  parte  8c  omnes  liberos 
hofpites  fuos  de  Kernes  ex  altera 
parte  Yidelicet  quod  predi&i 
Holpites  concefferunt  pro  fe  8c 
hseredibus  fuis  8c  affignatis  Dno 
Nico  predido  8c  hseredibus  fuis 


8c  affignatis  in  perpetuum  quod 
hofpites  eorum  fcilicet  Gabularii 
cum  rebus  fuis  quas  habent 
vendendas  illas  vidt  de  quibus 
tolnetum  debet  dari  fcilicet  de 
equo  8c  aqua  bove  8c  Vacca 
Ovibus  8c  porcis  coriis  8c  pelli- 
bus  Lana  8c  aliis  de  quibus  tol¬ 
netum  debet  dari  8c  autea  dari 
folebat  debent  venire  ad  merca- 
tum  de  Novo  Burgo  per  unum 
diem  in  Hebdomada  fcilicet  per 
diem  #  Jovis  qui  eft  dies  Mer- 
cati  in  qualibet  Hebdomada  per 
Annum  8c  ibi  exponant  res  pro- 
ditas  8c  vendant  fi  poffint. 

Si  autem  vendere  non  poffint 
ibidem  eodem  die  infra  Meri¬ 
diem  vel  Nonam  turn  poterint 
recedere  oc  vendere  res  illas 
ubicunq;  voluerunt. 

Et  de  omnibus  rebus  venditis 
apud  Novum  Burgum  quacunq; 
hor  adare  debent  tolnetum  fi  talis 
fit  res  de  qua  tolnetum  dari  de¬ 
beat. 

Nec  de  rebus  illis  quas  poflea 
vendiderint  alibi  dabunt  tolne¬ 
tum  Dno  de  Kemes. 

Et  fi  fufpicio  oriatur  quod  ali- 
quis  gabularius  aliquum  nem 
vendiderit  extra  mercatum  de 
qua  tolnetum  dari  debeat  ante- 
quam  earn  in  Mercato  de  Nova 
Burgo  venditioni  expofueritat 


#  Friday  at  prefent  is  the  market  day  at  Newport. 


predi&um 
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predictum  eft  poterit  fe  ipfum 
purgare  fola  manu  fua  propria 
fi  voluerit,  &  fi  non  poffit  fe 
purgare  dahit  Dno  de  Kemeys 
feptem  folidos  pro  mifericordia 
Conceflit  etiam  didtus  Nicus 
pro  fe  &  hceredibus  luis  Sc  affig- 
natis  didles  liberis  hofpitibus  &: 
eoruin  haeredibus  &  affignatis 
quod  poflent  emere  Sc  vendere 
viciffim  inter  fe  Sc  gabularios 
fuos  extra  Mercatum  fine  Toi- 
neto. 

Non  licebit  alicui  Gabulario 
vendere  vidlualia  aliqua  extra 
Limites  de  Kemes  antequam  ea 
duxerit  at  Mercatum  de  Novo 
Burgo,  fed  fi  ibidem  vendare 
non  poterir,  vendat  poft  modum 
ubicunq;  voluerit,  licebit  tamen 
vendare Vidlualia  infra  limites  de 
Kemeis  ubicunq;  placurit  quan- 
do  prius  ad  mercatum  predidlum 
non  ducantur. 

Item  conceflerunt  predidti  li- 
beri  hofpites  de  Kemeys  pro  fe 
&  haeredibus  fuis  &  Affignatis 
per  totum  terram  de  Kemeys 


quodhabeant  eandem  menfuram, 
quae  habetur  in  Novo  Burgo,  in 
modio  in  petra,  in  Ulna,  in 
Gallone  Sc  quod  non  ematur, 
nec  vendatur  per  aliquam  aliam 
menfuram  infra  limites  de 
Kerne  vs. 

J 

Et  quod  libertates  Nundina- 
rum  in  omnibus  obferventur  non 
obllante  abqua  conventione  in 
hoc  fcripto  natata  de  Mercato. 
Omnes  vero  prefcriptos  articulos 
firmiter,  Sc  fideliter  obfervandos 
in  perpetuum  permifit  predidtus 
Dnus  Nicus  per  facramentum 
corporaliter  preftitum  pro  fe  £c 
haeredibus  fuis  &  affignatis  & 
omnes  liberi  homines  de  Kemeys 
ex  parte  fua  flmiliter  nec  non 
&  Gabulariis.  Et  ad  majorem 
firmitatem  obfervationis  per- 
petuae  predidlus  Dnus  Nicus 
uniparti  prefentis  Chirographi 
figillum  fuum  appofuit  & 
quam  plurimi  liberi  hofpites  de 
Kemeys  de  divifis  feodis  fub- 
fcripti  figilla  fua  pro  tat  a  Commu - 
nia  feme  de  Kemeys  alteri  parti 
apponi  fecerunt,  &c.  dec. 


CAP.  XIX. 

Of  the  J  founts  and  CeffeBs  that  the  Countie  of  Penbrole  naturally 
hathy  and  of  divers  Inconvemencies  in  the  State  of  the  Count rey . 

HAVING  before  fpoken  of  alfoe  in  the  countrey  ;  but  1  will 
luch  commodities  as  the  here  brefly  touch  fome  defedts 
countrey  yeldeth,  it  might  there-  and  wants  which  the  countrey 
by  be  gueffied  What  wants  are  naturally  hath  ;  as  alfoe  remem¬ 
ber 
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her  fome  incommodities  and  an¬ 
noyances  found  in  the  countrey, 
which,  by  the  good  induftrie  ot 
the  people,  might  be  redreffed  ; 
■which  inconveniences  pradlized 
in  the  country  are  noe  leffe 
noyfom  then  the  naturall  wants 
of  divers  things  which  the  ioyle 
-yeeldeth  not. 

The  greateib  want  that  this 
.countrey  accounteth  itfelfe  to 
have  is  fruite,  as  apples,  peares, 
warders,  plums,  apricocks,  wall- 
nutts,  and  fuch  like,  whereof 
there  is  finall  flare  or  none  at 
all ,  which  want,  although  it 
may  be  thought  partely  to  pro- 
ceede  of  the  nature  ot  the  ioile, 
not  being  naturally  apt  to  nou- 
rifh  wood,  yet  certcs  it  is  as 
-much  by  negligence  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  in  not  planting,  p re¬ 
fer  ving,  and  cheriihing  of  fruite 
trees ;  for  it  is  found  by  expe¬ 
rience,  that  in  diverfe  places 
there  are  found  good  orchards, 
jwell  thriving  and  proving ;  for 
although  the  countrey  be  much 
bordering  on  the  fea,  and  fub- 
je6l  to  the  vehement  flowes 
thereof  in  winter  feafon,  which 
nippe  and  make  the  naked  bullies 
to  ftoope,  yet  are  there  fewe  or 
noe  villages  but  the  fame  is 

O 

flickered  from  the  winds,  by 
fome  hilly  land,  and  in  fuch 
valleys  the  fruite  tymber  are 


found  to  be  very  fruitful! ;  and 
efpecially  in  old  tyme  about  re¬ 
ligious  houfes,  as  alfoe  gentle¬ 
mens  houfes,  and  by  divers  good 
hufbandmens  houfes,  not  onely 
orchards  flored  with  all  kinde  of 
fruite  tymber,  but  alfoe  about 
mod  houfes  of  account,  and 
countrie  villages,  pretie  groves 
of  wood*  as  the  aflie,  maple, 
elme,  and  fuch  like,  and  divers 
rare  tymber,  as  the  pine-apple 
tree,  the  fprufe  and  firre  trees, 
the  mulberry  tree,  and  others ; 
which  tax  our  countrey  people 
of  great  negligence  in  this  point. 
But  although  Penbrokefhire 
w ante th  fruites  of  the  countrie 
hr  cede,  yet  may  it  fay  of  fruit, 
as  England  may  of  wines,  that 
there  is  noe  greate  want  thereof, 
but  that  (lore  of  apples,  peares, 
-warders,  and  wallnutts,  is  yeare- 
ly  brought  hither  by  fea,  out  or 
the  foreft  of  Deane,  and  from 
Somerfetfhire,  in  fuch  plentie, 
as  you  fhall  in  every  market  be 
ferved  as  good  cheape  therewith, 
as  you  fhall  be  in  the  cheefeft 
fruit  countries,  efpecially  from 
Michaelmas  till  Eafter,  during 
which  tyme  botes  come  conti¬ 
nually  with  fruit  to  he  fold, 
which  moff  commonly  return 
laden  with  oyfters:  but  you  will 
fay,  this  draweth  a  great  ftore 
of  money  out  of  the  countrey. 


which,  by  good  care  and  induf- 


*  I  fuppofe  he  means  the  pineafter,  -w  hich  bears  large  cones  in  Aiape  like  a  pineapple. 

trie. 
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trie,  might  be  referved  here; 
which  cannot  be  denied. 

Another  want  that  pincheth 
this  country,  is  fcarcitie  of  tym- 
ber  and  wood,  for  the  foile  being 
naturally  unapt  for  wood,  there 
are  but  few  places  to  be  found 
ftored  therewith,  and  that  not 
in  generall,  as  in  the  woodland 
countries  it  is  to  be  feene ;  where 
everie  man  hath  fomewhat,  were 
it  but  his  hedge  rowes :  but 
where  wood  is  in  this  countrey, 
it  groweth  together  in  one  fo~ 
reft,  which  is  of  late  yeares,  by 
ill  management,  much  impaired, 
and  almoft  in  mens  memorie 
living  utterly  decayed  ;  whereof 
I  have  fpoken  more  before, 
cap.  10.  where  I  difcourfed  of 
the  feverall  fortes  of  fuell. 

A  third  want  is  want  of  en- 
clofures,  whereby  a  multitude 
of  towardly  young  witts  are 
fpoyled,  by  imploying  them  to 
be  herdes,  fpoyling  in  that  idle 
trade,  both  outwardly  theire 
fhape  of  body,  and  inwardly  the 
giftes  of  the  mynde,  of  which 
forte  I  finde  by  juft  account, 
that  there  are  3000  and  more 
young  people  imployed  in  this 
idle  education,  which  is  not  the 
leaft  inconvenience  of  Penbrok- 
ftiire,  and  which  deferveth  more 
fpeech  thereof,  then  I  now  pur- 
pofe  to  afFoord  in  this  place,  for 
that  I  have  touched  it  before, 
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where  I  fpeake  of  the  ill  man- 
red  of  this  countrey. 

Another  thing  is  the  want  of 
good  fchooles,  for  the  bringing 
up  of  youth  in  the  knowledge 
of  God  and  good  artes,  being 
the  cheefeft  ornament  of  the 
minde,  without  the  which,  as 
Cato  hath  fayd,  64  Homo  cjl 
ii  quafi  Mo rti s  l m ago In  this 
I  have  not  found  our  anceftors 
fo  provident  aszealoufe,  in  their 
conceipt  towards  the  religious 
houfes ;  for  of  abbies,  priories, 
and  nunneries,  there  were  divers 
eredted  and  founded  by  particu¬ 
lar  men,  yett  never  one  free- 
fchoole  or  colledge,  for  the 
bringing  up  of  youth,  hath  ever 
yet  by  any  been  provided,  and 
if  any  were  the  fame  is  now 
otherwife  imployed,  to  the  bur¬ 
den  of  their  foules  that  mifem- 
plov  the  fame.  But  I  account 
one  cheefe  impediment,  of  not 
having  good  fchoolemafters  ill 
the  countrey,  to  proceede  from 
the  laft  inconvenience  which  I 
named,  that  is,  that  moft  of  the 
youth  of  the  hufbandmen  are 
employed  in  herding  of  cattell, 
when  theire  age  requireth  to  be 
inftrudted  in  learning,  or  in  fome 
manuall  or  mechanicall  arte  ; 
foe  that  if  ftore  of  fchoole-maf- 

L 

ters  were  procured  out  of  the 
univerftties,  yet  could  not  the 
parents  fpare  theire  children 
from  bringing  them  up  among 
M  their 
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their  Biejffe ,  as  they  calle  them, 
to  attend  for  good  inftrudtions ; 
and  although  confidering  the 
championefle  of  the  countrey, 
this  inconvenience  might  hardly 
be  redreffed,  yet  if  every  man 
would  joyne  to  redreile  the 
fame,  as  much  as  his  power 
would  yeeld,  the  fame  might  be 
rendered  to  a  farre  leffe  number, 
if  every  village  would  maintains 
one  or  two  common  herdes  for 
the  townredd,  as  in  moll  places 
of  England  is  tried,  and  not 
every  houfeholder  of  the  towns 
to  employ  two  or  three  young 
people  herein ;  and  to  take  order 
that  he  who  was  brought  in  his 
youth  therein,  fhould  continue 
in  the  fame  all  his  lyfe  tyme, 
and  not  employ  him  that  hath 
been  a  herde  a  dozen  or  hxteen 
yeares,  to  {mother  as  vile  an 
occupation,  and  in  his  fleede  to 
traine  up  another  youth  therein, 
and  foe  by  confequence  to  bring 
them  up  all  among  beaftes,  to 
be  beaftlie  people : — but  this 
will  be  remedied  when  it  pleafe 
God. 

A  fift  inconvenience,  is  the 
not  bringing  of  live  cattell  to 
the  weekly  markets,  the  incon¬ 
venience  whereof  I  have  already 
fpoken  of  in  the  chapter  of 
faires  and  markets,  and  foe  doe 
onely  remember  it  in  this  place 
for  order  fake. 


The  want  of  fifli  pondes  k 
another  greate  want,  whereof 
alfoe  I  fpake  before  more  at 
lame  :  to  which  alloe  may  he 
added  the  wrant  of  hopp  gar-' 
dens. 

%  \ 

Another  want  and  inconveni¬ 
ence  is  the  not  working  of  our 
own  countrey  wool  by  our  own 
people,  but  fell  the  fame  un¬ 
wrought  to  other  countreyes,  it 
being  one  of  the  greateft  com¬ 
modities  that  this  countrey  yeeld- 
eth,  and  was  able  to  fet  all  the 
idle  people  of  opr  countrey,  and 
many  more  a  worke.  It  is  la¬ 
mentable  to  fee  and  remember 
how  the  trade  of  cloathing  ufed 
in  tyrnes  pah  in  this  countrey  is 
now  utterly  negledfed,  whereby 
thoufands  were  maintained, 
which  now  live  either  idle,  or 
upon  other  trades ;  and  yet  by 
eftimation,  I  judge,  that  there 
is  now  twice  as  much  woll 
fhorne  in  Penbrokefhrre  as  was 
forty  yeares  paft,  and  then  all 
occupied  and  wrought  within 
the  fjrire,  and  fold  in  frifes,  and 
now  alfoe  fold  unwrought.  I 
know  not  how  this  blindnes 
hath  dymed  our  eyes,  not  to 
look  into  this  maladie  foe  eafie 
to  be  cured,  but  to  fay  that  it  is 
the  predeftinate  will  of  God,  to 
whom  I  leave  it  to  be  reformed. 


The 
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The  lafl  want  that  I  will 
here  recite,  although  I  over-flip 
many,  fhall  be  a  breede  for 
horfes*  whereof  the  countrey 
yceldeth  few  or  none,  which  is 
more  by  negligence,  then  for 
any  urgent  caufe  ;  although  the 
want  of  forefles,  parkes,  and 
enclofures,  may  feeme  to  be  a 
great  caufe,  yet  are  there  fome 
gentlemen,  if  they  were  foe  in¬ 
clined,  that  might  well  keep 
two  or  three  breeding  mares 
upon  their  demeynes  •  which, 
care  being  taken  for  the  well 
covering  of  them,  might  well 
furnifh  theire  ftables  with  fuffi- 
cient;  and  furely  for  three  or 
foure  mares  to  be  well  kept  for 
the  ftudd,  I  know  it,  by  expe¬ 
rience,  yeeldeth  more  profit  then 
anv  ether  cattell  of  that  number 

J 

and  like  charge-. 

I  have  fpoken  of  eight  wants 
that  I  cheefly  note  in  this  coun¬ 
trey,  of  which  the  firfi:  foure, 
although  they  cannot  be  re- 
pavred  and  altogether  redrefifed 
by  man’s  induftrie,  the  nature 
of  the  countrey  foile  being  a- 
gainfi:  it ;  yet  the  four  lafi:  might 
with  care  and  diligence  of  the 
people,  be  wholly  reformed ; 
and  what  good  thereby  would 
enfue  to  this  poore  country,  let 
the  difcrecte  reader  judge. 


Having  now  fpoaken  of  the 
wants  that  breede  difeommedide, 
and  decay  of  profit,  which  is 
grievous  for  me  to  write,  and  to 
all  well-wifliers  of  our  countrey 
good  to  reade,  I  will  trouble  the 
reader  with  a  want  or  two  of 
our  pleafure ;  which  is  the 
nightengall  and  phefant,  where¬ 
of  our  countrey  hath  few  or 
none.  Of  the  firfi:  there  are 
certenly  none  to  be  founde,  nor 
ever  any  heard  in  any  age 
wThereof  we  read  or  heare ; 
which  fome  judge  to  proceed  of 
the  coolnes  of  the  countrey,  or 
for  want  of  plefant  groves,  but 
that  is  not  likely  j  for  although 
generally  the  countrey  be  cham¬ 
pion,  yet  there  are  in  the  fame 
fome  partes  many  fw^eete  and 
pleafant  groves  and  valleys  ;  and 
I  have  heard  the  nightengall  in 
countries  and  places  in  Wales, 
as  fubje6h  to  cold,  more  then 
many  partes  of  Penbrokefhire 
is ;  neither  doe  I  confent  with 
the  fable  fathered  upon  St.  Da» 
vid,  who,  as  the  tale  goeth, 
being  ferious  occupied  in  the 
night  tyme  in  his  divine  orifons, 
was  foe  difturbed  wdth  the 
fweete  tunings  of  the  nighten¬ 
gall,  as  that  he  could  not  fafien 
his  rninde  upon  heavenly  cogi¬ 
tations  as  at  other  tymes,  being 
letted  by  the  melodie  of  the 
bird,  prayed  unto  the  Almighty, 
M  2  that 


1 64 


CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796. 


that  from  that  tyme  forward 
there  might  never  a  nightengall 
ling  within  his  diocefe  :  and  this, 
fay  our  women,  was  the  caufe 
of  confining  of  the  bird  out  of 
this  countrey.— Thus  much  to 
recreat  the  readers  fpirits. 

As  for  the  phefant,  in  my 
memory  there  were  none  bredd 
within  the  fhire,  untill  about 
fixteen  yeares  pafl,  Sr.  Thomas 
Perrott,  Knb  procured  certain 
hens  and  cockes  to  be  tranfported 
out  of  Ireland,  which  he  pur- 
pollng  to  endemife  in  a  pleafant 
grove  of  his  own  planting,  ad- 
joyning  to  his  houfe  of  Ilarold- 
Ron,  stave  them  libertie  there, 
where  they  partly  flayed  and 
bredd  there,  and  neere  at  hand  ; 
but  afterwards  chofe  other  land¬ 
lords  in  other  places,  and,  as  I 
heare,  of  no  great  multiplying : 
foe  are  they  not  altogether  de- 
ftroied,  but  fome  fewe  are  yett 
to  be  found  in  fome  places  of 
the  fheere,  though  but  thinne. 

Having  mingled  together  the 
wants  of  the  co untrey  with 
the  inconveniencies  of  the 
fame,  I  cannot  overpaffe  a 
great  and  enormoufe  inconve¬ 
nience,  which  I  had  almofl 
forgotten,  which  is  the  mul- 
tiplicitie  of  flieepe  marks  ufed 
and  kept  by  one  owner,  in 
one  cott  or  fold  ;  which  prima 
facie  may  feeme  as  a  thing  of 


noe  importance,  but  being  tho-> 
roughly  weyred,  is  of  hoe  liiiall 
moment ;  for  by  this  meanes, 
the  rich  overreacheth  the  poore, 
that  thofe  (lawfully  as  they 
think)  (leal  from  the  true  man  ; 
the  mightie  man  oppreffeth  the 
meane,  and  all  this  is  and  may 
be  done  without  danger  of  lawe, 
and  without  redreffe  of  the 
wrong  ;  and  therefore  let  me 
crave  patience  to  fpeake  a  little 
thereof  as  breeflie  as  I  may. 
The  ufe  of  the  country  is  to 
turne  fheepe  to  go  at  libertie 
all  the  winter,  without  guiding 
or  herding  of  them,  for  that  all 
the  neighbours  flieepe  are  min¬ 
gled  together ;  in  which  lort 
they  continue  till  Aprill  or  May, 
when  every  man  gathereth  to¬ 
gether  foe  many  of  his  flieepe 
as  he  can  finde,  and  bringeth 
them  to  his  fold,  which  then  he 
fetteth  forth.  The  evill  minded 
man  will  have  in  his  cott  8,  10, 
or  12,  or  more  markes,  under 
collour  of  which  he  will  fend 
his  people  immediately  after  St. 
David’s  day,  to  look  for  his 
flieepe  up  and  downe  the  coun¬ 
trey,  6  or  8  miles  round  about 
him,  and  looke  how  many 
flieepe  he  findeth  with  any  of 
his  mailers  12  markes,  he  bring¬ 
eth  them  home,  whofefoever 
they  be  it  forceth  not,  foe  they 
be  thus  noted ;  nay,  let  them 
fomewhat  differ  from  all  his 
markes,  vet  are  they  his  owne, 

and 
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and  he  will  col  lor  that  by  faie- 

J 

ing  it  was  a  fheepe  he  bought 
in  the  faire,  and  could  not  get 
his  full  marke  upon  the  fame ; 
and  if  be  be  taken  with  this, 
why  fayeth  he  it  is  noe  fellonie, 
for  he  tooke  it  to  be  his  fheepe, 
and  verily  believed  foe  ;  and  if 
the  true  owner  have  any  to 
prove  the  fheepe  to  be  his,  let 
him  take  it ;  and  foe  if  the 
owner  followe.  not  his  fheepe 
very  fpeedilie,  and  be  not  onely 
emeft,  but  eager  in  demanding 
it,  his  lheepe  is  loft,  and  foe 
Si  fpy,  Jport.  Si  non  fpy ,  tunc 
fteJe.  It  is  not  a  fewe  hundreds 
of  fheepe  that  are  yeerely  ftollen 
in  this  country  by  this  collor  of 
care  markes,  infoemuch  the  e- 
normitie  growing  foe  great,  that 
upon  complaint  made  to  the 
counfaile  of  Marches  in  An°. 
Reginas  Elizabeths  35.  very 
profitable  orders  were  devifed 
for  redrefle  of  this  mifehiefe, 
and  for  furprizing  of  other  fel- 
lonies  in  Wales,  and  fent  in- 
clofed  to  the  fheriffe  and  juftices 
of  the  peace  of  this  fheere,  to 
be  put  in  execution,  which  at 
firft  being  hotly  and  heedfully 
looked  into,  did  much  good  ; 
but  as  all  good  inventions  in 
procefs  of  tyme,  receive  either 
■corruption,  or  growe  faftidious, 
foe  thefe  good  orders  are  now 
almoft  forgotten,  but  utterly 
pegle<5ted. 


Thus  having;  been  too  tedi- 
oufe  in  this  chapter,  yet  not  foe 
tedioufe  as  the  enormities  them- 
felves  are  to  oure  poore  coun¬ 
trey,  I  will  onely  recount  and 
clofe  up  this  fpeache,  with  the 
onely  nameing  of  one  more, 
which  is  thediverfity  of  weights 
and  meafures  ufed  in  this  one 
/hire,  as  of  the  acre  of  lande, 
the  bufhell,  the  gallon,  the  ftone, 
and  fuch  like ;  which  breedeth 
noe  fmall  inconveniences  in  die 
commonwealth,  the  which  is 
already  fufficiently  provided  by 
good  lawes,  if  our  evill  cuftome 
would  futFer  us  to  conforms 
ourfelves  thereunto. 

I  am  perfuaded,  by  expe¬ 
rience,  that  the  lack  of  fruit 
trees,  as  well  as  all  kinds  of 
timber,  is  more  owing  to  the 
negled/t  of  planting  than  any 
conftitutional  unaptnefs  in  the 
foil  of  this  country ;  for  I  have 
lived  to  fee  extend ve  groves  and 
orchards  of  my  own  railing, 
and  from  the  produce  of  the 
latter,  have  for  fome  years  pad 
made  a  confiderable  frore  of  cy¬ 
der  annually,  although  my  fitu- 
ation  is  open  to  the  fea,  and  not 
remarkably  fheltered ;  and  I 
wifh  I  could  influence  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  others,  and  beget  a  more 
general  cultivation  of  orchards 
and  hop-gardens,  as  1  find  the 
M  3  hops 
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hops  I  raife  no  way  inferior  to 
thofe  of  Kent  or  Worcefter- 
Ihire. 

With  regard  to  fchools  we 
are  not  much  mended  fince  my 
author  wrote.  ?Tis  true  we 
have  two  or  three  free-fchools, 
and  not  meanly  endowed  ;  but 
from  forne  mifmanagement,  or 
ihameful  inattention  in  the  per¬ 
forms  who  have  the  nomination 
of  the  mailers,  of  late  our 
fchools  have  fallen  into  great 
difrepute,  the  original  inftitu- 
tions  being  fcandaloufly  abufed, 
not  only  in  the  appointment  of 
the  mailer,  but  the  free  fcholars, 
and  party  governing  every  fort 
of  election.  In  the  upper  part 
of  this  county  we  have  nothing 
that  deferves  the  name  of  a 
fchool ;  but  I  trull  that  more  of 
thofe  whom  heaven  hath  made 
fie  wards  over  much,  will  follow 


the  example  of  that  right  vir¬ 
tuous  and  good  *  lady,  Mrs. 
Mary  Lucy,  of  Trecoon,  lately 
deceafed,  who  hath  left  by  will 
^10.  per  annum,  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  a  fchool  free  to  the 
poor  children  of  the  parilhes  of 
Llanfair  and  Letterllon, 

The  ear  marks  in  Iheep  form 
a  fort  of  paftoral  heraldry,  and 
are  now  fo  well  underllood  and 
dillindtly  defined,  that  every 
family  hath  its  hereditary  mark, 
which  is  duly  regillered  in  the 
Leet,  as  coats  of  arms  are  in 
the  Herald’s  College;  and  though 
the  terms  creating  dillindlion  be 
but  few,  yet  fo  many  changes 
are  rung  on  them,  that  fcarce 
any  confufion  arifes  in  the  bla¬ 
zonry  ;  and  it  is  fo  far  reduced 
to  invariable  rules,  that  there 
may  be  as  bad  heraldry  in  ear 
marks,  as  in  armorial  bearings. 


*  Mrs.  Mary  Lucy,  by  will  dated  March  11th,  1690,  devifes  a  perpetual  annuity 
or  rent  charge  of  £10.  out  of  the  tenement  of  Trehale,  in  the  parilh  of  St.  Edrin, 
for  the  purpofe  abovementioped  ;  a  bequeil  which,  on  account  of  fome  informality 
not  provided  againft,  was  never  carried  into  execution.  Mrs.  Lucy  died  at  Trecoon, 
and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  Llanfair,  one  of  the  pariihes  the  wilted  to  have  be- 
ziefitted,  where  a  neat  tablet  is  jnfcribed  to  her  memory. 
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CAP.  XX. 

Of  the  Adminif  ration  of  Law e  and  Jafice,  within  the  Countie  of 
Penhrok ,  as  well  by  Commone  Lawe  of  this  Reajme ,  as  a  Lawe 
for  Caufes  Maritime ,  and  aperteining  to  the  Admiraltie  of  Eng¬ 
land-,  together  with  Government ,  Civil  and  Ecclefiajhcall ,  prac¬ 
tized  and  ufed  by  Lawes  Civil  and  Canon ,  by  the  Archbifbop  and 
Bifhop  of  the  Dioces,  and  how  and  where  this  She  ere  doth  parti¬ 
cipate  therein ,  with  other  Countreys  of  the  Realme ,  in  generally 
and  where y  in  particular ,  within  itfelfe\  and  laflyy  of  the 
Government  Mariiall  and  Military  there>  under  the  Lord 


Lieutenant. 

IN  fpeaking  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  adminiftration  of 
juftice  now  ufed,  I  will  here 
fomewhat  touche  how  the  com¬ 
mon  lawes  of  this  realme  were 
many  yeares  pradfized  and  ufed 
wholfely  in  this  countrey,  in 
more  large  and  full  lorte  then 
now  it  is  by  force  of  the  flatutes, 
made  for  the  ordinances  of 
Wales,  in  the  27  and  S4  yeeres 
of  Henry  the  8th,  for,  whereas, 
it  was  the  meaning  of  king  and 
parliament  to  reduce  all  the 
countrey  of  Wales  to  one  uni- 
forme  government,  and  to  be 
governed  by  one  generall  lawe, 
and  that  as  neere  as  might  be 
to  the  lawes  then  ufed  within  the 
realme  of  England,  yet  is  it  not 
the  common  lawe  pradlized  in 
foe  francke  and  free  a  courfe  in 
Penbroke,  as  the  fame  was  be¬ 
fore  the  fayd  flatutes,  for  that 
for  many  things  we  are  in  ge¬ 


nerall  wordes  included  with 
other  partes  of  Wales,  which 
before  that  tyme  was  not  iheere 
ground,  and  referred  for  ori- 
ginall  writs,  proceffe,  pleadings, 
and  fome  other  matters  to  the 
forme  ufed  in  the  three  fheeres 
of  North  Wales,  which  parte 
of  Wales  was  reduced  into 
fheeres  the  12th  yeare  of  king 
Edward  the  lft,  who,  in  the 
eleventh  yeare  of  his  raigne, 
flewe  Llewhelyn  ap  Griffith,  the 
laft  Prince  of  Wales,  of  the 
Britifh  lyne,  and  tooke  the  prin¬ 
cipalities  of  Wales  into  his  pof- 
feffion,  and  in  the  12th  yeare  of 
his  raigne,  made  the  flatutes  of 
Ruthlan,  called  Statuta  Wallke, 
whereby  he  divideth  that  parte 
of  Wales,  which  was  in  the 
poffcffion  of  the  fayd  Llywhelin 
at  his  death,  into  fheeres  after 
the  manner  of  England,  and 
ordayned  officers  therein,  as  in 
M  4  fheeres 
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flieeres  of  England,  as  fheriffes, 
bailiffes,  coroners,  &c.  and 
ordayned  tlie  common  lawe 
of  England  to  be  pradfifed  there, 
in  fuch  forte  as  is  layd  down  by 
the  faid  Ratute,  which  could 
not  then  be  induced  in  foe  full 
manere  as  it  was  ufed  throwe- 
out  the  realme,  but  was  forced 
to  conforme  his  ordinances,  ap- 
pliable  to  the  then  Rate  of  the 
countrey,  and  as  the  nature  and 
condition  of  the  people  might 
beR  endure  it,  and  fo  it  con¬ 
tinued  untill  the  27th  of  Henry 
8th.  But  long  before  the  time 
of  the  fayd  king  Edward  the  1  ft, 
Penbrokefhire  had  been  fubdued 
by  Strongbowe,  our  firft  Earle 
(viz.)  in  the  tyme  of  king 
Henry  the  firR,  furnamed  Reau- 
clerke,  and  by  him  made  a 
countie,  and  the  lawes  of  Eng¬ 
land  fully  and  abfolutelie  brought 
by  him,  and  foe  pradtifed  and 
ufed  there  without  any  altera¬ 
tion  or  diminution  thereof;  and 
foe  it  continued  untill  the  fayd 
27  Hen.  8th,  when  all  the  reft 
'  of  Wales  was  made  fhire  ground, 
where  in  many  things,  we  of 
Penbrokefhire,  for  conformitie 
to  be  had  in  government  throwe- 
out  Wales,  were  referred  in 
many  pointes  to  the  ufe  and 
cuftomes  of  the  three  flieeres  of 
North  Wales ;  foe  that  to  bring 
our  neighbour  fheeres  more 
Englifh,  we  were  forced  to  be¬ 
come  more  Welfh  ;  and  truly, 


this  hath  bredd,  and  Rill  doth 
foRer  inconveniences  to  us  of 
Penbrokefhire,  in  the  admini- 
Rration  of  lawes  fitter  to  be 
concealed  then  opened  in  this 
place. 

But  to  come  to  my  purpofe, 
we  have  now  the  felfsame  prac- 
tifed  in  Penbrokfheere  as  ufed  in 
the  12  fheeres  of  Wales,  by  the 
fayd  Ratutes  of  Hen.  8th,  which 
in  effedt  are  the  common  lawes 
of  England,  faving,  in  foine 
few  pointes  where  it  differeth  as 
well  by  the  fayd  referment  to 
the  cuRomes  of  North  Wales, 
as  in  fome  alterations  by  the 
fayd  two  Ratutes  of  king  Henry 
the  8  th. 

And  firfi,  in  generall,  we 
tafie,  with  the  refi  of  England, 
of  the  rule  and  government  of 
the  high  court  of  parliament ; 
and  have,  by  the  faid  Ratutes  of 
Hen.  the  8th,  place  and  voice 
in  parliament  as  other  fheeres  of 
England,  differing  onely  in  this, 
that  we  fend  but  one  knight  for 
everv  Riire,  and  one  burgeffe 
for  all  the  boroughes  of  the 
fheere;  whereas,  every  flieere 
in  England  have  two  knights, 
and  every  ancient  borough,  two 
burgeffes ;  and  the  Rate  and 
povertie  of  our  foure  cities  in 
Wales,  being  then  well  knowne 
to  the  king  and  counfell,  they 
fend  noe  citizens  to  the  parlia¬ 
ment. 
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ment.  This  freedome  wc  now 
have,  which  was  not  permitted 
to  Welfhmen  before,  neither 
were  we  fubject  to  the  ftatutes 
of  England. 

W e  are  alfoe  fythens  the 
fayd  ftatutes  and  ordinances  for 
Wales  growne  fubjedl  to  the 
authority  of  the  Courtes  of 
Starre  Chamber,  Cancerie,  and 
Courte  of  Requeftes,  at  Weft- 
minfter,  by  what  means  I  knowe 
not,  quia  non  fuit  Jic  abinitio , 
neither  are  there  any  wordes  in 
thofe  ftatutes  to  that  eftedt.  We 
are  alfoe  forced  to  be  fubjedt  to 
the  Courtes  of  Exchequer,  at 
Weft  minder,  wherein  it  is 
thought  of  feme,  that  the  fub- 
jedfes  of  W  ales  are  much 
wronged,  and  the  Prince  no¬ 
thing  furthered,  but  rather  hin¬ 
dered  ;  for,  by  thofe  ftatutes, 
there  is  an  Exchequer  erected  in 
every  three  fheeres  of  Wales, 
and  officers  appointed  for  the 
king’s  receipts,  and  adwarding 
furth  of  procefle  againft  all 
farmers,  accomptants,  and  deb¬ 
tors  of  the  king’s  to  appeare 
before  them  in  theire  Exchequer, 
where  the  king’s  debts  out  of 
Wales  are  better  payed  then  at 
Weftminfter ;  and  yet  is  there 
yearly  proces  fent  down  from 
W eftminfter  into  every  fheere  in 
Wales,  foe  that  the  Exchequers 
here  eredled,  for  the  eafe  of  the 


fubjedts  of  W ales, are  places  onely 
fo  named,  but  not  pradtifed. 

Alfoe  the  Court  of  Wardes 
and  Liveries  at  Weftminfter, 
doth  alfoe  calle  all  wardes  in 
Wales  to  fue  furth  theire  liveries 
thereof,  to  fue  furth  commif- 
ftons,  pojl  montem ,  and  all  in- 
quifttions  are  returned  into  the 
Chancery  at  Weftminfter  ; 
whereas,  in  all  kings  tymes  be¬ 
fore  the  fayd  ftatute,  and  long 
after,  we  of  Penbrokefhire  did 
all  thefe  things  at  home  in  the 
Exchequer  of  Penbroke,  which, 
if  it  were  yet  foe  ufed,  were 
more  eafe  for  the  fubjedte,  and 
would  prove  farr  more  benefi¬ 
cial  for  the  Prince,  as  I  can 
make  evident  by  playne  proofe, 
and  yet  there  are  noe  words  in 
the  fayd  ftatutes  to  force  us  to 
this  matter,  onely  ufe  is  that 
hath  induced  this. 

We  are  alfoe  fubjedf  to  the 
Comtes  of  King’s  Bench,  and 
Common  Pleas,  in  fome  efpe- 
ciall  matter  of  debt,  and  for 
ftatutes  and  recognizances,  but 
not  in  any  other  matters. 

W e  are  alfoe  governed  by  the 
Lord  Preftdent  and  Councell  of 
the  Marches,  as  all  the  13 
ilrires  of  Wales  are,  and  the 
four  fheeres  of  the  Marches, 
which  Lord  Preftdent  and  Conn- 
cell,  have  the  authority  of  the 

Starre 
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Starre  Chamber  and  Chancery  ; 
which  court,  in  fome  things, 
veeldeth  great  eafe  and  benefit 

J  o 

to  the  fubjedf  of  Wales,  al¬ 
though,  in  fome  other  things, 
they  feele  grief. 

But  to  come  neere  home,  all 
pleas  of  the  crown,  as  apeles, 
indictments  of  murder,  rape, 
felonies,  and  trefpaffes,  &c. 
Pleas  reall  and  mixt  for  lands 
are,  and  muff  be  fued  at  home 
in  the  fibre;  neither  have  the 
courts  at  Weftminfter  any  auto- 
ritie  in  anv  of  thefe  matters  ;  but 
all  muft  be  begun,  pleaded,  and 
tried  within  the  fibre,  (errors 
oneiy  excepted)  which  in  real 
and  mixt  caufes,  the  King’s 
Benche;  in  perfonall,  the  Coun¬ 
fell  of  the  Marches  have  to  de¬ 
termine.  But  all  other  actions, 
perfonall  and  mixt,  are,  and 
muft  be  fued  at  home,  in  the 
great  feftions,  and  there  to  be 
tryed  without  apele,  or  remov¬ 
ing  to  any  higher  court,  which 
is  the  greateft  benefit  that  we  of 
Wales  enjoy  above  all  other  the 
fubjedts  of  the  realme  ;  whereas 
many  other  partes  of  this  realme 
have  it  as  the  proverb  is,  44  farre 
fett  and  deere  bought. ?> 


We  have  alfoe  Sheriftes 
yeerely  of  our  owne  country¬ 
men,  who  execute  all  the  judg¬ 
ments  and  precepts  of  the  lawe, 
which  fherifFe  is  ordayned  and 
eredled  by  the  fayd  ftatutes  of 
King  Hen.  the  8th,  to  be  yeerely 
charged  and  chofen  by  the  king 
himfelfe,  and  his  counfell; 
whereas,  before  it  was  fheere 
ground,  we  had  a  fherifFe  which 
ufed  the  office  by  patent  for 
tenne  of  life,  and  for  the  better 
memorial  of  fuch  gentlemen  as 
have  borne  that  office  ftthence 
it  came  to  be  fibre  ground,  I 
will  here  infert  a  *  catalogue  of 
the  names  of  ail  thofe  that  have 
been  fheriffes  in  Penbroke  fheere 
ftthence  the  fayd  ftatute  of  fibre 
ground,  and  place  them  in  or¬ 
der  as  they  fucceeded.  #  * 

***%%%%** 

We  have  alfoe  by  the  faid 
ftatutes  of  Hen.  the  8th,  juftices 
of  the  peace,  of  gentlemen  of 
the  fibre,  which  are  appointed 
by  the  Lord  Chancelor,  or  Lord 
Keeper,  by  the  advice  of  the 
Lord  Preftdent,  and  Councell, 
and  Juftices  of  Affizes  of  Wales, 
and  they  have  their  commiffions 


*  My  anceftor  having  left  behind  him  a  lift  of  the  Sheriffs  of  the  3  counties  of  Pen- 
broke,  Carmarthen,  and  Cardigan,  to  his  time,  interfperfed  with  feveral  curious 
biograghxcal  anecdotes,  which  I  have  been  at  fome  pains  to  continue,  on  the  fame 
plan,  to  the  prefent  time ;  I,  therefore,  purpofe  by  omiting,  in  this  place,  the  names 
of  fuch  as  had  ferved  the  office  of  Sheriff  for  Pembrokefliire,  from  its  commencement 
to  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  when  the  above  hiftory  was  com¬ 
piled,  propofing  foon  to  give  my  collections  on  that  fubjeft  to  the  publick,  having 
found  an  appropriate  vehicle  in  the  Cambrian  Regifter, 
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under  the  great  feale  of  England. 
Of  thefe  were  none  in  Wales, 
before  the  ftatutes  of  Hen.  the 
8th,  but  are  onely  ordayned  and 
eredted  by  the  fame  ;  for  before 
that  tyme,  fecuritie  of  the  peace 
was  had  before  the  ftewardes  of 
lordlhippes  royall,  either  by 
precept,  or  by  writt  to  the 
fheriffe.  Thefe  juftiees  keepe 
feffions  of  the  peace  quarterly, 
and  doe  appoint  conilables  of 
hundreds,  as  is  ufed  in  England, 
and  in  all  things  exercife  theire 


office  as  juftiees  of  the  peace 
doe  in  England.  The  number 
of  thefe  juftices  of  the  peace  are 
more  or  lels,  as  pleafeth  the 
Lord  Keeper,  or  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  to  alter  or  appointe  ;  but 
the  number  now  inhabiting 
within  the  (hire  are  19,  beftdes 
the  9  firft,  who  are  cheeffe  of¬ 
ficers  of  ftate,  or  els  of  the 
counfell  of  the  Marches,  and  of 
courfe,  put  in  every  commiffion 
whofe  names  I  have  thought 
good  to  infert  here. 


I  QUORUM. 

q.  1.  Thomas  Egerton  Miles,  Cuftos  M.  S.  Angliae, 

q.  2.  Thomas  Dnus.  Buckhurft,  Thes.  Angliae. 

q.  3.  Edward  Dnus  Zouch,  Dnus  Prelidens  Wallias. 

q.  4.  Anthonius  Epus  Meneveniis. 

q.  5.  Richardus  Lewkener  Miles,  Juftic.  Ceftriae. 

q.  6.  Ricardus  Atkins,  7  Juftic.  Magnse  Sefs.  Comitat 

q.  7.  Willielmus  Oldifworth,  3  Penbrock. 

q.  8.  Willus  Leighton,  Ar. 

q.  9.  Henry  Townfend,  Ar. 

q.  1.  Georgius  Owen,  Ar. 

q.  2.  Jacobus  Perrot,  Ar.  Cuftos.  Rot, 

q.  3.  Johannes  Wogan,  Ar. 

4.  Willus  Wogan,  Ar. 
q.  5.  Johes  Philipps,  Ar. 
q.  6.  Alban  Hepneth,  Ar. 
q.  7.  Willus  Bradfhaw^,  Ar, 
cj.  8.  Thos.  Lloyd,  Ar. 
q.  9.  Thos.  Jones,  de  Armefton,  An 

10.  Henricus  Adams,  Ar, 

,  »  *  3 

11.  Edmundus  Winftanley,  Ar. 
q.  12.  Hugo  Butler,  Ar. 

13.  Johes  Owen  Philipps,  An 

14.  Willus  Warren,  Ar. 

q.  15. 
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q.  15  Thos.  Canon,  Ar. 

16.  Henricus  White,  Ar. 

17.  Devereux  Barrett,  Ar. 

18.  Nicolaus  Adams,  Ar. 

19.  Thomas  ap  Rice,  Ar. 

The  Sheriffe  hath  alfoe  a 
countie  court  erected,  to  be 
kept  monethly,  for  matters  de¬ 
terminable  in  the  fame. 

There  are  alfoe  two  coroners 

\ 

in  this  as  in  every  other  flieere 
in  W ales,  chofen  by  the  com¬ 
mons  of  the  fhire,  by  the  king’s 
writt  obtayned  furth  under  the 
great  feale  ;  and  alfoe  an  efehetor 
yerely  chofen,  whofe  patent  is 
alfoe  under  the  great  feale  ;  thefe 
two  lad:  officers  were  alfoe  here 
in  Penbrokefheere  before  it  be¬ 
came  flieere  ground  ;  but  then 
they  held  theire  offices  for  life, 
as  I  fayd  before  of  the  fheriffie. 
Pettie  conftables  are  alfoe  in  eve- 
rie  parifhe  or  lymite,  as  the 
fame  is  knowne  by  ancient  cuf- 
tome,  which  is  an  ancient  of¬ 
ficer  from  the  beginning,  and 
not  eredted  nor  fpoken  of  in  the 
new  ftatutes  of  Hen:  the  8th. 

The  fhire  is  alfoe  divided  into 
divers  lordfhipps  or  feignories, 
fome  large,  fome  leffier,  in 
which  are  court  barons  holden 
de  quindena  in  quindenam  for 
triall  of  fmall  matters ;  and  a 
leete  courte  twife  every  yeare 


for  punifhment  of  common 
enormities. 

The  townes  alfoe,  being  cor¬ 
porations,  have  refpedlively 
courtes  of  recorde  for  tryall  of 
perfonall  adlions  of  whatfumme 
foever,  before  the  cheefFe  officers 
there,  and  out  of  all  thefe  courtes 
in  the  countrey  before  named, 
all  matters  are  removeable  to 
the  fayd  greate  feffions,  and  not 
elfwhere,  by  writt  of  Corpus  cum 
caufa ,  certiorari ,  recordare, 
falfe  judgment  or  error,  as  the 
cafe  requireth,  and  this  in  effedl 
is  the  fubffance  of  all  the  tern- 
porall  government,  as  the  fame 
is  ufed  in  Penbrokefhire  at  this 
day. 

Next  unto  the  temporall  go¬ 
vernment  aforefayd,  for  the  pre¬ 
ferring  of  the  life,  lands,  and 
goods  of  the  people,  cometh  in 
courffi  to  fpeake  of  the  lawe 
maritime  and  civil,  ufed  within 
the  fayd  county,  which  caufes 
civill  and  marytime,  confifl  of 
two  kindes,  that  is,  of  caufes 
criminall  and  civill ;  of  caufes 
criminally  as  treafons,  fellonies, 
robberies,  murders,  confede¬ 
racies, 
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racies,  fpoiles,  piracies,  confpi- 
racies,  anti  all  other  offences 
don  or  committed  within  the 
jurifdidtion  of  the  King’s  Admi¬ 
ralty  of  England  ;  that  is,  of  all 
thofe  and  the  like  offences  don 
in  or  upon  the  mayne  fea,  or  in 
any  creke,  arme,  or  branch  of 
the  fame  ;  or  within  the  full  fea 
marke,  and  beneath  or  be- 
tweene  the  fTrft  bridge  and  the 
fea  ;  and  for  the  hearing  and  de¬ 
termining  all  thefe  and  the  like 
offences  ;  as  alfoe,  for  any  of¬ 
fence  don  againft  moll  of  the 
penall  ffatutes  of  this  realme  ; 
and  for  the  obfervation  of  the 
peace  within  the  admirali’s  ju- 
rifdi£tion  aforefayd ;  there  are 
fpeciall  juftices  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  made  by  commiffion 
under  the  great  feale  of  England, 
who,  by  force  thereof,  keepe 


feffions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer , 
and  of  goale  delivery,  and  there 
are  all  the  fayd  offences  heard, 
tried,  and  adjudged,  according 
to  the  courfe  of  the  common 
lawes  of  this  realme,  and  of  the 
lawes  civill  and  maritime,  and 
according  to  the  lawes  of  the  Ad- 
miraltie  of  England,  and  for  the 
fpeedy  triall  of  prifoners  and  de¬ 
livery  of  the  gaole ;  for  thefe 
offences  a  commiffion  always  is 
extant  in  the  countrey ;  and  as 
before  I  have  done  for  fheriffes 
and  juftices  of  the  peace,  I  will 
lay  down  the  names  of  juftices 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  for 
maryne  caules  within  the  coun¬ 
ties  of  Penbrok,  Carmarthen, 
and  Cardigan,  by  commiffion, 
dated  27  Maii.  An°.  Reg:  Regi- 
iicE,  Eliz:  &c.  40, 


q.  Charles,  Earle  of  Nottingham,  Lord  Eligh  Admirall  of  England, 
q.  Henry,  Earle  of  Penbrok,  Lord  President  of  Wales,  and 
Vice  Admiral  in  So:  Wales. 

q.  Julius  Caffar,  Doctor  of  Lawes,  Judge  of  the  High  Court  of 
the  Admiralty  of  England, 
q.  Sir  Thomas  Jones,  Knc. 
q.  Sir  Jn°.  Wogan,  Knf. 
q.  David  Williams,  Serjeant  at  Lawe. 

q.  Francis  Burton,  Dr.  of  Lawes,  judge  of  the  Admiralty  in  the 
Countie  of  Penbroke. 

Geo:  Owen,  Efqr.  Deputy  Vice  Admirall  in  the  fayd  Counties, 
q.  Philip  J  ones,  Batchelor  of  Lawes. 

Jones  Philipps,  Efqr. 

Francis  Meyrick,  Efqr. 

Thomas  Re  veil,  Efqr. 


Alban 
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Alban  Stepneth,  Efqr. 

James  Rydderch,  Efqr. 

The  Maior  of  the  Town  of  Tenby  for  the  time  being. 


Hugh  Butler,  Efqr. 

Nicholas  Adams,  Efqr< 
q.  Richard  Grafton,  Efqr. 

John  ap  Rees,  Efqr. 

James  Reade,  Efqr. 

Bevereux  Barrett,  Efqr. 

For  caufes  civill  there  is  a  vice 
admirall  appointed  over  all  South 
Wales,  who  hath  deputies  under 
him,  who  have  commiffion  to 
deale  in  all  caufes  of  the  AdmE 
raltie,  and  to  determine  all 
caufes  civill  arifing  between  par- 
tie  and  partie,  and  to  keepe 
courtes  for  try  all  thereof  ;  as 
alfoe  of  enquirie  of  caufes  cri- 
minall,  and  for  that  thefc  caufes 
marityme  are  determinable  by 
the  lawes  civill;  there  is  alfoe 
affigned  a  judge  of  the  Admi¬ 
rable,  learned  in  the  civill  lawes, 
in  thefe  partes  of  Wales,  who 
alfoe  keepeth  courts  for  triall  of 
caufes ;  and  beiides  there  is  a 
regifter  and  ferjeant  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  fubflituted  for  the  ferv- 
ing  of  thefe  courtes  and  officers, 
which  court  of  the  Admiralty 
hath  to  determine  all  caufes 
concerning  the  fraighting  of 
-ftiipps  and  veffels,  all  contra&s, 
debts,  accompts,  flrifes,  and 
trefpaffes,  ariling  or  made  within 
the  full  fea  rnarke,  or  bargaines, 
and  contra61es,  made  or  to  be 
performed  beyond  the  feas and 


to  the  Lord  Admirall  belonged! 
all  traytours  and  felons  goodes, 
or  felons  of  themfelves,  and 
deodands,  wreck,  flottfon,  jett- 
fon,  and  lagan,  fhackfeyes,  and 
treafure  trove,  had  or  found 
within  the  admiral!  jurifdidion  ; 
alfoe,  he  is  to  enquire  of  an¬ 
chorage,  laftage,  and  balafl  ; 
and  laffcly,  the  admirall  and  his 
deputies,  is  coroner  within  his 
authoritie,  and  to  take  inquifi- 
tion  fuper  vifum  corporis  of  per- 
fons  drowned,  killed,  or  other-* 
wife  dying  within  the  fayd  ju- 
rifdiction.  But  for  that  fewe 
or  noe  matters  arife  in  this 
countie  concerning  the  fame, 
there  are  fewe  or  noe  dealings 
pradfifed  in  that  behalf  in  the 
countrey,  and  the  officers  little 
or  nothing  occupied  therein. 

Laftly,  as  concerning  eccle- 
fiafticall  government  and  jurif- 
didlion :  this  countie  of  Pen- 
broke  is  within  the  dioces  of 
St.  Davids,  and  province  of 
Canterbury,  who  execute  the 
authoritie  ecciefiafticall  over  the 

fubjedles 
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fubjedles  of  this  countie.  The 
i  archbifhop  hath  his  primer  vi- 
fitation  the  fir  ft  yeare  of  his 
:  confecration,  and  during  that 
i  yeare,  receaveth  all  civill  caufes 
to  be  determined  before  him,  and 
hath  procurations  of  the  clergie, 

!  and  hath  the  like  upon  the  death  of 
every  bifhop  within  his  province. 
The  bifhop  alfoe  hath  under 
him  officialls  or  commiffioners, 
to  execute  the  law,  civill  and 
canon,  at  home,  among  the 
people  in  each  archdeaconrie, 
who  heareth  and  determineth 
caufes  of  tythe,  matrimonies 
and  teftamentarie,  and  of  like 
nature,  as  alfoe  criminally  to 
punifh  inceft,  adultery,  forni¬ 
cations,  herefies,  fimony,  ufurye, 
perjurve,  and  fuch  like , offences 
i  againft  the  lawes,  civill  and 
i  canon ;  they  alfoe  receave  pro- 
t  bats  of  teftaments,  and  grant 
Ires  of  adminiftration  and  colli- 
gend  :  the  countie  of  Penbroke, 
is,  for  the  moft  part,  within 
l  the  archdeaconrie  of  St.  Davids, 
which  is  fubdivided  into  deanryes, 
which,  in  tymes  paft,  had  eche 
of  them  denes  rurall,  who  exe¬ 
cuted  the  authoritie  fpirituall 
within  their  feverall  deaneries, 
by  commiffion  from  the  bifhop 
of  die  dioces,  as  I  do  finde,  by 
divers  letters  of  adminifiration 
and  probations  of  teftaments  in 
old  tyme ;  but  this  hath  been 
reduced  and  given  to  one  com- 
miftary  wholly,  who  deajeth 


with  one,  and  fome  tymes  two 
archdeconryes.  The  names  of 
the  deanryes  in  the  countie  of 
Penbrok  and  archdeconry  of 
St.  Davids,  are  thefe  that  fol¬ 
low  : 

Deanery  of  Pebidiawke,  dean¬ 
ery  of  Dongleddv,  denrey  of 
Rowfe,  denerey  of  Penbroke* 
and  fome  few  parifties  of  the 
archdeaconry  of  Carmarthen, 
are  in  Penbrokeftiire.  Alfoe 
the  denry  of  Kernes,  and  half 
the  denry  of  Einlyn,  (viz.)  If- 
keach,  are  in  Penbrokefhire,  and 
in  the  ardeaconrie  of  Cardigan. 

And  now  as  concerning  the 
government  militaire,  the  fame 
in  former  tymes  was  for  arming, 
muftering,  and  levying  of  men, 
done  as  in  the  reft  of  the  fibres 
of  England  and  Wales,  either 
by  commiffion  or  letters  to  the 
ftiiref  and  juftices  of  the  peace 
of  the  countie  directed  from 
the  higher  powers,  untill  the 
29th  yeare  of  Queene  Elizabeth, 
that  all  W ales  and  the  Marches 
was  committed  to  the  govern- 
ment  of  a  lord  lieutenant,  and 
when  as  Henry  late  Earle  of 
Penbrok,  then  lord  prefident, 
was  made  alfoe  lord  lieutenant 
by  her  majeftie’s  letters  patents, 
who  for  that  he  could  not  attend 
the  execution  of  foe  great  a 
charge  in  his  owne  perfon,  in 
foe  many  {hires,  it  pleafed  her 

majeftv, 


thorife  the  faid  Earle  ol  Pen- 
brok,  to  make  choice  of  certaine 
principall  gentlemen  in  every 
countie,  to  be  his  deputies,  to 
exercile  the  fayd  office  of  lieu- 
tenancie  in  his  abience,  where¬ 
upon  the  faid  Earle,'  by  com- 
miffion,  under  his  lordfhip’s  feale 
of  arrnes,  dated  the  9th  of  April], 
An0.  Eliz.  29th,  did  nominate 
and  apointe  Sir  Thomas  Perrott, 
Knh  and  George  O  wen,  Eiqr. 
to  be  his  deputies,  within  the 
countie  of  Penbrok,  and  all  pri- 
vi! edged  places  within  the  fame 
countie,  joyning  with  them  the 
mayor  of  tire  towne  and  countie 
of  Haverfordweft,  for  the  tyme 
being,  whom  he  alfoe  made  his 
deputie  with  them,  in  the  fayde 
towne  and  county  of  Haverford¬ 
weft  onely,  and  gave  them,  his 
fayd  deputies,  his  abfolute  power 
to  execute  all  things  in  his  ab- 
fens,  who,  thereupon,  according 
to  inftrudtions  from  her  majeftie, 
viewed  the  forces  and  people  of 
the  countrey,  and  reduced  the 
number  of  500  into  trayned 
bands,  under  feven  captaines, 
which  were  trayned  and  inftruc- 
ted  in  feats  of  warre,  and  ufe  of 
theire  weapons  for  the  defence 
of  the  realme,  by  a  mufter- 
mafter  chofen  for  his  {kill,  for 
that  purpofe  ;  which  number  of 
500  trayned  men,  although  the 
fame  exceeded  the  abilitie  of  the 
fhire,  being  but  fmalle,  poore, 


and  weak  of  manred,  yet  were 
they  forced  foe  to  doe  for  theire 
owne  defence,  being  a  county 
moil;  fubjedt  to  invafion,  by 
reafon  of  Milford  Haven,  for  in 
the  year  following,  being  1688, 
the  Spaniards  then  having  vo¬ 
mited  their  malice,  to  the  view 
of  all  men,  the  country  men 
of  themfelves  entering  into  con- 
fi deration  of  the  imminent  perill 
they  were  fubjecf  unto,  were 
forced  to  their  great  charge,  and 
impoverifhment,  to  augment  the 
number  of  their  trayned  banas. 
And  for  that  afterwards,  queflion 
arofe,  whether  her  majefties 
letters,  under  her  fignett,  were 
fufficient  warrant  to  the  fayd 
Earls  of  Penbroke  to  appointe 
deputies,  it  pleafed  her  majeftie 
by  advife  of  her  councell,  to  re- 
newe  the  fayd  Earles  comiffiion 
of  lieutenancy,  under  the  great 
feal  of  England,  dated  2d  De- 
cembris,  An0,  regni  fui  30,  and 
therein  to  give  him  audloritie 
to  name  thofe  gentlemen  by 
name,  whom  he  before  had  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  foe  the  fayd  Sir 
Thomas  Perrott,  and  George 
Owen,  were  by  her  majefties 
letters  patents  aforefayd,  ap¬ 
pointed  deputy  lieutenantes  of 
the  fayd  countie  of  Penbrok, 
which  deputie  lieutenants  con¬ 
tinued  theire  place  till  the  troubles 
of  Sir  John  Perrott,  when,  by 
meanes  of  Sir  Chriftopher  Hat¬ 
ton,  An\  Eliz.  32,  1590,  Sir 

Edward 


176  CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796. 
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Edward  Stradling,  Sir  William 
Herbert,  Knts.  Thomas  Man- 
fell,  and  Richard  Baffett,  Efqls. 
of  Glamorganfhire,  were  ap¬ 
pointed  deputie  lieutenants  of 
this  countie,  who  foe  continued 
i  untill  the  25th  of  October,  An0. 

;  Regni  Regins  Eliz.  37°,  that 
i  Sir  John  Wogan,  Knc.  George 
|  Owen,  Thos.  Re  veil,  and  Fran- 
i  cis  Meyrick,  Efqrs.  were  ap- 
i  pointed  deputie  lieutenants,  un¬ 
der  the  great  feale,  within  the 
fayd  countie,  under  the  fayd 
Earle,  who  fo  continued  untill 
the  19th  day  of  January,  1600, 
that  the  fayd  Earle  of  Penbrok 

j 

j  died,  by  whole  death  theire 
authorities  ceafed  ;  after  whofe 
.death  Edward  Lord  Zouche  was 
made  lord  prelident  of  the  coun- 
:  fell  of  the  Marches,  and  had 
i  commiffion  to  be  lord  lieuten- 
i  ant  of  Wales,  dated  20'h  Julii, 
i  An0.  Regins  Eliz.  44°.  and  then 
i  were  appointed  deputy  lieuten¬ 
ants  of  this  countie,  William 
•Wogan,  George  Owen,  and 
!  Alban  Stepneth,  Efqrs.  Unto 
thefe  deputies  was  the  care  and 
charge  of  all  matters  martiall 
and  militarie  committed  ;  who 
according  to  the  uttermoft  abilitie 
of  the  countrey  and  people,  tooke 
care  therein;  having;  alfoe  a 
i  well  pradfifed  gentleman  ap- 
|  pointed  for  muffer-malfer  of  the 
fame  countie,  to  inhrudl  the 
trayned  bands  in  marfhall  dis¬ 
cipline,  who  hath  his  pay  of 
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£. 30  per  annum,  of  the  coun¬ 
trey.  There  are  alfoe  two  com¬ 
mon  {lore  houfes  of  armour, 
powder,  and  {hot,  carefully 
looked  unto,  and  attended  by 
two  feverall  ftipendiane  ar¬ 
mourers,  payd  alfoe  by  the 
countrey,  all  which,  as  one 
united  bodie,  joyne  in  care  and 
readinefs  for  defence  of  their 
countrey  and  fervice,  when  oc- 
cafion  {hall  require,  to  the  utter- 
mofr,  and  fomewhat  beyonde 
theire  power  and  abilities,  being 
more  forward  in  heart,  then  able 
in  purfe,  wiihing  that  their 
neighbours,  by  whom  in  perill 
they  mud  be  feconded,  would 
example  themfelves  herein,  by 
this  poore  and  little  fheere. 

The  confequence  of  Mil¬ 
ford  Haven  to  the  realm,  doth 
not  feem  to  have  been  diffident¬ 
ly  confidered,  otherwife  more 
would  be  done  for  its  defence 
and  improvement ;  for  I  have 
been  informed  by  an  experi¬ 
enced  officer,  grown  grey  in  the 
fervice  of  his  country,  that  in 
cafe  of  Ireland  being  ever  in¬ 
vaded  and  difmembered,  it 
would  be  impoffible  for  the  enemy 
long  to  hold  it  without  fecuring 
Milford,  which  would  be  their 
great  aim,  fo  that  it  behoves 
government  to  take  every  ftep 
to  prevent  its  falling  into  their 
hands  in  fuch  event ;  and  it 
likewife  was  his  opinion,  if  they 
N  ever 
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ever  fhould  attempt  it,  they 
would  begin  by  a  defcent  on  the 
coafl  about  Cardigan,  or  New¬ 
port,  to  throw  the  country  into 
alarm,  that  fo  the  Haven  might 
be  left  defencelefs,  and  an  eafier 
prey. — My  author,  to  his  praife 
be  it  fpoken,  in  his  time,  la¬ 
boured  this  point  mo  ft  indefatig- 
ably,  as  it  appears  by  feveral 
original  papers  and  letters,  now 
in  my  hands,  which  paffed  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  min  filers  of 
the  queen,  where  he  difcovers 
great  love  of  his  country,  and 
much  knowledge  of  the  bufi- 
nefs  he  interefted  himfelf  in ;  and 
it  were  to  be  wiftied,  that  the 
fame  fpirit  of  patriotifm  would 
move  our  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment  to  revive  a  fubjedl  which 
fo  nearly  concerns  them,  as  well 
as  the  kingdom  at  large.  Our 
great  poet  Shakfpeaf,  puts  in 
the  mouth  of  one  of  his  charac¬ 
ters,  thefe  words.  “  How  came 
Wales  to  be  bleft  with  fuch  a 
Haven  ;1  but  if  it  be  not  foon 
properly  attended  to,  this  boafted 
Haven  may  prove  other  than  a 
bleffing  to  poor  Wales.  And 
here  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  in- 
fert  a  remonhrance  touching 
the  defencelefs  hate  of  the  faid 
harbour,  one  of  the  documents 
above  mentioned,  and  which 
may  be  faid  to  have  paved  the 
way  for  all  the  others. 


“  Right  honourable  and  our 
lingular  good  lords ;  the  bounden 
duty  we  owe  to  her  majefty,  the 
confcience  wre  have  for  the  fafe- 
guard  of  the  whole  realme,  and 
the  care  that  in  nature,  and  rea- 
fon,  we  carry  of  this  our  coun¬ 
try,  have  emboldened  us  to  offer 
this  difcourfe  unto  your  honour, 
concerning  the  fafety  of  them, 
and  us  all. 

“  It  becometh  us  not  to  fear, 
neither  do  we  doubt  of  the  wife 
and  good  conhderation,  that  you 
and  the  reft  of  the  lords  of  her 
majefty’s  mod  honourable  privy 
council  have  had,  and  fhall  have 
for  the  preservation  of  her  ma¬ 
jefty  and  the  realm ;  but,  yet, 
fearing  your  want  of  due  in¬ 
formation  touching  the  eftate  of 
Milford  Haven,  and  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  partes,  it  may  pleafe  you  to 
underhand',  that  the  Haven  it- 
felf,  being  neither  barred  to 
hinder  entry,  nor  to  be  embayed 
to  lett  iffue  forth,  is  a  fufficient 
harborow  for  an  infinite  number 
of  fhips,  which  haven  being 
once  gotten  by  the  enemy,  may 
draw  on  fuch  fortification  at 
Pembroke  town  and  cable, 
handing  upon  a  main  rock,  and 
upon  a  creek  of  the  haven,  and 
the  town  and  eahle  of  Tenby, 
with  other  places  near  unto 
them,  as  infinite  numbers  of 
men,  and  great  expence  oftrea- 
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fure,  will  hardly,  in  a  long  time, 
.remove  the  enemy,  during  which 
i  time  her  majefty  fhall  lofe  a  fer¬ 
tile  country. 

“  Alfo,  it  is  to  be  remembered, 
that  the  foil  near  the  fayd  haven 
i  yieldeth  corn  in  fuch  abundance 
as  w'ould  fuffice  to  maintain  a 
great  army ;  and  the  lea  coaft 
near  about  it,  yieldeth  great 
plenty  of  fifh:  the  haven  alfoe 
ftandeth  very  commodiouflv  to 
receive  victualls  from  France, 
Brittany,  or  Spaine ;  all  which 
things  may  be  an  occafion  to 
move  the  enemy  to  affedt  that 
place  before  others. 

* 4  And  alfoe,  there  are  inPen- 
brokefhire,  eighteen  cattles  ;  of 
which,  though  there  be  but  two 
i  or  three  in  reparation,  yet  are 
the  reft  places  of  great  ftrength, 
i  and  eafily  to  be  fortified  by  the 
enemy,  fome  of  which  are  fo 
feated  naturally  for  ftrength,  as 
they  feem  impregnable ;  alfo, 
there  are,  in  that  fibre,  to  be 
feen,  in  fundry  parts  thereof, 
i  divers  fconfes  or  forts  of  earth, 
railed  in  great  height,  with  great 
i  rampires  and  ditches  to  the 
number  of  26  or  27,  which,  in 
times  paft,  have  been  places  of 
ftrength  in  time  of  wars  ;  all 
which  cattles  and  fortes  would 
i  yeeld  great  advantage  to  the 


enemies,  to  ttrengthen  them- 
felves  in  fuch  fort  that  it  w7ould 
be  an  infinite  charge  to  remove 
them  from  thence. 

44  Again,  the  fame  is  fttuated 
within?  hours  failing  to  Water¬ 
ford,  and  Wexford,  in  Ireland, 
fo  that  the  enemy  having  inten¬ 
tion  to  invade  Ireland,  (and  by 
report  we  have  heard,  he  hath) 
this  harborowe,  in  this  haven, 
may  ferve  him  to  great  pur- 
pofe. 

44  Furthermore,  being  lord  (as 
it  were)  of  thefe  Teas,  by  pof- 
fefting  the  Haven,  w7hat  fpoil 
he  may  make  along  Severn,  on 
both  Tides,  even  to  Brlftol,  may 
be  eafily  conjectured.  And  if 
he  (which  God  forbid)  fhould 
enjoy  Brittany  withall,  our  Eng- 
lifh  merchants  can  have  noe 
trade,  which  will  decreafe  her 
highnefs’s  cuttoms,  and  decay 
the  navy. 

44  If  it  be  thought  that  he  may 
be  kept  from  landing,  neither 
the  force  of  men,  nor  furniture 
here,  will  ferve  the  turn,  con- 
ftdering  here  be  many  places 
where  he  may  eafily  land,  and 
he  may  come  upon  us  within 
half  a  day’s  failing,  we  having 
no  (hips  at  fea  to  defcry  him. 
And  how  thefe  our  fmall  forces 
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mav  be  in  readinefs  to  withftand 
him,  we  refer  to  your  honour’s 
judgment; 

“  Or,  if  it  t>e  thought  that  her 
majefty’s  navy  royal  be  able  to 
conquer  them*  being  once  in 
this  Haven,  (and  that  by  them 
fortified)  it  would  be  found  very 
hard,  by  reafocu  that  upon 
every  little  florin,  for  want  of 
other  harborowe,  or  bay,  to 
abide  in*  they  fhould  be  in  great 
danger  of  wrack,  and  no  land 
forces  are  able  to  expel  them  ; 
whereupon,  we  humbly  pray 
your  lordfhips  to  coniider,  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  not  expedient  for  the 
withftanding  of  the  enemy,  that 
he  obtain  not  this  harborowe, 
to  have  a  convenient  number  of 
fhips  of  war,  and  fortifications, 
to  defend  the  fame,  which  pre¬ 
paration  if  the  enemy  might 
perceive,  we  believe  verily  it 
would  alter  his  mind  from  ad¬ 
venturing  his  navy  upon  this 
coafh 

And,  whereas,  of  late  Mi\ 
Paul  Ivy,  was  lent  hitherto  fur- 
vey  the  Haven,  and  to  confide r 
of  fit  places  for  fortifications* 


what  report  he  hath  made  of 
his  opinion,  we  know  not ;  but 
fure  we  are,  that  his  abode 
about  that  fervice,  was  very 
fhort,  and  his  furvey  very  fpeed- 
ily  difpatched;  fo,  that  beca'ufe 
none  of  us  were  privy  to  Ins 
intent  or  coneeipt,  we  do  yet 
retain  fome  hope,  that  if  fome 
other  men  of  experience  were 
fent  down  hither*  to  confidcr  of 
all  the  faid  circumftances,  fome 
fuch  report  would  haply  be  made 
unto  your  honour,  and  the  reft, 
as  fome  better  event  might  en- 
fue,  for  the  fafety  of  this  poor 
country,  and  the  whole  realm  ; 
then  (as  for.  ought  we  know) 
hath  been  determined  upon, 
efpecially,  if  the  party  fhall  have 
inftrueftions  to  view  the  town 
and  caftle  of  Tenby,  being  a 
place  which  may  be  eaftly  made 
of  exceeding  ftrength,  and  was 
not  feen  by  Mr.  Ivy  *  nearer 
than  two  miles  diftance,  for 
ought  we  can  learn. 

t  t 

Thus  having,  we  hope,  dif— 
charged  the  duties  of  true  and 
faithful  iubje&s,  we  humbly 
commit  your  good  lordlhip,  and 
all  your  grave  counfels,  to  the 


&  At  a  place,  as  fome  pretend  to  fa}7,  on  what  authority  I  know  hot,  called  from 
him  Ivy  Tower }  now  the  refidence  of  William  Williams,  ElVjr.  where  it  was  believed 
the  voluptuous  furveyor  found  a  magnet  of  more  powerful  attraction  than  either  Mil¬ 
ford  or  Tenby, 


blefted 
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He  (fed  protection  and  direction  marthen,  the  8th  of  November, 
of  Almighty  God,  from  Car-  1595. 

Subfcrihed  thus. 

Your  Lordfhip’s  molt  humble  at  Command^ 

*  Anth.  Menev. 

John  W ogan, 

George  Owen, 

Francis  Meyrick, 

Alban  StepnethY 

Four  feveral  Letters,  verbatim.,  were  fent  to 

The  Lord  Keeper, 

The  Lord  Treafurer, 

The  Earl  of  EfTex, 

The  Lord  BuckhurlL 


And  a  copy  thereof  enclofed  in 
a  letter  to  my  Lord  of  Pembroke, 
fent  by  Robert  Davy,  Efq.  Re¬ 


ceiver  of  South  Wales,  to  be 
delivered  to  their  lordlhips. 


C  A  P.  XXL 


Of  the  Ufe,  Order ,  and  Forme  of  Conveyances  of  Lands  and  Tene - 
mentSy  ufed  in  ancient  Time  within  the  Count ie  of  Penhrok,  and  of 
divers  ancient  IFords  and  Phrafes  ufed  in  old  7 ymey  now  grown 
out  of  uje }  and  not  underflood ;  and  how  the  Conveyance  differs  at 
this  Day  from  that  of  ancient  Tyrne , 


HAYING  ben  occafioned 
to  viewe  and  perufe  many 
ancient  deedes,  writings,  and 
recordes,  concerning  landes  and 
tenements  in  Penbrokfheere,  I 
finde  in  many  thinges  much  dif¬ 


ference  in  the  forme  and  man¬ 
ner  of  conveyance  in  this  age, 
from  that  ufed  in  ancient  tyme, 
which  now  is  growen  ftrange, 
and  unknown  to  many  people 
at  this  day,  and  therefore  I 


*  Anthony  Rudd  was  at  that  time  Bifrop  of  St.  David's,  he  liyed  at  Aberglafuey$ 
ia  CarpaarUienlhire,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  Llangatheu. 
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thought  htt  to  fpeake  fomewhat 
thereof  in  this  treatife,  to  the 
ende  that  the  memorie  thereof 
might  not  decay,  as  alfoe  for 
the  better  underftanding  of  fome 
hrange  and  unufuall  termes  and 
phrafes  not  known  to  every 
clerke  of  this  age ;  about  the 
which  you  fhall  underhand, 
that  as  this  countrey  was  called 
Little  England  beyond  Wales , 
foe  had  it  in  ancient  tyme  re- 
ceaved  the  ordinarie  meanes  of 
conveyances  of  lands  then  ufed 
in  England.  For  whereas  the 
counties  of  Carmarthen  and 
Cardigan  being  the  next  fhires 
adjoining,  and  foe  the  moh 
parte  of  Wales  before  the  ha- 
tutes  of  27  and  34  of  Hen:  8th. 
(whereby  Wales  was  made  fhire 
ground)  all  lands  and  tenements 
pahed  by  furrender  in  the  lord’s 
court,  according  to  the  laws  of 
Howel  Da;  foe  that  in  thefe 
countreyes  you  fhall  hnde  noe 
deedes,  releafes,  fines,  or  reco¬ 
veries  of  any  lands,  before  the 
27th  of  Hen:  8th.  except  in  cer¬ 
tain  boroughes  and  Englifh. 
townes,  where  the  fame  was 
ufed  of  the  Englifh  people ;  yet 
ever  fithence  the  coming  hither 
of  Earle  Strongbowe  into  Pen- 
broke  fhire,  which,  as  I  fayd 
before,  was  in  Henry  the  firh 
his  tyme,  when  he  brought  with 
him  and  his  followers  the  ufe  of 
the  Englifh  lawes,  and  he  and 
liis  people  ufed  hence  to  pafle 


all  theire  land  according  to  the 
ceremonies  of  the  lawes  of  Eng¬ 
land  (viz.)  by  fines  and  reco¬ 
veries,  feoffments,  and  livery  of 
feifin  (laving  in  few  lordfhips 
where  the  ufe  of  copiehold  was 
induced,  and  foe  continued 
where  the  tenants  keepe  their 
old  cufloms  to  this  day,  and  doe 
paffe  all  lands  by  furrender  in 
courte,  as  in  many  lordfhips  is 
ufed  in  England) .  But  nowe  to 
fhewe  in  what  courtes,  by  what 
order,  and  with  what  termes 
and  phrafes  thefe  convayances 
pahed,  is  worth  the  knowing 
for  many  purpofes,  without  the 
knowledge  whereof  you  may 
perufe  many  deedes,  and  not 
underhand  the  meaning  of 
them. 

And  firft  you  fhall  know  that 
fines  and  recoveries  for  the  moft 
parte  pahed  in  the  countie  court 
of  Penbroke,  holden  before  the 
Reward  of  Penbroke,  the  fhe- 
riffe,  and  certaine  futers  of  the 
fayde  courte,  which  countie 
court  was  a  court  of  recorde, 
holding  all  manner  of  pleas  of 
the  crowne,  reall,  perfonall, 
and  mixed  ;  but  this  court,  upon 
the  bringing  in  of  fheere  ground, 
as  before  is  fhewed,  was  holden 
to  be  diholved,  and  hath  ever 
fithence  difeontinued,  and  in 
lue  thereof,  a  new  county  court 
eredled  by  the  fayd  hatute,  hol¬ 
den  now  by  the  lherifFe  alone, 

not 
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not  any  thing  approaching  to 
that  old  diffolved  one  in  prero¬ 
gative  and  magnificence.  In 
this  ancient  counde  courte  were 
all  fines  leavied  (faving  in  cer- 
taine  lordfhips  of  Penbrokefiiire 
that  had  peculiar  jurifdidfion 
within  themfelves)  and  thefe 
fines  were  profecuted  upon  writts 
of  covenant,  and  other  writts 
as  was  ufed  in  the  common  plees 
at  Wefiminfier  ;  and  recoveries 
were  alfoe  pafifed  upon  writts  of 
entrie,  in  Le  Pojl  and  other 
writts,  as  before  is  fayd,  and 
ufed  in  the  fame  fingle  and  dou¬ 
ble  vouchers  very  formally :  as 
to  fuch  lands  as  were  palled  by 
feoffament,  the  fame  feoffa- 
ments  were  made  in  Latin  or 
f  rench  ;  and  of  thefe  there  were 
deedes  and  livery  of  feifin  and 
atturnment  upon  the  fame,  and 
afterwards  to  have  releafes  to 
extinguifh  further  right,  and 
fomtymes  letters  of  atturney  in 
the  deedes  to  execute  livery  of 
feifin. 

The  difference  that  I  finde  in 
thofe  ancient  conveyances  from 
thefe  of  our  tyme,  I  will  brief- 
fiie  run  over,  with  as  few  wordes 
as  I  may. 

In  fines  in  old  tyme,  if  there 
were  divers  tenements  in  feve- 
rall  townreds,  the  ufe  was  to 
expreffe  how  many  meffuages, 
gad  what  quantitie  of  lands. 


and  of  the  feverall  forte  of  land 
was  in  every  townred  ;  and  thus 
if  a  man  paffcd  by  fine  3  meffes: 
and  a  mill  in  the  townreds 
of  A  and  B,  the  fine  fhall  be 
thus:  de  uno  meffuagio,  uno 
molendino  aquatico  granatico 
duabus  acris  terrge,  duabus  acris 
prati,  duabus  acris  pafturae  &£ 
duabus  acris  bosci  cum  perti¬ 
nent:  in  A  duobus  meffuagiis 
duobus  gardinis  duabus  acris 
terras,  tribus  acris  prati,  duabus 
acris  paffurns  &  duabus  acris 
bofci  cum  pertinent:  in  B. — -§k> 
that  thereby  would  be  apparent, 
how  many  meffuaees,  and  what 

J  o  7 

quantitie  of  land  fhould  be  in 
ech  townred,  and  in  which 
townred  the  mille  lay  ;  whereas 
now  adayes  the  ufe  is  to  huddle 
the  feveral]  parcells  cf  many 
townreds  together,  and  now  the 
fine  aforefayd  fhould  be  thus 
leavied  (viz.)  de  tribus  meffua- 
giis,  uno  molendina  aquat:  gra- 
nat:  uno  tofto,  2  gardinos,  &c. 
&c.  &c.  cum  pertinent:  in  A 
&  B.  —  it  appearing  by  the 
former  how  many  meffuages,’ 
and  what  quantitie  of  land  were 
in  eche  townred,  which  b.y  the 
latter  is  obfeured. 

It  was  alfoe  ufuall  upon  all 
fines,  wherein  any  reverfions 
were  to  paffe,  to  enter  in  the 
fine  the  atturnments  of  the  tc> 
nants,  which  was  and  is  a  tiling 
very  materiall,  and  a  good 
N  4  courfe 
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courfe,  though  now  a  dayes 
wholly  neglected ;  and  for  the 
better  under  (landing  thereof,  I 
will  here  lay  downe  the  copie  of 
an  ancient  fine  leavyed  in  tymes 
pafi,  wherein  is  entered  the  iayd 
atturnment. 

! The  Conjiat  of  fome  ancient 
Fines  leavied  in  the  Countie  of 
Penbroke . 

Ilasc  eft  finalis  concordia  facia 
in  curia  *  Dna:  Elizabethan  de 
Burgo  dnae:  de  Clare  Cuft:  Com: 
Penbrok  ex  conceffione  Dni: 
Regis  durante  minora  aetate 
Lavrentii  de  Raftings  apud  Pen- 
broke  die  Martis  proxima  poll 
feftum  Sci.  Petri  at  Vincula; 
Anno  Regis  Edwardi  3d.  poll 
conqueftum  odtavo,  coram  Ste- 
pho  Jacob  tenente  locum  Tho- 
ina  de  Chedworth,  Sen:  Pen- 
broc:  ipfo  Stephano  Vic:  Gui- 
done  de  Brian  Rico  de  Barrey, 
Roberto  de  Rupe,  Waltero  de 
Malefant,  Johanne  Woghan  & 
aliis  didtae  duse:  Eliz:  fidelibus 
tunc  ibidem  prefentibus  inter 
Willm:  fil:  Thomse  de  Rupe 
militis  patentem,  &  Walterum 
Alex:  Gleam:  de  forciantem  de 
uno  MefTuagio  &  quinq;  bova- 
tis  terrae  cum  pertinent:  in  Aylle- 


worfton,  &c.  &c.  unde  plitm: 
conventionis  fum  fuit  inter  eos 
in  eadem  Curia  fcilt.  quod  pre- 
difitus  Willmus:  recognavit  ten- 
ta:  predidta  cum  pert:  efie  ejus 
predidli  Waite ri  &  heraedum 
feuorfum  in  perpetuum.  Et 
pro  ifta  finali  Concordia  &  Junis 
magnicionem  predidtus  W alte- 
rus  conceffit  quod  tenta  predidta 
cum  pertinent:  quae  Ricus:  Sy- 
mond  Miles  &  Alienora  uxor 
ejus  tenent  at  Vitam  eorum, 
&  quae  poft  deceffum  eorum 
ad  predidtum  Walterum  reverti 
deberent,  remaneant  predidto 
Willmo:  haered:  fuis  &  fuis 
Affignatis  in  perpetuum.  Ha- 
bend  &  tenend:  de  Capitalibus 
Dnis:  feodi  illias  per  Servicia 
quae  ad  tenta.  ilia  pertinent  in 
pertetuum.  Et  predidtus  Wal- 
terus  oc  Heredes  fui  tenente: 
praedicta  cum  pertinent:  predidto 
Willo:  heredibus  fuis  &  fuis 
affignatis  contra  omnes  homines 

O 

warrantizari  tenent  in  perpe¬ 
tuum.  Et  ifte  fuis  ingroflata 
fuit  &  recitata  prefent:  predidli 
Rico:  Simond  &  Alienora  Uxore 
ejus  qui  tenta  praedidta  cum 
pertin:  ad  terminum  Vitae  eorunf 
tenent  Sc  qui  fe  inde  Willo: 
attornaverunt  &  ei  inde  fidelita- 
tem  fecerunt. 


*  This  lady’s  name  was  Ifabel  de  Burgo,  and  not  Elizabeth,  to  whom  the  war  dihip 
of  Lawrence  Haftings,  the  ion  of  John  Haliings,  by  Ifabel,  the  eldeft  filler  of  Aymer 
de  Valence.  Whilft  Hie  was  cuftos  of  the  earldom  of  Pembroke,  he  confirmed  the 

charter  and  liberties  of  Tenby  with  an  augmentation. 

'  < 
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Hasc  eft  finalis  Concordia 
fadfa  in  Carla  Dni:  Adomari  de 
Volenti  a  Dni:  Haverford  die 
Mercurii  in  fefto  Marci  Evang: 
Anno  Regis  Edwifil:  Regis  Edw* 
duodecimo  Coram  Hugo  de 
Panton  tunc  Senefc:  Haverford, 
Johe:  Joice,  Willo:  Arnold, 
Johe:  Gerard,  Edmundo  Wad¬ 
ding  Sc  aliis  fidelibus  tunc  ibidem 
prefent:  inter  Thomam  de  Rupe 
hi:  Thomae  de  Rupe  querent:  Sc 
Johem:  Cole,  de  fore:  deduobus 
Mehuagiis  Sc  una  Carucata  ter¬ 
ras  cum  pertinent:  in  Zeinjhalle , 
unde  pltum:  fuum  fuit  inter  eos 
in  eadem  Curia  per  breve  de 
Conventione  (viz.)  quod  didlus 
Johes:  recognovit  predidfa  Mef- 
iuagia  Sc  terram  predidfam  cum 
pertinent:  effejus  iphus  Thomas 
ut  illud  quod  idem  Thomas  het: 
ex  dono  Sc  conceflione  ejufdem 
Johis:  Habend  Sc  tenend:  pre- 
di6h:  Meffuag:  Sc  terram  pre- 
diclam  cum  pertinent:  eidem 
Thomas  Sc  hered:  fuis  Sc  Affig- 
natis  de  Capitelibus  Dnis:  feod: 
per  redditum  Sc  fervicia  inde 
debita  Sc  confueta.  Et  prdus: 
Johes:  Sc  herasdes  lui  prda:  Mef- 
luagia  Sc  terram  predidfam  cum 
pert:  predidt:  Thomas  Sc  hasred: 
fuis  Sc  Afhgnatis  contra  omne§ 
mortales  in  perpetuum  warran- 
tizabunt.  Et  pro  hac  conven¬ 
tione  warrantia  fine  Sc  Concor¬ 
dia  predidtius  Thomas  concedit 
predo:  Johi:  ad  terminum  Vitas 


didli  Johis:  unum  mefTuagium 
Sc  dim  id  Carrucat:  terras  de  pre- 
didta  terra.  Et  feiendum  ell: 
quod  Margeria  quas  fuit  Uxor 
Johis:  Cole  venit  Sc  recognovit 
fe  tenere  unum  meff:  Sc  dimid: 
Carucat:  terras  de  pdta;  terra  ad 
terminum  Vitas  didtre  Margerias 
Sc  gratis  didfo  Thomas  fe  attur- 
navit  Sc  hdelitatem  fecit. 

For  recoveries  they  pafTed  in 
antient  tyme,  as  they  now  doe, 
with  fmgle  and  double  voucher, 
as  the  cafe  required,  only  thus 
difFring ;  in  tymes  pah,  all  or 
moh  common  recoveries  pahed 
upon  writts  of  Entrye  in  Le  poJiy 
but  now  lately  it  is  doubted  whe¬ 
ther  the  fame  be  warrantable  by 
the  hatute  of  Rutland,  before 
mentioned,  to  which  the  hatutes 
of  27  and  34  Hen.  8th,  referrett 
us  now  as  before  is  fayd,  and 
therefore,  of  late  years,  another 
courfe  hath  been  devifed  and 
followed. 

The  feoffments  were  all  by 
deed,  living,  and  atturnment, 
and  releafes  fealed,  made  ufually 
in  Latyn,  and  fometymes  in 
French,  as  the  ufe  then  was. 
Ol  thefe  feoffments  there  are 
infinite  numbers  yet  extant  of 
great  antiquitie,  fealed  with  fun- 
dry  faire  feales  of  armes  of 
divers  gentlemen,  curioufiy  en¬ 
graven,  fome  before  the  ufe  of 
date,  and  fome  dated  in  the 
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tyme  of  King  John,  Henry  3d, 
and  the  three  Edwards,  and  foe 
downward ;  and  thereby  I  finde 
the  cotirfe  of  decdes  and  wri¬ 
tings  oblerved  in  very  antient 
tjmes  to  be  wdthout  date,  and 
within  the  body  of  the  deede  in 
the  latter  ende,  to  have  the 
names  of  the  witnefTes  written, 
and  not  to  have  them  indorfed, 
as  now  it  is  ufed ;  wherein  I 
alfoe  take  note,  that  in  moil;  of 
thefe  ancient  deedes  I  finde  the 
principal!  officer  and  men  of 
every  countrey,  as  yett  well 
known  to  be  named  as  witnefTes, 
and  moft  commonly  eqnall  in 
degree,  or  neere  to  the  parties 
to  the  deede;  as,  if  the  deede 
were  made  by  or  to  a  lord, 
lords  were  commonly  the  wit- 
neffies;  if  betweene  knights, 
then  knights,  &c.  whereby  it  is  at 
this  day  conjectured,  that  all  deeds 
were  don  with  folemnitie,  and 
fealed  in  fome  great  aiTemblies  as 
at  feffions  countie  or  ieete  courtes, 
or  fuch  like  meetings,  or  els  it 
is  thought  that  foe  many  cheefe 
perfons  could  not  be  brought 
together  foe  ufually  to  fealing  of 
deedes,  as  we  find  them  named 
almoft  in  every  deede  of  that 
age.  And  although  the  deedes 
of  thofe  tymes  here  noe  date, 
yet  by  reafon  of  fuch  principal 
men,  as  are  commonly  found  to 
be  witnefTes  in  thofe  deedes, 
who  are  men  knowen  and  noted 
hi  memory  to  tills  our  age,  the 


tyme  may  be  guefTed  wdien  the 
fame  was  written,  for  that  moft 
commonly  thefe  witnefTes  are  in 
the  countrey,  men  knowne 
when  they  lived,  and  where 
they  dwelled,  as  John  de  Gaunt, 
Humfrey,  Duke  of  Glouceffer, 
and  Richard  Nevell,  Earle  of 
Warwickc,  and  fuch  like  are  in 
England ;  wherefore  for  the 
better  knowledge  hereof  I  have 
colledled  together  the  notes  and 
witnefTes  of  divers  ancient  deedes 
of  Penbrokefheere,  reduced  into 
a  perfect  and  eafie  forme  to  be 
vywed,  amounting  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  about  1800  names  of  men 
of  note  that  lived  in  Penbroke- 
fheere. 

Ill  thefe  ancient  deedes  I  finde 
divers  formes  which  now  would 
feeme  very  ftrange  to  the  clerkes 
and  feriveners  of  our  tyme, 
whereas  now  they  ufe  to  take 
ftatutes  and  obligations  for  per¬ 
formance  of  covenants  in  inden¬ 
tures  *  the  ufe,  in  old  tyme,  was 
to  fweare  the  parties  for  per¬ 
formance  of  the  covenants  as 
fh all  appeare  by  the  copies  of 
ancient  writings,  which  I  will, 
in  the  ende  of  this  chapter,  in- 
fert  for  the  better  understanding 
of  the  reader. 

Another  ufe  was  to  have  a. 
claufe  in  deedes,  that  if  the  fel¬ 
ler  or  his  heires  fliould  fue,  mo- 
left,  or  trouble  the  buyer,  or 
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his  heires  for  the  fame  land,  or 
breake  any  covenant,  that  then 
the  land  in  whofe  lordfhip  the 
feller  or  his  heires  fhould  be 
found,  fhould  deftrayne  him 
and  his  heires  by  all  his  lands 
and  goods,  untill  he  fhould  en¬ 
joy  the  land  quiet,  and  untill  he 
performed  the  covenants,  and  a 
fumme  of  money  or  butt  of 
wine  given  to  the  lord  and  to 
the  officer  that  fhould  foe  dif- 
travne  him,  for  his  paynes  in 
taking  the  diftrefle. 

And  in  fome  deedes  the  feller 
and  his  heires  would,  by  his 
fayd  deede,  fubmitt  himfelfe  to 
the  bilhop  and  to  the  eccleft- 
afticall  jurifdidlion,  to  excom¬ 
municate  thepartie  till  he  fhould 
performe  the  covenants,  or  fuf- 
fer  the  partie  to  enjoy  the  lands 
quietly. — This  uncothe  and 
ftrange  manner  of  conveyances 
ufed  in  Old  tyme,  I  thought 
good  to  give  a  tafte  of  to  the 
reader  in  this  place,  whereof  I 
have,  in  my  tyme,  feene  a  mul¬ 
titude,  and  have  prefently  many 
in  my  cuflody,  yet  now  is  it  a 
courfe  foe  ftrange  as  that  divers 
men  wonder  even  to  here  of  it. 

The  ufe  of  fubfcribing  wit- 
neffes  in  the  bodyes  of  the  deedes 
began  in  this  countrye,  as  farre 
as  I  have  obferved  by  peruftng 
of  thofe  ancient  writings  about 
the  tyme  of  Edward  the  Ist  and 


2\  in  whofe  raignes  I  finde  of 
both  fortes,  fome  having  wit- 
neffes  and  fome  not;  and  it 
feemeth  to  have  continued  here 
in  Penbrokefheere  till  the  tyme 
of  King  Henry  the  6th.  and 
Edw(i.  4.  and  then,  and  about 
the  beginning  of  King  Henry 
the  7th.  deedes  were  fealed  with¬ 
out  eyther  wytneffes  names  in 
the  body  of  the  deede,  or  any 
indorfment  thereof  on  the  back ; 
and  about  the  mid  deft  of  the 
raigne  of  Hen:  the  8  th.  the  ufe 
began  to  indorfe  the  witneffes 
names  on  the  back  of  the  deede  ; 
and  this  to  be  don  by  the  wit- 
nefles  themfelves,  if  they  were 
litterat,  otherwife  by  fome  clerke 
or  other  for  them;  about  the 
tyme  alfo  of  Hen.  the  8th.  began 
the  ufe  of  fubfcribing  of  the  par¬ 
ties  name  under  the  deede  neere 
the  feale,  which,  at  this  day,  is 
growne  to  be  a  matter  efteemed 
foe  neceftarie,  as  many  thinke 
the  deede  very  weake  without 
it,  although  our  lawes  require 
noe  luch  ceremonie. — They  dif¬ 
fered  alloe  in  ancient  tyme  from 
the  prefent  ufe  in  the  claufe  of 

t. 

warrantee,  thus— “  Et  ego  vero 
“  predidlus  A:  B:  tenta  predi&a 
“  cum  pertinent:  contra  omrtes 
u  homines  et  feminas  warranti- 
“  zare  tenemur.  Belike  Homo 
was  the  mafculine  gender  in 
thofe  dayes,  or  at  leaft  Femina , 
not  fo  well  knowne  to  be  of  the 
common  gender  as  many  are  in 

this 
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this  age.  Alfoe,  I  have  feene 
warranties  44  contra  omnes  Chrif- 
44  tianos  ,&  contra  omnes  Mor- 
44  tales.”  And  amono;  all  others 
a  claufe  of  vvarraiitie,  I  thought 
worth  the  noting  for  the  rarenes 
thereof,  which  I  finclc  in  a  deede 
by  Galiridus  de  Rupe  to  the 
Monks  of  Whiteland  .of  Lands 
in  Parvey,  whofe  words  are 
thefe  4  4  Et  lumc  eis  donationem 
44  contra  omnes  homines  Juhi- 
44  ciabiles  Francigeros  Flan- 
44  drenfes  Anglicos  &  WaL 
44  lenl'es  warrantizabp  &  kere- 
*4  des  mei.”  This  deede  is 
without  a  date,  whereby  alfoe 
is  gathered  one  proffe,  that 
Flemings,  as  alfoe  Frenchmen, 
were  then  in  Pepbroleefliire. 

In  the  quantitie  of  lande  men¬ 
tioned  in  fines,  recoveries,  and 
deedes,  there  was  difference  alfo 
from  the  prefent  rife,  ufually, 
the  number  of  acres  or  lelye  is 
layd  downe,  whereas  in  ancient 
tyme,  they  ufed  to  expreffe  the 
fame  by  the  names  of  a  knight’s 
fee,  plow  landes,  ox  landes, 
acres,  hangs,  and  yard  lande. 
And  in  divers  ancient  deedes  I 
have  leene  expreffed  what  plow- 
land,  and  what  knighhs  fee,  in 
what  baronie  and  conn  trey  the 
lande  lay,  whereof  alfoe  I  will 
hereafter  lay  downe  the  copies 
of  fome  deedes  to  that  effect. 


You  fhall  alfoe  hnde  certeai 
termes  ufed  in  ancient  tyme  in 
deedes,  which  now  are  fcarfe 
underftoode  of  clerkes  of.  oure 
countrey,  as  the  words  in  Rod- 
vallo  or  in  Rodvallis,  and  fome- 
tymes  written  Rudy  all.  I  have 
found  thefe  termes  in  many  an¬ 
cient  deedes,  and  for  a  great 
tyme  I  took  the  fame  to  be  the 
proper  name  of  fome  .townred 
or  parcell  of  land,  untill  by  con¬ 
ference  of  many  deedes  I  found 
the  fame  properly  applied  to 
landes  lying  fcattered  in  many 
peeces  in  fome  held  or  townred,. 
and  this  word  Rudvall  is  ufed 
of  the  common  people  of  this 
countrey  at  this  day  for  any 
land  that  is  taken  as  a  common 
among  the  neighbours  at  cer- 
ten  tymes  in  the  ye  are,  as  ap- 
peareth  by  a  deede  of  Llewhelin 
Wynn  fact:  Howello  filio  fohan- 
ms  Cantington  de  ter:  arabil: 
jacent:  in  Rodwall  infra  Carucat 
terr:  de  Tregunwron  in  feodo  de 
Bayvill  in  Baroni  a  de  Kernes 
dat:  die  Lunas  in  crahino  Sri. 
Hellarii  Anno  Regis  Edwardi 
tertii  poh  Conquehum  43°. 
Alfoe  the  deede  of  Howel  ap 

Philip  Yfcollaig  dat' - forori- 

bus  fuis  omnia  Meffuagia  h  ten- 
t  fL  totum  terrain  fuum,  to  turn  pra- 
turn  fuum,  totum  bofcum  fuum  & 
totum  jus  fuum  apud  Henllys 
Treginwran,  Crugion  Pont  y 
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•groe's  &  Eglofmere  in  fcodo  de 
Bugville  cum  pertinent:  &  liber- 
tatibus  quibufcunq;  habend:  & 
tenend:  predict  Meffuagia  terrae, 
tenta:  pratum,  totum  jus  pre- 
didlum  ut  jacet  in  Rodwall  per 
fuas  certas  notas  &  Bundas,  &c. 
biis  teftibus  Phdippo  de  Hon- 
kerton  Conftabulario  de  Kernes, 
Owen  ap  Howell,  David  Feve¬ 
red,  Griffino  ap  Philip  Vychan, 
Philippo  Lhvyd  &  Griff:  ap 
Lie  whelm  ap  Philip  dat:  apud 
Henllys  die  Jovii  proximo  poll 
feftum  Pentecoftes  Anno  Rems 
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Edwardi  tertii  poll  Conqueftum 
23°.  and  yet  is  there  noe  place 
neere  any  of  thefe  called  Red- 
walles,  faving  that  the  land 
named  in  the  deede  lyeth  Mat¬ 
tered  in  fundrie  peeces  in  the 
places  aforefayd,  and  not  entire. 

Alfoe  it  appeareth  by  a  deede, 
of  Nicholas,  fon  of  Martin, 
Lord  of  Kemes,  that  Redwall 
was  foe  underfrood  as  by  the 
copie  following  may  appeare. 
Nicholaus  filius  Martini  dus: 
de  Kemes  dat  Philippo  Vychan 
filio  Philippi  ap  Riccard  unam 
bovatam  terras  cum  pertinent: 
quam  Ievan  Goch  quondam 
tenuit  in  tenemento  de  Baybill 
&  hoc  in  Rudivallis  juxta  terrain 
predidli  Philippi  parvi  tenend: 
<A  habend:  fibi  5>c  heredibus 

*  This  Beneger  was  of  Bencgcrftovm, 


fuis  de  me  &  heredibus  meis  be 
aflignatis  tamdiu  predi&um  ten- 
turn:  de  Bayuill  fit  in  manu 
mea  &  heredum  meorum.  Hiis 
teftibus  Llewhelino  Goch  tunc 
Conftabulario  de  Kemes  Eynon 
ap  Gwilim,  Llewhelino  redfore 
de  Baywill,  Willo:  ap  Riccard, 
Llewhelino  Vychan  ap  Bwa 
Gadarne  cum  multis  aliis  Ante 
Datum* 

Alfoe  I  finde  in  many  ancient 
deedes  this  .word  tenemento, 
which  fimhlres  fome  tyines  the 
manor  or  lordihip,  fome  tymes 
the  parifh  liburtie,  or  townred, 
wherein  the  land  lyeth,  as  ap- 
peareth,  by  a  fine  betweene 
44  Richard  Symon,  pit:  and 
44  William  Beneger*,  of  Pen- 
4  4  broke,  deforc:  de  uno  Mef- 
44  iuagio,  fexaginta  Acris  terrae 
44  cum  perten:  in  Aylwardftone, 
44  in  Tenemento  Penbrok,”  and 
this  Aylewardfton,  now  com¬ 
monly  called  A  left  on,  was  a 
townred  within  the  liberties  of 
Penbroke,  eaft  of  the  towne 
half  a  mile.  Alfoe  in  a  fine, 
44  inter  fWillum:  de  Bolvill,  mi- 
44  litem,  h  Thomam  de  Rupe, 
44  anno  Ed:  Regis  fecundi,”  is 
44  mentioned  lands  in  Weft- 
field,  in  tenemento  de  Burton, 
which  Weftfield  was  a  townred 
in  the  parifh  of  Rofemarket, 


(improperly  now  called  Ban^ejlon)  the  feat 
of  the  late  John  Campbell  Hook,  Eiq.  Lion  King  at  Arms  for  Scotland. 

f  Sir  William  de  Bolvill  had  his  refidence  at  a  place  on  the  banks  of  Millord  Haven, 
jiow  called  Bullweil, 

but 
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but  within  the  manor  of  Burton, 
foe  that  the  tenementum  there,  is 
taken  for  the  manor,  whereof 
the  lands  are  hoklen.  Alfoe  I 
have  fome  deedes,  4  4  de  uno 
44  meffuagio  vocat:  Cwmeog 
44  in  tenementodeBayvill, where 
44  Baywell  is  the  manor  wherein 
15 4  Cwmeog  Randeth.33 

You  fhall  alfoe  finde  in  divers 
ancient  deedes,  this  word  Gabel- 
lum ,  or  in  Gabello ,  and  fom- 
tymes  Gabalarioi  Now  this 
word  Gabelluniy  which  I  never 
{aw  or  read  in  any  writings  or 
furveyes  (laving  thofe  concern¬ 
ing  lands  in  PenbrokeRreere) 
lignifieth  the  Rate  of  the  tenant 
that  hoideth  the  land  to  be  ey- 
ther  at  will,  for  yeares,  or  for 
life,  paying  rent  for  the  fame, 
and  not  of  land  hoklen  in  fee 
flmple,  or  fee  taile,  for  in  many 
deedes  you  fhall  finde,  64  Quam 
quidem  terrain  Johesr  Philip, 
tenet  in  Gabello ,53  that  is  as 
much  as  to  fay,  that  John  Phi¬ 
lip  is  tenant  in  tire  lande,  and 
that  lie  hoideth  the  fame  at  wall, 
for  yeares,  or  life,  paying  rent ; 
and  you  fhall  alfoe  finde  in 
many  ancient  rent  rolls,  and  fur- 
veys,  this  difference  in  the  rents, 
as  Redditus  liberorum  tenent: 
and,  redditus  gabulariorum  ten¬ 
ent:  the  one  being  cheefe  rent, 


as  it  is  ufually  called,  payd  by 
the  freeholders,  or  thofe  that 
have  Rate  of  inheritance;  the 
other  is  ment  of  rent  of  all  ten¬ 
ants  that  hold  of  the  manor  at 
will,  or  by  leafe  for  life,  or 
yeares;  and  this,  among  the 
common  people  of  this  countrey, 
is  yet  ufually  called  Gael  Rent, 
and  fuch  tenants,  Gael  Ten¬ 
ants.* 

Alfoe,  I  have  found  in  many 
ancient  court  rolles,  the  bedding 
of  the  rolle  to  be  Curia  fecreta 
de  N.  This  was  always  the 
leete  court  of  the  manor ;  be- 
caufe  at  thefe  leetes,  it  was  ufed 
to  call  all  people  to  departe  when 
the  jurie  gave  up  theire  prefer¬ 
ment. 

The  ufe  was  alfoe  among  the 
clerks  of  the  age,  in  old  tyme, 
upon  mortgaging  of  lands  to 
make  abfolute  efiates  bv  feoffa- 

J 

ment,  without  any  condition  of 
redemption  in  the  deedes,  and 
to  have  befides  a  paire  of  in¬ 
dentures,  mentioning  the  mort¬ 
gage,  or  moR  commonlie  an 
obligation  from  the  mortgagee 
to  the  mortgager,  for  the  re¬ 
demption  of  the  landes,  which 
oftentymes  bred  much  lawe  and. 
difcord,  and  arefied  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  parties  to  wrong ; 


*  Gael  Tenants ,  inlhort,  was  a  term  applicable  to  all  manner  of  Tenants,  who  had  not 
an  eftate  of  inheritance. 

therefore, 
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therefore,  at  this  day,  the  fame 
is  almofi;  forgotten,  and  a  better 
courfe  brought  in  place,  to 
make  the  deeds  of  mortgage 
conditional!. 

The  copies  of  certen  ancient 
deedes  and  writings,  verbatim, 
as  the  fame  are  to  be  feene, 
proving  the  matters  before  al- 
iedged. 

In  Carta  inter  Dnum:  Nicho- 
laum  filium  Martini  Dni:  de 
Kernes,  &  omnes  liberos  ho¬ 
mines  fuor:  de  Kernes,  tarn  Ang- 
lios  quam  Wallefus  fic  infcri- 
bitur.  “  Omnes  vero  prefcriptos 
articulos  firmiter  &  hdeliter,  cb- 
fervandos  in  perpetuum  premi- 
fet  diddus  Dnus:  N.  per  faena- 
mentum  corporaliter  preftitum 
pro  fe  Sc  heredibus  fuis  Sc 
affignatis  Sc  omnes  liberi  homi¬ 
nes  de  Kernes  exparte  fua  fimi- 
liter  pro  fe  Sc  hered:  fuis  Sc 
affignatis  nec  non  Sc  gabulariis, 
See. 

Omnibus  ad  quos  prefentes 
Lrse:  peruencript  Johes:  Stack- 
poll,  Cappellarus  falutem  in 
Duo.  Noveritis  me  pro  me  Sc 
heredibus  executoribus  Sc  afficr- 

t> 

natis  meis  de  diffia  Sc  conceffiffe 
W  illmo:  filio  Thomre  de  Rupe 
milids  hered:  Sc  affignatis  fuis 
quatuor  centum  Libras  Ster- 
lingorum  annui  redditus  excun- 
tis  Sc  percipiend:  aimuatiya 


predidlo  Willmo:  heredibus  Sc 
affignatis  fuis  de  maneries  meis 
de  Burton,  &  deOggeidon,  Sc  de 
omnibus  aliis  terris  &  tenements 
meis  cum  omnibus  eorum  par- 
tinefd:  in  Com:  Penbrok,  ad 
duos  anni  terminos,  (viz.)  ad 
Pafcha  &  ad  fefdum  S'1.  Michae- 
lis  aequis  perpinibus.  Et  fi 
contingat  predidlum  Willmum: 
hered:  Sc  affignatis  fuos  de  pre¬ 
diddis  quatuor  Centum  Libris 
Sterlingrum:  annui  redditus  vei 
de  aliqua  parte  eorandem  ter- 
minum  ad  prediddum  non  fore 
perfolut:  volo  &:  concedo  pro 
me  &  heredibus  Executoribus  & 
affignatis  meis  quod  liceat  pre- 
diddo  Willmo:  hered:  Sc  affig¬ 
natis  fuis  in  omnibus  prediddis 
maneriis  terris  Sc  tenementis 
omnibus  eorum  pertinent:  Sc 
inqualibet  parte  eorundem  dif- 
tringere  Sc  diftriddione  retrinere. 
Sc  abducere  ubicunq;  voluerint 
quiq;  eidem  Willmo:  hered:  & 
affignatis  fuis  deprediddis  qua¬ 
tuor  centum  libris  Sterlinorrum; 

#  O 

annui  redditus  plenarie  fuerint 
fatisfadd:  Et  fi  contingat  pre- 
diddum  Willmum:  hered:  &  af- 
fignatos  fuos  diidriediones  fuffi- 
cient:  in  prediddis  Maneriis  ter¬ 
ris  Sc  tenementis  cum  omnibus 
eorum  pertinent:  ad  folutionem 
prediddi  quatuor  centum  Libri 
Sterlingrum:  annui  redditus  ter- 
rninis  prediddis  non  inuenine 
volo  Sc  concedo  pro  me  he¬ 
red:  executor:  Sc  affignatis  fuis 


meis 
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meis  quod  extunc  liceat  predidlo 
Willmo:  hered:  &  affignatis  fuis 
omnia  pdta:Maneria  &  tenementa 
cum  omnibus  eorum  pertinent: 
fine  aliqua  contradidlione  mei 
hered:  Executor:  &  affignato- 
rum  meorum  &  ea  jure  heredi- 
tar:  libere  quiete  bene  &  in  pace 
obtinere  in  perpetuum.  Et  in- 
fuper  fi  contingat  me  predidtum 
Johnes:  hered.  Executor:  & 
affignatos  meos  in  folutionam 

O 

predidlarum  quatuor  centum 
librarum  fterlin'g:  annui  redditus 
terminis  predidlis  deficere,  vetare 
aut  elongare  vel  diftridlionem 
fufficientem  non  habere  aut  in- 
grefium  in  predidlis  Maneriis 
terris  &  tenementis  cum  omni¬ 
bus  eorum  pertinent:  predidlo 
Willmo:  hered:  &  affignatis  fuis 
negare  aut  aliqui  modo  impe- 
dire,  vel  predidtum  Willmum: 
hered.  &  affignatos  fuos  de  pre¬ 
didlis  Maneriis  terris  &  tene¬ 
mentis  cum  omnibus  eorum 
pertinent,  vel  de  aliqua  parte 
eorundem  implacitare  aut  aliquo 
modo  contra  tenorem  prefenti- 
um  ut  fcriptum  eft  venire  quod 
abfit  volo  &  concedo  pro  me 
hered.  executoribus  &  affigna¬ 
tis  meis  quod  teneamur  pre¬ 
didlo  Willmo:  hered:  &  affigna¬ 
tis  fuis  in  quinq;  mille  libris  ar- 
genti  bonae,  &  legalis  Moneta, 
pro  damnis  &  expends  fuis  no¬ 
mine  puri  debiti  ad  quemlibet 
demonftrationem  hujus  litterse 
&  quod  Dili:  vel  eorum  Ballivi 


in  quorum  Ballivis  invent!  fue- 
rimus  vel  bona  noftra  inventa 
fuerint  deftringant  non  per  om¬ 
nia  bona  noftra  mobilia,  &  im- 
mobilia  terrae  redditus,  &  pof- 
feffiones  de  die  in  diem  quoufq; 
predidlo  W lllmo.  hered  &  affig¬ 
natis  fuis  de  predidlis  quinq; 
mille  libris  argenti  plenarie  fatis 
fecerimus,  principall:  conven- 
tione  in  fuo  Robore  nihilo  minus 
hrmiter  permanent :  Et  qui 
diftridlionem  fuerint  habeunt 
de  bonis  noftris  viginti  libras 
argenti  prodiftridtione,  quotiens 
neceffe  fuerit  faciend:  Inucujus 
rei  tefiimonium  prefent.  figil- 
lum  meum  appoiui  dat:  apud 
Oo-o-eflon  odlavo  die  Menfiis 
Marti  Anno  Regis  Edwardi  tertii 
poll  Conqueftam  decimo. 

Univerfis  Chrifti  fidelibus  hac 
literas  viluris  vel  auditaris  Gal- 
fridus  Hafcard  falutem  in  Dna: 
Neuerit  univerfitas  veftra  quod 
cum  David  de  Rupe  feofaffet 
me  &  heredes  meos  de  dimid; 
marea  annui  redditus  in  Villa 
Johis:  in  Roos  cum  Dno:  re- 
levio  &  maritagio  Johes:  de 
Lehard  decadem  Villa  Johis:  de 
in  orto  Marcis  argenti  prae  ma- 
ribus  felveffet  pro  quarta  parte 
anius  carucat.  terrae  in  Le 
Winkhill,  quam  Willmus:  de 
Midlehill  recuparevit  de  in  Com: 
Pemb:  Et  ego  predidtus  Gal- 
fridus  vocavied  warrantium 
hered:  Roberti  de  Valle  qui  ne- 

rerunt 
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uererunt  &  warrantiza  verunt  pre- 
diddam  terrain  in  prediddo  Co- 
mitatus  me  para  Sc  lpontanea 
voluntate  mea  recepiffe  de  pre- 
didlo  David  predidlum  redditum 
cumprediddis  Dno.relevio  wardo 
maritagio  Sc  pecunia  pro  extent: 
predidds  quarts  partis  terras 
contingentis  diddo  Davidi  pro¬ 
portion  fua.  Unde  volo  &  con- 
cedo  pro  me  &  hered:  meis 
quod  fi  contingat  me  vel  here- 
des  meos  cetera  aliquod  jus. — 
clam  vel  aliquod  aliud  de  pre¬ 
diddo  Davide  vel  hered:  fuis 
extenta  pradidds  quarts  partis 
terrs  predidds  exigere  quod 
abfit  vel  clantare,  quod  ego,  & 
heredes  mei  teneamur  prediddo 
Davidi  &  heredibus  fuis  in  vi- 
ginti  Libris  argenti  nomine  puri 
debiti  fubjiciens  me  &  heredes 
meos  diftriddioni  quorumcunq; 
Dominorum  &  ballivorum  fub- 
quorum  poteftate  &  dominio 
facerimus  invent:  quod  ipfi  pof- 
fint  diftringare  nos  per  omnia 
bona  mea  mobilia  &  immobilia 
ubicunq;  fuerint  inventa  ad  fol- 
vend:  prediddas  viginti  Libras 
prediddo  Davidi  &  heredibus 
fuis  line  placito  judicio  Sc  con- 
trauiddione,  fi  contra  prefcript: 
venerimus.  Et  qui  diftriddio- 
nem  fecerint  habeat  de  bonis 
noldris  dua  dolea  vini  prodifdric- 
tione  finecefle  fucrit  faciend.  In 
cujus  rei  teldimonium  huic  fcripto 
figillum  meum  appofui  Dat. 
apud  Harford  die  Mercurii  prox. 
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A.  D.  1303. 

Univerfis  Chrifti  fidelibus 
W alterus  diddus  Gwrda  falutem 
in  Dno.  fempiterno,  notum  fit 
univerfitati  Veftrs,  me  de  bene 
facere  Seddam  curis  Sc  in  exer- 
citum  fine  Sc  omne  fervicium 
facere  quod  quandocunq;  faci¬ 
end  erit  pro  tota  terra  de  Villa 
Tonen  cum  pertinent:  tamex- 
parte  orientali  quam  exparte 
occidentali  quam  tenet  Ma- 
gifter  Tancredus  de  Rupe, 
Sc  ego  nec  Seddam  curis,  nec 
exercitum,  nec  aliquid  fervi¬ 
cium  de  didda  terra  five  pre- 
didda  terra  potero  aliquo  modo 
vendicare  nec  homines  prediddam 
terrain  habitantes  namiare  five 
aliquo  modo  defdringere  mihi 
ficut  vicinus  vicinum  fuum  ali¬ 
quid  dampnum  vel  injuriam  ali¬ 
quo  modo  non  inferre  falves 
mihi  duntaxat  homagio  wardo 
Sc  reievis  cum  accidere  pote- 
rint  de  predidda  terra  Sc  ab  omne 
five  totmn  fervicium  ut  predic¬ 
tum  eft,  de  didda  terra  five  pre¬ 
didda  terra  quod  poterit  de  jure 
vendicare  faciend:  obligo  me  & 
heredes  meos  Magro:  Tancredo 
Sc  heredibus  fuis  five  alfignatis. 
Et  totatm  meam  terram  de  Villa 
Kehnge  atq;  totam  hereditatem 
meam  quod  fi  contra  prefcrip- 
turn  fuperius  in  aliquo  venero 
vel  pro  defeddu  alicujus  fervicli 
cujufcunq;  habitatores  totius 
O  prefedds 
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prefeddae  terra?  dampnum  poffi. 
fuerint  de  fatisfaciendo  ipfrs  de 
dampno  induplum  &  de  dando 
dno:  C omi  ti  de  Glouceftriae  vel 
heredibus  fuis  decern  Marcas 
nomine  penae.  Et  decern  mar¬ 
cas  Dno.  Will  mo  de  Valentia, 
vel  heredibus  fuis  nomine  fimi- 
liter  penas  Et  decern  Marcas 
Dno:  Menevenenfi  Efpifc:  qui 
pro  tempore  fuerit  confentiens 
quod  ii  in  aliquo  contra  prefcrip- 
tum  venero  &  in  premiffis  om¬ 
nibus  vel  fmgulis  fidem  a  me 
corporaliter  proftitam  non  ob- 
fervand:  quod  diddus  Duns:  E- 
pifc:  Menev:  qui  pro  tempore 
fuerit  vel  Archidiacontis  Menev: 
vel  Dccanas  de  Roos  me  leu 
heredes  meos  excommunicat 
Sc  ad  obfervationem  omnium 
prefcriptorum  per  fententiam 
excoriimunicationis  compellat 
omni  appellatione  ac  impetiti- 
one  ceffantibus.  In  cujus  rei 
teftimonium  litteris  prefentibus 
figillum  meiirn  appofui.  Hiis 
teflibus  Galfrido  de  Hufcarde 
Rico:  de  Hufcarde  Rico  de  Sta. 
Brigida,  Gilberto  de  MuiTel- 
wicke  Rico:  de  Mannos .  Oweyn 
de  Filbache,  Willmo:  de  Fil- 
bache  &  aliis. 

Univerlis  Clirifti  fidelibus  Gil- 
bertus  filius  Thomas  de  Villa 
Thoner  falutem  in  Dno:  eter- 
num  Noverit  univerfitati  veftrae 


me  &  heredes  meos  de  bene  foH 
vere  fmgulis  Annis  Mro:  Tan- 
credo  de  Rupe  vel  fuis  heredibus 
feu  affipmatis  fuis  tres  Marcas  6c 

O 

quinq;  folidos  ad  duos  terminens 
Anni  (viz.)  mediddatem  pre- 
dicdas  quartitatis  ad  Nativitatem 
Dni:  &  aliam  mediddatem  ad 
feflum  SA  Jones:  Baptiftae  pro 
duabiis  Carrucatis  terras  quas 
teneo  de  prefato  Mro:  in  Villa 
Thonere  quas  jacent  inter  A  il- 
lam  Thonere  oecidentalem  Sc 
Viliam  de  Pelcam  Sc  terrain  de 
Stridehoc  &  acquietare  tenemus 
ipfum  heredefq;  fuos  feu  affig- 
natos  de  omni  fervicio  forinfeco 
quod  de  didda  terras  exigi  vel 
ab  aliquo  poterit  aliqu:  &  feq.‘ 
molend  Sc  c.arium  prefati  Mri: 
de  #  Villa  Lamberti  tenemur. 
Et  ego  &  heredes  mei  folvero 
prefato  Magiflra  vel  heredibus 
fuis  feu  affignatis  feptem  Mam 
cas  Sterlingorum  li  per  judicium 
Comitatus  vel  Curias  cujufcunq; 
Hu pso  de  Villa  Thonere  vel  al- 

<J> 

quis  de  filiis  feu  heredibus  fuis 
aliquam  partem  terrae  quam  ab 
ipfo  teneo  evincerit,  alia  quin 
non  tenabantur  mihi  vel  here¬ 
dibus  meis  excantium  facere  de 
terra  evidda.  Item  conceffi  pro 
me  Sc  heredibus  meis  feu  afTm- 

O 

natis  quod  memoratus  Magifter 
libere  Sc  fine  contradidlione  pof- 
fit  fadere  Sc  habere  turbas  Sc 
glebas  ad  fufficientiam  uhbus 

fuis 


#  Now  called  LambJloni  the  feat  of  William  Bowen,  Efcj. 
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fuis  Sc  domas  fua  ubi  voluerit 
more  qua;  funt  in  didta  terra 
dum  vicerit  Conceffi  Sc  Confenfi 
pro  me  &  heredibus  meis  & 
affignatis  meis  quod  fi  ceffavera 
in  aliquo  terminorum  predidfo- 
rum  folvere  quod  fuerit  in  ter- 
mino  folvend:  ficut  fcriptum  eft 
quod  magifter  memoratus  libere 
Sc  heredes  meos  de  tota  terra 
quam  per  Cartam  de  ipfo  teneo 
fme  judicio  alicujus  curiae  Sc  fine 
aliqua  impetratione  authoritate 
propria  excludat  Sc  didfas  car- 
rucatus  terras  cum  terra  de  Stride 
hoc  ficut  fuas  proprius  in  per- 
petuum  tarn  ipfe  quam  herasdes 
ipfius  vel  affignati  libere  paci- 
fice  Sc  quiete  poffident.  Et  con- 
fenfi  pro  me  Sc  heredibus  meis 
vel  affignatis  quod  fi  contra 
prefcriptas  conceffiones  meas 
quas  jure  jurando  corporaliter 
preftito  hrinavi  obfervaturas 
alicui  venero  vel  conquerendo 
vel  aliquo  modo  impetrando  quod 
didtus  Epus:  Menev:  vel  Arch- 
diaconus  loci  vel  Decanus  me 
vel  hasredes  meos  excommuni¬ 
cant  ufq;  ad  debitam  fatisfadli- 
onem.  Hiis  tehibus  Dno:  .Gil- 
berto  de  Valle,  Galfrido  de  Rupe, 
Mauricio  filio  Simonis,  Willo: 
Gowrda  Johanne  Allard  Symon 
Innen,  Hay  Calvo  Adan  de 
Villa  Thoner  Henrico  Fulco, 
Rico:  Hufcarde  Waltero  Gwrda 
Gilbert  Clerico  &  multis  aliis. 
In  (jujus  rei  teftimonium  pre- 
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fent'  Irris  duxi  apponend  tefles 
fubfcriptos. 

Omnibus  prefens  fcriptum  vi~ 
furis  vel  audituris  Ifabella  uxor 
Roger!  Scifforis  eternam  in  Dno: 
falutem.  Noverit  quod  fi  con- 
tingat  me  vel  haeredes  meos  ter¬ 
rain  quondam  meam  apud  No¬ 
vum  Caftrum  in  Kemes  Dno: 
Roberto  de  Valle  venditum  Sc 
quiete  clamatum  de  eodem  Dno: 
Robto:  vel  haeredibus  fuis  ean- 
dem  terrain  petere  obligo  me  Sc 
hasredes  meos  ad  folutionem 
centum  Librarum  argenti  pre- 
fato  Dno:  Robto:  vel  haeredibus 
fuis  plenarie  faciend  nomine 
pari  debit!,  fubjiciens  me  Sc  has¬ 
redes  meos  coercioni  Dna:  Me- 
nevenfi  Epifcopi  qui  pro  tempore 
fuerit,  quod  me  &  hasredes  meos 
compellat  per  fententiam  excom- 
municationis  Sc  interdict  de  die 
in  diem  faciend:  ad  didlae  pecu¬ 
niae  folutionem  prefato  Dno: 
Robto:  vel  haeredibus  fuis  ple¬ 
narie  faciend:  fine  contradidfione 
aliqua.  Et  quod  idem  Epus 
habeat  de  bonis  noftris  fexaginta 
libras  Argenti  pro  diftridfione 
facienda,  vola  Sc  concedo  me 
pendente  petitione  mea,  terras 
memoratae  effe  excommunicat: 
Sc  ab  omnibus  tanquam  excom¬ 
municat  evitari,  ita  quod  audlo- 
ritate  apoftolica  nec  alterius  pre- 
lati  infenoris  potero  abfolvi  do¬ 
nee  de  didla  pecunia  memorato 
Dno:  Roberto  debit:  fatisfacero 
0  2  Sc 
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Sc  de  petitione  terras  predidltas 
ceffavero  renuncians  omni  ex¬ 
ception!  caviSlacioni  regime  pro- 
Tiibicioni  Sc  omni  juris  remedio 
tam  Canonico  quam  civili,  quod 
mihi  fuper  his  appetare  poffit* 
In  cujus  rei  teRimonium  pre- 
fenti  fcripto  figillum  meum  ap- 
pofui  hiis  teftibus  Dno:  Galfrido 
de  Rupe,  Simone  Tanke,  Phi- 
lippo  Warlaghe,  David  War- 
laghe,  Waltero  Lewell,  Johe: 
Ryn  Sc  aliis. 

Although  well  afFedted  to 
his  country,  and  very  conver- 
fant  with  its  antiquities,  yet  my 
author  in  more  than  one  in- 
Ranee  betrays  an  ignorance  of 
the  depth  of  his  native  language, 
feeming  to  have  but  a  fhallow 
knowledge  of  it.  If  he  had  been 
better  read  in  it,  he  might  have 
found  a  folution  of  the  term 

C  AP. 


Rudwall ,  or  Rudival ,  without 
any  violent  {training  of  etymo- 

fogy- 

When  lands  were  granted  to 
be  held  in  Rudlvallo ,  they  were 
lands  unconfined,  to  be  enjoyed 
in  common  with  others  which 
were  depaRured  by  cattle,  with¬ 
out  a  herd,  in  a  wandering 
Rate.  Now  Rhyddfal  fignifies 
to  wander ,  out  of  which  clerks 
coined  a  law  Latin  term,  to  fait 
their  pufpofe,  and  fufficiently 
deferiptive  of  that  fort  of  tenure 
it  was  applied  to.  The  name 
of  Redwall  attached  to  many 
places  where  lands  had  been  fo 
held,  long  after  the  cuRom 
ceafed,  and  being  confidered  as 
an  Englifh  word  in  its  common 
acceptation,  was  literally  tranf- 
lated  Vagwr  goch. 


XXII. 


Of  divers  general I  and  particular  Cujiomes  ufed  and  allowed  of  within 
the  County  of  Penlrok ,  as  well  Temporall  as  EcclefafticalL 


FOR  that  there  are  fome 
cuftomes  received  and  al¬ 
io  wd  in  gene  rail  throw  all  or 
moR  parte  of  the  fheere,  it 
were  not  unhtt  to  fpeake  of 
them,  letting  the  learned  judge 
of  theire  validitie  as  the  law 
will.  And  firR  I  will  begin 

with  the  tenantes  of  the  coun- 

# 


trey,  wherein  I  fpeake  in  gene- 
rail,  including  therein  the  great- 
eR  number,  which  in  tymes  paR 
were  tenantes  at  will,  and  few 
fought  leafes,  for  moR  com¬ 
monly  the  landlord  made  rather 
fuite  for  a  good  tenant  to  take 
his  land,  then  the  tenant  to  the 
landlord ;  Rich  was  the  fcarcitie 

of 
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of  good  tenantes  in  thofe  dayes 
there  to  be  found,  that  glad  was 
the  landlord  to  hitt  upon  a  good 
thriftie  and  hufbandlie  tenant : 
and  as  for  fynes  to  be  paid,  it 
was  not  a  thing  known  among 
them  a  100  yeares  paft,  faving 
onely  an  earned:  peny  at  the 
bargaine  making,  which  the 
plaine  men  called  a  God’s  Pen- 
me.  And  within  this  60  yeares 
the  poore  tenantes  were  wont 
to  fay,  that  the  paying  of  fines 
was  an  ill  cuftome  rayfed  among 
them  of  late.  And^furely  the 
letting  of  lands  was  of  foe  fmall 
commoditie,  that  I  knowe  lands 
in  Caer  Cynerg  betweene  heires, 
where  the  next  to  the  land  hath 
had  the  fetting  and  letting  there¬ 
of  thefe  60  yeares  and  more, 
the  other  contenting  himfelfe 
with  his  parte  of  the  rent,  not 
efteeming  what  might  be  made 
by  fines  thereof.  But  this  an¬ 
cient  good  cuftome  within  this 
40  yeares  paft  is  fore  fliaken, 
and  almoft  banifhed.  the  coun¬ 
trey  ;  for  now  the  poore  tenant, 
that  lived  well  in  that  golden 
world,  is  taught  to  ling  unto  his 
lord  a  new  fong,  and  the  land¬ 
lords  have  learned  the  text  of 
the  damned  difciple,  “  dpuid 
“  vultis  mihi  dare  id  ego  vobis 
ilium  tradam And  now 
the  world  is  foe  altered  with  the 
poore  tenant,  that  he  ftandeth 
foe  in  bodily  feare  of  his  greedy 
neighbour,  that  two  or  three 
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yeares  ere  his  leafe  ende,  he 
mull  bowe  to  his  lord  for  a 
new  lefe,  and  muft  pinche  it 
out  many  yeares  before,  to 
heape  money  together :  foe  that 
in  this  age  it  is  as  eafte  for  a 
poore  tenant  to  marie  two  of 
his  daughters  to  his  neighbours 
fonnes,  as  to  match  himfelfe  to 
a  good  farme  from  his  landlord. 

This  ufe  of  tenants  at  will 
was  foe  common,  that  there 
were  many  other  cuftomes 
grounded  upon  the  fame,  for 
they  were  not  tenants  at  will  at 
the  common  law,  to  be  put  out 
at  the  lord’s  will  at  any  time  of 
the  yeare ;  but  they  were  te¬ 
nantes  at  will  according  to  the 
cuftome  of  the  countrey,  and 
were  not  removable  without  two 
lawful  warnings  to  be  given  at 
ufuall  feaftes,  that  is,  the  one 
on  our  Ladie  Eve  in  Marche, 
the  other  at  May  Eve ;  and 
then  was  the  old  tenant  at  Mid- 
furnmer  to  remove  out  of  the 
Hall  houfe,  and  to  leave  it  to 
the  new  tenante,  and  the  paf- 
ture  to  be  common  betweene 
them  till  Michaelmas,  and  then 
the  old  tenant  to  departe  cum 
pannisy  and  to  leave  it  wholy 
to  the  new  comer ;  and  divers 
other  orders  there  are  duly  ob- 
ferved  as  yet  among  thefe  te¬ 
nantes,  which  for  brevitie  fake, 
I  here  over  pafte. 

O  3  Thefe 
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Thefe  kinde  of  tenants  by 
the  cuftom  of  the  countrey, 
were  to  pay  heiiots  at  theire 
death,  (viz.)  theire  beft  beaft, 
and  alio  were  chargeable  to  the 
repaire  of  theire  houfes,  hedges, 
&c.  And  there  is  obferved  an 
order  worth  the  noting,  and  for 
the  fame  hath  ben  about  12 
yeares  paft  found  and  prefented 
before  myfelfe,  and  other  com- 
mifiioners,  upon  a  furvey  for 
the  queen’s  majefiie,  the  laft 
was  within  this  countie,  which 
I  think  worth  the  remembrance 
in  this  place,  that  is  as  follow- 
eth.  If  the  tenant  buffer  his 
houfes,  hedges,  or  buildings,  to 
pro  we  ruinous,  the  landlord 
ufethto  fummon  ajurie  of  fix  of 
his  tenants  of  the  like  tenure  and 
cuftome,  whofe  turnes  may  be 
next  to  tall  of  the  like  fawfe,  to 
vywe  the  decay,  who  mull  and 
aught,  accordingly,  upon  theire 
oathes,  prefent  the  fame  indif- 
frently,  betweene  the  lord  and 
tenant ;  which  done,  the  land¬ 
lord  by  his  baylife,  or  reeve, 
ufeth  to  areft  foe  much  of  the 
tenants  goods  upon  the  landes 
found  upon  decay,  and  the  fame 
to  keep,  if  the  tenant  will  not 
give  fureties  to  anfwer  the 
goods,  or  to  make  the  repaire ; 
thefe  goods  mull  be  priiedby  the 
fayd  jury,  or  two  of  them,  or 
two  other  honed:  men,  and  then 
a  reafonable  day  is  given  to  the 


tenant  for  making  of  the  repaire, 
which,  if  he  doe  not  performe 
by  the  day,  then  may  the  land¬ 
lord  take  foe  much  of  the  ten¬ 
ant’s  goods  as  the  jury  hath 
found,  and  fell,  or  keepe  the 
fame,  as  him  pleafeth. 

And  if  the  fayd  jury  fo  fu ra¬ 
ni  oned  doe  find  lelfe  then  thedecay 
is  in  favour  of  the  tenant,  then  may 
the  landlord  fweare  a  new  jurie 
of  6  other  like  tenants,  to  enquire 
as  well  of  the  repaire  as  of  the 
concealment  of  the  firfi  jury, 
and  if  the  fecondjury  finde  more 
repaire  and  decay,  then  the  firfi: 
jury  did,  then  mull  the  land¬ 
lord  levey  foe  much  money  of 
the  tenants  goods  as  the  firfi: 
jury  found,  and  deliver  the  fame 
to  the  fayd  jury,  and  then  is  the 
firfi  jury  to  make  the  refidue  of 
the  reparations  upon  theire  owne 
charge,  and  the  lord  by  the  fayd 
cuftome,  hath  like  remedie  and 
meane  to  come  by  the  repaire 
againft  the  fayd  firfi  jury,  as  he 
had  before  againfi  the  tenant. 

Alfoe  the  lord,  by  cuftome, 
ufed  tyme  out  of  mind  in  this 
countrey,  may  have  his  adlion 
of  debt  ap-ainft  the  tenant  and 

O 

his  executors  for  the  fayd  re- 
paires,  wherein  I  have  feene 
divers  recover  in  my  time,  and 
the  defendant,  in  fuch  adlion, 
Ihall  not  wage  his  lawe  for  foe 
much  repaire  as  is  found  by  the 

jury. 
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jury.  This  cuftome  of  repair 
held  onely  for  thatched  houles, 
but  for  date  houfes,  the  land¬ 
lords  were  to  repaire  them,  ex¬ 
cept  it  were  by  fpeciall  covenant. 


This  much  have  I  been  bold  to 
infert  in  this  place,  becaufe  I 
have  been  prefent  where  feverall 
juries  have  feverally  founde  the 
cuftomes  aforefayd,  in  every 
pointe  upon  theire  oath,  and 
the  fame  certified  up  to  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  at  Weftminfter,  of 
which  jurors  being  in  the  whole 
the  number  of  34  perfons,  divers 
of  whom  were  gentlemen  and 
freeholders  of  good  difcretion 
aqd  living. 


There  is  alfoe  a  cuftome  ufed 
in  the  courts  at  the  common 
lawe,  in  this  fheere,  which  I 
doe  not  heare  is  ufed  in  other 
higher  courtes,  that  is,  that  a 
plantiffe,  in  an  adtion  of  debt, 
upon  any  fpecialtie,  or  other 
contract,  if  the  defendant  lofe 
by  default,  or  confeffion  in  forte, 
then  mud  the  plantiff  fweare 
his  debt  before  he  fhall  have 
judgment,  this  is  not  ufed  onely 
in  the  meaner  courts  but  alfoe  in 
the  higher. 


In  ancient  tyme,  I  alfoe  finde 
a  cuftome  ufed  in  mod  bafe 
courtes  within  the  fheere,  that 
for  matters  prefentable  and  in- 
quireable,  either  in  court  baron, 
or  court  leetc,  that  the  common 


amercment  was  7  fhillings,  let 
the  trefpafs  be  great  or  fmall,  or 
the  default  of  neceffitie  or  wil- 
full,  which  1  have  feene  ufed 
and  allowed  in  my  tyme  ;  but 
this  is  much  altered  of  late 
yeares,  and,  as  I  judge,  upon 
good  reafon,  in  anfwering  every 
man,  Jecundum  quantltatem  de¬ 
licti. 

Alfoe,  by  a  general!  cuftome 
of  Penbrokefhire,  all  courtes 
baron  were  holden  and  kept,  de 
quindeiia  in  quindenam,  and 
not  from  three  weekes  to  three 
weeks,  as  by  the  lawes  of  Eng¬ 
land  is  allowed, 

*  * 

There  was  in  tymes  pad,  in 
fome  parte  of  this  fheere,  Spe¬ 
cially  where  gavel  kinde  was, 
a  cuftome  ufed  called  Redwall 
cuftome,  which  was  that  noe 
acdion  of  trefpafs  lay  for  pafture 
in  open  fields  out  of  inclofures, 
which  cuftomel  myfelf  remember 
to  heare  much  fpoken  of,  though 
mightily  cracked ,  in  my  young 
yeares.  This  cuftome  feemed 
fomewhat  reafonable  among  the 
gavelekind  men,  for  that  at 
every  defcent,  the  lands  were 
fhared,  and  foe  the  whole  land 
of  the  countrey  grewe  into 
fmalle  peeces,  that  of  neceffitie 
the  owners  mud  grade  in  com¬ 
mon,  and,  therefore,  fome  rea¬ 
fon  there  was  at  the  firft  for  in¬ 
ducing  the  fame  •  as  alfoe  in, 
Q  4  townreds, 
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townrecls,  whole  lands  lay  parted 
in  common  fields,  but  this  cuf- 
tome,  in  mo  ft  partes,  as  the 
lands  grow  now  to  be  entire 
foyles,  is  foe  almoft  worne 
away,  although  among  fome 
troublefome  people,  it  were  good 
the  fayd  cuflome  were  refiored 
to  iyfe,  but  for  the  general!, 
otherwife,  and  this  cuflome,  al¬ 
though.  it  be  almofl  abolifhed, 

o 

yet  remaineth  in  name  and 
terme  thereof  very  ufual  among 
the  common  people,  for  the 
tyme  of  the  yeare  after  harvefl, 
when  all  the  neighbours  cattell 
runn  together,  in  the  common 
fields,  they  cal!  Redwall  tyme, 
but  of  this  term  Redwall ,  I  have 
fpoken  more  before  in  the  laft 
chapter,  as  may  appeare. 

There  goeth  alfoe  a  reporte  of 
a  cuflome  for  women  to  have 
the  thirds  of  all  theire  hufband’s 
goods  and  leafes,  and  many 
have  it  without  denial ;  but  this 
cuflome  hath  beene  of  late  fore 
fhaken  ;  and  yet  languifheth 
very  weake,  hardly  like  to  re¬ 
cover,  except  the  women  of  our 
countrey  would  eredl  an  inn  of 
court,  and  ftudie  the  law  to  de¬ 
fend  their  common  caufe,  where¬ 
in  I  would  thinke  they  were 
like  to  profit,  for  that  there  are 
of  them  many  ripe  witts  and  all 
readie  tongues. 


Although  there  be  many  par¬ 
ticular  cuflomes  ufed  in  fundrie 
places  for  paying  of  tythes,  with 
which  it  is  not  my  purpofe  to 
deale,  yet  is  it  not  impertinent 
to  fpeake  of  fome  generally  ufed 
throwout  the  whole  fheere,  and 
liked  and  allowed  of  all  hands. — * 
Such  is  the  paying  of  tithe 
cheefe,  by  paying  only  9  cheefes 
for  all  the  yeare,  (viz.)  3  for 
every  moneth  of  May,  June, 
and  July,  for  all  tyth  of  milk, 
butter,  and  cheefe,  for  all  the 
yeere,  and  doe  not  pay  dechnas 
de  ladle,  as  by  lawe  is  due. 

They  alfoe  pay  noe  tithe 
calves,  or  coltes,  but  ob:  for 
bullock,  heifFer,  or  filly,  at  a 
yeare  old,  and  a  peny  for  every 
horfe  colt  of  that  age.  Alfoe, 
one  tithing  pig  for  every  farrow 
after  the  fir  ft,  be  there  piggs 
fewe  or  many,  and  one  goofe, 
and  one  kidd  of  every  owner,  if 
he  have  two  or  upwards.  But 
of  thefe  ecclefiaftical  cuftomes, 
I  might  write  a  whole  volume, 
but  this  fli all  fuffice  for  this 
place. 

As  my  author  affedfs  to 
treat  of  particular  as  well  as 
general  cuftoms,  he  might  have 
enumerated  feveral  more,  and 
fome  within  his  own  Lordfhip  of 
Kernes,  fuch  as  Arian  Are  dig, 
or  Plough  money ,  which  was  4d. 

paid 
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paid  by  every  Gael  'Tenant ,  in 
the  manor  of  Eglwyfwrw,  for 
ploughing,  and  was  continued 
and  paid  by  that  name  in  his 
time — like  wife  Arlan  y  Vidir , 
paid  only  in  the  faid  manor,  by 
divers  houfes  for  having  a  way 
through  the  lord’s  land,  which 
now  the  houfes  that  pay  for  the 
fame,  have  enclofed,  and  ufe  it 
for  pafture,  or  otherwife,  at 
their  pleafure,  continuing  the 
antient  rent  for  fuch  eafement. 
There  were  befides,  in  his  time, 
(and,  I  believe,  fubfifting  to  this 
day)  2  cuftoms  incident  to  the 


barony  of  Kernes  at  large,  pecu¬ 
liar  to  that  only,  the  one  called 
Trnado ,  or  Feme  free ,  which 
was  5s.  paid  by  every  tenant 
who  departed  without  warning 
given  him  by  the  lord,  for 
which  he  might  diftrain,  or 
bring  his  adtion  of  debt  at  his 
election ;  the  other,  called  Marw 
Dywdrchen ,  which  was  Is.  4d. 
paid  by  the  lord’s  gael  tenants, 
for  any  perfon  dying  in  their 
houfes,  being  no  houfhold  fer- 
vant,  or  child  of  the  houlholder, 
and  having  no  cattle  of  his  own 
on  the  land. 


CAP.  XXIII. 

Of  divers  famous  and  learned  Men>  that  have  lived  or  been  lorn 
in  the  Count ie  of  Penbrok ,  in  former  Tymes ,  whofe  Works  are  left 

and  be  extant  to  Poferitie. 


HIS  little  fhire  of  Pen- 
broke  being  but  fmall  in 
circuit,  yeeldeth  but  a  fmalle 
number  of  learned  men  to  be 
fpoken  of,  that  have  left  any  of 
theire  works  behinde  them,  yet 
for  that  I  finde  fome  mentioned 
in  former  writers,  I  thought 
good  for  the  better  memory  of 
thefe  worthy  and  profitable 
members,  not  to  fuller  them 
unremembered  in  this  my  de- 
fcription  of  their  countrey,  mod 
of  them  being  naturally  coun¬ 
trey  men  born,  the  reft  being 

the  fewer  number,  for  that 

- 


theire  native  foile  was  uncer- 
taine  ;  yet  for  that  I  finde  and 
knowe  by  certaine  meanes  that 
they  were  Penbrokefhire  men, 
by  habitation  and  long  abode,  I 
thought  good  rather  then  to 
omitt  any  worthy  of  remem¬ 
brance,  to  infert  them  here, 
wherein  as  I  have  been  chiefly 
ayded  herein  by  the  painfull 
works  of  Mr.  John  Bale,  who 
hath  written  among  many  other 
good  workes  of  his,  a  particular 
volume,  De  Scriptoribus  Britan* 
nice .  Soe  I  finde  fome  alfoe  men¬ 
tioned  by  other  good  authors,  and 

fome 
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fome  of  the  later  age  of  myne  own 
knowledge  and  memorie,  adding 
altogether  to  make  up  a  fmalle 
number  of  this  my  countrey 
writers ;  wherein  I  for  fome  re- 
fpedls  omitt  the  now  living  wri¬ 
ters,  recommending  theire  names 
to  be  regiftered  by  theire  owne 
workes,  till  further  occafion  be 
mimftered  to  catalogue  theire 
names  with  thefe  that  iollow. 

Beginning  firft  with  the  moft 
ancient,  I  finde  Patric,  called 
Ratricius  Magnus,  who,  as  fay- 
eth  Humftrey  Lloyd,  was  bom 
in  Roofe,  whom  in  this  point  I 
take  for  my  author:  he  lived 
about  the  yeare  of  Chrift  432, 
as  faieth  Bale ;  he  was  brought 
up  in  great  learning  with  his  tinkle 
Martin,  bifhop  of  Towres,  a 
man  famous  in  his  time,  he  in- 
ftryfted  the  Scotts  and  Irilhmen 
in  the  Chriftian  religion,  and 
died  in  Ireland  Anno  Salutis  491, 
in  the  122d  yeare  of  his  age, 
This  St.  Patrick  founded  a  mo- 
nafterie  at  St.  David’s,  out  of 
which  was  afterwards  founded 
the  cathedral  church  there,  as 
fliall  be  Brewed  after.  He  lyeth 
buried  in  Down  in  Ireland,  to¬ 
gether  with  St.  Bridget*  and 
Columba,  as  appeareth  by  thefe 

verfes — 

* 

Hitres  in  Duno  tumulo  tumulantur  inuno 
Brjgitta  Pafriqus  atq$  Culumba  pius. 


He  wrote  thefe  books  — Ad 
CereticumTirannum  Epift.  la— 
Ad  Avalonias  Incolas  EpiRola 
una— -Ad  Hibernenfes  Ecclefias 
Epiftolm  plurimae — Ad  fuos  Bri- 
tannos  Epiftolas  plurimae. 

Dubricius  Gwaynianus,  born 
neare  the  river  Gwayn,  and 
thereof  took  his  furname,  a 
matter  very  ufuall  for  the  learned 
forte  among  the  ancient  Britons, 
as  OwenKyveileog,  David  Ddu 
Hiraethog,  David  Nantmor, 
Lewis  Morgannwc  Afferius 
Menevenfis,  &c.  and  is  ufed 
at  this  day  of  our  chiefe  Bards 
now  living.  This  river  Gwayne 
is  that  which  goeth  to  Fifhguard, 
and  runneth  throw  the  valley 
called  DifFrin  Gwayn ;  neither 
doe  I  know  any  river  in  Wales 
or  England  of  that  name,  but 
this  river  onely,  foe  that  of 
neceflity  this  muff  be  the  river, 
whereof  he  took  his  name,  and 
the  foile  wherein  he  was  born 
and  dwelled,  and  therefore  there 
is  noe  likelyhoode  that  he  fhould 
take  his  name  of  the  river  Wey, 
called  in  Welfh  Gwy,  for  fayth 
John  Bale  writing  of  this  Du¬ 
bricius,  a  Solo  apud  Demetas- 
ftc  didtus ,  foe  that  it  is  playne 
he  was  a  PenbrokeBrire  man 
borne,  which  people  onely  are 
the  Demetse,  for  the  river  Wey 
approacheth  not  neere  any  parte 
of  Penbrokefheere,  neither  is 
there  any  other  river  or  brooke 

in 
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in  all  the  fhire,  called  Gweyn, 
fave  this  onely  that  runneth  by 
Fifhvuard,  betide  he  is  remem- 
bered  yet  in  ancient  writings  in 
the  Welfh  tongue,  by  the  an¬ 
cient  Bards,  by  the  name  of 
Dubric  o  Langweyn ,  founding 
the  B  in  that  place  after  the 
Greeke  Beta,  as  is  ufually  don 
in  that  language.  This  Dubri- 
cius,  faith  Mr.  Bale,  in  his  youth 
was  famous  for  his  fmgular 
learning,  faying,  Maximus  apud 
Britannos  Bir  erat  \  infoemuch 
that  not  onely  out  of  his  owne 
countrey,  but  of  the  regions 
round  about,  there  reforted 
great  flocks  of  fcholers  to  be  by 
him  inftrudted  in  learning,  foe 
that  he  kept  famous  fchooles 
upon  the  river  fide  of  G  wayne. 
He  was  a  mighty  overthrow  to 
the  Pelagian  hereby,  which  in 
his  tyme  had  corrupted  the 
whole  church  of  Britaine,  and 
for  his  excellent  learning  he  was 
made  Archbifhop  of  Caerlegion, 
and  Metropolitan  of  Wales,  by 
Aurelius  Ambrofius,  Kino-  of 

7  >z> 

Britaine  ;  he  being  Archbifhop, 
crowned  Urther  Pendragon,  and 
after  him  tire  worthie  King  Ar¬ 
thur,  in  whofe  tyme  he  died  the 
1 3th  day  of  November,  in  tire 
yeare  of  our  Lord  522,  as  faith 
myne  author.  His  fame  foe 
flourifhed  after  his  lyfe,  that 
598  yeares  after  his  death,  his 
body  was  removed  from  his  firlt 
bipiail  to  the  church  of  Landaf, 


by  the  meanes  of  Urban,  bifhop 
of  that  fee.  The  works  left 
behind  him  were,  as  fayth  Mr* 
Bale,  thefe - • 

Declamationes  eruditae — Viri 
Chriftiana  profeflione,  &c. — In 
Arthuri  Coronatione  Oratio. 

David,  commonly  called  S'* 
David,  born  in  the  citie  of  St. 
David,  called  then  Menewe,  or 
Mynyw,  in  the  Britifh  tongue, 
and  h thence  of  him  called  St. 
David’s.  This  David  wars  a 
man  of  great  parentage,  and 
neere  of  kinne  to  the  worthie 
Arthur,  King  of  England,  by 
whom  he  was  preferred  to  be 
Archbifhop  of  Caerlegion,  the 
Metropolitan  See  of  Wales,  and 
Prirnat  of  the  fame,  being  in 
the  tyme  of  King  Arthur  one  of 
the  cheefe  flourifhing  cities  of 
all  Britaine,  as  is  yet  to  be  feene 
by  the  mines  thereof,  found  a 
mile  out  of  the  now  decayed 
towne,  in  corne  fieldes  and  other 
places,  where  vautes,  ftreetes, 
and  other  buildings  are  found, 
by  ploughing  and  digging.  Mr. 
Bale  faith,  this  David  over  and 
befide  his  fame  for  learning  and 
knowledge,  was  comely,  fayer, 
and  beautiful,  and  4  cubits  of 
Plight ;  he  buylded,  faith  he,  12 
monafteries,  and  by  his  uncef- 
fant  labours  utterly  confuted  and 
purged  the  church  of  the  Pela¬ 
gian  herefye,  being  thought  be¬ 
fore 
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fore  his  tyme  irrecoverable  ;  he 


was  foe  inward  with  King  Ar¬ 
thur,  that  he  obtayned  of  the 
King  to  transferee  the  archbi- 
fhop’s  fee  from  Caerleon  to  his 
owne  lowne  of  St.  David,  where 
to  this  day  it  remayneth,  al¬ 
though  without  arch  dignitie, 
which  long  ftnce  hath  been  fur- 
repted,  as  in  my  fecond  booke, 
treating  of  that  place,  1  will 
declare.  He  lived  in  the  tyme 
of  King  Arthur  (viz.)  in  the 
yeare  542,  and  in  the  147th. 
yeare  of  his  age,  therein  agree¬ 
ing  with  the  age  of  the  patriarch 
Jacob  at  the  tyme  of  his  death, 
and  was  archbifhop  65  yeares, 
and  was  buried  in  St.  David’s, 
in  a  monafterie  which  St.  Patrick 
had  founded  there.  He  wrote 
the  folio winp-  bookes— Contra 

o 

Pelagios  Liber  unus— -Homelius 
Evangeliorum  Lib:  L 

Merlin,  the  great  prophet 
and  chiefe  bard  of  his  tyme,  as 
faith  Mr.  Bayle,  was  borne  in 
Demetia.  This  Merlyn  is  fa¬ 
mous  yet  among  the  people  of 
this  age,  for  the  great  learning 
he  Ihewed.  Bale  fpeaketh  of 
two  Merlins,  the  one  living  in 
the  tyme  of  King  Arthur,  the 
other  in  the  tyme  of  Aurelius 
Ambrofius, 

Sampfon  Demeta  is  onely  re¬ 
membered  of  Mr.  Bale,  in  the 


addition  annexed  to  the  ende  of 
his  book,  who  lived  about  the 
yeare  of  Chrift  560,  and  foe 
paded  him  over  ;  and  foe  alfoe 
muft  I,  making  onely  mention 
of  his  name,  for  want  of  fur¬ 
ther  information, 

Johannes  Patricius,  alias  Eri- 
gena,  a  man  born  in  St.  Davids 
in  Penbrokelhire,  was  a  ftudent 
at  Athens,  and  was  expert  in 
the  Greeke,  Chaldean,  and  A- 
rabian  tongues,  and  vifited  all 
the  fchooies  of  philofophie  of 
his  tyme  ;  he  having  travelled 
Italy  and  France,  and  there  re¬ 
ceiving  great  intertainment  of 
Carolus  Calvus  and  Ludouicus 
Bulbus ;  tranflated  the  workes 
of  Dionifius  Ariopcigita  into  the 
Latin  tongue  ;  being  fent  thi¬ 
ther  from  Conftantinople  Anno 
Chrifti  858,  and  then  returning 
to  his  countrey,  purpofed  to  live 
privately  at  St.  David’s  ;  but  his 
fame  not  fuffering  it,  he  was 
fent  for  by  Alfred,  King  of 
England,  to  inftrudt  both  him 
and  his  children ;  which  King 
A  lfred  being  by  rneanes  of  his 
good  iriftrudlor,  inflamed  with 
the  defire  of  learning,  by  his 
good  perfualion  firft  founded  the 
univerlity  of  Oxford,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  this  his  fchoole  mailer, 
to  be  the  firft  teacher  and  reader 
of  liberall  artes  in  the  fame 
univerfttie  ;  but  in  his  later 
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yeares  he  withdrew  himfelfe  to 
the  abbey  of  Malmfburie,  where 


A  (Terms  Menevenfis,  a  fa¬ 
mous  hiitographer  of  his  tyme, 
a  man  born  in  St.  Davids,  and 
was  chancellor  there  till  by  the 
tyranny  of  the  King  of  Deme- 
tia,  he  was  forced  to  forfake 
his  countrey,  who  afterwards 
for  his  learning  was  by  King 
Alfred  made  Bifhop  of  Salifbu- 
rie.  He  wrote — The  Britifh 
Idiflory,  and  The  Life  of  King 
Alfred. 

Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  our  dear 
and  loving  countreyman,  to 
whom  above  all  other,  our 
countrey  is  moll  beholding,  was 
bom  in  Manor  Byr  Parifh,  of 
honourable  difcent  and  parent¬ 
age,  was  mafter  of  the  Englifh 
fchooles,  in  the  Univerhtie  of 
Paris,  and  moderator  of  divinity 

j 

there;  afterwards,  for  his  learn¬ 
ing,  required  to  come  to  Eng¬ 
land,  was  fecretary  to  King 


he  was  flaine  Anno  Chrifli  884 
— of  his  works  thefe  are  extant. 

Lib:  1 , 

Lib:  1 . 

Lib:  1. 

Lib:  4. 

Lib:  1 . 

Lib:  1. 

Lib:  1. 

Lib:  9. 

Lib:  1. 

Lib:  1. 

Lib:  1 . 

Henry  the  2,J.  and  had  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  King  John  in  his  youth, 
and  was  with  him  in  Ireland, 
where  he  wrote  the  defcription 
and  original!  hi  (lory  of  that 
countrey.  He  travelled  with  the 
Arch  bifhop  throwout  Wales, 
and  wrote  the  defcription  of  that 
countrey  alfoe,  and  then  ac¬ 
companied  the  archbifhop  to  the 
Holy  Land,  and  returning  home 
he  followed  the  caufe  for  the 
church  of  St.  Davids  at  Rome, 
againll  the  prerogative  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  then  hi-fi  pretended 
over  St.  Davids.  Ide  was  arch¬ 
deacon  of  St.  Davids  and  Breck¬ 
nock  where  he  dwelled,  he  was 
70  yeares  of  age,  and  lyeth  bu¬ 
ried  at  St.  Davids ;  he  wras  a 
great  writer  in  his  time,  and  a 
diligent  fearchcr  of  antiquities, 
among  many  of  his  workes, 
thefe  following  came  to  light. — - 


De  maculatis  Minifteries  - 
De  fide  contra  Barbaros  -  - 

De  Corpore  &  fanguine  Dno: 
In  Hierarchiam  Commentaries 
In  Theologiam  Myflicam 
Pro  Inflituendis  Nobiliuin  Filiis 
Verfiones  Dionnihi  -  -  - 

Moralia  Ariflotelas  -  -  - 

Paraphraflicos  Thomas  -  - 
Epiflolas  ad  diverfas  -  -  - 

Dogmata  Philofophorum 


Topo- 
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Togographium  Hibernian  -  - 

DilHndtionum  ejufdem  -  - 

'Itinerarium  Cambrias  -  -  - 

Topographium  Cambrias 
Epitomen  ejufdem  Rhythmice 

Yitam  Henrici  Seeundi  -  - 

/ 

Inftitutiones  Principis  -  - 

Speculum  Ecclefiafticum 
Adda  Regis  johis:  -  - 

De  imindi  mirabilibus 
De  Machined  requities 
De  Yifi  Saxonum  Regibus 
Anglorum  Cronicon  -  - 

Pro  Guidone  Warwicenfi 
Frerogativorum  Corpotum 
Dialogorum  quoque  -  - 


Lib: 

Lib: 

Lib: 

Lib: 

Lib: 

Lib: 

Lib: 


He  alfoe  in  his  painfull  tra¬ 
vels  and  journeys  to  Rome,  in 
defens  of  the  prerogative  metro- 
politate  of  Sb  Davids  againfl  the 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  wrote 
a  book  intituled  De  Sudoribus 
circa  fedem  Menevenfem,  which, 
as  it  appeareth,  came  to  the 
hands  of  Sir  John  Price,  Kif.  a 

Epigrammata  qusedam 
In  patrio  fermone 

Adam  Hatton,  bom  at  Caer 
Voriok,  in  Dewifland,  de- 
feended  of  a  worfhipful  paren¬ 
tage,  and  for  his  learning  pre¬ 
ferred  to  the  fee  of  St.  Davids, 
was  Lord  Chancellor  of  Eng- 


L 

3. 

1. 
h 
1. 

L 

1. 

Lib:  1. 

Lib:  L 
Lib:  1. 

Lib:  I. 

Lib:  1, 

Lib:  R 
Lib:  1. 

Lib:  1. 

Lib:  L 

painful  and  affedfious  gentle¬ 
man  to  his  countrey. 

Mauricius  Morganenfis,  faith 
Mr.  Bale,  born  in  Penbroke- 
flrire,  lived  about  the  yeare 
1210,  he  was  a  famous  poet  in 
his  tyme,  and  learned,  and 
wrote, 

.  -  -  Lib:  I. 

-  -  -  Libri  plures. 

land  to  King  Richard  the  2d.  he 
was  founder  of  and  builded  Sb 
Marieys  College  in  Sb  Davids, 
in  the  tyme  of  Edward  the  3k 
He  wrote  *  Statuta  Ecclefxa 
Menvens: 


*  This  curious  work  now  exifts  in  the  archives  of  the  cathedral  church  of  St. 
David’s  •  a  copy  of  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  Britifh  Mufeurn,  amongft  the  Harieiaa 
manuferipts,  being  part  of  Mia  Hugh  Thomas  s  collection. 


Henry 
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Henry  Chichelfey  was  made 
biihop  of  S:.  Davids  in  the  yeare 
of  Chrift  1409,  was  afterwards 
tranflated  from  thence  to  Can¬ 
terbury  ;  lie  was  founder  of  AH 
Soules  Colledge  in  Oxford,  and 
gave  the  churches  of  Sc.  Clares 
and  Llangennith  in  Cannar- 
thenfhire,  to  the  maintenance 
thereof ;  he  was  of  lingular  witt 
and  flowing  eloquence,  and  was 
one  of  the  three  that  were  fent 
to  the  generall  Counfel  of  Fife, 
Anno  1409.  He,  alfoe,  in  the 
parliament  of  Leicefter,  in  the 
fecond  yeare  of  King  Henry  the 
5th.  by  his  witt,  learning,  and 
eloquence,  uttered  in  an  ora¬ 
tion,  did  defend  the  temporall 
livings  of  the  bifliops,  abbotts, 
and  clergie  of  England,  which 
then,  in  the  fayd  parliament, 
was  valued  to  be  able  to  fuf- 
taine  to  the  king’s  honour  and 
ftrength  of  the  realme,  1 5  erles, 
1500  knights,  6200  elquiers, 


and  100  almfhoufes  for  the 
poor,  and  ^20000.  a  yeare  to 
the  king,  and  fhold  have  been 
feifed  into  the  king’s  hands,  and 
preferved  the  fame  from  a  migh- 
tie  downfall,  which  fore  terri¬ 
fied  the  hearts  of  the  clergie  of 
that  age,  but  by  this  good  bi- 
iliop,  was  qua  died,  and  never 
after  remembered  till  the  tv  me 
of  King  Henry  the  8th. 

Thomas  Rodburne,  bifhop 
Oi  S .  Davids,  lived  in  the  tyme 
of  Henry  the  4th.  and,  Anno 
1412,  wrot  a  Chronicle  of 
England. 

Stephen  Patrington,  bifhop 
of  Sh  Davids,  although  a  nor¬ 
thern  man  borne,  yet  ingraffed 
by  his  place,  in  this  foile,  was 
confelfor  to  Elenrie  the  5th.  and 
wrot  thefe  volumes,  obiit  Lon- 
dini  1470. 


Lib:  4. 
Lib:  1. 
Lib:  L 
Lib:  1. 
Lib:  1. 
1. 

Lib:  1. 
Lib:  1. 
Lib:  1. 
Lib:  J. 
Lib:  1. 


Commentarias  Sententiarum  - 
Repertorium  Argumentarum 
De  facerdotali  fundlione  Ledh 
Contra  Wickleviflas  -  -  . 

Sermonum  /2  De  tempore 
Contra  Ishcolaum  Elerford 
Sermonum  deSandfis  -  . 

In  Eglogas  Theodofii  - 
In  Efopi  Fabulas  - 
Queftionum  Ordinationes 
Lpiftolarum  ad  diverfos 


-  Lib: 


John 


£03 


CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796. 


John  a  Kent,  a  famous  doc¬ 
tor  of  divinity,  as  appeareth  by 
his  divine  works,  which  will 
not  be  forgotten  till  the  world’s 
ende ;  he  was  a  learned  poet, 
wherein  he  had  a  favour  of  na¬ 
ture,  and  therefore  hath,  in  the 
Welfli  tongue,  left  many  nota¬ 
ble  workes  ;  he  lived  in  the  tyme 
of  King  Richard  the  3d.  as  Mr. 
Holiinihed  noteth  ;  he  was  borne 
in  the  lordfhip  of  Kilgerran  in 
Penbrokelhire,  as  is  manifeft 
by  feme  of  his  own  workes.  I 
hncle  another  John  of  Kent  that 
lyved  in  the  tyme  of  Henry  the 
3d.  but  what  countryman  he  was 
I  know  not. 

King  Henry  the  feaventh,King 
of  England,  was  borne  in  the 
*  caftle  of  Penbroke,  and  there¬ 
fore  may  properly  be  fayd  to  be 
a  Penbrokelhire  man. 

Reynold  Pecocke,  a  learned 
man,  born  in  Lougharne,  then 
being  parte  of  Penbrokelhire, 
though  fythence  wrongfully 
wrefied  away. 

Sir  Thomas  Eliot,  knh  anci¬ 
ently  defcended  of  Penbroke- 
ihire,  where  his  chiefe  houfe, 
name,  andfamily  is  wellknowne, 
a  man  whofe  fame  as  alfoe  his 
workes,  are  fufficiently  knowne 
at  this  prefent,  and  myfelfe  farre 
too  meane  to  commend  this 
knh  befides  the  good  fervice  of 


his  perfon  in  the  commonwealth 
while  he  lived,  imployed  his 
labours  for  his  countreys  good, 
after  his  death,  and  left  to  pof- 
teritie  very  worthy  workes,  as 
a  Didlionarie  in  Laten  and  Eng- 
lilfo  The  Cafiell  of  Health, 
4  bookes.— The  Floures  of 

Wytt. - The  Governour,  a 

work  both  rare  and  excellent  for 
the  infirufilion  of  gentlemen. 

William  Owen,  Efq.  borne 
in  Penbrokelhire,  as  alfoe  that 
countrey  man  by  ancient  defcent 
and  progenie,  was  fellow  ftudent 
and  neare  cofen  to  the  lafi  re¬ 
cited  Sir  Thomas  Eliot,  and  of 
familiar  converfation  together ; 
he  was  alfoe  chamber  fellow 
with  the  reverend  judge  Sir  An¬ 
thonies  Fitzherbert,  and  fiudied 
the  lawes  together.  He  wrot 
out  the  large  volume  of  his 
chamber  -  fellowes  Abridgment 
of  the  Lawes  of  this  Realme, 
being  the  firfb  worke  of  abridg¬ 
ing  the  lawes  that  was  done, 
which  travel!  in  writing  fee 
huge  a  volume,  was  no  lefie 
tedious  to  his  body,  then  it  was 
profitable  to  his  fiudie,  whereby 
he  imprinted  in  his  mynde  as 
much  knowledge  of  the  lawe, 
as  by  many  yeares  fiudie  he  had 
gained  (as  I  often  heard  him- 
felfe  confefie).  He  profited  by 
the  fiudie  of  the  lawe,  but  not 
greatly  by  the  prafilife  thereof, 
which  he  gave  over  long  ere 

his 
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liis  death,  he  was  the  firfl 
(among  other  workes  of  his) 
that  abridged  the  Statutes  of 
England,  and  reduced  them  un~ 
der  common  titles,  to  the  great 
eale  of  the  readers,  which  he 
did  in  the  tyme  of  Hen.  8th.  in 
foe  fmall  a  volume,  as  the  price 
thereof  was  but  121.  whereof 
fome  are  yet  to  be  feene  printed 
by  Richard  Pynfon,  A.  1)  f 
1528,  under  his  name  and  title. 
He  alfoe  wrote  other  workes, 
yet,  notwithftanding  his  hard 
fludie  in  his  youth,  and  con- 
tinuall  toyle  and  travell,  all  his 
tyme,  he  carried  to  his  grave  fo 
many  yeares  as  that  he  fa  we  in 
ripe  yeares,  the  fifth  iflue,  male 
by  difcent  of  the  body  of  his 
godfather,  and  was  prefent  at 
the  coronation  and  proclamation 
of  thirteen  kings  and  queens  of 
England,  and  lived  under  the  14th, 


One  king  and  one  queen  were 
never  married  ;  he  alfoe  fawe  8 
bilhops  in  St.  David’s  ;  and  all 
his  life  tyme,  was  never  fick  but 
once,  and  at  his  dying  day,  which 
was  on  the  29th  March,  1574, 
wanted  not  one  tooth. 

Robert  Record,  dodfor  of 
phifick,  a  Tenby  man  borne* 
in  his  tyme  was  a  man  as  much 
renowned  for  his  learning,  as  he 
was  afterwards  honoured  for  his 
workes,  which  for  cofmogra-f 
phie,  arithmetick,  and  geome¬ 
tric,  are  the  rudiments  held 
efieemed,  above  any  others 
before  or  fince  his  tyme. 
Much  is  our  Englifh  nation  be¬ 
holding  to  the  author,  neither  can 
his  prayfe  be  fufficientlie  blazed 
for  the  good  he  left  him,  he 
compiled 


The  Ground  of  Artes 


The  Wheftone 
The  Cafiell  of 
The  Path  Way 
The  Ur i nail  of 

He  died  in  the  raigne  of  Queene 
Mary. 

f  homas  Phaer,  dodlor  of 
phifick,  a  man  honoured  for  his 
learning,  commended  for  his 
government,  and  beloved  for  his 
pleafant  natural  conceipts,  he 
chofe  Penbrokefhire  for  his 


of  Wytt, 

Knowledge, 

Phifick. 

earthly  place,  where  he  lived 
worfhipfully,  and  ended  his  days 
to  the  greefre  of  all  good  men  at 
the  Forefi;  of  Kilgarran,  being 
his  chofen  feat;  he  tranflated 
the  Enevdes  of  Virgil,  a  worke 
none  worthily  commend,  though 
commended  of  mod,  fhewing 
in  the  author,  his  great  fkill, 
P  learning, 
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learning,  and  aptnes  of  na¬ 
ture. 

Harry  Morgan,  dodtor  of 
lawes,  for  his  learning  preferred 
to  be  bifhop  of  St.  Davids,  in 
Queene  Mary’s  tyme,  was 
borne  in  Dewilland,  as  worthy 
in  place,  as  he  was  generouily 
defcended. 

Thomas  Yong,  dodlor  in  di- 
vinitie,  fucceeded  the  fayd  bi- 
fhop  Morgan,  in  St.  Davids, 
and  there  hence  advanced  to  the 
fee  of  Yorke,  he  was  borne  in 
Haggefton,  near  Lamphei. 

Richard  Davies,  bifhop  of 
St.  Davids,  a  man  noe  lefle  in 
his  tyme  much  reverenced  for 
his  rare  vertues  and  excellencies 
in  learning:,  agreeable  to  his 

o7  o 

place  and  calling,  then  honour¬ 
ed  for  his  publique  hofpitalitie 
and  liberality  in  his  life  tyme, 
though  fufteining  many  troubles 
and  great  crofTes,  yet  fo  bearing 
himfelfe,  as  he  was  inwardly 
affedled  of  the  good,  and  nevpr 
detradled  but  of  the  bad.  He, 
for  the  advancement  of  God’s 
glory,  tranflated  into  Welfh 


The  New  Teflament — The 
Common  Prayer  Book — Many 
Notable  Sermons.  He  died  7°. 
Novembris,  1581. 

Thomas  Huett,  Chauntor  of 
St.  Davids,  a  man  that  all  his 
life  bare  himfelf  alwayes  in  good 
accompt  and  efhmation,  tooke 
alfoe  much  paynes  with  the 
fayd  bifhop,  in  tranflating  the 
former  bookes,  as  may  appeare 
by  the  Epiftles  of  them:  He 
died  19°.  Die  Augufti,  A.  D. 
1591. 

Robert  Lougher,  a  dodtor  of 
lawes,  a  WeHhman,  borne  at 
Tenby,  was,  for  his  learning, 
of  great  eflimation,  and  held  the 
chyer  in  Oxford  for  many 
yeares,  befide  other  cheeffe 
places  in  the  Univerfitie ;  till 
worthily  he  was  advanced  to  be 

j 

Chancellor  of  Yorke,  holding 
which  place,  he  died  the  3d  of 
June,  1585,  where  he  was 
borne. 

In  fome  degree  to  confirm 
what  is  related  above  of  Dubri - 
ciusj  there  is  a  %  fpot  belong- 


sfc  This  fequeflcred  fpot,  now  my  property,  exhibits  a  fituation  moil  happily  adapted 
to  the  life  of  a  pious  reclufe  ;  which,  though  not  very  remote  from  the  haunts  of  man, 
is  curioufly  fhut  out  from  the  world,  and  environed  with  objects  of  the  molt  awful  kind, 
and  belt  calculated  to  infpire  devotion — Dubrieius’s  Cave  ftill  exilts,  but  the  games 
have  been  fome  time  difeontinued,  which,  it  is  laid,  were  celebrated  on  the  day  dedi¬ 
cated  to  that  Saint  in  the  Romilh  Calendar, 
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ing  to  me  on  the  Banks  of  the 
Gwayn,  called  Pwll  Dyfrig , 
probably  the  fcene  of  his  religi¬ 
ous  retirement,  a  mid  Pc  tremen¬ 
dous  rocks  and  wilds,  where 
there  are  many  caverns,  fuch  as 
hermits  ufed  to  occupy  ;  be¬ 
low  the  principal  of  which, 
there  are,  to  this  day,  annual 
games  folemnized  by  the  coun¬ 
try  people,  and  ale  and  bragawd 
expoled  to  fale  in  the  cave,  as  it 
were  commemorative  of  fome 
circumffance,  to  which  they  at¬ 
tached  peculiar  veneration. 

As  my  author  did  not  think 
it  foreign  to  his  purpofe  to  in¬ 
troduce  into  this  catalogue  of 
famous  men,  the  names  of  fuch 
who  had  no  other  relation  to 
the  county  of  Pembroke,  than 
that,  by  long  refidence,  they 
had  been,  as  it  were,  natura¬ 
lized  to  it,  as  many  of  the  bi- 
fhops  and  dignitaries  of  St. 
David’s  ;  1  rather  marvel  that  he 
did  not  find  room  for  Robert 
Ferran,  the  martyr,  whole  chil¬ 
dren  matching  with  very  re- 


fpedlable  families  in  this  county, 
became  perfedt  Welfh  people  ; 
a  man  whofe  life  and  death  en¬ 
title  him  to  honourable  men¬ 
tion,  not  with  (landing  malice 
hath  endeavoured  to  fully  his 
fame,  and  even  to  obfcure,  if 
poffible,  the  blaze  of  his  mar- 
trydom. 

Mr.  Edward  Llwyd,  of  Ox¬ 
ford,  to  whom  I  Ihewed  this 
work,  and  communicated  my 
intention  of  colledfincr  materials 

O 

to  fill  up  the  author’s  original 
defign,  feeing  that  I  had  got 
together  many  very  rare  docu¬ 
ments  relative  to  Pembrokefliire 
as  a  county  palatine,  and  to  the 
Earls  thereof,  recommended  it 
to  me  to  finifh  that  apart ;  there¬ 
fore,  in  deference  to  his  judg¬ 
ment,  I  have  taken  the  fub- 
flance  of  Cap.  25,  which  treated 
of  this  county  in  its  palatine 
capacity,  meaning  to  make  it 
the  ground  work  to  raife  all  my 
colledfion  on  that  fubjecl  upon, 
and  aflign  this  as  the  realon  why 
it  is  here  fupprefled.* 


*  Being  in  poffeffion  of  the  materials  here  alluded  to,  and  flattering  myfelf,  that  by 
applying  them  to  the  purpofe  for  which  they  were  originally  intended,  a  very  inter- 
efting  treatife  might  be  produced,  and  having  it  in  contemplation  to  fill  up  my  an- 
pel'tor  s  outlines,  I  have  not  reflored  Cap.  25  to  its  place,  but  referve  it  to  form  the 
of  the  work,  agreeable  to  the  original  dqfign. 
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CAP.  XXVI. 

Of  divers  Wonders  and  Curiojities  of  Penbrokejhire * 


IN  fpeaking  of  wonders,  lead 
the  reader  diould  wonder  too 
much,  I  think  it  fitt  fird  to 
defcribe  thefe  things,  which  I 
will  here  call  wonders  ;  and, 
therefore,  I  will  call  wonders 
thefe  things  that  for  the  rarenes 
thereof  will  draw  people  to  mar- 
veil  thereat,  and  yet  noe  un~ 
naturall  caufe,  or  matter  to  be 
found,  for  if  it  fwarve  from 
nature,  it  is  more  properly  (if 
it  come  by  the  handie  work  of 
God)  a  miracle  ;  if  by  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  nature,  then  more 
aptly  called  a  monder  then  a 
wonder,  for  many  naturall 
things  for  the  rarenede  thereof 
will  drawe  people  to  wonder  at 
it.  Of  thefe  fuch  fewe,  as  I 
have  noted,  to  be  found  in  Pen- 
brokefhire,  I  will  brieffly  note, 
which  I  comprife  under  the 
number  of  nine. 

The  fird  whereof  lhall  be 
the  fhaking  done,  neere  within 
half  a  mile  of  St.  Davids,  to¬ 
wards  the  fea  cliffe,  where  there 
is  to  be  feen  a  huge  done,  fo 
madie,  as  by  edimation,  pafleth 
the  draught  of  100  oxen,  which 
done  is  in  forme  cornered  di- 


verfly,  and  fomewhat  round 
and  broad,  being  a  done  as 
hard  as  marble,  unpolifhed  or 
hewed  by  any  arte  or  labour  ; 
this  done  is  mounted  upon  di¬ 
vers  other  dones,  about  a  yard 
high  from  the  ground,  and  foe 
equally  poifed,  as  that  with  one 
dnger  a  man  may  foe  diake  it 
as  that  you  may  fendbly  fee  it 
move ;  and  if  two  or  three  men, 
or  more,  fit  or  dand  on  it,  yet 
may  you  foe  move  it,  that  the 
men  on  it  may  fendbly  fee  and 
feele  themfelves  moved  thereby. 
This  is  reckoned  for  a  drange 
and  rare  thing,  and  is  vidted  of 
many  that  have  caufe  to  reforte 
to  St.  Davids  ;  it  is  reported  of 
this  done,  that  you  may  move 
it  with  one  dnger,  and  if  you 
put  the  whole  drength  of  your 
body,  it  will  not  dirre ;  the 
caufe  whereof  is,  for  that  the 
motion  of  the  done  is  but  very 
little,  and,  therefore,  it  is  not 
foe  well  to  be  perceived,  if  you 
put  both  your  hands,  or  your 
fhoulder  to  move  it,  as  when 
you  put  but  one  hande,  or  one 
or  two  of  your  dngures.  A 
learned  and  worthie  man  feeing 

this 
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this  qualitie  of  the  wonder,  de- 
fcribeth  it  thus : 

Concusit  hunc  levis  motus  quemnon 
movet  ullus, 

Cumqj  minus  movea's,  tunc  movet 
ecce  magi*. 

It  is  a  thing  Rrange  to  fee  how 
equiponderous  this  Rone  is 
placed  upon  two  Rones,  under 
propping  it,  that  foe  fmall 
Rrength  fhould  be  able  to  move 
foe  maflie  a  body,  and  it  is  the 
more  rare,  for  that  it  fhould 
feeme  that  the  placing  was  not 
don  by  arte  of  man,  but  by  na- 
turall  meanes,  or  chance,  as 
we  call  it.  The  like  Rone  have 
I  found  myfelfe  in  the  Haven  of 
Caldei  IRand  by  chance,  go¬ 
ing  over  Rones  there,  under  the 
full  fea  marke,  and  over  flowne 
every  tyde,  but  much  leffe  in 
quantitie  then  this  of  St.  Da¬ 
vids. 

The  fecond  wonder  that  I 
finde  worthy  noting,  is  a  well 
ipring  on  the  top  of  a  high 
rocke,  neare  St.  Davids  afore- 
fayd,  half  a  mile  and  more  from 
the  fea,  the  water  being  freRi 
and  fweete,  that  keepeth  courfe 
with  the  fea  in  ebbing  and  flow¬ 
ing  twife  every  24  hours,  and 
be  full  at  full  fea,  and  very 
lowe  at  the  ebbe.  The  little 
children  that  herd  cattell  neere 
the  place,  are  foe  acquainted 
with  this  well,  that  they  will  re- 
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forte  to  the  well  on  purpofe  to 
know  how  the  tyde  goetb,  and 
will  declare  the  Rate  of  the  ebb 
and  flud  prefently  by  infpe&ion 
of  the  well. 

There  is  not  farre  from  the 
Riaking  Rone,  at  a  place  called 
Perthmawr,  out  of  a  chamber, 
a  pafiage  under  ground,  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  mile,  leading  to  the  fea. 
I  have  not  myfelf  feene  this  paf- 
fage,  and,  therefore,  I  cannot 
foe  largely  treat  of  it  as  I  wifhe, 
but  it  is  a  thmge  worthie  of 
place  among  things  rare  and 
Rrange,  as  I  am  informed  by 
them  that  are  acquainted  with 
the  fame. 

Another  matter  I  will  note 
here  as  a  Rrange  and  rare  thing, 
that  is,  fhells  of  RRies,  as  oyRer 
fhells,  mufkell  Riells,  cockles, 
lympitts,  and  other  fhells  of  fea 
fifh,  are  found  in  digging  of 
marie,  and  this  upon  high  hills, 
where  the  marie  is  found  3  or  4 
miles  from  the  fea,  and  this 
twentie  foot  deepe  under  the 
earth,  foe  that  of  neceflitie  thefe 
Riells  muR  have  remay ned  there 
Rnce  the  Rudd  of  Noe,  being 
now  3909  yeares  Rnce.  Thefe 
Riells  are  very  commonly  found 
in  the  marie  pitts  very  deepe 
under  the  earth,  and  are  frefh 
of  collour,  but  moR  of  them 
putrified  and  rotten ;  yet  fome 
I  have  feene  founde  and  Rrong, 
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without  any  kinde  of  putrifica- 
tion.  There  is  alioe  found  in  the 
fayd  marie  pitts  all  manner  of 
Rones  of  the  fea  fhore,  worne 
round  and  fmooth  by  the  fea  ; 
and  all  fortes  of  fea  fand,  as 
alfoe  pieces  of  tymber  unrotten, 
with  the  apparent  fignes  of  cut¬ 
ting  with  edge  tooles,  and  fire¬ 
brands  with  black  coles  on  the 
one  ende ;  all  which  confirmeth 
the  opinion  of  the  common 
people,  that  the  marie  is  the 
fatnes  and  clamy  fubftance  of 
the  earth,  by  the  beating  and 
walking  of  the  fiudd,  and  foe 
gathered  together,  including 
within  it  whatfoever  touched 
the  clamy  fubftance,  and  ioe 
left  in  great  lumpes  at  the  de¬ 
parting  of  the  fiudd.  This  kind 
of  marie  was  found  onely  in 
the  upper  parte  of  Kemes,  and 
in  the  hundred  of  Kilgarran,  of 
all  this  fhire. 

Another  rare  and  ftrange 
thing  is  to  be  remembered  of 
certen  rootes  of  tymber,  which 
about  12  or  18  yeares  paid  were 
feene  on  the  fandes  at  Newgal, 
by  reafon,  as  it  feemeth,  that 

the  violence  of  the  fea,  or  fome 

/ 

extreame  frefli  of  the  rivers  in 
the  winter,  wafhecl  away  the 
fandes  (which  dayly  is  and  was 
over  flowen  with  the  tyde  ioe 
lowe)  that  there  appeared  in 
the  fandes  infinit  number  of  butts 
of  trees,  in  the  places  where 


they  had  been  growing,  and 
now  every  tyde,  and  there  ap¬ 
peared  the  very  ftroakes  of  the 
hatchett  at  the  falling  of  thofe 
tymber.  The  fandes  being 
w  a  fired  away  in  the  winter,  the 
butts  remayned  to  be  feene  all  the 
fommer  following,  but  the  next 
yeare  the  fame  was  covered  a- 
gaine  with  fands,  by  which  it 
appeareth,  that  the  lea  in  that 
place  hath  intruded  upon  the 
land ;  and  neere  the  place  in 
Rowfe  fide,  there  is  a  townred, 
called  as  yet  the  Wood,  although 
there  be  not  any  other  figne  of 
wood  upon  the  land  thereof  at 
this  day.  This  thing  Girald. 
Cambrenfis,  who  wrote  his  de- 
fcription  of  Wales,  in  the  tyme 
of  Harry  the  2\  noteth  ;  for  in 
his  tyme  alfoe,  thefe  butts  of 
tymber  were  feene",  and  laveth 
it  as  a  ftrange  memoriall  to  pof- 
teritie.  It  hath  been  told  me  by 
the  neighbours  of  Coedtrueth, 
neere  Tenby,  that  the  like  hath 
been  feene  there  upon  the  fandes ; 
and  Mr.  Hollingflied  reported! 
the  like  to  be  found  betweene 
Penfance  and  St.  Michael’s 
Mount  in  Cornwall.  Fol:  14. 

There  is  alfoe  a  pitt  in  the 
earth  in  Boiherfton  parifh,  which 
is  called  Boiher’s  Meere,  where¬ 
of  there  are  ftrange  things  re¬ 
ported,  as  that  at  certaine  tymes 
there  are  ugly  and  terrible  noyfes, 
and  founds  heard  to  proceeds 

from 
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from  the  fame  pitt,  and  that  a 
tume  or  fmoake  (to  mens  ap¬ 
pearance)  oftentymes  feene  ri- 
fino-  and  mounting  out  of  the 
lame  pitt,  as  out  of  a  burning 
fumes,  and  alfoe  great  flakes  of 
boyling  froth  call  up  out  of  the 
hole  ;  and  which  is  more  ftrange, 
if  fheepe,  or  other  like  cattell, 
be  grazing  neere  the  pitt,  ofttimes 
they  are  forcibly  and  violently 
drawne,  and  carried  into  the 
pitt;  and  if  a  cloke,  or  other 
garment  be  caft  on  the  ground, 
neere  the  pitt  at  certaine  feafons, 
you  Hi  all  Hand  afarre  of,  and 
fee  it  fodainly  fnatched,  drawne, 
and  fwallowed  up  into  the  pitt, 
and  never  feene  againe :  all 
which  I  heare  to  be  true,  by 
creditable  reporte  of  the  neigh¬ 
bours  ;  and  of  purpofe  I  went 
to  fee  the  place,  and  I  doe  ve- 
ryly  believe  the  reportes,  and 
therefore  I  may  well  place  it 
here  as  a  ftrange  and  rare  mat¬ 
ter.  The  caufe  is,  as  I  guefle, 
tor  that  the  pitt  is  round  and 
narrow,  and  is  within  two  or 
three  butts  length  to  the  fea  cliffe, 
the  land  being  all  lymeftone 
rock,  loe  bare  and  barren,  that 
fcarce  any  grafle  groweth  on 
the  ground,  although  it  be 
plaine.  Looking  downe  into 
the  hole,  I  finde  it  very  deepe 
and  broad  downwards,  and  from 
the  bdttom  there  is  a  create 

O 

breech  to  the  fea,  foe  that  it 
ftiould  feeme  all  the  ground  be- 


tweene  it  and  the  fea  to  be  hol¬ 
low  underneath  ;  and  when  the 
fea  is  tempeftious,  the  furges 
enter  the  concavitie  with  great 
furie,  and  the  place  being  hol¬ 
low,  yealdeth  ftrange  and  loath- 
fome  noyfes,  as  were  all  clyfles 
are  heard,  the  found  whereof 
afcendeth  through  the  hollowes 
of  the  earth,  and  is  heard  neare 
the  hole  mouth  in  ftrange  forte  ; 
and  when  the  waves  are  forcibly 

J 

driven  into  the  ftraitnes,  the 
fpraves  are  forced  up  throwe 
the  hole,  as  they  doe  in  break¬ 
ing  againft  the  cliff,  which 
fheweth  afarre  off  as  fmoake, 
ifluing  out  of  a  chimney,  and 
cafteth  up  pieces  of  white  foame, 
that  fwimmeth  on  the  water; 
and  this  is  the  fmoake  that  the 
people  reporteth  to  fee :  and 
when  the  cave  is  violently  filled 
with  the  fea  furges,  foe  that 
noe  ayre  is  left  in  the  concavitie 
of  the  earth,  the  fea  returning 
foddenlie,  the  aver  being  fodden- 
lie  alfoe  drawne  downe  throwe 
the  narrow  hole,  is  foe  attrac¬ 
tive,  as  if  any  fheepe,  or  what 
thing  foever  be  founde  neere  the 
brinke  of  the  pitt,  the  fame  is 
violently  by  the  ayer  drawen 
into  the  gulfe,  and  this  is  the 
reafon  of  this  wonder. 

Another  rare  thing  there  is, 
and  ftrange  indeed,  if  it  be  true, 
as  I  am  perfuaded  it  is,  for  that 
the  place  is  within  the  lordfhip  of 
P  4  myne, 
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myne,  and  within  two  miles  of 
my  dwelling,  and  all  the  inha- 
bitents,  both  young  and  old, 
doth  affirme  and  confirme  the 
fame  ;  which  is,  that  in  the  pa- 
rifhe  of  Whitechurch,  in  Kernes, 
being  a  pari  hi  of  20  or  30 
houHioldes,  and  large  in  quan¬ 
tity,-  having  in  it  both  playne 
ground,  hills,  and  rocks,  there 
was  never  feene  any  adder  alive, 
although  in  the  pariHies  round 
about  they  are  found  continu¬ 
ally,  as  in  other  places  of  the 
countrey.  This  being  true,  as 
I  am  perfuaded  it  is,  is  a  thing 
to  be  marvelled  at  indeede,  and 
what  affinitie  this  pari  hi  onely, 
and  none  other,  jfhould  have 
with  the  land  of  Ireland,  or 
with  the  countrey  of  Buchynan , 
in  Scotland,  which,  as  Boetius 
writeth,  breedeth  noe  ratts,  nei¬ 
ther  will  they  live  brought  thi¬ 
ther  from  el fe where. 

\ 

%  Another  thing  w*orth  the 
noting,  is  the  Hone  called  Maen 
y  Gromlech ,  upon  Pentre  Jevan 
Lande.  It  is  a  huge  and  maffie 
Hone,  mounted  on  high,  and 
let  on  the  topps  of  3  other  high 
Hones,  pitched,  Handing  upright 
in  the  ground,  which  far  paffeth 


for  bignes  and  hight,  Arthur’s 
Stone,  in  the  way  betweene 
Hereford  and  the  Haye,  or  Lech 
yr  Aft ,  neere  Blaen  Porth,  in 
Cardiganfliire ;  or  any  other 
that  ever  I  fawe,  faving  fome 
in  Stonehenge,  upon  Salifburie 
Plaine,  called  Chorea  Gigantum , 
being  one  of  the  chiefe  wonders 
of  England.  The  Hones  where¬ 
on  this  is  layd  are  foe  high,* 
that  a  man  on  horfeback  may 
well  ryde  under  it  without 
flowping.  '.Die  Hone  that  is 
thus  mounted  is  18  foote  lonpv 
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and  9  foote  brode,  and  3  foote 
thicke  at  one  end,  but  thinner 
at  the  other  •  and  from  it,  as  it 
is  apparent  fince  his  placing 
there,  is  broken  a  piece  of  5 
foote  brode,  and  10  foote  long, 
being  yet  in  the  place,  more 
than  20  oxen  would  draw. 
Doubtlefle  this  Hone  was  moun¬ 
ted  long  tyme  fince,  in  me- 
morie  of  fome  great  vidlory,  or 
the  buriall  of  fome  notable  per- 
fon,  wdiich  was  the  ancient  rite, 
for  that  it  hath  pitched  Hones 
Handing  one  againH  the  other 
round  about  and  clofe  to  the 
huge  Hone,  wdiich  is  mounted 
high  to  be  feene  afarr  off,  much 
like  to  that  which  is  written, 


*  This  account^  Mr.  Edward  Llwyd,  of  the  Afhmolean  Mufeum,  acknowledges  to 
have  received  from  my  aneeftor,  Jphn  Lewis,  Efq.  of  Manarnavon,  which  he  has  in¬ 
troduced  into  his  additions  to  Caniden’s  Account  of  Wales,  as  publilhed  by  Gibfon  £ 
but  by  a  marginal  memorandum  of  Mr.  Lewis’s,  prior  to  his  having  received  any 
information  refpedting  thofe  ancient  monuments  from  a  gentleman  of  Glamorganlhire, 
that  ferved  t-o  influence  his  opinion  concerning  their  origin. 
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Lib.  Imo.  Machabt  cap.  13.  of 
the  buriall  of  the  patriarch  Ja¬ 
cob,  (Et  edificavit  Simon  fuper 
fepulchrum  patris  fui  Sc  fratrum 
fuorum  edificium  ahum  vifu, 
Lapide  polito  retro  Sc  ante,  Sc 
Ratuit  feptem  Piramides  unam 
contra  unam,  patri  Sc  matri  Sc 
quatuor  fratribus  Sc  hies  cir- 
cumpofunt  Columnus  magnas 
Sc  fuper  Columnas  arma  ad 
memoriam  seternum  Sc  juxta 
arma  naves  fculptas  quae  vide- 
rentur  ab  hominibus  naviganti- 
bus  mare)  or  fuch  notable  thing, 
but  there  is  noe  reporte  or  me- 
morie,  or  other  matter  to  be 
found,  of  the  caufe  of  the  erect¬ 
ing  of  this  trophea.  They  call 
the  Rone  Gromlech ,  but  I  thinke 
the  true  etvmologie  is  Grymlech , 
the  Rone  of  Rrength,  for  that 
great  firength  was  ufed  in  the 
letting  of  it,  to  lye  in  forte  as  it 
doth.  There  are  other  Rones 
in  3  or  4  other  places  in  the 
countrey  adjoyning,  as  Lecb  y 
tribedd ,  neere  RiccardRone,  and 
one  in  Newport,  neere  the 
bridge ;  another  beneath  the 
towne,  but  not  comparable  to 
this,  either  in  bignes,  or  in 
Randing  foe  high. 

And  becaufe  I  have  read  of 
wonders  of  divers  countries, 
which  moR  commonly  I  have 
found  to  be  9  in  number ;  let 
me  make  up  the  like  number, 
with  a  Rrange  event  that  hap- 


ned  in  this  countrey,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  June,  in  the  yeare 
of  oure  Lord  God  1601,  which 
was  this  — There  hapned  that 
foddenlie,  as  if  the  fame  had 
fallen  by  a  Riower  out  of  the 
ayre,  a  great  peece  of  ground, 
to  the  quantity  of  200  Englifh 
acres,  was  covered  in  a  manner 
with  a  kinde  of  caterpillers,  or 
greene  wormes,  having  many 
leggs,  and  bare  without  haire  ; 
they  were  found  in  fuch  abun¬ 
dance,  that  a  man  treading  on 
the  ground  fhould  treade  upon 
20  or  30  of  them ;  and  in  this 
forte  they  continued  for  the 
fpace  of  3  weekes  or  more, 
noe  man  knowing  how  they 
came,  nor  were  any  of  the  like 
forte  ever  feene  in  the  countrey 
before  or  frnce :  and  being; 

O 

killed  and  opened,  there  was 
noe  gutt  or  any  thing  els  within 
them,  but  onely  graffe  which 
they  had  devoured:  the  place 
was  on  a  hill,  in  the  parifh  of 
Maenclochog,  above  Fynnon 
Dewv ;  they  were  found  as  it 
were  with  one  accord  to  go& 
one  way,  (viz)  upp  the  hill, 
and  went  over  the  hill  a  quarter 
of  a  myle  and  more;  and  as 
they  went,  did  devoure  and  con- 
fume  the  grade,  that  the  ground 
appeared  bare  and  redd,  like 
fallowe ;  and  after  they  had 
continued  there  three  weekes, 
there  reforted  thither  an  infinite 
number  of  fea  me  wes  and  crowes. 


as 
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as  if  all  of  many  countreys  had 
been  fummoned  to  the  fpot,  who 
in  a  few  dayes  confumed  them 
all,  after  they  had  confumed 
all  the  grade  of  the  mountaine ; 
alfoe  fwine  feddupon  the  wormes 
eagerly,  and  waxed  very  fatt. 
This,  for  the  rare  evenrthereof, 

I  thought  good  to  fpeake  of 
among  the  wonders,  although 

o  7  o 

it  be  one  permanent,  vet  more 
ftrange  then  any  of  the  other. 

I  could  have  noted  fome 
other  things  in  this  country, 
which  for  their  raritie  might 
have  claymed  roome  in  this 
place,  but  for  that  I  tyed  my- 
felfe  to  the  number  of  9  ;  and 
lead  I  might  become  too  won- 
derfull,  I  will  reft  here,  and 
fpeake  fomewhat  of  them  in  my 
fecond  booke,  when  I  {hall  have 
occafton  to  fpeake  of  the  places 
the  fame  are  in. 

I  was  long  of  that  belief, 
that  the  Gromlech  my  author 
gives  an  account  of,  with  all  of 
the  fame  defcription,  had  been 
eretfted  in  memory  of  victories, 


or  burial  of  ancient  chieftains ; 
but  having  had  occahon  a  few 
yeares  back,  to  go  to  the  feftions 
of  Glamorganfhire,  and  falling 
into  an  acquaintance  with  *  Sir 
Richard  Buffet,  who  difcover- 
ing  in  me  a  paffion  for  invefli- 
gating  the  antiquities  of  my 
native  country,  ffiewed  me 
fome  curious  writings  refpedting 
the  ancient  bards,  which  have 
totally  changed  my  opinion  of 
fuch  monuments.  I  told  him 
of  the  ftones  fo  much  talked  of 
in  Nevern  parifh,  which  he 
was  certain  was  the  place  where 
the  chief  bard  prefided  at  the 
Gorfedd,  which  was  held  in  a 
high  open  fituation,  as  is  the 
cafe  here ;  the  whole  fpace 
round  conftfting  of  overturned 
monuments  of  the  fame  fort : 
but  when  fome  time  ftnce  he 
paid  me  a  viftt,  and  was  led  to 
view  the  fpot,  he  pronounced  it 
to  be  one  of  the  principal  Gor - 
feddau  in  all  Wales,  f  Befides, 
to  confirm  me  in  my  opinion, 
that  it  is  as  he  faid,  the  moun¬ 
tain  that  overhangs  the  fpot  that 
is  called  Cam  Englyn,  on  the 


*  We  are  taught  to  expert  a  very  curious  publication  foon  from  the  hand  of  the  in¬ 
genious  Mr.  Edward  Williams,  of  Glamorganfhire,  on  the  fubject  of  Bardilm,  which 
will  involve  all  the  learning  that  can  be  brought  forward  to  elucidate  it  j  and  I  am 
informed,  from  colle&ions  chiefly  made  under  the  patronage  of  the  above  gentleman. 

-}•  There  is  another  very  hriking  proof  of  this  region  having  been  devoted  to  the 
Bards  and  their  inftitutions.  In  a  MS.  treatife,  de  Dignitatibus  Baronize  de  Ke?nes— 
in  enumerating  them,  the  16th  peculiar  honour  annexed  to  it  occurs  in  thefe  words— 
Cithar-x:  argentece  dijjiofitio  adijtam  pert i net  Baronium  qnafi  ad  manfionem  Principis  qnce  in 
abjentia  Domini  ad  Monajierium  fuum  (de  St,  Dogciuacl  ’  s  J  cujiodienda  traditur. 


other 
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other  fide  of  which,  nearer 
Fifhguard,  there  is  a  fpring, 
called  Fynnon  Ofydd ,  the  Ofydd 
being  an  inferior  order  of  the 
bards ;  and  it  is  remarkable, 
that  in  this  parte  of  the  coun¬ 


try  were  fettled  the  ancient 
princes  of  Dyfed,  my  anceftors, 
who  had  many  of  them  the 
diflindliori  of  Fardd,  fuch  as, 
Gwinfardd  Dyfed,  and  Kihylin 
Fardd . 


C  A  P.  XXVII, 

* 

Of  the  Worthy  ties  of  Penhrohfhire ,  and  the  People  thereof  in  ancient 
\ Tyme ,  and  what  Benefit  that  Countrey  hath  yelded  to  the  Realme  of 
England;  how  Ireland  and  the  cheefeft  Partes  of  IV ales  was  firjl  and 
cheefiy  fubdued  hy  it  to  the  Crowne  of  England 


IN  fpeaking  in  prayfe  and 
worthines  of  the  people  and 
this  countie,  if  I  (hall  feeme  fer- 
went  therein,  yet  I  fhould  there¬ 
fore  partly  deferve  pardon,  (the 
love  and  afFeclion  of  my  coun- 
trie  egging  me  thereunto)  and 
in  the  fame  I  fhall,  in  fome 
things,  iterat  that  which  I  have 

O  7 

alreadie  fpoken  before  in  the  5th. 
chap:  where  I  fpeake  of  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  people. 

Yet  feeing  this  countrey  among 
other  of  Wales,  hath  been  fa¬ 
mous  for  theire  love,  loyalty, 
and  fervice  to  the  kings  of  this 
realme,  and  foe  affedted  of  the 
kings  and  people  of  England  for 
the  fame,  that  they -have  termed 
it  a  fecond  or  little  England ;  let 
not  therefore  the  fame  be  buried 
in  oblivion,  and  rather  I  had 
herein  be  taxed  with  die  fault  of 
tautologies,  in  too  often  repeating 


one  thing,  then  obfcurely  to  ufe 
the  figure  Synecdoche  in  laying 
downe  pars  pro  toto ,  although 
when  I  have  done  all,  I  may,  I 
mud  fay  inutilis  feruns  f  um ,  in 
not  being  able  to  fay  herein  as 
much  as  it  deferveth. 

And  firft,  as  touching  the 
worthines  of  the  countrey  in  an¬ 
cient  tyme,  I  have  before  de¬ 
clared  how  it  was  a  kingdom; 
and  further,  to  cyte  here  the 
words  of  Giraldus,  which  fayth, 
that  by  the  people  of  this  coun¬ 
trey,  the  fea  coaftes  of  Wales 
have  been  kept  in  obedience  to 
the  crown  of  England,  and 
overcome  and  conquered  the 
realme  of  Ireland ;  has  wordes 
alfoe  in  another  place,  in  com¬ 
mendation  of  Penbrokefhire  men, 
are  thefe. — Erat  autem  gens  hare 
originem  a  Fiandria  ducens,  ab 
Anglorum  Rege  Hen:  T°.  ad 

hos 
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hos  fines  habitandum  tranfmiffa, 
gens  fortis  &  fobufta,  conti- 
nuoq;  bellis  conflidtu,  gens 
Cambrenfibus  inimicifliona  gens 
(inquam)  lansficies  gens  merci- 
monies  ufitatiffina  quocunq; 
labore  five  periculo  terra  muriq; 
lucrum  querere  gens  pervalida, 
viciffim  loco  &  tempore  nunc 
adaratrum,  nunc  ad  Anna  gens 
promptifima  utiq;  felix  &  fortis 
fi  vel  Regibus  ut  deceret  Cam¬ 
bria  condi  Buffet,  vel  prefbitutis 
faltem  &  prefedb's  injuriarum 
dedecus  animo  vindice  difpli- 
cuiffet,  that  is  to  fay — This  na¬ 
tion,  meaning  the  Englifherie 
of  Penbrokefhire,  derive  theire 
defcent  from  Flanders,  as  men 
fent  thither  to  people  thefe  portes 
by  King  Hen.  1st.  They  are 
a  valiant  Prong  people,  in  con- 
tinuall  conflict  of  battell ;  a  na¬ 
tion  mo  ft  hatefull  to  the  Welfh- 
men  ;  a  people  addidled  to  clothe 
making  and  merchandize  ;  fpar- 
ing  noe  payne,  nor  fearing  any 
perill  by  lande  or  fea,  to  in- 
creafe  theire  wealth ;  valiant  in 
war  re,  and  as  tymes  and  place 
require,  indifferent  for  the  full 
or  the  fword ;  a  nation  both 
ftout  and  happy  ;  if  Wales  were 
(as  it  fhould  be)  pleafmg  to  the 
king,  or  that  the  rulers  thereof 
would  redreffe  oppreffion  and 
punifh  offenders.  This  was  the 
opinion  of  Giraldus  Cambrenfis 
of  thefe  countrymen  in  the  tvme 
of  Hen.  2k  at  which  tyrrie  he 


wrote  his  defcription  of  Wales ; 
and  whereas  W ales  was  not 
fully  fubjedt  to  the  kings  of 
England,  as  you  may  well  ga¬ 
ther  by  his  wordes,  onely  this 
countrey  then  held  for  the  kings 
of  England,  and  had  continuall 
conflidtes  with  the  then  princes 
of  Wales ;  and  who  foe  will 
carefully  looke  into  the  nature 
of  the  remnant  of  thefe  people, 
fhall  finde  them  not  much  to 
differ  from  Giraldus  his  wordes 
to  this  day,  and  confirme  his 
wordes  therein ;  certaine  it  is 
that  the  fubduing  of  the  countrey 
of  Glamorgan  to  the  crowne  of 
England,  proceeded  from  hence, 
for  Einion,  the  fon  of  Cadivor 
ap  Collwyn,  who  firft  procured 
and  brought  Robert  Fitz  Hamon 
and  his  knights  to  come  to  Gla¬ 
morgan,  was  the  fonne  of  the 
Prince  of  Dyved,  that  is  Pen¬ 
brokefhire,  and  was  with  his 
Penbrochians  partakers  of  the 
conqueft  of  Glamorgan,  who 
had  the  land  of  Sangennith  in 
Glamorganfhire  given  him  and 
his  heires ;  and  this  was  one  of 
the  firft  countreys  of  W ales  that 
was  fubdued  to  the  crown  of 
England,  procured  by  means  of 
a  Penbrokefhire  man.  And  af- 
terwardes  the  manfullnefs  of 
Earle  Strongbow  in  conquering 
this  countrey,  and  in  preferving 
and  keeping  of  it  againft  the 
princes  of  Wales,  and  conti¬ 
nuing  meere  Englifh  in  name, 

blood, 


I 
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blood,  and  language,  and  de¬ 
fended  it  to  hold  of  the  kings 
of  England,  never  fuffering  the 
ancient  inhabitants  to  returne  to 
the  fame  againe,  as  many  partes 
of  Wales  did,  being  once  fub- 
dued  by  the  Englifhmen,  but 
foone  loft  againe,  (namely,  Car¬ 
digan,  Carmarthenfhire,  An- 
glefey,  and  divers  other  partes 
of  Wales)  a  thing  worthy  of 
note  and  remembrance.  Alfoe, 
the  fubduing  of  Ireland,  being  a 
whole  realme,  by  Strongbowe, 
earle  of  this  country,  and  his 
people,  and  bringing  it  in  obe¬ 
dience  and  fubjedlion  to  the 
kings  of  this  land,  as  before  I 
have  more  largely  declared. 

And  out  of  this  countrey  are 
defcended  fome  of  the  cheefe 
and  principall  men  of  Ireland, 
as  the  Giraldines,  of  whome  the 
Erles  of  Defmond  and  Kildare, 
drawe  their  paternal  difcent,  the 
Vifcount  BaltinglafTe,  the  Lord 
Roche,  the  Lord  Barrey,  the 
Flemings,  Baron  of  Slane,  Fitz 
Morice,  Baron  of  Kerry,  Mak 
Jordan,  Baron  of  Deferet,  the 
Wogans  of  Greene  Caftle,  a 
great  and  mightie  people  there 
in  tymes  pah,  and  many  other 
gentlemen,  whofe  names  yet 
fhewe  them  to  be  defcended  from 
lienee,  where  theire  originall 
houfes  are  yet  knowne  by  and 
after  theire  own  names,  and  in 
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the  pofTeffion  of  theire  kinred  in 
this  countrey. 

If  Penbrokelhire  people  then 
were  the  meanes  of  fubduing 
Ireland  and  Wales  to  the  kings 
of  England,  the  one  being  a 
kingdome,  the  other  a  princi- 
palitie ;  what  glory  can  be 
greater,  and  what  praife  more 
worthy,  and  what  other  coun¬ 
treys  in  this  land  may  vaunt 
themfelves  of  finch  valiant  at¬ 
tempts  and  happy  fucceffe  ?  and 
therefore  no  marvell  that  this 
countrey  wras  magnified  above 
all  the  reft  of  Wales  to  be  a 
county  palatine  ;  and  well  might 
the  kings  of  England  call  this 
their  little  England  beyond 
Wales.  Befide  the  worthynes 
of  the  people  of  this  countrey  in 
gene  rail,  I  may  fpeake  fome- 
what  of  the  worthines  and  efli- 
mation  of  our  ancient  earles  and 
other  famous  men  that  have 
lyved  there  in  tymes  paft,  for  the 
which  I  referre  to  the  catalogue 
of  earles  in  the  beginning  of  the 
book,  where  you  {hall  fnde 
that  many  of  the  Earles  of  Pen- 
broke  have  been  the  chiefFe 
peeres  and  pillars  of  this  realme, 
as  William  Marfhall,  who  flew, 
in  one  battell,  9000  of  Prince 
Llewhelin’s  men,  and  who  alfoe 
ohtayned  the  great  charter  of 
the  liberties  to  all  the  nobles  and 
commons  of  this  realme. 


Alfoe 


I 
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Alfoe  it  appeareth,  that  in 
Anno  4ro.  Edw:  2d.  Annoq; 
Chrifti  1311,  when  the  king 
gave  commiffion  to  the  iords  and 
barons  of  this  lande,  to  chofe 
and  feledl  certaine  of  themfelves 
to  make  lawes  to  govern  the 
realrne  and  king ;  when,  as  of 
all  the'  baronage  fpirituall  and 
temporall,  there  were  chofen 
but  21  perfons  to  make  thofe 
lawes,  whereof  there  were  7 
hi  (hops,  8  earies,  and  7  barons, 
3  of  them  were  of  Peiibrokcr 
iheere,  namely,  the  bifhop  of 
S\  Davids,  the  earle  of  Pen- 
broke,  and  Sir  William  Marti ne, 
lord  of  Kernes,  then  baron  of 
the  parliament  by  that  name.— 
William  de  Valence  was  alfoe 
a  noble  peere  of  the  land  ;  John, 
Duke  of  Bedford,  who,  in 
Anno  cjuinto  Henri ce  quinti,  was 
made  regent  of  England,  and 
afterwards  regent  of  France ; 
and  HumfFrey,  the  good  Duke 
of  Gioucefter,  and  many  other 
famous  and  valiant  men  have 
been  Earles  of  this  county  and 
poore  countrey,  who  with  their 
men  fervants  and  tenantes  have 
done  famous  and  worthy  exploits 
in  fervice  of  the  king  and  realrne. 

What  fliall  I  fay  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  feeing  the  lande  and  foyle 
jtfelfe,  and  all  the  actions  at¬ 
tempted  therein  have  fatallie, 
from  age  to  age,  prognofticated 


joy,  peace,  love,  and  tranquil- 
litie,  to  the  whole  realme,  as 
namely,  that  here  was  borne 
the  prince  of  peace,  King  Hen¬ 
ry  the  7th,  who  knitt  the  knott 
of  peace  by  uniting  the  redd 
rofe  and  the  white,  out  of  which 
knott,  hath  fprung  the  quiet  of 
this  land,  after  foe  many  bloody 
broyles  and  fhedding  of  the  blood 
royal  1  of  this  imperiall  crowne, 
in  which  domefticall  fedition, 
80  peeres  of  the  blud  royall  (and 
that  in  36  yeares,  as  faith  Bo- 
din,  out  of  Philip  de  Commines) 
have  been  killed  by  untymely 
death,  befides  multitudes  of  other 
nobilitie,  and  commons  fans 
nomber . 

Here  was  the  fayd  King  Hen¬ 
ry  befieged  in  the  caflle  of  Pern 
broke  in  his  great  weaknes, 
with  his  unkle  Jafper,  where  he 
wanted  noe  relieffe,  but  was,  by 
his  people,  here  defended  and 
fafely  fent  to  fea  to  fave  his  life ; 
at  Tenby  towne  he  was  fpee- 
dily  conveyed  away,  which  the 
good  prince  not  forgetting,  at 
his  coming  to  the  crowne,  re¬ 
warded  Mr.  —  White,  an- 
ceffor  to  Mr.  Harry  White  of 
Henhan,  now  living,  then 
maior  of  Tenby,  for  his  good 
fervices,  with  leafe  of  all  the 
king’s  lands  about  the  fayd  towne 
of  Tenby;  a  good  recompence 
done  to  one  man  for  a  good 
deede  to  the  whole  realme. 

Here 
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Here  againe  in  Penbroke- 
ihire  liapned  his  landing  and 
firft  footing,  when  he  came  to 
enjoy  the  crowne,  and  to  con¬ 
found  the  parricid  and  bluddy 
tyrant  Richard  the  3(l.  here 
found  he  the  heartes  and  hands 
firft  of  all  this  land  readie  to 
ayde  and  aftift  him,  and  fre¬ 
quently  after  breathing  of  this 
his  native  countries  ayre  began 
his  forces  to  increaie. 

The  good  king  feemed  to 
acknowledge  this  foyle  fatal  and 
happy  to  him,  for  in  the  place, 
where  he  firft  touched  land  in 
Mylford  Haven,  he  builded  a 
chappell,  as  though  he  wifhed 
to  have  the  luckie  place  hal¬ 
lowed  to  God’s  fervice.  Of  the 
body  of  this  Penbrokefhire 
prince  have  fprung  and  budded 
out  fuch  joyes  as  make  the 


heartes  of  all  good  fubjedts  to 
leapp  for  joye,  as  firft,  in  ex- 
tinguifhing  our  home  and  do- 
mefticall  fedition;  as  alfoe  in 
thinking  upon  the  iflue  out  of 
his  loynes,  namely,  the  famous 
King  Henry  the  8th,  in  his  tyme, 
moft  famous  in  the  world  ;  King 
Edward,  Queene  Mary,  and 
laftly,  our  moft  gracious  fov- 
raign  lady,  Queen  Elizabeth, 
whofe  long  and  peaceably  go¬ 
vernment  may  be  a  myrror,  or 
rather  an  admiration  to  all 
princes  ;  and  herein  I  mull  not 
omytt  how  King  Henry  the  8th. 
when  he  refolved  to  marry  her 
majefty’s  mother,  Queen  Anne 
Bullen,  among  all  die  honour¬ 
able  tytles  which  he  had  to 
beftowe  on  his  beft  beloved, 
choofe  to  create  her  March  io- 
nefs  of  Penbroke,  as  a  title  fa- 
tall  to  the  mother  of  foe  gra¬ 
cious  and  peaceble  a  princes. 


CAP.  XXVIII. 


Of  Paftimes  and  Recreationes ,  fit  for  Gentlemen ,  which  Pen - 
broke  fire  yealdeth ,  and  of  Feates  and  Exercifes  of  Aclivitle , 
wherein  the  Play  called  Knapp  an  is  defcribed , 


IN  treating  of  paftimes  for  re¬ 
creation  of  gentlemen,  this 
countrev  is  not  deftitute  of  fuch 

J 

foiaCes,  but  of  itfelfe  yeeldeth 
aptnes  for  the  fame,  though  by 
induftrie  of  gentlemen,  other 

counties  doe  far  furmount  for 

! 


preferred  game  :  firft,  there¬ 
fore,  among  thofe  I  wiil  place 
and  fpeak  of  hunting,  which  the 
countrey  being  for  the  moft 
champion  and  plaine,  is  for  the 
fame  very  pleafant  and  delite- 
full,  though  fcarce  of  foine  ftore 

of 
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of  game ;  but  herein  I  muft 
crave  pardon  of  gentlemen,  and 
exper  t  herdmen,  if  I  lhall  offend 
in  my  termes  in  fpeaking  about 
this  matter,  for  therein  I  muff 
confeffe  myfelfe  unfkilfull,  a- 
bout  which  I  muft  give  to  note 
that  there  neither  is,  nor  (to  my 
knowledge)  ever  was  foreft  or 
chafe  in  this  countrey,  I  meane 
any  parte  or  territorie  of  ground 
priviledged  for  beaftes  or  fowle 
of  foreft  chafe,  and  warren,  or 
being  endowed  with  the  lawes, 
privileges,  immunities,  or  courts 
of  lawe,  or  officers  belonging, 
and  proper  to  a  foreft,  although 
there  are  divers  woods,  and 
other  places,  called  and  termed 
by  the  name  of  forefts,  yet  are 
they  neyther  forreft,  chafe,  or 
warren,  indeed.  Nevertheleffe, 
there  are  in  this  countrey,  fome 
beaftes  of  forreft ;  though  fewe 
partes  of  England  have  all  the 
fortes,  for,  as  I  remember,  the 
beaftes  of  the  foreft  are  thefe, 
that  are  called  Fer#  fylvejires , 
and  differ  from  thofe  of  the 
chafe,  which  are  called  cam- 
peftres.  Beaftes  of  the  foreft, 
or  beaftes  of  venerie,  called 
^ylveftres,  are  5  in  number. 
1st.  The  hair te.  2d.  Thehin.de. 
8b  The  bore.  4th.  The  wolfe. 
5th.  The  hare. — As  for  hartes 
and  hindes,  although  there  be 
a  fewe,  not  worth  fpending  any 
fpeech  upon,  yet  fome  there 
are,  and  thpfe  live  without  fano 


tuarie  or  privilege  of  foreft,  free 
for  every  man  to  chafe  and 
hunt,  at  his  pleafure.  As 
for  the  wild  bore  the  fame  is  foe 
rare,  and  I  heare  little  or  none 
of  that  kinde  of  venyfon  in  Eng¬ 
land,  but  fure  I  am,  there  is 
none  in  this  countrey,  although 
I  have  feene  wyld  fwine  kept, 
yet  never  preferved  for  the  game, 
and,  therefore,  as  they  and  the 
wolves  are  banifhed  the  lande, 
foe  I  will  expell  them  out  of 
this  treatife,  although  it  feem- 
eththey  were  plentie  in  former 
tymes,  feeing  our  foreft  lawes 
and  the  treatifes  of  ancient 
woodmen  of  England,  number 
them  among  Ferae  Sylveftres, 
foe  that  for  me  to  fpeake  of  in 
this  place,  there  is  onely  the 
filly  hare  left,  of  which  kinde 
of  beaftes  I  think  no  countrey  in 
England  yeeldeth  more  plentie ; 
yea,  in  fuch  number,  neere  un¬ 
to  woods  and  courts,  that  the; 
neighbours  corne  is  by  them 
greatly  endamaged,  and  I  have 
knowne,  in  my  tyme,  a  huf- 
bandman  that  rofe  often  a  nights 
out  of  his  bed,  to  chafe  away 
the  hares  from  his  corne,  foe 
much  harme  he  found  by  theire 
feeding.  And  although  the 
tracing  of  hares  on  the  fnowe, 
(an  offence  Forbidden  by  parlia¬ 
ment)  be  not  looked  unto  or 
feverely  punifhed  in  thefe  partes, 
and  that  tracing  is  ufed  ordina¬ 
rily,  foe  that  fome  one  man 

among 
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among  many  others,  hath  beene 
knowne  to  llaughter,  in  a  fore- 
none,  16  or  18  hares  to  his 
parte  ;  yet  is  there  increafe  fuch 
as  no  man  feeleth  greefFe,  or 
perceaveth  wante^  Therefore, 
this  beafte  affordeth  fufficient 
paftime  to  hunt  with  hounds, 
and  chafe  with  greyhounds ; 
many  places  of  this  fibre  being 
little  or  nothing  inferior  for 
plentie  to  the  fpecial  barrens  of 
hares  preferved  in  many  partes 


ubi  Solartus  eft,  fe  recipiunt  &  .  C  f  avfci 
in  cubilia  fua  cubitum  eunt,” 

The  beaftes  of  the  forefl  dif¬ 
fer  alloe  from  thofe  of  the  chafe 
in  this ;  the  trelpaffe  of  the  one 
is  puni (liable  by  the  foreft  lawes, 
and  the  latter  by  the  lawes  of 
the  realme  onely,  and  not  other?, 
wife. 


in 


The  buck  and  doe  are, 
this  countrey,  very  fcarce,  pre¬ 


of  England  for  the  pleafure  of  ferved  in  two  fmalle  parkes 
the  nobilitie  and  gentlemen,  and  onely,  and  not  in  any  foreft  or 


this  paftime  of  hunting  the  hare 
is  the  greateft  and  moft  ufed  in 
this  countrey  of  all  other. 

Beaftes  of  chafe,  as  the  book 
of  the  Antiquities  of  Britaine, 
and  Sir  Tnftram,  in  hjs  Treatife 
of  Hunting,  fayeth,  are  alfoe 
five  in  number,  that  is  to  fay— 
The  bucke,  the  doe,  the  fox, 
the  marten,  and  the  roe. 

.  The  beaftes  of  chafe  are  not 
in  eftimation  foe  rayale  as  the 
former,  and  differ  in  this,  that 
thofe  of  Yenerie,  or  of  the 
forefl,  live  in  \yoqds  and  coverts 
all  day,  and  goe  to  feede  abroade 
in  the  night,  to  the  meadowes, 
paftures,  and  fieldes,  as  the 
k.-ng!y  Prophet,  fpeaking  to  the 
.Loi  d,  defer  ibeth  them — ii  Quum 
tenebras  indacis  fit  nox,  in  qua 
prunes  ferae  filveftips  prodeunt, 


chafe,  and  the  number  very 
fewe. 

b  or  the  third,  I  meane  Mr. 
Fox,  his  neighbourhood  among 
us,  is  more  common  then  conw 
mendable,  and  if,  for  pleafure, 
he  be  defired  of  fome  for  his 
conditions,  he  is  hated  of  moft. 
This  grave  gentleman,  for  his 
furres,  feemeth  to  be  a  townf- 
man ;  for  his  witt  and  invention 
in  ftratagems,  an  engineer  ;  for 
keeping  his  cable  male  pardus,  a 
Spaniard ;  he  is  beloved  in  gene- 
rail,  as  the  executioner  of  ty- 
burne,  and  as  profitable  in  the 
commonwealth  as  a  Relator. 

The  marten  is  the  fourth 
bead  of  chafe,  who,  although 
he  be  more  innocent  then  the 
laft,  as  preying  onely  upon  bees, 
hath  many  tymes  \vith  his  fvveete 
jneate  fourc  fawxe  ;  yet,  in  one 

9  thing 
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thing  they  concurre,  that  they 
are  defired  onely  for  the  two 
laft  fillables  of  theire  car  cafes  : 
of  this  kinde  of  beaftes  there  is 
good  ftore,  and  much  hunting 
of  them,  v/herein  divers  gentle¬ 
men  are  often  folaced. 

For  roes  the  country  yeeldeth 
not  any,  neither  did  I  ever  heare 
of  any  by  reporte  of  the  ancient 
men,  to  have  been  ufual  in  this 
countrey. 

Thus  having  fpoaken  of  the 
5  fortes  of  beafles  of  the  foreft, 
which  alfoe  are  called  beaftes  of 
venerie,  as  alfoe  the  5  fortes  of 
the  beafts  of  chafe,  all  which 
tenn  fortes  are  comprehended 
under  the  name  of  venyfon : 
next  cometh  in  courfe  to  fpeake 
of  beafles  and  fowles  of  warren, 
which  are  in  number  4 — (viz.) 
The  hare— The  coney — The 
phefant — ' The  partridge.  Who- 
foever  hath  hbertie  of  fence 
warren,  may  have  his  fpeciall 
action  of  trefpafte  at  the  com¬ 
mon  lawe,  againft  any  that 
fhall  hunt  or  chafe  therein  ;  and 
as  I  have  faid  before  of  parkes 
and  chafes,  foe  of  free  warren. 
I  knowe  fewe  or  none  that 
have  the  libertie,  though  divers 
gentlemen  have  good  warrens  of 
conies,  yet  all  unpriviledged. 
The  phefant  and  partridge,  1  re- 
ferre  them  to  my  words,  where 
I  have  fpoaken  of  wild  fowle. 


The  reft  of  the  game  that  the 
countrey  yeeldeth  for  chafe  of 
huntfmen,  are  rather  vermyn, 
then  beaftes  of  game ;  fuch  is 
the  wilde  catt,  the  brock,  and 
fuch  like,  whereof  there  is  more 
ftore  then  neceflarie,  creating 
good  fporte  to  the  huntfman, 

I  have  alfoe  feen  good  in 
hunting  and  killing  the  wild 
bull,  wild  ox,  and  wild  calfe, 
by  horfemen  and  footmen ; 
whereof  there  is  yet  fome  ftore 
reared  upon  the  mountains, 
though  lefte  then  heretofore,  the 
owner  finding  more  profit  by 
the  tame,  then  pleafure  in  the 
wilde. 


For  hawking,  the  countrey, 
both  for  playnes  of  the  foile, 
plentie  of  game,  both  for  the 
held  and  ryver  yealdeth  ftore, 
which  I  referre  to  my  former 
fpeeches,  treating  of  wilde  fowle, 
and  in  this  place  will  onely 
fpeake  of  the  aptnes  of  the  coun¬ 
trey,  which  for  plaine  downes, 
high  mountaines,  pleafant 
brookes  and  ryvers,  there  need- 
eth  not  to  be  wifhed  more  then 
there  is. 


Next  unto  thofe  exercifes  of 
pleafure,  fifhing  is  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred,  whereof  the  countrey 
yeeldeth  plentie,  either  for  the 
angle,  nett,  wheele,  hooke,  or 
other  wife,  as  well  in  the  frefti 

rivers, 
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livers,  as  in  the  mayne  Teas,  as 
before  I  have  declared  in  the  14th 
Chapter,  where  I  treate  of  the 
fortes  of  fifhe,  which  fifhing, 
although  I  fpake  of  it,  in  that 
place,  as  a  matter  of  profitt  and 
commoditie  of  the  fhire,  yet, 
for  that  many  fortes  of  fifhing 
are  alfoe  ufed  more  for  recrea¬ 
tion  and  exercife,  then  for  pro¬ 
fitt,  I  will  afford  it  a  place  here 
among  the  pleafures  of  the  fhire. 

Fowling  alfoe  claymeth  a 
place  with  pleafures  of  this 
countrey,  which  for  that  I  can¬ 
not  juftiy  denie  it,  it  fhall  gang 
among  them,  and  truly  not  un¬ 
worthily,  confidering  the  great 
abondance  of  fowle  that  yearely 
haunt  the  countrey,  whether 
the  fame  be  taken  with  line, 
nett,  crofsbowe,  longbowe,  and 
bolt,  ftone  bowe,  tranke,  or 
dog ;  the  particulars  thereof 
would  require  a  whole  treatife, 
certes  the  fame  is  accompanied 
with  as  much  pleafure  and  de- 
lite  as  profitt  and  commoditie, 
for  the  better  underflanding 
whereof,  I  referre  to  the  ]  5th. 
Chapter,  wherein  you  may  fee 
the  feverall  fortes  of  fowle 
yearly  haunting  the  countrey ; 
and  thereby  imagine  the  fundrie 
Jyindes  °f  taking  of  them,  and 


what  variety  of  pleafure  may  be 
found  thereby. 

As  for  gaming  at  cards  and 
dice,  I  knowe  noe  countrey 
ufmg  leffe,  and  archerie  the 
fairefl  game  of  England,  as  in 
other  partes;  the  fame  is  yet 
talked  of,  but  rarely  pradtifed, 
foe  farre  are  the  modern  mindes 
alienated  from  their  forefathers  ; 
but  bowles  and  tenys  play,  be¬ 
ing  both  games  and  exercifes, 
are  much  frequented ;  and  al¬ 
though  they  be  prohibited,  yet, 
in  my  fimpie  opinion,  they  are 
not  mala  in  fey  and  being  mo¬ 
derately  ufed  of  perfons,  and  in 
feafons  fitt,  they  are  the  games 
that  yeeld  more  exercife  to  man’s 
body  then  any  other. 

The  youthes  alfo  pradfife 
wraflling,  throwing  the  fione, 
barre,  and  fledge,  therein  to 
fhewe  theire  abilities,  as  alfoe 
in  running  and  leapping* . 

IT  My  author  here  clofeth  the 
firfl:  part  of  the  work — profef- 
fing  to  be  the  general  defcription 
of  PembrokeJhirey  and  that  he  had 
an  intention  of  writing  a  fecond 
part  is  evident  from  his  own 
declarations  in  many  places  of 
this  firfl;  part ;  but  which,  I  am 


The  moft  interefting  part  of  this  Chapter,  which  treated  molt  minutely  of  the 
^axne  called  Knajtpan,  having  already  appeared  in  the  hrft  volume  of  the  Cambrian 
Regiiter,  it  wa*  thought  unneceffary  to  repeat  it  here. 

q  2 
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jufiified  in  thinking,  he  never 
lived  to  compleat,  as  I  have 
been  at  no  fmall  pains  to  retrieve 
any  papers  refpedting  fuch  de- 
lign  of  his,  if  they  haply  were 
in  being. — Yet  all  my  fearch 


and  enquiry,  for  that  purpofe, 
have  produced  nothing  more 
fatisfadlory  than  the  following, 
in  his  hand  writing,  giving  a 
fketch  of  his  plan  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  his  work. 


<<  After  which  general  defcription  of  the  whole  fheere, 
<£  I  mean  to  defcribe  particularly  every  hundred  by 
“  itfelf,  and  therein  to  treat  of  every  particular  parifh, 
«  townred,  manor,  lordfhip,  cafile,  houfe,  under- 
“  wood,  forefl,  park,  chace,  abbey,  priory,  and 
ec  other  things  of  name,  which  I  fhall  think  worthy 
6£  to  be  fpoken  of,  towards  the  which  particular  de- 
«  fcription  of  each  hundred,  I  am  to  crave  furtherance 
61  of  fome  gentlemen,  in  each  part  of  the  fhire,  and 
««  for  their  better  rememberance,  I  have  drawn  fome 
“  fpeciall  notes,  whereof  they  may  enquire,  and  to 
6(  note  down  in  writing,  fuch  things  as  they  fhall 
««  learn,  and  think  fitt,  as  well  upon  the  former  point 
4‘  of  the  general  defcription  of  the  fhire,  and  upon  the 

46  particular  defcription  of  the  hundred,  with  all 

44  other  matters  that  they  fhall  think  fit  for  fuch  a  pur- 

who  are  now,  and  how 
they  came  to  be  the  owners, 
whether  by  inhertance,  or 
by  purchafe,  or  from 

whence. 

8.  The  names  of  all  the  villages 
and  townreds  in  every 

parifh,  and  whence  they 
took  firfl  their  name,  if 
known,  and  whofe  the 
fame  were  of  old,  and  are 
now,  and  whether  the 
fame  be  yet  Handing  or  de¬ 
cayed. 


44  pofe.’? 

1.  Imprimis.- — The  meers  and 

landfkars  of  each  hundred 
to  be  perfectly  laid  down, 
and  the  moft  notable  things 
of  name  upon  the  land- 
fkars,  as  rivers,  tumps  of 
earth,  heaps  of  Hones, 
rocks,  paths,  or  ways,  or 
whatfoever  thing  elfe  carri- 
eth  name. 

2.  How  many  manors  or  lord- 

flrips  are  in  each  hundred, 
their  names,  who  were 
owners  thereof  in  times  pafi, 
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4.  Of  all  parishes  and  townreds 

that  are  inhabited  with  Irifh 
people,  when  they  came 
firh  to  inhabit,  what  trade 
of  life  they  are,  whether 
they  and  their  children 
continue  Irifh  like  in  fpeech, 
&c.  or  are  become  Ene- 
lifh. 

/  ■> 

5.  Of  all  caftles,  and  gentle¬ 

mens  houfes  decayed,  or 
now  remaining,  and  who 
were  owners  thereof  in  old 
time,  and  at  prefent,  with 
pedigree  and  arms  of  the 
owners. 

6-.  Of  all  arms  and  tombs  that 
are  to  be  found  in  every 
parifh  church  and  chapel, 
as  well  in  the  windows,  as 
elfe  where,  and  whofe  arms 
and  tombs  they  are. 

7.  Of  every  parifh,  whether 

inpropriate,  or  not,  and  to 
what  religious  houfe  it  did 
belong,  in  whofe  gift,  what 
faint  patron,  and  which 
day  votive  to  him. 

8.  Of  all  chapells  of  eafe,  in 

every  parifh,  and  other 
chapels,  if  decayed  or  not. 

9.  Of  all  abbeys,  monaheries, 

friarries,  priorries,  hofpi- 
tals,  mawdiins,  alms  houfes, 


in  every  hundred  or  parifh, 
and  what  may  be  learned  of 
them,  and  of  the  founders. 

10.  Of  all  other  chapels  and 

croffes,  and  what  report  of 
them. 

11.  Of  all  other  places  of  pil¬ 

grimage,  or  fuperhition,  in 
times  pall,  as  wells,  hones, 
fhrines  of  Saints,  where 
they  hand,  what  called,  at 
what  times  refort  to  them 
was,  and  what  difeafe  or 
end  they  ferved. 

12.  Of  all  places  of  name  where¬ 

of  remains  any  memory, 
any  wonders,  any  field 
fought,  any  hold  or  caftle, 
in  times  paft,  what  tump  of 
earth  or  hones  eredted. 

13.  Of  all  rivers  and  brookes, 
how  called,  whence  they 
fpring,  by  what  places  of 
note  they  run,  where  they 
fall  into  the  fea,  or  other 
great  rivers. 

1 4.  Or  pooles  and  famous  bogs. 

15.  Of  all  great  hflieries  in  times 

pah,  where  they  lay,  of 
what  fifh,  whether  decayed 
or  ufed,  of  the  feafon  of  the 
fame. 

Q  3 
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16.  Of  all  boroughs  and  towns 

incorporate  that  now  are, 
or  were,  and  their  confti- 
tution* 

i 

17.  Of  all  antient  deer  parks, 

forefts,  chaces,  how  large, 
and  whole  they  were  and 
are,  how  long  difparked  or 
decayed,  how  enclofed,  and 
to  what  caftle  or  manor 
houfe  they  belonged. 

18.  Of  all  frefh  wells  that  ebb 

and  flow  as  the  fea  doth. 

19.  Of  the  itfual  meafures  of 

lands,  in.  every  hundred, 
manor,  or  parifh,  and  how 
they  differ. 


20.  Of  all  illands  in  the  fea,  how 

the  fame  are  called,  of  what 
fize,  what  places  of  note 
in  thofe  illands,  of  all  fmall 
rocks  or  ftones  in  the  fea 
on  the  coaft,  and  of  what 
profit. 

21.  Alfo  to  enquire  of  all  other 

notable  things  or  matters, 
that  you  fhall  find  or  think 
fit  for  fuch  purpofe,  be  it  of 
any  matter  that  you  fhall 
fee  or  perceive  with  the 
eye,  or  any  hiftory,  or  a£t 
done,  or  report  of  old  time, 
or  lately,  and  fit  to  be  re¬ 
membered,  and  briefly  to 
note  the  fame  in  writing. 
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SOME  ACCOUNT  of  Mr.  LEWIS  MORRIS 


**  INHERE  is  reafon  to  appre- 
JL  bend  that  our  materials 
are  likely  to  turn  out  more 
fcanty  with  refpedt  to  biography, 
than  as  to  moll  other  branches 
of  information,  which  we  have 


promifed  to  lay  before  the  pub¬ 
lic  ;  for  the  Welfh  have  been 
exceedingly  negledtful  of  the 
memorials  of  fuch  characters, 
as  have  been  eminent  amongff 
them,  and  who  have  contribu- 
Q  4  ted 
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ted  to  the  honour  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  by  giving  it  fome  rank  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  world.  But) 
we  will  not  defpair  of  being 
able  to  bring  forward  the  names 
and  actions  of  fornediftinguifhed 
men,  who  otherwife  might  have 
remained  unknown  j  and  per¬ 
haps,  what  is  thus  endeavoured, 
may  alfo  be  the  means  of  fti- 
mulating  others,  to  purfue  this 
pleafmg  topic  of  inveftigation, 
with  a  greater  degree  of  atten¬ 
tion  than  has  been  done  hereto¬ 
fore,  by  the  people  of  Wales. 

Of  Mr.  Lewis  Morris ,  the 
fubjedt  of  this  fhort  memoir, 
feveral  particulars  may  be  ga¬ 
thered  from  his  own  letters, 
which  have  appeared  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  volume  of  the  Cambrian 
Re  gift  er,  and  efpecially  the  one 
to  Mr.  Pegge,  in  page  367;  but 
Rill  it  may  be  neceffary,  for  the 
fake  of  connexion  and  of  order,  to 
give  room  for  what  is  here  col¬ 
lected  together,  with  regard  to 
the  periods,  and  the  leading  oc¬ 
currences,  of  the  life  of  a  man, 
to  whofe  memory  a  tribute  of 
refpect  is  due  from  his  fellow 
countrymen,  upon  account  of 
his  indefatigable  exertions  in  the 
caufe  of  ancient  Britifh  hiftory 
and  literature. 


*  She  died  on  the  10th  of  September, 


His  father,  Morris  Pritchard 
Morris ,  originally  a  cooper  by 
trade,  but  who  afterwards  became 
a  corn-dealer,  and  lived  at  Pen - 
trev  Eirianell ,  a  village  in  the 
parifh  of  Penros  Llugwy ,  in  the 
ifle  of  Anglefey ,  had  four  fons, 
Willi  am,  Richard ,  John,  and 
Lewis ;  and  a  daughter  of  the 
name  of  Margaret . 

Lewis  Morris ,  the  youngefi 
of  the  five  children  of  M.  P . 
Mortis  and  Margaret  his  wife,* 
was  born  on  the  firft  day  of 
March,  1702. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the 
father  was  enabled  to  give 
to  Lewis ,  and  his  other  children, 
any  education,  except  what  the 
village  fchool  furniflied,  of  the 
firft  rudiments  of  reading  and 
writing,  with  that  little  fmat- 
tering  of  the  Englifh  language, 
which  is  cuftomary  in  the  fe- 
cluded  parts  of  the  principality. 
But,  what  is  remarkable  and 
highly  to  their  credit,  all  the 
brothers  became,  through  felf- 
education,  eminent  characters 
in  various  branches  of  know¬ 
ledge  and  fcience. 

John  died  mate  of  the  Tor- 
bay  man  of  war,  in  the  expedi¬ 
tion  of  1740,  againft  Cartha- 

1752,  iii  the  82d  year  of  her  age, 

gena, 
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gena,  aged  34  years.  He  is 
faid  to  have  been  the  moft  pro- 
miiing  genius  of  all  the  bro¬ 
thers  ;  but  of  the  three,  who 
enjoyed  the  common  duration  of 
life,  Lewis  had  the  credit  of 
being  the  moft  vigorous  cha- 
ra6ter. 

William ,  beiides  being  a  to¬ 
lerable  W elfh  fcholar  and  a  col¬ 
lector  of  ancient  manufcripts, 
was  didinguifhed  for  his  know¬ 
ledge  in  botany.  Through  the 
influence  of  the  younger  bro¬ 
ther,  he  filled  the  office  of 
comptroller  of  the  cuftoms,  and 
colledtor  of  the  fait  duty  at 
Holyhead  ;  and  he  refided  alto¬ 
gether  in  W ales,  and  died  there 
in  January,  1764. 

Richard  was  very  indefatiga¬ 
ble,  corredt,  and  methodical  in 
every  thing  that  he  executed  ; 
he  was  therefore  a  proper  perfon 
to  fuperintend  the  printing  of 
the  two  editions  of  the  Weljh 
Bible ,  of  the  years  1746  and 
1752,  which  were  intruded  to 
his  care.  In  the  early  period 
of  his  life  he  wrote  a  good  deal 
of  poetry  in  his  mother  tongue, 
of  which  there  is  a  manufcript 
collection  in  the  Welfh  fchool 
in  London.  The  filtered  of  his 
brother  Lewis ,  procured  him  the 


fituation  of  fird  clerk  in  the 
Navy  Office,  which  he  filled 
for  many  years  ;  but  fome  time 
before  his  death,  which  took 
place  in  1779,  he  was  put  upon 
the  fuperannuated  lift,  in  order 
to  make  room  for  the  political 
accommodations  of  the  day*. 

Margaret ,  the  fider  of  Mr. 
Lewis  Morris,  is  dill  living,  iti 
Anglefey. 

Lewis  Morris ,  was  originally 
brought  up  to  the  bufinefs  of 
land  furveying,  which  he  fol¬ 
lowed  occafionallv :  however, 
moft  of  his  time  was  taken  up 
by  being  employed  in  different 
offices  under  government.  The 
fird  pod  which  he  procured, 
was  that  of  collector  of  the  cuf¬ 
toms,  and  the  fait  duties,  at 
Holyhead.  In  the  year  1737, 
the  admiralty  appointed  him  to 
furvey  the  coad  of  W ales,  which 
he  fatisfadtorily  accomplimed  ; 
and  the  work  was  made  public 
in  1748.  In  the  fame  period 
we  find  that  he  had  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  furvey orfln'p  of  the 
crown  lands  in  W ales ,  and  in 
the  year  1750,  he  had  the  addi¬ 
tional  offices  of  agent  and  fuper- 
intendant  of  the  king’s  mines  in 
the  principality.  He  drew  up 
an  hiftorical  defcription  of  the 


*  There  are  three  of  his  children  now  lining:  a  fon  of  the  name  of  Richard,  who 
is  a  country  merchant  in  Indiaj  and  two  daughters^  who  relide  in  London. 

mineralogy 
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minei  alogy  within  the  fphere  of  chief  excellence  lay  in  fatire  and 
his  jurildidfion,  but  the  work  humour.  But,  with  refpedt  to 
Was  nevci  publifhed*  Mr.  Morris's  literary  acquire¬ 

ments,  we  revere  him  the  moll: 

It  muft  appear  obvious,  from  as  a  critic,  and  for  his  know- 
the  multiplicity  of  Mr.  Morris’s  ledge  in  ancient  British  hiftory; 
employments,  that  he  was  too  yet,  in  thefe  two  branches,  he 
much  immerfed  in  the  buftle  of  left  nothing  behind  him  in  a 
bufinefs,  to  give  full  fcope  to  Rate  prepared  for  the  prefs.  He 
liteiary  purfuits.  However,  at  wrote  a  vaft  variety  of  notes 
every  opportunity  of  leiiure  upon  the  different  authors,  and 
time,  he  xeauloufly  applied  him-  the  obfcure  points  of  the  more 
lelf  the  Rudy  of  the  higher  early  account  of  thefe  iflands. 
branches  of  fcience,  without  Ele  alfo  planned  a  valuable  work, 
being  a oie  to  fix  his  mind  upon  entitled  Celtic  Remains ,  in  two 
any  one  in  particular  j  but  he  volumes,  of  the  nature  of  an 
was  confidered  eminent  for  his  hiftorical,  topographical,  and 
knowledge  in  mineralogy  j  and  etymological  dictionary,  into 
full  more  fo  for  his  (kill  in  me-  which  was  entered,  by  way  of 
chanifm.  He  beftowed  much  common  place,  every  article, 
attention  upon  niufic,  and  was  which  occurred  in  the  courfe  of 
a  good  performer  upon  feveral  his  reading,  that  appeared  ap- 
inftruments,  as  the  harp,  violin,  propriate  for  the  defign*. 
flute,  and  horn.  It  was  Lewis 

Morris ,  who  firft  put  the  harp  It  ought  not  to  be  forgotten, 
into  the  hands  of  blind  Parry  ;  that  it  was  the  foftering  hand  of 
and  he  gave  the  rudiments,  Lewis  Morris ,  which  brought 
which  taught  that  fon  of  har-  forward  Goronwy  Owen ,  one  of 
mony  to  delight  the  world.  the  firft  Welfh  poets  of  modem 

times.  This  truly  fine  genius, 
Mr.  Z.  Morris  was  a  good  who  received  his  education,  and 
poet  in  his  native  language ;  and  who  was  afterwards  maintained 
there  are  feveral  of  his  compofi-  at  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  by 
tions  printed  in  the  colledtion,  by  the  munificence  of  Mr.  RLorris , 
David  Jones,  of  T  revriw,  called  buoyed  himfelf  up,  for  fome 
Diddanwch  Teuluaidd ,  wherein  years,  with  the  hopes  that  his 
it  is  to  be  difcovered,  that  his  talents  would  be  the  means  of 

^  This  manufcript  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  }fralter  Davies ,  late  of  Jefus  College, 
Oxford,  and  now  of  Meivod,  Montgomeryfhire  j  who  is  preparing  it  for  publication, 
■with  numerous  additions  and  improvements, 

bringing 
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bringing  him  to  a  fmall  prefer¬ 
ment  in  the  church  ;  but  at 
length  he  defpaired  of  finding  a 
patron  of  fufficient  influence, 
and  in  confequence  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  America ;  and 
he  finally  fettled  as  profeffor  of 
humanity  at  the  college  of  Wil- 
liamfburg,  in  Virginia,  where 
he  died,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  about 
the  year  1770. 

Mr.  Lewis  Morris  paflTed  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  at  Penbryn, 
in  Cardiganfliire,  a  fmall  man- 
fion  of  his  own,  which  devolved 
to  him  by  his  fecond  marriage. 
As  he  had,  amongft  his  various 
purfuits,  beftowed  fome  atten¬ 
tion  upon  phyftc  and  furgery, 
he  was  of  great  benefit  in  ad- 
miniflering  relief  to  the  affiidted 
poor  of  his  neighbourhood. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  his 
days,  Mr.  Morris  fuffered  fe- 
verelv  in  his  health,  from  the 
ague,  the  dropfy,  and  the  afth- 
ma  ;  and,  in  confequence  of  a 
complication  of  thofe  and  other 
diforders,  he  died  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  April,  1765,  in  the  fixty- 
third  year  of  his  age,  and  was 
buried  at  Llanbadarn  Vawr,  in 
Cardiganfliire. 

Mr.  Lewis  Morris ,  was  firfl 
married  on  the  29th  of  March, 
1729,  to  Elizabeth  Griffiths , 


heirefs  of  Ty  Wrdyn ,  near  Ho¬ 
lyhead.  Of  this  marriage  he 
had  iflfue,  Lewis ,  the  firfl:  fon, 
who  was  born  the  29th  of  De¬ 
cember  (his  mother  being  flxteen 
years  and  five  days  old)  and  who 
died  young ;  Margaret ,  who  was 
born  the  30th  of  January,  1731, 
and  died  on  the  31ft  of  March, 
1761  ;  and  Eleanor ,  born  on 
the  30th  of  January,  1732,  and 
who  is  nowT  living  in  Angle- 
fey. 

J  i 

PI  is  fecond  wife  was  Ann 
Lloyd ,  heirefs  of  Penbryn ,  whom 
he  married  on  the  20th  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  1749 ;  and  flie  died  on 
the  10th  of  March,  1786.  There 
were  nine  children  bv  this  mar- 

J 

riage,  that  is  to  fay, 

Lewis,  who  died  in  1779,  at 
Kingfton,  Jamaica,  aged  29 
years. 

John,  who  died  at  Penbryn, 
aged  14. 

Elizabeth ,  now  living. 

Jane ,  who  died  nine  months 
old. 

Jane ,  the  fecond,  now  living. 

William,  now  living  in  Car¬ 
diganfliire.  He  is  engaged  in 
re-publifliing  his  father’s  Survey 
of  the  Coafl:  of  Wales,  with 
additions  ;  and  is  alfo  bringing 
out  his  own  Map  of  Anglefey, 
which  will  be  a  valuable  acqui- 
fltion,  as  it  will  be  upon  a 

fcale 
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fcale  large  enough  to  admit  the 
infertion  of  every  houie  and 
cottage  in  the  ifland. 

Richard,  who  died  young. 

Alary,  who  is  now  living. 

Pryfe,  who  died  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1797.* 


The  portrait  at  the  head  of 
this  account,  is  taken  from  a 
mezzo tinto  print,  of  about  the 
fame  hze,  after  a  drawing  done 
by  Mr.  Morris  of  himfelf ;  and 
it  is  faid  to  be  a  very  corredt 
likenefs  of  his  perfon. 


*  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  mate  of  the  fnip  Thomas,  of  Liverpool,  the 
whole  crew  of  which  were  murdered  by  the  haves,  on  the  mid-paffage  from  Africa 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  excepting  two  perl'ons,  w  ho  are  fince  arrived  at  Liverpool. 
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A  SKETCH  of  the  LIFE  of  WILLIAM  JONES. 


Communicated  by  TV.  D - ,  with  Notes. 


TO  depicture  the  characters 
of  perfons  deceafed  in 
their  natural  colours,  to  draw 
their  features  from  life,  is  an 
employment  that  cannot  fail  of 
being  interefting  to  fociety.  The 
biographer  fhould,  like  the  fta- 


tuary,  place  his  fubject  in  the 
mofl  favourable  light;  but  he 
fhould  cover  no  blemifh  with 
the  drapery  of  omiffion.  Men 
as  they  are ,  fhould  be  the  motto 
in  the  title-page  of  a  biographi¬ 
cal  dictionary.  It  is  neceflafy, 

that 
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that  every  quality  which  may 
be  ranked  in  the  clafs  of  virtues, 
fhould  be  held  to  public  view,  as 
objedts  of  imitation  :  it  is  equally 
juft  that  every  vice,  and  even 
foible,  ihould  be  impartially 
expofed,  in  order  to  excite  in  the 
fpedtators  its  confequent  fenfa- 
tion,  whether  of  pity,  difguft, 
or  abhorrence.  Were  men  thus 
critically  to  infpedb  into  the  caufes 
of  exaltation  and  depreftion,  of 
profperity  and  mifery,  of  every 
thing  that  is  amiable  or  difagree- 
able,  in  others,  as  they  pafs  in 
procefiion  before  them  over  the 
theatre  of  life ;  and  judicioufly 
to  apply  thefe  caufes  as  fprings 
of  adtion,  of  attradlion  and  re- 
pulfton,  in  their  own  condudt ; 
it  might  be  expected,  that  the 
precipitancy  of  the  depravity  of 
manners,  national  as  well  as 
individual,  of  which  moralifts 
fo  loudly  and  juftly  complain, 
would  be  ftemnftd,  rendered  fta- 
tionary,  become  retrograde,  and 
why  not  return  to  primaeval 
perfedtion.  The  fatalifts,  and 
abettors  of  the  neceffity  of  evil, 
may  laugh  at  this  dream  of  be¬ 
nevolence  ;  but  the  fuggeftor 
thereof  is  willing  to  give  up  the 
fcheme  as  impradticable.  Bio¬ 
graphy  however  mu  ft  have  a 
tendency  to  promote  that  de- 
ftrable  end.  As  a  link  in  the 
chain,  the  writer  of  thefe  pages 
begs  leave  to  introduce  the  cha¬ 
rter  of  a  perfon,  who  merits 


public  notice.  It  is  not  that  of 
a  warrior,  the  fcourge  of  heaven 
to  plague  mankind,  who  leads 
his  fquadrons  to  depopulate ; 
neither  is  it  that  of  the  accom¬ 
pli  flied  courtier,  who,  in  the 
intoxication  of  refinement,  de- 
fpifes  and  deferts  that  frank  fin- 
cerity  which  adorns  humanity, 
to  ape  the  geftures  of  the  brute 
creation  ; — but  it  is  that  of  a 
man,  who,  in  fpite  of  fituation, 
poverty,  and  want  of  education,, 
arofe  triumphant  over  every  ob- 
ftacle,  and  fecured  to  himfelf 
the  celebrity  of  being  at  once 
a  fcholar,  a  poet,  and  philofo- 
pher.  This  is  the  man,  a  fketch 
of  whofe  life  is  here  intended ; 
and  the  writer  flatters  himfelf 
that  he  has  not  been  unhappy  in 
the  choice  of  his  fubjedt.  Pope 
had  a  much  worthier  charadter 
to  celebrate  in  the  Man  of  Rofs , 
than  Quintus  Curtius  had,  in  the 
conqueror  of  the  world :  and 
Monf.  Hirzel  dignified  human 
nature  more  in  bringing  to  light 
the  domeftic  virtues  of  Kliyogy 
a  Swifs  farmer,  than  Voltaire 
did,  with  all  his  parade  of  ftile 
and  eloquence,  in  enumerating 
the  victories  of  Charles  the 
twelfth,  of  Louis  le  grand,  or 
even  of  Peter  the  great, 

William  Jones,  the  perfon 
above  alluded  to,  was  born  in 
the  parifh  of  Llangadvan,  in 
Montgomeryshire,  about  the 

year 
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year  1729.  It  does  not  appear 
that  he  ever  refided  a  fortnight 
out  of  his  native  place,  from  the 
day  of  his  birth  unto  the  day  of 
his  death,  which  happened  in 
Auguft  1795.  The  education 
he  acquired  at  fchool,  was  but 
what  that  country  in  general 
affords ;  a  little  broken  Eng¬ 
lish,  and  an  ability  of  writing 
his  name.  He  got  his  liveli¬ 
hood  in  the  beginning  of  life  by 
farming  a  few  acres.  Indolence 
is  an  endemic  among  the  rallies 
of  thefe  parts,  to  which  they 
facrifice  about  two-thirds  of  their 
time.  But  the  days,  in  which 
Jones  negledled  the  cultivation 
of  his  farm,  were  not  entirely 
loft,  for  he  fpent  them  in  the 
improvement  of  his  mind.  In 
the  filler-arts  of  mulic  and  poe¬ 
try,  he  foon  became  an  accom- 


plilhed  proficient.  In  Wellh 
fyntax  and  profody,  he  ranked 
among  the  profoundefl  critics 
that  Wales  ever  produced.  %  Of 
his  acquifition  in  the  Englilh 
language,  his  account  of  the 
three  pari  fhes,  in  this  volume, may 
ferve  as  a  fpecimen.  But  al¬ 
though  he  could  write  Englilh 
tolerable  well,  yet  in  conven¬ 
tion  he  was  fo  deficient  that  he 
was  frequently  reduced  to  a 
nonplus,  and  forced  to  finilli 
the  fentence  in  his  own  verna¬ 
cular  tongue.  His  third,  after 
knowledge  prompted  him  to 
attempt  to  learn  the  Latin  lan¬ 
guage,  and  he  fucceeded  fo  far 
as  to  be  able  to  tranllate  fome 
of  the  odes  of  Horace,  and 
O  vid’s  Metamorphofes*  into  ex¬ 
cellent  Wellh  verfe.  Some  may 
be  prone  to  infinuate  that  he 


#  The  following  may  ferve  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  tranflationa  from  Ovid. 

((  JLjfodiuntur  opes  irritamenta  malorum &c, 

Aur  a  gaed  i  yrru  gwall, 

Ac  arian,  gwraidd  drwg  arall  j 
Nid  llai  fydd  ol  eu  dolur 
Na  haearn,  neu  ddarn  o  ddur, 

Gyda’r  ddau  diau  y  daeth 
Galanas  a  gelyniaeth  ; 

Dwylaw  grym,  diluw  o  grau, 

A  thwrf  ac  ymgnith  arfau : 

Bryd  v  byd  j  trais,  brad  a  bar, 

Yn  lie  tegwch  lleteugar. 

Ni  charai  un  ei  chwaer  ach, 

Ni  feithrin  ei  gyfathrach ; 

Brad  y  Hall  ac  ni  phallai 

Bwriad  nail  I  briod  a  wnai: 

’  * 

Llysfam  a  wnai  gam  mewn  gwyit 
Ag  einioes  plant  a  gwenwyn; 
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tranflated  the  odes,  &c.  from  an 
Englifh  verfion  ;  but  his  know¬ 
ledge  of  Latin  was  otherwife 
obvious,  from  his  fkill  and  fa¬ 
cility  in  deeyphering  old  Latin 
manuferipts,  and  deeds,  of  the 
10th  or  12th  cent,  which  were 
full  of  abbreviations  and  diffi¬ 
culties,  fuch  indeed  as  would 
puzzle  the  brains  of  many  of 
our  black-lettered  lawyers. 

No  man  ever  exp  refled  greater 
inward  fatisfadbion  than  he  did, 
when  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
iufirubbing  fuch  young  men  of 
his  acquaintance,  as  had  a  pro- 
penfity  to  learn.  Indeed  he  had 
not  enough  of  patience  to  throw 
away  his  time  upon  others. 
When  he  was  once  explaining 
the  heathen  mythology  of  Pan¬ 
dora’s  box,  his  pupils  afked 
him  what  thofe  evils  were,  which 
were  let  loofe  fo  upon  mankind  ? 
He  anfwered  with  his  ufual 
fneering  fmile,— Why,  George 
£  Whitfield,  John  Wefley,  Tom 
6  Vernon,  Fr.  Chambre*,  all 
4  the  quack-dodbors,  petty-fog- 
(  tdng  attorneys,  and  others.’ 

By  folitude,  and  retirement 
from  fociety,  he  had  imbibed  a 
kind  of  cynic  difpoiitiqn ;  and 
mifanthropy  at  times  appeared 
to  be  the  moll;  prominent  feature 


of  his  mind.  A  flow  of  fatirc 
feemed  to  be  interwoven  with 
his  very  conflitution ;  and  its 
poignancy  has  been  feverely  felt 
by  as  many  as  fell  under  the 
lalh  of  his  difpleafure.  Scorn¬ 
ing,  as  it  were,  to  be  a  citizen 
of  the  world  at  large,  he  was 
bigotted  to  the  frozen  regions  of 
Nant  yreira.  Being  what  they 
call  a  red-hot  Welfhman,  he  as 
cordially  hated  the  Englifh  as 
our  anceflors  did  the  Saxons, 
about  eleven  hundred  years  ago. 
This  will  appear  by  an  extradb 
from  his  preface  to  a  book  of 
pedigrees,  which  he  left  behind 
him  in  mapufeript, 

*  f  *  44  I  fee  no  reafon  to 

44  be  fo  fervilely  compliant  to 
44  the  numerous  fcoffings  of 
44  our  good  neighbours  the  Em 
44  glifh,  as  to  fuffer  them  to 
44  brow-beat  us  out  of  this  ufe- 
*4  ful  amufement.  It  may  be 
44  prefumed,  that  the  pretended 
44  inutility  or  infignificancy  of 
44  the  fcience,  is  not  the  true 
44  motive  of  their  feeming  con- 

tempt  of  it;  but  an  invidious 
^  difpofition  and  peevifhnefs, 
44  arifing  from  a  fenfe  of  inabi- 
44  lity  to  produce  any  fuch 
44  vouchers  of  their  own  defeent 
44  and  gentility,  as  we  are  pof- 
44  felled  of.  The  fox  in  the 


*  Thefe  two  were  agents  to  Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynn,  and  were  faid  to  be  atfive 
in  diftreffmg  his  tenants. 
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“  orchard  being  afked,  why  he 
“  did  not  eat  fruit  ?  replied, 
44  that  it  zvas  too  four.  The 
44  Englifh  are  as  ambitious  of 
“  gentility  and  titles  of  honour, 
#<  as  any  nation  whatfoever. 
44  Their  mean  mechanics  have 
44  (forfooth)  a  feal  of  arms ; 
44  and  many  of  their  mufhroom 
44  gentry,  who  can  lcarcely  tell 
44  who  their  grandfathers  were, 
i(  become  humble  fuppliants  at 
“  the  heraldry  office,  and  foot 
44  of  the  throne,  to  buv  or 
“  borrow  a  quality  they  had 
4C  not  derived  from  their  pro- 
44  genitors. 

44  Perhaps  our  books  of  pe- 
44  digrees  may  be  an  eye-fore 
“  to  our  neighbours  in  another 
44  point  of  view.  It  is  well 
“  known  that  many  lordfhips 
“  and  good  eftates  in  Wales, 
are  at  this  time  in  the  pof- 
44  feffion  of  Englifh  families, 
“  which  were  in  former  times 
“  wrefled  from  our  anceftors, 
the  lawful  owners,  by  bafe 
“  treachery,  and  the  in  oft  fla- 
(6  grant  a6fs  of  injuftice ;  whofe 
“  right  heirs  we  are  able  by 
(f  fuch  our  records  to  trace  even 
“  to  this  very  day. 

No  lover  of  literature  can 
help  lamenting  the  unthink- 
“  ing  neglea  of  the  prefent  ge- 
neration,  and  the  confequent 
^  wafte  and  deftru6hon  fuffered 


“  to  be  made  of  our  manu- 
“  fcripts,  as  well  hiftorical  and 
((  poetical  as  genealogical ;  not 
“  only  by  that  general  devourer 
44  time,  but  by  the  execrable 
“  hands  of  villains,  who,  ac^ 
4 4  tuated  by  fraud,  or  the  moft 
“  ftupid  ignorance,  have  fre- 
u  quently  called  in  the  affiftance 
u  of  the  two  devouring  elements 
“  of  fire  and  water,  to  accom- 
u  plifti  their  wicked  deftgns. 

4 4  The  moft  part  of  fuch  as  re- 
44  main,  are  penned  up  in  li- 
44  braries,  where  few  can  have 
44  accefs  to  them  ;  or  carried 
44  out  of  the  country,  where 
44  they  will  be  left  in  the  hands 
44  of  ftrangers  to  the  nation  and 
44  language,  and  loft  for  ever.” 

In  one  of  his  letters  to  a  cor- 
refpondent,  he  writes  concern¬ 
ing  this  fame  book  of  pedigrees, 
thus,  44  My  deftgn  refpedfing 
44  genealogies,  is  to  draw  a  ge- 
44  neral  chart  of  the  ancient 
44  and  moft  worthy  families  of 
44  Wales,  and  bring  them  down 
44  to  the  16th  century;  which 
44  I  think  may  be  comprifed  in 
44  a  thin  folio  volume.  Such 
44  an  undertaking  will  require 
44  fome  care  to  collate  manu- 
44  fcripts,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
44  errors  that  have  crept  in  by 
44  the  carelefthefs  or  wilfulnefs 
44  of  transcribers.  I  fhall  not 

A  V 

44  take  any  notice  of  Englifh 
44  pedigrees  ( hit  horf  ladron  i) 

R  44  left 
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44  left  I  fhould  trace  their  mufti- 
44  room  nob.  and  gen.  to  iome 
44  baftards,  arrant  thieves  and 
44  murderers,  whether  Saxon 
44  or  Norman.” 

What  oppoftte  qualities  ap¬ 
pear  in  this  eccentric  character  ! 
What  greatnefs,  what  meanefs 
of  mind  !  Here  is  evidently 
the  want  of  education,  and  ot  a 
more  extenfive  commerce  with 
the  world,  to  {often  his  manners, 
and  to  ijiftil  the  principles  of 
liberality  into  his  foul.  His  good 
fenfe  and  great  abilities  ought  to 
have  fet  him  above  making  fuch 
invidious  national  diftmetions, 
and  blowing  afrefti  the  almoft 
felf-extiiwuifhed  embers  of  ani- 

O 

mofity,  which  fhould  be  left  to 
reft  in  eternal  oblivion.  T.  he 
caufe  of  fuch  party-feuds  is  now 
entirely  removed  ;  for,  as  Judge 
Rlackftone  obferved,  “  We  are 
44  now  infenftbly  put  upon  the 
44  fame  footing,  and  Roman- 
44  like,  made  fellow-citizens 
44  with  our  conquerors. ” 

It  mu  ft  be  owned,  and  it 
ought  to  be  here  premifed,  that 
beftdes  this,  he  had  feveral  other 
foibles  which  were  highly  re- 
prehenftble,  as  will  appear  by 
the  fequel  of  this  fketch.  The 
writer  hereof  may  be  blamed, 
by  {hort-fighted  perfons,  for 
having  any  connections  with  a 
man  of  his  principles ;  but  hi§ 


apology  is,  that  (like  Paraceilus) 
provided  he  -  received  valuable 
information  upon  any  fubjedf, 
he  did  not  care  from  what  quar¬ 
ter  it  came,  whether  from  pro- 
fefiors  in  fcience,  or  from  {trol¬ 
ling  gypftes.  Ehe  bee  lights 
upon  the  flower,  to  extract  its 
honey,  not  its  noxious  qualities  : 
gold,  is  ft  ill  gold,  in  whatever 
matrix  it  may  be  found  imbed¬ 
ded  :  And  who  would  not  ftoop 
to  pick  up  gems,  even  from  a 
dunghill  ?  But  to  return: — 

Jones ,  as  if  he  were  at  times 
tired  in  thinking  upon  the  vari¬ 
ous  properties  of  this  particle 
of  matter,  which  we  live  upon, 
would  be  carried  in  mind  by 
his  eagle-winged  genius  to  the 
fpheres  of  the  planets,  upon 
which  he  formed  many  whimft- 
cal  hypothefes.  Such  as  thefe.  • 

44  Whether  there  is  any  ma- 
44  terial  difference  in  the  heat 
44  received  from  the  fun,  in  the 
44  feveral  primary  orbs  which 
44  furround  him  ?  And  whether 
44  may  not  Herfchell’s  new  pla- 
44  net  be  as  temperate,  and  even 
44  as  warm,  as  Mercury?  Be- 
44  caule  their  warmth  mu  ft  be 
44  calculated  not  only  from  a 
44  compound  ratio  of  their  dif- 
44  tances,  but  alfo  from  their 
44  various  refpedfive  quantities 
44  of  refleclinp- furface.  A  given 
44  quantity  of  the  furface  of  Ju- 

44  piter, 
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“  plter,  will  reflet!  more  heat 
“  than  an  equal  quantity  of 
44  the  furface  of  Mercury :  the 
latter  being  more  convex,  con- 
44  lequently  the  rays  being  re- 
ceived  obliquely,  will  not  re- 
“  gurgitate  on  the  body  of  the 
“  planet.  I  am  better  adapted 
“  to  explain  my  notions  in 
“  kitchen  language,  than  in  the 
“  technical  jargon  of  the  learned. 
“  When  my  mother  dreffed  a 
goofe,  flie  ufually  placed  her 
“  large  brafs  pan  behind  it.  I 
“  was  her  turn-fpit,  and  being 
“  of  an  inquifitive  turn  of  mind, 
“  when  I  found  her  in  £ood 
humour,  I  afked  her  the  rea- 
u  fon  of  her  placing  the  pan  in 
“  that  fituation  ?  She  faid  it 
“  was  to  catch  the  heat  of  the 
44  fire  that  was  flying  off,  and 
4i  return  it  upon  the  goofe.  I 
44  afked  her,  why  did  not  the 
44  little  pan  ferve  as  well  ?  She 
44  anfwered,  that  the  larger  the 
<fi  pan  was,  the  more  heat  was 
44  reflected  upon  the  goofe. 
44  And  I  remember,  that  when 
44  the  fire  was  rather  too  vehe- 
44  ment,  I  was  ordered  to  turn 
44  the  fpit  fafter ;  by  which  I 
4£  took  the  whim,  that  had  not 
44  Jupiter’s  velocity  prevented 
(i  it,  he  might  be  fcorchedff 

But  after  endeavouring  to  fup- 
port  that  planets  of  various  dis¬ 
tances  from  the  fun,  might  ne- 
vevthelefs  enjoy  an  equal  degree 


of  warmth,  owing  to  their  differ¬ 
ence  in  convexity  of  furface,  in 
denfity  or  tenuity  of  atmofphere, 
&c.  he  feems  to  have  Shifted 
Sides,  by  faying  In  a  fubfequent 
letter,  44  Though  the  light  anj 
44  warmth  of  Saturn  be  far  in- 
44  ferior  to  ours,  yet  this  needs 
44  not  make  the  inhabitants  of 
44  that  remote  globe  to  be  more 
44  miferable  than  we  are.  For 
44  the  author  of  nature  may 

j 

44  have  formed  thofe  beings  of 
44  fuch  materials  as  are  adapted 
44  to  their  fituation.  The  half- 
44  frozen  Greenlander  would 
44  think  himfelf  in  hell,  were 
44  he  tranfported  to  the  burning 
44  plains  of  Africa.  The  vul- 
44  tures  of  the  Andes  immedi- 
44  ately  die  when  they  arebrought 

44  to  the  lower  regions  of  Lima,” 

♦ 

44  I  noted  from  Whiflon, 
44  fays  he,  about  50  years  ago, 
44  the  times  when  the  fuppofed 
44  known  comets  were  to  re- 
44  appear;  and  being  deceived 
44  in  my  expectation,  I  con- 
44  eluded,  that  thofe  which  re- 
44  fern  bled  other  former  comets 
44  w^ere  not  the  fame,  and  that 
44  comets  never  return.  The 
44  curve  which  they  appear  to 
44  deferibe  in  their  approxima- 
44  tion  to  the  fun,  is  caufed  by 
44  his  attradlion :  and  when  they 
44  get  clear  of  his  influence, 

44  they  proceed  in  a  direCt  line 
44  until-  they  come  within  the 
R  3  i4  fpherq 


244 


CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796. 


“  fpherc  of  attraction  of  ano- 
“  ther  orb ;  and  fo  on,  eter- 
“  nally  traversing  the  infinity 

of  Space.” 

He  was  much  afflidfed,  in  his 
youth,  with  an  inveterate  fero- 
phula ;  which  to  remove,  baf¬ 
fled  all  the  efforts  of  the  faculty. 
The  maladv  confirmed  its  claim 

j 

to  the  appellation  of  opprobrium 
me  dicorum.  This  was  a  caufe 
more  than  Sufficient  to  turn  the 
verfatility  of  his  genius  to  the 
Study  of  the  art  of  healing. 
And  his  firft  attempt,  upon 
himfelf,  Succeeded  in  a  complete 
cure.  He  Soon  came  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  vulgar  as  the 
Boerhaave  of  the  day.  But  thofe 
who  thought  themielves  of  the 
better  fort,  defpifed  his  mean 
appearance,  his  broken  Englifh, 
his  want  of  pretenfions  to  im¬ 
possibilities  ;  and  as  he  had 
never  learnt  to  diffemble,  he  was 
wholly  destitute  of  the  trumpe¬ 
ries  and  impoftures  of  empiri¬ 
cism.  When  Strangers,  by  his 
uncouth  appearance,  Seemed  to 
doubt  his  ability  of  healing  the 
fcrophula,  he  ufed  to  Shew 
to  them  what  he  called  his 
certificate :  thefe  were  the  fears 
left  by  the  evil  upon  his  own 
body. 

J 

With  Dr.  Girtanner,  he  con¬ 
demned  the  hodge-podge  pre¬ 
scriptions  of  phyficians ;  alledg¬ 


ing,  that  all  difeafes  originated 
from  Simple  caufes,  which  Should 
be  removed  or  alleviated  by 
Simple  medicines.  He  thought, 
that  two  Simple  drugs,  the  one 
to  increafe,  the  other  to  diminifh 
irritability,  would  be  Sufficient, 
inftead  of  numberlefs  gallipots, 
the  thoufa'hd  engines  of  death, 
which  crowd  the  apothecaries’ 
Shops. 

“  Our  country  apothecaries, 
(fays  he,  in  a  letter  dated 
061.  22,  1794)  “  think  them- 
“  Selves  in  the  ne  plus  ultra  of 
“  medical  Science;  and  plume 
“  themfelves  on  their  dignity  of 
“  being  licenfed,  of  having  been 
“  at  Sea,  and  hearing  ledturesl 
“  As  for  my  part,  I  think  the 
(C  art  ft  ill  in  its  infancy :  there 
<c  remains  yet  many  abfurd  no- 
“  tions  in  the  pradlice,  and  no 
“  great  progrefs  has  been  made 
t(  in  the  prevention  and  cure  of 
“  contagious  and  chronic  di« 
i£  Seafes.  What  ravages  are 
“  made  at  Sea  by  the  Scurvy  ? 
“  Forty  days  are  required  to 
“  form  quarantine;  but  this 
“  might  be  performed  in  fo 
“  many  minutes,  were  the  real 
“  caufe  or  contagious  principle 
“  of  difeafes  well  underftood.” 

“  But  as  a  contraft  to  our 
<c  prefent  ignorance  in  the  art 
u  of  healing,  we  can  hardly 
“  form  an  idea  of  the  ultimate 

>  j  „  '  j  i  * 

“  perfection 
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44  perfedion  to  which  it  may 
44  arrive,  at  fome  future  period. 
44  It  was  fome  time  back  thought 
44  a  wonderful  difcovery,  that 
44  perfons  drowned,  and  appa- 
44  rentiy  dead,  Hiould  be  after- 
44  wards  reftored  to  life.  But 
44  could  I,  by  fome  laws  of 
44  tranfmigration,  return  into 
44  this  world,  at  a  thoufand 
44  years  hence,  I  fhould  not  be 
“  furprifed  to  hear,  that  the 
44  travellers,  and  the  foldiers  of 
44  the  cruel  Almagro,  who,  on 
44  their  paffage  from  Peru  to 
44  Chili,  attempted  to  afcend 
44  the  Andes,  but  were  con- 
44  verted,  both  men  and  horfes, 
44  by  the  intenfity  of  the  cold, 
44  into  mummies  of  ice ;  where 
44  they  now  remain  in  an  in- 
44  dined  pollure,  the  horfes,  as 
44  it  were,  in  the  attitude  of 
44  pacing,  and  the  men  in  that 
44  of  whipping  or  fpurring  ; — ■ 
44  I  fhould  not  be  furprifed,  I 
44  fay,  to  hear  that  thofe  ani- 
44  mals,  both  men  and  brutes, 
44  had  been  reftored  to  life.  Pa- 
44  radoxical  as  this  may  appear, 
44  I  am  far  from  thinking  it  im- 
14  pofiible.  A  drowned  perfon, 
44  before  his  recovery,  has  for 
44  the  time  his  fundions  of  life 
44  fufpended:  the  men  and  horfes 
44  on  the  Andes  are  but  in  the 
44  fame  predicament  ”  !  ! 

It  is  well  known  that  frofl  is 
an  excellent  preferver  of  animal 


folids ;  but  whether  it  is  the 
fame  in  regard  to  the  fluids,  and 
efpecially  the  nervous,  the  pri- 
mum  mobile  of  animation,  Mr. 
Jones  would  have  aded  wifely 
to  refled,  before  his  broaching 
luch  a  flighty  notion. 

Early  in  life,  he  happened  to 
read  the  writings  of  Voltaire; 
was  fo  unfortunate  as  to  admire 
them  ;  and  they  left  indelible 
impreffions  upon  his  mind. — 
Mons.  Hirzel  gives  Kliyog,  his 
favourite  Swifs  farmer,  the  ap¬ 
pellation  of  the  Rural  Socrates  ; 
fo  might  Jones,  with  equal  pro¬ 
priety,  be  called  the  Rural  Vol¬ 
taire.  Voltaire  was  his  favourite 
tutor,  both  in  politics  and  reli¬ 
gion.  If  the  writer  hereof  may 
guefs  from  the  portraits  he  has 
feen  of  Voltaire,  the  features  of 
the  body,  as  well  as  of  the 
mind,  in  both,  were  very  fimi- 
lar  to  each  other.  Owing;  to 

O 

thefe  principles,  his  pradice  in 
phyfic  declined  apace  in  his  lat¬ 
ter  years.  Churchmen  could 
not  think  of  employing  a  man. 
whom  they  deemed  a  republi¬ 
can;  nor  could  the  dilfenters 
exped  the  blefling  of  heaven 
upon  the  endeavours  of  an  infidel 
to  heal.  In  a  letter  dated  the 
8th  of  Odober,  1793,  he  com¬ 
plains  of  being  perfecuted  by 
both  parties,  in  thefe  words 

R  3  *  *  *  44  Chwi 
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#  *  i(  Chwi  fydd,  ac  awenydd  gain, 
u  Ynllawnder  hawddfyd  Lluudairfj 
i(  Minnau  yn  ahnymunol, 
i(  Llithro  wnaf  i’r  llethr  yn  6l» 

44  To  be  fhoVt,  there  exifts 
44  not  a  more  pitiable  biped  than 
44  I  am,  noon  earth.  Not  a 
44  whit,  not  a  tittle  of  comfort 
44  left*  for  this  world,  nor  the 
44  next.  You  too  well  know 
44  that  I  have  offended  the  eledl 
44  in  thefe  parts,  fome  time  ago  ; 
44  and  upon  that  account  I  am 
44  excluded  for  ever  from  the 
44  lift  of  faints*  which  are  fo  re- 
44  gularly  kept  here,  that  the 
44  book  of  life  is  to  be  but  as 
44  it  were  a  tranfcript  of  the 
44  methodiftical  regifters.  I  am 
44  perfecuted  alfo  by  church- 
44  men our  reverend  redtor, 
44  (whofe  name  I  forgot  to  nlen- 
44  tion  in  my  diftrefs  Concern- 
44  ing  my  poor  foul),  in  his  ex- 
44  cefs  of  charity,  and  tender- 
44  nefs  of  feelings,  for  his  poor 
44  curate,  whom  he  was  going 
44  to  turn  adrift,  with  a  wife 
44  and  five  or  fix  children,  took 
44  it  into  his  head  that  I  had  a 
44  hand  in  forwarding  a  petition 
44  to  the  bifhop  to  continue  our 
44  minifter  in  his  cure.  The 
44  redfor  has  not  fcrupled  ftnce, 
44  publicly  to  declare  me  not 
44  only  a  rank  republican,  but 
44  a  leveller,  and  that  I  wifhed 
44  to  equalize  him  with  a  poor 


44  infignificant  curate  !•  As  for 
44  my  principles  and  belief,  it  is 
44  quite  an  indifferent  matter  to 
44  me,  whether  Mr.  B-k-e  or 
44  P-ne,  will  be  the  falfe  pro- 
44  phet ;  I  believe  they  are  both 
44  infpired,  and  I  believe  they 
44  are  both  liars.” 

The  a 61  which  paffed  in  the 
25th  of  Geo.  III.  prohibiting 
certain  pradfcitioriers  from  vend¬ 
ing  medicines  without  taking 
out  annual  licences,  gave  an  ad¬ 
ditional  check  to  his  practice ;  for 
though  he  was  reckoned  to  be  of 
a  levelling  principle  hiinfelf,  yet 
he  could  not  brook  the  indignity 
of  being  thus  put  upon  a  level 
with  every  ignorant  quack  ;  and 
confequently  he  never  took  out 
a  licence.  4  I  intended,’  (fays 
he,  in  a  letter)  44  to  digeft  and 
4  reduce  into  order  my  crude 
4  ideas  upon  different  fubjedfs, 
4  and  publifh  them  :  but  the  late 
6  medicine  adt  has  cut  me  fhort, 
4  fo  that  I  mu  ft.  either  labour, 

4  beg,  ftarve,  emigrate,  or  fob- 
4  mit  to  the  mearinefs  of  prac- 
4  tiling  under  a  quack-licence ; 

4  but  then  I  may,  like  others, 
4  kill  as  many  as  I  pleafe  cum 
4  privilegio  regis.  One  of  thefe. 
4  licenfed  quacks,  whofe  ig- 
4  norance  is  too  intolerable  to 
4  permit  me  to  enter  my  name 
4  in  the  fame  lift,  lives  at  *  %  * 
44  *  *,  and  on  being  a  Iked  his 
4  opinion  lately,  refpedfing  a 

4  confumptive 
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4  consumptive  patient,  anfwered, 
44  His  lungs  are  like  a  Sieve, 
44  and  his  liver  all  rotten  to 
44  pieces;  but  I  Shall  reftore 
44  them  anew!”  4  He  alfo  de- 
4  feats  the  defigns  of  the  ministry 
4  of  profiting  by  Ramps,  by 
4  uflng  his  own  prepared  medi- 
4  cines,  infufions,  and  decoc- 
4  tions  of  herbs,  & c.  ;  a  Suitable 
4  hog-wafh  for  the  fwinifh  mul- 
4  titude,  by  whom  he  is  gene- 
4  rally  refpeCted  as  a  wonderful 
4  prodigy  !” 

44  A  fon  of  W.  R.  of****, 
44  had  an  ulcerated  leg,  which 
44  had  been  deemed  incurable 
44  but  by  amputation,  by  the 
44  united  opinion  of  three  regu- 
44  lar-bred  Surgeons,  who  charg- 
44  ed  half  a  guinea  each  for  this 
44  their  good-will  to  the  men- 
*44  carpenters :  but  by  following 
44  my  directions,  he  is  now  per- 
44  feCtly  recovered.  But  owing 
44  to  my  not  being  legally  qua- 
44  lifted  to  fee  myfelf  adequately 
44  recompenfed,  I  was  under  the 
>44  neceffityof  referring  it  to  the 
'44  father’s  generality ;  and  he 
44  very  liberally  prefented  me 
44  with  the  full  fum  of  five  foil- 
44  lings.  Thus  am  L  frequently 
44  ufed ;  and  this  I  owe  to  our 
44  fo  much  extolled  constitution : 
**  the  Magna  Diana  Ephefio- 
*‘4  rum.” 


The  motive  of  Jones’s  con¬ 
duct  in  this  inftance,  which 
Stamps  a  degree  of  bafenefs  up¬ 
on  his  charaftler  that  is  inex- 
cufable,  could  not  have  been 
the  payment  of  five  Shillings  a 
year  for  a  licence ;  for  fuch  a 
trifling  fum  is  no  objeCt,  even  to 
a  day-labourer ;  but  it  mu  ft  be 
that  latent  principle  of  difcon- 
tent,  which  he  had  long  che- 
rifhed,  and  which  had  now 
grown  too  refraCtory  to  permit 
him  to  Submit  to  the  laws  of  his 
country. 

Emigration  to  America  now 
engrailed  all  his  thoughts.  And 
though  his  body  bore  fome 
marks  of  decay,  vet  his  mind, 
feemed  daily  to  become  more 
vigorous.  Pie  w^as  now  above 
three'-fcore  years  old,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  but  that  he  fondly 

J 

cherifned  the  expectation  of 
living  another  three-fcore  in 
Kentucky. 

In  October  1792,  he  wrote 
to  Sir  William  Pulteney,  one  of 
the  members  for  Shrewsbury, 
upon  the  fubjeCt  of  emigration  ; 
the  following  fragment  only  of 
the  letter  has  been  preferved : — 

44  Sir, 

The  hardships  which  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  this  barren  country 
Suffer  by  the  infatiable  avarice  of 

R  4  the 
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the  landowners,  have  affedled 
my  feelings  fo  much  that  I  had 
determined  to  write  to  London 
to  get  intelligence  of  fome  pro¬ 
prietor  of  uncultivated  lands  in 
America,  in  order  to  offer  my 
fervice  in  concerting  a  plan  for 
removing  fuch  of  my  country-* 
men  as  have  fpirit  enough  to 
leave  thefe  ./Egyptian  Tafk- 
mafters,  who  would  fain  com¬ 
pel  us  to  make  brick  without 
either  draw  or  morter,  and  try 
their  fortunes  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Atlantic.— And  being  in¬ 
formed  that  you  had  fome  fuch 
fcheme  in  contemplation,  I  pre¬ 
fumed  to  take  this  earlieft  op¬ 
portunity, to  reprefent  that  *  * 
&;c.  *****,  &c.  &c. 

To  which,  the  patriotic  and 
worthy  baronet,  confident  with 
his  general  charadter  and  con¬ 
duct,  returned  a  fuitable  anfwer 
to  the  following  purport,  on  the 
12th  of  November,  1792  : 

That  he  applauded  his  hu¬ 
manity  in  wiiliing  to  do  fervice 
to  the  tenants  of  his  part  of  the 
country  ;  but  he  would  willing¬ 
ly  hope,  that  there  was  no  oc- 
cafion  to  carry  them  out  of  the 
Idngdom.  He  obferved  farther, 
that  it  was  true  that  the  rents  of 
lands  had  been  advanced  in  mod; 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  but  on 
ihe  other  hand,  the  prices  of 
every  thing,  which  the  farmer 


had  to  fell,  had  alfo  been  in- 
created ;  and,  hefides,  there  had 
been  great  improvements  made 
in  the  method  of  cultivating 
land,  fo  thatinduflrious  farmers 
could  better  afford  to  pay  the 
advanced  rents,  if  they  were 
willing  to  cultivate  properly, 
than  they  could  afford  to  pay  tho 

former  rents. — At  the  fame  time 

\ 

it  was  natural  enough  for  them 
to  be  diffatisfed,  at  firil,  with 
the  idea  of  paying  more  rent,  or 
to  be  put  out  of  their  old  bad 
methods  of  managing  their 
farms. — And  that  there  did 
not  exift  a  better  country  in  the 
world  than  Great  Britain,  and 
that  it  was  then  thriving  in  a 
moil  extraordinary  manner ;  fo 
that  a  few  years  of  peace  would 
make  an  incredible  change,  ana 
would  enable  government  to 
take  off  all  the  burdenfom^ 
taxes.  Sir  William,  therefore, 
recommended  to  no  man  to  leave 
Great  Britain.  The  expence  of 
going  to  America,  being  con- 
fiderable,  and  the  hardfbips  and 
difficulties  when  they  got  there,- 
were  many  and  great;  it  would 
be  long  before  they  would  be¬ 
come  comfortable.  The  wor¬ 
thy  baronet  wifhed,  therefore, 
that  his  good  fenfe  and  humanity 
might  be  employed,  rather  to 
explain  to  the  people,  how  they 
might  go  on  well  and  comfort-* 
ably  at  home,  than  to  induce 
them  to  go  abroad  and  leave. 

this 
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this  flourishing  Ifland. — And  he 
alio  laid,  that  his  earned  wifli 
was  to  be  of  as  much  fervice  as 
he  could  to  every  Brifciflr  fubjecff, 
whether  at  home  or  abroad. 
But  he  thought  that  he  could 
fcrve  them  bed  by  recommend¬ 
ing  to  them  not  to  ad!  from 
pique,  or  paffion,  or  hady  dis¬ 
content  ;  but  to  confider  well 
die  great  advantages  of  remain¬ 
ing  in  a  country,  which  Provi¬ 
dence  feemed  to  have  bled  in  a 
greater  degree  than  any  other 
country  that  ever  exited  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth. 

The  good  fenfe  contained  in 
this  advice,  does  not  appear  to 
have  had  much  effedl  towards 
the  converdon  of  Jones  ;  for 
he  has  written  upon  the  corner 
of  the  baronet’s  letter, - 

Thus  they  abufe  the  fim- 
“  plicity  of  the  ignorant,  and 
“  infult  the  fenfes  of  people  of 
“  understanding.”  Being  not 
in  the  lead  difeouraged  at  this 
fird  defeat,  he  lod  no  time  ;  for 
in  December  1792,  he  opens  a 
communication  with  Mr.  Pinck¬ 
ney,  the  American  ambaffador 
in  London,  propohng  to  make 
a  lid  of  as  many  of  his  coun¬ 
trymen  as  were  anxious  for 
emigrating,  and  to  prevail  upon 
each  of  them  to  depodt  a  dipu- 
lated  fum  in  a  common  fund, 
towards  defraying  the  expences 
of  their  voyage,  and  to  bind 


them  to  their  engagements.  His 
expeditions  were  now  very 
(anguine,  and  his  imagination 
teemed  with  utopian  Schemes  of 
government.  In  a  (ketch  of  a 
letter,  dated  6  Feb.  1794,  but 
without  either  addrefs  or  Signa¬ 
ture,  dill  harping  upon  his  now 
favourite  dring,  he  fays;— — 

“  there  is  plenty  of  land  to  be 
“  purchafed  at  different  prices, 

“  according  to  quality  and  dtu- 
“  tion,  in  all  the  united  States. 

“  In  Kentucky,  land  is  fold  at 
««  the  following  prices  per  acre, 

“  with  fome  improvements  from 
“  12  to  15  drillings  :  plantations 
“  with  orchards,  and  other  im- 
“  provements,  from  21  to  25 
“  drillings:  good  land  without 
“  improvement,  may  be  pur- 
“  chafed  from  Is.  6d.  to  8s.  an 
“  acre.  Dr.  Edwards,  who 
“  was  lad  year  in  Wales,  has 
“  Several  thoufand  of  acres  in 
“  Fayette  County,  Penfylvania, 

<c  which  he  will  fell  for  dif- 
“  ferent  prices  from  4  pence, 

“  to  2  guineas  an  acre.  There 
“  are  120,000  acres  in  Penfyl- 
“  vania,  and  fo  many  in  Ken- 
“  tucky,  to  be  leafed  in  lots  of 
“  different  fizes,  from  200  to 
“  500  acres,  wdth  a  liberty  of 
“  purchafe.  But  I  tlr ink  it  one 
“  of  the  fird  considerations  for 
“  us,  that  we  chule  a  country 
“  and  climate  of  a  temperature 
“  as  Similar  as  poffible  to  that 

“  of  Wales.  And  I  think  Ken- 

*  \ 
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44  tucky,  is  the  place  that  comes 
44  under  that  defcription,  which 
u  is  alfo  one  of  the  theapeb 
44  parts  to  purchafe  land,  and 
44  altogether  a  mo  ft  delightful 
44  country.  However,  it  would 
be  mod  prudent,  not  to  fix 
44  upon  any  place,  without  fil'd 
44  fending  forne  of  the  party, 
44  properly  qualified,  before 
44  hand,  to  make  observations. 
44  The  land  to  be  purchafed 
44  fhould  be  in  one  lot,  for  the 
44  lake  of  the  party’s  being;  to- 
44  gether,  forming  a  Welfh 
44  community.  But  as  to  all 
44  necedary  internal  regulations, 
44  I  diall  not  enter  upon  them 
44  here  ;  whatever  they  may  be, 
44  the  principles  upon  which 
44  they  depend  mud  be  drawn 
44  up  in  the  fird  indance,  and 
44  agreed  to. 

44  When  once  the  party  is 
44  fettled,  there  would  doubtlefs 
44  afterwards  be  a  continual  in- 
14  creafe  to  the  number,  by 
44  others  following  from  Wales, 
44  in  confequence  of  the  way  be- 
44  ing  once  laid  open.  Who 
44  knows  but  the  colony  would 
44  become  fo  numerous  in  a 
44  diort  time  as  to  give  it  a 
44  claim  to  be  confidered  as  a 


44  feparate  date  by  itfelf,  en- 
44  joying  its  own  legiflature, 
44  (fubjetd,  neverthelefs,  to  com- 
44  mon  law),  and  that  admi- 
44  nidered  in  the  Welfh  lan- 
44  guage  !  Ond  nid  ywhyn  yn 
44  heth  i’w  ddifgwyl  cyn  i  rai  o’r 
44  henaviaid  a  fyddont  yn  arwain 
44  y  llu  cyntav  gael  gorwedd  yn 
44  nhawelwch  angau.” 

However,  Jones’s  emigrating 
fpirit  experienced  a  fecond  de¬ 
feat:  but  whether  it  was  owing 
to  want  of  encouragement  from 
Mr.  Pinckney,  or  to  the  back- 
wardnefs  of  his  own  country- 

j 

men,  in  depofiting  their  money 
in  his  propofed  fund,  does  not 
appear. 

His  tranfatlantic  fcheme  thus 
ending  in  difappointment,  was 
more  than  his  fpirirs  could  bear  ; 
he  funk,  and  died*. 

Upon  a  review  of  the  whole 
of  his  life,  it  appears,  how  men 
are  led  into  error  by  falfe  and 
partial  conceptions  of  things ; 
by  an  obdinate  attachment  to 
one  fide  of  the  quedion,  with¬ 
out  having  prudence  or  candour, 
either  to  give  ear  to,  or  exa¬ 
mine  the  apologies  and  argu- 


*  Some  days  previous  to  his  death  he  exprefied  his*earneft  defire  of  having  the  fa- 
crament  aduainiftered  unto  him,  which  he  received  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  fincere 
penitence. 


ments 
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ments  of  the  oppofite  party. 
Had  Jones,  after  admiring  the 
insinuating  Rile  and  Specious 
reafonings  of  Voltaire,  read  the 
works  of  the  ArchbiShop  of  An- 
neci,  Mr.  Findlay,  M.  Clement, 
and  others,  who  have  detected 
the  harpy  under  an  angelic  garb, 
i(  his  admiration  of  the  writer 
“  muft  have  been  lofE  in  his 
“  deteftation  of  the  man  he 
would  have  Tound  in  them  a 
Sufficient  antidote  againft  the 
venom  he  had  inhaled  from  the 
writings  of  that  arch-mifanthro- 

o 

pift,  and  illiberal  bigot  to  infi¬ 
delity:  Had  he,  after  calculat¬ 
ing  the  poffible  advantages  to  be 
enjoyed  after  emigrating  to 
America,  reckoned  a’s  well  the 
contra  fide  of  the  page,  that  is, 
the  certain  difficulties  and  dan¬ 


gers  attending  it ;  had  he  cre¬ 
dited,  what  is  recorded  as  a 
matter  of  fa£t,  that  out  of  two 
thoufand  perfons,  who  went 
from  Liverpool,  and  its  vici¬ 
nity,  to  America,  from  the  year 
1790  to  1794  incluSive,  with 
the  fame  quixotic  ideas  —fifteen 
hundred  have  Since  thanked 
heaven  for  an  opportunity  of  re¬ 
turning  to  their  native  country  ; 
in  fine,  had  he  taken  Sir  \V . 
Pulteney’s  friendly  advice, — he 
would  have  lived,,  and  probably 
he  might  have  been  Still  living 

O  O 

— an  uieful  member  of  Society — 
an  oracle  to  his  neighbourhood 
— an  inftance  of  the  powers  of 
Self- tuition  —  and,  as  indeed,  in 
many  refpedis  he  really  was, 
ail  ornament  to  human  nature. 


THE 


(  252  ) 


THE 


LIFE  of  FRANCIS  MANSEL,  D.  D. 

Principal  of  Jefas  College  in  Oxford, 


Francis  mansel,  third 

fon  of  Sr.  Francis  Manfel, 
of  Muddlefcomb,  in  the  county 
of  Caermarthen,  baronet ;  was 
born  at  Muddlefcomb-Plas,  and 
chridened  on  Palm -Sunday, 
A.  D.  1588.  He  was  bred  up 
in  the  free  fchool  at  Hereford, 
and  thence  tranfplanted  to  Jefus- 
College  in  Oxford,  and  took  his 
degrees  of  batchelor  and  mader 
of  arts,  while  commoner  of  this 
houfe. 

In  the  year  1613,  he  dood  to 
be  fellow  of  All-Souls,  as  foun¬ 
der’s  kinfman  ;  but  that  preten¬ 
don  being  little  welcome  there, 
he  was  forced  to  wave  it,  and 
came  in  the  following  eledtion  ; 
and  thence,  upon  the  death  of 
Mr.  Griffin  Powel,  principal  of 
Jefus  College  ;  he  was,  in  the 
the  year  1620,  eledbed  to  fuc- 
ceedhimintheheadfhip.  Within 
his  year  of  grace  at  All-Souls 
alfo,  he  refigned  in  order  to 
make  way  for  Sir  Eubule  Thel- 


wall,  knight,  one  of  the  maf- 
ters  of  chancery,  and  mader  of 
the  Alienation  Office ;  who, 
fucceeding  in  the  headdiip,  be¬ 
came  aq  ever-memorable  great 
benefadbor  to  the  college. 

The  zeal  of  Mr.  Manfel,  for 
he  did  not  take  his  degree  of 
doctor  in  divinity  till  the  year 
1624,  did  appear  eminently  for 
the  good  of  the  college  in  this 
juncture  ;  for  as  he  did  not  enter 
upon  this  charge,  but  to  the 
prejudice  of  his  preferment  in 
the  world,  his  fellowfhip  being 
of  greater  emolument,  and  of 
lefs  expence,  than  the  headdiip 
was ;  fo  he  mod  readily  ac¬ 
quitted  it,  when  Sir  Eubule 
Thelwall  appeared  willing  to 
accept  it,  in  contemplation  of 
his  greater  abilities  to  enlarge 
the  buildings,  and  to  encreafe 
the  revenue  of  the  college. 

How  fuccefsful  he  was  in  the 
difcipline  of  the  college  appears 

by 
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by  the  choice  he  made  of  foun¬ 
dation  men ;  fuch  as  were  Mr. 
Phil.  Flower,  B.  D.  afterwards 
dean  of  Kilmurrey  in  Ireland  ; 
Dr.  William  Thomas,  dean  of 
Worcefter;  Dr.  Daniel  Brevint, 
prebendary  of  Durham ;  Dr. 
Thomas  Powel,  Mr.  Burch, 
Mr.  Daniel  Evans,  Mr.  Henry 
Vaughan,  Mr.  Thomas  Ellis : 
the  memory  of  whofe  refpedlive 
abilities  is  a  credit  to  the  college, 
and  their  merit  of  very  good  note 
in  the  world. 

But  the  maturity  of  thefe,  and 
the  hopes  of  others,  were  quickly 
blafted  by  the  late  war,  which 
overtook  our  principal  within 
ten  years  after  his  coming  on 
the  place.  Yet  that  chearful- 
nefs,  wherewith  the  generality 
of  the  foundation-men,  and  the 
reft  of  the  ftudents  too,  engaged 
for  the  king;  fufficiently  evi¬ 
dences  the  right  principles  in 
which  they  were  bred  up  at  the 
college:  for  of  fixteen  fellows 
and  fixteen  fcholars,  there  re¬ 
mained  but  one  fellow,  and 
one  fcholar,  that  was  not  oufted 
at  the  vifitation  of  the  two 
houfes,  in  1647. 

The  buildings  of  the  college 
were  enlarged  within  the  fame 
fpace  of  time  beyond  all  hopes  ; 
for  though  our  principal  had  no 
fund,  but  that  of  his  own  zeal, 
for  fuch  an  undertaking,  he  be¬ 


gan  the  fecond  quadrangle  ;  and 
pulling  down  a  ruinous  library, 

that  joined  the  upper  end  of  the 

* 

hall,  he  built  the  north  and 
fouth  pieces  as  the  firft  half  of 
the  two  fquares  of  this  new 
quadrangle,  by  the  contribu¬ 
tions  of  his  friends,  and  his  own 
money :  and  fuch  was  the  in- 
tereft  which  his  relation  in  blood 
to  fo  many  noble  families,  and, 
which  was  more  prevailing,  his 
publick  fpirit  had  procured  him, 
that  he  had  contributions  fuf- 
ficient  in  view  to  finifh  and  per- 
fedt  his  new  quadrangle.  Sir 
George  Vaughan,  of  Foulkjion , 
in  Wiliftnre,  having  declared 
that  himfelf  would  be  at  the  whole 
charge  of  the  weft  end,  which 
was  defigned  to  be  the  library. 
But  all  thofe  pious  defigns  and 
contributions  were  loft  by  the 
difperfions  and  ruin  that  by  the 
war  befell  thofe,  who  intended 
to  be  our  benefadlors. 

The  revenues  he  got  aug¬ 
mented  very  confiderably ;  hav¬ 
ing  prevailed  with  D1.  Morgan 
Owen,  late  Bifhop  of  Landaff; 
Sir  Lewis  Manfel,  the  chief  of 
his  family ;  Sir  Nicholas  Ke¬ 
rn  eys,  knight  and  baronet,  fince 
murthered  in  cold  blood  when 
taken  at  Chepftow  Caftle  ^ 
which  he  had  feized  for  the 
king  in  1648 ;  Dr.  Thomas 
Gwyn,  chancellor  of  the  diocefe 
of  Landaff ;  and  feveral  others, 

to 
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to  become  exhibitors  to  Rich  of 
the  foundation  men  as  had  not 
places  endowed ;  though  that 
charity  buffered  by  the  fame  in¬ 
terruption  of  the  war,  io  that 
none  of  thefe  bene  fathers  lived 
to  fettle  what  they  intended  for 
perpetuity  upon  the  college. 
BKhop  Owen  having  declared, 
that  he  defio-ned  the  retftories 

D 

impropriate  of  Nevern  in  Pern - 
brokejlPrre ,  St.  IjrnaeV s  in  Caer- 
iiiarthenfhire,  and  other  good 
and  certain  inheritances  to  the 
value  of  ^200.  a  year  to  the 
college.  Sir  Lewis  Manfel  -£50. 
a  year,  Sir  Nicholas  Kemeys 
/' 20.  a  year  ;  which  they  two 
paid  for  feveral  years  to  the  col¬ 
lege  :  the  fir  ft  defigning  to  charge 
it,  together  with  fix  fcore  pounds 
a  year  more,  for  the  better  Rip¬ 
ply  of  the  cure  of  Margam  Pa- 
rifh  ;  and  thirty  pounds  a  year 
for  a  grammar  tchool  in  the  fa  id 
parifh  upon  the  lordfliip  of  Mar- 
gam  ;  in  lieu  of  the  tythes, 
which  that  noble  and  confcien- 
tious  gentleman  was  not  fatis- 
fied  to  take  to  himfelf,  without 
this  confiderable  provision  for 
compenfation  to  the  church. 
The  other  intended  to  make 
over  the  impropriate  tythes  of 
Llaniffan  and  Llys-vaen,  out  of 
which  his  exhibition  had  been 
yearly  paid  to  the  college,  but 
lived  not  to  do  it.  Only  Dr. 
Gwyn’s  next  couiin  and  heir, 
T  homas  Gwyn.  of  Tattenham3 


in  Norfolk,  Efq.  and  Sir  Juftb 
nian  Lewyn,  knight,  one  of  the 
mailers  of  chancery,  being  con- 
l'cious  of  Dr.  Gwyn’s  pious  in¬ 
tentions  to  the  college,  did,  af¬ 
ter  the  dodfor’s  death,  fettle  the 
redlory  of  Holyhead  in  Angle- 
fey,  the  one  moiety  to  the  col¬ 
lege,  the  other  for  the  cures  and 
the  poor,  upon  the  felicitation 
of  our  principal  at  the  very  time 
he  had  been  turned  out  by  the  , 
vifitation. 

The  war  being  now  come  on, 
and  the  college  difmantled  intq 
a  part  of  a  garrifon  ;  our  prin¬ 
cipal  being  in  the  country,  foli- 
citing  the  fettling  of  the  bene- 
fadlions  above-mentioned,  his 
return  to  Oxford  was  delayed  ; 
the  paffage  being  unfafe,  till  the 
depth  of  winter,  1 642.  Only 
he  had  the  folace  of  a  good  com¬ 
pany  during  this  his  exile ;  for 
fo  he  efteemed  it,  though  in  his 
own  country.  For  Dr.  Frewyn, 
Lord  Archbilliop  of  York,  and 
Dr.  Sheldon,  afterwards  the 
moff  Honoured  Lord  Archbi- 
fliop  of  Canterbury,  being  forced 
to  leave  Oxford  by  the  ap¬ 
proaches  of  the  enemy,  were 
retreated  into  Glamorgan^ ire, 
and  fojourned  for  feveral  months 
at  Sir  Anthony  Manfel’s,  the 
do£t or’s  brother’s  houfe  ;  where' 
their  prefence  among  the  gentry 
had  the  happy  influence  ot  con¬ 
firming 
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firming  them  in  their  duty  to  the 
king,  and  averfion  to  the  rebels. 

But  thefe  three  perfons  longr- 
ing  to  return  to  their  refpedfive 
colleges,  now  under  the  king’s 
protection,  did  run  a  confider- 
able  rifk  of  being  taken  in  their 
journey,  though  it  was  from 
Worcefter  to  Oxford  in  the  rear 
of  the  king’s  army. 

Our  principal  having  dilpofed 
of  his  college,  (though  with 
fome  difficulty,  by  reafon  of 
orders  from  the  court  for  the 
reception  of  Lord  Herbert,  fince 
Marquis  of  Worcefter,  and  other 
perfons  of  quality  that  were  come 
out  of  Wales  upon  the  king’s 
fervice ;)  was  arrefted  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1 643,  with  the  fad 
news  of  his  brother  Sir  Antho¬ 
ny’s  deceafe ;  who  fell  with  all 
the  circumftances  of  fignal 
piety  and  valour  in  the  firft 
Newbury  fight,  where  he  com¬ 
manded  as  field  officer  under 
the  Lord  Herbert  of  Ragland. 
This  calamity  fo  deeply  affected 
our  principal,  that  lie  fell  into 
fuch  a  fit  of  ficknefs,  that  his 
life  was  for  fome  time  defpaired 
of.  But  God  Almighty  referv- 
ing  him  for  the  five  orphans, 
that  Sir  Anthony  Manfel  left 
behind  him,  he  was  forced  to 
take  a  journey  into  Glamor¬ 
gan  ffi  ire  in  order  to  fettle  his 
brother’s  affairs ;  where  to  drew 


his  zeal  for,  and  faith  in  the 
goodnefs  of  the  king’s  caufe,  he 
lent  all  the  ready  money,  which 
was  above  / 1000.  that  his  bro¬ 
ther  left  behind  him,  to  the 
commiffioners  of  array  for  the 
king’s  affairs :  which  indeed 
proved  that  his  zeal  for  the 
king’s  caufe  over-ruled  that  for 
the  orphans,  the  money  being 
never  paid,  but  buried  in  the 
ruins  of  the  king’s  affairs.  Up¬ 
on  this  he  took  occafion  to  con¬ 
firm  the  gentry,  that  were  moft 
of  them  his  relations,  againft  the 
infinuations  of  the  parliament 
party,  then  viftbly ,  though  not 
fatally  prevailing  till  after  Nafe- 
by  fight :  he  watchfully  laying 
hold  of  all  opportunities,  by 
his  counfels,  correfpondences, 
and  fingular  example,  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  king’s  fervice  in  that 
country. 

And  as  the  county  of  Gla¬ 
morgan  happened  to  be  one  of 
the  laft  that  became  fubjedf  to 
the  rebels,  fo  it  was  the  refuge 
of  many  perfons  of  quality  that 
came  for  fheiter  to  their  perfons 
and  confciences  there,  when 
the  parliament  armies  had  driven 
them  out  of  their  own  home. 
And,  twas  prodigious  to  obferve, 
how  careful  he  was  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation  and  fupply  of  fuph 
perfons :  fince  it  may  be  truly 
averred,  that  there  was  no 
ftranger  of  quality,  military,  oc 

civil, 
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civil,  clergy,  or  lay,  either  in 
that  or  the  neighbouring  coun¬ 
ties  of  Monmouth  or  Caermar- 
then ;  who  did  not  receive  a 
fupply  of  ready  money  at  his 
hands,  or  elfe  an  affectionate 
tender  of  fuch  fupply,  or  of  any 
other  fervice. 

The  garrifon  of  Oxford  being 
furrendered  in  1646,  and  the 
visitation  upon  the  univerfity 
coining  on  in  July,  1647,  he 
haftened  away  from  W ales  to 
his  Ration  there :  and  though 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  who 
was  chief  in  that  action,  owned 
our  principal  as  his  near  kinf- 
jnan,  and  had  a  favour  to  the 
college,  as  the  natural  vifitor 
thereof  by  charier ;  and  though 
the  earl’s  two  younger  fons, 
who  had  lived  for  feveral  years 
commoners  in  the  college  under 
our  principal’s  charge,  offered 
him  their  fervice  with  all  affec¬ 
tion  poffible  ;  yet  neither  the' 
propenfions  of  the  earl,  nor  the 
kind  offices  of  his  fons,  could 
bring  our  principal  to  frame 
himfelf  to  any  the  leaft  evafion, 
much  lefs  to  the  direct  owning 
of  that  power.  But  when  his 
turn  came,  he  published  his 
non  fubmiffion  with  that  excel¬ 
lent  mixture  of  modefty  and 
courage,  as  made  his  vifitors 
afhamed  of  their  reformation, 
and  openly  to  bemoan  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  the  times,  that  forced 


them  to  turn  out  a  perfon  not 
only  in  his  life  and  conduct  un- 
blameable  even  to  the  rigour 
and  partiality,  his  adhering  to 
the  king,  which  was  his  only 
crime,  accepted  ;  but  fo  highly 
ufeful  to  the  college  he  related 
to ;  that  they  feemed  in  their 
confefiion  to  take  from  it  the 
only  ftay  and  pillar,  that  was 
likely,  as  the  times  then  went, 
by  his  prudence,  intereft,  and 
zeal,  to  preferve  it  from  utter 
ruin  and  defolation. 

While  the  reformers  were 
bufy  in  turning  him  out,  and  his 
fociety,  he  was  as  adlive,  as  if 
no  fuch  thing  had  been,  in  fet¬ 
tling  the  poffeffions,  and  afeer- 
taining  the  future  revenues  of 
the  college,  with  all  the  appli¬ 
cation  imaginable ;  nay,  in  or¬ 
dering  new  acceffions  from  him¬ 
felf  and  others  to  the  fucceeding 
intruders.  For  it  was  in  that 
juncture  that  he  procured  that 
noble  legacy  of  books,  which 
the  right  honourable  and  mofi: 
learned  Eord  Herbert ,  of  Cher - 
buryy  gave  to  the  college :  it 
was  then  that  he  obtained  from 
the  heir  of  Dr.  Thomas  Gwyn, 
to  fettle  the  redlory  impropriate 
of  Holyhead,  in  Anglefey,  in 
perpetuity  upon  the  college :  it 
was  then  that  he  conveyed,  as 
far  as  in  him  lay,  the  corpfes  of 
his  two  prebends,  Elangamarcb, 
in  St.  David’s,  and  the  treafurer- 
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fhip  of  LlandafF,  which  he  af¬ 
terwards  lived  to  fettle  effecdu- 
ally,  upon  the  College.  It  was 
then  alfo  that  he,  by  a  rare  ex¬ 
ample,  being  call:  out  of  his 
beloved  college,  left  behind  him 
in  it  his  own  library;  which 
was  a  very  compleat  one,  and 
fuitable  to  his  great  and  univer- 
fal  knowledge,  whether  we  con- 
fider  the  choice  or  the  number 
of  the  books  ;  there  being  in  it 
nothing  but  what  wras  fitting 
for  a  great  theologifd  to  be  fur- 
niflied  w7ith,  either  in  order  to 
ancient  learning,  or  modern  con- 
troverfy,  but  efpecially  to  prac¬ 
tical  divinity :  he  being  eminent 
in  all  thofe  acquifitions  that  ac- 
complifh  a  great  divine,  as  well 
as  a  good  chrifdian. 

Being  ejedfed  out  of  the  head- 
fhip,  which  was  not  addually  done 
by  order  of  the  vifitors  till  the  21(1 
of  May,  1648  ;  he  applied  him- 
felf  to  flate  all  accounts  between 
him  and  the  college  :  and  having 
delivered  the  muniments,  and 
goods  that  belong  to  it,  into  the 
hands  of  the  intruders,  he  with¬ 
drew  into  Wales,  and  took  up 
his  refidence  at  Llantrythyd,  a 
houfe  of  his  kinfman,  Sir  John 
Aubrey,  Kt.  and  Bart,  which 
houfe,  fequeflration  having  made 
defolate,  while  Sir  John  wras  in 
priion  for  his  adherence  to  the 
king,  afforded  him  the  conve- 
niency  of  a  more  private  retire¬ 


ment,  and  of  having  feveral 
young  gentlemen  of  quality, 
his  kindred,  under  his  eye ;  while 
they  were  taught  and  bred  up 
by  a  young  man  of  his  college, 
that  he  had  chofen  for  the  em¬ 
ployment. 

But  this  retirement,  which  he 
was  very  well  pleafed  with, 
lafded  not  long  undifhirbed  by 
the  rebel-foldierv,  that  quartered 
upon  the  country  under  Major- 
general  Butler ,  as  men  then 
called  him  :  for  the  doddor’s  very 
grave  and  pious  afpedd,  which 
fhould  have  been  a  proteddion. 
to  him  among  favages,  was  no 
other  than  a  temptation  to  thofe, 
who  reputed  themfelves  faints, 
to  add  their  infolencies  upon 
him.  Once  meeting  him  in  his 
walk,  they  took  him  for  an  old 
pried:,  as  they  called  him,  and 
fearehed  his  pocket  for  letters. 
Another  time  they  came  to 
Llantrythyd-houfe,  and  a  bar¬ 
barous  crew  of  them  not  con¬ 
tented  to  deride  him  openly  to 
his  face  for  his  canonical  habit, 
which  he  confdantly  wore,  and 
for  his  ufing  the  liturgie  in  pub- 
lick  twice  a  day,  which  he 
never  omitted  among  the  young 
fcholars  in  the  houfe :  they 
fell  to  fearching  for  common 
prayer-books ;  and  finding  about 
a  dozen  of  them  in  the  parlour, 
where  he  ufed  to  officiate,  they 
pleafed  themfelves  hugely  with 
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making  one  blaze  of  fire  with 
fo  many  books.  But  which 
was  yet  more  barbarous,  they 
laid  hands  on  his  perfon :  and 
one  Clements ,  a  farrier  by  trade, 
but  a  preacher  by  profeffion, 
ript  and  tore  his  canonical  cat- 
fock  about  him,  that  it  dangled 
.from  his  girdle  downwards  in  fo 
many  fhreds  or  thongs*  as  made 
them  great  fport.  1  he  pious 
old  man,  with  eyes  and  hands 
lifted  up  to  heaven,  faying  no 
other,  44  But  that  his  bleffed 
44  Saviour  had  fuffered  for  him, 

64  and  that  his  martyred  fove^- 
44  reign  had  fuffered  by  them, 

44  infinitely  more  than  he  was 
44  able  to  fuffer,  or  they  to  in- 
44  fli£b  upon  his  poor  perron.” 
And  having  fatiated  themfelves 
with  infolenci'es,  in  defacing  the 
king's  arms,  not  only  in  feveral 
windows,  but  in  chimney-pieces, 
and  other  curious  pieces  of  art 
and  ornament  about  the  houfe, 
thev  ended  that  fcene  of  mirth 
upon  the  common  prayer-book 
and  apocrypha,  which  they  tore 
out  of  the  great  bible  in  the 
neighbouring  church  ;  and  car- 
ried  away  the  young  man  pri- 
foner,  for  the  better  difperfmg 
of  his  fcholars,  which  was  a 
reformation  they  principally 
aimed  at  in  this  affront  upon 
the  dodor :  and  the  young  man 
being  loon  after  endided  at  the 
quarter  feffions,  44  For  a  femi- 
44  nary  of  rebellion  and  fedi- 


44  tion,” — thofe  were  the  words 
. — he  was  forced  to  forego  his 
country-:  for  the  endidmenf 
was  not  to  be  traverfed  without 
firfl  owning  the  ufurped  powers, 
and  then  denying  that  which  as 
an  honed;  man  he  ought  not  to 
do ;  and  by  the  doctor's  direc¬ 
tion,  removed  with  his  fcholars 
to  Oxford,  where  he  fettled  at 
Mr.  White’s,  afterwards  Sir 
Sampfon  White’s  houfe. 

This  was  in  May,  1651  % 
and  our  principal  followed  Sep¬ 
tember  after;  partly  out  of  a 
longing  to  be  near  his  beloved 
college,  and  partly  out  of  a  re¬ 
gard  to  the  young  fcholars  now 
fettled  at  Mr.  White’s.  For 
one  of  them  was  Sir  Francis 
Manfell,  the  heir  of  his  father’s 
houfe.  Sir  Edward  and  Arthur 
his  brother,  Sir  Anthony  Man- 
fel’s  two  fons,  Sir  John  Aw- 
brey’s  fon  and  heir.  Stepney 
and  Vaughan,  two  other  of  hit 
nephews,  Sir  Sackvile  Crow’s 
fon  and  heir,  and  Sir  Robert 
Moyle,  of  Blackwell,  in  Kent, 
Mr.  Walter  Thomas,  of  Swan- 
fey,  who  lived  retiredly  in  that 
houfe  under  his  eye,  without 
mixing  with  thofe  of  the  uni-* 
verfity. 

When  our  principal  cams 
firft  to  town,  he  took  up  at 
Mr.  Newman’s,  a  baker,  in 
Holywell ;  but  the  good  ofiices 
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he  daily  rendered  to  the  college, 
diipofed  the  then  fociety  fo  far 
to  comply  with  his  inclinations, 
which  had  been  always  to  live 
and  die  in  the  college,  as  to  in¬ 
vite  him  to  accept  of  one  cham¬ 
ber  for  accommodating  himfelf ; 
where  he  built  feveral  fair  ones 
for  the  benefit  of  the  college. 
This  motion  was  accepted,  and 
he  lived  in  the  college,  near  the 
ftony  flairs  by  the  gate  eight 
years,  where  he  had  leifure  to 
obferve  many  changes  and  re¬ 
volutions,  within  thofe  walls  as 
without  them,  till  that  happy 
one  of  his  majeity’s  reftaura- 
tion,  by  God’s  infinite  mercy, 
to  the  college  as  weil  as  to  the 
nation,  happily  came  on. 

It  were  a  hard  talk  to  give  a 
jufl  hint  of  our  principal’s  retire¬ 
ment  here,  fo  much  did  his  hu¬ 
mility  labour  to  conceal  his  well¬ 
doing  and  gallant  fuffering  in 
all  thefe  refpedls.  His  exercife 
within  doors  was  prayer,  with¬ 
out  doors  charity.  He  did  not 
go  to  any  of  the  public  afiem- 
blies,  for  the  mod  orderly  among 
them  wanted  the  facrifice  of  the 
the  holy  Liturgy  appointed  by 
authority  :  he  therefore  either 
■went  to  his  little  flock  at  Mr. 
White’s,  where  himfelf  folemn- 
ly  officiated  on  Sundays  and 
holydays  with  frequent  commu¬ 
nions  ;  or  elfe  to  that  loyal  af- 
fembly,  which  met  not  only  on 


Sundays,  but  week  days  too,  at 
Dr.  Wallis’s  houfe,  under  the 
conduct  of  the  incomparable 
Dr.  Fell ,  of  Chrijl  Church , 
where  the  church  may  be  faid 
to  have  retired  to  that  vTTepctjop 
there,  with  fuch  circumftances 
ot  primitive  devotion  and  fo- 
lemnity,  as  was  hardly  to  be 
paralleled  elfewhere  during  the 
dorm  of  that  persecution* 

Nor  was  his  bounty  to  the 
king’s  friends  dried  up  together 
with  his  comings  in ;  for  befide 
his  contributions  to  private  fup- 
plies  for  his  majefty  beyond  fea, 
he  had  always  a  collection  of 
his  own  going  on  for  the  relief 
of  our  exiled  clergy,  efpecially 
thofe  about  the  king:  which, 
though  it  happened  to  be  a  little 
too  public,  by  reafon  of  a  me¬ 
morial  written  with  his  own 
hand,  which  dropped  from  him 
by  inadvertency,  as  he  was  in 
his  walks  abroad,  neither  dif- 
couraged  him  nor  others,  but 
that  large  fupplies  were  made  to 
them ;  as  afterwards  appeared 
by  the  ample  acknowledgment 
of  Lord  Bifhop  of  Derry,  fince 
Lord  Primate  of  Ireland,  the 
Lords  Bifhops  Morley,  and 
Earles,  and  feveral  others.  And 
his  zeal  for  this  collection,  and 
other  charities  did  appear  emi«? 
nently  by  that  frugality,  or  ra¬ 
ther  aufterity,  which  he  prac- 
tifed  upon  himfelf:  for  it  was 
S  2  his 
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his  conftant  obfervation  both  at 
his  own  table,  and  that  ot  his 
friends,  that  it  became  all  good 
men  to  eonfider  feridufly  how 
many  eminent  perfons  for  rank 
and  merit,  and  once  for  wafte 
fortunes  too,  were  then  about 
the  king ;  whole  held  meals,  we 
might  be  well  affured,  were  not 
as  plentyful  as  the  moft  fparing 
of  ours  ;  and  which  was  very 
fad  to  eonfider,  were  very  often 
to  feek  where  to  find  the  next 
meal:  and  that  it  was  fad  to 
obferve,  that  many  men,  who 
had  very  good  affedhons,  dil- 
abled  themfelves  from  doing  that 
good  which  they  could  not 
choofc  but  wifh  done  to  the 
king,  and  his  fufferers,  becaufe 
they  would  not  allow  them¬ 
felves  to  retrench  thofe  exceffes, 
that  might  have  fome  excufe 
'  in  time  of  peace  and  plenty ; 
but  could  pretend  to  none,  while 
fuch  as  are  infinitely  our  betters 
were  under  fuch  calamities  and 
diftreffes. 

Thofe  that  were  friends  to 
the  usurpation  then  reigning, 
did  not  at  all  like  of  his  com¬ 
pany  here  in  the  univerfity ; 
becaufc  it  was  obferved  that  fe- 
veral  perfons  of  quality  did  re- 
fort  and  hearken  to  him,  and 
were  confirmed  in  his  principles ; 
and  therefore  they  refolved  to 
exterminate  his  little  flock  at 
Mr.  White’s,  by  a  banition  out 


of  town  :  which  refolution  being 
difoovered,  it  was  thought  more 
advifeable  by  Dr.  Sheldon ,  and 
by  Dr*  Hammond,  to  diffolve 
that  knot  voluntarily,  which 
was  done,  the  chief  of  them 
going  beyond  the  feas  in  June, 
1655,  rather  than  come  to  a 
difperfion  by  the  ufurpers. 

However,  his  zeal  in  promo¬ 
ting  thefe  private  colledlions, 
and  all  other  charities,  was  not 
abated  as  long  as  there  was  need 
of  them  ;  which  was  more  and 
more  prefling,  as  he  was  more 
zealous,  till  his.  majefty’s  happy 
coming  in* 

Upon  his  majefty’s  approaches 
he  was  extremely  diflatisfied  to 
fee  how  over-prefting  fome  men 
were  to  be  reftored  to  their 
rights  and  places,  nay  to  be 
preferred  too,  before  the  affairs 
of  the  church  and  kingdom  re^ 
ceived  the  wifhed-for  eftablifh- 
ment.  Therefore  he  never  prefi¬ 
fed  by  petition,  or  otherwife,  to 
the  vifttors  to  fettle  the  uni¬ 
verfity,  to  be  reftored  to  his  be¬ 
loved  college*  till  their  lei fure 
gave  them  leave  to  fend  for  him* 
When  he  came,  which  was  the 
1ft  of  Auguft,  1660,  he  laid 
before  .them  an  expedient ,  as  it 
is  called  in  their  journal,  for 
Jefus  College ;  which  all  per¬ 
fons  concerned  thought  fit  to 
fubrait  to,  and  his  majefty’s 
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c  mmiffioners  to  approve  and 
ratify,  fo  feafonable  was  it  found 
to  be,  without  any  the  leail  op- 
pofition  or  alteration. 

Being  reftored  to  his  headlhip 
how  the  third  time,  his  only 
care  was,  the  decays  of  age, 
efpecially  dimnefs  of  fight  pref¬ 
ling  hard  upon  him,  to  fettle 
all  that  he  had  in  the  world 
upon  the  college ;  and  to  trans¬ 
fer  the  headlhip  upon  fome 
other,  that  would  Rudy  the  in- 
tereR  of  the  college  wTith  the 
fame  concern  that  he  had  done. 
He  therefore,  by  two  new  leafes, 
fettled  the  two  feveral  corpfes  of 
his  prebends,  viz.  the  treafurer- 
ihip  in  the  church  of  LlandafF, 
and  the  prebend  of  Llangamarch 
in  the  collegiate  church  of  Bre¬ 
con  and  Diocefe  of  St.  David’s, 
upon  the  college  for  twenty-one 
years ;  which  was  the  utmoR 
term  he,  as  a  prebendary,  could 
give,  and  fucli  whereby  a  capa-r 
city  of  renewing  with  the  pre¬ 
bendary  for  the  time  being  is 
perpetuated  to  the  college.  Af¬ 
terwards  by  his  will  he  gave  all 
he  had  to  the  college,  appoint¬ 
ing  his  fuccelfor  in  the  headlhip 
to  be  his  executor  in  trull:  for 
that  purpofe.  And  though  his 
Rock  before  the  king  came  in 
could  not  be  any  thing  at  all  fo 
great,  with  his  charities  to  thofe 
in  diftrefs,  and  his  income  fince 
tijs  majeRy’s  reRauration  was 


no  other  than  from  thofe  two 
prebends :  yet  his  perfonal  eRate, 
fuch  was  his  frugality,  amounted 
to  fo  much  as  reached,  with 
fome  addition,  to  purchafe  the 
land  which  the  college  is  now 
pofTefled  of  in  Glamorganfhire: 
fo  that  the  college  hath  at  this 
time  of  his  henefadlion  about 
£1600.  in  buildings  eredfed  at 
his  time,  ^40.  a  year  in  free¬ 
hold,  improveable  to  fourfcore, 
£65.  a  year  in  leafe  under  the 
prebends  that  fucceeded  him, 
befides  feveral  other  benefac¬ 
tions  which  came  to  the  college 
by  his  felicitation,  and  in  his 
time. 

The  headlhip  he  would  fain 
have  placed  on  William  Ballet, 
LL.D.  fellow  of  All-Souls,  and 
fometime  commoner  of  our  col¬ 
lege,  and  fince  one  of  his  ma- 
jeRy’s  juftices  of  the  peace,  and 
deputy  lieutenants  in  Glamor¬ 
ganfhire:  who  would  have  added 
to  the  reputation  of  the  college, 
by  his  government,  and  to  the 
revenue  of  it  in  all  probability, 
by  his  generous  mind  and  ample 
fortune.  But  Dr.  BalTetfs  want 
of  health  not  allowing  him  to 

o 

accept  of  the  burthen,  jt  was  by 
the  unanimous  corRent  of  al} 
the  fellows  at  a  free  eledlion, 
the  Id:  of  March,  1660,  de* 
volved  upon  Dr.  Jenkyns* 
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This  being  done,  he  had  no 
other  thoughts  but  for  heaven, 
nor  leifure  but  for  prayer ;  and 
it  was  prodigious  to  obierve, 
how  great  his  agonies  were  in 
prayer,  the  effect  of  a  deep 
meditation,  and  a  near  commu¬ 
nion  with  God  :  and  tliofe  me¬ 
ditations  founded  upon  fome 
portion  of  holy  fcripture  in  the 
new  teftament,  which  he  had 
read  to  him  in  very  great  por¬ 
tions  every  day.  The  offices  of 
the  church  he  attended  con- 
flantly  thrice  a  day  in  the  col¬ 
lege  chapel,  and  never  failed 
for  feveral  years  to  have  the 
office  of  the  church  for  the  fick 


read  to  him  twice  a  day  in  his 
chamber.  Befides,  he  had  fre¬ 
quent  communications,  reckon¬ 
ing  every  one  his  lad  viaticum, 
with  preparations  fuitable.  He 
came  by  degrees  to  be  confined 
to  his  chamber,  and  at  laft  to 
his  bed :  which  as  it  was  the  lafl 
fcene,  fo  it  was  the  mofl  exem¬ 
plary  and  admirable  ;  though  it 
had  nothing  in  it  extraordinary 
but  an  extraordinary  piety  in  all 
the  arts  and  exercifes  of  reli¬ 
gion,  and  efpecialiy  of  that  per- 
fedlive  one  of  defiring  to  he  dif- 
folved ,  and  to  he  with  Chrifl . 
And  upon  the  firft  day  of  May , 
1665,  he  changed  this  life  for  a 
better  of  blifs  and  immortality. 


memoirs 
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MEMOIRS  of  the  EIFE  ^HENRY  MAURICE, 

D,  D. 


DR.  HENRY  MAURICE, 
was  the  fon  of  Thomas 
Maurice,  redfor  of  Llangrift- 
jolis,  in  the  Ifle  of  Anglefey, 
North  Wales.  His  hopeful 
parts  and  wonderful  daily  im¬ 
provement,  giving  his  parents 
ample  encouragement  to  under¬ 
go  the  expence  of  keeping  him 
at  fchool,  and  alfo  of  fending 
him  to  the  univerfity  of  Oxford, 
where  he  was  admitted  member 
of  Jefus  College,  at  the  age  of 
16,  A.  D.  1664.  Sir  Leoline 
Jenkins,  being  then  principal 
of  that  houfe.  A  governor  fo 
fagacious  in  diftinguifhing  ?of 
merit,  and  fo  impartial  in  re¬ 
warding  it,  was  not  long  before 
he  obferved  in  Mr.  Maurice,  an 
uncommon  genius,  and,  there¬ 
for^  foon  had  him  elected 
fcholar  of  that  houfe ;  and  upon 
the  next  vacancy,  advanced  him 
to  a  Fellowfhip.  He  continued 
in  that  ftation  with  great  efteem 
in  the  college,  until  Sir  Leoline 
Jenkins  was  fent  ambafTador  to 
Cologen,  and  afterwards  Nimi- 
guen,  when  Mr.  Maurice  might 
be  mafter  of  arts  of  about  four 
years  handing.  Sir  Leoline 
muff  be  fuppoied  to  confult  the 
credit  of  his  embafly,  as  he  al¬ 
ways  did  the  reputation  of  hjs 


college,  when  he  made  choice 
of  Mr.  Maurice  to  be  his  chap¬ 
lain  abroad,  well  judging  he  had 
parts  and  endowments  to  make 
a  confiderable  figure  among 
foreign  divines.  Mr.  Maurice 
attended  the  ambafTador  all  the 
time  of  his  ufeful  and  adtive 
fervice  in  that  ftation,  In  which 
he  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
making  an  excellent,  though 
not  large,  colledfion  of  very 
valuable  books,  which  were  af¬ 
ter  his  deceafe  placed  in  Jefus 
College  library,  together  with 
Sir  Leoline’s  own  colledfion, 
which  he  bequeathed  to  that 
college.  Mr.  Maurice  was 
much  refpected  by  the  ambaf- 
fador,  and  extremely  beloved  by 
afl  the  family,  his  free  and  en¬ 
tertaining  converfation,  and  di¬ 
ligent  attendance  on  his  duty, 
endearing  him  to  them  all.  For 
I  have  heard  him  fay,  he  per¬ 
formed  our  Englifh  fervice,  and 
preached  in  the  ambaftador’s 
chapel  every  Sunday.  But  1 
believe  it  was  a  fecret  to  them 
all  with  what  eafe  he  performed 
that  duty ;  fuch  was  the  fruit- 
fulnefs  of  his  invention,  and 
ftrength  of  his  memory,  that  he 
aftured  me,  no  fubjedf  he  took 
to  difcourfe  upon,  coft  him  any 
S  4  more 
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more  trouble  but  upon  the  Sun¬ 
day  morning  an  hour  to  medi¬ 
tate  and  form  his  thoughts, 
which  he  could  deliver  from 
the  pulpit  almoft  in  the  fame 
words  he  had  conceived  them  in 
his  chamber.  This  prodigious 
art  and  talent  of  preaching  he 
ufed  ever  tifter,  infomuch  that 
he  told  me  lie  had  never  writ  a 
fermon,  but  one  he  preached  be¬ 
fore  the  king,  on  the  30th  of 
January,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed.  No  marvel  then 
that  there  could  not  be  found, 
after  his  death,  one  MS.  fer¬ 
mon  among  his  papers.  After 
Sir  Leolinq  had  happily  finifhed 
his  embafTy,  he  returned  to 
England,  and  his  chaplain  with 
him.  He  had  opportunities  to 
prefer  foijie  others  of  his  domef- 
ticks  at  Dodfors  Commons, 
where  he  was  judge  both  of 
the  Prerogative  and  Admiralty 
Courts ;  but  he  was  no  patron 
himfeJf  in  Mr.  Maurice’s  pro- 
feffion,  and  had  too  much  mo- 
deft  y  to  apply  to.  fuch  as  were  ; 
lo  that  his  worthy  chaplain  had 
no  other  profpedt  but  to  return 
to  his  fellow lliip,  until  Provi¬ 
dence  provided  for  him  :  wdien 
coming  into  an  accidental  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  Dr.  Lloyd,  then 
vicar  of  St.  Martin’s,  and  after¬ 
wards  fucceflively  Bifhop  of  St. 
Afaph,  Litchfield,  and  Wor- 
cefter;  that  learned  and  reverend 
prelate  loon  difcovered  Mo 


Maurice’s  worth,  and  thought 
it  no  fmall  reproach  to  the  go-: 
vernment  to  fuffer  a  perfon  who 
had  ferved  fo  many  years  abroad 
in  fo  public  a  ftation,  to  be  un¬ 
provided  for,  and  to  be  forced 
to  make  his  retreat  to  a  college, 
went  to  Archbifhop  Sandcroft, 
who  had  a  vacancy  among  his 
chaplains,  and  propofed  Mr. 
Maurice  to  his  grace,  as  a  proper 
and  worthy  perfon  to  fill  it,  and 
to  ferve  him  in  that  capacity 
with  fidelity  and  credit,  The 
extraordinary  and  deferving  cha- 
radter  Dr.  Lloyd  gave  of  Mr, 
Maurice,  prevailed  with  the 
good  archbifhop  to  take  him 
immediately  into  his  family,  as 
one  of  his  chaplains.  The  next 
adl  after  he  had  that  poft,  he 
took  the  degree  of  Dodfor  in 
Divinity  at  Oxford.  The  figure 
he  made  among  them,  the  re¬ 
putation  he  acquired  among  the 
London  clergy,  and  others,  who 
frequented  Lambeth  5  the  books 
he  pubfifhed  againft  Clarkfon, 
while  he  ferved  the  archbifhop, 
are  fuch  eminent  and  public 
tranfadlions  of  his  life,  that  they 
cannot  be  forgotten  ;  and  were 
better  known  to  the  worthy 
divines  of  London  of  thofe  days, 
than  to  myfelf,  who  had  not 
the  happinefs  and  benefit  of  his 
acquaintance  until  he  came  to 
Newington,  upon  the  death  of 
Dr.  Stradling.  His  ftation  at 
Lambeth  was  the  moil  public,, 
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and  bed  known  fcene  of  his 
life.  As  often  as  Dr.  Maurice 
came  from.  Lambeth  to  refide 
at  Newington,  I  ufed  to  be  with 
him  for  weeks  together,  and 
had  frequent  opportunities  to 
converfe  with  him  alone  with 
familiarity.  It  was  in  the  late 
king  James’s  reign,  when  I  be¬ 
gan  to  make  any  vifits  to  him, 
and  being  alone  without  any 
other  company,  our  difcourfe 
was  about  popery,  and  the  books 
publifhed  pro.  and  con.  on  thofe 
iubjeCts,  which  were  the  com¬ 
mon  topicks  of  converfation  in 
thofe  days.  Among  the  reft  of 
excellent  obfervations  on  thofe 
fubjedls,  for  he  was  a  ftrenuous 
aftertor  of  proteftant  principles, 
and  of  the  church  of  England 

O 

in  particular,  I  thought  he  fpoke 
extremely  well  on  the  point  of 
infallibility,  which  made  me 
take  the  liberty  to  deft  re  him  to 
put  his  thoughts,  upon  that  fub- 
je6b,  into  writing,  that  they 
might  be  publifhed,  and  might 
be  of  public  fervice.  He  ex- 
cufed  it,  and  as  I  gueffed,  chiefly 
to  fave  the  drudgery  of  writing 
fo  much,  which  was  a  piece  of 
indolence  he  was  too  much  ad¬ 
dicted  to,  and  I  verily  believe 
was  the  lofs  of  many  ufeful 
pieces  of  learning.  Upon  this, 
I  knowing  how  readily  he  could 
dictate,  offered  myfelf  to  be  his 
amanuenfts,  which  he  complied 
with,  and  the  pamphlet  was 


printed  without  any  name,  under 
the  title  of  u  Doubts  concerning 
u  the  Roman  Infallibility and 
ftnce  reprinted  among  other 
tracts  againft  popery,  in  the 
Prefervative.  When  that  col¬ 
lection  was  made,  there  was  no 
certainty  that  Dr.  Maurice  was 
the  author  ;  fo  I  was  enquired 
of  about  it,  and  gave  this  ac¬ 
count  of  his  being  undoubtedly 
the  author.  I  had  only  the 
honour  of  being  the  midwife  to 
bring  that  beautiful  offspring 
into  the  world.  He  often  com¬ 
plained  of  the  fatigue  he  under¬ 
went  in  writing  his  anfwers  to 
Clarkfon :  the  ignorance  and 
falfhoods  of  that  author  he  could 
eaftly  detect,  and  he  ufed  to  fay, 
that  only  with  the  help  of  his 
Geographia  Sacra ,  he  foon  dif- 
covered  with  little  labour,  be- 
iides  writing,  the  fallacies  of 
that  author,  whofe  chief  argu¬ 
ments  conftfted  in  a  deftgned  or 
miftaken  account  of  the  feats  of 
the  primitive  bifhops,  taking  vil¬ 
lages  for  cities  of  the  fame 
name  ;  perhaps  this  may  be  no 
unufeful  hint,  if  any  of  Clark- 
fon’s  ftamp  fhould  hereafter  at¬ 
tempt  the  like  undertaking  a- 
gainft  Epifcopacy.  Dr.  Mau¬ 
rice’s  preferments  were  but  m- 
conftderable  in  conftderation  to 
his  merit,  viz.  the  Rectory  of 
Newington,  a  Prebend  of  Chi- 
chefter,  and  a  ftnecure  in  the 
diocefe  of  St.  Afaph,  owing  no 
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doubt  to  the  deprivation  of  his 
mod  reverend  patron.  How¬ 
ever,  he  had  neither  avarice  nor 
ambition  to  court  more,  and 
fhewed  the  probity  of  his  prin¬ 
ciples,  by  being  always  firmly 
attached  to  what  he  thought 
the  true  interefl  of  the  Church 

'  V  " 

of  England  both  in  convocation, 
where  he  made  a  confiderable 

•  •  '  i  ■  j/ 

figure,  and  elfewhere. 


The  univerfity  of  Oxford  did 
indeed,  manifed  their  great 
cfieem  of  him,  by  eledling  him 
their  Margaret  Profedor. — His 

O 

friend,  Dr.  Edwards,  principal 
of  Jefus  College,  then  Vice 
Chancellor,  fil'd  fet  him  up  in 
his  abfence,  being  then  at  Chi- 
cheder,  but  unfortunately  not 
before  a  fortnight  after  another 
candidate  had  the  dart  in  canvaf- 
fmg  for  votes :  which  made  the 
conted  fomething  doubtful,  but 
it  was  thought  that  after  Dr. 
Maurice  was  pubiickly  known 
to  be  a  competitor,  he  had  every 
vote  which  had  not  been  pre- 
engaged ;  fo  he  carried  the  elec¬ 
tion  but  by  a  majority  of  fix 
voices.  I  remember  a  Flints 
fhire  baronet  made  a  fevere  re¬ 
mark  upon  that  eledlion,  being 
then  at  Oxford  ;  u  That  Dr. 
“  Maurice’s  books  for  Diocefan 
4<  Epifcopacy  were  fcarce  dry 
u  from  the  prefs,  and  yet  two 
“  biflaops  fhould  vote  againd 


him. 


He  was  a  perfon  of  excellent 
drong  natural  parts,  improved 
by  dudy,  and  the  mod  elegant 
converfation  to  be  met  among 
the  nyod  eminent  of  his  profef- 
fion,  for  they  all  courted  his 
friendship :  which  made  his  ac^ 
quaintance  very  extenfive,  no 
man  being  more  free  and  conrw 
municative  in  his  converfation. 
Bilhop  Hooper  and  he  were  like 
brothers.  I  being  often  with 
him,  had  the  opportunity  and 
pleafure  to  attend  him  in  many 
reciprocal  vifits  made  between 
him  and  fome  of  the  mod  emi¬ 
nent  divines  in  the  univerfity, 
and  parts  adjacent,  fuch  as  Dr. 
jane,  Dr.  Aldrich,  and  Dr. 
Edwards,  with  many  others. 
In  their  converfation,  which  al¬ 
ways  ran  upon  fome  points  of 
learning,  I  obferved  they  paid 
great  deference  to  his  difcourfb 
and  opinion  ;  for  he  fpoke  with 
that  clearnefs  of  expreffion,  and 
with  that  quicknefs  and  drengtfi 
of  judgment,  that  he  feemed  to 
want  no  deliberation,  having 
all  his  notions  fo  ready  and  at 
command,  that  it  appeared  as  if 
he  had  acquired  his  treafure  of 
learning  more  by  intuition  thaq 
dudy,  being  never  at  a  lofs  to 
give  a  fpeedy  and  fatisfadlory 
folution  to  any  propofition  which 
was  darted. 
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I  was  wont  to  conjecture, 
that  thefe  wonderful  talents 
brought  fo  many  vifitants  to 
Newington :  though  he  was  as 
generous  and  hofpitable  as  any 
prudent  clergyman  could  be, 
and  took  great  delight  in  good 
company,  for  he  fpared  nothing 
of  his  yearly  income :  and  to 
prove  that  parfimony  and  heap¬ 
ing  of  wealth  was  beneath  his 
notice  and  concern,  he  delivered 
to  me  200  guineas  to  lodge  in 
Jefus  College  Rurfary,  forfecu- 
rity,  faying,  that  was  the  whole 
fum  he  ever  defired  to  be  matter 
of,  and  to  have  by  him  at  his 
death.  I  was  informed  that 
when  he  died  he  had  that  witti, 
and  no  more. 

He  was  in  his  perfon  of  a 
middle  fize,  ttrongly  put  toge¬ 
ther,  and  formed  by  nature  to 
live  to  a  great  age  ;  had  not  the 
gout,  or  rather  his  own  remedy 
againft  it,  taken  him  off  mott 
furprilingly ;  for  he  depended 
fo  much  upon  the  ttrength  of 
his  conftitution,  that  he  could 
conquer  it  by  violent  exercife, 
fo  upon  every  approach  of  it, 
his  method  was  to  ride  40  or  50 
miles,  purely  to  fubdue  that 
humour,  which  he  attributed  to 
the  cold  and  moitt  tttuation  of 
his  apartment  at  Lambeth,  juft 
at  the  fide  of  the  Thames. '  Be¬ 
ing  to  preach  as  he  did,  the 


Sunday  before  he  died,  before 
the  univerftty,  in  his  courfe  as 
Margaret  Profeffor,  he  was 
juft  returned  from  fuch  a  jour¬ 
ney  upon  fome  apprehenftons 
he  had  of  the  gout  leizing  him  ; 
but  that  violent  motion  had  fo 
irritated  the  gouty  humour  and 
difperfed  it  about  his  body, 
which  was  obferved  that  Sunday 
by  a  DoCtor  of  Phyfick,  who 
dined  with  him,  by  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  {welling  of  his  veins, 
and  advifed  him  to  take  care  of 
himfelf^  fo  that  trufting  too 
much"  to  the  ttrength  of  nature, 
he  died  fuddenly  one  day  that 
week  at  Newington,  without 
any  other  alarm  to  his  family, 
befules  the  noife  made  by  his 
fall  from  his  chair  in  his  cham¬ 
ber.  He  might  be  then  about 
the  45  th  year  of  his  age.  Such  a 
fudden  and  unexpected  cataftro- 
phe  was  very  furpriftng  to  every 
body,  but  I  believe  to  none 
more  {hocking  than  to  myfelf ; 
for  he  was  prepared  and  ready 
to  take  a  journey  the  day  fol¬ 
lowing  for  Worcefter,  where  I 
was  by  appointment  to  meet 
him  to  fpend  fome  time  at  his 
prebendal  houfe :  where  to  damp 
my  full  expectation  of  finding 
my  much  efteemed  friend,  Dir. 
Maurice,  I  had  the  moft  fur- 
prifing  mortification  to  hear  of 
his  death.  I  fhall  never  forget 
the  forrowful  journey  I  had  to 
Oxford  upon  that  melancholy 

difappoint- 


268  CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796. 


difappointment,  and  the  only 
alleviation  of  my  grief,  was, 
that  I  could  congratulate  with 
the  fociety  of  Jefus  College 
(whereof  I  was  then  an  unwor¬ 
thy  member)  that  we  had  to 
boaft  our  having  fuch  a  prodigy 
of  parts  and  learning  brought 
up  upon  our  foundation.  And 
I  ufed  to  fugged  to  them  how 
much  beholding  we  were  to  the 
Honourable  Sir  Leoline  Jenkins 
(among  his  other  mod  munifi- 
cient  devifes)  for  giving  fuch  a 
rare  and  glorious  ornament  to 
that  college ;  for  had  it  not  been 
for  Sir  Leoline’s  early  obferva- 
tion  of  his  promifmg  parts,  his 
fate  mud  likely  have  been,  to 
be  thrown  into  fome  obfeure 
corner  of  his  own  country, 
where  the  bifhops  fhort  refi- 
dence  at  their  fees  fcarce  give 
them  opportunity  to  know  their 
clergy,  more  than  their  names 
in  the  lids  for  the  payment  of 
procurations,  annuals,  or  lac- 
tuals. 

After  he  was  made  Margaret 
Profedor,  and  feemed  neither  to 
expecd  nor  defire  any  further 
advancement,  he  refolved  to 
take  a  houfe  and  fpend  fome 
part  of  his  time  at  Oxford,  be¬ 
ing  but  fix  miles  didant  from 
Newington ;  and  not  only  for 
the  fake  of  attending  the  duty 
of  his  profefforfhip,  but  alfo  to 
enjoy  a. more  liberal  converfation 


among  the  learned,  and  to  have 
a  better  opportunity  to  compofe 
and  publifh  his  lectures  as  he 
intended.  He  had  thought  of 
another  dedgn  of  making  his 
converfation  at  Oxford  edifying 
and  his  company  ufeful,  that 
was  by  engaging  me  to  recom¬ 
mend  and  introduce  to  his  ac¬ 
quaintance,  ten  ora  dozen  Fel¬ 
lows  of  Colleges  of  reputable 
parts,  with  whom  he  purpofed 
to  contract  a  familiarity,  which 
might  tend  to  their  improve¬ 
ment.  There  was  no  man  a- 
live  more  capable  of  conveying 
inftrudlion  over  a  moderate  bot¬ 
tle  than  Dr.  Maurice f for  he  had 
an  agreeable  and  wonderful 
mixture  of  the  grave  and  ferious 
with  the  gay  and  facetious,  and 
was  the  only  perfon  1  ever 
knew,  befides  Biihop  Hooper, 
who  could  adapt  himfelf  fo  well 
to  all  forts  of  converfation. 

This  plan  of  his  future  life  he 
revealed  to  me,  when  I  attended 
him  to  W orcefler  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  his  Prebend,  fome  few 
davs  after  he  was  elected  Pro-. 

j 

feffor:  and  he  fully  defigned  to 
carry  it  into  execution  the  next 
printer. 

It  is  fomething  remarkable, 
that  when  Dr.  Maurice  began 
to  flourifli,  upon  his  admiffion 
to  his  poll  at  Lambeth,  there 
were  about  the  fame  time  a  con- 

fiderable 
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liderable  number  of  eminent 
men  of  the  Principality  of  Wales 
preferred  to  fill  the  great  offices 
in  Church  and  State,  moil  of 
them  bred  up  at  Jefus  College, 
infomuch  that  I  well  remember 
it  to  be  obferved,  it  could  be 
faid  then,  that  the  laft  Arch- 
bifhop,  Dr.  Dolben,  of  York; 
the  laft  Biftiop,  Dr.  Lloyd,  of 
St.  Alaph ;  the  laft  Dean,  Dr. 
Humphreys,  of  Bangor ;  the  laft 
Archbifhop’s  Chaplain,  Dr. 
Maurice ;  the  laft  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  England,  Sir  George 
Jeffreys  ;  the  laft  Secretary  of 
State,  Sir  Leoline  Jenkins ;  the 
laft  Lord  Chief  juftice,  Sir 
Thomas  Jones;  the  laft  Mafter 
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of  the  Rolls,  Sir  John  Trevor; 
and  the  laft  Speaker  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  Sir  Wm.  Wil¬ 
liams,  that  had  been  made,  were 
W elfhmen.  Which  deinon- 

ftrates  that  Wales  can  produce 
geniufes  not  inferior  to  the  other 
parts  of  the  king’s  dominion.  ■ 
The  other  great  men  are  to  be 
met  with  and  prefented  in  our 
annals.  But  Dr.  Maurice, 
though  in  his  fphere  he  caft  as 
great  a  luftre  as  any  of  them, 
his  worth  and  memory  had  been 
by  this  time  almoft  forgotten, 
had  not  the  pious  care  of  his 
friends  erexfted  him  a  monument, 
which  is  placed  in  Jefus  College 
Chapel. 
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ANTIQUITIES. 

Objections  again/}  Rice  Griffith*  in  his  Indidiment,  with 

the  Answers  thereunto . 


1st.  rpHAT  RICE  GRIF- 
JL  FTTH  lying  at  Is¬ 
lington,  in  the  countie  of 
Middlefex,  did  there  plott 
and  confpire  with  Edward 
Floyd, and  William  H  ughes, 
two  of  his  Servants,  for  the 
depofmg  of  Henry  the  8th. 
and  putting  his  crowne 
upon  the  head  of  James 
the  5lh.  king  of  Scotland. 

I  ■  ,r  • 

.  .  That  there  was  att  that 
tyme  in  Wales,  a  prophe- 
cie  which  gave  encourage¬ 
ment  to  this  their  practice, 
(viz1.)  James  of  Scotland 
with  the  red  hand ,  and 
the  raven ,  (being  Rice  his 
creaft)  Should  conquer 
England. 

Srd.  .  .  That  Rice  Griffith  did 
divers  tymes  implov  Ed¬ 
ward  Floyd,  his  clerk,  to 
one  James  ap  Griffith,  pri¬ 
soner  at  the  Tower.  There 
perfuading  him  to  come 


into  this  conSpiracie,  and 
that  he  would  receive  the 
Sacrament  of  the  eucharift 
in  token  of  a  Secure  and 
faithfull  covenant  between 
them  for  the  performance 
of  the  premiSes. 

4th.  .  .  That  the  Said  Rice  to 
convey  himSelf  fecretlie 
into  Scotland,  did  mortgage 
his  lordfhips  of  Carewe 
and  Narbeth,  to  one  Ro¬ 
bert  White,  citizen  and 
clothier  of  London,  for 
two  thouSand  pounds. 

5th.  .  .  That  the  Said  Rice  tooke 
upon  him  a  new  name, 
(vizE)  Rice  ap  Griffith 
Fitzurian,  to  the  intent 
that  under  this  faire  pre¬ 
tence,  and  title,  he  might 
more  worthily  obteyne  the 
principallitie  of  Wales, 
which  was  the  marke  he 
affigned  at  after  the  con- 
queft. 


'  The  Anfweare  to  the  Firjl . 

Rice  Griffith  flood  tions  in  the  year  153L 

charged  with  thefe  objec-  being  about  the  19th.  of 

*  The  grandfon  of  Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas.  See  the  Cambrian  Regijier,  vat.  1.  j/agt  138. 

James 
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James  the  5th.  and  the  23''. 
of  Henry  the  8th.  at  which 
tyme  (and  fo  for  the  fpace 
of  5  or  6  years  before) 
there  was  a  moft  firme 
league  of  amity  and  friend- 
lhippe  betwixt  thefe  two 
kings.  Infomuch  that  Hen¬ 
ry  the  8th.  to  regaine  his 
nephew’s  good  opinion,  and 
to  remove  all  former  un- 
kindnefles  chieflie  occa- 
fioned  by  the  Duke  of  Al- 
baniein  the  time  of  his  go- 
vernment,  did  then  abfo- 
lutelie  refufe  to  breake  the 
peace  with  Scotland  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  the  Earl  of  Angus, 
thougli  the  fame  Earl  ear- 
nelflie  laboured  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  This  James  the  5th. 
took  fo  well  at  Henry  the 
8th.  his  handes,  that  prefently 
after  he  fent  his  ambaffa- 
dours  into  England  to  treate 
for  the  contvnuance  of  a 

j 

peace  betweene  them,  du- 
ring  their  naturall  lives, 
Xvdiich  in  the  yeare  follow¬ 
ing  was  concluded  to  the 
great  contentment  of  both 
nations.  So  that  theife 
kings  Handing  uppon  fuch 
faire  terms  the  one  with 
the  other,  Rice  Griffith  had 
no  ground  in  that  kinde  to 
build  a  confpiracie  upon, 
and  fo  confequentlie  mull 
needes  be  innocent  of  theife 
accufations  laid  to  his 


charge,  for  James  the  5(\ 
was  known  to  have  a  heart 
fo  full  of  honor,  that  he 
would  fcorn  to  enterteyne 
fuch  a  motion,  as  might 
tend  the  deftrudlion  of  his 
uncle,  under  the  colour  of 
friendfhip* 

Iffi  James  the  5th,  who 
was  for  his  years  a  moft 
valiant  wife  prince,  had 
aym’d  at  a  bufinefs  of  that 
high  nature,  as  the  con- 
queR  of  this  kingdom,  with¬ 
out  queftion  hee  would 
have  been  well  advifed  in 
his  undertakinges  : — Firfr, 
by  examining  his  own, 
Rrength  at  home,  and 
making  preparations  there¬ 
after  ;  fecondlie,  by  labour¬ 
ing  a  partie  in  England, 
and  trying  the  affedfions 
there,  of  men  more  emi¬ 
nent  and  powerful!  then 
Rice  Griffith  was  (but  at 
that  time  having  newlie 
taken  the  government  of 
his  kingdome  upon  him- 
ielfe)  he  found  his  Rrength 
fo  devided,  and  his  power 
fo  weakened  with  civil 
broils,  happening  amongft 
his  peeres  during  his  mi- 
noritie,  that  he  was  wholie 
taken  upp  in  quietting  and 
appeazing  thole  home-bred 
difcontents,  having  no  lea- 
fure  to  looke  abroade  for 

the 
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the  enlarging  of  his  domi¬ 
nions.  Befides  there  was 
noe  Englifhman  of  note 
knowne  or  fufpedted  at  that 
time  to  favor  the  Scottifh 
caufe,  or  likelie  to  have 
ftded  with  them  in  fiich  an 
attempt.  It  could  never  be 
prooved  that  Rice  Griffith 
did  ever  fpeake,  fend,  or 
write  unto  James  the  5'h. 
to  offer  him  his  fervice  and 
affiftance,  for  the  depofing 
of  Henry  the  8th.  or  that 
James  the  fifth  did  employ 
any  minifter  of  his  to  cor¬ 
rupt  and  withdraw  Rice 
Griffith  from  his  allegi¬ 
ance. 

As  for  Rice  Griffith  him- 
fclf  he  was  verie  young, 
being-  not  above  three  and 
twentie  yeares  of  age  when 
he  loft  his  head,  and  there¬ 
fore  not  likelie  to  appre¬ 
hend  fo  great  an  enter- 
prize. 

lie  was  wholie  given  to 
his  booke,  and  retired  in 
the  courfe  of  his  life,  nei¬ 
ther  ambitious  of  honor, 
nor  hunting  after  wordlie 
preferment.  Hee  lived  in 
a  plentiefull  fortune,  and 
in  orace  and  favor  with  the 

O 

king,  fo  that  he  had  no 
reafon  to  bee  either  difcon- 
tented  or  difloyah 


Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas  (this 
Rice  his  grandfather)  re¬ 
ceived  Henry  the  7lh.  at 
Milford  Haven,  and  at¬ 
tended  him  with  four  thou- 
fand  men,  never  leaving 
him  till  Richard  the  third 
was  ftaine  in  the  fielde, 
for  which  fervice  he  had 
the  fpoile  of  king  Richard’s- 
tent.  Hee  was  made  chiefe 
governor  of  all  Wales,  af¬ 
terwards  advanced  to  the 
order  of  the  garter,  and 
laftlie,  for  the  good  fervice 
be  did  again ftfhofe  of  the 
Cornifh  Rebellion,  he  was 
made  knight  banneret  att 
Blackheath.  His  fon,  Sir 
Griffith  Rice,  (this  Rice’s 
father)  received  likewife  a 
marke  of  this  king’s  favor, 
for  he  was  made  knight  of 
the  Bath  to  Prince  Arthure; 
and  this  Rice  himfeif  was 
offered  the  earldome  of 
Effex  by  Henry  the  8th. 
but  he  houlding  himfelfe 
nnworthie  of  fo  high  a 
title,  humblie  refufed  the 
fame.  Theife  graces  and 
favours  fumm’d  upp  toge¬ 
ther,  fure  it  cannot  be  that 
Rice  Griffith  fhould  be  fo 
degenerate  or  unthankfull, 
as  to  entertayn  any. ignoble 
or  clifloyal  thought  againft 
that  lyne  ;  which  alwaies 

looked 
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looked  upon  him,  and  his,  of  the  faid  Rice  his  fer- 

with  the  eye  of  favour.  vants. 


As  concerning  Rice  Grif¬ 
fith’s  lying  at  Iflington 
(making  that  place  as  his 
adverfaries  would  inforce, 
the  fceane  of  his  difloyaltie) 
it  was  well  known  he  had 
neither  been  there,  nor  a- 
bout  London,  at  that  time, 
but  upon  command:  for 
the  king  had  then  fent  for 
him  to  make  anfwer  touche 
ing  certain  afFraies  between 
the  Lord  Ferrars,  and  the 
Lady  Katherine  Howard, 
the  faid  Rice  his  wife, 
wherein  (Rice  being  abfent) 
there  were  flain  5  or  6  of 
the  Lord  Ferrars  his  fer- 
vants,  and  three  or  four 


There  are  named  in  this 
objection  to  be  of  confpi- 
racie  with  Rice  Griffith, 
but  two  of  his  fervants,  a 
poor  council,  God  wot, 
and  a  weak  ftrength  to  un- 
dergoe  fo  great  a  defigne  ; 
whereof  the  one  falflie  an- 
fwering  him,  was  (as 
I  fhall  hereafter  prove) 
both  pardoned  and  reward¬ 
ed:  the  other  acquitting 
him  was  condemned  and 
executed.  So  that  here  ap¬ 
pears  (and  we  have  juft 
caufe  to  believe  it)  a  trea- 
fon  rather  purpofed  and  in¬ 
tended  by  a  fervant  againft 
his  mafter,  than  by  a  fub- 
je£t  towards  his  fovereign. 


The  Anfwer  to  the  fecond. 


There  was  no  fuch  pro- 
phecye  knowne  in  Wales, 
untill  about  the  time  Rice 
was  queftioned,  and  there¬ 
fore  his  likelye  his  adver¬ 
faries  did  then  invent  it,  to 
give  a  better  colour  to  their 
mifchievous  defigns. 

I  cannot  finde  in  anie 
Scottifh  hiftdTye,  norlearne 
from  any  of  that  nation, 
that  James  the  5th  had  any 
fuch  eminent  marke  about 


him,  as  that  one  of  his 
hands  upp  to  the  wrift 
fhould  be  as  redd,  as  iff  it 
had  been  dip’d  in  blood: 
but  admitt  we  itt  were  fo — 
Sure  I  am  we  have  no 
warrant  to  repofe  any  con¬ 
fidence  in  fuch  predictions, 
the  mod;  of  them  ever  vain 
and  failing,  and  therefore 
not  to  be  regarded. 

It  was  a  common  thing 
(it  feems)  in  Henrie  the  8th 
T  his 
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his  tyme,  to  make  prophe¬ 
cies  upon  the  bodyes  and 
cognizances  of  noblemen 
and  others,  and  to  divine 
the  good  or  ill  that  fhould 

O 

befall  them,  by  the  letters 
of  their  names,  to  the 
utter  ruyne  and  definition 
of  many  noble  houfes  and 
worthie  families  in  this 
kingdome.  To  prevent 
which  inconveniencies  in 
future  tymes,  the  high 
court  of  parliament,  held 
in  the  33rd  of  the  faid 
king’s  reigne,  made  it  fe¬ 
lony  for  any  man  to  print, 
write,  fpeak,  fing,  or  de¬ 
clare  any  fuch  prophecie : 
fo  that  if  Rice  Griffith  had 
lived  to  have  been  tryed  in 
that  feffions,  (having  no 
greater  matter  laid  to  his 
charge  then  a  bare  pro¬ 
phecy,  as  more  he  had  not ; 
Iris  adverfaries  making  that 
the  very  bafis,  and  foun¬ 
dation  of  their  -practice) 
no  queftion  he  had  been 
quitted,  by  at  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

When  Rice  Griffith  had 
declined  the  Earldom  of 
EfTex  (though  it  were  with 
an  humble  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  his  owne  unwor- 
thinefs)  yet  his  adverfaries 
made  other  confl  ration 
thereof  to  the  king,  by 


poffeffing  him  with  an  opi¬ 
nion  that  Rice  his  high  af- 
piring  thoughts  could  not 
be  fatify’d,  there  being  at 
that  tyme  in  Wales  a  pro¬ 
phecie,  which  gave  his 
hopes  far  fairer  promifes ; 
hereupon  certaine  fparcles 
of  jeloufie  were  kindled  in 
the  king’s  heart,  which  not 
long  after  (and  that  upon  a 
mere  trifle)  burft  out  into 
a  flame.  The  king  one 
daie  at  Wandfworth  hawk¬ 
ing  at  the  brooke,  his  faul- 
con  being  feized  of  a  fowle, 
there  came  by  accident  a 
raven,  that  put  his  faulcon 
from  the  quarrey,  whereat 
the  king  chafed  exceeding- 
lie.  One  handing  by  (as 
malice  is  ever  watchful  to 
do  mifchief)  ftepps  to  the 
king,  and  whifpered  him  in 
the  eare,  faying,  Sir,  you 
fee  how  preremptorie  this 
raven  is  growne,  and  there¬ 
fore  it  is  high  tyme  to  pull 
him  down,  thereby  to  fe- 
cure  your  majehie,  and  to 
prevent  his  infolencies. 
Thefe  words  (the  king’s 
heart  alreadie  full  of  fuf- 
pition)  amazed  him  ftraight 
as  a  prefage  of  his  own 
fortune :  fo  that  from  that 
time  fofward  he  was  never 
att  peace,  till  he  had  re¬ 
moved  (as  he  thought)  the 
diflurber  of  his  peace  :  and 

this 
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this  is  a  florie  of  the  Earl 
of  Nottinghame’s,  the  only 
man  of  note  now  living, 
who  came  neareft  thofe 

times  ;  which  may  ferve  to 

.  .  }  \  '  '  ? 

The  Anfwer  to 

Of  this  Edward  Floyd, 
the  Ladie  Katherine  How¬ 
ard  did  take  much  pains  to 
he  trulie  informed ;  who, 
knowing  in  her  own  heart 
her  hufband’s  innocencie, 
and  fearing  the  ruyne  of 
herfelf  and  children,  left 
no  hone  unmoved  whereby 
this  pradlice  might  be  dil- 
covered.  Att  length  (by 
the  help  of  her  friends,  and 
God’s  diredlion)  fliee  found 
out,  that  this  man  was 
corrupted  wi.th  a  reward  of 
ffive  hundred  marks,  to  be- 
traye  his  maifter,  and  this 
alfo  was  prooved  by  divers 
others  :  foe  that  I  hope  no 
credit  fhall  be  given  to  him 
in  this  cafe. 

James  ap  Griffith  (to 
whom  this  Floyd  did  often 
of  himfelf  repaire,  not  fent 
by  Rice,  as  is  fuggefted) 
was  apprehended  by  the 
faid  Rice,  for  counterfeat- 
ing  the  great  feal,  and  by 
'  him  fent  up  to  the  lords  of 
the  councell,  and  fo  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Tower;  fp 


fhewe  how  maliciouflie 
Rice  Griffith  was  profe- 
cuted  by  his  adverfaries  to 
his  undeferved  deftru&ion. 


the  third. 

that  it  had  been  meere  mad^ 
nes  in  Rice  to  put  his  life 
into  that  man’s  hands, 
whofe  life  at  that  time  by 
his  means  was  queftioned. 

James  ap  Griffith,  and 
Edward  Floyd,  (the  one’s 
heart  full  of  revenge,  the 
other  of  corruption  and 
treachery)  did  oftentymes 
meet  and  confult  by  what 
means  they  might  lay  mat¬ 
ter  of  treafon  to  Rice  his 
charge,  and  (as  fitting  for 
their  purpofe  at  that  time) 
they  called  to  mind  an  un¬ 
fortunate  blank  of  Rice’s, 
which  had  long  layne  in 
the  hands  of  James  ap 
Griffith,  and  was  gotten 
upon  this  occafion,  James 
ap  Griffith,  a  man  of  mean 
eftate,  having  his  chiefefl 
ftay  of  living  from  the  faid 
Rice,  and  being  on  a  tyme 
verie  famillier  together,  de- 
fired  the  faid  Rice  his  let¬ 
ter  to  a  gentleman  in  North 
Wales,  for  a  farm,  which 
was  then  to  be  iett,  which 
the  laid  Rice  granted  him ; 
T  2  but 
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but  never  a  clerk  being 
prefent  to  write  the  letter, 
the  laid  James  perfuaded 
Rice  to  fubfcribe  to  a 
blanck,  and  that  Edward 
Floyd,  his  clerk,  fhould 
indite  the  letter  according 
to  his  meaning.  In  this 
blanck  by  them  was  fet 
downe  matter  enough  for 
the  indi&ment,  and  they 
two  onlie  gave  in  evidence 


again!!  Rice,  being  both  of 
them  condemned  with  him, 
but  afterwards  pardoned, 
and  hee  with  Wm.  Hughes, 
one  of  his  chamber,  exe¬ 
cuted  ;  who  took  it  upon 
their  death es  they  were 
both  innocent  of  the  trea- 
fons  laid  to  their  charge, 
which  no  doubt  deferveth 
due  confideration. 


The  Anfwear  to  the  fourth . 


Rice  Griffith  had  fo  great 
an  eftate  att  that  tyme,  that 
he  might  have  commaunded 
greater  fums  of  money 
uppon  his  credit,  without 
mortgaging  of  lands :  for 
the  inventory  of  his  goods, 
jewels,  and  plate,  upon  his 
attainer,  amounted  to  thir- 
tie  thoufand  pounds,  be- 
fides  an  eftate  of  a  thou¬ 
fand  pound  land  a  yeare 
old  rent  of  affize. 

If  Rice  Griffith  would 
have  gone  for  Scotland,  it 
is  likelie  he  would  have 
made  better  preparations  for 
his  journey,  then  is  fett 
down  in  this  obje&ion:  for 
he  might  well  affure  him- 
felf,  that  whatfoever  he 
left  behind  him  (upon  no¬ 
tice  given  to  the  Rate  of 


his  flight)  would  have  been 
feized  uppon  for  the  king. 

« 

If  Jairtes  the  5th  had  in¬ 
tended  to  invade  this  king¬ 
dom,  Rice  Griffith  could 
have  done  him  better  fer- 
vice  in  his  own  countrie 
of  Wales,  where  he  had 
both  a  great  fortune,  and 
many  powerful  friends  to 
affift  him,  than  by  going 
over  into  Scotland,  to  offer 
his  particular  fervice,  where 
he  could  be  of  no  ufe, 
more  than  a  private  foldier, 
bringing  with  him  neither 
men,  money,  nor  muni¬ 
tion,  and  fo  no  way  capa¬ 
ble  of  that  great  rewards, 
which  his  adverfaries  would 
perfuade  the  world  he  look¬ 
ed  after. 


The 
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The  A njwer  to  the  jift . 


It  can  be  no  new  name 
that  is  of  a  thoufand  years 
(landing,  and  fo  long  this 
name  hath  continued  in 
Rice  his  houfe,  if  wee  may 
believe  either  heraldrie, 
tradition,  or  thofe  who  are 
well  read  in  antiquities :  fo 
that  his  adverfaries  were 
driven  to  a  very  narrow 
(Iraight,  to  find  matter  of 
treafon  againfl  him,  when 
to  owne  his  owne  name, 
was  laid  to  his  charge  as  a 
treafon. 

Vrian  Rheged,  whofe 
pofieritie  was  called  by  the 
name  of  Fitzvrian,  and 
from  whome  Rice  Griffith 
lyneallie  defcended,  lived 
about  eleaven  hundred 
years  ago,  in  Kinge  Ar- 
thure’s  tyme,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  his  half-fifter,  Mar¬ 
garet  le  Fay,  daughter  and 
heire  to  Gorolus,  Duke  of 
Cornwall:  this  Vrian  was, 
as  fome  fay,  King  of  Scot¬ 
land;  others  will  have  him 
to  bee  but  a  prince  of  a- 
place,  called  Rheged,  in 
Scotland ;  and  fome  do  af- 
firme  he  was  a  great  lord 
in  Wales,  and  a  knight  of 
King  Arthure’s  table.  Thus 
our  writers  do  varie  ;  but 


bee  hee  what  hee  will  (for 
of  times  fo  far  diflant,  we 
have  little  truth  or  certain- 
tie)  fure  I  am,  that  this 
Rice  Griffith  could  not  be 
fo  blind  in  his  underftand- 
ing,  as  to  think  he  could 
thence  derive  to  himfelfe 
any  manner  of  clayme  to 
the  principalitie  of  Wales; 
fo  that  I  am  perfuaded,  no 
anfwere  is  fo  poore,  but 
will  eafilie  fatisfie  this,  and 

the  reft  of  theife  objections, 

•  - ) 

Queene  Elizabeth, whom 
it  mail  concerned  (for  if 
any  fuch  treafon  had  been 
intended  againfl  her  father, 
her  expectation  of  a  crown 
had  been  fruftrated)  was 
with  theife  reafons  fo  well 
fatisfied  of  the  extreame 
and  hard  meafure  offered 
to  Rice  Griffith,  that  (he 
never  looked  upon  any  of 
his  children,  but  as  upon 
fpectacles  of  infinite  fu Iter¬ 
ance  :  infomuch  that  (he 
would  often  fay,  fhe  v/as 
indebted  both  to  juflice  and 
her  father’s  honor,  till  /lie 
had  repaired  them.  But 
my  grandfather,  and  father 
after  him,  met  with  here- 
ditarie  enemies  at  court, 
and  thus  (lands  our  cafe. 

T  3  RE. 


273 


CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796. 


RELIGIOUS  HOUSES. 

A  good  Account  of  the  various  Sorts  of  Religious  Houfes9 
within  the  Principality  of  Wales \  would  be  a  defir  able  Acqui- 
fition  for  enriching  the  Cambrian  Regifler  ;  it  may  therefore 
be  ujeful,  towards  obtaining  fame  Information  upon  that  Sub¬ 
ject,  to  give  Room  to  the  following  Lifl  of  fuch  Places ,  ex¬ 
tracted  from  Tanner’s  Notitia  Monaltica. 


Monmouthshire. 

Baffelech ,  or  BalTele. 
Benedidtine  Cell. 

Bergavenny ,  or  Abergavenny. 
Benedidtine  Priory. 

Caerleon ,  or  Caerulke. 
Cillertian  Abbey. 

Goldclipf. 

Alien  Priory. 

Grace  Dieu ,  De  Gratia  Dei, 
Trody,  Stow,  or  Newham. 
Ciltertian  Abbey. 

St.Kinmercy ,  or  St.  Kynemark. 
Priory. 

Llanhodenei ,  Lantony,  or  Lan- 
tonia  Prima. 

Aultin  Canons. 

Llangkywan ,  or  Llangwin. 
Alien  Priory, 

Llantarnan . 

Cillertian  Abbey. 

Malpas. 

Cluniac  Cell. 

Monmouth . 

Benedictine  Priory. 

Hofpitals. 

Newport. 

Friers. 

^/^o77//,Sti?igule,orChepftow. 
Alien  Priory. 


T intern. 

Ciltertian  Abbey* 

Ufi ,  or  Cairufk. 
Benedidtine  Nuns. 
Hofpital. 

Glamorganshire. 


Monaltery  deltroyed. 

Cardiff. 

Benedidtine  Priory. 

Black  Friers. 

Grey  Friers. 

White  Friers. 

Llancarvan. 

Monaltery  deltroyed. 

Llandaffe. 

Billioprick. 

Llangenith. 

Alien  Priory. 

Z/^w^/VjLlantwitjOrLlanlltut. 
Monaltery  deltroyed. 

Margan. 

Ciltertian  Abbey. 

Neth. 

Ciltertian  Abbey. 

Sweinfey ,  or  Swanfey 
Hofpital. 

Wenny ,  Gwenny,  or  Ewenny. 
Benedidtine  Cell. 

Caer- 
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Caermarthenshire. 

Abergwily,  or  Aberguilly. 
College. 

Albalanda ,  Whiteland,  or 
Blancland,  Wallice,  Ty 
G  wyn  ar  T  af;  or,  the  White 
Houfe  on  the  river  Taf. 
Ciftertian  Abbey. 

Bachannis. 

Monaftery  deftroyed. 

Cadweli,  Cad  welle,  or  Kidwely. 
Benedidline  Priory. 

Caermarthen. 

Auftin  Canons. 

Grey  Friers. 

St.  Clare 
Alien  Priory. 

Lancadaucy  or  Langadoc. 
College. 

Tallagh,  Tallaghan,or  Talley. 
Premonftratenfian  Abbey. 

Pembrokeshire. 

Tyrone  Cell. 

St.  David  h,  or  Menevia, 
Biflioprick. 

College. 

St.  Dogmael. 

Tirone  Abbey. 

Haverford. 

Auftin  Canons. 

Black  Friers. 

Lowhaden . 

Priory. 

Lawardyn . 

Hofpital. 

Newport . 

Auftin  Friers. 


Pembroke ,  or  Monketon,  in 
the  fuburbs  of  Pembroke. 
Benedidline  Cell. 

Hofpital. 

Pillay  or  Pille. 

Benedidline  Priory, 

Slebach. 

Knights  Hofpitalers. 

Tea  big  by  or  Tenby  e. 

St.  Mary  Magdalene  Hofpital. 
St.  John’s  Hofpital. 

Vallis  Rojina. 

Monaftery  deftroyed, 

Ramfey. 

Monaftery  deftroyed. 


Brecknockshire, 


Brecknock. 

Benedidline  Priory. 

Black  Friers, 

College. 

Cardiganshire. 


Cardigan. 

Benedidline  Cell. 

Llanbadarn  Faur. 
Monaftery  deftroyed. 

Llandewi  -  B  revi. 

College. 

Llanieir ,  or  Llanclere, 
Ciftertian  Nuns. 

Llanrujlyd. 

Nunnery. 

Llanfanfrede. 

Abbey  and  Nunnery. 

Strata  Florida ,  Stratflur, 

Stratflour,  or  Iftratflecr. 
Ciftertian  Abbey. 


T  4 


Rad- 
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Radnorshire. 

Cumhyre ,  Comehere,  of  Com- 
behire. 

Ciftertian  Abbev. 

J 

Montgomeryshire* 
Llanlugan * 

Ciftertian  Nunnery. 

Yjlrat  March  ell ,  Strata  Mar¬ 
cella,  Alba  Domus  de  Strat- 
margel,  Vail.  Crucis,  or 
Pola. 

Ciftertian  Abbey. 

Merionethshire. 

Kinner ,  Kinmer,  or  Kemmer. 
Ciftertian  Abbey. 

Denbighshire. 

Clwyd  Valley. 

Monaftery  deflroyed. 

Denbigh 

Almfhoufe. 

White  Friers. 

Maynan ,  Maenem  orAbercon- 
wey. 

Ciftertian  Abbey. 

Ruthin * 

College. 

White  Friers. 

De  Valle  Cruets ,  Llan-Eg- 
wifte,  or  Llanegwaft. 
Ciftertiam  Abbey. 

Witheriac ,  or  Guitherine. 
Nunnery. 

Wrexham . 

College.  , 

Flintshire. 

S'/.  Afaph » 

Bifhoprick* 


Bancornaburghi  Banchor,  or 
Bangor  Ifkoed,  or  Mona- 
chorum. 

* 

Monaftery  deflroyed. 

Bafingwerk. 

Ciftertian  Abbey. 

Rhudland . 

Hofpital. 

Black  Friers. 

‘  Caernarvonshire. 

Conway . 

Ciftertian  Abbey. 

Banchor^  or  Bangor. 

Bifhoprick. 

Black  Friers. 

Ba  rdjey ,  D  el  nfula  Sanctorum, 
De  Inful  a  Henly,  alias 
Ynis  Enlly;  The  Ille  of 
Birds,  or  Aberdaron. 

Abbey. 

Bethhelert ,  or  De  Valle  S.  Ma¬ 
rias  in  Snaudonia. 

Auftin  Canons. 

Clynnoch  Vaur. 

College. 

Anglesey. 

Glannachy  Prieftholme,  St. , 
Cyriol,Praeftol,  orPenmon 

Benedidtine  Priory. 

Holy  Heady  or  Caer  Guby. 

Monaftery  deflroyed,  and  Col- 
lege.  -  ■ 

Llanvaisy Lhan-vaes,  or  Liam- 
aufy,  near  Beaumaris. 

Grey  Friers. 


SOME 
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SOME  ACCOUNT  of  NEATH  ABBEY. 


THE  ruin  of  this  place,  of 
which  the  vignette  in  the 
title  page  of  this  volume  is  a 
view,  is  one  of  the  pidfurefque 
objects,  which  enrich  the  vale 
of  Neath,  in  Glamorganftfire. 
It  Hands  about  half  a  mile 
weft  of  the  town  of  the  fame 
name,  near  the  road  leading 
to  Swanfey.  At  the  diftance  it 
Hands  from  the  road,  the  garb 
of  antiquity,  which  it  wears,  is 
too  attra&ive,  not  to  entice  the 
traveller  to  a  clofer  examination 
of  its  beauties;  but  he  no  fooner 
approaches,  than  he  meets  with 
a  moft  offenfive  repulfe,  in  the 
mifery  of  its  prefent  inmates, 
the  ragged  and  dirty  families  of 
the  workmen  employed  at  the 
neighbouring  copper  fmelting 
houfes. 

The  Welfh  call  this  abbey, 
Abatty  Glyn  Neddy  or  the,  Ab¬ 
bacy  of  the  vale  of  Neath  ;  and 
Nedd  is  properly  the  name  of 
the  river  running  through  it, 
being  defcriptive  of  the  gentle 
courfe  of  its  ftream,  compared 
with  moft  of  the  neighbouring 
waters. 

This'  muft  have-  been  a  de¬ 
lightful  fttuation  in  former  times : 


I  allude  to  its  paft  beauties  ;  for 
now  they  are  tarnifhed  by  the 
fmoke  of  fires  continually  burn¬ 
ing  round  it  on  every  fide,  fo 
that  a  traveller,  who  fhould,  ap¬ 
proach  this  vale  at  night,  might 
well  imagine  he  was  entering 
the  dominions  of  Pluto. 

The  inexhauftible  ftore  of 
coals,  wherewith  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  abounds,  has  been  the  caufe 
of  eredting  large  works  for  iron 
here,  the  ore  of  which  is  brought 
from  the  upper  part  of  the  vale; 
and  alio  of  erecting  very  exten- 
five  fmelting  houfes  for  the  cop¬ 
per  ore,  brought  from  Paris 
Mountain  in  Anglefey. 

With  refpedt  to  the  hiftory 
of  the  foundation  of  the  Abbey 
of  Neath,  and  its  endowment, 
no  additional  account  can  be 
offered,  at  prefent,  to  what  is 
contained  in  T anner’s  Notit i a 
Monajlica ,  which  is  here  pre- 
fented  to  the  reader,  for  his  fa- 
tisfadtion,  and  as  an  inducement 
to  fuch  as  may  have  it  in  their 
power,  to  furnifh  fome  addi¬ 
tional  particulars,  either  as  to 
that,  or  any  other  religious 
houfe  in  Wales. 


NETH. 
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NETH. 


CISTERTIAN  ABBEY.— 
Richard  de  Grainville1  and 
Conftance  his  wife,  gave  their 
chapel  in  the  caflle  at  Neth,  the 
tithes  belonging  to  it,  a  large 
tradl  of  wade  land,  and  other 
pofteffions,  temp.  Hen.  I.  to 
the  abbat  and  convent  of  Sa- 
vigny,  near  Lions,  in  France, 
that  they  might  build  an  abbey 
here.  And  a  very  fair2  abbey 
(dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity3) 
was  built  accordingly,  on  the 
weft4  ftde  of  the  river,  a  little 
below  the  town,  for  monks  of 
the  order  of  Savigny5,  or  Fratres 
Grifei6,  who  foon  afterwards 
became  Ciftertians7. 

Not  with (landing  the  original 
donation  to  Savigny8,  I  do  not 
find  that  this  houfe  was  ever 


fubjedl  to  that  foreign  abbey,  or 
accounted  as  alien.  There  were 
eight  9  monks  in  it  about  the 
time  of  the  diflolution,  when 
it  was  found  to  be  endowed  with 
£132.  7 jr  id.  ob.  per  ann.  as 
Dugdale,  and  £  150.  4r.  9d.  as 
Speed,  and  was  granted,  33  Hen. 
8.  to  Sir  Richard  Williams, 
alias  Crum  well,  in  exchange. 

Vide  in  Mon.  Angl.  tom.  i. 
p,  719.  cartam  Ricardi  Grain¬ 
ville  et  Conftantiae  uxoris  ejus : 
Cartam  9  Joan.  m.  7.  n.  76. 
confirm,  donationes  didlorum 
Ricardi  et  Conftantiae  :  Cart.  9 
Joan.  m.  4  n.  30.  confirm, 
prsedidlas  donationes,  et  dona¬ 
tiones  Roberti  com.  Glouceftrise, 
Willielmi  filii  ejus,  et  aliorum. 


*  One  of  Fitz  Haimon’s  knights,,  who  came  about  A.  D.  1090,  to  affift  Einion  and' 
Jeftin,  againfl  Rhys,  prince  of  South  Wales. 

4  Leland.  Itin.  vol.  v.  p.  14.  fpeaks  of  Neth  as  the  tc  faireft  abbey  of  all  Wales;" 
but  in  his  Collect,  vol.  ii.  p.  92.  he  feems  to  give  Margan  the  preference  of  all  the 
Ciiterian  houfes  in  thefe  parts. 

3  St.  Mary,  as  Ant.  Wood.  Fafti,  vol.  i.  col.  19.  : 

4  Leland.  Itin.  vol.  iv.  p.  50. 

5  Mon.  Angl.  vol.  i.  p.  719.  ,  ? 

6  Leland.  Itin.  vol.  viii.  p.  66. 

7  In  the  ancient  catalogue  of  religious  houfes,  publilhed  in  Stevens’  Supplement 
Vol.  i.  p.  38.  u  Abbatia  de  Neath  in  dioc.  Landaff,  Monachi  Albi." 

8  Being  an  abbey,  it  could  not  be  a  cell,  as  Stevens,  vol.  ii.  p.  257.  Perhaps*ifc 
might  be  a  daughter  houfe  to  it  only.  Mon.  Angl.  vol.  i.  p.  700. 

9  As  Bennet  College  MS.  Leland,  Colled,  vol.  i.  p.  105,  faith,  this  abbey  had 
the  privilege  of  fanctuary,  but  was  not  of  note  on  that  account. 

Dugdale’s 
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Dugdale’s  Warwickfhire,  p. 
379,  edit.  1730.  of  Roger,  earl 
of  Warwick’s  giving  certain 
lands  and  fifhing  in  Gouherland 
to  this  abbey. 

Lelandi  colledl.  vol.  1.  p,  40. 
104.  ejufdem  Itin.  vol.  iv.  p. 
50.  vol.  v.  p.  14. 

In  perambulatione  foreftarum 
regiarum  in  com.  Somerfet.  apud 
Adamum  de  Domerham,  p.  193. 
recenfentur  quaedam  pofleffiones 


hujus  abbatite  infra  bundas  fo¬ 
re  ft. 

In  Dr.  Archer’s  Account  of 
Religious  Houfes,  printed  at  the 
end  of  Mr.  Hearne’s  Heming- 
ford,  p.638.  of  iii  marks,  x  s. 
yearly  from  the  manor  of  Ex¬ 
ford. 

Reg iftrum  penes  Ed  Stradling 
mil.  Analedla  ex  regiftro  MS. 
Afhmole,  844.  et  MS.  in  hibl. 
Harleiana,  2273.  f.  154.  Cart. 
10.  Hen.  3.  n.  42. 


To  the  EDITOR  of  the  CAMBRIAN  REGISTER. 

The  Work  you  have  undertaken  is  highly  deferving  of  Encourage¬ 
ment,  and  I  hope  you  will  perfevere  in  it,  efpe dally  in  the  Topogra¬ 
phical  Department :  if  you  think  the  inclofed  Account  of  the  only 
Abbey  in  the  County  of  Merioneth ,  part  of  which  1  drew  up  after 
vifiting  the  Spot ,  in  company  with  my  Friends  and  brother  Anti¬ 
quaries,  Mefjrs .  Moore  and  Lambert,  in  the  Year  1791,  worth 
infertion ,  it  is  at  your  Service. 

I  am,  &c.  &c. 

gray’s  inn,  JOHN  CALEY. 

JANUARY  29,  I798. 

—  -  1  1  ■  ..  — 

Iv  Y  M  M  E  R  ABBEY, 
MERIONETHSHIRE. 

ACCORDING  to  the  and  was  founded  by  Leweline, 
Notitia  Monaftica  of  the  fon  of  Gervafe,  about  A.  D. 
Billiop  Tanner,  wras  a  Ciftercian  1200,  but  a  note  adds,  .“fo 
abbey,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  (fays)  Mr.  Speed ;  but  though 
1  ‘  he 
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he  feems  to  have  been  a  bene¬ 
factor,  and  as  Prince  of  North 
Wales,  to  have  confirmed  the 
donations  of  others,  as  well  as 
his  own,  there  doth  not  appear 
any  great  reafon  to  think  him 
founder,  nor  is  the  time  of  the 
foundation  clear,  but  it  feems  to 
have  been  in  a  flourilhing  con¬ 
dition  in  A.  D.  1231,  when  in 
the  wars  of  King  Henry  the 
Third  with  the  Welfh,  the  Eng- 
lifh  would  have  burnt  it,  but 
the  latter  gave  them  three  hun¬ 
dred  marks  to  fpare  it.  This 
Leweline  became  Prince  of 
North  Wales  1195,  and  died  in 
1240.” 

9 

In  the  year  1291,  as  appears 
from  an  ancient  roll  in  the  Aug¬ 
mentation  Office,  the  abbey  had 
in  yearly  revenues,  11/.  14r.  117. 
the  whole  fum  arifing  from 
Granyes  paftures,  and  other 
temporal  poffeffions,  except  fix- 
ty  (hillings  for  the  profits  ac¬ 
cruing  from  fixty  cows,  and  fix 
{hillings  and  three  pence  from 
twenty-five  fheep,  which  then 
formed  the  live  flock  of  the 
Abbey. 


No  valuation  or  furvey  of  the 
abbey  has  been  difeovered  be¬ 
tween  this  period  and  the  26th 
year  of  king  Henry  the  Eighth, 
when  it  was  returned,  by  the 
commiffioners,  to  be  worth  an¬ 
nually,  in  fpiritualities  and  tem¬ 
poralities,  517.  13*.  4 7. 

Not  long  after  this  furvey  had 
been  taken,  Kymmer  was  dif- 
folved  in  purfuance  of  the  ftatute 
27  Hen.  8.  and  the  receiver 
of  the  crown  then  anfwered  for 
the  rents  and  profits. 

Thefe  accompts  of  the  crown’s 
minifters,  or  receivers,  are  de- 
pofited  in  the  Augmentation 
Office,  and  from  the  31ft 
year  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  it 
appears  that  the  feite  of  the 

i 

monaftery,  with  lands,  tene¬ 
ments,  and  mills,  £2.  15*.  47. 
The  redtory  of  Llaneltid,  £ 5 . 
13*.  47.  The  redlory  of  Llane- 
cryn,  £ 13 .  13*.  47.  The  rec¬ 
tory  of  Llanacreth,  £ 6 .  18*.  47. 
and  twenty-four  cranocks,  and 
two  hoppetts  of  wffieat,  ^10.  6*. 
67.  were  all  then  upon  leafe  to 
J  ohn  Pewis.  The  other  pofief- 
fions  there  deferibed  as  lately 
being  parcel  of  the  abbey,  were 


£'  *•'  7. 

Town  of  Redcrowe,  lands  and  tenements,  -  3  5  4 

Town  of  Llaneltid,  divers  tenements,  &c.  10  15  2 

Town  of  Dollogeithy,  divers  tenements,  See,  2  8  4 

Town 
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/*• 

Town  of  Cumkadein,  tenements  and  mill,  -  3  2  0 

Town  of  Tranfbryn,  divers  tenements,  -  5  0  0 

Town  of  Llanechethe,  tenements  and  rents,  -  2  18  0 
Chapel  of  Kydis,  -  -  -  -0  100 

Fines  and  Perquifites  of  Courts,  -  -  0  10  0 

So  that  the  whole  fum  of  the  yearly  income  of  the  Crown,  in 
right  of  the  Abbey,  was  then  ^65.  15r.  10 d. 


The  fcite  remained  in  the 
crown  for  feveral  fucceflive 
reigns,  not  being  granted  away 
till  Queen  Elizabeth  beftowed 
it  upon  Robert.  Earl  of  Leiceiber, 
about  the  twentieth  year  of  her 
reign.  How  it  has  fince  de¬ 
fended,  or  who  is  the  prefent 
pofleflor,  is  not  known. 

A  view  of  the  ruins  of  Kym- 
mer  is  engraved  in  Mr.  Moore’s 
Monaftic  Remains,  page  109, 
and  the  account  cannot,  per¬ 
haps,  be  better  concluded  than 
by  the  defcription  there  given, 
viz. 

The  abbey,  a  mile  diftant 
from  Dolgelly,  is  near  to  the 
banks  of  the  river  Mowthy ;  the 
walls  of  the  church  yet  remain, 
of  a  length  difproportionate  to 
the  breadth,  being  almoft  forty 


paces  long,  and  not  above  eight 
broad,  the  eaft  end  has  thre<y 
lancet  windows,  fcarcely  vifible 
from  the  cluttering  ivy  which 
furrounds  them  ;  on  the  fouth 
fide  are  three  very  neatly  orna¬ 
mented  arches,  and  an  aperture 
in  the  wall,  in  which  was  pro¬ 
bably  kept  the  holy  water ;  in 
this  part  of  the  building  likewife 
was  a  femicircular  door,  oppo- 
lite  to  two  fmali  arches,  and 
near  them  a  mutilated  ftone, 
reprefenting  the  head  of  a  human 
figure. 

This  view  has  been  particu¬ 
larly  defcribed,  on  account  of 
the  obfcurity  of  its  fituation,  it 
being  fcarcely  known  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring 
town  of  Dolgelly,  which  is 
feated  in  the  mod  fertile  fpot  of 
the  rocky  county  of  Merioneth. 
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~n 


MONASTERIES,  ABBEYS,  and  CHAPELS,  demolijhed 

in  the  ISLE  of  ANGLESEY. 


1.  TT'RIARS  IN  LLAN- 
i?  FAES 

2.  Monachdy  in  Lknfair  yn 
Nghornwy. 

£>  f 

3.  Priordy  in  Penmon. 

4.  Abatty  Ordderch  (Ry~ 
dderch)  Llanfadwrn. 

5.  Seiriol’s  Chapel,  in  Prieft- 
holme. 

6.  Meugant  Chapel,  near 
Beaumaris. 

7.  Pugan  Chapel,  in  Llan- 
ddona. 

•  #  v; 

8.  Tobias  Chapel,  near  Tal 
y  llyn  Llanfihangel  Tref  y 
Beirdd. 

9.  Lidach  Chapel,  near  Tre- 
wynn,  in  the  above  parilh. 

]0.  Llugwy  Chapel,  in  Llan¬ 
fihangel  Penrhos. 

11.  Euddog  Chapel,  by  Du- 
las. 


12.  Tegeryn,  by  Tryfglwyn, 
Amlwch. 

13.  ElaethChapel  in  Amlwch. 

14.  Llanlleianau  Chapel,  Am¬ 
lwch, 

15.  Nawfaint  Chapel,  q. 

16.  Gwen  hira  Gwen  hoyw 
Chapel,  in  Bettws  Llan  Badrig. 

17.  Anhunedd  y  Pran,  now 
a  cow-houfe,  by  Clegyrog. 

18.  Deinioel  Chapel,  by  Bod 
Deinioel,  Llanfechell. 

19.  Cadwaladr  Chapel,  by 
Bodlew,  near  Llanddaniel. 

20.  Prif  Chapel,  by  Dyll- 
ffordd,  in  Bodynolwyn,  Llantri- 
faint. 

21.  DygweJ  Chapel,  fianfe- 
chell. 

22.  Y  Gadair  Chapel,  Llan-* 
fair  yn  Nghornwy. 


23.  Y  Bei- 
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23.  Y  Ber  Eos  Chapel,  in 
ditto. 

24.  Machwda  Chapel,  by 
Tre’r  gwehelyth. 

25.  Llanllibio.  ■ 

26.  Llur  Chapel,  by  SybylL 
dir,  Bodedeyrn. 

27.  Gwyngenaw  Chapel,  in 
Crecrift,  Holyhead. 

28.  St.  Ffraid  Chapel,  in  ditto. 

29.  Y  Golles  Chapel,  in  ditto. 

30.  Eghvys  y  Bedd,  or  Llan 
y  Gwyddel,  ditto. 

31.  Cybi  Chapel,  by  Ty- 
croes,  near  Bryn  Gwallan,  in 
the  parifh  of  Rhodwydd  Ceid- 
io. 

/ 

32.  In  the  pedigree  of  Saint 
Sirig,  there  is  mention  of  Saint 
Eltioe,  a  Saint  pf  Holyhead. 

33.  Lochwyd  Chapel,  in  Ho¬ 
lyhead  Mountain,  in  length  12 
yards,  breadth  4£  yards. 

34.  Beuno  Chapel,  now  the 
free-fchool,  at  AberfFraw. 

35.  Dindryfa]  Chapel,  in 
AberfFraw. 


36.  Cwyrt  Chapel,  Llan 
Geinwen. 

37.  Eithin  Chapel,  in  Llan- 

fihatigel  Yfgeifiog. 

/ 

38.  Ilo  Chapel,  ditto. 

39.  Mynwent  y  llwyn  Chapel, 
Llan  Griftiolis. 

40.  Carnedd  Maes  Elidyr 
Chapel.  Part  of  the  houfe  of 
Tregarnedd,  in  Llan  Gefni. 

41.  Mair,  or  Saint  Mary’s 
Chapel,  by  Ty  *n  y  Coed,  Llan 
Griftiolis. 

42.  Bettws  Chapel,  Llan- 
faelog. 

43.  Maethlu  Chapel,  near 
Plas  uphaf,  Llanfaethlu. 

44.  Netti  Chapel,  Llanfwrog. 

45.  Cwmftryd  Chapel,  Llan- 
ddeufaint. 

46.  Llanddwyn. 

47.  Bronwen  Chapel,  near 
Yr  Arw ,  Llanynghenedl. 

48.  Heilyn  Chapel,  near  Tre- 
follwyn,  Llan  Gefni. 

T  4  49.  Gy  fa 
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49.  Gyfa  Eglwys,  in  Tywyn 
Trewen, 

A 

50.  Lugors  Chapel,  byRhyd- 
bont. 

51.  JJanfeirian, 


52.  Uio  Chapel/in  Holyhead. 

The  above  is  taken  from  a 
MS  of  the  late  Hugh  Hughes, 
of  Llwyaiarth  Efgob.  (alias  y 
Bardd  Coch.) 

D.  T. 


A  LIST 


O  F 

CROMLECHAU;  or  DRUIDICAL  ALTARS, 

I  N 


ANGLESEY. 


No. 

'  .  #  r 

Parifii. 

1. 

2  Cromlechs  at  Plas  newydd, 

Llan  Edwen. 

2. 

1  at  Bodowyr, 

Llanidan, 

3. 

1  at  Trefor,  -  ~ 

Llanfadwrn. 

4. 

2  at  Rhos  fawr. 

Llanfair  Mathafarn. 

5. 

1  at  Llugwy  (juft  by  the  road) 

*  Penrhos  Llugwy, 

6. 

1  at  Parkiau,  near  Fedw  ifaf. 

-  Ditto. 

7. 

3  on  Bodafon  Mountain, 

Llannhangel,  T.  B, 

8. 

2  at  Bod  Deinioel, 

-  Llan  Babo, 

9, 

I  at  Cromlech, 

^  Llanfechell, 

10. 

1  near  Henblas, 

Llan  Griftiolis. 

11. 

1  on  Ty  newydd  land, 

•*  Llanfaelog, 

12. 

1  partly  demolifhed,  on  Mynydd  y 

Cnwc,  Ditto. 

3  fmall  Altars  near  Cryghyll  River, 

«  Llanfaelog. 

14,  1  neat 


I 
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16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 


Pariih. 


14.  1  near  Tywyn  Trewen,  Llanfihangel  yn  Neubwll. 

15.  1  near  Llanallgo,  -  Llanallgo. 

1  at  Cremlyn,  -  Llahddona, 

1  at  Marian  Pant  y  Saer,  -  Llanfair  Mathafarn, 

1  at  Llech  tal  Mon,  now  demolifhecL 
1  at  Myfyrian,  -  Llanidau. 

1  Altar  at  Bodlew. 

21.  1  Altar  at  Khos  y  Ceryg . 

22.  1  artificial  Mount  at  Bryn  Celli,  and  a  long-extended  ca¬ 

vern  beneath  it. 

23.  1  artificial  Mount  in  the  fkirts  of  Plas  newvdd  wood,  com- 

mo nly  called  Bryn  yr  hen  Bobl ;  fuppofed  to  have 
been  a  druidical  fepulchral  ground.  D.  T. 

Total  30 


A  LIST 


OF  THE 


NAMES  OF  THE  HIGH  SHERIFFS* 


FOR  THE 


COUNTY  OF  CAERNARVON, 

From  the  fir  ft  Appointment  of  them  for  North  tVales ,  by  Kin * 

Henry  ~the  $/hy  in  1540. 


ANNO  REGNI. 

32  TT  DMUND  LLOYD,  of  Glynn  LI i von, 

who  dying  before  his  year  was  expired,  was 
fucceeded  by 

J 

Griffith  ap  Robert  Vaughan,  of  Plas  Hen. 

33  William  Williams,  of  Cochwillan. 

34  Richard  Bulkley,  of  Beaumaris,  knight. 

U 


1540 


35  John 
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ANNO  REGNI. 

85  John  Puleflon,  of  Carnarvon. 

36  John  Wynne  ap  Meredith,  of  Gwydir. 

37  Hugh  Peakj  of  Conway. 

King  Edward  the  Sixth* 

1  William  Williams,  of  Cochwillan, 

2  Griffith  ap  William  Madog,  of  Llwyndyrus. 

3  John  ap  Robert  ap  Llywelyn  Ithel,  of  Caftell- 

march. 

4  Richard  Bulkeley,  of  Beaumaris,  knight. 

5  John  Wynne  ap  Hugh,  of  Bodvel. 

6  Hugh  Peake,  of  Conway. 

7  William  Williams,  of  Cochwillan. 

Queen  Mary. 

* 

1  Griffith  ap  William  Madog,  of  Llwyndyrus. 

2  Maurice  Wynne,  of  Gwydir, 

3  Griffith  Davies,  of  Caernarvon, 

4  John  Wynne  ap  Meredith,  of  Gwydir. 

5  Richard  Bulkeley,  of  Beaumaris,  knight. 

Queen  Elizabeth. 

1  Ellis  Price,  Plaslolyn,  do&oroflaw. 

2  John  Wynne  ap  Hugh,  of  Bodvel. 

3  Robert  Pugh,  of  Creuddin. 

4  William  Glynn,  of  Glynn  Llivon. 

5  William  Griffith,  of  Carnarvon. 

6  Griffith  Glynne,  of  Pwllheli. 

7  Griffith  Davies,  of  Carnarvon. 

8  William  Herbert,  of  Swanfea,  knight. 

9  Rice  Griffith,  of  Penrhyn,  knight. 

10  William  Mofiyn,  of  Moftyn. 

11  Thomas  Owens,  of  Plas  Du,  (the  celebiated 

Epigramatift’s  anceftor). 


A.  D. 

1540 


1546 


1553 


1558 


12  Maurice 
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anno  regni. 

12  Maurice  Wynn£,  of  Gwydr. 

13  Edward  Williams ;  alias  Edward  Wynne  ap 

Williams,  of  Maes  y  Caftell. 

14  Richard  Moftyn,  of  Bod  Yfcallen. 

15  Griffith  Davies,  of  Caernarvon* 

16  Rice  Thomas,  of  Carnarvon* 

17  Rowland  Puleflon,  of  Carnarvon. 

18  Richard  Peake,  of  Conway. 

19  Edward  Conway,  of  Bryn  Eiryn, 

20  Maurice  Wynne,  of  Gwyder, 

2 1  Richard  V aughan,  of  Llwyndyrus. 

22  Maurice  Kyffin,  of  Maenan. 

23  William:  Thomas,  of  Carnarvon 

24  William  Maurice,  of  Clenenney* 

25  John  Griffith,  of  Carnarvon. 

26  Thomas  Moftyn,  of  Moftyn,  knight. 

27  John  Wynne  ap  Hugh  ap  Richard,  of  Bodwrda. 

28  John  Vaughan,  of  Penmachno,  (the  Queen's 

footman) 

29  Thomas  Madryn,  ofMadryn. 

30  John  Wynne,  of  G  wyder. 

31  Hugh  Gwynne  Bodvel,  of  Bodvel. 

32  Griffith  ap  John  Griffith,  of  Llyn. 

33  Robert  Wynne,  of  Conway. 

34  William  Williams,  of  Cochwillan. 

35  Richard  Puleflon,  of  Carnarvon. 

36  Richard  Gwynne,  of  Carnarvon. 

37  Robert  Wynne,  of  Brynkir. 

38  William  Maurice,  of  Clenenney. 

39  Hugh  Gwynne,  of  Bodvel. 

40  Thomas  Vaughan,  of  Pant  Glas. 

41  William  Williams,  of  Vaenol. 

42  Hugh  Gwynne,  of  Penarth. 

43  Richard  Vaughan,  of  Plas  Hep, 

44  Maurice  Lewis,  ofFeftiniog. 


U  2 


A.D. 

1569 


1576 

1577 


Kino 


V 
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King  James  the  First. 

ANNO  REGNL 

1  John  Wynne,  cf  Gwyder. 

2  'John  Griffith,  of  Llyn. 

3  Robert  Madryn,  of  Madryn. 

4  Hugh  Bodurda,  ofBodurda. 

5  Wiiiiam  Williams,  ofVaeno]. 

6  William  Thomas,  ol  Carnarvon, 

7  Thomas  Bod v el,  of  Bodvel. 

8  Robert  Prichard,  of  Conway,  who  dying,  was 

.^fucceeded  by 

William  Glynn,  of  Glynn  Llivon. 

9  William  Glynn,  of  Penllechog. 

10  William  Humphreys,  of  Pant  Du. 

11  William  V  aughan,  ofPlasHen. 

12  Humphrey  Meredith,  of  Clynog.  - 

13  Griffith  Hughes,  of  Cefn  Llanvair. 

14  William  Griffith,  of  Carnarvon. 

15  Simon  William,  ofWeeg. 

16  John  Griffith,  junior,  of  Llyn. 

17  John  Wynne,  of  Penllech. 

18  Robert  Wynne,  of  Glalcoed. 

19  Robert  Owen,  of  Yflum  Ccgid. 

20  Thomas  Glyn,  of  Glyn  Llivon. 

21  John  Bodvel,  of  Bodveh 

22  Ellis  Brynkir,  of  Brynkir. 

23  Richard  Evans,  of  Elernion,  - 

King  Charles  the  First. 

1  Richard  Evans,  ofE’ernion.  ' 

2  Thomas  Williams,  of  Vaenol. 

3  Thomas  Glyn,  of  Nantlli 

4  John  Vaughan,  of  Pantglas. 

5  Henry  Humphreys,  of  Pwllheli. 


A.D> 

1603 

<> 


1624 


1625 


John 


/ 
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ANNO  REGNI. 

6  John  Bodurda,  of  Bodurda, 

7  John  Owen,  of  Cieneaney. 

8  William  Vaughan,  of  Cors  y  GedoL 

9  Griffith  Madryn,  of  Madryn. 

10  William  Giyn,  of  E’ernion, 

11  John  Wynne,  of  Conway. 

12  Evan  Wynne,  of  Saethon, 

13  William  Lewis  Anwyl.  -  - 

14  William  Thomas,  ofAber, 

15  William  Williams,  ofVaenol,  baronet. 

16  William  Hookes,  of  Conway. 

17  James  Brynkir,  ofBrynkir. 

18  Thomas  Cheadle,  of  Beaumaris. 

19  Thomas  Madryn,  of  Madrvn 

20  Robert  Jones,  of  Caflellmarch. 

21  John  Owen,  of  Clenenney,  knight. 

22  The  fame  Sir  John  Owen. 

23  Thomas  Williams,  of  Dinas. 

24  William  Lloyd,  of  Plas  Hen,  who  dying,  was 

fucceeded  by 

Thomas  Madryn,  of  Madryn. 

Carolo  Secundo,  expulfo  et  rerum  potiente 
Parliamento  et  poftea  Protedlore. 

1  Thomas  Madryn,  of  Madryn, 

2  John  Carter,  of  Cyn  Mael. 

3  Griffith  Williams,  ofPenrhyn. 

4  Henry  Williams,  Maes  y  Caftell, 

5  Owen  Wynne,  of  Gwyder,  baronet. 

6  William  Williams,  of  Vaenol,  baronet, 

7.  Edward  Williams,  of  Weep*. 

8  William  Vaughan,  of  Plas  Hen. 

9  Richard  Anwyl,  of  Havod  Wryd. 

10  Richard  Wynne,  of  Gwyder. 

11  John  Williams,  of  Meillionydd. 

U  3 
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1630 


1637 


1649 


Reduce 
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Reduce  et  reflaurato  Carolo  Secundo. 

ANNO  REGNI.  A.D. 

12  John  Williams,  of  Meillionydd.  1660 

13  William  Griffith,  of  Llyn. 

14  Griffith  Williams,  of  Penrhyn. 

15  Richaid  Kyffin,  of  Maenan. 

16  Griffith  Jones,  of  Caftellmarch.  -  -  1664 

ly  Richard  Glynne,  of  Elernion. 

18  Thomas  Madryn,  of  Madryn. 

19  Roger  Moftyn,  of  Moftyn. 

20  William  Lloyd,  of  Bodvan. 

21  John  Glynn,  of  Giynllivon- 

22  Robert  Williams,  of  Penrhyn. 

23  Evan  Lloyd,  of  Havod  Lwyddog. 

24  William  Wynne,  of  Glanyr  Afon. 

25  William  Wynne,  of  Llan wnda. 

26  William  Griffith,  of  Madryn  Ilia. 

27  John  Wynne^Watftay.  ^  t  'v* - 

28  Owen  Wynne,  of  Y  hum  Cegid.  ^ 

29  Richard  Wynne,  of  Glas  Infry. 

30  Griffith  Williams,  of  Cors  y  Gedof. 

31  Thomas  Wynne,  of  Glafcoed. 

32  William  Lloyd,  of  Havod  Lwyfog.  v 

S3  Edward  Williams,  of  Meillionydd. 

34  William  Arthur,  of  Vaenol  Bangor. 

35  George  Twiffieton,  of  Lleiar. 

36  Robert  Coytmor,  ofTyMawr. 

.  X;  A  « 

King  James  the  Second 

1  Love  Parry,  of  Cefn  Llanfair.  -  «  1685 

2  William  Wynne,  of  Wern. 

3  Hugh  Bodwrda,  of  Bodwrda. 

4  Thomas  Bulkeley ,  of  Dinas . 


King 
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King  William  and  Queen  Mary. 

ANNO  REGNI. 

1  Owen  Wynne,  of  Peny  Bryn.  *• 

2  Samuel  Hanfon,  of  Bodvel. 

3  Hugh  Lewis,  of  Pont  Newydd. 

4  John  Rowland,  ofNant. 

5  John  Thomas,  of  Aber. 

6  Richard  Madryn,  of  Llanerch. 

King  William. 

7  James  Brynkir,  of  Brynkir. 

8  Richard  Edwards,  of  Nan’  Horon. 

9  David  Parry,  of  Llwyn  Ynn. 

10  Henry  Vaughan,  of  Pant  Glas. 

1 1  Richard  Vaughan,  of  Plas  Hen. 

12  Pierce  Lloyd,  of  Llan  •Idan, 

13  Edward  Holland,  of  Conway, 

Queen  Anne. 

»  Y 

1  Arthur  Williams,-  Meillionydd. 

2  Simon  Foulkes,  Bodvel.  < 

3  Lloyd  Bodvel,  of  Bodvan. 

4  Thomas  Roberts,  of  Bryn  y  Neuodd. 

5  Richard  Owen,  of  Peniarth. 

6  Sir  William  Williams,  of  Llanvorda 

7  Sir  Griffith  Williams,  of  Marl. 

8  George  Coytmore,  of  Coytmore, 

9  John  Griffith,  of  Aber. 

10  Roger  Price,  of  Rhiwlas. 

11  Thomas  Wynne,  of  Glynllivon, 

12  Hugh  Davies,  of  Caer  Rhun. 

}3  Thomas  Ellis,  of  Wern. 

^  •  • 

U  4 

...  »  4 


A.D. 

mo 


1702 


King 
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ANNO 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 


King  George  the  First. 

REGNI.  A.  D. 

Timothy  Edwards,  ofNanhoron.  -  -  1714 

Lewis  Owen,  of  Peniarth. 

John  Wynne,  of  Abbey. 

William  Wynne,  of  Wern. 

William  Bodvel,  of  Madryn. 

Edward  Baily,  of  Plas  Newydd. 

Hugh  Lewis,  of  Bont  Newydd. 

Love  Parry,  of  Wern  Fawr. 

Thomas  R  o wland,  of  Nant. 

William  Wynne,  of  Llanwnda. 

William  Brynkir,  of  Treborth. 

Hugh  Wynne,  of  Cromlech. 

King  George  the  Second. 

Humphrey  Roberts,  of  Bryn  y  Neuodd.  -  1727 

William  Wynne,  of  Llanvair. 

Zacheus  LIughes,  ofTrevan. 

Maurice  Wynne,  of  Pen  y  Bryn. 

William  Butler,  of  Llyfvan. 

William  Price,  of  Rhiwlas. 

John  Wynne,  of  Glynn  Llivon. 

John  Griffith,  of  Carnarvon.  -  »  1734 

William  Wynne,  of  Wern. 

Humprey  Owen,  of  Bod  Idda. 

George  Devereux,  of  Saethon. 

Humphrey  Meredith,  of  Pengwern. 

John  Lloyd,  of  Tyddyn  Bychan. 

Rice  Williams,  of  Gian  yr  Afon,  (the  Councellor’s 
father.) 

John  Owen,  of  Caftellmai. 

Hugh  Williams,  of  Pentir.  «.  -  1742 

Edward  Philipp  Pugh. 
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18  William  Brynkir,  of  Brynkir. 

19  John  Hoare,  of  Conway. 

20  William  Thomas,  of  Coed  Helen. 

21  Robert  Parry,  of  Meillionen. 

22  Chriftopher  Butler,  ofLlysfan. 

23  Charles  A llanfop,  ofVaenol. 

24  Owen  Holland,  of  Conway, 

25  Charles  Evans,  of 

26  John  Lloyd,  of 

27  Owen  Hughes,  of  Trefaen. 

28  Hugh  Davies,  of  Caer  Rhun.  « 

29  William  Stodart,  ofDeganwy. 

30  Owen  Wynne,  of 

3 1  Robert  Wynne,  of  Llanerch. 

32  Zacheus  Jones,  of  Bryntirion. 

33  William  Smith,  ofVaenol. 

34  Richard  Lloyd,  ofTyNewydd. 

King  George  the  Third. 

1  Robert  W ynne,  of  Llanerch.  -  - 

2  Hugh  Hughes,  of  Bodvaen. 

3  Love  Parry,  of  Penarth 

4  John  Griffith,  ofTrygan 

5  John  Griffith,  of  Cefn  Amwlch. 

6  Hugh  Williams,  of  Pentir. 

7  Edward  Lloyd,  of  Pengwern,  Denbighfhire. 

8  Robert  Howel  Vaughan,  of  Mefllionydd. 

9  Robert  Godolphin  Owen,  of  Cleneney 

10  William  Archer,  of  Conway. 

1 1  Price  Thomas,  of  Coed  Helen, 

12  Richard  Parry,  of  Meillionen, 

13  Ralph  Griffith,  of  Caerhyn, 

14  Thomas  Afheton  Smith,  ofVaenol,  dying,  the 

year  was  completed  by 

Hugh  Ellis,  Efcp  Attorney  at  Law,  Deputy 
Sheriff. 


.A.  •  D  * 

1744 

/ 

1754 

1757 

1760 

1769 

1773 


15  Hugh 
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15  Hugh  Stodart,  of  Deganwy.  -  •  1776 

16  James  Coy tmore  Pugh,  ofCoytmor. 

17  Hugh  Griffith,  of  BrynNodol. 

18  John  Rowlands,  ofBodAedan. 

19  Terrence  Pendigraft  Williams,  of  Mark 

20  Robert  Lloyd,  of  Tregaian  &  Gwnus, 

21  Edward  Carreg,  of  Carreg. 

22  Richard  Pennant,  of  Penrhyn. 

23  Thomas  Afheton  Smith,  of  VaenoL 

24  Robert  Wynne,  of  Llanerch. 

25  John  Jones,  of  Bryn  hir. 

26  John  Griffith,  of  Tryfan. 

27  John  Lloyd,  of  Gefail  Gyfarch. 

28  William  Peacocke,  of  Tyn?  y  Cae.  -  -  1788 

29  William  Hughes,  ofNantcylh 

30  Robert  Lloyd,  of  Ceff^il  Gyfarch. 

31  Thomas  Lloyd,  of  Hendre  Feinws, 

32  Edward  Lloyd,  ofTyMawr. 

33  William  Owen,  of  Pencraig. 

34  Richard  Lloyd,  of  Bod  Itho  (of  Hendre  Faig). 

35  William  Jones,  ofTyddyn  Bychan,  (of  Bodffordd)  1795 

36  William  John  Lcnthal,  of  Maenan,  (Burford, 

Oxfordlhire) 
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The  readers  of  the  Cambrian  Regifer  may  be  amufed ',  by 
reading  the  following  tranjlation  of  an  Oxford  anecdote,  the  original 
of  which  is  in  the  note  below,  and  copied  from  volume  I.  of  the 
fVelfh  School  manufcripts.  The  piece  of  Englifh  poetry  coming 
after  it ,  and  of  which  it  was  the  occafon ,  is  curious ,  and  in  fome 
refpedts ,  valuable ,  as  it  is,  very  likely ,  the  bef  record  exifling  of 
the  pronunciation  of  the  Englifh ,  at  the  period  ivhen  it  was  compojed, 
which  was  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century ,  on  account  of  its 
being  chiefly  written  in  the  PVelfh  orthography,  which  was  fettled 
then  as  it  is  at  the  prefent  time . 


A  REPORT  FROM  OXFORD*. 


IT  happened  once  upon  a 
time,  at  Oxford,  that  the 
EnglifTi  derided  the  Welfh,  and 
upbraided  them  greatly  for  their 


want  of  fcholarfhip ;  adding  alfo 
that  there  was  not  one  Welfh- 
man,  who  was  a  good  fcholar, 
and  that  it  was  not  poffible  to 


*  CJtwedyl  o  Rydychain.  Damweiniodd  ar  amfer  yn  Rhydychain  i’r  Saefon  oganti 
y  Cymry,  a’u  anghanmawl  hwynt  yn  fawr  am  eu  hanyfgoleictod,  gan  ddywedyd  nad 
oedd  un  yfgolaig  da  o  Gymro,  ac  ni  ellid  gwneuthur  o  Gymro  yfgolaic  cyftadl,  mor 
ddyfgedig,  ac  mor  ddoeth,  a  chyftadl  mydrwr  ac  i  gellid  o  Sais;  ac  nad  oeddy  Cymry 
j’w  cyftadlu  a’r  Saefon  am  yfgoleictod. 

Yna  i  cododd  Cymro  ardclerchawc  ac  a  fafodd  ar  ei  draed,  ac  a  ddywedodd  mal 
hyn,  <{  nid  wyf  i  ond  yfgolaic  difas  herwydd  fy  yfgoleictod,  nam  i’m  cyffelybu  i 
lawer  o  yfgoleigion  dyfgedig  ardderchogion  o  Gymru,  y  rhai  nid  ydwyf  i  addas  i  ar- 
wain  eu  llyfrau  yn  eu  hoi;  etto  er  hyn  i  gyd  llefc  fyddai  gennyf  na  allai  yfgolaig 
gwael  difas  o  Gymro  ymgyftadju  a’r  Sais  goreu  ei  yfgoleictod  am  wneuthur  mydyr,  ac 
am  lawer  o  bynciau  ereill.  Ond  nid  yw  ein  hyfgoleigion  goreu  ni  cymmaint  eu 
mafwedd,  ac  mor  ofer  am  roi  eu  penau  a’  u  meddwl  am  ymryfon,  ac  ymgomio  a’r 
Saefon  bochfachus  :  Eithyr  mi  a  ^ttebaf  y  gofyniad  hwnw  i  chwi  fal  hyn.  Gwnaedy 
Sais  goreu  ei  ddyfgeidiaeth  o  honoch  fydyr  yn  Lladin ;  oni  wpafi  fydyr  cyftadl  ag 
ynteu,  burned  ar  y  Cymry  :  Gwnaed  fydyr  yn  Saefoneg,  neu  yn  Gymraeg ;  oni 
chyftadla  i  efo,  gogenwchy  Cymry  ;  Gwnaed  fydyr  yn  y  iaith  a  fyno  ar  a  fetrwyf  i  ; 
ac  oni  wnaf  i  un  cyftadl  ag  efo,  cabledy  Cymry,  ac  nag  arbeded. 

Minnau  a  wnaf  fydyr  yo  Saefoneg,  yn  eich  iaith  eich  hunain,  ac  os  holl  Saefon 
Lloegyr  a  wna  y  fath  fydyr,  neu  ai  cyftadla,  gogenwch  y  Cymry;  onis  gellwch  chwi 
wneuthur,  gadewch  y  Cymry  y  braipt  a  roddes  Duw  iddynt ;  A  gwybyddwxh 
chwithau  nad  ydych  chwi  i  ymgyftadlu  a’r  Cymry. 

Am  hynny  i  gwnaeth  ef  yr  Awdyl  Saefoneg  hon  ar  groes  gynghanedd ;  yr  hyn  ni 
fejdyr  Sais  laoi  gwneuthur, 

juake 
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makp  of  a  W elfliman  fo  good 
a  fcholar,  fo  learned,  fo  pro¬ 
found,  and  fo  Skilful  a  metrical 
compofer,  as  might  be  formed  of 
an  Englishman ;  and  that  the 
Welfh  were  not  to  be  put  in 
competition  with  Englishmen, 
with  refpe£l  to  literature. 

LTpon  this  an  illuhriousW elfh- 
in an  role  upon  his  feet,  and  he 
fpoke  thus:  “  I  am  of  no  ac¬ 
count  with  regard  to  my  learn¬ 
ing,  nor  to  be  compared  with 
many  learned  and  exalted  fcho- 
lars  amongft  the  WelSh,  the 
which  I  am  not  worthy  to  carry 
their  books  after  them,  yet  for 
all  this,  I  Should  be  forry  if  a 
poor  and  fnnple  fcholar  of  a 
Welshman  Should  not  be  able  to 
prove  himfelf  'equal  with  the 
heft  Englishman  for  learning, 
with  refpedf  to  the  conSlrudfion 
of  metre,  and  as  to  many  other 
points.  But  our  befl  fcholars 
are  not  fo  vain  and  fo  filly,  as  to 
trouble  their  heads  and  their 
thoughts  with  difputing  and  dif- 
courfing  with  the  boaftful  Eng¬ 
lishmen:  Neverthelefs,  I  will 
anfwer  that  queSlion  to  you  in 
this  manner :  Let  the  firft  Eng¬ 


lishman  for  learning’amongft  you 
compofe  a  metrical  piece  in 
Latin ;  and  if  1  do  not  make 
another  equal  to  it,  let  him  con¬ 
demn  the  WelSh:  Let  him 
make  one  in  English,  or  in 
WelSh  ;  and  if  I  do  not  equal 
it,  do  you  deride  the  WelSh: 
Let  him  compofe  one  in  any 
other  language  he  likes,  that  I 
am  acquainted  with;  and  if  I  do 
not  make  one  as  good  as  his, 
let  him  ahufe  the  Welfh,  and 
fpare  them  not. 

I  then  will  compofe  a  piece 
in  English,  in  your  own  lan¬ 
guage;  and,  if  all  the  EngliSh- 
men  of  England  Shall  make  one 
like  it,  or  that  Shall  be  equal  to 
it,  deride  ye  the  WelSh.  If  you 
Sir  all  not  be  able  to  do  fo,  let 
the  WelSh  enjoy  the  honour, 
which  God  has  given  them  :  And 
know  ye  alfo,  that  you  are  not 
to  put  yourfelves  in  competition 
with  the  WelSh.” 

In  confequence  of  that  he 
composed  this  English  Ode,  up¬ 
on  the  crofs  confonancy ,  the 
which  metre  an  Englishman  has 
no  idea  of  its  firudlure : 


O  michti 1  ladi  owr  leding  to  haf 
At  heyn  owr  abeidjng 
Unto  thei  fFeail  everlafling 
I  fet  a  braintes  ws  tw  bring. 


x  This  word  thews  that  the  gutteral  ch ,  or  gh,  was  then  founded  by  the  Englifh  at 
Oxford,  as  it  is  now  in  the  Scottiih  dialect. 
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Yw  wann  this  wytb  blyss  dde  bleffing  of  God 
Ffor  ywr  good  abering 
Hwier  yw  bynn  ffor  ywr  winning 
Syns  kwin  and  your  fon  ys  king. 

Our  forefathers  father  owr  feeding  our  pop 
On  your  paps  had  fwking 
Yn  hefn  blyfs  i  had  this  thing 
Attendance  without  ending. 

W ee  fing  dde  bright  kwin  with  cwnning  and  blifs 
The  boffom  ffruwt  berms;. 

Ei  would  as  old  as  I  fing 
Wynn  ywr  love  on  ywr  laving. 

Kwin  od  off  our  God  owr  gelding  mwdder  * 

Maeden  notwithflanding 
Hw  wed  fits  with  a  rits  ring 
As  God  wad  ddys  good  weding. 

Help  ws  pray  ffor  ws  preffering  our  fowls 
Affoil  was  at  ending 
Make  all  that  wee  fawl  to  ffins: 2 

o 

Yourfon’s  love  our  fynns  leving. 

As  we  mae  the  dae  of  our  deiying  refef 
Owr  Safiowr  yn  howfling 
As  he  may  tak  ws 3  waking 
Tw  him  in  his  migliti  wing. 

Mighty  he  took  mi  oght  to  tell 
All  fowls  ofhel  tofoels  ofhight 
W e  afsk  with  bwk  we  wilh  wyth  bel 
Tw  hefn  ffwl  wel4  to  haf  on  fflight. 

1  The  orthography  of  this  line  has  exa&ly  the  fame  powers  as  if  it  were  thus, 
Queen  odd  of  our  God,  our  guiding  mother. 

x  Thisfeems  to  be  the  root  whence  the  word  finger  is  derived- 

2  Read;  Take  us.  4  Readj  To  heaven  full  well. 


Awl 
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Awl  deds  wel  dwn 
Ta  byd  Deo  bwa 
A  God  mad  trwn 

A  gwd  met  wrighfc' 

And  fe  lo  fwn 
And  north  and  nwn 
And  fyn  and  nwn  1 

And  fo  nou  might 

As  fwn  as  preid  ys  now  fypred 2 
Hys  feli  is  bed,  his  fowl  is  pight 
Ei  tel  to  yo 
As  fym  do  fhio 
As  now  ei  tro 

We  uws  not  right i 
A  boy  with  bo 
His  loks  is  fo 
How  mae  yw  kno 

Him  iFrom  a  knight. 

Dde  truwth  ys  kyt  ddat  yerth  is  kail: 1 
Dde  ends  bi  lad  dde  hands  bi  light 
O  God  fet  it  gwd  as  yt  was 
Dde  ruwl  doth  pafs  dde  wrld  hath  pight. 

A  pretti  thing  wi  pray  to  thed 
Ddat  gwd  bihed  that  God  behight 
And  he  was  ffing  unto  his  ded 
That  ever  fhall  led  with  deverfe  light. 


*  Read,  And  fun  and  moon. 
a  Read,  As  foon  as  pride  is  now  JappreJl, 

3  Read,  I  tell  to  you, 

As  feme  do  Jhow, 

As  now  I  trow, 

JVe  ufe  not  right. 

♦  Read,  The  truth  is  cut  that  earth  is  cajl. 


The 
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The  word  away  ys  donn  as  day 
Yt  ys  no  nay  it  is  nei  night 
As  owld  I  fay 
Ei  was  yn  ffay 
Eild  a  good  may 

Wld  God  I  might 
Away  wi  would 
Dde  fins  they  fowld 
And  be  not  howld 
In  a  bant  hight 
And  ywng  and  owld 
With  him  thei  howld 
Dde  Ddfiws  haf  fold 

That  Ddfiefws  hight  * 

O  tryti  Crift  ddat  werft  a  krown 2 
£r  we  dei  down  a  redi  dight 
Tw  thank  to  ddi 
At  dde  rwrd  tri 3 
Then  went  all  wi 

Ddein  own  tw  light 
Tw  grawnt  agri 
Amen  wyth  mi 
Ddat  I  mae  II 

Ddi  to  my  fight. 

Owr  lwc  owr  king  our  lock  our  kae 
Mei  God  ei  pray  mi  geid  upright 
Ei  Ilk  I  ling,  I  flak  I  fay 
Ei  wer  away  a  wiri  wight. 

*  Read,  And young  and  old, 

With  him  they  holdt 
The  Jews  have  fold 
That  Jefus  hight. 

*  Read,  0  treaty  !  ChriJ}}  that  wear*/}  a  crown, 

3  Read,  To  thank  to  thee 
At  the  rood  tree. 


304  CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796, 

Againft  ei  go 
Mei  fFrynds  my  ffro 
Ei  ffound  a  fFo 

With  fFynd  I  fight 
Ei  fing  alfo 
Yn  weith  and  wo 
Ei  can  no  mo 

For  kwin  of  might* 

IEUAN  AB  HYWEL  SWRDWAL,  1450. 


Extracts  from  the  Weif  ^w^jc/MeddygonMydd- 

vai,  or  the  Practice  ofPhyfic  of  the  Mvddvai  Do6tors  j  a  manufcript, 
•which  by  its  orthography ,  appears  to  have  been  written  about  the 
year  1300.  Dr.  Davies,  in  his  ' dictionary ,  quotes  this  book  fre¬ 
quently  ;  and  he  gives  feme  account  of  the  author ,  under  the  word 
Myddfai ;  where  he  alfo  quotes  Dav.  -ah  Gwilym,  a  poet  of  the 
fourteenth  century ,  who  mentions  thofe  Aoftors.  Mr.  E.  Llwyd, 
in  his  Arch.  Britann.  under  the  catalogue , of  Britijh  Writers ,  tells 
us ,  that  there  is  a  copy  0}  the  fame  book  in  Llvvyr  Coch  o  Heigefl, 
in  Jefus  College  Library.  He  fays  alfo  that  there  was  a  copy  on 
parchment ,  borrowed  by  Dr.  Davis,  in  16o4,  of  iVli.  IVlanfell,  of 
Mar  gam ,  in  Glamorganshire.  There  are  feveral  other  copies  of  it, 
fame  imp  erf  eft,  and  fame  to  which  are  added  the  works  of  others . 
Mr.  Lewis  Morris  heard  it  faid  in  South  Wales ,  that  this  very 
family  of  furgeons  has  praft  fed  at  Myddvai  ever  fine  e ;  but  that 
the  fon ,  then  living  in  his  time ,  being  the  laf  Meddyg  Myddvai, 
thought  it  beneath  him ,  or  perhaps  had  been  brought  up  otherwife . 


GAN  borth  duv  goruchel 
bendeuic  yma  ydangofet 
y  medeginaetheu  goreu  ac  yn 
benaf  or  yflyd  wrth  gorf  dyn 
fef  aberis  eu  hyfcriuynu  Ri- 

wallavn 


BY  the  help  of  God,  fove- 
reign  over  all,  here  are 
fet  forth  the  belt  and  the  princi¬ 
pal  things  in  the  art  of  healing, 
with  refpe.£l  to  the  human  body, 

which 
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wallavn  vedic  ay  veibon  nyt 
amgen,  Cadvgon  a  GrufFut  ac 
Eynon,  canys  y  rei  hynny  aovd- 
ynt  oreu  a  phenaf  or  medygon, 
yn  y  bamfer,  ac  yn  amfer  Rys 
Gryc  eu  harglvyd  ac  arglvyd 
Dinefvr  yna  y  gvr  agatvei  eu 
breint  vy  yn  benaf  mal  ydyveit 
wrthynt.  Sef  achavs  y  peris  ef 
eu  hyfcriuenu  rac  na  bei  avypei 
gyflal  ac  a  vydyn  wy. 


Ac  or  peth  penaf  ydychreu- 
afant  fef  yw  hynny  or  pen 
kanys  y  ndav  y  mae  pump  fynwyr 
y  corf. 

Tri  lie  hagen  y  megyr  cleu- 
ydeu,  vn  yv  ton  :  Eil  yw  yn  y 
greuan.  Trydyt  yw  yn  y  gry- 
adur. 

O  waet  a  llofcen  y  gvaredir 
y  ton ;  o  agori  hyt  y  gryuan 
ygvaredir  y  gryuan  ;  o  agori  ar 
ben  hyd  y  gryadur  y  gwaredir  y 
gryadur. 

Kymryt  y  deuparth  or  dan- 
hogen  ar  trayan  or  grinlys  ac 
emenyn  hallt  ac  eu  maudu  ygyt 

ay 


which  have  been  committed  to 
writing'  by  Riwallon ,  the  phy- 
fician,  and  his  fons,  namely, 
Cadogan ,  Grufudd ,  and  Eirton  ; 
thofe  being  the  beft  and  moll 
eminent  dodlors  of  their  time ; 
and  of  the  time  of  Rhys  Gryg , 
their  lord,  and  then  the  lord  of 
Dinevor* ;  being  the  perfon 
who  chiefly  maintained  their 
privilege.  The  reafon  that  thofe 
things  were  commanded  to  be 
written,  was  left  there  fhould 
be  none  poflfeflfed  of  fo  much 
knowledge  as  they  were  found 
to  have. 

And  they  began  with  refpedb 
to  the  primary  fubjedf,  that  is 
to  fay  the  head,  for  in  it  are 
the  live  fenfes  of  the  body. 

The  three  places  therein 
where  difeafes  are  produced : 
one  is  the  pericranium  ;  the  fe- 
cond  is  in  the  cranium ;  the 
third  is  in  the  dura  mater. 

By  blooding  and  blifler  will 
the  pericranium  be  relieved  ;  by 
opening  to  the  cranium  will  the 
cranium  be  relieved  ;  by  opening 
upon  the  head  to  the  dura  mater 
will  the  dura  mater  be  relieved. 

Taking  two  parts  of  the  be- 
tony,  the  third  of  the  violet, 
wTith  fait  butter,  and  beating 

X  them 


*  Rhys  Gryg  H  as  lord  or  prince  of  U:nevor3  and  its  dependencies,  from  1137  to  1 196* 
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ay  dodi  wTthav  a  hynny  ay 
diwenvyna  or  kyuyt  Hit  a  gven- 
vyn  yndi  or  pan  agorer  arnav 
hyt  yn  pen  navuetdyd  y  byd  y 
wife  ar  yr  afcvrn  ac  o  pen  y 
pymhettyd  y  gilid  y  nedir  yr 
afcvrn  hyny  diotter  oil. 


Sef  y  gwneir  velly  o  hen 
gleuyt  pen 

Dyrnavt  newyd  neu  vrath 
newyd  goreu  bo  gyntaf  y  diotter 
rac  dygvydav  gvaet  ac  yflic 
abervi  yno. 


Or  pan  diotter  yr  afcvrn  oil 
v  ar  y  gryadur.  k.  ymenyn 
gvyry  ar  grinlys  ac  eu  maudu 
ygyt :  ac  ony  cheffit  y  grinlys. 
k.  gvyn  wi  all  in  ay  dodi  vrthav 
hynny  tonnenher  ac  yna  gvneu- 
thur  eli  trvy  lyfeu  ac  ymenyn 
agver  ay  dodi  vrthav  hynny  vo 
iach. 


Runt  a  hanner  yv  breint  y 
medic  or  gveith  hvnnv  yn  y 
drugared  heb  y  ymborth  ;  neu 
nauugeint  ay  ymborth. 

Rac 


tliem  together,  and  applying 
them,  that  will  do  away  the 
venom,  if  there  fhall  arife  any 
inflammation  therein.  From  the 
time  when  it  fhall  be  laid  open, 
until  the  end  of  the  ninth  day, 
fhall  the  covering  be  upon  the 
bone  ;  and  from  the  end  of  one 
fifth  day  to  another,  the  bone 
fhall  be  gathered,  then  it  {hall 
be  all  taken  away. . 

It  is  to  be  oblerved,  that  this 
is  done  with  refpedt  to  an  old 
hurt  of  the  head. 

In  a  recent  blow,  or  a  recent 
perforation,  the  fooner  the  bet¬ 
ter  it  is  taken  away,  left  the 
fettling  of  blood,  or  a  contulion, 
fhould  caufe  an  inflammation 
there. 

After  all  the  bone  is  taken 
away  off  the  dura  mater,  take 
frefh  butter  and  the  violet,  and 
beat  them  together :  And,  if  the 
violet  is  not  to  be-  procured, 
take  the  white  of  egg  with  lint, 
and  apply  that  until  there  fhall 
grow  a  membrane  ;  and  then 
make  a  falve  with  herbs,  butter, 
and  fuet,  and  apply  it  until  the 
place  fhall  be  well. 

A  pound  and  a  half  is  the 
right  of  the  dodtor  on  account 
of  that  operation,  in  his  mercy, 
without  his  victuals ;  or  nine 
fcore  pence  with  his  vidtuals. 

Againft 
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Rac  gvayv  llygat  coch  gvlyb- 
oravc,  dodi  magyl  dan  y  dvyen, 
a  llofc  yny  wegil  :  a  hynny  rac 
gvlybvr  y  pen. 


MAEN-Diorr. 

Maen  calet  mal  hyn  y  gvar- 
edir  He  dister.  kymryt  fon  ae 
dodi  ymblye  y  arreu  ac  odyna 
dodi  yddvy  vreich  omyvn  yarreu 
ac  ev  plygu  yuynyd  am  y  fon  a 
.  rvymav  taleith  am  y  ddeU  ar- 
ddvrn  ac  am  y  war  ay  ddodi  ay 
dor  yuynyd  afeth  uchel  dan  y 
ddvyclun  ac  or  parth  afleu  vr 
dywyfen  diot  y  maen,  ac  odyna 
y  dodi  mywn  ennein  dvfyr  y  dyt 
hvnnv  a  thrannoeth  y  myvn 
ennein  dvfyr  yn  gyntaf  a  gvedy 
hynny  myvn  ennein  gyffeith,  ac 
oddyna  v  ddodi  myvn  y  wely 
ay  dor  yuynyd  a  fychu  y  weli 
a  dodi  llin  ac  emenyn  hallt 
vrthav  ay  gynnal  yn  yr  ardym- 
mer  hvnnv  yny  vyper  addiagho 
av  adel  nofveith  a  dydgveith  kyn 
‘gvneuthur  y  weith  heb  vuyt  ac 
heb  lyn  ae  dodi  myvn  ennein. 


Again!!  the  inflammation  of  a 
red  eye  full  of  humor,  put  an 
ifl'ue  under  the  chin,  and  a  blif- 
ter  behind  the  head  :  And  that 
too  tor  the  humor  of  the  head. 

LITHOTOMY. 

A  hard  (tone,  in  this  way 
fhall  relief  be  given,  when  it  is 
extracted.  Take  a  flick  and 
place  it  in  the  bend  of  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  hams ;  and  then  place 
his  two  arms  within  his  hams, 
and  turn  them  upwards  round 
the  flick,  and  tye  a  bandage 
round  Ins  two  wrifls,  and  over 
his  neck,  and  place  him  with 
his  belly  upward,  with  fome- 
thing  high  under  his  hips ;  and 
from  the  left  fide  of  the  privi¬ 
ties  extra 61  the  ftone  ;  and  af¬ 
terwards  put  the  patient  in  a 
water  bath  that  day,  and  the 
next  morning  in  a  water  bath 
firfl,  and  after  that  in  a  con- 
fedlure  bath  ;  and  from  that  lay 
him  in  his  bed  with  his  belly 
upward,  and  clean  his  wound, 
and  apply  lint  with  fait  butter 
to  it ;  and  keep  him  in  that 
flate  until  it  /hall  be  known 
whether  he  will  efcape.  He 
is  to  be  left  for  a  night  and  a 
day  before  performing  this  ope¬ 
ration  without  meat  and  with¬ 
out  drink,  and  to  be  put  into  a 
bath. 
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PRIVILEGES  OF  THE  MEN  OF  ARVON, 


Towards  the  clofe  of  the  Jixth  century ,  Rhun,  the  Jon  of  Maelgon 
Gwynedd,  king  of  the  Britons ,  made  a  certain  grant ,  called 
Breinniau  Gw yr  Arvon,  or,  The  Privileges  of  the  Men  of 
Arvon.  Thoje  Privileges ,  with  a  curious  piece  of  introductory 
Hiftory,  explaining  the  occafion  of  their  being  conferred ,  are  in¬ 
jected  in  page  32  of  the  Welfh  School  copy  of  the  Laws  of  How  el, 

in  the  following  words  : 


E'  MAN  yllas  elydyr  mvyn- 
>  vaur  gvr  or  gogled.  agw» 
edv  vlad  ydoeth  gwyr  y  gogled 
yma  yii  dyah  Sew  gwyr  a 
doethant  yn  tywyfogyon  udunt. 
cl'ydno  eydyn,  a  nud  hael  nab 
fenvllt,  a  mordaw  hael  uab 

j  ' 

feruan,  arvderch  hael  uab  tud- 
awal  tutclyd.  Ac  adoythant 
aruon.  Ac  urth  lad  elydyr  yn 
aber  mewedus  yn  aruon  y  llol- 
gafant  aruon  yn  ragor  dyah 
Ac  odyna  y  lluydhavs  run  uab 
maylgvn  agwyr  gvyned  ganthau 
ac  y  doethant  hyt  yglan  gweryt 
yny  gogled.  Ac  yna  y  buant 
yn  hyr  yn  amryfon  pvy  adylyey 
mynet  yny  blaen  druy  auon 
weryt.  Ac  yna  yd  ellyghys 
rvn  gennat  hyt  ygvyned  y  vybot 
piefey  y  blaen.  rey  adywert 
panyv  maeldaw  hynaw  pen- 
deuyc  penard.  ay  barnvs  y  wyr 
aruon.  Ioruefd  uab  madauc 
.druy  audurdaut  y  kyuaruydyt 
ay  cadarnaa  panyv  ydno  hen  y 
%vyr  v  pyft  pendu.  Ac  yna  yd 

aytliant 

J  • 


IN  a  certain  period  was  {lain, 
Elidyr  the  courteous,  a  per- 
fon  from  the  north  r  and  after 
he  was  killed,  the  men  of  the 
north  came  here  to  revenge 
him.  That  is  to  fay,  the  men 
who  came  as  leaders  for  them 
were  Clydno  Eidyn,  and  Nudd 
the  generous,  fon  of  Senyllt, 
and  Mordav  the  generous,  fon 
of  Servan,  and  Rhydderch  the 
generous,  fon  of  Tudawal 
Tudglyd;  and  they  came  to 
Arvon.  And,  as  Elidyr  w7as 
{lain  at  Abet  Mewedus  in  Arvon, 
they  burnt  Arvon  in  excefs  of 
revenge.  Thereupon  Rhun,  the 
fon  Maelgon,  prepared  for  war, 
and  the  men  of  Gwynedd  with 
him  ;  and  they  came  to  the  fide 
of  Gweryd  in  the  north  ;  and 
there  they  were  long  difputing 
who  ought  to  go  in  the  van 
through  the  river  Gweryd. 
Upon  which  Rhun  difpatched  a 
meflengeras  far  as  Gwynedd,  to 
know  who  had  a  right  to  the 

lead 
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aythant  gwyr  aruon  yny  hlaen 
ac  y  buant  da  yno,  Ac  y  cant 
dalyefyn. 

Kygleu  urtli  wres  eu  llawneu 
Gan  run  yn  rudher  bydyneu 
Gwyr  aruon  rudyon  yu  rydiheu. 


Ac  yna  rac  hyt  y  trigafant 
yny  Iluyd  y  cyfgvs  eu  gwraged 
gan  eu  gweifyon  caeth.  Ac  am 
hynny  y  rodhes  runydyntpedwar 
breint  ardec. 


Kyntaw  yu  ragor  rac  gwreic. 
Sew  yu  ragor  y  meyrch  ay  voch 
ay  vydeu,  Achar  adeu  ychen 
auynno  ar  y  warthec,  a  lloneit 
Y  car  or  doodryuyn  a  uynno, 


Yr  eil  yv  blaen  gvyned  yn 
J1  vydeu. 

Trydyd  yv  na  thal  yu  anyueil, 


Pet 


lead.  Some  declared,  from 
Maeldav  the  elder,  chieftain  of 
Penardd,  and  adjudged  it  to  the 
men  of  Arvon ;  Iorwerth,  thefon 
of  Madog,  by  the  authority  of 
hiftory,  maintains  it,  from  ldno 
the  old,  to  the  men  with  the 
black-pointed  fhafts  ;  and  there¬ 
upon  the  men  of  Arvon  went 
in  the  van,  and  they  behaved 
well  there ;  and  lb  Taliefin 
fung : 

Behold,  by  the  heat  of  their  blades, 

With  Rhun  amid  the  tumult  of  armies, 

The  men  of  Arvon  red  with  blood, 
and  panting  out  of  breath. 

And  then,  from  the  length  of 
time  that  they  tarried  in  the 
warfare,  their  wives  dept  with 
their  bond-lervants ;  and  there¬ 
fore  Rhun  gave  them  fourteen 
privileges. 

The  fird,  priority  over  a  wife : 
that  is,  priority  in  the  choice  of 
the  horfes,  and  his  fwine,  and 
his  geefe  ;  and  a  car,  with  two 
oxen  that  he  likes  of  his  cattle  ; 
and  the  car  full  of  the  furni¬ 
ture  that  he  may  like. 

The  fecond  is,  to  have  the 
lead  of  G  wynedd  in  warfares. 

The  third  is,  that  he  fhall 
not  pay  the  damage  of  his  ani¬ 
mal. 

X  3  The 
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Petweryd  yu  teruynu  ar  y 
gwladoed  agyuarfoent  ar  aruon. 

Pymhet  yu  o  byd  amryfon 
yrvg  dvy  uaynaul  or  nau  mayn- 
aul  y  fyd  yn  aruon  eu  diamry- 
fonv  or  feyth  y  dvy  hep  neb  o 
le  arall. 


Chwechet  na  byd  ryghill  yndy. 

Seythue  bot  yn  ryd  py%ota 
ary  teir  auon  y  fyd  yndy  yn 
gyfredyn. 

W  ythuet. 

Nauuet  nabont  ureyan  hy 
cchug. 

Decuet  nat  yuoynt  lletcaut. 

Vnuet  ardec  nat  oes  daly  ar 
y  eu  cyghaufed  hyt  y  trydygeyr. 


Deudecuet  na  thalher  meirch 
gwefteyon  na  gwyr  ar  gylch. 


The  fourth  is,  to  fix  the 
boundaries  of  the  diftridts  that 
fhall  join  to  Arvon. 

The  fifth  is,  if  there  fhould 
be  a  difpute  between  two  town- 
fliips,  out  of  the  nine  townfhips 
that  are  in  Arvon,  the  feven 
fhall  end  the  difpute  of  the  two, 
without  the  interference  of  any 
from  elfewhere. 

The  fixth,  that  there  fhall  be 
no  ferjeant  therein. 

The  feventh,  that  there  be 
liberty  of  fifhing  in  common  in 
the  three  rivers  which  are  there. 

The  eighth. 

The  ninth,  that  they  fhall 
not  be  obliged  to  ufe  the  nearefl 
mill. 

The  tenth,  that  they  fhall 
not  drink  half-fermented  liquor. 

The  eleventh,  that  there  is 
no  advantage  to  be  taken  of 
their  pleadings  before  the  third 
word  of  error. 

The  twelfth,  there  fhall  be 
no  payment  towards  the  horfes 
of  guefts,  or  of  perfons  on  cir¬ 
cuit. 


The 
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Trvdyd  ardec  na  dylyantuynet 
ylety  arall  or  neuad. 

Petweryd  ardec  puybynnac  a 
eiftedo  yndy  un  dyd  a  bivydyn 
o  byd  gwr  anlloydauc  y  uot  yn 
un  ureynt  a  gvr  or  wlat. 


I 

Ac  o  byd  a  amheuo  un  or 
breynnyeu  hynny  clas  bangor  a 
rey  beuno  ay  keydv. 

» 


The  thirteenth,  that  they  fhall 
not  be  obliged  to  go  to  another 
lodging  out  of  the  hall. 

The  fourteenth,  whoever  {hall 
be  fettled  therein  for  a  year  and 
a  day,  if  he  fhould  be  an  undo¬ 
miciliated  perfon,  he  fhall  have 
the  fame  rights  as  a  perfon  of 
the  country. 

And  if  there  fhall  be  any  one 
who  fhall  call  in  queftion  any 
of  thefe  privileges,  the  bro¬ 
therhood  of  Bangor,  and  thofe 

of  Beuno,  fhall  maintain  them, 

\ 
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A  CHRONOLOGICAL  TABLE. 


>>  it., .  . 


Compiled  about  the  latter  e 
and  preferved  in  the  256th 
Hergest,  in  Jefus 

THE  following  ancient  do¬ 
cument  has  fome  radical 
defers.  No  account  is  taken  of 
the  odd  months,  in  the  compu¬ 
tation  of  years,  between  moft 
of  the  events  it  records,  and 
thofe  events  are  not  dated  by 
one  common  asra.  It  has  alio 
been  mutilated  by  the  tran- 
feriber’s  overlooking  one  of  the 
notices.  The  death  of  Gruffudd, 
which  is  dated  1C55,  evidently 
refers  to  Gruffudd  ap  Rhydderch. 
After  this  date  fhould  have  fol¬ 
lowed  fomething  to  this  effedh 
O’r  flwyddyn  honno  oni  las 
Gruffudd  mab  Llywelyn  chwe 
blynedd.  “  From  that  year  to 
i(  the  death  of  Gruffudd,  fon  of 
“  Lywelyn,  (Prince  of  North 
((  Wales)  6  years:’’  and  then 
5  years  more  to  thb  arrival  of 
William  the  Ballard.  This  re- 
ftoration  of  the  text  would  re¬ 
move  the  error  in  the  date  of 
that  memorable  event,  which 


id  of  King  John’s  Reign, 
page  of  the  Red  Book  of 
College,  Oxford. 

cannot  be  imputed  to  the  original 
author.  For  if  we  dedudl  from 
his  fecond  date  of  1133,  the  21 
years  of  the  firft  William’s  reign, 
the  13  of  Rufus,  25  to  the  death 
of  Caradoc,  and  8  to  the  death 
of  Maredudd,  we  fhall  find  that 
he  was  acquainted  with  the  true 
sera  of  the  Norman  conqueff. 

N  otwithffanding  the  blemifhes 
above  mentioned,  as  it  appears 
that  the  compiler  of  this  little 
table  had  accefs  to  authorities 
which  are  now  loft,  it  has  been 
deemed  that  the  publication  of  it 
may  be  of  ufe  towards  ascertain¬ 
ing  the  relative  diftances  between 
Several  incidents  in  the  Britifh 
Hiftory. 

The  dates  in  the  margin  are 
obtained  by  adding  or  deducting 
the  fums  of  the  given  intervals 
from  the  Norman  Conqueft. 
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Rhifedi  Blynyddocdd. 

OOes  Gwrtheyrn  Gwrth- 
enau  hyd  waith  Badwn  yr 
ymladdawdd  Arthur  a’i  hynaif 
a’r  Saefon,  ac  y  gorfu  Arthur 
ai  hynaif,  wyth  mlynedd  ar 
hugaint  a  chant. 

O 


O  waith  Badwn  hyd  Gamlan, 

dwy  flynedd  ar  hugaint. 

< 

O  Gamlan  hyd  farw  Maelgwn, 
dengmlynedd. 


O  farw  Maelgwn  hyd  waith 
Arderydd  panlasGwrgi  aPher- 
edur,  faith  mlynedd. 


O’r  panlasGwrgi  a  Pheredur 
hyd  waith  Caerlleon,  naw  mly¬ 
nedd. 

O  waith  Caerlleon  hyd  waith 
Feigen,  pedair  blynedd  ar  ddeg. 


Chronology . 

A.D« 

ROM  the  age 
of  Vortigern 
to  the  battle  of  Ba- 
don,  which  Arthur 
and  his  elders  (no¬ 
bles)  fought  with 
the  Saxons,  when 
Arthur  and  his  no¬ 
bles  were  victori¬ 
ous,  128  years. 

From  the  battle 
of  Badon  to  that  of 
Camlan,  22  years. 

From  (the  battle 

of)  Camlan  to  the 
/ 

death  of  Maelgun, 

10  years. 

From  the  death 
of  Maelgun  to  the 
battle  of  Arderydd, 
when  Gorgi  and 
Peredur  were  flain, 

7  years. 

From  the  death 
of  Gorgi  and  Per¬ 
edur,  to  the  battle  of 
Chefter,  9  years. 

From  the  battle 

of  Chefter  to  the 

-  % 

battle  of  Meigen, 

14  years. 


128  554 


22  576 


10  506 


7  59S 


9  602 


14  616 

From 


O  waith 
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A  »  Da 


m 

O  waith  Feigen  oni  aeth  Cad- 
waladyrFendigaid  iRufain>wyth 
mlynedd  a  deugaint. 


O  Gadwaladyr  hyd  (farw)OfFa 
frenhin,  wyth  mlynedd  ar  hu¬ 
gaint  a  chant. 


O  OfFa  oni  lofges  tan  or  nef 
Deganwy  yn  oes  Owain  fab 
Maredudd,  ugain  mlynedd. 


Oh  pan  lofges  Deganwy  hyd 
farw  Merfyn  Frych,  fair  bly- 
nedd  ar  ddeg  ar  hugaint. 

tt'  r 

O  Ferfyn  hyd  pan  las  Rodri 
ei  fab,  faith  mlynedd  ar  hugaint. 


O  Rodri  hyd  oni  ddialawdd 
Anarawd  ei  fab  ef,  tair  blynedd. 


O’  waith  Conwy  oni  las  Mer¬ 
fyn  fab  Rhodri,  dwy  flynedd  ar 
bymtheg. 

O  farw 


From  the  battle  of 
Meigen  to  the  time 
when  Cadwalader 
the  Bleffed  went  to 
Rome,  48  years. 

From  Cadwal¬ 
ader  to  (the  death 
of)  King  OfFa,  128 
years. 

From  OfFa  to  the 
time  when  Tegan- 
wy  was  burnt  by- 
lightning,  in  the 
age  of  Owen  the 
fon  of  Maredudd, 
20  years. 

From  the  burning 
ofTeganwy  to  the 
death  of  Mervyn 
Yrych,  33  years. 

FromMervynto 
the  time  when  his 
fon  Rodri  was  flain, 
27  years. 

From  Rodri  to 
the  time  whenAnar- 
od  his  fon  re¬ 
venged  his  death,  3 
years. 

From  the  battle 
of  Conwy  till  Mer¬ 
vyn  the  fon  of  Rodri 
was  flain,  17  years. 


48  664 


128  792 


20  812 


33  845 


27  872 


3  875 

’  -  t 


17  892 
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O  farw  Merfyn  hyd  farw 
Cadell  abRhodri,  deng  mlynedd. 


From  the  death 
of  Mervyn  to  the 
death  of  Cadell  the 

fon  of  Rodri,  10 
years.  10 


O  farw  Cadell  hyd  farw  From  the  death 
Anarawd,  chwe  blynedd.  of  Cadell  to  the 

death  of  Anarod, 

6  years.  6 


O  Anarawd  hyd  oni  aeth 
Hywel  ab  Cadell  i  Rufain,  tair 
blynedd  ar  bymtheg. 


From  Anarod 
to  Howel  the  fon 
of  CadeH’s  pilgri¬ 
mage  to  Rome,  18 
years.  18 


O’r  pan  aeth  Hywel  i  Rufain 
oni  fu  farw,  un  flwyddyn  eifiau 
o  ugain. 


From  HowePs 
pilgrimage  to  his 
death,  19  years.  19 


O  farw  Hywel  hyd  waith 
Carno,  faith  mlynedd. 


O  Garno  hyd  waith  Meibion 
Idwal,  un  flwyddyn. 


O  waith  Meibion  Idwal  oni  fu 
farw  Owain  ab  Hywel  Dda, 
pedair  blynedd  ar  hugaint. 


From  the  death 
of  Howel  to  the 
battle  of  Carno,  7 
years. 

From  Carno  to 
the  battle  of  the  fons 
of  Idwal,  1  year. 

From  the  battle 
of  the  fons  of  Id¬ 
wal  to  the  death  of 
Owen,  the  fon  of 
Howel  Dda,  24 
years. 


24 


P  farw 


A.  D. 


902 


903 


926 


945 


952 


953 


977 


From 
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O  farw  Owain  oni  wledych- 
awdd  Cnud  fab  Owain,  faith 
mlynedd  ar  hugaint. 


O  Gnud  frenhin  hyd  waith 
Machawy,  pan  orfu  Ruffudd 
ab  Llewelyn,  ac  y  lias  Efgob  y 
Saefon,  dwy  flynedd  a  deugaint. 


O  waith  Machawy  oni  las 
Gruffudd,  naw  mlynedd. 


Or  pan  ddaeth  Crifl  yn 
y  cnawdhyd  y  flwyddyn  honno, 
pymtheng  mlynedd  a  deugaint  a 
mil. 

t  t  *.  ' 


Or  pan  las  Gruffudd  oni 
ddaeth  Gwilim  Fafdardd  i’r  ynys 
hon,  pum  mlynedd :  ac  un 
mlynedd  ar  hugaint  y  gwledych- 
awddo 

n  i  .  * 


From  the  death 
of  Owen  to  the 
reign  of  Cnud,  the 
fon  of  Owen,  27 
years.  27 

From  Cnud  to 
the  battle  of  Mach-* 
awy,  when  Gruf¬ 
fudd,  the  fon  of 
Llywelyn,  was  vic¬ 
torious,  and  the  bi- 
fhop  of  the  Englifh 
was  flain,  42  years.  42 

From  the  battle 
of  Machawy  to  the 
death  of  Gruffudd 
(ap  Rhydderch)  9 
years.  9. 

,  l 

From  the  coming 
of  Chrift  in  the 
flelli  to  that  year, 

1055  years. 

(From  that  year 
to  the  death  of 
Gruffudd,  fon  of 
Lywelyn,  6  years.)  6 

From  Gruffudd’s 
death  to  the  arrival 
of  William  the  baf- 
tard  in  this  ifland, 

5  years :  and  lie 
reigned  21  years.  5 


O  Wilira 


A.  D» 

1004 

1046 

1055 

106} 

1066 

From 
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O  Wilim  Fafdardd  oni  las 
Bleddyn  ap  Cynfyn,  faith  mly- 
nedd. 


From  William  the 
baftard  till  Bleddyn, 
the  fon  of  Convyn, 
was  {lain,  7  years. 


O  Fleddyn  hyd  waith  mynydd 
Carn,  chwe  blynedd.  GrufFudd 
ap  Cynan  a  Rhys  ap  Tewdwr  a 
orfuant  yno  ar  Drahaiarn  ap 
Caradawg 


From  Bleddyn  to 
the  battle  of  the 
Mountain  of  Carn, 
6  years.  There 
GrufFudd,  the  fon 
of  Conan,  and 
Rhys,  the  fon 
of  Teudor,  con¬ 
quered  Trahaiarn, 
the  fon  of  Carad- 


0  waith  mynydd  Carn  oni 
las  Rhys  ap  Tewdwr,  tair  bly¬ 
nedd  ar  ddee. 

O 


Or  pan  las  Rhys  hyd  pan  las 
Gwilym  frenhin  Coch,  faith 
mlynedd:  a  thair  ar  ddeg  y 
gwledychawdd. 


Or  brenhin  Coch  hyd  farw 

j 

Caradawc  fynach,  pum  mly¬ 
nedd  ar  hugaint. 

O  Garadawg  hyd  farw  Cad- 
wallawn  ap  GrufFudd,  ac  y  bu 

farw 


From  the  battle 
of  the  mountain  of 
Carn  to  the  time 
when  Rhys,  the  fon 
of  Teudor,  was 
flain,  13  years.  1: 

From  the  death 
of  Rhys  to  that  of 
William  the  Red 
King,  7  years :  He 
reigned  13  years. 

From  the  Red 
King  to  the  death 
of  Caradoc,  the 
monk,  25  years.  2: 

From  Caradoc 
to  the  death  of 


317 

A.  D. 


7  1073 


6  1079 


1092 


1099 


1124 
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farw  Maredudd  ap  Blcddyn,  Cadwallon,  the  fon 
wyth  mlynedd.  of  Grufiudd,  and 

the  death  of  Mare¬ 
dudd,  the  fon  of 
Bleddyn,  8  years. 


Or  pan  ddaeth  Crift  ynghn- 
awd  hyd  y  flwyddyn  honno,  tair 
blynedd  ar  ddeg  ar  hugain  a 
chant  a  mil. 


From  the  coming 
of  Chrift  in  the  fleflh 

0 

to  that  year,  1133 
years. 


Or  pan  las  Cadwallawn  hyd 
pan  dorres  Owain  a  Chadwal- 
adyr  Aberteifi,  chwe  blynedd. 


From  the  death  of 
Cadwallon  to  the 
time  when  Owen 
and  Cadwalader  de- 
ilroyed  Aberteivi, 
6  years. 


Or  pan  dorred  Aberteifi  oni  From  the  deflroy- 
las  y  Ffrainc  yn  Nhal  Moelfre,  ing  °f  Aberteivi  to 
ugain  mlynedd.  the  daughter  of  the 

French  inT  al  Mod¬ 
i' re,  20  years. 


O  ymladd  Tal  Moelfre  hyd 
pan  ddaliwyd  y  gwyftlon  yng- 
hoed  Ceiriawg  wyth  mlynedd. 


O  ymladd  Coed  Ceiriawg  oni 
dorres  Owain  a  Chadwaladyr 
Ruddlan,  dwy  flynedd. 


From  the  fight  of 
Tal  Moelvre  to  the 
taking  of  the  hof- 
tages  in  the  wood 
of  Ceiriog,  8  years. 

From  the  battle 
of  the  wood  of  Ceir¬ 
iog  to  the  fack- 
ing  of  Ruddlan,  by 
Owen  and  Cadwal¬ 
ader,  2  years. 

Or 


*  A  year  is  loft  from  one  af  the  intervals  between  the  acceftion  of 
and  the  death  of  Rufus,  confequently  there  is  an  error  of  one  year  i 
two  preceding  dates. 


8  *1132 


1133 


6  1 139 


20  1159 


8  1167 


2  1169 

From 

the  conqueror 
i  this,  and  the 
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Or  pan  dorres  Ruddlan  oni 
fu  farw  Ywain,  pum  mlynedd. 


O  wyl  Clemens  hyd  yn  nos 
ynyd,  gyd  a  blwyddyn,  y  bu 
farw  Cadwaladyr  vvedi  Owain. 


Or  pan  fu  farw  Ywain  oni 
aned  Llywelyn  ap  Iorwerth, 
dwy  flynedd  a  hanner. 


Or  pan  aned  Llywelyn  oni  las 
Ywain  ap  Madawg  ar  ymladd 
Gwern  y  Finogl,  pedair  blynedd 
ar  ddeg. 


Or  pan  las  Ywain  ap  Madawg 
hyd  haf  y  Gwyddyl,  faith  mly¬ 
nedd. 


Y  flwyddyn  rhagwyneb  y  bu 
frwydr  y  Coetanau  :  y  drvdedd 
flwyddyn  y  bu  farw  Rhodri  fab 
Ywain. 


O  haf*  y  Gwyddyl  hyd  Gaftell 
Paen,  pum  mlynedd :  ar  gauaf 

rhag- 


From  the  facking 
of  Ruddlan  to  the 
death  of  Owen,  5 
years. 

Cadwralader  died 
after  Owen  one  year 
beiides  from  Cle¬ 
ment’s  Eve  to 
Shrovetide. 

From  the  death 
of  Owen  to  the 
birth  of  Lywelyn, 
thefon  of  Iorwerth, 
two  years  and  a  half  2  1176 

From  the  birth 
of  Lywelyn  to  the 
time  when  Owen 
the  fon  of  Madog 
was  flain,  in  the 
battle  of  Gwern  y 
Vinogl,  14  years.  14  1190 

J 

From  the  death 
of  Owen,  the  fon 
of  Madog,  to  the 
fummer  of  the  Irijh 
7  years.  7  1 197 

j 

The  preceding 
year  happened  the 
battle  of  the  Coet¬ 
anau.  The  third 
year  died  Rodri  the 
fon  of  Owen. 

From  the  fummer 
of  the  Irifh  to 

(the 
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*  s  'i  * 

rhagwyneb  y  torres  Llywelyn  y 
Wyddgrug. 


Dwy  flynedd  wedi  Cabell 
Paen  y  bu  farw  GrafFudd  ap 
Cynan. 

.  .  *  » 

Y  flwyddyn  wedi  marw  Gruf- 
fudd  ap  Cynan  y  bu  farw  Dafydd 
ap  Owain. 


Or  pan  fu  farw  Dafydd  ap 
Ywain  oni  waharddwyd  offer- 
ennau  dros  Loegyr  a  Chymry,  o 
annyundeb  leuan  frenhin  ac 
Ybyfn  archefgob  Caint,  pum 
mlynedd. 


Ar  gwahardd  hwnnw  a  fu 
faith  mlynedd  dros  Loegyr  a 
phump  dros  Gymry. 


Yn  y  flwyddyn  nefaf  ir 
gyffefin  flwyddyn  y  gwahardd- 

wyd 


(the  taking  of)  Pains 
Cable,  5  years. The 
preceding  year  Ly- 
welyn  debroyed 
Mold.  5  1202 

Two  years  after 
the  taking  of  Pains 
Cable  diedGruffudd 
ap  Conan*.  2  1204? 

The  next  year 
after  the  death  of 
Gruffudd  ap  Conan 
died  David  the  fon 
of  Owen.  1  1205 

From  the  death 
of  David  the  fon  of 
Owen,  to  the  inter¬ 
diction  of  mafs  over 
England  and  W ales, 
in  confequence  of 
the  difagreement  of 
King  John  and  Ste¬ 
phen  Archbifhopof 
Canterbury,  5  years  5  1210 

And  that  inter¬ 
diction  continued  7 
years  over  England, 
and  5  years  over 
Wales. 

The  year  next 
fucceeding  the  firb 

year 


*  Gruffudd,  I  imagine,  was  the  fon  of  Cynan,  the  fon  of  Owen  Gwynedd^ 
The  great  Gruffudd  ap  Conan,  prince  of  North  Wales,  died  in  the  year  1137, 
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wyd  offerennau  dros  Loegr  a 
Chymry,  ydcl  aeth  Llywelyn 
ap  Iorwertha  Howel  ap  GrufF- 
udd  gyd  ag  Ieuan  frenhin 
Lloegr  i  Rufain,  i  ddaroRwng 
y  Brenhin  i  Ieuan  frenhin 
Lloegr. 


Nos  wyl  Simon  a  Judas  yn  y 
flwyddyn  honno  y  daeth  yfliw- 
art  llys  brenhin  Llychlyn,  Her- 
a!t  Pig  oedd  ei  enw,  a  chwech 
herwlong  gantaw,  hyd  yn  Llan- 
faes,  ac  yfpeiliaw  y  dref  ai 
llofgi,  ac  y  Has  Heralt  Pig  ai 
oreugwyr. 


Y  Rwyddyn  rhagwyneb  ydd 
aeth  Ieuan  frenhin  i  Iwerddon, 
ac  y  daeth  RondwlfF  iarli  Caer 
i  Deganwy  yn  erbyn  Ieuan 
frenhin. 


A.  D. 

year  of  the  inter-  1211 

didlion  of  the  mafs 

over  England  and 

Wales,  Lvwelvn, 

the  fon  of  Iorwerth, 

and  Howel,  the  fon 

of  GrufFudd,  went 

to  Rome  with  John 

King  of  England, 

that  the  king  might 

do  homage  to  John 

King  of  England. 

On  the  eve  of  St. 

Simon  and  Jude  that 
year,  the  King  of 
Lochlyn’s  Reward 
of  the  palace,  Heralt 
Pig  (Harold  the  Big) 
by  name,  came  to 
Llanvaes,  with  Fix 
pirate  lliips,  and 
pillaged  and  burned 
the  town,  and  He¬ 
ralt  Pig  and  his  prin¬ 
cipal  officers  were 
Rain. 

The  fame  year 
King  John  went 
to  Ireland,  and 
Randulph,  earl  of 
Chefter,  went  to 
Teganwy,  againfl 
King  John. 


% 

Y 
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THE  ROMANTIC  TALES 

CALLED 

MABINOGION,  or  JUVENILE  AMUSEMENTS. 
Continued  from  volume  /.  page  187. 


Mabinooi  I. 

*  REIG  LG  W  A  IT  H  yt  oet 
Pwyll  yn  Arberth,  privlys 
itaw,  a  gwlet  darparedig  itaw, 
ac  i  niverot  mawr  o  wyr  y 
gydac  ev ;  a  gwedy  y  bwy.ta 
cyotav,  cyvodi  i  orymdaith  a 
oruc  Pwyll ;  a  chyrchu  pen 
gorfet  a  oet  uwchlaw  y  llys,  a 
eKvid  Gorfet  Arberth.—  A rg- 
Iwyt !  heb  un  o’r  llys,  cynnetyv 
yr  orfet  yw,  pa  dylyeda~wc  by- 
nac  a  eifleto  arni,  nid  a  otiyno 
heb  un  o’r  deu  beth  ai  cymmriw 
•  ai  archolleu,  neu  ynteu  a  welei 
ryvetawd. 


Nyd  oes  arnavi  ovyn  cael 
cymmriw  neu  archolleu  yn  plith 
hyn  o  niver;  ryvetawd  hagen 
da  oet  genyv  pei  as  gwelwii. 
Mi  a  av  i’r  orfet  i  eiftet.  Eiftet 

a  wnaeth 


Juvenile  Amusement  I. 

PON  a  certain  day  Pwyll 
was  at  Arberth,  a  princi¬ 
pal  palace  belonging  to  'him, 
where  he  had  a  banquet  pre¬ 
pared  for  himfelf,  and  for  a 
great  number  of  men  in  his  re¬ 
tinue  ;  and  after  the  hr  ft  repaft, 
Pwyll  rofe  up  to  take  a  walk  ; 
and  he  repaired  to  the  top  of  a 
mote-hill  %  that  was  above  the 
palace,  which  wras  called  the 
Prehdencv  of  Arberth. — Sir  ! 
Paid  one  of  the  court,  the  nature 
of  this  fupreme  feat  is  fuch,  that 
whatfoever  nobleman  (hall  fit 
upon  it,  he  (hall  not  go  from 
thence,  without  either  of  the 
two  things,  a  hurt  or  wounds, 
or  elfe  he  fhall  fee  a  miracle. 

I  am  not  afraid  of  receiving 
a  hurt  or  wound,  amongft  fuch 
a  retinue  as  this ;  as  to  a  miracle 
I  fhould  be  glad  if  I  were  to  fee 
one.  I  will  go  in  and  fit  on 

this 


*  Gorfet  (gorfethe)  is  the  word  in  the  original,  which  literally  means  a  fupreme  feat. 
The  term  wa's  applied  to  the  fittings  of  a  court  of  judicature,  as  well  as  to  the  con¬ 
ventions  of  the  bards,  both  of  which  ufed  to  be  upon  eminences,  in  the  open  air. 
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a  wnaeth  ar  yr  orfet :  Ac  val  y 
bytant  yn  eiftet  hwynt  a  welynt 
vvraig  ar  varch  canwelw  mawr 
aruchel,  a  gwifc  curaid  ilathraid 
amdanei,  yn  dyvod  ar  hvd  y 
brivfort  a  geitei  o’r  orfet.  Cer- 
ted  arav  gwaftad  oet  gan  y 
march,  ar  vryd  y  neb  a’i  gwelei, 
ac  yn  dyvod  yn  ogyvuwch  a’r 
orfet. 


Ha  wyr  !  heb  y  Pwyll,  a  oes 
o  honach  chwi  a  adnapo  y 
Varchoges  rhaco  ?  Nag  oes, 
arglwyt,  heb  hwynt.  Aed  un, 
heb  ynteu,  yn  ei  herbyn  i  wybod 
pwy  vo.  Una  gyvodes  i  vynyt : 
a  pan  daeth  yn  ei  herbyn  i’r 
fort,  neud  athoet  hi  heibiaw ; 
ei  hymlid  a  wnaeth,  val  y  gailei 
gyntav  o  pedeftrig  ;  a  phei  vwy- 
av  vei  ei  vrys  ev,  pellav  vytei 
hitheu  ywrthaw  ev.  A  phan 
welas  na  thygiai  itaw  ei  hymlid 
ymchwelyd  a  oruc  at  Pwyll,  a 
dywedyd  wrthaw,  arglwyt,  heb 
ev,  ni  thycia  i  bedeftyr  yn  y 
byd  ei  hymlid  hi.  Ie,  heb 
ynteu ;  dos  i’r  llys  a  chymer  y 
march  cyntav  a  welvch,  a  dos 
rhagod  yn  ei  hoi. 


Y  march  a  gymerth,  ac  rhag~ 
taw  y  daeth  ;  a  maeftir  gwaftad 

a  gav- 


323 

this  elevated  feat.  He  did  lit 
upon  the  feat  of  prefidency : 
And  as  they  were  fitting,  they 
beheld  a  woman  upon  a  pale 
horfe,  great  and  very  high, 
having  on  her  a  garment  glit¬ 
tering  with  gold,  who  was 
coming  along  the  main  road, 
which  led  from  the  mote- hill. 
A  flow  and  even  pace  the  horfe 
appeared  to  have,  in  the  opinion 
of  thofe  who  faw  him,  and 
coming  in  the  diredtion  of  the 
mote-hill. 

Ah  my  friends  !  faid  Pwyll, 
is  there  one  of  you  that  knows 
who  this  ladv  mav  be  ?  There 

J  j 

is  not,  fir,  replied  they.  Let 
one  go  then,  faid  he,  to  meet 
her,  and  learn  who  fhe  is.  One 
role  up :  and  no  fooner  had  he 
come  oppofite  to  her  in  the  road 
but  hie  palled  by ;  he  purfued 
her  as  fall  as  he  was  able  on 
loot;  and  the  more  might  be 
his  hafle,  the  farther  would  Ihe 
appear  from  him.  And  when 
he  faw  it  would  not  avail  him 
to  follow  her,  he  returned  back 
to  Pwyll,  and  faying  to  him. 
Sir,  it  will  be  ufelefs  for  any 
perfon  in  the  world  on  foot  to 
purfue  her.  Aye  ?  faid  he  then: 
Go  to  the  palace,  and  take  the 
fir  ft  horfe  that  thou  {halt  fee, 
and  go  thy  way  after  her. 

The  horfe  he  took,  and  for¬ 
ward  he  went ;  and  lie  found  a 

Y  2  level 
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a  gavas  J  ac  ev  a  dangofes  yr 
yfbarduneu  i’r  march;  a  phei 
vwyav  y  llatei  ev  y  march, 
pellav  vytei  hitheu  ywrthaw  ev. 
Yr  un  gerted  a  dechreuafei  hi¬ 
theu  yt  oet  arnaw ;  ei  varch  ev 
a  ballwys  ;  a  phan  wybu  ev  ar 
ei  varch  pallu  ei  bedefirig, 
ymchwelyd  hyd  y  lie  yt  oet 
Pwyll  a  wnaeth. 

Arglwyt,  heb  ev,  ni  thycia  i 
neb  ymlid  yr  unbenes  rhaco  ! 
Ni  wytwn  i  varch  gynt  yn  y 
cyvoeth  no  hwn ;  ac  ni  thycia 
i  mi  ei  hymlid  hi.  Ie,  heb  y 
Pwyll ;  mae  yno  ryw  yftyr  hud: 
Awn  parth  a’r  llys.  I’r  llys  y 
doethant ;  a  theruliaw  y  dyt 
hwnw  a  wnaethant ;  a  threuiiaw 
hyny  o’r  dyt  nefav  yn  i  oet 
amfer  myned  i  vwyta.  A  gwedi 
y  bwyta  cyntay — Ie,  heb  ynteu 
Pwyll,  ni  awn  yr  un  niver  y 
buam  doe  i  ben  yr  orfet :  a 
thydij  heb  ev*  with  un  oh 
vacwyeid,  dwg  genyt  y  march 
cyntav  a  wypych  yn  y  inaes.  A 
hyny  a  wnaeth  y  macwy:  yr 
orfet  a  gyrchafant,  a’r  march 
gantynt. 


Ac  val  y  bytynt  yn  eiftet, 
hwynt  a  welynt  y  wraic  ar  yr 
un  march,  a’r  un  wife  amdanei, 
yn  dyvod  yr  un  fort.  Llyma* 

heb 


level  open  ground ;  and  he  put 
the  fpurs  to  the  horfe  ;  and  the 
more  he  cut  the  horfe,  the  far¬ 
ther  would  fhe  then  be  from 
him.  The  fame  pace,  which 
flie  began  with,  fhe  {fill  con¬ 
tinued  :  His  horfe  failed ;  and 
when  he  difeovered  of  his  horfe 
that  he  failed  in  his  feet,  he  re¬ 
turned  back  to  the  place  where 
Pwyll  was. 

Sir,  faid  he,  it  will  not  avail 
any  one  to  purfue  yonder  lady  ! 
I  know  no  fwifter  horfe  than 
this  in  the  kingdom ;  and  it  is 
of  no  ufe  for  me  to  purfue  her. 
Aye?  faid  Pwyll;  there  mull  be 
fome  kind  of  illufion  in  it :  let 
us  go  towards  the  palace.  To 
the  palace  they  came  ;  and  they 
palled  away  that  day ;  and  to 
the  time  of  going  to  eat  was 
fpent  of  the  next  day.  And, 
alter  the  firft  repaid — — Come 
then*  faid  Pwyll,  we  will  go 
the  fame  number  that  we  were 
yederday  to  the  top  of  the  mote- 
hill  :  and  do  thou,  faid  he  to 
one  of  his  pages,  bring  with 
thee  the  fleeted:  horfe  that  thou 
knoweff  in  the  field.  And  the 
page  did  lo  ;  the  mote-hill  they 
approached,  having  the  horfe 
with  them. 

And  as  they  were  fitting,  they 
perceived  the  woman  upon  the 
fame  horfe,  drefled  in  the  fame 
garment,  and  coming  the  fame 

way. 
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heb  y  Pwyll,  y  varehoges  doe  ! 
Byt  barot  was,  heb  ev,  i  wybod 
pwy  yw  hi.  Arglwyt,  heb  ev, 
mi  a  wnav  hyny  yn  llawen : 
Ar  hyny  y  varehoges  y  doeth 1 
gyverbyn  ac  wynt. 


way-.  Behold,  faid  Pwyll,  the 
female  chevalier  of  yeflerday  ! 
Be  prepared,  young  man,  faid 
he,  to  learn  who  hie  is.  Sir, 
replied  he,  I  will  chearfully  do 
that :  thereupon  the  female  che¬ 
valier  came  oppofite  to  them. 


Sev  a  oruc  y  maewy  yna 
efcynu  ar  ei  varch;  a  chyn 
darvod  itaw  ymgyweiriaw  yn  ei 
gyvrwy,  neur  ryndoet  hi  heib- 
iaw  ;  a  chymiull  y  rhyngtynt, 
amgen  vrys  certed  nid  oet  genti 
hi  no’r  dyt  gynt.  Ynteu  a  gy- 
merth  rygig  y  gan  ei  varch ;  ac 
ev  a  debygei  er  araved  y  certei 
ei  varch  yr  ymortiwetei  a  hi ; 
a  hyny  ni  thyciai  itaw;  ellwng 
ei  varch  a  oruc  wrth  a  vynei. 
Nid  oet  ev  nes  iti  yna  no  chyn 
bei  ar  gam ;  a  phei  vwyav  y 
llatei  ev  ei  varch  pellav  a  vytei 
hitheu  ywrthaw  ev  ;  a’i  cherted 
hitheu  nid  oet  vwv  no  chynt. 
Cany  welas  ev  tygiaw  itaw  ei 
hymlid,  ymchwely  a  wnaeth 
hyd  y  lie  yt  oet  Pwyll. 


Immediately  on  this  the  young 
man  mounted  his  horfe ;  and 
before  he  had  quite  placed  him- 
lelf  rightly  on  his  faddle,  lo  hie 
was  pahing  by  ;  and  in  drawing 
towards  them  hie  appeared  only 
to  go  on  the  fame  walking  pace 
as  on  the  former  day.  He  alfo 
got  his  horfe  to  amble;  and  he 
imagined,  though  his  horfe  went 
fo  howly,  that  he  fhould  come 
up  with  her ;  but  in  this  he 
could  not  fucceed ;  he  then  p*ave 
fall  fcope  to  his  horfe.  He  was 
not  the  nearer  to  her  than  when 
going  hep  by  hep ;  and  the 
more  he  cut  his  horfe,  the  far¬ 
ther  would  hie  be  from  him  ; 
yet  her  pace  was  not  quicker 
than  before.  Since  he  faw  it 
djd  not  profper  for  him  to  pur- 
fue  her,  he  returned  t q  the  place 
where  Pwyll  remained. 


Arglwyt,  heb  ev,  nid  oes 
allu  gan  y  march  amgen  noc  y 
weleih  ti.  Mi  a  weleis,  heb 
ynteu  ;  ni  thycia  i  neb  ei  herlid 
hi ;  ac,  y  rhov  i  a  Duw  !  heb 
ey,  yt  oet  neges  iti  wrth  ra’i 
oh'  macs  hwn :  peigatei  wrth 

Pwyll 

J 


Sir,  faid  he,  the  horfe  has  no 
power  otherwife  than  what  thou 
hah  feen.  I  have  perceived  it, 
faid  the  other  ;  it  will  be  of  no 
life  for  anv  one  to  follow  her  ; 

j 

and,  between  me  and  God  !  faid 
lie,  fhe  had  byfinefs  to  commur 

Y  3 
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Pwyll  iti  ei  dywedyd  !  A  ni 
awn  parth  a’r  11  ys :  i’r  llys  y 
doethant;  a  threuliaw  y  nos 
honno  a  wnaethant  drwy  gerteu 
a  chyvetach,  val  y  bu  lonyt 
gantynt ;  a  thranoeth  dyvyru  y 
dvt  a  wnaethant  yni  oet  amfer 
myned  ivwyta;  a  phan  darvu 
itynt  y  bwyd,  Pwyll  a  dywawd, 
mae’r  nlver  y  buam  ni  doe  ac 
echdoe  ymhen  yr  orfet  ?  Llyraa, 
arglwyt,  heb  wynteu.  Awn, 
heb  ev,  i’r  orfet  i  eiftet :  a  thi- 
theu,  hebev,  wrthwasei  varch, 
cyvrwya  vy  march  yn  da,  a 
dabre  ac  ev  i’r  fort,  a  dwg  vy 
yfbardunau  genyt:  y  gwas  a 
wnaeth  bynny. 


Byvod  i’r  orfet  a  orugant  i 
eiftet:  Ni  buant  haiach  o  encyt 
yno  oni  welynt  y  varchoges  yn 
dyvod  yr  un  fort,  ac  yn  un 
anfawt,  ac  yn  un  gertect.  Ha, 
was  !  heb  y  Pwyll,  mi  a  wclav 
y  varchoges  yn  dyvod:  Moes 
vy  march.  Ac  nyt  cynt  y  dif- 
cyn  ev  ar  ei  varch,  noc  yt  a 
hitheu  hebdaw  ev.  Tori  yn  ei 
hoi  a  oruc  ev,  a  gadel  ei  varch 
drythyll  llamfachus  i  gerted  ;  ac 
ev  a  debwei  ar  vr  ail  cam  neu’r 

j  <D  J 

trydyt  y  gordiwetei :  nyd  oet 

nes 


nicate  to  fomebody  in  this  field  : 
would  fhe  but  let  it  be  declared 
to  Pwyll !  Well,  we  will  go 
towards  the  palace  :  to  the  pa¬ 
lace  they  came  ;  and  they  pafted 
away  that  night  in  fongs  and 
feftivity  in  the  way  that  was 
mo  ft  agreeable  to  them  ;  and 
when  the  morning  was  come, 
they  fpent  the  day  until  it  was 
time  to  go  to  eat ;  and  when 
they  had  finifhed  the  repaft, 
Pwyll  faid,  where  is  the  num¬ 
ber  of  us,  who  were  yefterday, 
and  the  day  before,  on  the  top 
of  the  mote-hill  ?  Behold  they 
are  here,  fir,  replied  they.  Let 
us  go,  faid  he,  to  the  feat  of 
prefidency  to  fit :  And  thou, 
faid  he  to  the  page  who  took 
care  of  his  horfe,  faddle  my 
horfe  well,  and  lead  him  into 
the  road,  and  bring  my  fpurs 
with  thee :  the  page  did  fo. 

They  came  to  the  feat  of 
prefidency  to  fit :  they  were 
fcarcely  a  moment  there,  but 
they  beheld  the  female  chevalier 
coming  the  fame  way,  and  in 
the  fame  guife,  and  with  the 
fame  pace.  Hie,  boy !  faid 
Pwyll,  I  fee  the  woman  coming: 
give  me  my  horfe.  And  no 
fooner  had  he  mounted  on  his 
horfe,  but  fhe  wras  pafting  by 
him.  He  cut  after  her,  and 
gave  his  vigorous  and  prancing 
freed  his  courfe ;  and  he  ima- 
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nes  hagen  iti  no  chynt.  Ei 
varch  a  gymhellawt  o’r  certed 
mwyav  a  oet  ganthaw ;  a  gwel- 
ed  a  wnaeth  na  diyciai  itaw 
ei  hymlid ;  yna  y  dywawd 
Pvvyll - - 


gined  that,  on  the  fecond  pace 
or  the  third,  he  Ihould  overtake 
her :  he  was  not  the  nearer  ne- 
verthelefs  than  before.  His 
horfe  lie  put  upon  the  greateft 
fpeed  in  his  power  ;  and  he  per¬ 
ceived  that  it  would  be  of  no 
ufe  for  him  to  follow  her  ;  then 
Pwyll  laid,  - 


The  mamfcript  from  whence  Jo  much  of  the  Story  is  taken ,  has 
not  got  the  remainder:  Perhaps  fome  correfpondent  may  have  a 
complete  copy  of  it;  and  who ,  as  a  well-wijher  to  the  Cambrian 
Regifier ,  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  Jend  the  conclufion  for  the  next 
volume,. 
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THE  ANCIENT  LAWS  OF  WALES. 

Continued from  VoJ.  I.  Page  238. 

Ki„i  .  f  .  •  J  i ..  ~  •  i 


Jhe  Order  of  the  Laws  cf  the  Court,  given  in  the  preceding  Volume 
of  the  Regifler,  agrees  pretty  nearly  with  the  Clafff  cation ,  obfer li¬ 
able  in  the  Cede  publifhed  by  hVotton,  and  in  the  PVelfh  School  Manu- 
jeript  but  the  copy ,  from  which  this  text  is  made ,  ceafes  to  have 
that  good  arrangement  in  the  fubfequent  parts  of  it,  fo  that  a  regular 
collation  with  thofe  copies  is  not  practicable  any  farther*'  ;  however , 
comparisons  between  particular  paffages  are  given,  wherever  any 
necefjity  appears  for  fo  doing,  without  interfering  with  the  plan  of 
publijhlng  other  copies  of  the  IVelfh  Laws,  in  future  volumes  of  the 

Re  gift  er. 


PUNT  yw  gvverth  lletuegin 
brenhines.  Punt  ywgwerth 
peir  brenhin.  Pedeir  arhugeint 
yw  gwerth  ygigwein.  Trugein 
atal  callaur  breuhyr  imor.  kein- 
yawc  ygigwein.  Dec  arnugemt 
gwerth  callawr  taeauc.  xi. 
atal  ygikwein 


Yny  bwvnt  ygyd,  Effeiryad 
teulv,  ar  diftein,  ar  ygnad  llys. 

Brcint 


A  POUND  is  the  value  of 
the  favourite  animal  of 
the  queen.  A  pound  is  the  va¬ 
lue  of  the  king’s  cauldron. 
Twenty-four-pence  is  the  price 
of  his  liefh  fork.  Three-fcore 
pence  is  the  value  of  a  baron’s 
kettle ;  four-pence  his  liefh  fork. 
Thirty-pence  is  the  price  of  a 
boor’s  kettle ;  2d.  is  the  value  of 
his  flefh  fork. 

Where  there  are  together,  the 
dome  flic  chaplain,  and  the  Rew¬ 
ard 


*  This  abridgement  of  the  laws  has  much  of  the  appearance  of  having  been  a  common 
place  collection,  made  by  feme  old  Welfh  lawyer,  for  his  own  ufe  j  as  it  is  not  eafdy 
accounted  for  otherwile,  why  the  divifions  into  books  and  chapters,  and  the  regular 
arrangement  of  the  different  articles  Ihould  ha1,  c  been  omitted. 
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Breint  llys  avyd  yno,  vn  abfen 
y  brenhin. 


Pan  vynho,  ybrenhin  kerd, 
caned  ypenkerd  deu  ganv,  vn  or 
duw  ac  arall  or  pennaethev, 


Pan  vynho  yvrenhines  kerd  yn 
yr  yftauell,  caned  ybard  teulv 
teirawdyl  ogamlan  yndilfonrac 
tervyfc  ar  teulv. 


Kenev  gellgi  brenhin  tra  vo 
caead  ylygeid,  pedeir  arhugeint 
atal.  Yny  ginlluft,  unarbymthec 
arhugeint  atal.  Ynofer  hely, 
hanner  punt  atal.  Pan  vo 
kyfrwys  punt  atal.  Milgi  brenhin 
hanner  punt  atal.  Ynwerth  gellgi 
brehyr  amilgi  brenhin  yw  ba- 
ryvvbynnac  vo.  Kenev  tayawc 
or  dechrev  hyd  diwed,  mi. 
keinyauc  cotta  atal.  Coftauc 
kyd  boed  ybrenhin  bieufo  nythal 
namyn,  mi.  keinyauc  cotta. 
Obyd  bugeil  ki  hagen  eidyon 
kyhyd  ygorn  ae  yfcyvarn  atal. 
Od  amheuir  yvod  velly,  tynghed 
yperchennauc  achymydauc  vch 
drws,  ac  arall  is  drws  yvyned 
ymlaen  yr  yfgrybyl  ybore,  a- 
chadw  yr  olyeid  ynos.  Ki  call- 
awed  olledir  pellach  no  nawcam 

ywrth  yty  nythelir.  Pan  dalher 

hagen, 


ard  of  the  houfehold,  and  the 
judge  of  the  palace,  there  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  court  lhall  be,  in 
the  abfence  of  the  king. 

I  *  * 

When  the  king  has  a  defirc 
for  poetry,  let  the  chief  of  fong 
ling  two  fongs :  one  addreffed  to 
God,  and  the  other  to  the  chief-* 
tains. 

When  the  queen  willies  for 
poetry,  in  the  chamber,  let  the 
domed: ic  bard  ling  three  verfes 
concerning  Camlan,  in  a  low 
voice,  led:  the  family  Ihould  be 
difturbed. 

A  king’s  buck-hound  whelp, 
his  value  is  twenty-four-pence, 
whild:  his  eyes  are  lliut;  in  his 
kennel  thirty- fix-pence  is  the 
value;  whild:  he  vaguely  hunts 
half  a  pound  is  his  value ;  when 
he  is  well-trained  his  value  is 
a  pound.  A  king’s  grey-hound, 
his  value  is  half  a  pound.  Of 
the  fame  value  is  a  baron’s  buck- 
hound  as  a  king’s  grey-hound, 
of  whatever  kind  he  may  be.  A 
whelp  belonging  to  a  boor,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end,  is  wrorth 
4  Ihort  pence.  A  cur,  though 
it  Ihould  belong  to  the  king,  is 
worth  no  more  than  4  Ihort 
pence.  Should  he,  never- 
thelefs,  be  a  fhepherd’s  dog,  he 
is  worth  a  bead-,  whole  horn 
and  ear  are  of  the  fame  length. 

O 

Should  it  be  doubted  whether  he 


is 
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hagen,  iinor.  arugeint  yw  y- 
werth.  Nyd  oes  gwerth  kyfreith 
arvitheiad.  Ypeth  ny  bo  gwerth 
kyfreithiawl  arnavv  damdwng 
agefBr  ohonaw. 


i 

Eneb  alado  kylheic  brenhin 
talhed  tribnhin  camlwrw  geff* 

1  o 

evin  adelir  amdanaw,  Deudec 
golwyth  brenhinawl  ageffir 
yndaw.  Tavawd,  tri  golwyth 
ymwnwgyl,  Kymhybev,  Gallon, 
Deulwyn,  Yarhyd,  Turnon, 
Hydkyliev,Herwth,Afv,Tribvin 
camlwrw  adelir  dros  bop  vn  or 
golwythyon  hynny.  Deudeg 
rnvw  adeliir  dros  kylleic  brenhin, 
namyn  owyl  giric  hyd  wyl  kalan 
gayaf.  Odyna  ny  byd  golwyth 
kyfureith  yndaw. 


Olledir  carw  brenhin  vn  dref 
breyr  ybore.  Cad  wed  ef  ycarw 

hyd 


is  fo,  let  his  owner,  and  a  neigh¬ 
bour  of  the  door  above  and  ano¬ 
ther  of  the  door  below,  fwear 
that  he  has  gone  before  the  cat¬ 
tle  in  the  morning,  and  to  have 
guarded  the  hindmoft  ones  at 
night.  A  dog  of  a  Braying  dif- 
pofition,  fhould  he  be  killed  nine 
paces  from  the  houfe  fhall  not 
be  paid  for.  When,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  he  is  to  bb  paid  for,  twen¬ 
ty-four-pence  is  his  price.  There 
is  no  price  in  law  upon  a  beagle : 
what  has  no  lawful  price  upon 
it,  a  fpecial  oath  fhall  be  had 
refpefting  it. 

Whoever  kills  a  king’s  deer 
in  feafon,  let  him  pay  three  kine: 
as  a  common  compenfation  fine 
(hall  be  paid  for  it.  Twelve 
royal  pieces  fhall  be  had  there¬ 
from;  the  tongue,  three  pieces 
of  the  neck,  the  entrails,  the 
heart,  the  two  loins,  the  fhoulder, 
tire  haunch,  the  breaft,  the  ftrait 
gut,  and  the  liver.  Three  kine 
of  compenfation  fine  fhall  be 
paid  for  each  of  thofe  pieces. 
Twelve  kine  is  paid  for  the 
whole  of  the  king’s  deer  in  fea¬ 
fon.  There  is  no  king’s  deer  irx 
feafon  but  from  the  feftival  of 
Ciric  to  the  feftival  of  the  firft 
of  November:  afterwards  there 
fhall  not  be  any  lawful  pieces 
therein. 

If  a  king’s  flag:  fhall  be  killed 
in  the  grounds  of  a  baron  in  the 

morning, 
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hyd  hanner  did.  Ac  ony  doant 
ykynydyon  yna  raned  ybreyr 
ykic  eithyr  llithyaw  ycwn,  ar 
chwarthawl  ol  ar  croen  ar  own 
ganthaw  adref.  Ac  ony  doant 
ykynydyon  ynos  honno,  kym- 
ered  ef  ykic  oil.  Abid  ycroen  yr 
kynydyon.  Os  amheuher  dyd 
ylledir,  cadwed  ef  y  carw  hyd 
ynos.  ac  ony  doant  ykynydyon 
yna  gwnaed  mal  am  yr  vn  gynt. 
Os  gan  ynos  ylledir  tanhed 
ybreyr  yvantellarnaw  hydybore, 
ac  yna  gwnaed  mal  amyrei  gynt. 
Obyd  hely  gellgwn  ybreyr  arhoed 
ef  hyd  pan  ellyngho  kynydyon 
ybrenhin  teir  gweith,  ac  odyna 
ellynghed  yntev.  Pwybynnac 
alado  hvd.  Roded  chwarthaur 

j 

tir  eithyr  hyd  brenhin.  Kany 
byd  chwarthawr  tir  yhyd  ybren¬ 
hin.  Ogwyl  dyn  gwyftvil,  yar 
yford  ymewn  foreft.  Byryed 
ef  ac  os  brath  ymlided  ef  yllwdyn 
hyd  pan  el  ydan  yolwc,  ac  yna 
gaded  ef  yhunan. 


Fob 


morning,  let  him  keep  the  flag 
until  mid-day ;  and  if  the  huntf¬ 
men  fhall  not  come  by  that  time, 
let  the  baron  divide  the  flefh, 
excepting  what  goes  to  allure 
the  dogs,  and  the  hind  quarter, 
and  the  fkin,  which  he  fhall 
take  home  with  the  does  ;  and  if 
the  huntimen  fhall  not  come 
that  night,  let  him  take  the 
whole  of  the  flefh;  and  let  the 
fkin  be  for  the  huntfmen.  If 
the  day  when  he  was  killed  fhali 
be  doubted,  let  him  keep  the  flag 
until  night;  and  if  the  huntf¬ 
men  fhould  not  come  then,  let 
him  do  as  with  refpect  to  the 
former  one.  If  he  fhould  be 
killed  at  evening-tide,  let  the  ba¬ 
ron  fpread  his  cloak  over  him 
until  the  morning,  and  then  let 
him  a6t  as  with  refpedf  to  the 
former  ones.  If  there’  fhould 
be  hunting  with  a  baron5s  buck- 
hounds,  let  him  flay  until  the 
king’s  huntfmen  fhall  have  let 
loofe  three  times,  and  then  let 
him  alfo  let  loofe.  Whoever 
kills  a  deer,  let  him  give  a  quar¬ 
ter  diftance,  except  to  the  king’s 
deer,  for  there  fhall  be  no  quar¬ 
ter  diftance  to  the  deer  of  the 
king.  If  a  man  fhall  fee  a  wild 
beaft,  let  him  caft  at  it;  and  if 
he  fhall  wound  it,  let  him  pur- 
fue  the  animal,  until  he  fhall 
bring  it  under  his  fight,  and  then 
let  him  leave  it  alone. 

Every 
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Fob  penkerd  adyly  cafFael 
tclyn  ygan  ybrehin.  Fob  dif- 
gybyl  adyly  yenill  ae  benkerd  y- 
traeyanv.  Aphan  el  ydilgybyl 
ywrthaw  y penkerd  adyly  rodi 
telyn  idaw. 

Pwybynnac  abrynho  dim  y- 
marcbnad.  Ny  dyly  geifiyaw 
gwarant  idaw. 

7  .  .  _  j 

Ywen  fant  pvnt  atal  Derwcn 
chweugeint  atal.  Ynep  ae  tyllo 
drwydi  tri  vgeint  adal.  Keing 
vchelvar  trugeint  adal.  Dec 
arhugeinc  adal  pob  keing  arbenic 
yn  yderwen,  Trugein  adal  a- 
uallen  her.  Dec  arugeint  adal 
av alien  fur.  Pymthec  adal  ywen 
coed.  Seit'h  adimei  adal  draenen 
II ii.  keinyauc  adal  pob  pren, 
wedy  hynny, 

.4  *  ' 


Enep  alado  pren  derwen  ar 
ford  ybrenhin  tallied  tri  buhin 
camlwrw  yr  brenhin,  agwerth 
yderwen,  ac  arloiTed  yford  yr 
brenhin.  Aphan  del  ybrenhin 
heihiaw,  cvdyed  von  ypren  a- 
brethyn  vnlliw.  Gdigwyd  pren 
ar  draws  avon  athynv  magleu 
nev  rwydev  ar  ypren,  perchen- 

awc 


Every  chief  mufician  is  en¬ 
titled  to  a  harp  from  the  king. 
Every  difciple  is  entitled  to  his 
gains,  his  principal  having  a 
third :  and  when  tlie  difciple  Ihall 
leave  him,  the  chief  mufician  is 
obliged  to  give  him  a  harp. 

/’  \  _  V: ■ 1  M  I 

Whoever  buys  any  thing  in  a 
market,  he  ought  not  to  procure 
it  warranted. 

A  confecrated  yew,  its  value 
is  a  pound.  An  oak,  its  value  is 
fix  fcore  pence :  whoever  bores 
it  through  fhall  pay  three  fcore 
pence.  A  miftletoe  branch,  its 
value  is  three  fcore  pence.  Thir¬ 
ty-pence  is  the  value  of  every 
principal  branch  in  the  oak. 
Three-fcore-pence  is  the  value 
of  a  fweet  appler-tree.  Thirty- 
pence  is  the  value  of  a  four  ap-r  ■ 
pie-tree.  Fifteen-pence  is  the' 
value  of  a  wood  yew-tree. 
Seven-pence  halfpenny  is  the 
value  of  a  thorn-tree.  Four- 
pence  is  the-yalue  of  every  tree 
after  that. 

Whoever  cuts  down  an  oak; 
tree  in  the  king’s  highway,  let 
him  pay  three  kine,  as  a  com- 
penfation  fine,  to  the  king,  and 
the  value  of  the  oak;  and  let 
him  clear  the  way  for  the  king; 
And,  when  the  king  comes  by, 
let  him  cover  the  flump  of  the 
trey  with  one  coloured  cloth, 

;  .  If 
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awe  bon  ypren  ydyvod  py  du  If  a  tree  fhouldrall  acrofs  a  river* 
bynnac  ybyrhyo  yr  avon  ypren.  and  if  hitches,  or  nets,  be  drawn 

over  the  tree,  the  owner  of  the 
flump  of  the  tree  owns  it,  on 
whichever  fide  of  the  riyer  fhall 
v  caff  the  tree. 


Cledyf  auo  eur  neu  aryant  ar 
ydwrn,  pedeir  arhugeint  adal. 
Cledyf  arall,  xii,  adal.  Taryan 
laffar.  xxiiii,  atal.  Taryan  liw 
ypren.  xii.  Gwaew.  mi. 
Bwyall  enillec,  n.  Kyllell,  I. 
Talgell  achrev  moch  affalt  xxx. 
adal  pob  vn  onadunt.  Mein 
melin,  xxim.  Breuan,  mi. 
Telyn  penkerd  chweugeint,  ychy 
weirgorn  xii.  Telyn  brenhin 
ae  bryccan  ay  tawlbord  haner 
pvnt  adal  pob  vn  ohonimt.  Telyn 
breyr  ay  vryccan  ay  dawlbord 
trugein  ageif  pob  vn  ohonunt. 
Gobennyd  tyle  vgeint  atal. 
Tawlbord  oafgwrn  morvil  tru- 
geint  atal.  Tawlbord  oafgwrn 
I  arall,  xxx.  Tawlbord  ovan- 
hyd,  xx i ii i.  Tawlbord  agorn 
eidyon,  xii,  atal.  Tawlbord 
i  obren,  nilor.  Bwyall  lydan, 
imor.  Bwyall  gynnvd,  II. 
Llawvwyali,  I.  Taradyr  mawr, 
n.  Pemed  daradyr,  j.  Ebill 
I  daradyr  dimei.  Rafgyl  dimei. 

I  Serr,  o.  Kwdldyr,  iinor.  Swch, 
II.  Kledyf,  I.  Gylif,  I.  Keib, 
I  II.  Pal,  I.  Kyman,  I.  Gwellev, 
I.  Crib,  I.  Cabolvaen,  dimei. 
1  Gwdyf,  I.  Billuc,  I.  Paeol  yw, 
I  II  i  i.  Paeol  hellyc,  I.  Paeol 

gwyn 


A  fword,  which  has  gold,  or 
filver,  on  its  hilt,  its  value  is 
twenty-four-pence.  Another 
fword,  its  value  is  .12 A  A  paint¬ 
ed  fhield,  its  value  is  24 d.  A 
fhield  of  the  colour  of  the  wood, 
12 d.  A  fpear,  4 d.  A  battleax, 
2 d.  A  knife,  Id.  A  penthoufe, 
a  pigftye,  and  a  fold,  30/.  is  the 
value  of  each  of  them.  A  mil- 
ftone,  24 d.  A  quern,  4 d.  The 
harp  of  a  chief  mufician,  fix- 
fcore-pence;  its  tuning  key, 
12 d.  A  king’s  harp,  and  his 
gown,  and  his  hackgammon- 
table,  half  a  pound  is  the  value  of 
each  of  them.  Abarcn’sharp,  anil 
his  gown,  and  his  backgammon- 
table,  three-fcore-pence  fhall  be 
allowed  for  each  of  them.  A 
bolfter  of  a  houfe  flead,  its  value 
is  twenty-pence.  A  backgam¬ 
mon- table  of  a  whale -bone,  its 
value  is  three-fcore-pence:  a 
backgammon -table  of  other  bone, 
30 d.  a  backgammon-table  of  a 
hart’s  horn,  24 d.  A.  backgam¬ 
mon  table  of  the  horn  of  an  ox, 
12 d.  is  its  value ;  a  backgammon- 
table  of  wood,  4 d.  A  broad  axe, 
4 \d.  A  felling  hatchet,  2  d. 
A  hand-hatchet.  Id.  A  great 

augur, 
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gwyn  mangychawc,  I. 
helyc  brin,  i.  Hefgin  yw,  II. 
Hefgin  belie,  i.  cota.  Budei 
fly  baud,  hi  ior.  Budei  wern,  n. 
Kloe,  hi ior.  Clawr  pobi  a- 
dyfgyl  lydan,  achicdylgyl,  a- 
chwman,  i,  adal  pob  vnohonunt. 
Fiol  lyn,  in lor.  _  Kelwra  a- 
menei,  I,  pob  vn  ohonunt.  Padell 
troedawc,  iinor.  Nithlen,  1 1 1 i°r. 
Lledfed,  fyrdling.  Turnen  fyrd- 
lig.  Hwygo  fyrdlig.  Gogyr 
a  Ridill,  keynyawc  pob  vn 
ohonunt.  Keubal,  x  xmi.  Rwyd 
ehogeid,xvi.  Rwydbenllwyd- 
yeid,  vm.  Ballecrwyd,  mi. 
Corwc,  viii.  Pwybynnac  adot- 
to  rwyd  ymewn  auon,  ar  dir 
arall  heb  ganhiad  trayan  ypyfg- 
awd  ageif  y  rwyd  ar  deuparth 
vperchenauc  ytir,  ar  afvon. 


Eneb  atorrho  aradyr  ar  tir  dyn 
arall,  taled  idaw  aradyr  newyd, 

ac 


augur,  2d.  A  gimblet  augur, 
a  halfpenny.  A  flicer,  a 
halfpenny.  A  fickle,  0.  A 
coulter,  4 d.  A  fhare,  2d.  A 
fword,  Id.  A  pincers,  \d. 
A  mattock,  2d.  A  fpade,  Id. 
A  reaping  hook,  1  d.  Shears,  Id. 
A  comb,  Id.  A  polifhingftone, 
a  halfpenny.  A  crow,  Id.  A 
billhook*  Id.  A  yew  pail,  4?d. 
A  willow  pail.  Id.  A  white 
fmall-hooped  pail,  Id.  A  fcanty 
willow  pail,  Id.  A  yew  nog¬ 
gin,  2d.  A  willow  noggin,  Id. 
lhort.  A  Have  churn,  4 d.  An 
alder  churn,  2d.  A  lock,  4 d.  A 
kneading  board,  and  a  broad 
difh,  and  a  meat  difh,  and  a  tray, 
one  penny  is  the  value  of  each 
of  them.  A  drinking  cup,  4 d. 
A  tub,  and  a  trough,  Id.  each 
of  them.  A  pan  with  feet,  4 d. 
A  winnowing  fheet,  4 d.  A  la¬ 
dle,  a  farthing.  A  turning  lath, 
a  farthing.  A  duffel,  a  far¬ 
thing.  A  fieve,  and  a  riddle,  a 
penny  each  of  them.  A  cobble, 
24?d.  A  falmon  net,  1  Gd.  A 
net  for  the  gray-heads,  8 d.  A 
wear  net,  4 d.  A  coracle,  8 d. 
Whoever  fhall  put  a  net  in  a 
river  upon  the  land  of  another 
perfon,  without  his  leave,  the 
third  of  the  fifh  (hall  the  net 
have  ;  and  the  two  parts  fhall  be 
for  the  owner  of  the  land  and 
the  river. 

Whoever  breaks  a  plough  on 
another  perfon’s  land,  let  him 

give 
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ac  araduy  naw  diwyrnawd. 
Gwerth  aradyr  newyd,  n. 
Gwcrth  aradvvy  vii,  dyd  n. 
Mai  hyn  ydyly  ylloghev  dyuod. 
Lloc  yr  amaeth  yngyntaf,  ag- 
wedy  hynny,  lloc  yfweh,  ac 
gvvedy  hynny  lloc  ycwlltyr.  Ac 
odyna lloc  yr  ych  goreu,ac  odyna 
lloc  ycathreawr,  ac  gwedy  hynny 
yr  ychen  oorev  yorev  raghdunt. 

c  t  -  ,-  >  '  .  T  -  -•  ’  j  ,  ■ 


Pob  gwyftyl  adigwyd  ympen 
ynawuet  dyd  eidiyr  ytri  hyn. 
Cwlltyr  achallawr  abwyall  gyn- 
nvd..  Ny  digwydant  byth  kvd 
yfgwyftler.  oed  vn  dyd  ablwy- 
dyn,  yiyd  y  eur  ac  llyfrueu 
i  allurygeu  alleftri  goreureid,  ban 
ygwyftler.  Arveu  eglwys  ny- 
i  dylyir  ey  gwyftlaw.  achyd 
gwy filer  ny  diwygant. 


Kyfreith  benffic  yw.  vdyuod 
i ,  mal  yrocider.  Y  neb  arodo 
benffic  kymered  tyflyon  nev 
wyftyl  ar  y  benffic,  rac  myned 
f  yny  erbyn.  Odeir  yny  erbyn 
|  talher  yn  deudyblyc. 


give  a  new  plough,  and  nine 
days  ploughing,  as  a  reparation. 
The  value  of  a  new  plough,  (ld . 
the  value  of  feven  days  plough¬ 
ing,  2 d.  In  this  way  Ihall  the 
wages  come  ;  the  hufbandman’s 
wages  firft ;  and  after  that  the 
hire  of  the  plough  (hare  ;  and 
after  that,  the  hire  for  the  coul¬ 
ter;  and  theli  the  hire  of  the 
beft  oxen  ;  and  then  the  hire  of 
the  driver  ;  and  then  of  the  oxen 
from  beft  to  beft  regularly 
through  the  whole. 

Every  common  pledge  fhall 
become  forfeited  at  the  end  of 
the  ninth  day  ;  excepting  thefe 
three,  a  coulter,  a  kettle,  and  a 
felling  hatchet,  which  never 
Tall,  though  they  fhould  be 
pledged.  There  is  the  term  of 
a  year  and  a  day  for  gold,  and 
books,  and  corflets,  and  veffels 
gilt  with  gold,  when  they  are 
pledged.  Church  arms  ought 
not  to  be  pledged ;  and  fhould 
they  be  pledged,  rhey  fhall  not 
be  redeemed. 

The  law  of  borrowincr  is. 
that  it  be  returned  in  the  hate  it 
was  given.  He  that  grants  a 
loan,  let  him  take  witneffies,  or 
a  pledge  upon  the  loan,  left 
there  fhould  be  proceeding  a- 
gainft  him :  Should  there  be 
proceeding  againft  him,  let 
there  be  paid  double. 


Enep 


Who- 
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Enep  adakko  da  ydyn  arall, 
kyfureith  yw  dwyn  gawael  yda 
hwnnw  onydiwad.  Ac  ogodi- 
wedir  arnaw  annudon  ay  da, 
talhed  tribuhin  camlwrw  yr 
brenhin* 


Cleis  adricko  trinawuedyd, 
vndiwyn  ac  vn  diwad  vyd  agw- 
aed*  Os  ar  diwad  ybyd.  Rodded 
llw  arydrydyd  owyr  Vn  vreint 
ac  ef.  Ynnawuedid  kyntaf.  Os 
devnaw  ytric,  Rodet  lw  ar 
ybedweryd  owyr  vn  vreint  ac 
ef.  Os  ytrinawuetyd  ytric  ylw 
ar  ybymhed  adyry. 


Un  annivel  aa  o.  mi.  kein- 
yawc  hyd  ympunt  yn  vn  dyd, 
gellgi,  os  pieuvyd  taeawc  ybore, 
mi.  keinyawc  atal.  Ac  orodir 
yvreyr  hanher  pvnt  atal,  os 
brenhin  bieuvyd  kyn  nos  pvnt 
atal. 


Un  dyn  adieing  oledrad  kyu- 
adef  kic  achroen,  anghanawc 
diadlam  ac  alltud,  avo  teirnos 
athridiwyrnawd  bcbweftva  aheb 


Whoever  fhall  take  away 
another  perfon’s  cattle,  the  law 
is,  to  lay  hold  on  fuch  cattle, 
except  he  denies ;  and  if  there 
fhould  be  found  upon  him  per¬ 
jury,  or  the  cattle,  let  him  pay 
three  kine  of  commutation  for 
wrong,  to  the  king* 

A  bruife  that  fhall  continue 
thrice  the  ninth  day,  the  fame 
fatisfadfion,  and  the  fame  denial 
fhall  be  as  for  blood.  If  it  fhall 
be  upon  a  plea  of  denial,  let  the 
party  give  his  tripple  oath  by 
men  of  the  fame  rank  as  him- 
felf,  in  the  firft  ninth  day. 
Should  it  continue  twice  the 
ninth,  let  him  give  an  oath  by 
four  men  of  his  own  rank. 
Should  it  continue  thrice  the 
ninth  day,  an  path  by  five  fhall 
he  give. 

There  is  one  animal,  which 
may  advance  from  four-pence 
to  a  pound  in  the  fame  day :  a 
buckhound,  fhould  he  be  owned 
by  a  boor,  in  the  morning,  his 
value  is  four-pence  ;  and  fhould 
he  be  given  to  a  baron,  his 
value  is  half  of  a  pound ;  if  a 
king  fhould  own  him  before 
night,  his  value  is  a  pound. 

There  is  one  man,  who  fhall 
efcape  from  a  convidted  theft  of 
flefh  and  ikin  :  a  uecefiitous  one 
without  the  right  of  returning 

and 


ANCIENT  LAWS. 


337 


gardawd,  achrwydraw  ohonaw 
teir  tref  anawtei  ymhob  tref, 
ac  yna  yrwng  newyn  gwneuthur 
llcdrad  ohonaw,  Ryd  vyd  ogyf- 
reith. 


Un  dyn  ny  byd  marwty  yty 
kyd  boed  marw  heb  gym  via 
yngnad  llys. 


Oergwymp  galanas  yw,  ollad 
gwr  arall  athalv  yr  alanas  or 
genedyl,  eithyr  ranny  llourvd 
ae  lad  yntev  ogenedyl  arall  heb 
dylyv  dim  idaw,  yran  ef  adyly 
ygenedyl  ydalv.  Ar  gyfureith 
honno  aelwir  yn  oergwymp 
galanas,  Rac  trymhed  colli  ygwr 
athalu  ran  or  alanas. 

'L 


Ynep  adalho  galanas  obyd  ei 
genedyl  oil  yn  vn  wlad  ac  ef, 
kwbyl  dalu  a  dyly  erbvn 
penypytheunos  or  alanas  obyd 
eigenedyl  yntev  ynwafgarauc 
ygwladoed  ereill  llawer  oed 
pytbefnos  ygkyfueir  pob  gwlad 
ageffir. 


and  exiled,  who  fhall  be  three 
nights  and  three  days  without 
lodging  and  without  alms,  after 
having  palled  three  townfhips, 
and  nine  houfes  in  each  town- 
fhip ;  and  then,  impelled  by 
hunger,  if  he  commits  theft,  he 
fhall  be  free  from  the  law. 

One  perfon,  whofe  houfe 
fhall  not  be  hn  efcheat,  though 
he  lliould  die  without  the  fa- 
crament :  A  judge  of  the  pa¬ 
lace. 

The  feVere  inftance  of  fatis- 
fadlion  for  murder  is,  when  a 
man  kills  another,  and  the  kin¬ 
dred  pays  the  compenfation,  ex¬ 
cept  the  (hare  of  the  murderer, 
and  he  is  killed  by  another  fa¬ 
mily,  owing  him  nothing;  his 
fhare  his  kindred  ought  to  pay : 
And,  that  law  is  called  the  fe- 
vere  inftance  of  fatisfadlion  for 

it 

murder,  on  account  of  the  hard- 
fhip  of  lohng  the  perfon,  and 
of  paying  a  part  of  the  com¬ 
penfation. 

He  who  makes  fatisfadlion 
for  murder,  if  his  kindred  be  in 
the  fame  country  with  himfelf, 
he  mull;  pay  the  whole  compen¬ 
fation  before  the  end  of  a  fort¬ 
night  :  If  his  kindred  fhould  be 
fcattered  in  feveral  other  coun¬ 
tries,  the  term  of  a  fortnight 
fhall  be  had  for  every  country. 


Malhyn 


Z 


In 
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Malhyn  ytelir  gwafgar  alanas. 
Punt  yw  ran  brawch  Chweu- 
geint  yw  ran  keuynderw.  Tri- 
vgeint  yr  kyfvyrderw.  Dec 
arhvgeint  yw  ran  neiyeint  mebi- 
ion  kyuyrderw.  Pymthec  yw 
ran  gorchyfnieint.  Seith  adimei 
yw  ran  kifnieinhon.  Nyd  oes 
priawd  ran  na  phriawd  enw  ar 
ach  pellach  no  hynny. 


Rail  tad  o  alanas  yvab  kein- 
yawc.  vn  kyfrcith  yw  yny 
kymerer  kerenhyd,  ac  yny  di- 
watter.  rac  kolli  kerennyd  kein- 
yauc  baladyr  atelir.  Nvtiial 
nep  ogenedyl  ygylyd  farhaed 
gyd  adyn  tra  vo  da  ar  yhelw  ef. 
Odiffic  hagen  yda  ef  yawn  yw 
rannv  gwerth  yfarhaed  ar  yteir 
ach  nefaf  idaw. 


In  this  manner  fi^all  a  divided 
compenfation  for  murder  be 
paid  ;  a  pound  is  the  Biare  of  a 
brother ;  fix  fcore  pence  is  the 
hrare  of  a  couBn ;  three  fcore 
pence  is  the  Biare  of  a  fecond 
couBn  ;  thirty-pence  is  the  Biare 
of  nephews  fons  ot  fecond  cou- 
fins ;  fifteen-pence  is  the  Biare 
of  thofe  of  the  fifth  degree  of 
affinity ;  feven-pence  half-penny 
is  the  Biare  of  thofe  of  the  Bxth 
degree  :  There  is  neither  an  ap¬ 
propriate  Biare,  nor  an  appro¬ 
priate  name  for  reiationBiip  be¬ 
yond  that. 

A  father’s  Biare  of  the  mur- 
der  compenfation  of  his  fen  is  a 
penny.  The  fame  law  has  re- 
fpe£t  to  the  claiming  of  kin-, 
dredj  as  to  the  denial  of  it.  For 
guarding  againR  lofing  kindred, 
a  Bock  penny  Biall  be  paid. 
No  other  one  of  a  family  ihall 
join,  to  pay  a  fine  for  infult, 
with  a  perfon,  whilB  he  has 
any  goods  in  his  poffeBion ;  yet, 
on  account  of  the  infufficiency 
of  his  goods,  it  is  right  to  di¬ 
vide  the  amount  of  infult  fine 
to  be  levied  upon  the  three 
degrees  of  kin  nearefi  to  him. 


Am  Naw  affeith  galanas^,  Concerning  the  nine  abet- 
anaw  affeith  lledrad,  anaw  ments  of  murder,  and  the  nine 

affeith  abet- 

*  It  is  a  curious  circumtfance,  that  this  term  is  adopted  into  the  Scoto-Saxon  laws, 
and  in  the  fame  fenfe  as  it  is  ufed  here.  See  the  word  Gaines,  in  the  Scotiih  law 

books,. 
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afFeitli  galanas.  Vn  ohonunt 
yw  tafuawdrudyaeth  dangos 
ynep  alader.  Eil  yw  kydfynn- 
yaw.  Trydyd  yw  rodi  kynghor. 
Pedweryd  yw  difgwyl.  Pym- 
hed  yw  canhymdeith.  Chwe- 
ched  yw  kyrcliv  ytref  am  ben 
ydyn  aledhid*  Seithved  yw 
yardwyaw.  W ythved  y w  bod 
ynborthordwy  daly  ydyn  fra 
lather.  Nawued  yw  gweled 
ylad  gany  odef. 


Dros  bob  vn  or  tri  kyntaf  y  telir 
nawvgein,  allw  canhwr  ydiwad 
gwaed.  Dros  bop  vn  or  rei  ereill 
y telir  devnawvgein  allw  canwr 
ydiwad  gwaed.  Dros  bop  vn  or 
tri  diwaethaf  ytelir  trinawvgein 
allw  cannwr  ydiwad  gwaed. 


Enep-  adiwatto  coed  amaes, 
Rodet  Uw  dengwyr  adeugein 
heb  gaeth  heb  alltud  athri  ohon¬ 
unt  yndiofredawc  ovarchogaeth 
alliein  agwreic. 

Ynep 


33$ 

abetments  to  theft,  and  the  nine 
abetments  to  arfon.  The  firfb 
are,  the  nine  abetments  to  mur¬ 
der  ;  one  of  them  is  a  redden ino* 

-  o 

of  the  tongue,  or  the  fhewing 
the  one  who  is  to  be  killed  ;  the 
fecond  is  a  confenting  ;  the  third 
is  the  giving  advice  ;  the  fourth 
is  the  being  on  the  look  out; 
the  fifth  is  a  bearing  company  ; 
the  fixth  is  the  repairing  to  the 
place  where  the  perfon  is,  who 
iTiall  be  killed ;  the  feventh  is 
the  drawing  him  into  the  way ; 
the  eighth  is  being  aiding  vio¬ 
lence,  or  holding  the  perfon 
whilft  he  is  flain ;  the  ninth  is 
the  feeing  him  killed,  and  fuf- 
fering  it  to  be  done. 

For  each  of  the  three  £rff  fhall 

be  paid  nine  fcore(pence), and  the 
oath  of  a  hundred  men,  to  difown 
blood ;  for  each  of  the  other 
(three)  fhall  be  paid  twice  nine 
/.core,  and  the  oath  of  a  hun¬ 
dred  men,  to  difown  blood ;  for 
every  one  of  the  three  lafl  fhall 
be  paid  thrice  nine  fcore,  and 
the  oatn  or  an  hundred  men,  to 
deny  blood. 

He  that  fhall  deny  wood  and 
field*-,  let  him  give  the  oath 
or  fifty  men,  without  a  Have, 
without  an  exile,  and  three  of 
them  under  a  vow  of  abffain- 
Z  2  i  ng 


f  Or  that  fhall  pf ove  an  alibi. 
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ing  from  riding  on  horfe- 
back,  from  linen,  and  from 
woman. 


Ynep  aathevo  llofrudyaeth 
tallied  oil  yr  alanas*  Traean  yr 
alanas  adaw  ar  y  llofrud,  ar 
deuparth  arenhiry  ntrithrayan. 
Dwy  ran  atal  kenedyl  ytad,  ar 
tryded  ar  genedyl  yvam. 


Naw  affeith  tan  kyntaf  yw 
kyghori  myned  y  lolgi.  Eil 
yw  duhunaw  am  yilofc.  Tryded 
yw  myned  ylofgi.  Pedweryd 
yw  dydwyn  yrwyll.  Pymbed 
y  w  Had  ytan.  Chwechwed  y  w 
ydiluiw.  Seithved  yw  ychwythv 
ytan  ynyenynho.  W  ythued 
yw  ennynhv  ypeth  alofger. 
Nawued  yw  edrych  ar  yilofc 
gan  odef, 


Enep  adiwatto  vn  ohornmt 
rodet  lw  degwyr  adeugeint  heb 
gaeth  heb  alldut. 


Whoever  fhall  acknowledge 
a  murder,  let  him  pay  the  whole 
of  the  fatisfadtion  for  blood. 
The  third  of  the  fatisfaddion 
fhall  come  upon  the  murderer ; 
and  the  two  parts  Brail  be  di¬ 
vided  into  three  thirds  ;  two 
fhares  fhall  be  paid  by  the 
family  of  the  father,  and  the 
third  by  the  family  of  the  mo¬ 
ther. 

The  nine  abetments  of  arfon : 
the  firft  is,  the  advifmg  to  go  to 
burn;  the  fecond  is,  agreeing 
for  the  burning ;  the  third  is, 
the  going  to  burn;  the  fourth 
is,  the  bringing  of  combuftible  ; 
the  fifth  is,  firiking  the  fire; 
the  lixth  is,  putting  the  match 
to  it ;  the  fe ven th  is,  the  blow¬ 
ing  the  fire  until  it  kindles ;  the 
eighth  is,  the  kindling  what 
fhall  be  burnt ;  the  ninth  is,  the 
looking  at  the  burning  and  buf¬ 
fering  it. 

He  that  would  deny  any  one 
of  them,  let  him  give  the  oath 
of  fifty  men,  without  a  Have, 
without  an  exile. 


f ;  ■  ■  '  • .  ;;  ,  _  _  j  - J 

O  naw  affeith  lledrad  kyntaf  Of  the  nine  abetments  of 
y w.  Syllu  twyll.  acheis  ked-  theft :  the  firft  is,  the  beholding 
ymdeith.  Eilyw  dvhunaw  amy  of  fraud,  and  endeavouring 
lledrad.  Trydydyw  roddi  bwyd  to  join  in  company  ;  the  fecond 

llwrvf.  *  is, 

J 
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lwryf.  Pedweryd  ywymdwyn 
ybwyd  yny  gydymeithas.  Pym- 
hed  yw  rwygaw  ybuarth  nev 
torri  ty.  Chweched  yw  can- 
hymdeith  ylledrad  did  nev  nos. 
W ythved  yw  kyfranv  ylledrad 
ar  Hadron.  Nawued  yvv  gweled 
ylledrad  ay  gelv  yr  gobyr.  Neu 
ybrynv  yr  gwerth. 


Enep  adiwatto  vn  or  naw 
affeith  hyn.  Rodedllw  degwyr 
adeugeinwyr  aheb  gaeth  aheb 
alltud. 


Nawnyn  adygan  ev  tyflyoL 
aeth  ar  ev  geir  pob  vn  ar  wahan. 
Arglwyd  rwg  ydeuwr,  Abad 
rwng  ydeu  vanach  ar  ydrws 
ygor.  Tad  yrwng  ydeuvap. 
Brawdwr  ary  yarn  avarnaiTei 
gynt,  obyd  pedrus.  Mach  amy 
vechnleth.  EfFeiryad  yrwng 
ydeuwr  blwyf.  Morwyn  amy 
morwyndawd.  Bugeil  trefgord 
amy  vugeilyaeth,  ollad  llwdyn 
yllall  ynygadw..  Lleidyr  dio- 
beith  ar  ygydleidyr  pan  dyker 
yr  groc,  kanyS  gwir  y  eir  yna. 

Effef 


is,  the  agreeing  refpe&ing  the 
theft  ;  the  third  is,  the  giving 
of  refreshments  ;  the  fourth  is, 
the  carrying  the  victuals  in 
company;  the  fifth  is,  pulling 
down  an  enclofure,  or  breaking 
a  houfe  ;  the  fixth  is,  the  going 
with  the  theft  by  day  or  night ; 
the  eightli  is,  the  fharing  of  the 
theft  with  the  thieves  ;  the  ninth 
is,  the  feeing  the  theft  and  com 
cealing  it  for  a  reward,  or  the 
buying  of  it  for  a  price. 

Whoever  would  deny  one  of 
thele  nine  abetments,  let  him 
give  the  oath  of  fifty  men,  and 
without  a  {lave,  and  without  an 
exile. 

Nine  perfons,  who  fhall  give 
their  teftimony  upon  their  word, 
each  of  them  feparately*:  a  lord, 
between  his  twomen§;  an  abbot, 
between  his  two  monks,  at  the 
door  of  his  choir ;  a  father,  be¬ 
tween  his  two  fons*  a  judge, 
with  refpedl  to  his  fen  fence, 
which  he  might  have  formerly 
paTed,  if  it  fliould  be  dubious ; 
a  furety,  with  refpedl  to  his 
furetyfhip;  a  clergyman,  be¬ 
tween  two  men  of  his  pari{h{; ; 
a  virgin,  refpedling  her  virgi- 
Z  3  nity ; 


*  In  other  copies,  thefe  ape  called,  Naw  tavadiawg,  or,  the  nine  tongued  ones. 

§  Tr-vjy  nu  bo  eve yn gyvrarui'wg,  in  cafe  that  he  does  not  participate.  Other  M.S.S. 

f  other  M.S.S.  Rhoddiad  ep  ei  rodd,  or  a  giver,  with  refpecfc  to  his  gift. 
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Effef  ymeint  Galanas.  Maer 
nev  kyghellawr  naw  mvw 
anawvgeint  mvw  gan  dyrch- 
avael.  Sarhaedpob  vn  onadunt, 
naw  maw  anawvgeint  aryant. 
Pvntywabediw  maer  nev  kyng- 
hellawr.  Pvnt  yw  gobyr  ev 
merched.  Teir  pvntyn  ev  cowyll. 
Seithpvnt  yneu  hagwedi.  Odayn 
llatbrud  merch  maer  nev  gyng- 
hellawr  nev  penkenedyl.  nev 
vn  or  arbenigyon  llys  heb  rod 
kenedyl,  naw  eidyon  kyhyd  eu 
corn  ac  eu  hyfgyuarn,  yw  eu 
hegwedi.  Ny  byd  penkenedyl 
na  maer  na  chynghellawr  byth. 


Galanas  penkenedyl  yw.  Tri 
naw  mvw  athri  naw  vgein 
muw  Gan  dri  dyrcbavael.  Eny 
farhaed  ytelir,  Tri  naw  muw 
athri  nawugeint  aryant.  Gal¬ 
anas  vn  oalodev  ypenkenyl,  nyd 
amgen  noe  gar,  Nawmvw 
anawvgeinmuw  gan  dri  dyr- 

chauael. 


hrty ;  a  Ihepherd  of  a  common 
townfhip,  refpedling  his  fhep- 
herd’s  calling,  when  one  bead 
kills  another,  in  his  cuftody  ;  a 
thief  without  hope,  as  to  his  fel¬ 
low  thief,  when  he  is  brought 
to  the  gallows ;  for  then  his 
word  is  true. 

This  is  the  amount  of  the 
murder  fatisfadlion  of  a  mayor, 
or  chancellor,  nine  fcore  and 
nine  kine,  with  advancement. 
The  infult  fine  for  each  of  them 
is,  nine  kine,  and  nine  fcore  of 
money.  A  pound  is  the  heriot 
of  a  mayor,  or  a  chancellor. 
A  pound  is  the  maiden  fee  of 
their  daughters ;  three  pounds 
in  their  fettlement ;  feven  pounds 
in  their  portion.  If  the  daughter 
of  a  mayor,  or  a  chancellor,  or 
the  chief  of  a  family,  or  one  of 
the  fuperiors  of  the  court,  fhould 
be  debauched,  without  the  con- 
fent  of  the  family,  nine  oxen, 
with  their  horns  and  ears  of 
equal  length,  fhall  be  her  por¬ 
tion.  Nor  mayor,  nor  chancel¬ 
lor,  fhall  ever  be  a  chief  of  a 
family. 

The  murder  fatisfadlion  of  a 
chief  of  a  family  is,  thrice  nine 
and  thrice  nine  fcore  kine,  with 
three  advancements.  For  his 
infult  fine  fhall  be  paid,  thrice 
nine  cows  and  thrice  nine  fcore 
of  money.  The  murder  fatis- 
fadfion  of  one  of  the  members 

of 
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chatiad.  Yny  ferhaed  ykeiff, 
Navvmuw  anawugeint  ary  ant. 
Sarhaed  breyr  diffwyd,  chwebuw 
ach\Vevgeint  aryant.  Yn  ei 
alanas  ytelir  chwebuw  achwe- 
ugeinmuw  gan  dri  dyrchavael. 
Galanas  bonhedic  kanhwynawl 
teir  buw  athri  vgeinmvw  gan 
dri  dyrchauael.  Eny  farhead 
ytelir  teir  buw  athrugein  aryan. 


Kymro  vam  dad  vyd  bonhedic 
canhwynawl  heb  ledach  yndaw. 
Os  gw t  breyr  wyd  bonhedic 
canhwynawl  pan  lader,  chwe¬ 
buw  ageitf  y  breyrygan  yllofrud. 


Obop  galanas  ydaw  yr  brenhin 
ytrayan,  canys  ef  biev  kymell 
vile  ny  alio  kenedyl  kymell. 
Ac  agafFo  or  pryd  y  gilyd  yr 
llofrud  ar  ytir  ybrenhin  biev. 


Galanas  taeyawc  brenhin. 
Teir  buw  athrugein  maw  gan 
dri  dyrchauael  atelir,  Yny  far- 

haed 


of  a  chief  of  a  family,  that  is, 
his  near  of  kin,  is,  nine  and 
nine  fcore  kine,  with  three  ad¬ 
vancements.  For  his  infultfine 
he  fhall  have  nine  cows  and 
nine  fcore  of  money.  The  in- 
fult  fine  of  a  baron  not  holding 
an  office  is,  lix  kine  and  fix 
fcore  of  money.  For  his  mur¬ 
der  iatisfadion  fhall  be  paid  fix 
and  fix  fcore  kine,  with  three 
advancements.  The  murder 
fatisfadtion  of  a  free  native  gen¬ 
tleman  is,  three  and  three  fcore 
kine,  with  three  advancements. 
For  his  infult  fine  ffiall  be  paid 
three-fcore  kine,  and  three-fcore 
of  money. 

A  Welflnnan  by  father  and 
mother,  having  no  debafed 
blood  in  him,  is  a  free  na¬ 
tive  gentleman.  If  a  free 
native  gentleman  fhall  be  a 
baron’s  attendant  when  he  is 
killed,-  the  baron  fhall  have  fix 
kine  from  the  murderer. 

Out  of  every  murder  fatisfadlion 
a  third  fhall  come  to  the  king  ; 
for  to  him  belongs  to  profecute, 
where  a  family  is  not  able  to 
profecute  :  And,  what  fhall  be 
gotten,  from  time  to  time,  by 
the  murderer,  upon  the  land, 
the  king  fhall  claim  it. 

The  murder  fatisfadlion  of 
a  king’s  villain  is,  three  and 
three  fcore  kine;  with  three  ad- 
Z  4 


vancements 


344 


CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796. 


haed  ytelir  teir  buw  athrugeint 
oaryant.  Galanas  alldut  bren- 
hin  teirbuw  athriugeinmuw  heb 
dyrchauael.  Galanas  alltud 
breyr,  hanerawc  vyd  yalltud 
ybrenhin  obop  peth.  Galanas 
alldut  tayawc  hanherawc  vyd 
yalltud  breyr  ac  obop  peth. 


Punt  ahanner  atelir  yngalanas 
caeth  telediw.  Obyd  anauvs 
nev  ry  hen  neu  ry  yeuvanc,  neu 
ohenvyd  ortu  draw  yvor,  pvnt 
atalant  pob  vn  ohonunt.  Ohen¬ 
vyd  or  tuhwn  pvnt  adal  canys 
ef  yhvnan  alygrws  yvreint 
myned  yngaeth  oe  vod  yngyf- 


Otherev  dyn  ryd  dyn  caeth, 
taled,  deudeckeinyawc  idaw, 
chwech  dros  teir  kyvelin  oure- 
thyn  gwyn  talpentan  wrth 
lad  eithin  idaw.  Nyd  am  gen 
no  defnyd  peis  idaw.  Teir  dros 
lawdyr,  vn  dros  gvaranev  adirt- 
wolew,  vn  dros  gwdyf  nev 
vwall  os  coedwr  vyd  vn  dros  raff 
deudec  kyuelinyawc. 

I V>  ■  r  V 

Othereu 


vancements  fhall  it  be  paid. 
For  his  infult  fine  fhall  be  paid 
three  kine,  and  three  fcore  of 
money.  The  murder  fatisfac- 
tion  of  a  king’s  alien  is,  three 
and  three  fcore  kine,  without 
advancement.  The  murder  fa- 
tisfadlion  of  a  baron’s  alien:  he 
fhall  be  half,  with  refpedt  to 
the  king’s  alien,  in  every  thing. 
The  murder  fatisfadfion  of  a 
villain’s  alien :  he  fhall  be 
half,  with  refpedi  to  a  baron’s 
alien,  in  every  thing. 

A  pound  and  a  half  fhall  be  paid 
in  the  murder  fatisfadfion  of  a 
compleat  bodied  Have.  If  he 
fhall  be  maimed,  or  too  old, or  too 
young,  or  if  he  comes  from  be¬ 
yond  fea,  a  pound  is  the  value  for 
each  of  them ;  if  he  comes  from 
this  fide,  a  pound  is  his  value, 
for  it  is  himfelf  who  has  debafed 
his  right,  in  going  into  bondage, 
by  being  a  hireling. 

If  a  free  man  fhall  flrike  a 
man  that  is  a  flave,  he  fhall  pay 
him  twelve-pence  ;  fix  for  three 
cubits  of  cloth  of  the  fire-place 
white*  for  him  in  cutting  furze, 
that  is,  to  make  hjm  a  coat; 
three  for  breeches ;  one  for 
bufkins  and  gloves ;  one  for  a 
bill  or  hatchet,  if  he  is  a  wood¬ 
man  ;  one  for  a  rope  twelve 
cubits  long. 

If 


*  This  implies,  of  the  natural  colour  of  the  wool. 
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Othereu  caeth  dyn  ryd  yawn 
yw  trychv  ylaw  dehev.  Neu 
taled  yar  glwyd  farhaed  ydyn 
herwyd  yureint. 

/  .  > 

Ynep  agyttyo  agwreic  caeth 
heb  ganhyad  yharglwyd  talhed 
deudec  keinyawc  idaw.  Ac 
nachydyed  odyna  ahi  byth. 
Ac  os  beichyocca  rodet  arall  yny 
He,  hyd  pan  angho.  Ac  yna 
maged  ef  ymab.  Ac  yna  doed 
ycaeth  dracheuyn.  Obyd  raarw 
yar  mab  taled  yneb  ae  beichyoc- 
co  ywerth  kyureithyawl  yr 
arglwvd. 


Enep  awnel  kynllwyn,  taled 
yn  deudyblyc  galanas,  deuden- 
gmvw  yn  deudyblyc  atelir  yr 
brenhin.  Ac  odyna  yr  alanas. 

Enep  adiwatto  kynllwyn.  neu 
mudwrn,  neu  gyrcli  kyhoedawc, 
rodet  llw  dengwyr  adeugein  heb 
caeth  heb  alltud, 

Ny  ellir  kyrch  kyhoedawc 
llei  no  nawyr. 

Elys  bieu  teruynv  am  dir.  Ac 
gvvedy  llyg  llan.  Ac  gwedy 

llan 


If  a  Have  fhall  ftrike  a  free 
man,  it  is  juft  to  cut  off  his  right 
hand  ;  or  his  lord  mu  ft  pay  the 
infult  fine  of  the  perfon,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  rank. 

Whoever  fhall  have  connec¬ 
tion  with  a  bond-woman,  with¬ 
out  the  confent  of  her  lord,  mud 
pay  him  twelve-pence;  and  let 
him  never  after  be  connected 
with  her.  If  fhe  fhould  be¬ 
come  pregnant,  let  him  give  an¬ 
other  in  her  place,  until  fhe  is 
delivered ;  and  then  let  him 
bring  up  the  child  ;  and  after 
that  let  the  Have  return  back. 
If  file  fhould  die  with  child,  let 
him  who  makes  her  pregnant 
pay  her  lawful  value  to  the 
lord. 

Whoever  makes  an  ambufti, 
let  him  pay  doubly  the  murder 
fatisfa&ion  :  twelve  kine  fhall  be 
doubly  paid  to  the  king;  and  after¬ 
wards  the  murder  fatisfacftion. 

Whoever  fhall  deny  an  am- 
bufh,  or  a  private  murder,  or 
a  public  a  {fault,  let  him  give 
the  oath  of  fifty  men,  without 
a  Have,  without  an  exile. 

A  public  aftault  cannot  be  by 
lefs  than  nine  men. 

To  the  court  belongs  to  de¬ 
termine  about  land;  and  after 

the 
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Han  breint.  Kygwarchadw  ar  the  court  the  church  ;  and  after 
diffeith,  ty  ac  odyn  ac  yfgub-  the  church  privilege.  The  Con- 
awr_  fervancy  of  wade  land,  a  houfc, 

and  a  kiln,  and  a  barn. 


Othyf  kynhen,  rwng  dwy 
dref  vn  vreintam  tervyn.  Gwyr 
da  ybrenhin  biev  teruynv  hwnnw 
os  gwybydant,  Obvd  pedrus  ha- 
gen,  dyledogyon  ytir  bieuvynt 
tynghv  obawb  yterUyn.  Ac 
odyna  ranent  yfi  deuhanner 
yrwng  ydwy  trek  Kyteruyno 
tref  ar  yllall,  ny  dyly  dwyn  ran- 
dir  ywrtlri. 


Manner  pvnt  adaw  vr  brenhln 
ban  teruyner  tir,  aphedeira  rhv- 
geint  yr  brawdwr, 

Llys  biev  teruynv  obleid  ybren¬ 
hin  arbawb.  Ac  nytheruyna 
ar  ly$  ybrenhin  nep. 


Ban  dycco  kyfureith  tir  ynep, 
haner  pvnt  ageiff  ybrenhin  obob 
yandir  pan  yhyftynno. 


Enep  aholo  yn  nawuettid  raevyr 
brawd  ageiff  ahonaw  kyn  naw¬ 
uettid 


Should  a  difpute  arife  between 
two  townfhips  of  equal  privi¬ 
lege,  refpedbing  a  boundary,  to 
the  good  men  of  the  king  be¬ 
longs  the  determining  of  that, 
if  they  know  it ;  if,  otherwife,  it 
fhall  be  dubious  ;  the  land  pro¬ 
prietors  {hall  have  to  fwear  each 
to  his  boundary;  and  then  let 
them  divide  into  two  equal  por¬ 
tions  between  the  two  town- 
Blips. 

<*»  ** 

When  a  townfhip  terminates 
upon  another,  it  ought  not  to 
take  a  fhare  land  from  it. 

.  Half  of  a  pound  {ball  come  to 
tire  king  when  the  boundary  of 
land  fhall  be  made  out,  and 
twenty-four-pence  to  the  judge. 
To  the  court  belongs  to  deter¬ 
mine  on  the  part  of  the  king 
againfl  every  body  ;  and  no  one 
fhall  determine  upon  the  court 
of  the  king. 

When  the  law  affigns  land  to 
any  one,  the  king  lliall  have 
half  of  a  pound  out  of  every 
fhare-land,  when  he  fhall  ex¬ 
tend  it, 

He  that  prefers  a  claim  on 
the  ninth  day  of  December, 

{hall 
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uettid  mei.  Ac  onycheiff  yna 
vrawd  holed  yn  nawuettyd  mei. 
Ac  odyna  egored  vvd  gwir  idaw 
beunyd  ban  vynho  ybrenhin. 


Tri  dadanhvd  tir  yfyd.  Carr, 
abeich,  ac  eredic,  Ac  os  dad¬ 
anhvd  carr  auernir  idaw.  Pvmb 

j 

nieu  aphymb  nos.  Gorfowys 
ageifF  yn  didawl.  Os  dadanhvd 
beich  auernir  idaw  tri  diev  atheir- 
nos.  Gorfowys  ageifF  yn  di¬ 
dawl.  Os  dadanhud  eredic 
auernir  idaw.  Gorfowys  ageifF 
yn  dihawl  ynymchwelho  ygeuyn 
arydas.  Ny  dyly  dyn  dadanhvd 
namyn  or  tir  avo  yn  Haw  ydat 
yn  vy w  ac  yn  varw. 


Maer  achynghellawr  biev 
cadwdifFeith  brenhin  yny  wnel 
ef  yuod  ohonaw. 

Ogwneir  eglwys  ar  tir  ytae- 
ogeu  gan  ganyad  ybrenhin  ae  bod 
yn  orflan,  ac  efFerennev  yndi, 
ryd  vyd  ytref  honno. 


fhall  have  judgement  upon  it 
before  the  ninth  day  of  May; 
and  fhould  he  then  not  have 
judgement,  let  him  profecute  on 
the  ninth  day  of  May ;  and 
thereafter  the  law  is  open  to 
him  daily  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
king. 

*  \ 

The  three  recoveries  of  land  : 
a  drag,  and  a  burden,  and 
ploughing.  If  a  recovery  by 
a  drag  fhall  be  adjudged  to  the 
perfon,  five  days  and  five  nights 
he  muff  have  of  reft  without 
interruption  ;  if  a  recovery  by  a 
burden  fhall  be  adjudged  to  him, 
three  days  and  three  nights  he 
fhall  have  of  reft  without  in¬ 
terruption  ;  if  a  recovery  by 
ploughing  fhall  be  adjudged  to 
him,  he  fhall  reft  without  in¬ 
terruption,  until  he  turns  his 
back  upon  the  rick.  A  perfon 
ought  not  to  have  a  recovery 
but  of  the  land  that  fhall  be  in 
the  hand  of  his  father  alive  and 
dead. 

A  mayor  and  a  chancellor 
have  the  keeping  of  the  king’s 
wafte,  until  he  fhall  do  his  plea¬ 
fure  with  it. 

i 

If  a  church  fhall'be  built  up¬ 
on  the  land  of  the  villains,  with 
the  king’s  permiffion,  and  it 
fhall  be  a  cemetery,  and  there 
be  mafies  in  it,  that  townfhip 
fhall  be  free. 


Okymer 


If 
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Okyiper  tgeawc  mab  breyr  ar 
vaeth  gan  ganhyad  arglwyd, 
kyurannawc  uyd  ymab  hwnnw 
ar  dreftad  ytaeawc  val  vti  oe 
veibion  ehunan. 


If  a  villain  fhall  take  the  fon 
of  a  baron  to  be  foftered,  with 
the  lord’s  confent,  that  child 
fhall  be  a  participator  in  the  in¬ 
heritance  of  the  villain,  like  one 
of  his  own  children. 


Teirgweith  vrennir  geffefm 
rwg  brodoryon.  Odyna  rwg 
keuyndyrw,  ar  trydedweith yrwg 
kyfurderw.  Gwedy  hynnv  ny 
byd  ran  ar  dir.  Ban  ranho  bro*- 
dyr  trefev  tadyrygthunt,  ybrawd 
ieuaf  biev  yr  effydyn  arbennic, 
ar  trefnev  oil,  ar  gallawr,  ar 
vwyall  gynnvd,  arcwlldyr.  Gan 
gyfureith  ny  eill  tad  kymyiiv 
yrei  hyn,  nae  rodi  yneb,  namyn 
yr  mabyeuqf,  Achyd  gwyftler 
ny  digwydapt  bytli.  Gwedy 
hynny  kymered  bob  brawd 
ohynaf  ygilyd  ybrawd  ieuaf  aran. 


Ogomed  dyn  teirgweith  gwys 
obleid  ybrenhin  am  dir,  011yd 
mawr  yanghen  ae  llvd,  ytir 
arodir  yr  neb  ae  holho.  Odaw 
wrth  yr  eilgwys,  neu  wrth  ytry- 
ded  gwys  gwrthebed  obyd  yawn 
idaw  amytir.  Athaledtri  buhin 
camlwry  yr  brenhin  am  gomed 
gwys 


Enep 


Three  times  fhall  a  general 
divifion  be  made  :  between  bro- 
thers,  afterwards  between  cou- 
fins,  and  the  third  time,  between 
fecond  coufins.  After  that  there 
fhall  be  no  divifion  of  land. 
When  brothers  fhall  divide  their 
father’s  property  amongft  them, 
the  youngeft  fon  fhall  have  the 
choice  tenement,  with  all  the 
appurtenances,  and  the  kettle, 
and  the  felling  hatchet,  and  the 
coulter.  In  law,  a  father  can¬ 
not  bequeath  thefe,  nor  give 
them  to  any  one,  but  to  the 
youngeft  fon  ;  and  though  they 
fhouldbe  pawned,  they  fhall  never 
become  forfeited.  After  that, 
let  every  brother  take  by  fenio- 
rity :  The  youngeft  brother 
fhall  divide. 

If  a  perfon  fhall  three  times 
difobey  a  fummons,  on  the  part 
of  the  king,  with  refpedl  to 
land,  except  great  neceftity  pre¬ 
vents  him,  the  land  fhall  be 
given  to  him  that  claims  it.  If 
he  comes  at  the  fecond  fum¬ 
mons  :  or  at  the  third,  let  him 
reply,  if  he  has  a  right  fo  to  do 
refpedting  the  land :  And,  let 

him 
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Enep  arodo  gobyr  yr  brenhin, 
pan  eflynher  tir  idaw,  nythal 
dim  yn  ebediw. 

Pwy  bynnac  agynhalyo  tir  teir 
ocs  y  vn  wlad  adyledogyon  tir,heb 
vn  odri  arllud  tir  ganthunt  amy  tir, 
bawl  yn  dadleu,  nev  dor  aradyr, 
neu  lofgi  ty  ar  ytir.  Ny  wrth- 
ebir  udunt  amy  tir  hwnnw  gan 
caevis  kyfreith  yrynghunt. 


Ocheis  dyn  ran  odir  gan  genedyl 
gwedy  hir  alltuded.  Roddet 
chwevgeint  yr  genedyl.  Nyd 
amgen  no  gobyr  gwarchadw. 
Ochanhadan  ran  idaw.  Y  tir 
arodo  brenhin  gan  yawn.  Nys 
attwc  ynep  ae  gwledycho  gwedy 
ofi 

Ny  daw  na  maer  nachyng- 
hellawr  na  ran  na  dofureth,  ar 
wr  ryd. 

■*  *  -  *  *  Vi  >  .  K  *  .  i  .  . 

Vn 


349 

him  pay  three  kine,  to  the  king, 
as  a  fatisfadtion  for  wrong,  in 
difobeying  fummons. 

Whoever  gives  a  reward  to 
the  king,  when  land  is  extended 
to  him,  fhall  pay  nothing  as  a 
heriot. 

Whofoever  fhall  maintain 
pofleilion  of  land  for  three 
ages  in  the  fame  country,  and 
the  land  proprietors  without 
ufing  any  one  of  the  three 
means  of  difturbing  pofleflion, 
refpedling  the  land ;  the  profe- 
cution  in  pleadings,  or  the 
breaking  of  a  plough,  or  the 
burning  of  a  houfe  upon  the 
land;  no  replication  fhall  be 
made  to  them  for  that  land,  for 
the  law  has  clofed  between 
them. 

If  a  perfon  fliall  feek  for 
a  (hare  of  land  from  his  kin¬ 
dred,  after  a  long  exile,  let  him 
give  flx-fcore-pence  to  the  fa¬ 
mily  ;  that  is  to  fay,  as  a  reward 
of  guardian  (hip,  if  they  fliall 
permit  him  to  have  a  fliare. 

There  fliall  not  come  to  a 
mayor,  or  a  chancellor,  nor 
rate,  nor  right  of  entertain¬ 
ment*  from  a  freeman. 

Once 


*  An  obligation  to  give  entertainment,  to  lodge,  or  to  provide  quarters. 
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Vn  weith  yny  vlwydyn  yg~ 
weda  ybawp  myned  yngorwlad 
ynlluyd  gan  ybrenhin  os  myn. 
Ac  yna  ydyly  yvrenhines  riein- 
glych.  Ef  hagen  adyly  cafFael 
lluyd  ygan  ygwyr  pan  ymynno 
ynywlad  ehunan. 


Ykynydyon  ar  hebogydyon 
ar  gwaftrodyon,  agafFant  kylch 
vnweith  bob  blwydyn,  ar  dae- 
ogev  ybrenhin,  pob  rei  ar  wa- 
han. 

s~.\  r  ■  y  l  ' 

^  k  i  *  '  «  'f.*''  •  -?  «•  '•  * 

Naw  tei  adyly  ybrenhin  y- 
wneuthur  ortaeogeuidaw.  Neu- 
ad,  ac  yftavell.  achegin,  capel, 
ac  yfgubawr,  ac  odyndy.  Peir- 
an,  ac  yftabyl,  achinordi. 


Ygan  ytaeogey  ydaw  pyn- 
ueirch  ybrenhin  yn  lluyd.  Ac. 
obop  taeaudlrev  yd  geifF  gwr 
amarch,  abwyall  ywneutliur 
lluefleu  ybrenhin.  Ac  ar  treul 
ybrenhin  ygwneir. 


Tri  pheth  nywerth  taeawc 
heb  ganhyad  yarglwyd.  March, 
amoch,  amel.  Ofgwrthyd  yr 

arglwyd. 


Once  in  the  year  it  behooves 
every  body  to  go  out  of  the 
country,  in  the  army  with  the 
king,  if  he  commands  it :  and, 
then  the  queen  has  a  right  to 
the  female  circuitf.  He  has 
alfo  a  right  to  have  his  men 
ahem  bled  in  arms  when  he  likes, 
in  his  own  country. 

T/ 

J-  V 

The  huntfmen,  and  the  fal¬ 
coners,  and  the  grooms,  fhall 
have  a  circuit,  once  in  the  year, 
upon  the  king’s  villains,  each 
clafs  feparately. 

Nine  houfes  the  king  claims 
to  have  built  for  him,  by  the 
villains :  a  hall,  and  a  chamber, 
and  a  kitchen,  a  chapel,  and  a 
barn,  and  a  kilnhoufe,  a  necef- 
fary,  and  a  liable,  and  a  dog- 
kennel. 

The  villains  fhall  furnifh  the 
king’s  baggage  horfes  for  the 
army  ;  and  out  of  every  villain- 
hamlet  he  fhall  have  a  man  and 
horfe,  and  a  hatchet  to  make  the 
king’s  camps  ;  and  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  king  fhall  that  be 
done. 

Three  things,  which  a  villain 
fhall  not  fell,  without  the  per- 
million  of  his  lord :  a  horfe, 

and 


p  The  circuit  of  the  lady,  or  the  circuit  of  the  queen. 
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arglwyd.  Gwerthed  yr  nep 
ymynho.'-  ' 

► 

Teir  keluydyt  ny  dyfc  taeawc 
yvap  heb  ganhyad  yarglwyd. 
Yfcolheidtod,  a  bardorjj,  agou- 
annaeth,  O-ftiodef  arglwyd  ha- 
gen  yny  roder  corun  yr  yfcol- 
Iieic.  Neu  yny  el  yn  gof  yny 
efueil.  Ar  bard  yny  enillo 
gadeir.  Ryd  uyd  pob  yn  ohon- 
unt  yna. 


Od  ymlad  gwr  efgob  nev 

abad  ar  tir  ybreijlun,  eu.dirwy 

adaw  yr  brenhin. 

<  * 

Enep  aardo  tir  dros  lud  arg- 
luyd,  Taled  pedeir  keynnyawc 
yr  perchennawc  ytir.  Canys 
egores  daear  gan  dreis.  Aphedeir 
key  ny  awe  pan  diotto  yr  aradyr 
or  daear.  Acheinnyawc  obop 
Cwys  oramchwelho  yr  aradyr. 
Kymered  ybrenhin  yr  ychen,  ar 
fwch,  ar  cwlldyr,  ar  aradyr,  ar 
gwerth  ytroed  dehev  yr  amaeth, 
agwerth  yllaw  dehev  yr  geiiwad. 
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and  fwine,  and  honey.  If  the 
lord  fhopld  refufe  to  have  them, 
let  him  fell  to  whom  he  likes, 

Three  feiences,  which  a  vil¬ 
lain  fhall  not  teach  to  his  fon, 
without  the  confent  of  his  lord : 
fcholarfhip,  and  bardifm,  and 
fmithcraft*.  Should  the  lord, 
otherwife,  permit  it,  until  a 
tonfure  fliall  be  given  to  the 
fcholar ;  or,  until  the  fmith 

, }  if"  a  - 

fliall  enter  his  fmithery ;  or, 
until  the  bard  fliall  gain  a  chair, 
each  of  them  fliall  then  be  free. 

If  a  man  fliall  kill  a  bifhop, 
or  an  abbot,  upon  the  king’s 
land,  their  fine  fhall  come  to 
the  king* 

The  perfon  that  fliall  plough 
land,  againft  the  confent  of  the 
lord,  let  him  pay  four-pence  to 
the  proprietor  of  the  land  ;  for 
he  has  opened  the  earth  with 
violence ;  and  four-pence  when 
he  takes  the  plough  out  of  the 
earth  ;  and  a  penny  for  every 
furrow,  which  fhall  be  turned 
up  by  the  plough  ;  let  the  king 
take  the  oxen,  and  the  fhare, 
and  the  coulter,  and  the  plough, 
and  the  value  of  the  right  foot 
of  die  ploughman ;  and  the 
value  of  the  right  hand  of  die 
driver. 


Od  If 

*  This  was  one  of  the  liberal  iciences :  The  term  had  a  more  comprehenfive  fenfe 
than  we  give  to  it  at  this  time,  and  the  artife  mud  have  united  in  his  own  mind  dif¬ 
ferent  branches  of  knowledge,  which  are  now  practifed  feparately  j  fuch  as  the  railing 
of  the  ore,  and  converting  it  into  metal. 
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Od  ard  dyn  dir  dyn  arall 
ycudyaw  dim  yndaw,  perchen- 
nawc  ytir  ageifF  ygudua,  aphe- 
deir  keynnyawc  kyfureith  am* 
agori  ydaear.  Onyd  eurgrawn 
vyd.  Kanys  ybrenhin  bieu  pob 
eurgrawn.  Yneb  awnel  ac  ae 
clado  ymewn  tir  dyn.  taled  nil. 
keynnyawc  kyfreith  yberchen- 
nawc  ytir,  athaled  tri  buhin 
camlwrw  yr  brenhin. 


Ocledir  pwll  odyn  ar  dir  dyn 
arall,  lieb  ganhyad,  ini.  key- 
nyawc  kyfureith  atalir  yberchen- 
nawc  ytir  ygan  ynep  ae  clatho, 
athri  buhin  camlwrw  yr  bren¬ 
hin. 

Eneb  aadeilho  ty  heb  ganhyad 
ar  dir  dyn  arall,  talhedtri  buhin 
camlwrw  yr  brenhin,  ar  ty 
ageifF  perchennawc  ytir,  aphe- 
deir  keynnyawc  kyfureith  o 
agori  daear.  Os  ar  ytir  ylletir 
yr  adeilwyd.  Onyd  ar  ytir 
ylledir,  tyghed  ary  drydyd  owyr 
vn  ureint  ac  ef,  athored  yty  yar 
ytir  yn  gyfuvch  ar  daear  adyged 
kyn  pen  ynawvettyd  yrneith. 
ac  onyfdwc  perchennawc  ytir 
biev. 

Ynep 


If  a  man  fhall  plough  the 
land  of  another  man,  for  the 
purpofe  of  hiding  any  thing  in 
it-,  the  owner  of  the  land  fhall 
have  the  hoard ;  and  four-pence 
in  law,  for  opening  the  earth  ; 
except  it  fhall  be  a  gold  hoard  ; 
for  the  king  is  the  owner  of 
every  hoard  of  gold.  He  that 
fhall  do  fo,  and  bury  it  in  a 
perfon’s  land,  let  him  pay  four- 
pence  in  law  to  the  owner  of 
the  land ;  and  let  him  pay  three 
cows,  as  a  trefpafs  fine,  to  the 
king. 

If  a  kiln  pit  fhall  be  dug 
upon  another  man’s  land, 
without  leave,  four-pence  in 
law  fhall  be  paid  to  the  owner 
of  the  land,  by  the  perfon  who 
fhall  dig  it ;  and  three  cows,  as 
a  trefpafs  fine,  to  the  king. 

Whoever  builds  a  houfe,  with¬ 
out  leave,  upon  another  perfon’s 
land,  let  him  pay  three  cows,  as 
a  trefpafs  fine  to  the  king ;  and 
the  houfe  fhall  be  taken  by  the 
owner  of  the  land  ;  and  four- 
‘  pence  in  law,  for  opening  the 
earth,  if  built  upon  the  land 
where  the  materials  were  cut ; 
if  not  upon  the  land  where  cut, 
let  him  fwear  by  the  oath  of 
three  men,  of  the  fame  rank 
with  himfelf,  and  let  him  break 
the  houfe  ofF  the  land,  even 
with  the  ground,  and  let  him 
'  bear 
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Yneb  aholho  tir  eglwyffic  nyd 
crhy  nawuettyd,  namwyn  egori 
gwir  idaw  pan  ygofuynho. 


Nycheiff  nep  obarth  mam 
ciffydyn  arbennic.  Obyd  aedyl- 
yo  obarth  tad.  Yawn  yw 
hagen  obarth  mam  kaffael  ran 
o  dir. 


Gwreic  aymrodo  yhvnan  ywr 
heb  ganhyad  ychenedyl  ynllwyn 
ac  ymberth.  Nycheiff  yflant 
ran  odir  gan  genedyl  mam, 
kany  dyly  mab  llwyn  apherth 
ran  odir.  ,, 


Ynep  adiotto  coed  heb  gan¬ 
hyad  yperchennawc.  Pym- 
blyned  ydyly  ef,  achweched  yr 
perchennawc  yn  ryd. 

Enep  agarteilho  teirblyned 
ydyly  ef,  ar  bedwared  yr  per- 
ehennawc  yn  ryd. 

Enep 

f-  A  baftard* 


bear  it  away,  before  the  end  of 
the  ninth  day ;  and  if  he  does  not 
carry  it  away,  the  owner  of  the 
land  takes  it. 

He  that  lays  claim  to  church 
land,  Ihall  not  wait  until  the 
ninth  day,  but  juftice  fhall  be 
opened  for  him  when  he  fhall 
demand  it. 

•  -  V 

No  one,  in  right  of  his  mo¬ 
ther,  £hall  obtain  a  choice  tene¬ 
ment,  if  there  {hall  be  one 
claiming  it  on  the  part  of  the 
father.  It  is  right  neverthelefs, 
on  the  part  of  the  mother,  to 
have  a  {hare  of  land. 

A  woman,  ’yvho  fhall  give 
herfelf  up  to  a  man,  without 
the  confent  of  her  kindred,  in 
grove  and  in  brake,  her  chil¬ 
dren  fhall  not  obtain  a  portion 
of  land,  from  the  mother’s  kin¬ 
dred  ;  for  a  child  of  grove  and 
brakef,  ought  not  to  have  a 
fhare  of  land. 

Whoever  clears  away  timber, 
without  the  confent  of  the 
owner,  for  five  years  fhall  he 
have  a  right*  ;  and  the  fixth 
{hall  be  free  to  the  owner. 

Whoever  fhall  lay  on  manure, 
for  three  years  has  he  a  right, 
and  the  fourth  to  the  owner 
free. 

A  a  Who- 

*  To  the  land,  which  he  clears. 
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Enep  ateilho  abuartheil  dwy 
vlyncd  ydyly  ef,  ar  drvded  yr 
perchennawc  yn  ryd. 

Enep  adoro  gwyd  dwy  vlyned 
ydyly  ef,  ar  dryded  yr  perchen¬ 
nawc  yn  ryd.  Yn  rad  ykeift  ef 
yvlwydyn  gyntaf,  ar  eilarykyd 


Whoever  manures  by  folding 
of  cattle,  for  two  years  he  has 
a  right,  and  the  third  to  the 
owner  free. 

Whoever  cuts  up  a  wildfi, 
for  two  years  he  ought  to  have 
it,  and  the  third  to  the  owner 
free.  He  has  it  for  nothing  the 
firft:  year,  and  the  fecond  he 
participates  equally. 


Gwerth  Ho  by  chan  or  pan  an- 
her,  chwecheinhawc,  hyd  galan 
racvyr.  Odyna  hyd  galan  chwe- 
furawr  wyth  geynnyawc,  hyd 
galan  mei  dec  keinyawc.  Hyd 
awft,xn,keinyhawc.  Hyd  galan 
racvyr,  xim.  Hyd  galan  chwe- 
furawr  vnarbyrnthec.  Kalan  mei 
devnaw.  Awft,  xx.  Trannoeeth 
dwy  geinyhawc  or  tymor.  A- 
phedeir  keinyawc  oe  chyflodawd 
adyrcheif  arnei.  Ac  yna  chwech- 
arugeint  yw  y  gwerth  hyd 
galan  gayaf.  Odyna  hyd  wyl 
veir,  wytharugeint,  kalan  mei, 
XXX.  Nawuettyd  mei  ydyly 
bod  ynteithyaw.  Dyuod  llaerh 
ymphob  teth  idi.  Ac  yny  teith 
oe  llo  naw  cam  ynyhol.  Ac 
ony  byd  yuelly  hi,  vnarbyrnthec 
yw  ytheithi.  Dwy  geinyawc 
agymer  oi  thymor.  Ac  yna 
wyth  adeugein  hyd  aw  ft.  Ody¬ 
na  hyd  galan  racvyr,  dec  adeu- 


The  value  of  a  little  calf> 
from  the  time  it  is  caft  till  tiie 
firft  of  December,  is  fix-pence  ; 
from  thence  till  the  firft  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  eight-pence  ;  till  the  firft 
of  May,  ten-pence;  till  Auguft, 
twelve- pence  ;  till  the  firft  of 
December,  fourteen-pence ;  till 
the  firft  of  February,  fixteen  ; 
the  firft  of  May,  eighteen; 
Auguft,  twenty ;  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  two-pence  for  the  feafon ; 
and  four-pence  from  her  being 
with  calf,  with  advance  upon 
her  ;  and  then  twenty- fix-pence 
is  her  value  until  the  firft  of 
November ;  from  thence  until 
Lady-day,  twenty-eight-pence  ; 
the  firft  of  May,  thirty-pence. 
The  ninth .  day  of  May  fhe. 
ought  to  become  perfedl:  the 
milk  coming  in  every  teat ;  and 
her  calf  able  to  go  nine  paces 
after  her.  And,  if  fire  lhould 
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geint.  Gwyl  veil*,  deudec  adeu- 
gein.  Trannoeth  ykymer,  dwy 
geinhyawc  ortymor.  Aphedeir 
keinhyawc  kyfureith  or  eil  kyf- 
lodawd.  Ac  yna  trugein  atal. 
Gwerth  corn  buwch  ae  llygad, 
ae  llofgwrn  ae  chluft,  hit. 
keinyhawc  kyfureith  adal  pob 
vn  ohonunt.  Oteir  mod  ytelir 
teithi  buwch  vawr,  nyd  amgen, 
odec  arhugein  aryant.  Neu 
vuwch  gyhyd  ychorn  aehyfgyu- 
arn.  Neu  oblawd,  mefiur 
lleftyr  llaeth  y  uuwch  teir  mod- 
ued  yn  lied  ygwaelawd,  teir 
modved  yn  lied  ygenev,  anaw- 
modued  yny  dyfned,  ar  gver  or 
cleis  eithaf  yr  emyl  neffaf. 
Lloneid  meffur  ylleftyr  hwnn 
ovlawd  keirch  hyd  wyl  giryk 
ynggyueir  pob  godro  yr  vuwch. 
Odyna  hyd  awft  ylenwi  oblawd 
heid.  Oawft  hyd  galan  gaeaf 
ovlawd  gwenith  yn  yr  vn  mef¬ 
fur. 


LAWS. 

not  be  fo,  fixteen-pence  is  the 
value  of  her  maturity ;  two¬ 
pence  fhali  be  allowed  upon  her 
for  the  feafon  ;  and  then  forty- 
eight-pence  until  Auguft ;  from 
thence  to  the  firfl  of  December, 
fifty-pence ;  Lady-day,  fifty- 
two-pence  ;  the  next  morning 
fhali  be  reckoned  upon  her  two 
pence  for  the  feafon,  and  four- 
pence  in  law  for  the  fecond 
calving ;  and  then  three-fcore- 
pence  is  her  value.  The  value 
of  a  cow’s  horn,  and  her  eye, 
and  her  tail,  and  her  ear,  is  four- 
pence  in  law  for  each  of  them. 
In  three  ways  may  the  maturity 
of  a  full-grown  cow  be  paid  for  ; 
namely,  with  thirty  pieces  of 
filver ;  or,  with  a  cow  with 
horn  and  ear  of  equal  length ; 
or,  with  meal,  meafured  in  the 
veflei  holding  the  cow’s  milk, 
three  inches  broad  at  the  bot¬ 
tom,  three  inches  broad  at  the 
top,  and  nine  inches  in  its  depth, 
firaightly  from  the  extreme 
groove  to  the  next  edge.  That 
vefiel  full  fliall  be  meafured  of 
oatmeal,  for  every  milking  of 
the  cow,  until  the  feflival  of 
Ciric  ;  from  thence  until  Auguffc 
it  lhall  be  filled  with  barley 
meal ;  from  Auguft  till  the  firft 
of  November,  of  the  meal  of 
wheat  in  the  fame  meafure. 


Gwerth  llo  gwryf  or  pan  aner  The  value  of  a  male  calf, 

hyd  galan  racuyr,  v  i.  cheinyawc.  from  the  time  he  is  caft  till  the 

Odyna  A  a  2  fiill 
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Odyna  hyd  wyl  veir,  vm. 
geinyawc,  kalan.  mei,  x.  Awft, 
xii.  Gwyl  yr  holfeint,  pedeir 
ar  dec .  Gwyl  veir,  x v i .  Kal¬ 
an  mei,  deunaw.  Awft  vgeint. 
Gwyl  yr  holfeint,  xXii.  Gwyl 
veir,  xxii 1 1.  Trannoeth  yd- 
irgwed  arnaw,  aphedeir  kein- 
yawc  cotta  adyrcheif  arywerth. 
Yn  nawvettyd  cbwefurawr  od- 
ymeill  ac  eredic,  gwerth  yteithi 
adyrcheif  arnaw,  nyd  am  gen, 
noc  va  arbymthec.  Dwy  gCm- 
yawc  or  tymhor.  Ac  yna  ytal 
chwech  adeugein,  kalan  racvyr, 
dec  adeugein  kalan  chwefrawr, 
deudec  adeugein. T  rannoeth  dwy 
geinyawc  or  tymhor  agymher. 
Ac  yna  ydodir  gwed  arnaw.  Ac 
yna  ydyrcheif  pedeir  keinyawc 
kyfureith  arnaw,  hyd  pan  vo, 
friTgeinhaWl,  yvelly. 


Teithi  ych  y w  eredic  yng  rych 
ac  yg  gwellr,  acynhailt,  ac  yng- 
waered,  ahynny  yn  ditortrrwic 
dirrwyffic,  ac  ny  byd  teithiawl 
onybyd  velly. 


firft  of  December,  fix-pence ; 
from  thence  until  Lady-day, 
eight-pence;  the  firft  of  May, 
ten;  Auguft  twelve;  All-Saints- 
day,  fourteen ;  Lady-day,  fix- 
teen;  firft  of  May,  eighteen; 
Auguft,  twenty ;  All-Saints-day, 
twenty-two;  Lady-day,  twenry- 
four;  the  next  morning  a  yoke 
fti all  be  put  upon  him ;  and  four 
curtailed  pence  'Ilia'll  be  advanced 
on  his  price.  On  the  ninth 
day  of  February,  if  able  to 
plough,  the  value  of  his  maturi¬ 
ty  'fhall  be  advanced  Upon  him  ; 
namely,  ftxteen-pence  ;  two¬ 
pence  for  the  fea-fon ;  and  then 
he  is  worth  forty-fix- pence  ;  the 
firft  ofDecember, fifty-pence  jfirft 
of  ‘February,  fifty-two-pence ; 
the  next  morning,  two-pence 
for  thefteafon  fhall  be  allowed 
Upon  him ;  and  then  a  yoke  fhall 
be  put  upon  him ;  and  there¬ 
upon  four-pence  in  law  fhall  be 
advanced  upon  him  in  that  man¬ 
ner,  until  it  amounts  to  three- 
icore. 

The  mature  qualities  of  an 
ox  is,  to  plough  in  the  fur¬ 
row,  and  upon  the  grafs,  up  and 
down  hill ;  and  that  without 
ftubbornnefs,  and  without  ftart- 
inrr;  and  he  is  not  of  matuie 
qualities  except  he  fhall  be  io. 


Or  ban  anher  ebawl,  ifli  From  the  time  that  a  foal  is 
keinnyawc  k.  yw  ywerth  hyd  caft,  four-pence  is  its  value  until 
awft,  kalan  racvyr,  xii.  kalan  Auguft;  the  firft  of  December, 

chwef-  twelve^ 


ANCIENT  LAWS. 


357 


chwefurawr,  deunaw,  kalan  mei, 
xxiiii.  Awft  dec  arhvgein, 
kalan  racvyr,  xvi.  arhvgeint, 
kalan  chwefurawr  dwy  acdeu- 
gein,  kalan  mei,  wyth  adeugein, 
aw  ft,  trughein  atal.  Odyna  y- 
dyrcheit  armiw,deudec  keinyawc 
pob  tymor  hyd  galan  mei,  ac 
yna  teirblwyd  vyd.  Yfev  atal 
yna  vnarbymthec  aphedwar 
vgein,  ydyd  ydalher,  xx.  adyr- 
cheif  arnaw,  Ban  frwyner, 
Hii0r.  ac  yuelly  hanner  punt 
atal.  Obyd  amws  ae  befgi, 
jchwech  wythnos,  punt  atalf 


Pedeir  arhugeintyn  gwerth  ra?- 
wn  maws  othyrir  wrth  ygoloren. 

Othorir  ygoloren  hagen,  gwerth 
yr  amws  oil,  atelir,  adilis  vyd  yr 
amws  vyth  yr  nep  ae  llygrws. 
Lly  gad  amws  aegluft,  xxiiii, 
atal  pob  vn  chonunt 


Chweugeint  y  w  gwerth  rwmft. 
Rawn  rwmfi,  nev  gluft,  nev  y- 
lygad,  deudec  keinyawc  adal  pob 
vn  ohonuntjolledir.  Olledir  ygol¬ 
oren  gwerth  march  oil,  atelir,  ar 
inarcli  yr  nep  ae  llycro.  Ac 
vclly  ^m  bop  march.  Ac  velly 


twelve;  the  firft  of  February, 
eighteen ;  the  firft  of  May, 

twenty-four;  Auguft,  thirty; 
firft  of  December,  fix-and-thirtv; 
firft  of  February,  two-and-forty; 
firft  of  May,  eight-and  forty ; 
in  Auo-uft,  three-fcore  is  its  va- 
lue.  From  thence,  twelve- 
pence  fhall  be  advanced  upon  it, 
every  feafon,  until  the  firft  of 
May,  and  then  it  will  be  three 
years  old.  It  is  then  worth 
four-fcore  and  fixteen-pence; 
the  day,  on  which  it  is  caught 
twenty  fhall  be  advanced  upon 
it ;  when  bridled,  four ;  and  fo 
it  will  be  worth  half  of  a  pound. 
If  it  fhould  be  a  ftallion,  and 
fattened  for  fix  weeks,  it  is 
wTorth  a  pound, 

Twenty-four-pence  is  the 
value  of  the  hair  of  a  ftal- 
l}on,  if  cut  clofe  to  the  tail  ; 
if  the  tail  is  alfo  cut,  the  full  va¬ 
lue  of  the  ftallion  fhall  be  paid  ; 
and  the  ftallion  fhall  be  ever 
after  fecured  to  him,  who  fhall 
have  disfigured  him.  A  ftal- 
lion’s  eye,  and  his  ear,  twenty - 
four-pence  is  the  value  of  each 
of  them. 

Six-fcore-pence  is  the  va¬ 
lue  of  a  gelding.  The  tail 
hair  of  a  gelding,  or  his  ear,  or 
his  eye,  twelve-pence  is  the  va¬ 
lue  of  each  of  them,  if  either 
fhall  be  cut;  if  the  tail  fhall  be 
cut  off,  the  full  value  of  the 
A  a  3  horfo 


358 


CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796. 


gwerth  palfre.  March  tom 
nev  gafec  tom,  vn  werth  ac  vn 
dyrchavael  vyd  ac  cidon,  eithyr 
eu  teithi 


Teithi  march  tom  nev  gafec 
tom  y  w,dwy  n  p wu  allufgaw  carr 
yn  alit  agwaeredyn  dirrwyfic. 


Eneb  agymerho  march  aven- 
ffic,  ac  ollwgyr  ygeuyn,  yndi- 
gwydo  yblew  yn  hagyr,  taled, 
1 1 1 1 .  keinyawc  kyfreith  yberch- 
enawc  vmarch.  Ghuuyas  hagen 
oadlo  henllwgyr  athori  yton  hyd 
y  kic,  wyth  keinyvvac  kyfureith 
atal.  Ochyr  hagen  yton  ar  cic 
hyd  yrafgwrn,  talhed  vnarbym- 
thec. 


Ynep  awertho  march  lhvygyr 
heb  arganuod  yllwyc  aduered 
trayan  ygwerth  dracheuyn, 

Yneb  adifferho  march  rac 
Hadron,  pedeir  keinnyawc  kyf¬ 
ureith  ageiff  ygkyueir  pob 
huwch  adalho  y march  ygan 
berchennawc  ymarch.  Pwy- 
bynnac  adiffero  bvwch  nev  ych 

rac 


horfe  fhall  be  paid,  and  the  horfe 
to  the  perfon  that  fhall  disfigure 
him ;  and  fo  for  every  horfe ; 
andfo  the  value  of  a  palfrey.  A 
drudge  horfe  and  a  drudge  mare, 
the  fame  value  and  the  lame  ad¬ 
vance  fhall  be  as  on  kine,  ex¬ 
cept  in  their  mature  qualities. 

The  mature  qualities  of  a 
drudge  horfe,  or  drudge  mare, 
are,  carrying  a  load,  and  draw¬ 
ing  a  drag  up  hill,  and  down  hill, 
without  being  reffive. 

Whoever  fhall  take  a  horfe 
upon  loan,  and  fhould  he  hurt 
his  back,  fo  that  the  hair  fhall 
fall  off  very  much,  let  him  pay 
four-pence  in  law,  to  the  owner 
of  the  horfe.  If  there  fhould 
be  a  peeling  off,  alfo,  from  the 
gathering  anew  of  an  old  fore, 
and  the  fkin  break  through  to  the 
fleih,  eight-pence  in  law  fhall 
he  pay.  Alfo,  fhould  the  fkin 
and  the  flefh  be  cut  to  the  bone, 
let  him  pay  fixteen-pence. 

Whoever  fhall  fell  an  unfound 
horfe,  without  difcovering  the 
blemifli,  let  him  reftore  back 
the  third  of  the  price. 

He  that  (hall  refcue  a  horfe 
from  thieves,  four-pence  in 
law  fhall  he  have  for  every 
cow  which  the  horfe  may  be 
worth,  from  the  owner  of  the 
horfe.  Whoever  fhall  fave  a 


cow, 
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rac  Hadron,  yn  vnwlad  ar  perch-  cow,  or  an  ox,  from  thieves,  in 
ennawc,  mi.  k.  ageif.  Os  the  country  where  the  owner  re- 
yngorwland  ydifferir, wyth gein-  Tides,  fhall  have  four-pence;  if 
yawc  ageiff.  it  fhall  be  fecured,  out  of  the  li¬ 

mit  of  the  country,  he  fhall  have 
eight- pence. 


Ynep  awertho  eidyon  rodet 
diogelrwyd  ti  i  diev,  atheir  nos 
rac  ydery,  athri  mis  rac  yr  yfg- 
yueint,  ablwydyn  rac  ypellenev. 


Yneb  awertho  moch  bid  ydan 
tri  heint,  yvynyglawc,  ar  hval- 
awc,  ac  nad  yffon  ev  perchyll. 


Yneb  awertho  deveid  bid 
ydan  tri  heint,  yllederw,  ar 
durrud,  achlafuyri.  Os  gwedy 
kalan  gayaf  ygwerth  bid  hyd 
pan  gaffoent  eu  teir  gwala  or 
tauawl  newyd  ygwanhwyn. 


Ynep  awertho  lloy  nev  dine- 
wyd,  bid  ydan  glafyri  hyd  wyl 
badric. 


Yneb  awertho  yfgrybyl  rode 
lw  ary  trydyd  owyr  yn  vreint 
ac  ef,  nas  dodes  ymewn  ty 
ybei  glafri  yndaw  ieith  mlyned 
kyn  no  hynny. 

Ollad 


He  that  fhall  fell  a  beaft,  let 
him  give  fecurity  for  three  days 
and  three  nights,  againfl  the 
flaggers ;  and  three  months 
againfl  the  difordered  liver  ;  and 
a  year,  againfl  the  glanders. 

Whoever  fells  fvvine  let  him 
be  anfwerable  for  three  difor- 
ders ;  the  fvvelling  of  the  neck, 
and  weak  legs,  and  that  they 
fhall  not  devour  their  pigs.  . 

Whoever  fhall  fell  fheep,  let 
him  be  anfwerable  for  three  dis¬ 
orders  ;  the  liver  difeafe,  and  the 
rot,  and  the  fcab.  If  he  fells 
after  the  firft  of  November,  let 
him  anfwer  until  they  fhall 
get  their  fill  three  times  of  the 
new  docks,  in  the  fpring. 

Whoever  fhall  fell  calves,  or 
fleers,  let  him  be  anfwerable 
againfl  the  fcab,  until  the  fefti- 
val  of  Patrick. 

s 

Whoever  fhall  fell  a  beaft, 
let  him  give  the  oath  of  three 
men  of  the  fame  rank  with 
himfelf,  that  he  has  not  put 
it  in  a  houle,  wherein  there 
A  a  4  might 
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might  have  been  a  diftemper  for 
feven  years  before  that. 


Ollad  moch  dyn,  talhed  ev 
perchennawc  galanas  ydyn. 

i 

> 

Yneb  alado  cath  awarchatto 
ty  ac  yfgubawr  ybrenhin,  ypheii 
aofodir  yr  daear  ae  llofgwrii 
yvyny  ar  lawr  gwafiad,  ac 
cdyna  bwrvv  .  grawn  gwenith, 
amyphen  hyd  ban  gudyei  vlaen 
yllofgwrn.  Cath  arall,  mi. 
keinnyawc  kyfureith.  Teithi 
cath  y  w  ybod  yngyfgluft,  gyflyg- 
ad,  kyfyewin,  gyflofgwrn, 
divann  otan  allad  llygod,  ac  nad 
yflo  ychanawon,  ac  na  atheric 
ar  bop  lloer,  Ygwerth  yw 
ytheithi. 


Nybyddirwy  am  gi,  kyddycer 
yn  lledrad,  nachamlwrw.  Llw 
vn  dyn  fyd  ydiwad  ki.  Ochyrch 
ki  dyn  yr  keifyaw  yvrathv,  kyd 
lladei  ydyn  yki,  ac  aryv  oe  law, 
nythal  dim  amdanaw.  Obrath 
ki  neb  dyn  ynedel  ygwaed,  taled 
yarglwyd  gwaed  ydyn,  ac  ollad 
ydyn  yki,  kyn  fymud  or  lie, 
nycheifF  namyn,  vnarbymthec 
oaryan 


If  fwine  fhall  kill  a  perfon, 
let  the  owner  pay  the  death  fa- 
tisfadlion  of  the  perfon. 

Whoever  fhall  kill  a  cat, 
which  guards  the  houfe  and  the 
barn  of  the  king,  her  head  fhall 
be  put  towards  the  earth,  and 
her  tail  upwards,  upon  an  even 
floor,  and  then  he  fhall  pour 
wheat  corn  about  her,  until  the 
tip  of  her  tail  is  covered  over. 
Another  cat  is  worth  four- pence 
in  law.  The  required  qualities  of 
a  cat  are,  to  be  perfedt  eared,  per- 
fedl  eyed,  perfect  nailed,  perfedt 
tailed,  unmarked  by  fire,  and 
killing  mice,  and  that  file  de¬ 
vours  not  her  kittens,  and  that 
file  does  not  rut  upon  every 
moon.  Her  value  are  her  re¬ 
quired  qualities. 

There  (hall  be  no  fine  for  a 
dog,  though  he  fhould  be  taken 
away  by  health ;  neither  a  tref- 
pafs  fatisfadlion.  The  oath  of 
one  man  is  a  full  denial  refpedt- 
ing  a  dog.  If  a  dog  fhall  fet 
upon  a  perfon,  to  attempt  to 
bite  him,  though  the  perfon 
might  kill  the  dog,  with  a  wea¬ 
pon  from  his  hand,  he  fhall  pay 
nothing  for  him.  If  a  dog  fhall 
bite  any  perfon,  until  the  blood 
comes,  let  his  mafter  pay  the 
perfon’s  blood ;  but  if  the  perfon 

kills 


Ki 
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Ki  kyneuodic  arwyco  dynyon 
teirgweith  onys  Had  yarglwyd, 
ogyfureith  y  rwyrair  wrth  droet 
yarglwyd,  dwy  rychwant  y  wrth- 
aw,  ac  yuelly  ylledir.  Ac 
odyna  tribuhin  camlwry  yr 
brcnhin. 


Ny  diwygir  awnel  ki  claf, 
odrwc  kany  ellir  medyant  arnaw. 


Ny  byd  dirwy  nachamlwrw 
am  nep  edeinyawc,  kyd  dycer. 
yn  lledrad.  Ywerth  kyfureith- 
yawl  atelir  hagen  onycheffir  ef. 


Mordrydaf  gwenynen,  pedeir 
arhugeint  adal.  Egynteid  vnar- 
bymthec  adal,  Yr  eilheid  dec 
keinyawc,  adal.  Kynteid  ygynt- 
cid,  wyth  geinyawc  adal.  Mor- 
drydaf  gwedy  el  kynteid  ohonei, 
vgein  atal.  Gwedy  el  yr  eilheid 
ohonei,  vnarbymthecadal.  Gwe¬ 
dy  el  ytryded,  deudec  adal. 
Nythalneb  heid  narnyn,  pedeir 
keinnyawc,  kyn  no  yboed  tri 
diev  kyn  awft,  vn  ygeifyaw  ylle, 
ar  eil  ywndau,  ar  trydit  yor- 
ffovvys.  Yn  nawuettyd  kyn 

awft, 


kills  the  dog,  before  he  moves 
from  the  place,  he  Hi  all  have 
only  fixteen  pieces  of  filver. 

A  dog,  accuftomed  to  bite,  that 
lhall  tear  people  three  times,  if 
his  mailer  does  not  kill  him,  by 
law  he  fhall  be  tied  to  the  foot  of 
his  mailer,  two  fpan-lengths 
diftant,  and  in  that  manner  he 
111  all  be  killed  ;  and  then  three 
kine  in  fatisfadtion  for  wrong  to 
the  king. 

No  amends  fhall  be  made  for 
what  a  difordered  dog  may  do 
of  mifchief,  for  no  pofifefiion 
can  be  kept  of  him. 

There  fhall  be  neither  a  fine, 
nor  fatisfadlion  of  wrong,  for 
any  winged  creature,  though  it 
lhall  be  ftollen ;  but  the  lawful 
value  of  it  fhall  be  paid,  if  it  can¬ 
not  be  recovered. 

The  hive  of  a  bee,  its  value 
is  twenty-four-pence ;  the  firft 
fwarm,  its  value  is  fixteen- 
pence;  the  fecond  fwarm,  its 
value  is  ten-pence;  the  firft 
fwarm  of  the  firft  fwarm,  eight- 
pence.  A  beehive,  after  the 
firft  fwarm  is  gone  out  of  it, 
its  value  is  twenty-pence ;  after 
the  fecond  fwarm  is  gone  out  it, 
ftxteen- pence  is  its  value ;  after 
the  third  is  gone,  twelve-pence 
is  its  value.  No  fort  of  fwarm 
is  worth  more  than  four-pence, 

if 
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awft,  pcdeir  arhugeint  adal  pop 
heid  canys  breint  modrydaf 
agyrner  yna. 


Yncp  agaffo  heid  ar  gagh'en, 
ar  dir  dyn  arall,  mi.  k.  ageiff 
ygan  berchennawc  ytir  omyn 
yntev  yr  heid.  Ynep  agaffo 
bydaf  ar  dir  dyn  arali  keinyawc 
Icyfureith  ageiff,  neu  ycwyr  ar 
dewis  perchenawc  ytir. 


Or  pan  doter  yr  hyd  yny 
ciaear  yny  el  yny  yfgvb,  aryant 
tal  adaw  amdanaw.  Ac  odyna 
yfgvb  yach  am  yglaf.  Obop 
march  avo  hual  arnaw  nev 
laffetheir  keynyawc  ydyd  adwy 
ynos.  Obyd  difgyfurith  dimei 
ydyd,  acheinyawc  ynos,  athaled 
tribuhin.  Obyd  hagcn  am 
yneilltroed  idaw  velly  nychyll 
dim.  Obop  eidyon  buarth 
dimei  ydyd,  acheinyawc  ynos. 
Or  cadw  kyfureith  or  modi  yr 
hwch  adewifo  eithyr  tri  llwdyn 
arbennic.  Dalyed  yr  hwch 
avynho  yny  dillyngher  oe  chyf- 
ureith.  Odyna  ef  adyly  yadla 
or  pryd  bwy  gilyd,  ac  yna 
yehynnyc  yr  perchennawc  onys 
gollwng  ar  ygyfureith,  gwnaed 

cf 


if  it  fhould  not  come  three  days 
before  Auguft:  one  to  feek  for 
a  place,  the  fecond  to  form  it- 
felf,  and  the  third  to  reft.  On 
the  ninth  day  before  Auguft, 
twenty-four-pence  is  the  value 
of  any  fwarm,  for  then  it  takes 
the  privilege  of  the  hive. 

Whoever  fhall  find  a  fwarm 
on  a  bough, upon  another  perfon’s 
land,  fhall  have  four-pence  from 
the  proprietor  of  the  land,  if  he 
fhould  claim  the  fwarm  Who¬ 
ever  fhall  find  a  neft  of  bees, 
upon  another  perfon’s  land,  fhall 
have  a  penny  in  law,  or  the 
wax,  as  the  proprietor  of  the 
land  may  chooie. 

From  the  time  when  corn  is 
put  in  the  ground,  until  it  goes 
into  its  fheaf,  payment  in  money 
fhall  come  for  it,  and  after¬ 
wards  a  found  fheaf  for  a  da¬ 
maged  one.  On  account  of 
every  horfe,  on  which  there 
fhall  be  a  fetter,  or  a  clog,  a 
penny  for  the  day,  and  two  the 
night.  If  he  fhould  be  mifehie- 
vous,  a  half-penny  the  day,  and 
a  penny  the  night ;  and  let  three 
heads  of  cattle  be  paid;  but 
fhould  he  be  fo  with  a  faften- 
ing  on  every  other  toot,  nothing 
fhall  be  loft  upon  him.  On  ac¬ 
count  of  every  folded  beaft,  a 
halfpenny  the  day,  and  a  penny 
the  night.  Out  of  the  lawful 
herd  of  fwjne,  the  fow, which  may 

be 
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cf  ydefnyd  or  hwch,  ahynny 
ygwyd  tyftyon.  Yffef  yw 
ycadw  kyfureith  or  moch,  deu- 
dec  llwdyn,  abaed.  Or  cadw 
kyfureith  or  deueit  dauad,  ac  o 
bym  llwdyn,  ffyrdling  adeliir 
pob  vn  ohonunt.  Yffef  yw 
ycadw  or  deueid.  Dec  llwdyn 
arhugein  ahwrd.  Or  cadw  kyf¬ 
ureith  or  wyn,  oen,  ac  obob 
oen,  wy  yar  adeliir.  Or  geifuyr 
ac  or  mynhev,  ffyrlling  adeliir 
am  bob  vn  ohonunt.  Ynep 
agaffo  gwydeu  ar  y  yd.  T ored 
ffon  avo  kyhyd  ac  oben  yelin 
hyd  ymlaen  yhirvys,  yngyu- 
vraled  ac  ymynho.  Lladed 
ygwydev  ar  y  hyd,  ac  alado 
odieithr  yr  yd,  taled.  Gwydev 
f  gaffer  yn  llygru  yd  drwy 
yfgvbawr  nev  ydlan.  Gwafged 
wialen  ar  ev  mwnygwl  agaded 
yno  yny  vo  marw.  Ynep  agaffo 
yar  yny  yfgvbawr  nev  yny  ard 
lin.  Dalyed  yny  dillyngho 
yperchenawc,  o  wy.  Neu 
odeily  ykeillyawc  tored  ewin 
idaw  gan  bob  daly  agollynghed, 
neu  o  wy  ob  yar  or  avo  adanaw. 
Ynep  adalyo  cath  yny  ard  lin, 
talhed  yllwgyr.  Ynep  adalyo 
lloe  yny  yd  attalyed  or  pryd  bwy 
gilyd  heb  laeth  ev  mam.  Ac 
yna  gollynghed  yn  ryd. 

Ollygrir 


be  chofen ;  except  three  felefil 
ones  ;  let  the  fow  fixed  upon  be 
caught  hold  of  until  fhe  {hall  be 
liberated  by  law.  Afterwards 
the  perfon  ought  to  lay  hold  of 
her  from  time  to  time,  and  there¬ 
upon  to  offer  her  to  the  owner, 
who,  if  he  dees  not  fet  her  at 
large  by  the  law,  let  the  other 
take  the  fow  to  his  own  ufe,  and 
that  in  the  prefence  of  witneffes. 
A  lawful  herd  of  fwine  confifts 
of  twelve  animals  and  a  boar. 
Out  of  a  lawful  flock  of  flieep, 
a  flieep,  and  for  every  five  ani¬ 
mals,  a  farthing  fliall  be  paid 
for  each  of  them.  A  lawful 
flock  of  flieep  confifls  of  thirty 
animals  and  a  ram.  Out  of  a 
lawful  flock  of  lambs,  a  lamb, 
and  for  every  lamb  a  hen  egg 
fliall  be  paid.  On  account  of 
the  goats,  and  the  kids,  a  far¬ 
thing  fliall  be  paid  for  each  of 
them*.  Whoever  fliall  find 
geefe  upon  his  com,  let  him  cut 
a  flick,  which  fliall  be  as  long 
as  from  his  elbow  to  his  middle 
finger,  and  as  thick  as  he 
pleafes ;  let  him  kill  the  geefe  at 
its  length ;  but  as  many  as  he 
fliall  kill  out  of  the  corn,  let 
him  pay  for.  Geefe,  which 
fliall  be  found  damaging  corn 
through  a  barn  or  rick  fence, 
let  him  tighten  a  rod  round  their 

necks, 


*  The  feveral  payments  on  account  of  the  different  animals,  above  fpecified,  are  for 
the  damage  done  by  them  to  the  corn. 
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Ollygrir  yd  yneb  dyn  yn  emyl 
trefgord,  ac  nachafFo  daly  vn 
llwdyn  arnaw,  kymered  ycreir 
adoed  yr  tref.  Ac  othynghant 
lw  dirnabod.  Talhent  yr  yd,  yr 
ry w  lwdyn.  Ar  gyfureith  honno 
aelwir,  telhitor  gwedy  halawg- 
lw. 


Odeily  dyn  yfgrybyl  ar  yd 
abod  ymryfon,  yrwng  ydeil- 
hyad  apherchennawc  yr  yfgryb- 
yl,  ydeilhyad  yr  yfgrybyl  biev 

tynghv 


necks,  and  let  him  leave  them 
there,  till  they  are  dead.  Who¬ 
ever  finds  a  hen  in  his  barn,  or 
in  his  flax  garden,  let  him 
catch  hold  of  her  until  the  owner 
fhall  fet  her  at  large,  by  giving 
an  egg;  or,  if  he  fhall  lay  hold 
of  the  cock,  let  him  cut  one  of 
bis  claws,  and  let  him  c]o  fo 
every  time,  and  then  let  him 
loofe ;  or  by  having  an  egg  from 
every  hen  that  he  fhall  tread. 
Whoever  fhall  catch  a  cat  in  his 
flax  garden,  let  him  be  paid  the 
damage.  Whoever  fhall  find 
calves  in  his  corn,  let  him  con? 
fine  them  from  time  to  time, 
without  their  mother’s  milk, 
and  then  let  him  fet  them  at 
large. 

If  damage  fhall  be  done 
to  the  corn  of  any  perfon, 
bordering  upon  a  common 
townfhip,  and  he  not  having 
been  able  to  lay  hold  of  one 
beaf!  upon  it,  let  him  take  the 
relick,  and  let  him  come  into 
the  town ;  and  if  the  people 
there  fhall  fwear  an  oath  of 
ignorance,  let  them  make  good 
the  corn  on  account  of  fuch 
beaft :  And,  that  law  is  called* 
paying  after  a  corrupt  oath, 

If  a  perfon  fhall  catch  a  beafl 
in  the  corn,  and  there  fhould  be 
a  difpute,  between  the  captor  and 
the  owner  of  the  beafl,  the 

paptor 
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tynghv  caffael  olyeid  ableinyeid 
yr  yfgrybyl  ar  yr  yd. 


Odeily  dyn  yfgrybyl  angkynev- 
in  ar  yd,  nev  ar  y  gweir  acymlad 
or  yfgrybyl  yny  gwarchac  a  Had 
o  vn  yllall,  perchenawc  yllwdyn 

alado  yllall  ae  tal.  Ar  deilyad 
auyd  ryd. 

Ollad  yfgrybyl  trefgord 
llwdyn,  ac  na  wyper  pwy 
ae  llado,  kymered  perchennawc 
yllwdyn  ykreiryev  achymered 
lw  yganbawp  dyrnabod.  Odyna 
talent  yryw  eidyon.  Ac  obyd 
eidyon  moel  ran  dev  eidyon  aa 
arnaw.  Ar  gyfureith  honno 
aelwir  llwyr  tal  gwedy  llwyr 
twng.  Obyd  adef  Had  oeidyoa 
vHall  talked  vn  diohir. 


captor  of  the  bead  mud  fwear 
of  his  finding  followers  and 
leaders  to  the  bead,  in  the 
corn. 

If  a  .perfon  fliall  capture 
a  drange  bead  in  the  corn, 
or  in  the  hay,  and  the  bead 
diould  fight  with  others  in 
the  inclofure,  and  one  kill  the 
other,  the  owner  of  the  bead 
that  kills  the  other  pays,  and  the 
captor  fhall  be  free. 

If  an  animal  belonging  to  a 
common  towndiip  kills  a  bead, 
and  it  diould  not  be  known  by 
what  one  it  was  killed,  let  the 
owner  of  the  bead  take  the  relicks, 
and  let  him  procure  an  oath  of 
ignorance  from  every  body  there, 
and  then  let  them  pay  for  fuch 
a  kine ;  and  if  it  diould  be  a 
kine  without  horns,  the  value 
of  two  kine  fhall  be  counted 
upon  it :  And  that  law  is  called, 
complete  payment  after  com¬ 
plete  fwearing.  If  there  diould 
be  an  acknowledgement  of  one 
bead  killing  another,  let  pay¬ 
ment  be  made  without  delay. 


"To  be  continued . 
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STATISTICAL  ACCOUNT 


OF  THE 


PARISHES  OF  LLANERFUL,  LLANGADVAN, 

AND 


GARTH-BEIBIO, 


IN  MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 

Written  in  the  year  1792,  hy  the  late  William  Jones.  Communi¬ 


cated  by  W.  D.  with  Notes . 


SECTION  I. 
EXTENT,  SOIL,  &c. 


THESE  three  parifhes  may 

be  computed  in  length, 

from  Pont  y  Liogel  which  joins 

them  to  Llanmihangel,  to  Pen- 

tre’r  Lludw  on  the  borders  of 

Llanbrynmair,  feven  miles;  and 

from  Drum-wen,  which  divides 

them  from  Llanvair-Caereinion, 

to  Drum-ddu,  on  the  confines  of 

Llanv am wddwv,  five  miles. 

«>  J 

Here  is  but  a  fmall  quantity  of 
level  ground,  being  but  narrow 


flips  along  the  fides  of  the  rivers. 
The  foil  on  the  l  ifing  ground  is 
but  thin,  lying  chiefly  on  a  fliff 
clay,  or  a  brittle  {late;  and  mold 
commonly  fo  poor  as  not  to  be 
capable  of  producing  any  man¬ 
ner  of  corn,  and  without  paring, 
burning,  or  being  well  manured. 
About  one-third  part  of  the 
country  is  an  uncultivated  wafie, 
which  is  likely  to  continue  in 
that  (late,  a  great  part  thereof 
being  moorifh  or  boggy*,  and 

not 


*  This  is  a  very  good  reafon  why  they 
arc  capable  of  being  effectually  drained, 
foils  is  not  at  all  known  in  Wales,  except 


fhould  be  inclofed,  efpecially  fuch  parcels  as 
It  is  a  public  lofs  that  the  value  of  peat 
for  fuel.  What  an  acquiiition  would  it  be 

thought 
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not  worth  the  expence  of  divid¬ 
ing  and  inclofmg.  All  the  dry 
fpots  are  claimed  by  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  farmers  for  iheep-walks,  by 
prefcription.  The  wool  in  ge¬ 
neral  is  coarfe,  and  the  more  fo 
on  the  higheft  hills,  among  the 
heath  and  turbaries,  which  con¬ 
tain  the  hardefc  breed  of  Iheep  in 
Wales,  and  with  good  reafon, 
becaufe  no  other  can  live  or 
th  rive  upon  them. 

The  rocks,  in  quarries,  and 
where  they  thruft  out  their  crag¬ 
gy  tops  above  the  fummits  of 
the  hills,  are  ranged  from  fouth- 


weft  to  north-eaft,  and  dip  to 
the  weft,  making  an  angle  with 
the  horizon  of  about  70  degrees: 
and  though  they  may  in  fome 
places  feem  to  lie  in  a  confufed 
manner,  yet  their  anomaly  is 
but  of  a  fliort  continuance,  and 
they  foon  refume  their  original 
direction. 

No  minerals  have  been  found 
in  thefe  parilhes,  except  a  few 
fpecimens  of  copper  ore,  which 
were  dug  up  in  the  townfhip  of 
Coed-Talog,  on  the  land  of 
Robert  Lloyd,  Efq;  of  Ofvvef- 
try  f. 


thought  by  an  Englifh  farmer,  to  have  a  piece  of  turbary  upon  his  farm,  to  manure  his 
other  foils  with.  A  top-drefhng  of  peat-duft  (called  by  the  Welfh,  mnvlwg  maivn') 
•w  ould  be  a  great  promoter  of  fertility  upon  meadow-lands  confiding  of  different  foils, 
fuch  as  clay,  gravel,  fand,  &e.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret,  that  lime  lies  at  a  great  didance 
from  many  places  in  Wales,  efpeciaily  the  parts  in  quedion.  <  It  were  to  be  wilbed, 

*  that  farmers  in  general  underftood  the  principle,  on  which  lime  acts  upon  peat.  It 

*  a<5ts,  by  deflroying  the  organic  drucdure  of  thofe  parts  of  vegetables,  which  are  info* 
(  luble  in  water;  by  which  new  compounds  are  formed,  which  accelerate  vegetation. 

*  Hot  lime  in  too  great  a  quantity,  will  carbonate  (char.)  the  peat,  and  diffipate  its 
‘  good  qualities  by  gazes  (airs).  The  heat  generated  by  the  flaking  of  the  lime,  and 

*  the  humidity  of  the  peat,  fhould  be  moderate.  The  proportion  of  lime  to  peat  in 

*  mixture  fhould  be  one-iixth.  The  gazes  thus  generated  will  be  inflammable  air, 

*  and  phlogidic  air,  forming  volatile  alkali.  And  in  the  courfe  of  the  procefs,  a  foluble 

*  faline  matter  procured,  confining  of  phofphat  and  oxalat  of  ammoniac,  whofe  bene- 

*  ficial  effects  on  vegetation  are  well  known  to  chemical  farmers.  The  proportion  of 

*  the  lime  to  the  peat,  here  given,  fhould  be  well  attended  to,  and  mixed  under  cover, 

*  from  rain,  &c.  and  too  much  expofure  to  the  air  w  ill  prevent  a  due  action  of  the 

*  lime  upon  the  peat.  Dung  and  urine  are  preferable  to  lime  to  be  mixed  with  peat, 

*  becaufe  of  their  containing  more  alkaline  fait.  To  peat  foils,  lime  unmixed  is  the 

*  bed  manure,  and  that  in  its  molt  caufiic  date.  Peat  in  its  natural  date,  mixed  wifli 
(  too  fmall  a  quantity  of  dung,  is  a  common  manure  in  Scotland,  and  a  crop  of  forrel 

*  is  the  confequence,  owing  to  the  oxygenation  of  the  peat.’  Hence  the  fcites  of 
peat  flacks  (dafau  rnawn)  upon  the  Welfh  hills  are  generally  covered  with  forrel. 

Lord  Dundonald’s  Chemical  Agriculture,  p.  HO 

•f*  A  company  of  adventurers  have  now,  in  the  Spring  of  1797,  begun  to  fink  for 
i€«al  at  Govylehan,  near  Llanervui  ;  but  apparently  with  little  profpe<ft  of  fuccefs. 


On 
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On  the  common  of  Craig  y  go, 
being  the  north  fide  of  the  fame 
hill,  may  be  feen  traces  of  min¬ 
ing  ;  and  at  the  foot  of  that  de¬ 
clivity,  facing  Llanmihangel, 
there  is  a  cave  called  Ogov 


Dolanog, ,  but  fo  narrow  that  a 
man  cannot  go  far  into  it; 
which  is  the  cafe  in  moft  old 
Roman  mine -works,  whereof 
I  guefs  this  to  be  one. 


SECTION  //. 
RIVERS,  POOLS,  &c. 


'  '  '  f  '  '  A 

The  principal  river  is  the 
Banwy ;  but  called  Marchvjy  by 
Llywarch  Hen ,  in  the  6th  cen¬ 
tury.  It  rifes  on  the  Drum-ddu ; 
divides  Garth-beibio  from  Llan- 
gadvan ;  and  joins  the  Twrch 
a  little  below  the  parifh  church 
ofGarth-Beibio.  TwrchdSio  has 
its  fource  in  the  Drum-ddu,  and 
is  the  mere  between  the  fakl 
parifhes  on  the  other  fide.  The 
Banwy  receives  the  V ermew  (as 
it  is  called  by  late  writers)  near 
the  church  of  Llangadvan. 
This  laft  mentioned  river  is 
known  to  the  people  on  its 
banks  by  the  name  of  Tr  avon 
gam ,  or  the  meandring  ftream. 
Its  fource  is  within  the  parifh  of 
Llan-bryn-mair ;  after  receiving 
three  fmall  rivulets  within  the 
town (liip  of  Gevn-Ilys-uchav ,  it 
is  joined  by  the  Cledan  which 
rifeth  at  Cors  yr  ebolion ;  a  little 
below,  it  meets  with  a  imall  li- 
vulet  called  Nodwydd ,  and  then 


joins  the  Banwy.  The  conflux 
of  the  Banwy  and  Vyrnwy  (pro¬ 
perly  fo  called)  or  Avon  Llanw - 
ddyn,  is  at  Mathraval  near  Mei- 
vod. 

The  fifh  are  eels,  trout,  and 
famlet ;  the  latter  leave  us  with 
the  autumn  floods.  Salmon  come 
up  to  fpawn  about  Michaelmas. 
There  is  a  noted  water-fall  on 
the  Vyrnwy  near  Dol-anog , 
where  the  falmon  are  fometimes 
caught  by  throwing  harping- 
irons  faftened  to  cords  at  them, 
when  they  fpring  up. 

On  the  Drum ,  in  the  parifh 
of  Llanervul,  are  three  pools; 
one  is  called  Llyn  y  grin - 
wydden ,  the  pool  of  the  withered 
tree.  This  is  Laid  to  be  an  un¬ 
fathomable  abyfs,  about  70  yards 
over,  containing  no  fifh  but 
eels;  fome  of  a  huge  frze  are 
fa  id  to  crawl  out  of  it  on  thun¬ 
der- 
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der-ftorms.  It  is  fituate  on  a  others  of  the  fame  fpecies :  but 
rocky  hill,  probably  they  are  they  are  in  no  great  plenty, 
frightened  by  the  tremor  they 

feel  where  they  lurk  in  the  ere-  The  theorift  may  here  find  a 
vices  of  the  rocks #.  fubjeft  to  fpeculate  upon.  On 

going,  in  a  dry  fummer,  fome 
The  2d  is  Llyn  hir ,  or  the  years  ago,  to  copy  the  infeription 
long  pool ;  which  may  be  about  of  the  above  deferibed-ftone,  I 
300  yards  in  length,  and  about  found  that  a  great  part  of  the  pool 
half  as  much  m  breath.  The  was  dried  up,  and  obferved  that 
upper  part  of  it  is  as  it  were  {kin-  the  bottom  was  overfpread  with 
ned  over  by  the  Dough  that  is  flumps  and  roots  of  trees.  I 
brought  down  by  the  floods  took  notice  in  particular  of  an 
from  the  turbaries  above  it,  in-  oak-flump  jufl  at  the  water’s 
fomuch  that  flieep  and  men  can  brink,  rooted  in  a  fliff  clayey 
walk  upon  it  like  a  quagmire,  foil;  a  broken  bank  of  peat  foil  of 
But  although  it  lofes  in  one  end,  about  feven  feetdeep,  waflied  by 
it  gains  in  the  other,  by  the  the  waves  of  the  pool,  was  with- 
beating  of  the  waves,  which  are  in  fix  feet  ofit.  I  obferved  that 
forcibly  driven  by  the  well  wind  the  pool  in  a  calm,  when  left  to 
againft  the  banks,  which  confifl  itfelf  in  its  natural  flate,  without 
moflly  of  peat  foil.  On  the  being  dammed  up,  or  drained  off 
north  fide  of  it,  on  dry  feafons,  for  the  ufe  of  a  neighbouring 
is  to  be  feen  a  flat  Done,  where-  mill,  flood  on  a  level  with  the 
on  is  cut  this  infeription,  balls  of  the  faid  peat  foil.  Hence 
M  ET  1430.  This  Done  it  feems  that  a  fubfldency  muft 
lies  but  about  feven  feet  from  the  have  taken  place  in  fome  very 
bank,  whereby  it  appears  that  diflant  period,  bccaufe  the  peal; 
the  water  encroached  no  more  foil  on  the  brink  of  the  pool  is 
than  feven  feet  in  360  years.  about  feven  feet  thick,  and  muft 

have  grown  fince  the  finking. 

The  trout  of  this  pool  are  ac-  Grown  I  fay,  for  it  is  evident 
counted  a  delicacy  on  the  table  that  peat  mofles  are  but  vege- 
of  the  epicurean;  their  flefli  is  table  fibres  preferved  byperpe- 
much  more  red  than  that  of  tual  humidity.  Admitting  this 

*  Denfer  bodies  propagate  vibration  or  found  better  than  rarer  ones;  hence  water  n 
a  better  conductor  ol  found  than  air,  in  proportion  to  its  fuper-denfity.  “  If  two  Hone* 
be  ilruck  together  under  water,  they  may  be  heard  a  mile  or  two  by  any  perfoh  whof# 
head  is  immerfed  at  that  diftance."  Dr.  Franklin, 
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accumulation  to  make  no  more  one  Hopley ,  a  game-keeper,  Of 
progrefs  than  an  inch  in  fifty  rather  a  game-deftroyer,  of  Sir 
years,  which  by-the-bye  I  think  Watkin’s,  out  of  a  fplenetic 
may  be  very  near  the  truth,  it  pique  to  the  neighbouring  fifher- 
may  with  good  reafon  be  fup-  men,  placed  there  a  colony  of 
pofed  that  the  above-mentioned  pike,  which  voracious  new- 
accident  happened  at  the  time  of  comers  entirely  deftroyed  the 
the  general  deluge.  The  fub-  former  peaceful  inhabitants, 
fidency  of  the  pool  has  not  been  The  pool  is  of  a  rhomboidal 

parallel  to  the  horizon,  but  ob-  form,  and  about  a  mile  in  cir- 

lique  ;  the  flumps  of  trees  being  cumference.  By  the  fide  of  it 
much  farther  from  the  furface  of  there  was  fhewn  unto  me  a 

the  water  in  the  middle,  than  flone,  about  half  a  hundred 

-nearer  the  fides.  Such  as  have  weight,  moved  many  yards  by 

fwam  acrofs,  fay,  that  they  could  the  wind.  Credat  Judaus  ApeU 

fland  upon  roots  of  trees  far  la,  the  reader  may  fay,  non  ego : 
within  it.  But  the  pool  is  fituate  on  an 

eminence  that  runs  from  north  to 

The  third  is  Lyn-y-bugail ,  fouth;  to  the  weft  of  this  ridge 
the  fhepherd’s  pool;  which  has  are  very  deep  hollows,  fomet* 
nothing  in  it  remarkable,  fave  what  open  to  the  fouth-weft  and 
that  it  breeds  nothing  but  eels.  north-weft,  in  which  the  weft 

wind  being  colledled,  it  burfts  in 

On  the  borders  of  LJanbryn -  violent  gufts  through  an  opening 
Mair,  within  the  parifh  of  Llan-  in  the  ridge,  which  being  in  a 
crvul,  ftands  the  pool  of  Llyn  line  with  the  fide  of  the  pool, 
Gwydd'ior ,  or  more  properly  (I  drives  the  water  where  it  is  but 
fuppofe)  Llyn  Cadivor ,  a  Britifh  fhallow,  like  a  rapid  torrent 
proper  name,  probably  fome-  along  the  fide  of  the  bank ;  and 
time  of  a  perfon  who  was  pro-  the  flone  in  queftion  being  of 
prietor  thereof.  This  is  a  clear  fomewhat  a  cylindrical  form, 
pool,  with  a  gravelly  bottom,  was  rolled  by  the  medium  of 
which  formerly  contained  a  great  water. 

.plenty  of  trout ;  but  of  late  years, 
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SECTION  III. 


DIVISIONS,  &c.  OF  EACH  PARTICULAR  PARISH. 


I.  Llanervul ,  contains  fix 
towndiips. — 1.  Llyfyn ;  2.Coed- 
Talog;  3.  Cynniwyli;  4.  Cran; 
5.  Cevn-llys-ucha ;  6.  Cevn- 
llvs-ifa. 

J 

It  is  probable,  that  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Cevn-llys-ucha  had  no 
feats  in  the  church  of  Llanervul 
before  the  Herberts  of  Llyfyn 
repaired  the  infide  thereof,  and 
fixed  pews  in  the  chancel ;  and 
that  the  faid  town  {hip  being 
abbey-land,  belonged  to  the 
chapel  at  Dolmen ,  now  in  ruins. 


The  church  of  Llanervul,  is 
dedicated  to  Urvul  Sanies , 
whole  feafl  or  wake  is  kept  on 
the  Sunday  next  following 
the  6th  of  July.  Who  in 
particular  this  Urvul  was,  is  not 
known.  The  name  is  truly 
Britifh,  being  compounded  from 
urdd ,  honour  or  renown,  and 
mul9  ferious  or  grave.  She  is 
corruptly  called  Urful  in  foir.e 
Welfh  almanacks*.  Gutto  o’r 
Glyn ,  a  poet  of  the  15th  cen¬ 
tury,  in  his  elegy  to  the  memory 
of  Gwervil  hael  of  Blodvoel, 


*  Urju!  maybe  a  Cornifh  moulding  of  her  Welfh  name  Urdd-vul,  or  Urful  j  noria 
it  too  far-fetched  to  fuppofe,  that  the  church  at  Llanervul  was  dedicated  to  the  me¬ 
mory  of  that  canonized  heroine,  daughter  to  the  duke  of  Cornwal,  who  in  the  4th 
century  led  1 1000  of  her  countrywomen  to  be  fhip  wrecked  on  the  coafl  of  France.  Their' 
aim  was  to  land  in  Armorica,  and  to  be  married  to  the  remains  of  Maximus’s  army, 
after  their  defeat  by  Theodofius.  It  is  the  idiom  of  the  Cornifh  dialed  to  change 
feveral  letters  in  words,  as  Urz/ul  into  Urful.  So  do  the  Irilh  change  F  into  S  in  the 
words  ffwrn,  an  oven,  which  they  call  forn  ;  ffuft,  a  flail,  which  they  call  fuyft;  flrwyn, 
a  bridle,  which  they  call  friuyn.  When  this  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Cornwal  came 
to  be  admitted  into  the  calendar  of  faints,  the  feminine  termination  a  was  tackt  to  her 
Cornifh  name  Urful,  and  fo  was  formed  Urfula.  To  fuppofe  that  Urfula,  a  woman’s 
name,  has  no  other  derivation  than  the  diminutive  of  the  latin  Urfa,  is  ridiculous  ;  for 
who  would  name  his  infant  child,  a  little  fne-bear  ?  One  might  with  greater  propriety 
call  her  a  little  jhe-nionkey.  To  have  Lionels,  Wolfes,  and  Arthurs  among  the  names  of 
warriors  is  proper,  and  expreffive  of  mafculine  prowefs :  but  the  names  of  females 
among  the  Britons  were  always  apropos  to  the  charaderiftics  of  the  moft  lovely  and 
attractive  of  the  fair-fex;  as  for  in  fiance,  Tangwyftl,  the  pledge  of  harmonyj 
Gwawrddydd,  the  dawn  of  the  morn  ;  Gwervul,  the  blufh  of  modelly,  &c.  The  Bra- 
mins  of  India  w.ere  of  the  fame  opinion,  upon  this  fubjed,  with  their  brethren  the 
Druids: — “  The  names  of  -women  fhould  be  agreeable,  foft,  clear,  captivating  the  fancy, 
“  aufpicious,  ending  in  long  vowels,  refembling  words  of  benevolence.”  Infitutes  of 
Hindu  Laws, 
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makes  honourable  mention  of 
her  thus  in  his  companions. 


It  is  fuppofed  by  fome  that 
the  fcone  monument  in  Llaner- 


**  Gwen  cl  o  ymyl  Gwfivua/ 

Gwervil  ddoeth,  ac  Ufvul  dda. 

Gwenvil  of  Gwnva,  and  Ervil  the  good, 
y/ervil  of  Blodvoel  a  third  in  rank  flood. 


vul  church-yard  was  eredled  to 
her  memory ;  but  the  infcnp- 
tion  does  by  no  means  fuit  fuch 
fuppofition,  which,  as  well  as 
I  can  remember  runs  thus  * 

* 

IN 


me 

TVMV.LO  I A 


CIT  Ri-.*.-.-STE 

CjE  filia  pa 

TERNINI 
AN  IXIII 
IN  PA 


In  the  pedigrees  of  Briti/h 
Saints,  I  find  the  name  of  Padarn 
ap  Pefrwm  ap  Emyr  Llydaw, 
being  coufi  n-german  to  Cadvan; 
probably  he  had  a  daughter  in- 
ter  ted  here*. 

A  lady  defeended  from  the 
Herberts  of  Llyfyn,  left  a  lega<T 
towards  endowing  a  free-fcliool, 
to  inftru<St  the  children  of  the 
parifhioners ;  and  lands  were  pur- 
cafed,  at  a  convenient  diftanee,  to 
produce  the  fchool  maftei  s  iala- 
ry ;  which  may  be  lett  for  about 
30/.  a  year.  The  lchool-maftei 
is  to  he  appointed  by  the  iectoi 
and  churchwardens  for  the  time 
being.  But  the  wardens  being  but 
officers  annually  chofen,  never 


think  it  worth  their  while  to  in¬ 
terfere  in  that  affair,  fo  that  the 
choice  is  left  wholly  to  the  incum¬ 
bents,  who,  (being  frequently 
more  mindful  to  promote  their 
own  intereft  than  the  benefit  of 
the  parifhioners,  agreeably  to  the 
will  of  the  donor),  conffitute  their 
curate,  clerk,  or  other  dependants, 
fchool- mailers,  who  perform  the 
office  generally  fo  carelefsly,  that 
few  of  the  parifhioners',  except 
fuch  as  live  near  the  village,  think 
it  worth  the  expence  of  their 
maintenance  to  fend  their  child¬ 
ren  thither.  Upon  the  whole, 
it  is  but  juftice  to  obferve,  that 
this  charity  is  moll  frequently 
fhamefully  mifappliedf. 


*  But  the  fathers  name  on  the  (tone  is  Patdrninus,  not  Patemus, 

*  +  Had  the  author  of  the  above  reflection  been  now  alive,  and  feen  with  what  atten¬ 

tion  and  propriety  the  fchool  it  now  conduced  by  the  Rev.  J.  Lloyd,  the  prefer, 
worthy  curate,  he  would  have  clumped  Ins  opiftion. 
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II.  Llangadvan ,  has  thefe 
feven  townfhips, —  1 .  TreTllan ; 
2.  Moelfeliarth  (formerly  YJlym- 
wnnanj ;  3.  Bryn-gaeddan ;  4. 
Blawtty ;  5.  Cyffin* ;  6.  Caw- 
nydd ;  7.  Maesr-llemyBen. 

The  patron  faint  of  Llangad¬ 
van  is  Cadvan ,  fon  of  Eneas- 
Kedwyr,  of  Armorica ;  his  mo¬ 
ther  was  Gwen-teirbron,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Emyr-llydaw.  Gwyndav 
hen,  of  Little  Britain,  was  his 
chaplain  in  the  monaflery  of 
Bardley,  where  he  came  to  be 
tutor,  or  as  fome  like  to  call 
him,  abbot,  after  the  m  a  fiacre 
of  the  fiudents,  and  deftru&ion 
of  the  univerfitv  of  Baneor,  bv 
the  Saxons,  at  the  infligation  of 
Auguftine,  and  the  Roman 
wolves,  as  our  bard  Taliefm, 
very  properly  ftiles  them. 


St.  Cadvan-  lies  buried  at 
Tywyn  Meirionydd ,  where  his 
tomb-ftone  and  infcripticn  is  hill 
to  be  feen  f :  die  church  of 
which  place  alfo  is  dedicated  to 
his  memory,  as  is  evident  by  his 
feafl  being  kept  on  the  fame 
day,  both  at  Llangadvan ,  and 
Tywyn ,  namely,  on  the  1ft  of 
November.  Tudur  Aled,  a 
bard  of  the  15th  century,  alludes 
to  this,  in  his  poem  to  the  then 
rector, — 

Ci  wrat  Duw  o  fewn  cor  Tywyn, 

Cadw  ef  yn  iach,  Cadvan  wynf . 

The  rectory,  or  glebe-houfe, 
was  burnt  down  by  the  rebels, 
when  Vavafor  Powel  came  to 
fequefter  the  benefices  of  the 
clergy  in  MontgOmeryfhire,  a- 
bout  the  year  1645  ;  and  which 
has  never  fince  been  rebuilt. 


About  the  beginning  of  the  14th  century,  Madoc,  infant  fon  of  Madoc  Goch ,  of 
t  ie  tn  e  ot  Emion  Evell,  was  put  out  to  nurfe  in  this  townfhip  ;  from  which  place, 
to  diftinguifh  him  from  his  father  Madoc  Goch,  he  was  called  Madoc  of  Kyffin,  which 
ever  alter  became  the  furname  of  all  his  pofterity.  In  the  age  of  ariftocratic  feuds, 
)e  Kyfhns  were  the  only  clan  that  were  powerful  enough  to  cope  with  the  Trevors  : 
an  or  that  reafon  were  always  at  variance.  The  houfes  of  each  tribe  were  as  fanc- 
tu^ries  to  fereen  the  thieves  and  murderers  of  the  other  party  from  public  juftice. 

f  Ifitis  to  be  feen,  it  muft  be  by  the  light  of  torches  and  tapers  ;  for  a  gentleman 
of  that  neighbourhood,  ftimulated  by  a  moll  eccentric  taite,  facrilegioully  removed  the 
omb-ftone  from  the  church-yard,  with  the  Went  of  the  vicar,  to  decorate  his  owp 
grotto,  which  is  as  dark  as  Erebus,  and  fituate  in  an  almoft  impenetrable  wildernefs. 
I  he  hone  in  its  removal  was  broken  ;  but  the  infcripticn,  as  well  as  it  can  be  col¬ 
lected  trom  the  fragments,  will  be  pubiithed  in  the  Cymbric  Remains,  which  are  now 
re^dy  for  the  prefs. 


+  “  Canwyll  Cadvan  lann  o  len  bali 

"  C“,Uid  y  £«?  Difrnhi,  Cynddelw  yn  Marwnad  Nell  verch  Hywel. 
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chapels  of  eafe,  or  mafs-houfes, 

There  has  been  a  fmall  abbey  which  were  ferved  by  the  monks 
in  the  townfhip  of  Cyffin,  in  from  the  abbey ;  however,  it  is 
this  pari  fn :  but  whether  it  was  evident,  as  handed  down  by  tra- 
independent,  or  that  the  abbot  dition,  that  the  inhabitants  of 

was  a  fuffragan  to  the  ciftertian  thefe  townfhips  formerly  had  no 

abbey  of  Strata  Marcellas,  I  feats  in  Llangadvan  church,  but 
could  never  learn.  The  town-  acquired  them  fmce  the  reforma- 
ffiip  of  Cevn-llys-uch  in  Llaner-  tion,  either  by  encroachment  or 
vul,  and  Tir-y-myneicha  in  Llan-  connivance.  The  fmall nefs  of 
bryn-mair,  belonged  to  it ;  and  the  church  feems  to  favour  this 
after  its  diffolution,  they  be-  opinion:  and  the  church-yard 
came  the  property  of  the  is  lo  fmall,  and  of  fo  {hallow  a 
Vaughans,  of  Llwydiarth,  by  foil,  that  the  inhabitants  .  are 
a  marriage  with  one  of  the  Pur-  much  diftreifed  for  burying- 
cells,  of  Nantcruba.  It  Rood  ground.  The  babarities  com¬ 
at  a  place  fmce  called  Cae  r  mitted  by  the  fextons,  fhock 
Myneich;  but  its  fcite  is  not  at  humanity*, 
prefent  to  be  difcerned.  Pro¬ 
bably  the  building  was  all  of  III*  Garth-beibio,  confifts  but 
timber,  and  burnt  in  the  rage  of  of  one  townfliip ;  is  included 
the  reformation.  A  ford  below  between  the  liveis  7  wrch  and 
it,  on  the  river  Vyrnwy,  is  called  Banwy  \  and  contains  about  44 
Khyd  y  byde  ;  but  whether  it  is  families.  The  parifh  formerly, 
Rhyd-abadau,  the  ford  of  the  as  we  have  it  from  tradition, 
abbots,  or  Rhyd  y  badau,  the  contained  only  eight  principal 
the  ford  of  boats,  from  an  ad-  farm-houfes. 
joining  pool,  where  their  plea- 

fure-boats  might  have  floated,  The  firfl  regifler  was  extant  fo 
I  fliall  not  pretend  to  deter-  late  as  about  50  years  ago,  but 
mine.  It  is  likely,  that  the  negledted,  and  fmce  deftroyed  by 
townfhips  of  Cyffin,  Cawnydd,  the  knights  of  the  thimble, 
and  Maes-llemyften,  had  fome 

*  In  countrj*  church-yards,  the  relations  of  the  deceafed  crowd  them  into  that 
part  which  is  fouth  of  the  church  ;  the  north  fide,  in  their  opinion,  being  unhallowed 
ground,  fit  only  to  be  the  dormitory  of  flill-born  infants,  and  fuicides.  For  an  ex¬ 
ample  to  his  neighbours,  and  as  well  to  efcape  the  barbarities  of  the  lextons,  the 
writer  of  the  above  account  ordered  himfelf  to  be  buried  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
church-yard.  But  as  he  was  accounted  an  infidel  when  alive,  his  neighbours  could 
not  think  it  creditable  to  afl'ociate  with  him  when  dead.  His  dull,  therefore,  is 
likely  to  pafs  a  foiitary  retirement,  and  for  ages  to  remain  undifiurbed  by  the  hands 
of  men. 

The 
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that  Tydecho’s  feall  was  fixed 
The  church  is  dedicated  to  to  he  held  on  the  17th  of  De- 
Sl  Tydecho ,  ab  Annyn  Ddu ,  ab  cember.  Th.9  faint’s  miracles, 
Emyr  Llydaw.  His  feafi:  is  kept  &c.  ape  fet  forth  by  Dafydd 
here  on  Ealler  Monday,  as  is  Llw yd  ab  Llywelyn  ab  GrufF- 
:hat  of  Mallwyd,  (or  Maen-  udd,  the  anceftor  of  the  Pughs, 
llwyd)  a  neighbouring  parifh:  of  Mathavarn,  as  followeth, — » 
Dut  I  find  in  old  W elfh  calendars 

*  5  i 

f  f  »  .  *  f 

Mae  gwr  llwyd  ymma  ger-llavr, 

Mawl  a  wedd  yn  ami  iddaw; 

Crefyddwr  cryf  o  Fawddwy, 

Ceidwad  ar  '  eu  holl  wlad  hwy ; 

Tydecho  lwys,  tad  uwch-law, 

Un  o  filwyr  nef  aelaw. 

Llymma  lie  bu’r  gwyrda  gynt 
Llandudoch  lie  riid  ydynt, 

Dogwel  heb  gel  y  galwant 
Iaith  groyw  fwrn  a  Thegfan  fant. 

Abad  hael  yn  bittelu 
A’i  fagl  fawr,  difvvgwl  fn; 

Car  o  waed  cywir  ydoedd 
Arthur  bennadur  ban  oedd. 

Ni  charai'  pan  dreiglai  draw 
Y  mor  llwyd  wyr  Emyr  Llydaw  % 

Ymma  madawdd  o  Fawddwy, 

Rhag  dygyfor  ar  mor  mwy; 

Teml  a  wnketh  ynte  ymma 
Tad  oedd  o  berchen  ty  da. 

Crefyddwr  llafurwr  fu, 

Cryf  ei  wedd  yn  crefyddu ; 

Un  ai  wely,  anwylwas,  ' 

Ar  gwrr  y  glynn  ar  graig  las. 

Diledach,  duwiol  ydoedd, 

A  phais  rawn,  conffefwr  oedd. 

Gyrrodd,  nid  er  ei  garu, 

Maelgwn  feirch,  amlwg  iawn  fu ; 
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Iw  porthi  a  gweddi  ’r  gwr, 

Ar  y  barth  i’r  aberthwr; 

Yna  eu  rhoddes  yn  rhyddion 
A’u  gyrru  fry  i  gwrr  y  fron; 
Siommed  hwy  oil,  fymmud  lliw 
Meirch  gwynnion,  marchog  anwiw ; 

O  bu  oerwyn  a  barrug 
Yn  dewion  gryfion  o’r  grug ; 

Yr  oedd  pan  gyrchwyd  o’r  allt 
Gwrferiaid  gryfau  eurwallt. 

Dug  Maelgwn ,  (wedi  di^iaw) 

Ychen  y  gwr  lien  ger41aw ; 

Yr  ail  dydd  bu  arial  dig 
Yr  ydoedd  geirw  ’n  aredig 
Blaidd  llwyd  heb  ludd,  lied  war, 

Ar  ol  oedd  yn  llyfnu  ’r  ar. 

Daeth  Maelgwn  a’i  gwn  gwynion 
Ir  graig  hwnt  ar  garreg  hon; 
Eifteddodd,  bu  wed:  addas, 

Uwch  y  lann  ar  y  llech  las, 

Pan  godai  nid  ai  ei  din, 

O'i  ar  garreg,  ior  gerwin! 

Gwnaeth  Maelgwn,  od  gwn  dig  oedd, 
lawn  iddo  am  a  wnaddoedd; 
Danfoned  trwy  godded  tro, 

Dodi  ychen  i  Pydecho; 

Rhoes  gan-oes,  nid  rhwyfg  anwir, 
Nawdd  Duw-dad,  nodded  i’w  dxr. 

i 

Siwmai  ae  drwy  fwrn  o  wydd 
Meilir  o’i  randir  undydd, 

Nid  rhydd  ddim  nid  rhwydd  ymraa 
Dwyn  ei  dir,  dynion  na  da, 

O  daw  dyn  a  da  i’w  dir, 

A  chebyftr  yr  achubir; 

Tiroedd  ami  nid  rhwydd  ymladd 
Na  phrofi  llofci  na  lladd; 

Na  farhau  un  o’r  sir  hon 
Oai  wneir  iawn  yn  wirion.  , 
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Gwnaeth  ddynion  efryddion  fry 
I  rodio  pob  tir  wedy; 

A’r  dall  a’r  byddar  allan 
I  weled  a  chlvwed  ach  lan. 

J 

Mwy  oedd  y  gobrwy  heb  gel, 

I  Dydecho  dad  uchel, 

Y  noflau  golau  gilwg 
Golli  trem  y  gwylliaid  drwg. 

Pan  ddygwyd  Tegfedd  meddynt 
Dirafa’  gwaith  o  drais  gynt, 

Yn  iawn  rhoes  Cynon  a’i  wyr 
Iddo  Arth-beibio  yn  bybyr, 

A’i  chwaer  deg,  bu  chwerw  ei  dwynr 
O  drin  fawr  adre  ’n  forwyn. 

Nid  ammod  bod  obediw 
Yn  nhir  y  gwr,  anrehg  yw: 

Nac  arddel  cam  na  gorddwy 

Na  gobr  merch,  ai  gwiw  bwrw  mwy  ? 

Barwniaid  bybyr  einioes, 

Pab  Rhufain  a’r  rhain  au  rhoes; 

* 

Hywel  a’i  cadarnhaodd, 

Mab  Cadell  rhybell  fu  ’r  rhodd, 

Pan  fu  ar  ei  dir  luoedd, 

Amcan  tynn  ar  bumcant  oedd, 

Trech  fu  wyrthiau  Tydecho 
A’u  tarfodd,  ni  ifynnodd  ffo; 

Daliwyd,  dileuwyd  heb  ladd 
Liu  ami  heb  allu  ymladd, 

Y  modd  y  delis  meddynt 

Y  brodyr  bregethwyr  gynt; 

Gwan  borth  a  gaffo  gorthrech 
Gwynfyd  rhai  gan  a  fo  trech; 

Eled  bawb,  oV  wlad  y  bo, 

I  duchan  at  Dydecho . 

Near  Llanymawddwy,  where  brook  called  Llaethnant ,  being 
they  fay  Tydecho  refided,  is  a  the  fource  of  the  river  Dyfi  and 

as 
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as  tradition  will  have  it,  it  was  by 
the  faint  converted  into  milk  for 
the  ufe  of  the  poor ;  which  is 


commemorated  by  the  following 
verfe : 

*c  Tydecho  dad  di-duchail 

((  Ai  gwnaeth  yn  llaeth  at  y  llaa.** 


SECTION  IF. 


BRIDGES, 

The  building  and  repairing  of 
bridges  is  very  expenfive  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  becaufe 
of  the  number  of  ft  reams,  which 
though  but  fmall  are  neverthe- 
lefs  very  rapid,  and  after  fudden 
downfalls  of  rain  they  fweep  all 
before  them.  There  is  but  two 
hone  bridges  in  the  whole  of 
this  diftridh  One ,  raifed  at  the 
expence  of  the  two  townfhips, 
over  the  river  CJedan 

ri  : 

Deunaw  cant  cofiant  cyfan, 

Ond  torri,  un  tair  ar  ddeg  allan  j 
E  roed  clwyd  ar  ryd  Cledan 
Hwylys  rhwng  Cevn-Uys  a’r  llan. 


ROADS,  kc. 

•  *  t 

..  .  ./  v  -  7-  .■  V  \  .*■  •  *• i  -  / 

The  other ,  over  the  Twrch,  at 
the  expence  of  the  public,  on 
the  turnpike  road,  which  renders 
the  bridge  on  the  old  road,  though 
but  lately  built  with  hone,  al- 
mold  ufelefs. 

*  -  »  m  i  -  i  ■  .  -  •  - 

The  turnpike-road  leading 
from  Dolgelleu  to  Shrewfbury, 
kc.  and  the  pod-road  from  Pool 
to  Machynlleth,  leads  through 
thefe  parities. 

*  '  r  \  * 

The  Roman  caufeway  called 
Sarn-Sws*  or  Sarn-Swfen,  which 
leads  from  the  old  Roman  Ration 

Caer-> 


%  Caer-Sws  is  now  an  inconfiderable  hamlet,  fituate  on  the  Severn  above  New-town 
in  Montgomerylhire.  Tradition  fays  that  it  formerly  extended  from  Aber-ha\efp  to 
Y ltrad-Vaelawg.  Whatever  its  fize  may  have  been,  it  bears  evident  marks  of  having 
once  been  a  place  of  confiderable  note.  The  feite  of  the  Roman  encampment  is  at 
this  day  difcerpible,  being  a  quadrangular  rampart  about  150  yards  fquare.  In  the 
fouth-weft  angle  of  it,  was  dug  up,  about  twenty  years  ago,  feme  Roman  brick  and 
mortar,  which  were  ufed  in  building  the  chimney  of  a  public  houfe  hard  bj»  One 


brick  had  the  following  infpription -in  alto  relievo  j  |  C  1  C  I  P  B  j  which 


fome  have  read  Caius  Julius  Ceefar  Imjierator  \  which  can  hardly  be  true,  except  it  may 
bf  urged  that  the  brickmaker  made  ufe  of  the  fame  mark  under  the  fucceeding  reigns. 

If 
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Caer~Sws>  to  Cheder,  or  from 
Caer-llion-ar-wyfc  to  Caer- 
lleon-ar-ddyfrdwy,  enters  the 
paridi  of  Llanervul  on  the  hills 
of  the  Drum  ; — goes  through  a 
bog  called  Cors  y  Vifog,  at  this 
time  imp  affable  for  men  or 
beads,  by  the  accumulation  of 
dough  brought  down  from  the 
turbaries  ;  from  thence  it  croffes 
the  moors  (gweunydd)  in  a  di- 
refit  line  to  Bwlch  y  Drn?ny  and 
having  gone  down  Cynniwyll, 
it  croffes  the  Banwy  below 
Eieuadd  wen ,  and  then  up  Craig 
y  go ,  it  enters  the  pariffi  of  Llan- 
mihangel  at  a  place  now  called 
Rhyd  pont  yjlyllod.  Though  it 
is  covered  with  coarfe  grafs 
(crawcwellt)  on  the  moorifh 
grounds  of  the  Drum,  it  may 
eafily  be  difcovered  at  fome  dis¬ 
tance,  in  the  form  of  a  ridge  in 
lands  that  have  been  formerly 
plowed  ;  and  the  pavement  may 
be  found  fomewhat  below  the 
furface.  The  quarries  where 
the  hones  have  been  raifed  from, 
and  the  fcite  of  the  workmen’s 
huts,  are  dill  difcernible.  Maes 


Cynniwyll ,  which  adjoins  this 
caufey,  where  it  erodes  the 
Banwy,  is  the  drd  fpot  of  low 
and  good  land  to  be  met  with, 
from  Caer-Sws  to  this  place.  It 
is  probable  that  the  Romans  had 
an  hofpitium  here,  where  they 
railed  corn  ;  and  the  name  of 
the  place  dignifies  as  much,  be¬ 
ing  compounded  of  cyny  i.  e. 
fird,  primary,  and  diwyll,  i.  e. 
tillage  ;  as  much  as  to  fay  it 
was  the  fird  tilled  ground  in  this 
part  of  the  country.  There  are 
no  traces  of  buildings  to  be  feen 
at  prefent,  the  river  from  time  to 
time  having  ranged  over  the 
level  meadows  ;  but  I  have  been 
informed  that  pieces  of  free-, 
done,  which  is  not  natural  to 
thefe  parts,  have  been  found 
thereabout.  I  am  the  more 
confirmed  in  this  fuggedion,  be- 
caufethe  Roman  road  from  Uri- 
coniumto  Segontium,  mud  have 
eroded  the  Sam  about  this  place. 
There  was  a  bridge  over  the 
river  on  this  fpot,  as  appears  by 
the  name  Pont  yflyllod ,  i.  e,  a 
timber  bridge. 


If  it  has  once  been  a  Roman  town  of  any  fize,  the  buildings  mull:  have  been  of  timber, 
for  there  are  no  Hone  ruins,  although  there  are  plenty  to  be  had  in  the  neighbouring 
hills.  There  are  remains  of  four  encampments  in  its  vicinity,  at  R/:os-ddi<zrbed,  G-wyn- 
fynyddy  Y gaer-fechan,  and  Ktun-carncdd. 

The  name  Caer-Sws  is  fujppofed  by  fome  to  be  derived  from  Hrfus  a  Roman  lieu¬ 
tenant,  which  was  pronounced  by  the  Britons  Caer-hefcos,  and  by  contraction  Caer-foos,, 

v 
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SECTION  V. 

SEPULCHRAL  MONUMENTS. 


These  remains  of  the  an¬ 
cient  Britons  are  here  very  nu¬ 
merous  ;  and  of  divers  forms, 
Rich  as  tumuli,  earns,  and  fmall 
hillocks.  The  mold  noted  tu¬ 
mulus  is  at  Can-Office,  being 
about  70  yards  in  circumference, 
meafuring  along  the  bottom  of 
the  moat,  with  which  it  is  fur- 
rounded.  There  is  another 
fmaller,  near  Llyfyn .  Some 
people  are  of  opinion  tRat  thefe 
hillocks  were  railed  for  places  of 
defence,  others  fay  thay  were  in¬ 
tended  for  beacons.  But  if  tjiey 
were  ever  applied  to  thofe  pur- 
pofes,  they  were  but  fecondary 
or  occafionally  fo ;  the  level  area 
on  their  fummits  being  fo  very 
fmall,  and  the  ground  where 
forne  of  them  are  fituated,  fo  very 
low,  that  in  both  thefe  cafes  they 
would  have  been  of  no  ufe. 

i 

Near  Pont  y  llogei  are  two 
earns,  or  Carneddau ,  of  different 
dimenfions :  the  largeft  is  at  leaf! 
60  feet  ip  diameter,  and  in  the 
middle  about  7  feet  deep.  Some 
years  ago,  when  a  great  part  of 
this  earn  was  carried  off  to  build 
Llwydiarth  park-wall,  the  work¬ 
men  came  to  a  RonecheR,  placed 
in  the  center  of  the  heap,  and 
covered  with  a  very  large  (lone, 


which  for  fome  time  they  could 
not  remove,  and  when  they  had 
opened  one  end  of  it,  a  perfon 
there  prefent  efpied  a  veffel  with¬ 
in  it,  and  frruggled  hard  to  get 
the  firft  hold  of  it,  but  to  his 
great  difappointment  found  nor¬ 
thing  in  it  Rut  a  few  pieces  of 
burnt  bones  and  a  fires.  Befide 
this  urn,  the  cheft  contained  two 
(keletons,  the  head  of  tRe  one 
laid  with  the  feet  of  the  other. 
Near  Garthbeibio,when  the  n,ew 
road  and  bridge  were  in  making, 
a  Rone  chefi  was  likewife  found, 
but  the  curiofity  of  former  ages 
had  robbed  it  of  its  contents : 
the  lid  was  thrown  afide,  and 
the  cheft  filled  with  loofe  Rones. 
About  a  dozen  more  earns,  from 
30  to  60  yards  in  circumference, 
are  to  be  met  with  in  thefe  pa¬ 
ri  ffies,  befides  a  greater  numbef 
of  fmaller  ones.  The  cheRs  or 
Rone  coffins  are  placed  in  the 
center,  where  the  earn  is  always 
more  protuberant.  A  circular 
range  of  large  Rones  are  generally 
pitched  on  end  on  the  outfide  of 
the  heap ;  and  the  Rones  con¬ 
tained  within,  are  piled  loofely 
in  circles  about  the  tomb,  and 
the  interRices  are  filled  up  with 
leffer  Rones.  Some  of  the  carng 
are  covered  with  earth,  fuch  a$ 

that 
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that  at  Nant-bran,  and  another 
by  Ty  gwyn,  in  Llanervul. 
Some  are  almoft  conical,  and 
approach  near  to  the  form  of  a 
tumulus,  fuch  as  that  on  the 
fummit  of  Bwlcb  y  fedwen. 
The  flones  bear  marks  of  igni¬ 
tion,  and  river  flints*  may  be 
found  among  them,  that  are 
reddened  and  made  brittle  by 
the  adlion  of  fire.  A  verv  iaro-e 

JO 

Hone  is  placed  endwife  within 
ten,  twenty,  or  fifty  yards  of 
each  earn,  and  luch  as  want 
them  at  prefent,  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  deprived  of  them 
fince  their  firfi:  erection,  by  per- 
lons  wLo  converted  them  to 
other  ufes.  The  tumuli  and 
earns  were  probably  the  funeral 
monuments  of  the  ancient  chiefs 
and  their  immediate  dependants. 
The  fepulchres  of  the  com¬ 
monality  are  found  on  the  hills  ; 
where  there  is  a  declivity,  a 
fmall  hollow  is  to  be  feen,  and 
the  earth  heaped  below  like  a 
/mall  hillock,  of  an  oblong 
form.  When  thefe  are  opened, 
a  flratum  of  afhes,  blackifh,  or 
red-burnt  earth,  is  difeovered. 
Thefe  hollowrs  are  to  be  feen  in 
great  number  on  a  hill  called 
Pen-coed,  in  Llangadvan.  The 
vulgar  tradition  is,  that  they  are 
faw-pits,  and  that  the  timber  for 


building  the  church  came  from 
thence.  But  on  digging  in  fome 
of  the  hollows,  I  immediately 
found  by  the  native  hard  gravelly 
foil,  that  they  had  never  been 
deep  enough  for  that  ufe. 
I  then  imagined  that  the  right- 
name  of  the  hill  was  Pen-cad , 
or  Hill  of  Battle ,  that  all  thefe 
hollows  were  graves,  and  that 
their  manner  of  burial  was  this  : 
The  dead  body  was  laid  on  the 
bare  (ward,  plaiftered  over  with 
clay,  and  covered  with  dry  turf; 
a  fire  was  then  made  over  it 
with  furze,  wood,  &c.  until  the 
corps  was  reduced  to  afhes,  or 
fo  that  the  flefh  was  confumed 
and  the  bones  nearly  burnt ; 
then  the  charcoal  and  afhes  were 
covered  with  earth,  and  fome- 
times  flones  wrere  laid  upon  it. 
The  earns  in  general  bear  evi¬ 
dent  marks  of  fire;  the  heat 
had  been  fo  vehement  in  a  fmall 
one  which  I  opened,  that  the 
flones  were  in  a  great  meafure 
vitrified. 

At  prefent  I  fcarcely  ever 
travel  over  a  barren  hill  without 
perceiving  a  gwyddfa .  Bedd 
was  not  the  Celtic  word  for  a 

4 

grave,  but  gwyddfa,  from  t}le 
radical  monofyllable  cwyddy  a 
lapfe,  a  fail,  <5ec.  We  have 


*  By  river flmt%  the  writer  muff  mean  nodules  of  quartz;  as  this  part  of  the  country 
affords  no  other  lpecies  of  the  filiccous  genus. 


borrowed 


) 
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borrowed  the  term  ledd,  and 
probably  the  Saxons  their  Beb, 
from  the  canaanitifh  word  beth , 
a  dwelling,  a  place  of  retire¬ 
ment.  &c. 

What  Briton  but  muff  fmile 
when  he  hears  wrong-headed 
Englifh  writers  infilling,  that 
thefe  tumuli,  earns,  and  huge 
Bone  monuments,  to  have  been 
the  fabrication  either  of  the 
Romans,  or  of  their  own  rov¬ 
ing  anceBors,  the  Saxons,  or 
Danes!  Were  the  Saxons  or 


Danes  ever  polfelTed  of  thofe 
parts  of  Wales,  where  fuch 
monuments  are  fo  numerous? 
What  a  ridiculous  conteR  has 
been  about  a  certain  barrow, 
whether  it  was  raifed  over  a 
Roman  general,  or  a  Saxon 
depredator?  But  if  they  had 
fuppofed  it  to  have  been  raifed  a 
thoufand  years  before  any  Ro¬ 
man  or  Saxon  invader  ever  ar¬ 
rived  here,  they  would  have 
been  more  happy  in  their  con¬ 
jectures. 


SECTION  VL 

CAMPS  and  FORTIFICATIONS. 


On  the  top  of  Moelddolwen, 
in  the  parilli  of  Llanervul,  is  a 
fortified  camp,  of  an  oblong 
form,  above  100  yards  in  length. 
The  entrance  is  on  the  weR, 
where  the  afeent  is  eafieB ;  it  is 
alfo  guarded  with  an  advanced 

O 

work  of  about  twenty  yards 
over.  The  camp  does  not  oc¬ 
cupy  the  whole  that  is  mode¬ 
rately  level  of  the  hill,  but  care 
has  been  taken  to  cut  the  fofs 
deeper  on  the  mofi  acceffible 
fides,  and  the  earth  is  thrown 
up  to  ferve  as  a  breafi-work. 


On  a  hill  near  Llanervul  is' a 
fortified  eminence,  called  Gard- 
■den ,  a  diminutive  of  Garths  i.  e. 
a  promontory,  an  eminence,  a 
fort ;  a  word  of  eafiern  origin. 
It  is  a  circular  rampart,  enclof- 
ing  an  area  of  about  70  yards 
diameter.  It  is  obfervable  that 
the  entrance  into  both  thefe 
Rrong-hokls  is  broad,  and  left 
open  on  the  mofi  acceffible  part 
of  the  fort,  feemingly  fo  con-  • 
trived  as  to  let  in  the  feythed  I 

chariots,  ( 
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chariots  with  eafe*.  There  is 
another  fmall  gardden  on  Moel- 
feliarth.  In  Maes-llemyften 
townfhip,  is  a  fmall  encamp¬ 
ment  on  the  top  of  a  precipice, 
enclofed  on  the  acceffible  fide 
with  a  high  ditch:  over  againft 
this,  on  the  fummit  of  Mopart, 


S8S 

is  a  ditch  full  as  large  as  OfFa’s, 
cut  acrofs  the  hill,  as  a  defence 
from  the  incurfions  of  the  enemy 
from  the  mountains  above  it. 
Another  fimilar  ditch  is  to  be 
feen  croffing  the  vale  of  the 
Banwy,  near  Rhos  y  gall,  in  the 
pariili  of  Llanervul. 


SECTION  VII. 


MANSION-HOUSES,  SAINT’s  WELLS,  &c 


The  mofl:  ancient  manfion- 
houfe  in  thefe  parts  is  Neuadd 
wen,  in  the  parilh  of  Llanervul. 
This  was  the  feat  of  Meredith 
ab  Kynan,  brother  of  Gruffudd 
ab  Kynan,  prince  of  North 
Wales,  who  ferved  the  princes 
ol  Powis,  and  was  termed  lord 
of  Rhiw-hirieth,  Coed-talog ,  and 
Neuadd  wen.  Some  genealo¬ 
gies  fay,  that  he  was  Meredith 
ab  Kynvyn,  and  brother  to 
Bleddyn  ab  Kynvyn,  Prince  of 
Powis.  But  his  coat  bears  a 
greater  refemblance  to  the  arms 


of  North  Wales,  viz.  quarterly 
A.  and  G.  four  lions  paffant 
counter-changed  of  the  held. 
The  eflate  of  Neuadd  wen  was 
divided  and  fub-divided,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  cuftom  of  gavel-kind, 
until  the  time  of  Evan  ab  Owen, 
the  laft  of  the  male  line  of  Mere¬ 
dith  ab  Kynan,  whofe  two 
daughters  and  coheireffes  were 
married,  the  one  to  the  Llwydr- 
iarth  family,  the  other  to  that 
of  New-town  Hall. 


*  We  cannot  well  account  for  the  entrances  into  thefe  entrenchments  being  always 
i  on  the  mofl  acceffible  hdes,  in  any  other  way,  than  that  they  were  primarily  con- 
'firucted  each  as  kind  of  rendezvous  for  thp  Britilh  war-chariots.  Had  they  been 
1  contrived  a3  places  of  retreat  lor  infantry,  or  even  cavalry,  ading  on  the  defenlive, 
the  moil  acceffible  parts  would  of  courfe  have  been  firfl  and  mofl  effedualiy  fecured 
|  with  fofTes  and  ramparts;  and  the  entrances  would,  on  the  contrary,  have  been  on. 
the  moft  unapproachable  Tides,  where  the  bdieged  might,  with  the  greatefl  facility 
and  execution,  repel  the  fcnemv. 
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In  a  heap  of  rubbifh,  at  the 
back  of  the  prefent  farm-houfe 
of  Neuadd  wen ,  were  found 
pieces  of  free-ftone,  with  mould¬ 
ings;  which  appeared  to  be  the 
ruins  of  an  arched  window. 
The  building  feemed  to  be 
Gothic,  according  to  the  tafle 
of  the  1 1th  and  12th  century. 
It  is  probable  that  the  name 
Keuadd  wen  was  given  to  the 
new  flrudlure,  for  there  is  a 
tradition  that  its  former  appella  - 
tion  was  Llys  JVgan% .  Many 
houfes  have  been  called  Neuadd , 
i.  e.  ahall,  (Hebrew  naoth ,  build¬ 
ings)  fuch  as  Neuadd  ddu, 
Neuadd  goch,  Neuadd  lwyd, 
Neuadd  las,  and  Neuadd  vraith. 
Neuaddau  yftyllod  were  but  late¬ 
ly  come  into  fafhion,  as  we 
read  that  Howel  dda’s  palace  at 
Ty  gwTyn  was  made  e  virgis 
alb  is. 

Below  Neuadd  wen,  on  the 
fide  of  the  road,  once  flood  a 
Rone,  whereon  wras  cut  a  crofs 
fleury,  but  it  was  of  late  broken 
down  by  a  foolifh  wretch,  who 
was  in  fearch  of  treafure. 

Adjoining  to  Neuadd  wen 
lies  the  capital  farm  of  Llyfyn, 
fometime  the  eflate  of  leuan  ab 
Bedo  GwTyn,  descendant  of  a 
cadet  branch  of  the  family  ot 


Neuadd  wen,  and  whofe  name 
I  find  among  the  bards.  This 
eflate,  and  other  lands  in  its 
vicinity,  were  purchafed  by  the 
Herberts,  and  made  the  refi- 
dence  of  fome  branches  of  that 
family,  anceflors  to  the  prefent 
Earl  of  Powis.  The  name 
Llyfyn  feems  to  be  a  contraction 
of  Llys-dyddyn,  i.  e.  court- 
farm.  Probably  the  princes  of 
Powis  had  a  court  of  judicature 
hereabout,  (inde  Llys-  Wgan, 
and  Cevn -llys)  previous  to  their 
granting  thefe  lands  to  Meredith 
ab  Kynan.  The  Herberts, 
when  they  fettled  here,  formed 
a  park,  which  they  enclofed 
with  a  palifade,  and  which  has 
of  late  been  difparked. 

The  manfion-houfe  of  Dol  y 
maen ,  in  Garth-beibio,  has  been 
the  refidence  of  iome  of  the 
Llwydiarth  family.  There  was 
lately  to  be  feen  over  an  old 
parlour  door,  an  infcription  of 
the  16th  century, — I  DV  15*’ 

Thefe  three  churches  have 
•  refpectively  a  well  near  adjoin¬ 
ing  them,  which  bears  the  name 
of  the  titular  faint.  Ffynnon 
Ervul  is  arched  over,  and  a 
channel  is  formed  to  convey  the 
water  to  a  fpout,  where  the 
votaries  performed  their  devo¬ 
tions,  and  counted  their  beads. 


*  The  rivulet  that  runs  hard  by  is  alfa  galled  Nani  Wgan. 

,  Near 
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Near  Ffynnon  Gadvan  was 
lately  to  be  feen  a  heap  of  huge 
ftones,  fuppofed  to  be  the  ruins 
of  a  building  over  it. 

Ffynnon  Dydecho  is  conftru£t- 
ed  tor  a  cold  bath,  and  foine 


virtue  is  afcribed  to-  it  in  curing 
rheumatifms.  Of  late  years, 
pins  in  great  number,  were  to 
be  feen  on  its  bottom,  which 
were  given  there  as  offerings ; 
and  it  was  accounted  facrilege 
to  take  them  away. 


SOME 
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SOME  ACCOUNT 

OF  THE 

PARISH  OF  CARON* 

SITUATED 


In  the  Upper  Part  of  the  County  of  CARDIGAN . 


Mr.  Editor, 

H  AVING  read 

A 

the  Cambrian  Regifter  for  1795, 
with  the  greateft  plealure,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  fay,  as  my 
heart  dictates,  that  it  is  a  book 
which  was  very  much  wanted, 
to  give  the  public  fome  account 
of  a  nation  the  moft  ancient 
on  earth,  and  of  a  language  bell; 
in  originality,  beauty,  and  ex- 
prefiion.  As  the  Regifter  con- 
lifts  partly  of fatifical  accounts 
of  parifhes — perhaps  the  few 
hints  I  can  give,  refpedting  my 
native  parifh,  may  not  com¬ 
mand  the  pen  of  an  abler  writer; 
but  if  they  will,  I  beg  mine  to 
give  place  to  fuch. 

The  parilh  of  Caron  is  fituat- 
ed  about  15  miles  fouth-eaft  of 
Aberyftwyth,  in  Cardiganfhire: 
it  is  about  nine  miles  long,  and 
four  broad.  The  church  ftands 
upon  an  elevated  rocky  fpot. 


near  the  center  of  the  town  of 
Tregaron>  i.  e.  Tref  Garon , 
near  the  fouth-eaft  end  of  the 
parifh.  On  the  north  ftde  clofe 
to  the  church,  was  a  fquare 
walled  place,  open  to  the  fky, 
to  lay  bones  dug  up  from  old 
graves— but,  I  believe,  this  is 
now  no  more ;  at  leaft,  no 
bones  are  depofited  in  it.  There 
is  a  market  here  every  T uefday, 
and  one  fair  yearly  on  the  1 5th, 
16th,  and  17th  of  March,  for 
hofe,  pedlary  ware,  home-fpun 
cloth,  horles,  pigs,  &c. — There 
are  no  manfions  of  note  in  the 
parilh,  fave  Monachlog ,  by  the 
chapel  of  Strata  Florida ,  of 
which  I  fhall  prefently  give  a 
little  account. — On  the  road 
from  Tregaron  northward,  about 
a  mile  from  the  town,  I  find 
two  paved  places  in  form  of 
graves,  fuppofedto  bethefepul- 
chres  of  two  perfons  that  merited 
interment  on  a  crofs  road.  A 
little  further,  clofe  by  the  road, 

is 
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is  a  beautiful  lake  called  Llyn  y 
Maes ,  or  the  lake  of  the  Field \ 
where  old  tradition  fays,  former¬ 
ly  flood  the  town  of  Tregaron  : 
it  is  about  a  mile  in  circumfe¬ 
rence,  rather  of  oblong  form, 
producing  no  fifh  of  any  great 
value.  At  the  middle  way  be¬ 
tween  the  town  and  this  lake, 
on  the  weft  fide,  is  a  fenny, 
marfhy  bog,  reaching  to  the 
river  Teivi,  which  produces  the 
beft  fort  of  peat  that  I  ever  faw, 
to  fupply  the  neighbourhood 
with  firing.  They  dig  them 
very  large,  the  larger  the  better; 
when  dried  ready  for  the  grate, 
or  hearth,  they  make  exceeding 
good  fire,  leaving  very  few 
allies,  and  thole  as  white  as 
chalk,  and  light  as  feathers. 
The  other  fide,  on  the  brow  of 
a  range  of  hills,  is  a  fine  cop¬ 
pice  of  various  forts  of  trees, 
where  formerly  many  goats  fed. 
In  this  coppice  are  an  uncommon 
fight  ot  rafpbernes  growing 
naturally.  Not  far  off,  in  a 
meadow  below,  is  Ffynnon  El- 
zvady  formerly  of  great  note  for 
curing  fore  bread's.  At  the 
north-ead  extremity  of  thefe 
hills  is  an  afcendency  almod 
circular,  and  very  deep  on  the 
wed  fide,  where  grew  formerly 
a  fine  grove  of  timber  wood. 
This  hill  is  called  Bcinau  Erony 
Mwyriy  from  the  mine  work 
which  ufed  to  be  carried  on 
lieie.  .There  are  now  to  be 


feen  feveral  deep  fhafts,  and 
are  level  on  the  ead  fide  of  the 
hill,  in  a  place  called  Cwm  y 
Graig  Goch . — The  afcent  from 
this  Czvm  to  the  top  of  the  hill, 
is  alfo  very  deep— almod  per¬ 
pendicular.  It  is  faid,  that  filver, 
as  well  as  lead  ore,  is  lodged  in 
the  bowels  of  this  rocky  hill ; 
but  no  attempt  to  diflodge  it  has 
been  made  for  many  years.  At 
the  north  end  of  the  parifh  is  a 
village  of  no  great  repute,  where¬ 
in  dwell  not  many  honed  la¬ 
bourers - but  robud  athletic 

miners — of  no  religion,  though 
I  hope,  reformation  is  began 
among  them,  as  there  is  now 
of  late  a  chapel  built,  for  the 
life  of  a  well  qualified  extempore 
preacher.  Lhe  village,  partly 
in  the  parifh  of  Gwnnwsy  and 
partly  in  this,  is  called  Rhyd - 
fendigaidy  i.  e.  the  Bleffed  Ford, 
from  the  river  Feral  being  ford¬ 
able  there,  over  which  is  a  very 
old  bridge  of  done.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  now,  the  inhabitants  will 
not  long  contradidl  the  name  of 
the  place,  by  their  manner  of 
living.— A.  mile  eadward  of  this 
lies  Strata  Floriela ,  commonly 
called  Monachlogy  where  for¬ 
merly  dood  a  very  large  abbey, 
fome  of  whofe  ruinous  walls 
are  now  to  be  feen.  The  old 
church-yard,  as  it  is  called,  is  a 
very  large  plot  of  ground,  fur- 
rounded  with  a  done  wall  ; 
but  the  prefent  one  is  about  two 
C  c  acres, 
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acres,  near  the  center  of  which 
Rands  a  decent  chapel,  very 
near  the  vihble  remains  of  the 
abbey.  On  the  north  fide  of 
the  chapel  are  feveral  grave  and 
tomb  Rones,  well  executed  and 
laid.  In  the  chancel  is  the 
following  monument  againft  the 
wall - 

44  This  humble  Rone  was 
44  placed  here  in  memory  of 
44  Dame  Anne  Lloyd,  daughter 
44  of  Wm.  Powell,  late  of  Nant- 
4 4  eos,  Efq.  and  Averimer  his 
44  wife.  She  was  firR  married 
44  to  Richard  Stedman,  of  Stra- 
44  ta  Florida,  Efq.  by  whom 
44  fhe  had  two  daughters,  who 
44  died  young,  and  were  with 
44  their  father  buried  in  this 
44  chapel:  fhe  was  afterwards 
44  relidt  of  Sir  Herbert  Lloyd, 
44  of  Peterwell,  Bart. — fhe  de- 
44  parted  this  life  the  2d  of  Au- 
44  guR,  1778,  in  the  76th  year 
44  of  her  age,  and  was  interred 
44  near  this  place,  in  well  found- 
44  ed  hopes  of  a  joyful  refur-. 
44  rediion.  Her  virtues  were 
44  eminent-— her  piety  w7as  with- 
44  out  oRentation,  hypccrify, 
44  or  fuperflition;  her  humanity 
44  and  benevolence  were  gene- 
44  nil  and  confpicuous,  and  her 
44  charity  appeared  by  the  heart- 
44  felt  lamentations  of  the  poor 
44  and  needy.  To  the  above 
44  truth  may  be  added,  that  her 
44  tendernefs  and  warm  affec- 


44  tion  for  her  relations,  will 
44  ever  be  remembered  with  gra- 
44  titude  and  reverence.” 

It  feems  fhe  was  a  defeendant 
of  Edwin,  one  of  the  fifteen 
tribes  of  North  Wales.  The 
abbey  houfe  was  formerly  a 
errand  manfion,  but  now  is  a 
common  farm-houfe  ;  the  pro¬ 
perty  belongs  to  Thomas  Powell, 
Efq.  of  Nanteas,  and  he  pre- 
fents  to  the  chapel  the  prefent 
miniRer,  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Davies,  a  man  well  refpedied, 
and  well  attended  in  his  chapel. 
The  foil  is  in  general  gravelly, 
and  moR  friendly  to  tillage. 
The  moR  ufual  calcareous 
manure  is  lime,  brought  from 
the  fea-fide,  about  twelve  miles 
off.— The  crops  are  rye,  barley, 
and  oats ;  fometime  a  field  of 
wheat,  but  not  very  common. 
Many  fheep  and  black  cattle 
are  bred  in  the  parifh  ;  but  they 
are  in  general  of  the  fmall  fort. 
The  fheep  walks  are  very  ex- 
tenfive,  on  a  coarfe,  rough,  and 
high  ridge  of  heathy  grounds, 
called  Mynydd.  MoR  of  the 
inhabitants  card,  fpin,  and  ma¬ 
nufacture  their  own  apparel, 
and  fend  large  quantity  of  wol- 
lens  to  market,  efpecially  Rock- 
invs. — It  is  known  that  fome 

o 

hands  here  can  knit  a  Rocking 
large  enough  for  a  man,  in  the 
time  that  a  goofe  is  roaRing,  or 
a  pot  boiling  for  a  good  hot  fup- 

per. 
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per.  It  was  an  old  cuftom  in 
the  parifh  for  girls  to  meet  to¬ 
gether  at  one  another’s  houfes 
after  fupper,  to  knit  what  they 
ufually  called  Gurid,  for  no 
other  wager  than  honour— their 
way  was  for  each  to  let  loofe 
from  bottoms  equal  length  of 
yarn  tied  together,  and  the  firft 
that  would  knit  up  to  the  knot, 
was  the  conqueror,  and  deferv- 
ing  of  the  greateft  praife.  As 
the  parifh  is  large,  and  the 
houfes  are  fcattered,  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  afcertam  the  number  of 
inhabitants ;  but  the  ftate  of  po¬ 
pulation  appears  to  be  on  the  in- 
creafe.— The  number  of  the 
poor  is  very  final! — No  houfe 
of  induftry,  but  all  eager  to 
earn  their  bread  in  an  honed: 
way.  No  fchool  of  any  great 
ufe,  as  the  parifh  lies  very  near 
to  *  Yftradmeirig .  The  inha¬ 
bitants  are  of  the  eftabliflied 
chuich,  or  methodifts,  who 
have  a  chapel  at  Tregaron. 

The  river  Teivi,  which  a- 
bounds  with  falmon  and  trout, 
runs  from  its  fource  north  - 
weft  of  the  whole  parifh,  and  is 


its  boundary— on  both  fides  of 
which  are  fine  fields  of  meadow 
hay,  or  ufeful  fens.  Here  are 
plenty  of  game,  of  different 
forts,  and  wild  fowl  in  abund¬ 
ance.  Below  Tregaron  a  little 
way,  is  a  fpring,  where  fwains 
and  maids  formerly  uled  to  re¬ 
fort  to,  on  Eafterday  or  Low 
Sunday, to  treat  one  another  with 
a  penny  loaf  of  Bar  a- Can ,  and 
drink  of  the  fine  mother  of  all 
liquors,  produced  by  this  fpring. 
As  there  are  no  documents  to 
guide  any  man,  in  fearch  after 
antiquities,  in  this  parifh,  I  de¬ 
cline  offering  an  etymology  of 
the  names  of  places,  and  I  do 
not  recolle6t  that  there  are  any 
veftige  left  worthy  the  trouble 
to  attempt  deep  refearches,  fave 
at  Strata  Florida . 

If  this  hafty  fcroll  will  be  of 
any  fervice,  probably  I  may  give 
you  a  fketch  of  another  parifh 
or  two  wherein  I  have  refided  a 
few  years  before  I  left  Cambi  ian 
]and.  Wifhing  you  much  fuccefs 
in  the  undertaking,  arduous  and 
difficult  as  it  may  be,  I  remain 
fincerely,  yours,  &c. 


A  “?  ‘S  ,he  Grammar  School  of  the  countv,  which  has  been 

*  VC  “  Century>  «me  in  high  repute.-A  commodious 

new  (chol  room,  we  underhand,  is  about  to  be  built  by  the  activity  of  the  prefent  wor- 
>y  mailer,  and  the  public  ff  irit  of  the  truliees,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  county 


e> 
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TOPOGRAPHY  OF  WALES. 


ANGLESEY. 


THE  prefent  name  of  this 
ifland,  amongd  the  peo*- 
ple  of  Wales,  is  Mon,  and  they 
have  mod:  certainly  called  it  fo 
for  upwards  of  two  thoufand 
years,  for  it  is  the  appellation 
by  which  it  became  fird  known 
to  the  Romans  ;  and  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  are  called  Monwys ,  Mon- 
wyfiaid ,  Monwyfion}  and  Gwyr 
Mon , 

*  -  ji- 

The  import  of  the  name  is, 
what  is  foie ,  by  itfeif ,  infulatedy 
or  detached;  what  is  a  whole ,  a 
feparate  body ,  or  an  individual. 

The  ifland  is  about  twenty 
miles  long;,  and  about  fixteen 
miles  broad;  and  is  fituated  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  main  land 


of  Caernarvonfhire,  being  fepa- 
rated  from  it  by  a  narr  ow  drait, 
of  from  three  miles  to  about  half 
a  mile  in  breadth,  called  Men - 

ait }. 

From  the  mod  remote  periods 
it  has  been  generally  divided  in¬ 
to  feven  didri6fs;  called  Cymyd- 
au ,  or  communities,  being  the 
ufual  fubdivifions  of  the  Cantrevy 
or  hundred;  and  from  which 
the  term  of  Comot  has  been  often 
ufed,  by  Englifh  writers,  in  treat¬ 
ing  of  Welfh  hidory :  And,  it  is 
probable,  the  expredion  of  Saith 
JelwydMon ,  or  the  feven  hearths 
of  Anglefey,  has  reference  to 
thofe  dividons  of  the  idand. 
But  the  Extent  of  Edward  III* 
makes  only  fix  comots;  and 

j 

Cemmaes , 


*  The  extent  of  North  Wales  is  a  cUrious  and  valuable  rec©rd  :  there  is  a  copy  of 
it  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum.  Mr.  jones,  of  London,  has,  in  his  valuable  collection,  a 
very  good  copy  of  that  part  of  it,  which  relates  to  Anglefey,  from  which  I  have  in¬ 
troduced  feveral  particulars  into  the  following  topography;  and  the  title  of  which 
runs  thus: — Extenta  Com..  Anglesey  Jaffa  jier  Johannem  deDeleues  Anno  26* 
Ucgis  Ed  WARD  I  tertii  pop  Qonqueptum  Anglic ,  Annoq ;  Domini  1352. 

^  -  I  ^  \ 

The  purpofe  of  making  this  Extent  was,  for  afcertaining  different  rents,  fervices,  and 
cuftoms,  claimed  by  the  native  princes  of  Wales,  in  order  that  a  commutation  thould 
be  made,  by  paying  the  \alue  of  thofe  claims,  in  money,  into  the  Englifh  Exchequer. 
And,  the  information  was  obtained  by  fwearing  a  jur}r  of  twelve  men,  the  names  of 
whom  are  entered  at  the  head  of  the  report  for  each  of  the  comots. 

*T  lie 


I 


I 


f 
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Gemmae s ,  which  is  the  feventh* 
agreeably  to  the  common  ac¬ 
count,  is  there  called  a  manor, 
partly  lying  in  Talybolion,  and 
partly  in  Twrcelyn.  In  the  fol¬ 
lowing  enumeration  of  the  names 
of  places,  the  diviilons  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Extent  are  followed, 
as  it  furnifhes  the  means  of  af- 
figning  to  many  places  their 
proper  diftri&s,  which  could  not 
have  been  otherwife  done,  for 
want  of  a  local  knowledge  of  the 
ifland. 

The  comots  were  parcelled 
out  into  townfhips,  which  were 
lubdivided  into  hamlets,  contain¬ 
ing  feveral  tenements;  but,  as  it 
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would  feem,  not  any  fpecific 
number ;  and  thefe  were  gene¬ 
rally  denominated  Trev,  Bod , 
and  Gwely ,  or  Tydayn.  The 
common  acceptation  of  Trev  is 
a  town;  although  it  frequently 
implies  a  habitation,  or  man- 
fion;  and  alfo  a  townfhip,  on 
account  of  fuch  a  diftrift  being 
an  appen3age  to  the  manfion  of 
a  land  proprietor  of  the  firffc 
clafs,  or  a  baron.  The  Bod, 
though  literally  it  means  being, 
is  a  dwelling,  or  habitation ;  and 
is  generally,  if  not  always,  ap¬ 
plied  like  Trev,  to  the  principal 
houfes.  The  Gwely ,  or  the 
JVele  in  the  Extent,  means  a 
bed ;  but  here  it  Rands  for  a  free 

tenant’s 


The  following  article  is  felecied  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  Extent 

COMOTUS  DE  TALYBOLION. 

Extent,  eiufdem  Comoti  fadta  apud  Coedane  die  Veneris  in  fefio  Mathei  apli; 
Anno  fupradicto  coram  pfat:  locu:  ten:  p:  facrum  et  examinacionem  cuiuslibet  ten. 
eiuldem  Comot.  tarn  hbrorum  quain  nativoru.  et  poftea  examinat,  per  facrum  xii; 
libroru.  eiufdem  Comot.  vid. 


Dd.  Vychan  ap  Dd.  ap  Hoelt 
Mredd.  ap  Dd. 

Dd.  ap  ler.  ap  Dd. 

Hoe  11  ap  Meyriicke 
Gruffyth  ap  Lin. 

Eign.  ap  Eden. 


JUR. 

Ier.  Lloyd 
Dd.  Hackney. 

Dd.  ap  Meyricke 
Meyricke  Goyk 
leu.  ap  Mredd.  et 
Gwillim  ap  Tuder. 


TREV  EDENEVET. 

1.  In  eadem  vill.  funt  tres  wele  vid,  wele  Grono  ap  Eden,  wele  leu.  ap  Eden,  ©t 
weie  Pilth  ap  Eden.  Et  funt  hedes:  pe:  wele  de  wele  Grono  ap  Eden.  Dd, 
Hackney  leu.  ap  Mredd.  ap  Eden,  et  redd,  inde  qlt:  termo.  iiij01  terminorum  fup. 
deoru:  et- . -  iiijv.  id. 


Summu:  p,  Annu:  — ...  .  xxis,  iiij d. 


C  c  4  ~ 


2.  Et 
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tenant’s  or  a  free-holder’s  habi¬ 
tation,  with  the  land  appertain¬ 
ing  thereto  \  and,  in  a  moreloofe 
acceptation,  it  is  ufed  in  the  lame 
fenfe  as  Tycldyn ,  a  farm,  or  tene¬ 
ment. 

The  following  lift  (hews,  that 
Trev  and  Bod  are  more  univer- 
fally  retained  for  the  appellations 
of  the  principal  houfes  in  Angle- 


fey,  than  in  any  other  part  of 
Wales. 

Angkfey  contains,  at  prefent, 
feventy-four  pari  fires ;  in  former 
times  there  were  probably  more  $ 
there  were  certainly  more 
churches,  as  appears  from  thofe, 
which  are  now  found  in  ruins, 
in  different  parts  of  the  iffand. 

Rowland 


2.  Et  funt  hedes:  pe:  wcle  de  wele  left,  ap  Eden.  leu.  ap  Mfedd.  ap  Hova,  leu. 
Knap  et  alii  et  redd,  inde  qit:  ter.  in.  xi d.  ob. 


Summu:  p.  AnnuP 


.xu.  xr/. 


3.  Et  funt  hedes:  pec:  wele-  de  Filth  ap  Eden.  leu.  ap  Hova  folus  et  redd,  inde 
qlt:  termo:  iiij°>  term.  iix.  iiwrf. 


Summu:  p.  Annu: 


-ixr. 


Etoes:  iftoru:  triu:wele  deb.  fed.  ad  com.  et  hundred  et  fol.  rel.  gobr  et  amobr 
XX.  qu.  acc.  Et  hent:  mol'end.  ppriu.  voc  melin  Rhodgeidio,  et  lac.  muros  et  cooptur: 
Aule  cande  et  Capelle  manerii  de  Kemmeys  et  fol.  kyleh  ftalon,  et  lol.  de  qalt.  bra- 
cina  ceruifie  p.ipos:fa&.  \id.  t.  ferx.  lagen:  eeruifie  Ragl.  qui  p-  tempore  fuerit. 

The  following  is  a  fumroary  of 'different  particulars,  reported  in  the  Extent : 

S7 

Townfhrps  — • 

Hamlets  —  .  ~i* 

Mills  —  —  —  ° 

Free  tenants  named  —  — 

From  the  above  datas  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  ifland,  at  the  time  of  mak¬ 
ing  the  Extent,  may  be  pretty  well  afcertained  thus  : 

To  153  parties,  in  theenumeration  of  tenants,  the  word  and  others  is  joined,  to  each 
of  which  may  be  allowed  an  average  of  three;  this  gives  in  addition  to  the  number  of 


tenants  —  “ 

The  number  of  the  families  of  villains  may  be  rated  at  about  1000. 
For  the  manfions,  mills,  &c.  may  be  allowed 
Families  refiding  in  towns  and  villages,  holding  no  land 
Thofe  five  numbers  give  a  total  of  families  «— 

wTiich  multiplied  by  5£  gives  —  — 

To  that  number  add  the  clergy  — ' 


459 
1000 
178 
500 
3300 
18150 
1850 


Total  number  of  inhabitants  — -  20000 

It  is  prefumed  that  the  number  of  inhabitants  is  now  foinewhat  greater,  but  no  re 
turns  hava  been  made,  by  which  that  might  be  proved. 
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Rowlandhas  taken  great  pains 
to  prove  that  Mon  was  the  chief 
feat  of  druidifin,  in  remote  anti¬ 
quity.  What  is  moft  remark¬ 
able  in  it  at  the  prefent  time  is 
the  great  copper  mine  of  Paris 
Mountain,  which  is  deemed  the 
richeft  of  any  that  is  known  f. 

tyndaetiiwy. 

Baron  Hill,  a  modem  Englifh 
name. 

Bodenvew,  the  dwelling  of  En~ 
vew;  ranked  a  town  (hip  in 
the  Extent . 

Bodordderch,  the  dwelling  of 
the  concubine ;  ranked  a  ham¬ 
let  in  the  Extent. 

Braint,  that  limits  or  bounds,  a 
fmall  river  fo  called. 

Bryn  y  Gov  Ifav,  the  lower 
fmith’s  hill. 

Bryn  y  Gov  Uchav,  the  upper 
fmith’s  hill. 

Gaint,  the  down.  It  gives  name 
to  a  fmall  village,  and  to  a 
brook. 
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Caint  Bach,  the  little  calni>  or 
down. 

Caflell  Bylchwyn,  white  pafs, 
caflle ;  in  the  Extent  ranked 
as  a  townfhip. 

Caflellor,  the  caflle  bounds; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent* 

Caflr.  Bell.  Marifcum,  or  Beau¬ 
maris,  is  thought  to  be  the 
ancient  Porth  PEygyr,  which 
according  to  the  hiflorical 
Triades,  was  one  of  the  three 
principal  ports  of  Britain,  and 
fituated  in  Anglefey.  It  is 
mentioned  in  the  Extent . 

Cevn  Coch,  red  ridge ;  ranked  a 
hamlet  in  the  Extent. 

Cevn  y  Llan,  the  church  ridge. 

CerygCnythyll,  the  lump  flones, 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent . 

Ceryg  Tegvan,  the  flones  of 
Teg  van,  a  faint  fo  called. 

Cremlyn,  the  pool  that  is  cruft- 
ed  over,  or  become  a  bog.  It 


*  It  is  not  neceftary  to  enter  at  large  into  the  defcription  of  the  ifland,  as  very 
complete  information  will  be  had  in  the  Report  of  the  prefent  fate  o/'North  Wales, 
drawn  up  lor  the  Board  of  Agriwulture,  by  the  Rev.  Walter  Davies,  curate  of  Meivod, 
in  Montgomerylhire. 


gives 
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gives  name  to  a  place  by  it, 
which  is  ranked  a  townfhip  in 
the  Extent . 

Dinfylwy,  the  exploratory  fort; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Dyfryn  Ifav,  the  lower  valley. 

Edriniog,  the  feclutled  fpot ; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Llandegvan,  the  church  of  Teg- 
van. 

Llandyfilio,  the  church  of  Ty- 
filio. 

Landdyvnan,  the  church  of  Dyv- 
nan ;  ranked  a  townfhip  in  the 
Extent. 

Llanvaes,  the  church  of  the  plain; 
it  is  mentioned  in  the  Extent ; 
and  there  was  a  priory  here 
in  former  times. 

Llanvair,  the  church  of  Mary, 
or  St.  Mary’s 

Llanfinan,  the  church  of  Finan. 

Llanidan,  the  church  of  Idan. 

Llanfadwrn,  the  church  of  Sa- 
turnus. 


Llwydiarth,  the  gray  garth; 
ranked  a  hamlet  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Marian  Pant  y  Saer,  wright’s 
glen  holme. 

Mathavarn  Eithav,  the  farther 
hofpital ;  ranked  a  townfhip 
in  the  Extent. 

Mathavarn  Wion,  the  hofpi¬ 
tal  of  Gwion ;  ranked  a 
townfhip  in  the  Extent. 

Melin  Caftell  Bylchwyn,  ByU 
chwyn  cafile  mill ;  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  Extent. 

Melin  Cevn  Coch,  red  ridge 
mill;  mentioned  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

i 

Melin  Colva,  the  mill  of  the 
ftrait ;  mentioned  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Melin  Gerynt,  the  brook  mill; 
mentioned  in  the  Extent. 

Melin  Menych,  the  mill  of  the 
monks ;  mentioned  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Melin  Trev  Caftell,  caftle  town 
mill ;  mentioned  in  the  Exr 
tent. 


Melin 
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Melin  Wyrion  Madog,  the  mill 
of  the  grandfons  of  Madog  ; 
mentioned  in  the  Extent. 

Melin  y  Gwiaw,  rain  mill ; 

.  mentioned  in  the  Extent . 

Pandy,  the  fulling  houfe. 

Pant  y  Saer,  the  wright’s  dingle. 

Pen  Hefgyn,  the  barrel  head. 

Pen  y  Caint,  the  head  of  the 
Caint. 

Penmynydd,  the  mountain  top; 
ranked  a  townlliip  in  the  Ex - 
te?it.  T  his  old  manfion  was 
the  rehdence  of  the  anceffors 
of  the  Tudor  family. 

Pentraeth,  the  head  of  the  fand  ; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Penwynllys,  white  court  head  ; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Percyr,  that  clofes  up,  or  termi- 

.  nates  in  a  point;  a  place 
ranked  as  a  hamlet  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

r  •  * 

t  • 

Plas  Gwyn,  white  hall. 

Plas  Llandegvan,  Llandegvan 
hall. 


Pont  y  Vorryd,  fea-ford  bridge. 

Porthaethwy,  the  port  ofTaeth- 
wy,  one  of  the  ferrying  places 
into  Anglefey  ;  it  is  ranked  a 
townfhip  in  the  Extent . 

Sarn  Braint,  the  caufeway  of 
the  Braint. 

Tai  yn  y  Coed,  the  houfes  in  the 
wood. 

*1  an  y  Graig,  under  the  rock. 

7  rev  Caflell,  cable-town;  rank¬ 
ed  a  townfhip  in  the  Extent . 

Trevraint,  Braint  town  ;  ranked 
a  townfhip  in  the  Extent. 

Treff  os,  dyke-ville,or  dyke  town. 

Trevor  Bwll,  the  Mor-town  by 
the  pool ;  ranked  a  townfhip 
in  the  Extent. 

Twr  Garw,  the  rugged  heap; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Ty  Gwyn,  white  houfe. 

Ty  Gwyn,  white  houfe. 

Ty’n  y  Coed,  the  houfe  in  the 
wood. 


T  yndaethwy, 
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Tyndaethwy,  the  plat  of  the  fer¬ 
tilizing  water. 

Tyddyn,  the  tenement. 

Y  Dorth  Goch,  the  red  loaf. 

Y  Yron,  the  flope. 

Y  Wern,  the  mead. 

Ynys  Seiroel,  the  ifle  of  St.  Seir- 
oel,  called  by  the  Englifh 
Prieftholme. 

Yr  Evail  Goch,  the  red  fmithy. 

Yr  Yfgol,  the  fchool. 

>  4 

TWRCELYN. 

Amlwch,  the  bending  or  wind¬ 
ing  loch.  It  gives  name  to 
a  place,  which  is  ranked  a 
hamlet  in  the  Extent;  and 
which  is  now  become  a  place 
of  fome  note,  from  its  being 
the  port  where  the  copper 
ore  of  Paris  Mountain  is 
{hipped. 

Bcdavon,  river  ville ;  ranked  a 
townfhip  in  the  Extent . 

Bodavon,  river-ville. 

Bodavon,  river  ville. 

Bodeilio,  the  manfion  of  Eilio. 


Bodewryd,  the  manfion  at  the 
rippling  ford!;  ranked  a  town- 
fhip  in  the  Extent . 

Bodgynddelw,  the  manfion  of 
Cynddelw  ;  ranked  a  hamlet 
in  the  Extent. 

Bod  Nevai,  the  dwelling  of  Ne- 
vai;  ranked  a  townfhip  in 
the  Extent. 

Bodrugan,  the  manfion  of  the 
heathy  diftridt,  or  heath-ville. 

Bodtwnog,  the  dwelling  upon 
the  broken  ground ;  ranked  a 
townfhip  in  the  Extent. 

Bryn  Gwydded,  {the  hill  of  pre¬ 
fence  ;  probably  it  was  a  place 
of  judicature,  or  where  the 
bards  held  meetings. 

Bwlch  y  Davarn,  the  pafs  of  the 
tavern. 

Carnedd  Maes  Elidyr,  the  earn 
of  die  field  of  Elidyr. 

Clorach,  the  place  abounding 
with  earth-nuts ;  ranked  a 
townfhip  in  the  Extent - 

Deri,  the  oaks;  mentioned  in 
the  Extent . 

Garthur,  the  bending  ridge ; 
mentioned  in  the  Extent. 


Clan 
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Gian  yr  Avon,  the  river  fide. 

Glafgrug,  the  green  knoll;  it 
is  mentioned  in  the  Extent , 

Gwenvro,  the  white  diftridl. 

Hendrev  Hywel,  Hywel’s  old- 
town. 

Llanallgo,  the  church  of  Gallgo. 

I 

Llanbedyr  Goch,  St.  Peter’s  red 
church. 

Llandyvrydog,  the  church  of 
Tyvrydog. 

Llaneigrad,  the  church  of  the 
conception. 

Llanelian,  the  church  of  Elian; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent, 

Llanerch  y  Medd,  the  plat  of 
the  metheglin,  a  market  town 
fo  called. 

Llanvair,  the  church  of  Mary, 

i  or  St.  Mary’s. 

Llanvihangel  Tre’r  Beirdd,  St. 
Michael’s  in  bard’s  town. 

Llangevni,  the  church  of  Cevni. 

Llangwyllo,  the  church  of 
Cwyllo., 
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Llechog,  the  place  abounding 
with  cliffs ;  ranked  a  town* 
fhip  in  the  Extent, 

Llugwy,  the  gloomy  water. 

Ll wydiarth,  the  gray  garth. 

Llwydiarth  Efgob,  the  bifhop’s 
gray  garth. 

Llys  Dulas,  the  court  of  Dulas ; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent, 

Maes  Elidyr,  the  plain  of  Elidyr. 

Maes  Phylip,  the  field  of  Phillip. 

Melin  Adda,  Adam’s  mill;  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Extent . 

Melin  Bodavon,  the  mill  of  Bod- 
avon  ;  mentioned  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent . 

Melin  Bryn  Gwydded,  the  mill 
of  Bryn  Gwydded;  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  Extent, 

Melin  Danellan,  nettle  mill; 
mentioned  in  the  Extent, 

Melin  Ifav,  the  lower  mill; 
mentioned  in  the  Extent . 

Melin  Llys  Dulas,  the  mill  of 
Llys  Dulas ;  mentioned  in  the 
Extent . 


Melin 
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Melin  Newydd,  the  new  mill ; 
mentioned  in  the  Extent. 

x  •  -  r 

Melin  Penarth,  the  mill  of  Pen¬ 
arth. 

Moelvre,  the  bare  hill. 

Mynydd  Bodavon,  the  mountain 
of  Bodavon. 

Naiit  Mawr,  the  great  ravine  ; 
ranked  a  towniliip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent . 

* 

Naiit  Bychan,  the  little  ravine  ; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex* 
tent . 

Pant  y  Saer,  the  wright’s  dingle. 

Pen  y  Voel,  the  fummit  of  the 
peak. 

Penarth,  the  top  of  the  garth. 

Pencraig,  the  top  of  the  rock. 

Penllech,  the  top  of  the  cliff. 

Penros,  the  head  or  end  of  the 
marfh  ;  ranked  a  townfhip  in 
the  Extent. 

Penryn,  the  promontory  ;  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Extent. 

Penryn  Moelvre,  the  promon¬ 
tory  of  Moelvie. 


Pentrev  Eirianell,  the  village  of 
Belvidere. 

* 

Plas  Llandyvrydog,  the  hall  of 
Llandyvrydog. 

.  i  ,  * 

Plas  Llanddyvnan,  the  hall  of 
Llanddyvnan. 

Plas  Llanvair,  the  hall  of  Llan- 

.  vair. 

Plas  Tregaian,  the  hall  of  Tre- 
gaian.  .i 

Plas  y  Brain, the  hall  of  the  crows. 

Pont  Rhyd  Fernol,  the  bridge  of 
Rhyd  Fernol, 

• 

Pont  Rhyd  Owain,  the  bridge  of 
Owen’s  ford, 

„  *  v*  •  -  '  .  -  .  -  J  iJ-mf  ■  *• 

*  •  v  *  •  ■**  '  i  *  '*'  '  '  * 

Porth  Dulas,  the  port  of  Dulas ; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent . 

Porth  Llongdy,  fhip-houfe  port. 

Rhodwrthgyr,  the  courfe  of  re- 
pulfe ;  mentioned  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Rhos  Llugwy,  the  marfh  of 
Llugwy. 

Rhos  Manach,  monk’s  marfh  ; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 


Rhyd 
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Rhyd  Fernol,  the  ford  of  the 
Bra  it.  >  . 

Talgwyn,  the  white  front. 

Tan  y  G  raig,  below  the  rock. 

Traeth  Bach,  the  little  fand. 

Traeth  Coch,  the  red  fand. 

Traeth  Llugwy,  the  fand  of 
Llugwy. 

Tregaian,  the  town  of  Caian, 
or  Caian-ville. 

Trevgarnedd,  the  houfe  of  the 
Carn. 

Trevgewy,  the  town  of  Cewy; 
mentioned  in  the  Extent. 

Trevvorllwyd,  the  town  of  the 
gray  tump  ;  ranked  a  hamlet 
in  the  Extent . 

.  s.  /  v 

Trevwaredog,  the  town  of  the 
redemption;  ranked  a  town- 
fhip  in  the  Extent. 

Tryfglwyn,  the  entangled  grove; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent • 

Twrcelyn,  the  holly  clump, 

Ty  Mawr,  great  houfe. 


Ty  Twn,  the  cracked  houfe. 

Ty’n  yr  Onen,  the  houfe  in  the 
afh. 

Y  CaBell,  the  caBle. 

Y  Davarn  Newydd,  the  new 
tavern. 

Y  Vorllwyd,  the  gray  tump. 

Y  Graig  Ddu,  the  black  rock. 

4  .  _  /.  T 

Y  Gribin,  the  comb,  or  ridge. 

Y  Parc,  the  park. 

Ynys  Moelvre,  the  ifle  of  MoeE 
vre. 

YBellog,  the  place  of  boards; 
ranked  a  hamlet  in  the  Extent . 

MENAIV. 

Abermenaiv,  the  eflux  of  the 
Menaiv,  the  water  between 
Anglefey  and  Arvon. 

Berw,  the  ebullition,  a  fmalT 
Bream  fo  called,  which  gives 
name  to  Pentrev  y  Berw,  a 
village  on  its  banks. 

Bodelwyddan,  Elwyddan-ville. 

Eodlew,  the  habitation  of  Llew. 

Bodovvyr, 
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Bodowyr,  Gowyr-ville. 

Bodwrida,  the  habitation  of 
Gwrida;  ranked  a  townfhip 
in  the  Extent. 

Braint,  the  limit,  Or  boundary, 
a  finall  river  fo  called. 

Bryn  y  Gelli  ddu,  black  grove 

hill. 

Bryn  y  Gelli  wen,  white  grove 
hill. 

Carnan,  the  place  of  the  earn, 
or  heap  of  Rones ;  ranked  a 
townfhip  in  the  Extent. 

Ceryg  Dewi,  the  flones  of  Dewi, 
or  St.  David ;  ranked  a  town¬ 
fhip  in  the  Extent. 

Dinam,  that  is  without  a  fpot, 
or  fair ;  ranked  a  townfhip  in 
the  Extent. 

Dinas,  the  fortrefs,  or  the  camp. 

Gian  yr  Avon,  the  river  fide. 

Hirdrev  Vaig,  the  faflnefs  long- 
town  :  ranked  a  townfhip  in 
the  Extent. 

Irwaen  uchav,  the  upper  luxu¬ 
riant  meadow, 

LI  an  Ddaniel,  the  church  of 
Daniel, 


Llanddwyn,the  church  of  D  wyn, 
or  of  D  wyn  wen,  as  fhe  is 
alfo  called.  Dwynwen  was 
a  female  faint,  whom  lovers 
ufed  to  invoke. 

Llanedwen,  the  church  of  Ed- 
wen. 

Llanvair  Vach,  little  St.  Mary*$’ 

Llanvihangel,  the  church  of 
Michael, 

Llangafo,  the  church  of  Cafo, 

Llangeinwen,  the  church  of 
Ceinwen. 

Llwynogan,  the  places  of  the 
groves. 

Melin  Hirdrev  V aig,  the  mill  of 
Hirdrev  Yaig  mentioned  in 
the  Extent. 

Melin  Newydd,  the  new  mill  j 
mentioned  in  the  Extent. 

Melin  Rhofyr,  the  mill  of 
Rhofyr ;  mentioned  in  the  Ex? 
tent . 

Menaiv,  the  flrait  current,  the 
name  of  the  channel,  which 
divides  Mon ,  or  Anglesey, 
from  Arvon. 

Moel  y  don,  the  hill  of  the 

wave, 
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wave,  one  of  the  ferrying 
places  into  Anglefey;  it  is 
mentioned  in  the  Extent . 

Myfoglen,  the  moffy  fpot ;  in 
the  Extent  it  is  ranked  a  tow  n- 
fh  ip. 

Newborough,  the  Englifh  name 
of  Rhofyr. 

Penryn  Llanddwyn,  Llanddwyn 
point. 

Pentrev  y  Berw,  the  village  of 
Berw. 

Plas  Coch,  red  hall. 

PlasGwyn,  Whitehall. 

Plas  Llanedwen,  Llanedwen  hall. 

Plas  Llanelidan,  Llanelidan  hall. 

Plas  Llangafo,  Llangafo  hall. 

Plas  Newydd,  new  hall. 

i 

Pont  y  G  rug,  heath  bridge. 

Porthamel,  the  port  of  the  wind¬ 
ing  ftream. 

Rhandir  Gadog,  the  fhareland 
of  Cadog ;  it  is  ranked  a 
townfhip  in  the  Extent . 

i  Rhofgolyn,  the  marfh  of  Colynr 
or  of  the  projedting  point; 


ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Rhofyr,  the  marfhy  place ;  it  is 
ranked  a  townfhip  and  manor 
in  the  Extent.  The  modern 
Englifh  name  of  this  town  is 
Newborough ;  and  from 
which  the  IVynnes  of  Glyn- 
Hivon  take  the  title  of  Lord 
Newborough. 

Tan  v  Voel,  below  the  hill. 

Tir  Morgan,  Morgan’s  land. 

1  raeth  Melynog,  the  yellow 
fand. 

Erev  Arthan,  Arthan-ville  ; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent . 

T rev  Afeth,  Afeth-ville ;  ranked 
a  town  Blip  in  the  Extent . 

Trev  Verwydd,  Merwydd-ville ; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Trev  Vollwyn,  Moliwyn-ville ; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Trev  Garnedd,  the  town  of  the 
Cam ,  or  ftone-heap  town; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 


Dd 


Trey 
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Trev  Garwed,  Cardwed’s  town  ;•  Y  Vron,  the  Hope. 


ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent* 

Trev  Gewy,  Cewy’s  town ; 
ranked  a  hamlet  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent • 

Trev  Gwydryn,  glafs-town ; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent i 

Trev  Meibion  Pyllt,  the  town  of 
the  fons  of  Pyllt ;  ranked  a 
townfhip  in  the  Extent . 

T  revnant,  brook— town,  or 
brook*ville. 

Twnenydd,  the  fand-hills, 

Ty  Coch,  the  red  houfe. 

Ty’n  y  Coed,  the  houfe  in  the 
wood, 

Tyddyn  Adda,  Adames  tene* 
nrent. 

i 

Tyddyn  Adda,  Adam’s  tene¬ 
ment. 

Tyddyn  Ifav,  the  lower  tene¬ 
ment. 

Y  Berth,  the  bufh,  or  the  brake. 

Y  Velin  AVen,  the  white  mill. 


Y  Vron  Deg,  the  fair  flope. 

Y  Gaer  Wen,  the  white  fort ; 
ranked  a  hamlet  in  the  Extent . 

Y  Groefbont,  the  crofs  bridge. 

i 

Y  Gwningaer, the  rabbit  burrow, 

Ynys  Adar,  Bird’s  illand. 

Yfgeiviog,  the  hunting  ground, 

AlALLTRAETD. 

Aberfraw,  the  efflux  of  the  river 
Fraw  into  the  fea,  It  is  now 
a  fmall  village  ;  but  in  an¬ 
cient  times  it  had  the  honour 
of  being  the  place  of  reh- 
dence  of  feveral  of  the  Welfh 
Princes. 

Blaen  Llyn  y  Goron,  the  point 
of  the  crown  lake. 

Bodeon,  Eon-ville  ;  mentioned 
in  the  Extent . 

Bodfordd,  Road  ville  ;  ranked  a 
townfhip  in  the  Extent . 

Bodhenwyn,  Henwyn-ville ; 
ranked  a  hamlet  in  the  Extent , 

Bodwrgan 


TOPOGRAPHY. 


403 


Bodwrgan,  Gwrgan-ville,  or 
the  manfion  of  Gorgan, 

Bodowain,  Owain-ville,  or 
Owen’s  dwelling. 

Bodryn,  the  dwelling  on  the 
point. 

Bodwynau,  the  town  of  the 
wolds;  ranked  a  hamlet  in 
the  Extent . 

Bryndewin,  the  hill  of  the  di¬ 
viner;  ranked  a  townfhip 
in  the  Extent. 

Careg  Cavell,  the  cove  flone  ; 
ranked  a  hamlet  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Careg  y  Gwyddel,  the  ftone  of 
the  Gwyddel,  or  the  Irifliman. 

Careg  y  Trai,  the  ftone  of  the 
ebb. 

Cafeg  Malltraeth,  the  mare  of 
Malltraeth,  a  rock  fo  called, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  eftuary 
of  Malltraeth. 

Cevn  Gwyn,  the  white  ridge 

Cevn  Llangriftiolus,  the  ridge 
of  St.  Criftiolus. 

Cevn  Trevfraw,  Fra  w- town 
ridge. 


Dinas,  the  fortrefs,  or  the  camp. 

Dindrvval,  the  triangular  fort ; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Dinllwydan,  ’gray  place  fort ; 
ranked  a  hamlet  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Dyrodwydd,  the  place  of  pa¬ 
rading,  or  the  courfe ;  ranked 
a  hamlet  in  the  Extent . 

Eglwyfell,  the  church  land, 
otherwife  called  Llangadwal- 
adyr;  ranked  a  townfhip  in 
the  Extent. 

Fraw,  that  is  full  of  agitation, 
the  name  of  a  river,  the  efflux 
of  which  is  called  Aberfraw. 

Gian  y  Traeth,  fand  fide. 

Gorddygor,  the  place  of  the  re¬ 
tinue  ;  ranked  a  hamlet  in 

the  Extent . 

/ 

Henblas,  old  hall. 

Heneglwys,  old  church  ;  ranked 
a  townfhip  in  the  Extent. 

Llanveirian,  the  church  of  Meir- 
ian. 

Llangadwaladyr,  the  church  of 
Cadwalader ;  ranked  a  town- 
D  d  2  fhip 
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Blip  in  the  Extent ,  wherein 
it  is  alfo  called  Eglwyfell,  or 
the  church  diftri£t. 

Llangriftioius,  the  church  of 
Criftiolus. 

LI anlled wigan,  the  church  of 
Lledwigan  5  ranked  a  town- 
fhip  in  the  Extent . 

Llyn  Bodwynau,  the  lake  of 
Bodwynau* 

Llyn  y  Goron,  the  lake  of  the 
crown. 

Llys  Lledwigan,  Lledwigan 
court ;  ranked  a  townfhip  in 
the  Extent . 

Mailtraeth,  the  finking  fand,  or 
the  quick  fand. 

Melin  Ceryg  Ceinwen,  the  mill 
of  Ceryg  Ceinwen ;  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  Extent . 

Melin  Bach,  little  mill;  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Extent . 

Melin  Dindryval,  Dindryval 
mill;  mentioned  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent, 

i 

Melin  Dyrodwydd,  Dyrodwydd 
mill;  mentioned  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 


Melin  Gwynau,  the  mill  of  the 
wolds ;  mentioned  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Melin  Trevwalchmai,  the  mill 
of  Gwaichmai-ville ;  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Extent. 

Melin  y  Gareg  Lwyd,  gray 
Bone  mill ;  mentioned  in  the 
Extent . 

Melin  y  Traeth,  the  mill  of  the 
fand ;  mentioned  in  the  Extent . 

Paradwys,  paradife. 

Pen  y  Bont,  bridge  end. 

Penbryn,  the  hill  top. 

Rhos  yr  Heneglwys,  old  church 
marfh. 

Rhofmor,  the  fea  marfh  ;  ranked 
a  townfhip  in  the  Extent. 

Til*  y  Beili,  the  bailiff’s  land. 

Trev  Bervedd,  the  middle  town; 
ranked  a  hamlet  in  the  Extent . 

Trev  Cornor,  the  cornet’s  town  ; 
ranked  a  hamlet  in  the  Extent . 

Trev  Davydd  Ifav,  lower  Da¬ 
vid’s  town. 

Trev  Davydd  Uchav,  upper 
David’s  town. 


Trev 
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Trev  Dyfteiniaid,  the  town  of 
the  houfe  Rewards ;  ranked  a 
townfhip  in  the  Extent. 

1  revdraeth,  fand-town ;  ranked 
a  hamlet  in  the  Extent. 

Trevveilyr,  Meilyr-ville,  or  the 
town  of  Meilyr. 

Trevvry,  high  town  ;  ranked  a 
hamlet  in  the  Extent. 

T revfraw,  Fraw-ville,  or  the 
town  on  the  river  Fraw; 
mentioned  in  the  Extent . 

T rev  Iddon,  Iddon-ville ;  ranked 
a  hamlet  in  the  Extent . 

Trevwalchmai,  Gwalchmai- 
ville ;  ranked  a  hamlet  in  the 
Extent. 

T rev  waflrodion,  the  town  of  the 
grooms ;  ranked  a  hamlet  in 
the  Extent. 

Trev  y  Gov,  fmith’s  town. 

T rwyn  y  Parc,  the  point  of  the 
park. 

Ty  Hir,  the  long  houfe, 

Ty  Mawr,  the  great  houfe, 

Y  Vaerdrev,  the  dairy-ville  ; 
ranked  a  hamlet  in  the  Extent , 


Y  Gerddi,  the  gardens;  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Extent. 

Yr  Ifbarth,  the  lower  diftridt. 

LLIVON. 

Avon  Crigell,  the  river  of  Crig- 
ell. 

Bodedeyrn,  Edeym-ville ;  called 
a  hamlet  in  the  Extent. 

Bodvarthan,  Marthan-ville ;  in 
the  Extent  a  hamlet. 

Bodorvach,  the  abode  of  Gor- 
vach ;  in  the  Extent  a  hamlet. 

Bodwrog,  Gorog-ville ;  ranked 
a  townfhip  in  the  Extent . 

Bodynolwyn,  the  dwelling  in 
the  circle;  mentioned  in  the 
Extent. 

Bodynohvyn  Hir,  the  long 
dwelling  in  the  circle. 

Bryn  Gwallan,  the  hill  of  the 
precipice. 

\ 

Careg  Dewi,  the  ftone  of  St. 
David. 

Carnau,  the  earns,  or  flone 
heaps. 

Cevn 
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Cevn  Cymmwd,  the  ridge  of  the 
comot. 

Ceryg  y  Mincae,  field  edge 
Hones. 

Clegyr  Mawr,  the  great  inhibited 
rock 

Conifiog,  ranked  a  townfhip  in 
the  Extent . 

Crigell,  that  abounds  with  little 
coves,  a  fmall  river  fo  called. 

Crigell,  a  village  fo  called  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  of  that 
name  ;  ranked  a  hamlet  in  the 
Extent ♦ 

Cymmyran,  the  place  of  the 
confluences. 

Deubwll,  the  two  pools,  fo  called 
from  its  being  fituated  be¬ 
tween  two  inlets  of  the  fea  ; 
it  is  ranked  as  a  hamlet  in  the 
Extent. 

Dyllfordd,  the  gloomy  road. 

Eirianell,  the  belvidere  ;  ranked 
a  hamlet  in  the  Extent. 

Eirianell  Goch ;  the  red  belvi- 

'  > 

dere. 

Fynnon  y  Mab,  the  well  of  the 
foil. 


Gavrogwy,  the  ftream  of  the 

goat  region. 

Gian  y  Gors,  the  bog  fide. 

Gwaredogvryn,  the  hill  of  the 
redemption. 

Gwaredog  Chapel,  the  chapel 
of  the  redemption. 

Gwyndy,  white  houfe. 

Hendrev,the  old  habitation, or  the 
manfion,  a  term  for  the  houfe 
of  general  refidence,  oppofed 
to  the  Havod ,  or  thefummer- 
ville. 

Henllys  Vawr,  great  old-court. 

Henllys  Wen,  white  old  court. 

Llanbeulan,  the  church  of  Peu- 
lan. 

JJandrygan,  the  church  of  Try- 
gan. 

Llanvaelog,  the  church  of  Mael- 
9g- 

Llanvair  yn  Neubwll,  St.  Ma¬ 
ry’s  between  the  two  pools. 

Llanvihangel,  the  church  of 
Michael. 

Jdangwyven, 
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Llangwyven,  the  church  of 
Cwyven. 

Llanllibio,  the  church  ofLlibio; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Llantrifant,  the  church  of  the 
three  faints. 

Llanynghenedyl,  the  church  in 
the  clanfhip. 

•Llanyftrydan,  the  church  of  the 
pavement. 

Llechgynvarwy,  the  cliff  of 
Cynvarwy ;  ranked  a  hamlet 
in  the  Extent. 

Llechylched,  the  furrounding 
cliff;  ranked  a  hamlet  in  the 
Extent . 

Llivon,  the  flooding  flream,  the 
river  which  gives  name  to  the 
Comot. 

Llynmaelog,  the  pool  of  Maelog, 

Maes  Gwyn,  the  white  plain. 

Maes  y  Llan,  the  church  field. 

Melin  Gaergybi,  the  mill  of 
Caergybi;  mentioned  in  the 

Extent . 


Melin  Cymynod,  the  mill  of  the 
falls;  mentioned  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Melin  Eingan,  the  mill  of  Ein- 
gan  ;  mentioned  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

t 

Melin  Gavrogwy,  the  mill  of 
Gavrogwy ;  mentioned  in  the 
Extent. 

Melin  Hirgyllaeth,  the  mill  of 
the  long  reparation ;  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  Extent. 

Melin  Hywel,  the  mill  of  Hy- 
wel,  mentioned  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Melin  Owain,  the  mill  of O  wain; 
mentioned  in  the  Extent. 

Melin  Rhodgeidio,  the  mill  of 
Rhodgeidio ;  mentioned  in 
the  Extent , 

Melin  Tyndir,  the  mill  of  the 
broken  land ;  mentioned  in 
the  Extent. 

Melin  y  Bont,  bridge  mill ;  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Extent. 

Moel  Nainnol,  the  peak  of 
ravines ;  mentioned  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 
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Mynydd  y  Gov,  the  fmith’s 
mountain. 

Nant-tanog,  the  fpreading 
brook. 

Neuadd,  the  hall. 

Neuadd,  the  hall. 

Neuadd  Coed  Aneu,  the  hall  of 
Coed  Aneu. 

Pen  y  Bryn,  the  hill  top. 

Pen  y  Caledig,  the  fummit  of 
the  hardened  fpot. 

Pen  y  Gored,  the  head  of  the 
wear. 

Penelwar,  the  head  of  the  gentle 
ftream. 

Pentir  Henllys,  old  court  head¬ 
land. 

Pen-tirion,  the  pleafant  fummit. 

Pentrev  Eirianell,  the  village  of 
Eirianell. 

Plas  Bach,  little  hall. 

Plas  Llanvaelog,  Llanvaeloghall 

Plas  Llanvair,  Llanvair  hall. 

Plas  Newvdd,  new  hall. 

J  , 


Prefaddved,  the  ripe  brulliwood. 

Rhodgeidio,or  Rhodwydd  Ceid- 
io,  the  courfe  of  Ceidio ; 
ranked  a  hamlet  in  the  Extent . 

Rlios  Padrig,  the  marfh  of  Pa¬ 
trick. 

Sybylldir,  the  plafhy  land, 

Tavarn  y  Grib,  the  tavern  of 
the  ridge. 

Tal  y  Llyn,the  head  of  the  lake. 

T alcen  Dail,  the  gable  end  co¬ 
vered  with  leaves. 

Towyn,  the  Brand,  or  fand  hills. 

Traeth  Cymmyran,  the  fand  of 
the  place  of  confluences. 

Traphwll,  beyond  the  pool. 

T rev  Bodlew,  the  town  of  Bod- 
lew;  ranked  a  townfhip  in 
the  Extent . 

Trev  Bodynolwyn,  the  town  of 
Bodynolwyn ;  ranked  a  town- 
lhip  in  the  Extent. 

Trev  Cleviogau.  the  town  of 
the  lazarettos  ;  mentioned  in 
the  Extent . 

T rev verwydd,  Merwydd-ville. 

T  rev 
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T rev  Gadrod,  Cadrod-ville  ; 
ranked  a  hamlet  in  the  Extent. 

Trev  Grifri,  Grifri’s  town ; 
called  a  hamlet  in  the  Extent. 

Trev  Iorwerth,  Edward’s  town. 

T  rev  Meibion  Meiryg,  the 
town  of  the  fons  of  Meiryg; 
in  the  Extent  laid  down  as  a 
townfhip. 

Trev  Owain,  O wain’s  town; 
called  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Trevor,  Mor-town,  :or  Mor- 
ville, 

Trev  y  Chwaen,  the  town  of 
the  turn  off;  in  the  Extent 
called  a  townfhip. 

Trev  y  Ddol,  dale  town,  or 
holme  town. 

Trewen,  white-town,  or  white 
ville. 

Ty  Coch,  redhoufe. 

Ty  Mawr,  great  houfe. 

Ty’n  y  Coed,  the  houfe  in  the 
wood. 

Ty’n  y  Maes,  the  houfe  in  the 
plain. 


Ty’n  y  Polion,  the  houfe  in  the 
poles, 

TyddynGwyn,  the  white  tene¬ 
ment. 

Tyddyn  Ty  Hen,  old  houfe  te¬ 
nement. 

Y  Chwaen  Bach,  the  little  turn 
off,  or  flart. 

Y  Chwaen  Ddu,  the  black 
turn  off, 

Y  Chwaen  Goch,  the  red  turn 

off. 

Y  Chwaen  Wen,  the  white  turn 

off. 

Y  Velin  Wen,  the  white  mill. 

Y  Gors  Goch,  the  red  bog. 

Yr  Arw  Uchdred,  the  rough 
high  path. 

TALYBOLION. 

Aberalaw,  the  efflux  of  the 
river  Aiaw. 

Alaw,  the  melodious  flow,  a 
fmall  river  fo  called. 

Alaw  Beirdd,  the  Alaw  of  the 
bards,  a  townfhip  mentioned 
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in  the  Extent  to  be  held  of 
St.  Beuno. 

Berwaen,  the  fhort  meadow. 

Bodvarthan,  Marthan  -  ville  ; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent, 

Bodiar,  Iar-ville,  or  the  habita¬ 
tion  of  Iar. 

Bodronyn,  the  dwelling  on  the 
falient  angle  of  a  hill ;  ranked 
a  townfhip  in  the  Extent , 

Bodtan,  the  dwelling  of  the 
fpread ;  ranked  a  townfhip  in 
the  Extent . 

Bodwigan,  Gwigan-ville,  the 
dwelling  in  the  cove,  or  an¬ 
gle  ;  it  is  ranked  a  hamlet  in 
the  Extent . 


Cacrgybi,  the  fort  of  Cybi,  the 
Welfli  name  of  the  town  of 
Holyhead;  it  is  ranked  a 
hamlet  in  the  Extent . 

Caeriau,  the  forts. 

Careg  y  Vran,  the  crow  flone. 

Carneddawr,  the  place  abound¬ 
ing  with  heaps  of  hones ;  it 
is  ranked  a  townfhip  in  the 
Extent . 

Carog  Cam,  the  bending  ravine, 

Cawnen,  a  great  hollow  body, 
flue  or  pipe ;  a  great  hraw 
vefTel  for  holding  corn  ;  the 
pit ;  it  is  ranked  a  hamlet  in 
the  Extent , 

Cevn  Coch,  red  ridge. 


Bron  Heulog,  funning-hill,  a 
farm  fo  called. 

Brwynog,  the  rufhy  fpot. 

Bryn  Du,  black  hill. 

Bryn  y  Pilyn,  the  faddle  hill. 

pae  hdawr,  the  great  field. 

Caer  Degog,  the  fort  of  Tegog  ; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent* 


Cemlyn,  the  crooked  pool ; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent  . 

pemmaes,  the  fummit  of  the 
plain:  it  is  ranked  as  a  manor 
and  a  townfhip  in  the  Extent ; 
but,  according  to  fome  ac¬ 
counts,  it  has  been  reckoned  a 
comot  ofitfelf. 

Ceryg  y  Bleiddiau,  the  hones  of 
the  wolves. 

Ceryg 
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Ceryg  y  Gwyr,  the  (tones  of  the 
men. 

Clegyrog,  the  place  abounding 
with  mafles  of  rock ;  ranked 
a  townlhip  in  the  Extent . 

Clwt  y  Dwndwr,  the  tattling 
plat. 

C  n  wcDarnog,  orCl  w  chDarnog, 
the  fractured  mafs  of  rock ; 
ranked  a  hamlet  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent.  It  is  now  a  farm  houfe. 

Coed  Aneu,  the  fpontaneous 
wood;  ranked  a  hamlet  in 
the  Extent. 

Coefau  Gwynion,  white  (hanks. 

Cornwy,  the  projecting  water, 
or  gulf. 

Cors  y  Ceryg  tan,  the  bog  of  the 
fire  fiones. 

Craig  Glafwenwyn,  the  rock  of 
the  blue  venom. 

Daronwy,the  thundering  dream, 
which  gives  name  to  a  place 
that  was  ranked  a  townlhip  in 
the  Extent. 

Deri  Ifav,  the  lower  oaks. 

Deri  UchaVj  the  upper  oaks. 


Dulas,  that  is  of  a  blackifh  blue 
colour,  a  river  fo  called,  which 
falls  into  Dulas  bay.  It  gives 
name  to  a  place,  which  is 
ranked  a  townlhip  in  the  Ex* 
tent . 

Gian  Alaw,  the  bank  of  Alaw. 

Gian  yr  Avon,  the  river  fide. 

Glafdrev,  green-ville. 

Gronant,  pebble  brook. 

Havodog  Vrech,  the  fpotted 
fummering  place. 

Llanbabo,  the  church  of  Pabo. 

Llanbadrig,  the  church  of  Pa¬ 
trick. 

Llandeufant,  the  church  of  the 
two  faints. 

Llandogwal,  the  church  of  Dog- 
wal ;  ranked  a  hamlet  in  the 
Extent . 

Llanelian,  the  church  of  Elian. 

Llanvachraeth,  the  church  in  the 
fafinefs. 

Llanvaethle,  the  church  of 
Maethle,  or  of  the  nurfing 
place ;  ranked  a  townfhip  iq 
the  j Extent. 

Llanv^ir 
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IJanvair  yn  Nghornwy,  St. 
Mary’s  in  Cornwy. 

Lianvechell,  the  church  of  Me- 
chell,  or  St.  Macutus ;  rank¬ 
ed  a  townfhip  in  the  Extent . 

Llanflewyn,  the  church  of  Flew- 
yn. 

Llanvoll,  the  church  of  Moll ; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Llanvor,  the  church  of  Mor. 

Llanvwrog,  the  church  ofMwr- 

og. 

Llanvygel,  the  church  of  the 
fhepherd ;  ranked  a  townfhip 
in  the  Extent. 

Llanrhwydrys,  the  church  of  the 
net  throw. 

Llanrhyddlad,  the  church  of 
free  grace. 

LlechTal  Mon,  the  cliff  of  the 
front  of  Mona. 

Llechog,  the  flaty  fpot,  or  the 
date  quarry. 

Llechog  Ifav,  the  lower  date 
quarry. 

Llyn  Cors  Ceryg  Tan,  the  pool 
of  the  bog  of  fire  Rones. 


Llyn  y  Rwch,  the  buck’s  pool. 

Llyn  y  Gors  Ddu,  the  black  bog 
pool. 

Llynon,  the  afh  pool. 

e 

Llyfdulus,  Dulas  court;  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Extent. 

Maen  y  Bygel,  fhepherdftone, 
a  rocky  idot,  called  Weft 
Moufe,  by  the  Englifh  mari¬ 
ners. 

Maen  y  March,  the  horfe  ftone. 

> 

Maes  y  Groes,  the  plain  of  the 
crofs. 

Marian,  the  holme ;  a  farm 
houfe  fo  called, 

Melin  Adda,  Adam’s  mill ;  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Extent. 

Melin  Bodronyn,  the  mill  of 
Bodronyn;  mentioned  in  th$ 
Extent. 

Melin  Bodtan,  the  mill  of  Bodr 
tan ;  mentioned  in  the  Extent. 

Melin  Cemmaes,  the  mill  of 
Cemmaes;  mentioned  in  the 
Extent. 

Melin  Cornwy,  the  mill  cf 
Cornwy ;  mentioned  in  the 

Extent . 


Melip. 
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Mel  in  Daronwy,  the  mill  of 
Daronwy ;  mentioned  in  the 
Extent . 

Melin  Gwrtheyrn ;  the  mill  of 
Gwrtheyrn  ;  mentioned  in  the 
Extent . 

Melin  glanalaw,  the  mill  of 
Alaw  bank ;  mentioned  in 
the  Extent . 

Melin  Hywel,  the  mill  of  Hy- 
wel. 

Melin  Llanvygel,  the  mill  of 
Llanvygel  ;  mentioned  in  the 
Extent . 

Melin  Lleion,  the  mill  of  the 
lees ;  a  windmill  fo  called. 

Melin  Trev  Meibion  Maelog; 
the  mill  of  the  hamlet  of  the 
Ions  of  Maelog;  mentioned 
in  the  Extent. 

Mynachdy,  the  monk  houfe. 

Mynydd  Adda,  Adam’s  mount ; 
a  farm  houfe  fo  called. 

Mynydd  Paris,  Paris  mountain. 

Mynydd  y  Twr,  the  mountain 
of  the  heap. 

Myriogan,  the  place  abounding 
with  ants ;  ranked  a  hamlet 
in  the  Extent. 


Neuadd,  the  hall. 

Neuadd,  the  hall. 

Pant  y  Golau,  the  hollow  of  the 
light. 

Pen  Caergybi,  the  point  of 
Caergybi,  vulgarly  called 
Holyhead,  by  the  Englifh. 

Pen  Padrig,  Patrick’s  point. 

Pen  Ucheldrev,  high  town  point. 

Pen  y  Bol,  the  fummit  of  the 
round  hill. 

Pen  yr  allt,  the  cliff  top. 

Penros  Brydwen,  Prydwen 
marfh-end. 

Penros  Vawr,  Great  marfh- 
end. 

Penros  Veilw,Meihv  marfh-end. 

Penryn  Cemlyn,  the  headland 
of  Cemlyn 

Penryn  Cornwy,  the  headland 
of  Cornwy. 

Penry  Elian,  St.  Elian’s  point. 

Penryn  yr  Wylan,  the  Gull’s 
point. 


Plas 
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Plas  Bodewryn,  Bodewryn  hall. 

Plas  Dulas,  Dulas  hall. 

Plas  Rhofgolyn,  Rhofgolyn  hall. 

/ 

Plas  Uchav,  the  upper  hall. 

Plas  y  Bont,  bridge  hall. 

Plas  y  Glyn,  dale  hall. 

Pont  Havren,  the  bridge  of 
Havren.  Havren  means  one 
that  flretches  out,  or  takes  a 
fweeping  courfe :  it  is  applied 
to  an  untidy  woman,  or  a 
llattern ;  and  the  river  Severn 
is  fo  called, 

Pont  Yfgynydd,  the  mounter’s 
bridge. 

Porth  Helygen,  the  willow  port. 

Perth  Llechog,  the  llaty  port. 

Porth  Maen  y  March,  the  horfe 
hone  port. 

Porth  y  Velin,  the  port  of  the 
mill. 

Rhiw  yr  Wylva  Wen,  the 
white  beacon  afeent. 

Rhofbeirio,  the  marfh  of  Peirio. 


Rhofbeiriall,the  marfh  of  Peiriall; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

Rhos  Veilw,  the  Dutch  myrtle 
marfh. 

Rhyd  Goch,  red  ford. 

Rhyd  y  Bont,  the  bridge  lord. 

Rhyd  y  Vuddai,  the  churn  ford. 

Rhyd  y  Groes,  the  ford  of  the 
crofs. 

Tai  Croefion,  the  crofs  houfes. 

Talybolion,  the  front  of  the  pro¬ 
jections. 

Tan  yr  allt,  below  the  cliff. 

Tan  yr  allt,  below  the  cliff. 

Traeth  Dulas,  Dulas  fand. 

Trev  Ednyved,  Ednyved-ville ; 
ranked  a  townfhip  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent. 

T revadog,  Madoc-ville ;  rank¬ 
ed  a  townfhip  in  the  Extent . 

Trevgynwrig,  the  manfion  of 
Cynwrig. 


Trevlywarch, 
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Trevlywarch,  the  manflon  of 
Llywarch  ;  ranked  a  town- 
lhip  in  die  Extent. 

Trev  Moelgoch  Vavvr,  Great 
red  hill  town  •  a  farm. 

Trev  Moelgoch  Vach,  little  red 
hill  town ;  a  farm  houfe. 

Trev  y  Gov,  the  fmith’s  town  ; 
ranked  a  hamlet  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent . 

Triftlwyn,  the  grove  of  grief. 

Trwyn  Melyn,  the  yellow  point. 

Trwyn  yr  Wylva,  the  point  of 
the  exploratory. 

Ty  Coch,  red  houfe. 

Ty  Newydd,  new  houfe. 

Ty’ny  Coed,  the  houfe  in  the 
wood. 

Tyhi  yr  Orfedd,  the  houfe  on 
the  mote-hill. 

Ty  Wrdyn,  Gordyn  houfe. 

Ucheldrev  Goed,  the  wood  high- 
town. 


Ucheldrev  Uchav,  the  upper 
high-town. 

Y  Borthwen,  the  white  port. 

Y  Borthwen,  the  white  port. 

Y  Borthwen,  the  white  port. 

Y  Caban,  the  cabbin, 

Y  Vadel  Voel,  the  place  that  is 
reaped  bare. 

Y  Velin  Wynt,  the  windmill. 

Y  Vron  Ddu,  the  black  Hope. 

Y  Gareg  Lwyd,  the  gray  done. 

\  Gromlech,  the  inclining  flat 
ftone. 

Ynys  Gybi,  the  ifleof  Cybi. 

Ynys  Gadarn,  die  flrongifland, 

\nys  Wellt,  ft  raw  ifland. 

Ynys y  Carcharorion,  the  ifleof 
the  prifoners. 

Yr  Wylva,  the  exploratory. 
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A 

CATALOGUE 

OF  THE 

NATURAL  AND  FACTITIOUS 

PRODUCTIONS  of  ANGLESEY. 


From  a  Manufcript .  Penes ,  D .  T*. 


N.  B.  N  ftands  for  Natural,  F  for  Fa&itiom. 


A. 


Parilh. 


i.  Alabaster, 

Llangwyfan, 

N. 

2.  Allum, 

Amlwch, 

F. 

3.  Albedos, 

Monachdy  and  Skerries, 

N. 

4.  Arfenic, 

Amlwch, 

F. 

B. 

5.  Brim  (lone, 


Ditto, 


N.  and  F. 


C. 

6.  Cimmolian  Clay,  -  -  -  -  -  N. 

7.  Fuller’s  Clay, white  and  yellow, Holyhead  Mountain,  N. 

8.  Copper,,  -  -  Amlwch,  N.  and  F. 

9.  Copperas,  -  Ditto,  N.  and  F. 

10.  Chert, China  Stone, PetroSilex,  Llan  Badrig, 

11.  Ditto, 

12.  Coals, 

13.  Culm, 


N- 


Llandegfan&LlanGriftiolis,  N 
r  Llanfihangel  Yigeifiog 
Llanfiman, 

(  T refdraeth 
Pen  y  Crug,  Llan  Gridiolis,  N*. 

14.  Earths 


‘1 
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E. 


Puri  <li. 


14.  Earths, argillaceous  and lilicious, Amlwch. 
G. 


Trefdraeth,  and  Llanddwyn. 
Rhos  Fawr. 

/, 

Llanfair-  ynghornwy . 

i 

Llanrhyddlad. 

Llanfihangel  Ymhenrhos, 
Llanddyfnan. 


N. 


Nr 

N. 


15.  Grit  Stone, 

16.  Grinding  Stones, 

17.  Gypfum, 

H. 

18.  Hones, 

L. 

19.  Lead, — Dulas, 

20.  Lapis  Tornatus, 

21.  Lime  Stones  throughout  the  Ifland. 

,  •  M. 

i  ■ 

22.  Marble,  black  and  grey,  Moelfre,  Llanallgp,  &;c. 

23.  Marie,  white,  grey,  &c.  Llanddyfnan  &  Llanffinan,  N. 

24.  Mill  Stones,  -  -  Rhosfawr  and  Penmon. 

25.  Ochre,  Paris  Mountain,  N.  and  F.— and  Llan  Badrig,  &c.  N. 

P. 

on  the  Banks  of  the  Menai. 
Llanddwyn. 


26.  Paving  Stones, 

27.  Porphyry, 

Q. 

28.  Quarts, 

S. 

29.  Shale, 

30.  Slates, 

31.  Sulphur,  vide  Brimhone, 

V. 


Paris  Mountain. 

Ditto,  and  Llan  BadrjV. 

o 

LlanfHewyn. 


32.  Verdigreafe, 

33.  Vitriol, 


Paris  Mountain,  N.  and  F. 

Ditto,  N.  and  F0 


E  e 
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SHIPPING  OF  WALES. 

/  . 


A  State  of  the  Number  of  Ships ,  with  their  Tonnage,  which  belonged 
to  the  following  Ports ,  during  the  Tear  1796. 


PORTS. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Briftol,  ------- 

168 

23,611 

tn 

N  / 

'  Chepftow,  ------ 

33 

2,401 

Cardiff,  ------- 

30 

1,069 

%  1 
>  ' 

^Swanfea,  ------ 

35 

4,929 

f  Llanelly,  ------ 

63 

2,681 

< 

r  , 

\  Milford,  ------ 

13 

694 

Id  i 

/Pembroke,  -  -  -  *  -  - 

106 

4, 1 44 

O  / 

Cardigan,  ------ 

255 

7,380 

cc  ^ 

s^Aberyftwith,  -  -  -  -  - 

93 

3,544 

M  .  ( 

-  Beaumaris,  -  -  -  -  - 

360 

13,802 

Conway,  ------ 

Caernarvon,  -  -  -  -  - 

j 

1  Puliheli,  ------ 

££  1 

-  Holyhead,  ------ 

Chefter,  ------ 

36 

1,787 

Liverpool,  ------ 

567 

87,094 

Upon  enquiring,  at  the  cuf- 
tom  houfe,  for  the  reafon  of 
no  returns  being  made  from  the 
harbours  of  Conway,  Caernar¬ 
von,  Puliheli,  and  Holyhead, 
the  anfwer  was,  that  Conway, 
Caernarvon,  and  Puliheli,  were 
creeks  of  Beaumaris ,  and  Holy- 
head  a  creek  of  Chefter  ;  and 
confequently  the  Blips  belonging 
to  them,  had  been  regiftered  at 


their  refpedfive  ports.  It  was 
farther  explained,  that  fome,  it 
not  all  of  thofe  places,  had  been 
fet  out  as  ports,  (in  the  reign  of 
George  I.  as  it  was  thought) 
but  the  fa6t  was,  that  they  were 
not  fo  confidered  in  pra&ice; 
nor  was  any  bufinefs  done  at 
them,  except  what  ail  creeks 
were  competent  to  do. 


There 
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There  are  places,  not  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  above  table,  which, 
with  refpedt  to  themfelves,  have 
the  conveniences  of  regular  ports, 
whatever  may  be  the  arrange¬ 
ment,  by  which  their  accounts 
are  tranfmitted  to  the  cuftom 
houfe;  fuch,  for  inflance,  is 
Barmouth,  where  there  is  a  re¬ 
gular  eftablifhment  of  officers, 
who  clear  out  veffiels,  and  trail- 
fadl  the  other  ufual  concerns  of 
the  cuftoms. 


The  returns  of  the  ports  of 
Briftol,  Chefter,  and  Liverpool 
are  inferted,  on  account  of  their 
vicinity  to,  and  connexion  with 
the  principality. 

As  an  appendix  to  the  above 
table,  it  maybe  ufeful  to  give  the 
following  Lift  of  all  the  Creeks, 
where  there  are  any  veffiels  be¬ 
longing  to  them: 


THE  CREEKS. 


MONMOUTHSHIRE. 

Newport  upon  Ulk, 

GLAMORGANSHIRE. 

Aberddaw,  or  Aberddawon. 
Ogmore,  or  Ogwyr, 

Aber  Avan. 

Neath. 

Loughor,  orLlychwr. 

caermarthenshire. 

Gwendraeth. 

Cydweli. 

Abertywi. 

Caermarthen. 

Laugharn,  or  Llacharn. 
Aberfoch. 

PEMBROKESHIRE, 
iTenby,  or  Dinbych. 


Haverfordweffi, 

Dinas. 

Solvach. 

bilhgard,  or  Abergwaen. 
Newport,  or  Trevdraeth. 

CARDIGANSHIRE, 

Aberaeron, 

Aberporth. 

Aberarth. 

New  Quay. 

MERIONETHSHIRE. 

Aberdyvi,  or  Dyvi. 
Aberdylyni,  or  Dyfyni. 
Barmouth,  or  Abermaw. 
Mochros, 

Traeth  Bach. 

Traeth  Mawr. 


CAER- 
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CAERNARVONSHIRE. 


Cruccaeth. 

Aberdaron. 

Porthdinlleyn. 

Nevyn. 

Llivon. 

GwyrvaL 

Bangor. 

Dulas. 


ANGLESEY. 


Malltraeth. 

Crigyll. 


Cemlyn. 

J 

Amlwch. 

Dulas. 

Traeth  Coch. 

DENBIGHSHIRE. 

5  . 

•  \  I  f  * 

Abergeleu. 

*  V  Jx 

FLINTSHIRE. 


Rhuddlan. 

Holywell. 

Flint. 


r 

i) 


! 

I 

ji 
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CURSORY  REMARKS 

‘  i  '  . 

O  N 

WELSH  TOURS  or  TRAVELS, 


Mr.  Editor, 

HE  narratives  of  travellers, 
and  their  delineations  of 
foreign  climes  and  cuftoms, 
have,  for  a  long  time,  offered 
to  the  public  much  rational  in- 
ffruddion  as  well  as  amufement. 
But  it  was  not  till  within  the 
prefent  century,  (with,  perhaps, 
a  few  exceptions)  that  Engliffi- 
men  feem  to  have  difcovered, 
that  their  own  country  poffeffes 
many  variegated  fcenes  and  beau¬ 
ties,  which  are  well  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  admirer  of  na¬ 
ture,  and  of  the  pencil  of  the 
landfcape  painter:  and  that  the 
important  ftudy  of  mankind  may 
be  effentially  promoted  by  an 
obfervation  of  the  characters 
and  genius  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  different  parts  of  our  own 
iff  and. 


-  Of  late,  however,  the  wildeff 
and  moff  uncultivated  extremi¬ 
ties  of  this  kingdom,  the  high¬ 
lands  of  Scotland,  and  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Wales,  have  frequently 
attradled  the  notice  of  the  touriff 
or  traveller*.  That  thofe  who 
have  made  thefe  domeftic  tours 
or  travels  (call  them  which  yon 
will)  have  themfelves  been  amply 
gratified,  and  repaid  for  their 
curiofity,  few  of  them  will  de¬ 
ny:  that  the  public  have  been 
much  delighted  or  inftru&ed  by 
their  defcriptions,  I  much  doubt; 
notwithffanding  the  many  op¬ 
portunities  their  tours  muff  ne~ 
ceffarily  nave  afforded  for  obier- 
vation  and  reflexion. 

Indefcribing  thofe  fcenes  that 
charm  fo  much  in  nature,  the 
efforts  of  the  pen  alone,  how- 


*  I  confefs  I  do  not  perfectly  comprehend  the  difference  between  thefe  terms  :  un- 
ieis  the  one  may  be  conftdered  as  the  mail  o  pleafare,  and  the  other,  the  man  of 
Jtmfmefs; 


E  e  3 
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ever  brilliant,  is  feldom  found 

I 

fufficient  to  keep  alive  our  at¬ 
tention  ;  and,  to  convey  a  toler¬ 
able  idea  of  the  fpot  intended  to 
be  reprefented,  the  aid  of  the 
pencil  is  frequently,  if  not  al¬ 
ways  neceiTary.  But  it  is  not 
fo  in  the  defcription  of  men  and 
manners.  The  cuftoms  and 
peculiarities  of  mankind,  when 
the  traveller  has  fufficient  pene¬ 
tration  to  difcern,  and  fufficient 
accuracy  to  delineate  them,  are 
fubjedts  highly  attractive  of  the 
contemplation  of  the  philofo- 
pher,  and  highly  worthy  the  ob- 
fervation  of  the  gentleman.  In 
this  ftudy,  however,  as  far  as 
the  refult  is  before  the  world,  I 
fear  that,  in  mod;  of  thofe  who 
have  honoured  Wales  with  a 
vifit,  will  be  found  a  lamentable 
deficiency.  Whether  it  be  from 
the  want  of  knowledge  of  the 
language,  or  from  too  tranfient 
an  acquaintance  with  the  in¬ 
habitants,  it  is  remarkable,  that, 
among  all  the  tours  into  this 
country,  which  have  met  the 
public  eye,  (Mr.  Pennant’s  only 
excepted,  diftinguifhed  no  lefs 
by  local  than  by  general  know¬ 
ledge)  we  have  nothing  like  a 
refemblance  of  the  inen  and 
manners  of  Wales:  a  circum- 
ftance  the  more  fingular,  as 
there  are  feveral  traits  in  both, 
which  are  equally  linking;  and 
which,  one  would  conceive, 
could  not  have  efcaped  the  notice 


of  any  attentive  obferver.  It 
is,  probably,  to  this  defedt  that 
we  are  to  alcribe  the  errors  of* 
travellers,  when  they  impute  to 
this  country  vices  and  foibles,  by 
which  it  is  not  generally  dif- 
graced;  and  virtues,  by  which 
it  is  not  peculiarly  diftinguifhed. 
Thus,  for  infiance,  a  ruftic 
bafhfulnefs,  timidity,  or  a  re- 
fpedlful  referve,  has  been  fome- 
times  miftaken  for  lullennefs,  or 
even  brutifhnefs :  and  more  par¬ 
ticularly,  a  rapidity  of  expref- 
fion,  or  a  tone  of  voice  to 
which  a  ftranger  is  not  accuf- 
tomed,  in  a  language  not  under  * 
flood,  has  been  conftrued  into 
paffion.  I  am  not  now  con¬ 
tending  againft  the  common 
idea  of  the  irafcibility  of  W elfh- 
men:  an  idea,  fo  long  and  fo 
generally  received,  it  would  ap¬ 
pear  hardy  to  affedt  to  doubt : 
at  the  fame  time,  il  any  perfon 
were  fceptic  enough  to  deny  the 
pofition,  in  the  extent  generally 
admitted,  or  as  peculiarly  ap¬ 
plicable  to  Wales,  he  might 
very  properly  protefl  againfl  the 
evidence  of  fuch  travellers,  bring¬ 
ing  with  them  all  this  previous 
prejudice,  and  extremely  liable, 
for  reafons  juft  fpecified,  to  be 
deceived  in  what  they  might 
deem  appearances  of  paffion,  as 
very  fallacious,  and  very  in¬ 
competent  to  decide  upon  the 
queftion. 

Methinks 
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Methinks  I  already  perceive 
my  Englifh  reader  fmile  at  the 
picture,  which  his  own  imagi¬ 
nation  has  drawn,  of  a  red-hot 
Welshman,  exalperated  at  cer¬ 
tain  injuries  fuppofed  to  be  done 
to  his  country,  or  his  country¬ 
men;  fwearmg — O — t  fplutter 
hur  nails  (a  W elfli  oath  manu¬ 
factured  in  England]  that  he 
will  be  revenged,  &c.  I  would 
not  interrupt  him  :  but  when  he 
had  finifhed  the  portrait,  and 
amufed  himfelf  with  my  ideal 
likenefs,  would  introduce  my- 
ielf,  by  afluring  him,  that  my 
intention,  in  thus  employing  a 
few  hours  of  leifure,  arifes,  not 
fo  much  from  a  defire  of  ex- 
pofmg  the  mifreprefentation  of 
tourilfs  (which  is  more  properly 
perhaps  the  province  of  the  critic 
by  profeflion,  a  charadfer  to 
which  I  have  not  the  prefump- 
tion  to  afpire)  as  the  gratifica¬ 
tion  of  an  earnelf  wifh,  that  by 
a  correction  of  the  errors  of 
others,  whether  wilful  or  neg¬ 
ligent,  fome  light  may  be  thrown 
upon  the  cuftoms  and  manners 
of  that  country,  which  has 
been  the  fubjedt  of  their  obferva- 
tions. 

Having  premiicd  thus  much,  I 
proceed, without  further  preface, 
to  accompany  one  of  the  molt 
refpedtable  of  the  Welfli  travel¬ 
lers  :  a  gentleman  who  has  af~ 


fumed  the  fmgular,  not  to  fay 
the  unmeaning  and  affedfed 
appellation  of  the  Gleaner ;  a 
name  of  which  he  feems  fo 
fond,  and  with  which  he  is  fo 
pleafed  and  delighted,  that,  while 
we  travel  with  him,  he  is  con¬ 
tinually  in  the  ftraw.  What 
the  produce  of  his  fheaves  will 
be,  when  bound,  and  threfhed, 
remains  to  be  examined. 

He  begins  with  a  quotation 
from  fome  friend — or,  perhaps, 
from  himfelf,  that  “  travelling 
“  makes  authors;”  a  pofition, 
which  I  am  inclined  neither  to 
difeourage  nor  controvert :  yet, 
it  thefe  fame  travelling  authors 
lacrihce  truth  to  novelty,  or 
imagine  that  fuperficial  obferva- 
tions  will  fupply  the  want  of  an 
intimate,  or  even  of  a  moderate 
knowledge  of  die  genius  or  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
countries  they  attempt  to  de- 
feribe,  however  we  may  ad¬ 
mire  them,  as  writers,  they  will 
have  few,  if  any  claims  upon 
the  more  ferious,  attention  or 
gratitude  of  the  public.  The 
Gleaner  feems  to  be  aware  of 
this ;  and  he  has  very  properly, 
and  very  truly,  remarked  on  the 
poft-haffe  obfervations  of  thofe 
who  have  gone  before  him  ;  I 
wifli  they  may  not  be  equally 
applicable  to  thofe  who  follow 
him.  His  defeription  of  moder  n 
tourills  (at  leaf!  of  nineteen  om 
E  e  4  Gf 


•  J  ,  * 

424  CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796. 


of  twenty)  is  fo  perfectly  cor- 
re6l,  that  I  cannot  refrain  from 
quoting  it. 

((  If  they  are  under  a  necef- 
fjty  to  ftay  a  night  at  any  of 
thefe  [intermediate  flages]  the 
7noft  inquifitive  of  them  flroll 
through  the  ftreets,  or  faunter 
round  the  ramparts,  while  the 
fupper  is  preparing.  The  reft 
throw  themfelves  on  chairs  and 
fophas,  till  aroufed  by  the  re¬ 
turn  of  their  companions ;  who 
generally  come  back  diffatisfied 
with  their  ramble  ;  and,  if  they 
write  at  all,  fit  down,  between 
fleeping  and  waking,  and  infert 
in  the  meagre  journal  of  the  day 
a  drowiy,  yet  fplenetic  account 
6f  what  they  met  with  in  their 
walk,  depending  on  the  fexton, 
as  the  hiftorian  of  the  building  ; 
and  on  fome  chance  paffenger, 
as  the  intelligencer  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  environs,  police,  &c. 
At  day-break  the  next  morning 
they  are  off",  fcarcely  allowing 
time  for  {wallowing  a  comfort- 
lefs  difh  of  coffee,  fquahbling 
with  their  hoft  for  extortion, 
curfing  the  country  they  are 
under  the  immediate  protection 
of,  and  difgracing  the  manners 
of  their  own.’5 

Ah!  little  think  the  lazy, 
credulous*  book-worm  tribe, 
whom  travels,  tours,  and  ma¬ 
gazines  f  unround,  how  true—- 


how  corredl  a  defeription  this  is 
of  the  refource  from  whence  is 
commonly  derived  fo  much 
amufement,  and,  as  it  is  ima¬ 
gined,  fo  much  knowledge  of 
mankind,  and  of  the  manners 
of  different  nations  and  pro¬ 
vinces  ! 

Through  South  Wales  this 
writer  darts  with  the  rapidity  of 
lightning.  A  compliment,  in¬ 
deed,  (envolant)  is  paid  to  its 
beauties;  but  its  defeription,  if 
fuch  it  may  be  called,  is  com- 
prifed  in  the  table  of  contents. 
“  Beautiful  landfcapes  for  the 
“  pencil  and  the  pen.”  “Aber- 
“  gavenny”— ' 44  Brecknock” — 
“  Carmarthen” — “  Sea-pieces” 
c<  Rock-work”— u  New  and 
44  old  Paffage”  [the  daili  re¬ 
trograde]  46  Laugharne”— 
“  Kidwelly — Llanelly—  Swan- 
44  fea.”  Now,  from  this  pro- 
fpedtus,  the  reader  might  be  led 
to  expe6t  to  hear  fomething 
about  thefe  places: — > — Not  a 
word.  Even  their  names  are 
never  introduced  or  mentioned 
through  the  whole  chapter.  As 
to  the  remaining  towns  in  South 
Wales,  we  muff  reft  fatis- 
fied  with  being  told,  that  they 
are  fweet  places.  Then,  hark 
for  Machynlleth,  (or,  as  the 
Welfh  people  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  call  it,  Machyntllaith)  —  in 
North  Wales !  By  all  the  Jack 
o’  lanthorns— if  he  takes  fuch 
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rapid  fh  ides,  there  is  no  follow¬ 
ing  this  fellow  !  The  man  in 
the  feven  league  boots  was  a 
lnail  to  him.  Fat,  however,  as 
I  am,  and  though  I  puff  and 
blow  in  the  purfuit,  I  muff  en¬ 
deavour  to  overtake  him.  And 
it  he  lliould  chance  to  amplify, 
or  bounce,  or  embellifh,  (fyno- 
nyms  of  the  prefent  day)  and  I 
fhould  abruptly  or  unwarily  pull 
him  by  the  coat,  or  tread  upon 
his  toe,  he  may  be  affured  that 
I  have  no  intention  whatever  to 
hurt  or  offend  him  ;  and  I  have 
that  opinion  of  his  benevolence 
and  good  humour,  that  I  would 
confidently  rely  on  his  forgive- 
nefs. 

In  the  fir  ft  place,  then,  loth 
as  I  am  to  rob  the  principality 
of  any  merit  which  this  traveller 
is  inclined  to  afcribe  to  it,  a 
more  intimate  knowledge  of  it, 
and  a  love  of  accuracy,  oblige 
me  to  deny  the  unvverfality  of 
that  hofpitality  which  he  afferts 
to  belong  to  it.  There  are 
farmers,  and  I  am  inclined  to 
allow  they  are  a  large  majority, 
who  will  welcome  the  ftrano-er 

O 

to  their  humble  roof  and  homely 
fare :  but  let  him  not  be  too  con¬ 
fident  of  meeting  this  cordiality 
every  where,  or  his  occafional 
dilappointment  will  be  the  more 
difagreeable. 


That  any  of  the  nobility  or 
gentry  of  Wales  retain  either 
their  hawker,  or  their  domeftic 
bard,  is  another  gleaning  of  error 
here  carefully  collected.  Some 
of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of 
North  Wales  have  their  harpers; 
but  I  do  not  believe  that  any  of 
them  has  a  hawker.  A  domcftlc 
bard  may  here  and .  there  call 
himfelf  an  appurtenant  to  the 
family:  but  now,  as  Edward 
Richard  has  it, 

Ni  velir  ar  wyliau 

Y  Bardd  wrth  eu  byrddau 

Wrth  dryfau  ceginau  cei  gams. 

No  more  the  Bard  adorns  the  feaft  ; 

Degraded  now— the  kitchen  gueth 

Find  me  fuch  a  family  at 
Barmouth,  as  the  Gleaner  has 
gathered  together,  and  fuch  an 
author  to  deferibe  them,  and  I 
will  thank  the  collector,  or  tra¬ 
veller,  without  infinuating  a. 
doubt  of  the  verity  of  the  tale, 
or  queftioning  any  of  the  fa  efts 
which  he  fhall  aftert  with  fo 
much  pleafantry.  But  when 
the  gaping,  and  admiring  reader, 
who  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
fpot,  which  is  the  feene  of  ac¬ 
tion,  has  given  a  good  natured 
currency  to  the  well-told  hiftory 
of  the  breeches  and  the  petti¬ 
coat — the  net  makers — and  the 
barber  (not  that  I  mean  to  deny 
the  exiftence  of  female  barbers) 

he 
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he  is  to  he  provided  with  Still 
larger  powers  of  deglutition  for 
t  e  tale  at  Aberaeron— (by  mil- 
take  written  Aberavon — though 
feveral  places  occur  of  this 
name  in  the  principality.)  To 
underhand  a  part,  at  lead:,  of 
this  tale,  it  is  neceffary  to  hate 
that  the  author  talks  of  going 
into  a  cabin  in  Cardiganshire, 
where  a  fisherman,  the  matter 
of  it,  upon  taking  a  good  haul 
of  herrings,  cries,  “look,  what 
a  fize  they  are  of! — how  they 
Shine — they  feemed  plaguily 
afraid  of  the  hurricane;  and 
came  in  Shoals  to  the  nets,  as  if 
they  took  Shelter  in  them.  I 
am  deuced  hungry — -what  fay 
you,  my  heart  of  oak,”  clap¬ 
ping  me  upon  the  Shoulder, 
44  take  a  drop  of  this  dear  crea¬ 
ture;  which  will  make  a  dead 
fifh  Speak  like  an  orator.”  Then 
follows  a  love  tale — about  a 
Shipwreck— or  Something  like 
it— and  the  efcape  of  a  newly 
married  couple,  which  is  fo 
well  related,  that  if  we  were  not 
taught  to  expert  real,  and  not 
imaginary  adventures,  it  would 
be  wrong  to  fcepticize.  But, 

u  Says  neighbour  fly, 

tc  While  handing  by, 

f<  L-d,  how  the  world  is  giv’n  to— 

Independent  of  other  impro¬ 
babilities,  this  language,  and 
thefe  manners,  in  faff,  no  more 


referable  thofe  of  a  Cardigan¬ 
shire  Sailor,  than  an  Otaheitean. 
The  lower  clafs  of  inhabitants 
of  Cardiganshire,  when  they 
can  converfe  at  all  in  Englifh, 
do  it  with  a  very  remarkable 
provincial  brogue,  interlarded 
with  Welfh,  and  a  Strong  pro- 
penfity  to  confound  tire  Sexes. 
Speaking  of  a  man,  they  will 
fay  44  Jhe ”  (not  hury  an  expref- 
fion  no  Welshman  ever  ufes) 
44  did  tould  me  So.”  They  have 
a  natural  referve,  or  Shynefs  of 
addreffing  Strangers,  which  is 
the  reverfe  of  familiarity.  This 
Shynefs,  as  I  have  before  ob¬ 
served,  has,  at  firSt,  the  Sem¬ 
blance  of  fullennefs :  but  let  the 
traveller  bear  with  it  a  few 
minutes,  and  convince  them  that 
he  Seeks  their  aSTiStance,  and 
does  not  pride  himfelf  upon  his 
Superiority  as  to  external  ap¬ 
pearance,  which  they  are  too 
apt  to  think  all  Strangers  do, 
and  he  will  loon  experience  the 
warmth  of  diimterefted,  though 
awkward  and  ruttic,  friend¬ 
ship* 

Indeed,  from  the  perufal  of 
this  author,  I  am  almoSt  per- 
fuaded  that  he  has  adopted  the 
too  faShionable  mode  of  intro¬ 
ducing  the  novelist  into  the  com¬ 
pany  of  the  traveller.  To  this 
I  Should  have  the  Ids  objection, 
if,  by  Some  previous  hint,  a  nod 
or  a  wink,  we  were,  in  the 
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firft  place,  apprized  of  the  en- 
tre  of  the  former :  the  charac¬ 
ters  which  ought  never  to  be 
confounded,  might  thus  be  kept 
feparate  and  didindi.  But  when 
a  writer,  who  feems  to  think 
himfelf  entitled  to  credit,  (and, 
in  general,  perhaps,  not  with¬ 
out  reafon)  in  relating  his  real 
adventures,  condefcends  to  em- 
bellifli  his  account  with  fidlion, 
however  I  may  admire  his  abi¬ 
lities,  I  cannot  help  reprobating 
hisy>ra£tice. 

In  adverting  to  the  ufages  and 
cudoms  of  the  country,  our  au¬ 
thor  fays,  it  is  the  fettled  uf age  of 
the  principality,  “  for  the  trad¬ 
ing  part  of  the  people  (to  ufe 
his  own  phrafe)  to  over-reach 
Grangers,  in  their  little  market¬ 
ings  and  bargains  with  them : 
that  is,  they  will  afk  him  a  three¬ 
pence  more  than  they  would  a 
countryman.  As  a  general  po- 
fition,  this  again  is  not  corredt. 
I  believe  there  is  little  or  no  dif¬ 
ference,  excepting  in  language, 
between  the  tradefmen  ofWales, 
and  thole  of  any  other  part  of 
this  ifland.  When  a  drancrer 

e> 

comes  to  market,  whether  in 
England  or  Wales,  and  he  is 
known  to  be  a  dranger  to  the 
prices  of  that  market,  I  am 
afraid  he  will  frequently  be  im¬ 
plied  upon :  but  the  refpedtable 
part  of  tradefmen,  here,  as  well 
as  elfewhere,  may  be  equally 


depended  upon.  And  if  acom- 
parifon  mull:  be  made  between 
the  extortion  of  a  Welfh  water¬ 
ing  place,  and  fome  of  the  moll 
faihionable  in  England,  taking 
into  the  account,  in  the  former, 
the  aimed:  total  defertion  of 
drangers,  and  the  confequent 
dagnation  of  all  budnefs,  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter,  and  the  perfon 
who  has  made,  or  wifhcs  to 
make,  the  experiment,  will  fee 
the  inj  udice  of  the  charge  againd 
Aberydwith. 

I  am  forry  to  obferve,  that 
every  article  of  providon,  men¬ 
tioned  by  this  author,  is  much 
dearer  than  he  has  dated  them 
to  be  in  the  town  of  Carmar¬ 
then.  I  mean  that  he  under¬ 
rated  them  (from  incorredf  in¬ 
formation  I  make  no  doubt) 
even  at  the  time  when  he  travel¬ 
led  in  Wales.  At  prefent  they 
are  infinitely  dearer.  How¬ 
ever,  as  it  may  not  be  entirely 
ufelefs  to  know'  the  prefent  prices 
of  provifions  in  South  Wales,  I 
have  taken  the  trouble  of  afcer- 
taining  them  at  the  different 
towns,  and  will  now  exhibit 
them  at  one  view,  in  a  final l 
table;  marking,  in  the  fird  co¬ 
lumn,  what  the  aforefaid  tra¬ 
veller  has  dated  them. 


The 
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Thefe  were  the  prices  (of  all 
the  articles  then  in  feafon)  in  the 
latter  end  of  May,  1797.  Houle- 
rent,  likewife,  is  not  fo  low  in 
the  principality  as  this  writer 
reprefents.  In  the  moll  retired 
and  unfrequented  corners,  it  is 
probable  that  a  tolerable  houfe, 
and  a  few  acres  of  land,  may 
be  had  for  /25.  per  annum. 
But  in  the  populous  counties,  in 
the  vicinage  ot  towns,  a  gentle¬ 
man’s  houfe,  with  a  dozen  acres 
of  land,  cannot  be  rented  under 
£ 40.  or  ,£50.  per  annum. 

T  o  be  obliged  continually  to 
contradidt  the  too  precipitate 
aflertions  of  travellers,  is  truly 
a  painful  talk :  but  when  the 
truth  of  their  aflertions  is  Rated 
to  have  been  confirmed  by  the 
atteftation  of  their  own  eyes,  it 
becomes  a  more  delicate  bufinefs 
to  controvert  them.  But  1 
mull,  nqtwithffanding,  aver, 
fhat  “  courtfhip  in  bed,”  does 
not  form  one  of  the  general 
ufages  or  cuftoms  of  the  lower 
clafles  of  people  in  Wales. 
Among  folks  of  this  defcription 
clandeftine  vjfits,  under  the 
fliade  of  night,  is  a  general 
practice ;  but  their  aflignations 
of  this  kind  are,  I  believe,  much 
the  fame  as  what  takes  place  in 
England.  Indeed,  the  wit  of 
Mifs’s  healing  out  by  moon¬ 
light  to  Pappa’s  garden,  may 


apply  equally  well  to  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Wales,  as  to  the  pur¬ 
lieus  of  London  :  with  this  dif¬ 
ference,  that  a  barn,  or  an  out- 
houfe,  generally  fhelters  the 
Cambrian  wooers,  infiead  of 
the  gay  arbour,  or  a  ginger¬ 
bread  alcove,  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  metropolis.  That  a 
favoured  Welfli  lover  has  not 
occafionally — or  even  frequent¬ 
ly  -  had  accefs  to  the  bed-fide  of 
his  miff  refs that  he  has  fre¬ 
quently  faid  foft  things  to  her 
upon  that  bed,  and  that  nothing 
improper  has  followed  that  per- 
miflion,  cannot  be  denied :  but 
that  it  is  a  general  cuftom  to 
fettle  the  preliminaries  of  a  more 
laftrng  conne&ion  in  bed,  is  fo 
diftant  from  the  fact,  that  it 
fcarcely  requires  a  ferious  re¬ 
futation  ;  and  I  muff,  therefore, 
prefume  that  the  author,  not- 
withftanding  the  convidtion  ofhis 
own  eyes,  in  one  inftance,  could 
have  but  very  {lender  authority 
to  vouch  for  the  univerfality  of 
the  cuffom.  1  am  happy,  how¬ 
ever,  in  confirming  the  account 
of  the  brewing  flowers  upon  the 
grave ;  a  practice  frequently 
obferved  in  fome  of  the  country 
church-yards:  and  has  truly  the 
becoming  "appearance  of  vene¬ 
ration  for  the  dead,  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  produces  a  fentiment 
of  pleating  melancholy  in  the 
living.  Yet,  in  this,  our  plea- 
fant  traveller  cannot  help  em~ 
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bellifhing  and  adorning  his  tale, 
when  he  informs  us,  that  the 
woman  with  whom  he  was  in 
converfation,  told  him,  “  that 
if  a  nettle  or  a  weed  was  to  be 
feen  to-morrow,  (meaning  on  a 
Sunday)  in  the  church- yard, 
the  living  party  to  whom  it  (the 
grave,  I  prefume,  on  which  it 
grew)  belonged,  would  be  hooted 
after  divine  fervice  by  the  whole 
congregation  /”  Sad  jade— to 
impofe  thus  upon  a  ft  ranger. 
“  Hooting  !”— hoot  awa  mon, 
it’s  nae  fic  a  thing. 

The  Welfh  weddings  are 
pretty  much  as  defcribed  by  this 
author ;  noify,  riotous,  and  de¬ 
dicated  by  the  guefts  to  drinking 
and  finging.  He  might  have 
added,  that  they  are  frequently 
preceded,  on  the  evening  before 
the  marriage,  by  prefents  of  pro- 
viiions,  and  articles  of  houfhold 
furniture,  to  the  bride  and  bride¬ 
groom  :  on  the  wedding  day?  as 
many  as  can  be  collected  toge¬ 
ther,  accompany  them  to  the 
church,  and  from  thence  home ; 
where  a  collection  is  made  in 
money  from  each  of  the  guefts, 
according  to  their  iqelipation  or 
ability ;  which  fomptimes  fup- 
plies  a  confiderable  aid  in  efta- 
bli filing  the  newly  married 
couple,  and  in  enabling  them  to 
“  begin  the  world,”  as  they 
call  it,  with  more  comfort : 
but  it  is,  at  the  fame  time,  cou- 


fidered  as  a  debt  to  be  repaid 
hereafter,  if  called  upon,  at  any 
future  wedding  of  the  contri¬ 
butors,  or  of  their  friends,  or 
their  children,  in  ftmilar  cir- 
cumftances. — Some  time  previ¬ 
ous  to  thefe  weddings,  where 
they  mean  to  receive  contribu¬ 
tions,  a  herald  with  a  crook  or 
wand,  adorned  with  ribbons, 
makes  the  circuit  of  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  makes  his  “  bid- 
“  ding,”  or  invitation,  in  a 
preferibed  form.  The  knight 
errant  cavalcade  on  horfeback— 
the  carrying  off  the  bride— the 
refeue— — the  wordy  war  in 
rhythm  between  the  parties,  ccc. 
which  formerly  formed  a  ftngu- 
lar  fpeCtacle  of  mock  conteft  at 
the  celebration  of  nuptials,  I  be¬ 
lieve  to  be  now  almoft,  if  not 
altogether,  laid  afide  every 
where  through  the  principality. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
Welfh  have  much  fuperftition 
amongft  them,  though  it  is 
wearing  off  very  faft.  But  the 
inftance  adduced  here,  that  of 
their  predicting  a  ftorm  by  the 
roaring  of  the  fea,  is  a  curious 
kind  of  proof  of  their  fuperfti¬ 
tion.  Their  predictions,  if  they 
may  be  fo  called,  are  common¬ 
ly  juftified  by  the  event ;  and 
may,  I  apprehend,  be  account¬ 
ed  for  from  caufes  as  natural  as 
the  forebodings  of  ftiepherds  ; 
for  which  they  have  rules  and 
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data,  as  well  known  to  them- 
felves,  and,  perhaps,  as  little 
liable  to  error,  as  any  of  thole 
eftablifhed  by  the  more  en¬ 
lightened  philofophers  of  the 
pretent  day,  That,  among  the 
lower  clafs  of  people,  there  is  a 
general  belief  in  the  cxillence  of 
apparitions,  is  unquestionable : 
but  as  to  the  lighted  candle, 
Springing  up  upon  the  errand  of 
love,  I  believe  that  no  perfon 
in  Wales  has  ever  before 
heard  of  if.  The  traveller  has 
probably  confounded  it  with  a 
very  commonly  received  opK 
nion,  that,  within  the  diocefe  of 
St.  David's ,  a  fhort  fpace  be¬ 
fore  death,  a  light  is  feen  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  the  houfe,  and 
fometime§,  as  has  been  averted, 
from  the  very  bed,  where  the 
tick  perfon  lies ;  and  purfues  its 
way  to  the  church,  where  he 
or  fhe  is  to  be  interred,  precifely 
in  the  fame  track  in  which  the 
funeral  is  afterwards  to  follow. 
This  light  is  called  canvjyll 
corph ,  or  the  corpfe-candle. 

The  extravagant  ravings  of 
ipethodilm,  which  the  author 
very  truly  and  very  properly  re- 
prefents  as  exceeding  every  thing 
which  can  be  feen  or  heard  in  any 
civilized  country,  are  certainly  a 
reproach  to  the  good  fente  and 
underftanding  of  the  inhabitants, 
[Between  30  and  40  years  ago, 
|a  branch  of  the  fe&  of  Mr. 

*■  '  -  '  ’  *  v  *  ’ 


Whitfield’s  perfuafion,  began  to 
exhibit  certain  enthufiaflic  ex¬ 
travagancies,  from  which  they 
are  fometimes  denominated 
Jumpers .  Perfuading  them- 

felves  that  they  are  involuntarily 
adluated  by  a  divine  impulfe, 
they  become  intoxicated  with 
this  imagined  infpiration,  and 
utter  their  rapture  and  their 
triumph  with  fuch  wildnefs  and 
incoherence— with  fuch  gefti- 
culation  and  vociferation,  as  fet 
all  reafon  and  decorum  at  de- 
fiance.  This  prefumption,  feiz^ 
ing  chiefly  the  young  and  fan- 
guine,  and,  as  it  leems,  like 
hyfteric  atFedfions,  partly  fpread- 
ing  through  the  crowd  by  fym- 
pathy  ;  its  operation  and  eife&s 
extremely  varying  according  to 
the  different  degrees  of  confli- 
tutional  temperament,  mock 
all  defeription.  Among  their 
preachers,  who  are  alfo  very 
various  in  their  character,  (illi- 
tei  ate  and  conceited— ror  well 
meaning  and  fenfible — or,  too 
frequently,  I  fear,  crafty  and 
hypocritical,)  fome  are  more 
diftinguifhed  by  their  fucccfs 
in  exciting  thele  ftmvaganzas. 
One  of  thefe,  after  beginning, 
perhaps,  in  a  lower  voice,  in 
more  broken  and  detached  fen- 
tences,  rifes  by  degrees  to  a 
greater  vehemence  of  tone  and 
geflure,  which  often  fwells  into 
a  bellowing,  as  grating  to  the 
ear— as  the  attendant  diftortions 

are 
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are  difgufling  to  the  light— -of  a 
rational  man.  In  the  early  part 
he  is  accompanied  only  by  fighs, 
and  occafional  moans,  with 
here  and  there  a  note  of  appro¬ 
bation;  which,  a  while  alter, 
are  fucceeded  by  winnings  and 
exclamations:  till,  at  length, 
one  among  the  crowd,  wrought 
up  to  a  pitch  of  ecHacy,  which 
it  is  fuppofed  will  permit  no 
longer  to  be  liipprelTed,  Harts 
and  commences  the  jumping  p 
ufing,  at  intervals,  fome  ex- 
preffions  of  praife,  or  of  triumph. 
The  word  moft  generally  adopt¬ 
ed  is  u  gogoniant /”  [glory!] 
Between  thefe  exclamations, 
while  labouring  with  the  fubjedt, 
is  emitted  from  the  throat  a 
harfh,  undulating  found,  which 
by  the  profane,  has  been  com¬ 
pared  to  a  Hone  cutter’s  faw. 
The  conclufion,  which  I  am 
almoH  alhamed  to  defcribe,  has 
more  the  appearance  of  heatlren 
oroies,  than  of  the  rational 
fervour  of  chriHian  devotion.— 
The  phrenfy  fpreads  among 
the  multitude ;  —  for,  in  fadt,  a 
kind  of  religious  phrenfy  ap¬ 
pears  to  feize  them.  To  any 
obfervations  made  to  them  they 
feem  infenfible.  Men  and  wo¬ 
men,  indifcriminately,  cry  and 
laugh,  jump  and  fmg,  with  the 
wildeH  extravagance.  That 
their  drefs  becomes  deranged,  or 
the  hair  dishevelled,  is  no  longer 
an  obiedf  of  attention.— And 


their  raptures  continue,  till,  fpent 
with  latigue  of  mind  and  body, 
the  women  are  frequently  carried 
out  in  a  Hate  of  apparent  inlen- 
fibility.  In  thefe  fcenes,  indeed, 
the  youthful  part  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  are  principally  concerned; 
the  more  elderly  generally  con¬ 
tenting  themfelves  with  admir¬ 
ing,  with  devout  gratitude, 
what  they  deem  the  operations 
of  the  fpirit.  This  phenomenon, 
from  thefe  few  leading  traits, 
fuggeH  many  important  reflect 
tions,  which,  however,  come 
not  properly  within  the  province 
of  thefe  curfory  remarks. 

~‘ju  ■  \  i.  l  £  p,  ‘  a 

The  Gleaner  next  prefents  us 
with  what  he  very  properly 
calls  his  bonne  bouche.  W  he- 
ther,  to  the  racinefs  of  its  fla¬ 
vour,  it  added  the  recommend¬ 
ation  of  eafmefs  of  digeHion, 
thole  who  fwallow  it  muH  de¬ 
termine.  He  tells  us  (and  he 
tells  it  with  the  appearance  of 
gravity)  that,  in  W ales,  the 
belief  of  Fairies  is  general !  In 
Glainorganfliire,  in  particular, 
we  have  an  extraordinary  tale 
of  a  parfon  who  had  written  a 
book  upon  them,  and  was  their 
intimate  friend ;  and  of  a  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  accompanied  him 
to  this  fame  fairy-loving  parfon, 
the  faid  crentleman  alfo  firmly 
believing  in  their  exiflence. 
Now,  whether  the  traveller 
himfelf  experienced,  on  this  cc- 

cafiqn, 
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A  CATALOGUE,  See. 

Pariflh. 

E. 


14.  Earths, argillaceous  and  lilicious,  Amlwch. 
G. 


15.  Grit  Stone, 

16.  Grinding  Stones, 

17.  Gyp lu  m, 

H. 

18.  Hones, 

L. 


Trefdraeth,  and  Llanddwyn. 
Rhos  Fawr. 

Llanfair-ynghornwy.  N. 

V  . ,  ,  "  *  _  * 

Llanrhyddlad. 


49.  Lead,  Dulas,  -  Llanfihangel  Ymhenrhos, 

20.  Lapis  Tornatus,  -  Llanddyfnan. 

21.  Lin^e  Stones  throughout  the  Ifland. 


M. 

22.  Marble,  black  and  grey, 

23.  Marie,  white,  grey,  &;c. 

24.  Mill  Stones, 

25.  Ochre,  Paris  Mountain,  N. 

P.  > 

26.  Paving  Stones, 

27. ;  Porphyry:, 

Q. 

28.  Quarts, 

S. 

29.  Shale,  •  -  -  - 

30.  '  Slates, 

31.  Sulphur,  vide  Brimftone. 

V. 


Moelfre,  Llanallgo,  Sec. 
Llanddyfnan  &  LlaniEnan,  N. 
Rhosfawr  and  Penmon. 

and  F. — and  Llan  Badrig,  See.  N. 

%  w/:  ' 

\  w 

on  the  Banks  of  the  Menai. 
Llanddwyn. 

Paris  Mountain. 

Ditto,  and  Llan  Badrig. 
LlanfHewyn. 


32.  Verdigreafe, 

33,  Vitriol, 


Paris  Mountain,  N.  and  F. 

Ditto,  N.  and  F. 
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petent  to  decide.  It  is,  there¬ 
fore,  fcarcely  necefiary  for  me 
to  add,  that  what  lie  has  by  in¬ 
ference  afferted,  u  that  the 
poetry  was  not  equal  to  the  ve¬ 
hemence  with  which  it  was 
uttered,”  however  it  may  de¬ 
clare  his  modefty,  cannot,  in 
fuch  circumflances,  be  admitted 
to  come  with  any  of  that  weight 
or  authority,  which  may  entitle 
a  man  to  advance  any  pofition 
to  the  public.  His  hiflory  of 
the  bards,  as  he  calls  it,  is  too 
fuperficial  to  have  much  claim 
on  the  attention  of  the  reader ; 
and  has,  indeed,  little  to  re¬ 
commend  it,  but  its  brevity. 
The  curiofity  of  the  Welfh- 
man,  on  meeting  a  flranger,  is 
deferibed  with  no  iefs  truth  than 
livelinefs.  We  have  no  reafon 
to  infer,  however,  that  it  is  any 
thing  peculiar  to  this  country. 
In  all  wild  and  unfrequented 
countries,  and  it  is  only  in  fuch 
parts  of  Wales  that  this  curiofity 
is  moft  obfervable,  the  fame 
remark  has  been  made.  Dr. 
Franklin  has  told  us  that  it  pre¬ 
vails  fo  much  in  America,  that, 
when  he  travelled  there,  in  only 
a  flung  the  road,  he  found  it  ex¬ 
pedient— to  fave  time— to  pre¬ 
face  his  queftion  with  44  my 
«4  name  is  Benjamin  Franklin— 
“  bv  trade  a  printer— am  come 
44  from  fuch  a  place— and  go- 
64  ing  to  fuch  a  place  ;  and  now 
«  —which  is  the  road:”  A 


curiofity,  indeed,  in  all  coun¬ 
tries  thinly  inhabited — or  where 
there  is  little  thoroughfare,  or 
intercourfe  with  ft  rangers,  fo 
eafily  accounted  for,  and  ex¬ 
hibiting  fo  little  inconfiftency  of 
the  human  character,  that  I  am 
furprifed  our  traveller,  with  all 
his  knowledge  of  human  nature, 
fhould  deem  it  extraordinary. 
Let  him  go  to  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  or  to  Orkney  Iflands, 
though  I  have  never  vifited  ei¬ 
ther,  yet,  I  will  anfwer  for  it, 
that  he  will  be  received  in  much 
the  fame  manner  ;  and  if  it  be 
true,  asTrinculo  fays,  that,  “in 
44  England  any  monfter  or 
44  ftrange  bead:  makes  a  man,” 
(and  fuch  may  appear  the  fpruce 
and  flippant  flranger  to  the  rag¬ 
ged  and  untutored  inhabitant  of 
the  mountain)  the  fame  curio¬ 
fity,  (though  varioufly  modi¬ 
fied)  will  be  found  to  prevail 
throughout  all  parts  of  this  na¬ 
tion. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  author 
has  himfelf  exhibited  too  many 
inffances  of  the  fame  pofl-hafte 
faults,  which  he  has  fo  pro¬ 
perly  reprobated  in  others. 
Though  I  do  not  charge  him 
with  any  wilful  mifreprefenta- 
tion  of  the  men  and  manners  of 
the  country ;  yet,  from  his 
frequent  inaccuracies  upon  that 
fubjeef,  partly  arifmg,  probably, 
from  his  ignorance  of  the  lan¬ 
guage, 
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guage,  (an  infurmountable  ob- 
lbacle  to  the  inquifitive  traveller) 
his  book  is  of  little  value,  in  elu¬ 
cidating  or  promoting  that  Rudy, 
which  I  conceive  ought  to  be 
the  chief  objedt  of  the  traveller’s 
attention.  1  hat  he  is  an  agree¬ 
able  writer,  and,  particularly, 
that  he  has  a  happy  knack  of 
telling  a  Rory,  his  Barmouth 
barber — his  Cardiganfiiire  bai¬ 
lor — his  MontgomeryfiiireAme- 
lia,  and  her  father— -and  his  laft, 
though  not  leaft  entertaining, 
adventure,  at  the  inn  at  Shrews¬ 
bury,  will  lufficiently  atteft. 

Having  freely,  yet  without 
prejudice,  Rated  my  thoughts 
on  this  part  of  his  work,  I  fhall  ~ 
now  take  my  leave,  by  wifhing 
him,  in  the  next  vifit  he  fhall 
pay  to  South  Wales,  a  better 
harvefL 

The  next  tourifi:  that  claims 
our  attention,  is  a  lady  of  the 
name  of  Morgan.  Her  publi¬ 
cation  is  called  “  a  Tour  to  Mil¬ 
ford  Haven though  it  might 
more  properly  be  entitled  “  a 
defcription  of  the  town  of  Ha- 
verfordwefk,  and  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  country,”  to  which, 
as  far  as  relates  to  Wales,  it  is 
almoft  exclulively  confined. 
Ehis  journey,  it  feems,  was 
taken  in  the  year  1791.  During 
the  early  part,  that  refpect  and 
politenefs,  ever  due  to  the  lex, 


claim  our  filent  acquiefcence ; 
and  while  die  remains  on  En- 
glifii  ground,  induce  us  to  take 
for  granted  that  the  fadls  re¬ 
lated  are  true,  and  the  obfer- 
vations  upon  them  juft :  no 
fooner  however  does  the  fair 
traveller  crofs  the  Severn,  than, 
from  being  complaifant  hearers, 
we  are  called  upon  to  remark 
and  to  redtify :  no  fooner  does 
file  fet  foot  on  Cambrian  ground, 
than  the  fpirit  of  embellifhment, 
peculiar,  I  hope,  to  the  Welfii 
traveller,  inftantly  feizes  her. 
One  would  imagine  there  was 
fome  inchantment  in  this  re¬ 
gion  ;  or  fomething  in  the  cli¬ 
mate,  that,  in  all  Tourifis,  the 
moment  they  breathe  in  it,  oc- 
cafioned  a  lamentable  defedl  of 
vifion.  Some  it  feems  to  blind 
entirely :  to  fome  objedfs  ap¬ 
pear  multiplied :  to  others  re- 
verfed  or  diftorted.  Soon  after 
her  arrival  in  Brecknock  (hire, 
this  lady  difcovers  that  the  men 
of  this  country  have  a  terrible 
way  of  mending  their  roads. 

“  Huge  ftones,  as  they  came 
from  the  quarry,  of  the  fize  of 
a  man’s  head,  and  many  of 
them  four  times  as  big,  are 
fpread  over  the  road  in  heaps, 
perhaps  a  mile  diftant  from  eacli 
other ;  and  you  mull  either 
drive  over  them,  or  wait  till 
the  people  break  them  with 
large  hammers.”  No  wonder 
that  her  horfe  fiiould  addrefs 
F  f  2  her, 
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her,  or  at  leaf!;  feem  to  acklrefs 
her,  with  “  why  haft  thou 
brought  me  into  thefe  difficul¬ 
ties  r”  Feeling  it  fo  feverely, 
if  he  had  not  been  in  a  lady’s 
company,  he  would  probably 
have  muttered  half  a  curfe  or 
fo,  and,  borrowing  the  thought 
from  his  miftrefs,  might  have 
added  “  thefe  Welfhmen  have 
a  d — d  odd  manner  of  mending 
their  ways  !”  Whether  the  lady 
and  her  horfe,  like  the  prophet 
and  his  afs  of  old,  met  with 
any  fuper-natural  obftrudfion, 
is  not  for  me  to  fay :  it  is  my 
part  to  give  the  ftate  of  the 
roads,  as  it  appears  to  vulgar 
eyes :  and  the  reader  will  be 
furprized  when  he  is  allured, 
that  eight  or  nine  years  ago,  a 
few  years  before  the  date  of  this 
tour,  the  commiffioners  of  the 
turnpikes  took  immenfe  pains  to 
remove  the  very  inconvenience 
which  the  lady  and  her  horfe 
complain  of :  and  that  the  laid 
commiffioners,  with  that  diffi¬ 
culty  indeed,  which  generally 
cxifts  in  removing  ancient  pre¬ 
judices,  did  prevail  upon  the 
labourers  on  this  very  road, 
inftead  of  laying  huge  ftones 
upon  or  44  over  it,”  by  which 
fhe,  the  furveyor,  had  before  been 
frequently  deceived,  (as  they 
covered  it  with  a  laver  of  earth 

J 

before  they  were  properly  bro¬ 
ken)  to  lay  them  in  heaps  upon 
its  ftdes  j  by  which  means  it 


has  ever  ftnce  been  feen,  that 
they  break  them  fufficiently  final!, 
before  they  are  laid  over  the 
road.  So  that,  in  the  lady’s 
account  of  the  matter,  there 
appears  at  leaft:  an  odd  kind  of 
anachronifm :  whether  intro¬ 
duced  for  a  poetical — or  for 
what  other  purpofe — the  W riter 
herfelf  alone  can  determine. 

After  palling  thefe  huge  heaps, 
and  after  a  difmal  tale  of  a  dif- 
mal  lhower — a  difmal  dell— and 
the  difmal  clinking  of  chains 
one  mile  from  Trecaftle,  not 
as  fhe  tells  us  a  peafant  informed 
her  44  tree  milft (a  fpecimen 
of  imitation,  by  the  bye,  which 
can  only  excite  a  fmile,  as  com¬ 
ing  from  a  lady,  though  we 
could  not  otherwife  avoid  ob- 
ferving,  that  it  is  much  more 
like  the  dialed!  of  Duke’s  Place, 
than  that  of  the  mountains  of 
Wales)  this  fame  unfortunate 
defedl  of  vifion,  to  which  I 
have  juft  alluded,  becomes  again 
obfervable,  and  difcovers  itfelf 
in  a  fmgular  manner,  when  we 
are  informed,  that  all  the  cot¬ 
tages  in  Wales  are  perfectly 
white  and  (hear  this,  ye  un- 
confcious  and  aftonilhed  inha¬ 
bitants)  luminous  !  the  roof 
being  covered  with  white  Hate, 

refembling - what  think  you  ? 

a  wall  ? — a  white  apron  ? — a 
Iheet? — the  inftde  of  an  oyfter 
iliell ?  No,  no!  Guefs  again. 

However, 
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However,  not  to  fatigue  the 
reader  with  conjectures,  or  puz¬ 
zle  him  to  find  a  fimile  which 

•  • 

it  is  ten  to  one  he  can  ever 
reach,  be  it  known  to  all  men 
by  thefe  prefents,  that  they  are 

like - the  moon  bursting 

from  a  cloud  !  When  the 
reader  is  informed  of  the  fact, 
that  forty-nine  out  of  fifty  of 
the  Welfh  cottages  are  covered 
with  brown  thatch,  he  may 
perhaps  be  apprehenfive  that  the 
defer iption  may  be  occafioned 
by  fomething  of  a  moon-blind- 
nefs :  though,  after  all,  it  may 
probably  be  intended  only  as  a 
da/h  of  poetical  brilliancy  ; — too 
brilliant  indeed  for  the  owlifh 
profaic  reader  to  appreciate. 

A  few  more  obfervations  oc¬ 
cur  upon  clear  ftreams,  high 
rocks,  Merlin’s  cave,  with  an 
occafional  anecdote  or  two,  and 
we  are  carried  to  Haverford- 
weft,  tire  defii nation  of  the 
journey.  With  refped  to  the 
local  cufioms  of  the  Principa¬ 
lity,  little  is  faid  ;  though  that 
little  is  in  general  juft.  But 
her  descriptions  being  confined 
to  the  country  near  Haverford- 
weft,  her  obfervations  equally 
limited,  apply  only  to  that  place 
and  its  vicinity.  She  does  not, 
indeed,  feem  to  recoiled  her 
own  obfervation  to  her  hufband 
in  their  journey  down  : — that 
“  thefe  people  are  not  Wei  fti ;  ” 


and,  confequently,  that  fine  can¬ 
not,  from  their  pra dices,  de¬ 
duce  the  general  manners  or 
cuftoms  of  Wales.  In  that 
part  of  the  country,  however, 
where  fhe  had  leifure  and  op¬ 
portunity  to  make  her  remarks, 
I  again  lubferibe  with  pleafure 
to  their  general  corrednefs; 
though  even  thefe  I  cannot  ac¬ 
quit  in  fome  cafes  of  exaggera¬ 
tion,  and  in  others  of  error. 
To  point  out  a  few  inftances. — 
The  door  of  a  hut  of  a  miner 
is  faid  to  be  fo  low,  as  to  oblige 
him  to  creep  in  on  all  fours,  and 
he  is  faid  to  fit  in  it,  as  an  Indian, 
upon  his  hams.  From  this  de- 
feription  one  might  be  led  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  this  is  the  habitual 
pofture  of  this  body  of  men,  as 
is  faid  to  be  that  of  the  Indians. 

I  he  fad  warrants  no  fuch  fup- 
pofition.  It  was  only  the  acci¬ 
dental  pofition  in  which  fhe 
happened  to  fee  a  poor  fellow 
undei  a  few  turfs,  piled  up  to 
proted  him  from  a  ftorm  or 
fhower  of  rain,  the  aperture  into 
which,  though  lowr,  permits  a 
tall  man,  on  his  ftoopmg  to  en¬ 
ter. — The  whole  of  this,  how¬ 
ever,  hardly  deferved  notice; 
there  being  nothing  in  thefe 
temporary  eredions  peculiar  to 
the  principality. 

The  ftory  of  the  culm -balls, 
burnt  in  Pembroke/hire  and 
Carmarthen  (hire,  having  been 
^  ^  miftaken 
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miflaken  for  potatoes  roafling,  eel.  But  when  a  man  of  Gower 

is  allied  the  relidence  of  one  in 
Llangevelach,  which  is  on  the 


(by-the-bye  they  mull  have  been 
of  a  tolerable  fize)  only  reminds 
us  of  a  Hybernicifm  related 
there  upon  this  fubjedl :  a  plea- 
fantry,  indeed,  which  may  be 
amufmg  to  Ilrangers,  though 
worn  out  among  the  inhabi¬ 
tants. 

The  dialed  of  Haverfordweft 
does  not  confift  of  a  mixture  of 
Wellh  and  Englifh,  nor  has  it 
any  thing  of  the  ufual  Welfh 
accent.  Little  or  no  Welfh  is 
fpoken  there,  even  by  the  lower 
daffies  of  people ;  and  their  dia¬ 
led!:,  though  of  a  peculiar  nature, 
and  not  eafily  deferibed,  has  no 
refemblance  whatever  to  that  of 
Cardiganfhire,C  armarth  enfhire, 
Breconfhire,  or  Glamorganfhire, 
where  the  Welfh  language  is 
anofl  fpoken.  On  this  fubjedd 
of  the  variation  of  languages, 
there  is  a  very  extraordinary 
circumllance  in  Pembrokelhire, 
which  has  not  attradled  the  no¬ 
tice  of  curfory  travellers.  A 
brook  divides  the  hundreds  of 
Rous  and  Dangleddy,  on  one 
fide  of  which  the  inhabitants 
converfe  entirely  in  Englifh,  on 
the  other  as  entirely  in  Wellh  ; 
and  this  has  continued  fo  for 
ages.  The  fame  thing  may  be 
obferved  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Gower,  in  Glamorganfhire, 
though  here  the  line  is  more 
ideal,  and  not  to  eafily  afeertain- 


Welfh  fide  of  the  line,  it  is  a 
common  reply,  “  I  donna  kna  w, 
a  lives  fomewhere  in  the  wel- 
fhery as  if  he  had  fpoken  of 
a  piggory,  or  rookery,  or  any 
thing  of  that  kind.  The  Flem- 
in°'S  m  Gower  as  well  as  in 

t> 

Pembrokelhire  (for  they  fettled 
in  both)  certainly  afredl  to  hold 
the  Wei llr,  and  particularly  this 
language,  very  cheap;  no  won¬ 
der,  therefore,  that  Mrs.  M. 
fhould  be  anfwered  in  a  fharp 
tone  and  indignant  look,  when 
{he  prefu  tried  to  fuppofe  they 
could  gobble  our  gutterals,  or 
converfe  in  what  they  efteem  a 
barbarous  language. 

It  is  with  furprize  I  find  this 
lady  affirming  that  there  are  few 
if  any  beggars  in  South  Wales. 
Here  again  I  prefume  Ihe  is  on¬ 
ly  delcribing  Haverfordwefl, 
where  1  underhand  they  are  lels 
numerous.  But,  to  the  difgrace 
of  the  police  of  South  Wales  in 
general, the  towns  through  which 
travellers  pafs,  and  particularly 
the  doors  and  windows  of  inns, 
are  infefled  with  miferable  look¬ 
ing  objeds,  as  filthy  and  difgufl- 
ing,  as  they  are  (for  of  many  I 
can  fpeak  from  perfonal  know¬ 
ledge)  idle  and  undeferving.  If 
the  abilities  and  integrity  of  the 
magiftrates  of  the  principality 
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(as  far  as  I  have  the  honour  of 
being  acquainted  with  them, 
-and  that  acquaintance,  I  have 
the  pleafure  to  fay,  is  not  very 
confined)  could  derive  any  ad¬ 
ditional  ludre  from  my  humble 
tribute  of  applaufe,  I  fhould  feel 
myfelf  bound  to  bellow  it,  where 
it  is  fo  richly  deferved :  but,  up¬ 
on  this  very  important  branch 
of  their  duty,  colledtively  and 
individually,  as  well  as  munici¬ 
pally,  I  mud:  dill  declare  there 
is  a  mod  lhameful  and  unpar¬ 
donable  want  of  attention.  The 
humanity  of  the  traveller  adids 
in  continuing,  though  I  hope 
not  in  perpetuating,  the  reproach. 
1  trud,  when  I  fay  this,  that  I 
am  not  arresting  the  arm  of 
benevolence:  and  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  is  my  earned  prayer 
that  no  one  deferring  or  dift ref- 
fed  object  may  ever  regret  that 
I  have  fo  far  interfered,  I  mud 
be  permitted  to  hint,  that  if  the 
magidrate  would  prevent  thele 
curies  of  the  really  poor — thefe 
drones  and  caterpillars  of  fociety, 
from  fnatching  the  morfel  in¬ 
tended  for  the  relief  of  more  de- 
ferving  objects,  for  which  pre¬ 
vention  the  laws  are  fully  com¬ 
petent;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
afford  opportunities  to  the  hu¬ 
mane  and  affluent,  while  travel¬ 
ling  on  budnefs  or  pleafure,  to 
difpofe  their  biddings  in  abiding 
their  indigent  fellow-creatures, 
it  would  be  attended  with  great 


advantage  to  the  community; 
would  add  honour  to  their  own 
character,  and  thus  convey  the 
well-intended  benevolence  of  the 
■charitable,  now  fo  fadly  diverted 
and  mifapplied,  into  its  proper 
channel.  To  encourage  this,  I 
would  propofe,  that  a  poor-box 
fhould  be  placed  at  the  entry  of 
every  principal  inn,  in  each 
town — the  key  to  be  kept  by 
the  magidrate  orpariih-officer — • 
the  contents  to  be  applied,  under 
proper  infpedtion,  to  the  relief 
of  the  really  neceflitous.  If  I 
were  not  afraid  of  bringing  about 
my  ears  a  very  jeflfamv  fett  of 
gentry,  I  would  take  the  liberty 
of  pufhing  the  thought  farther, 
by  fubmitting,  that  if  the  odd 
halfpence  in  bills  at  inns  were 
added  to  the  contribution  at  the 
door,  the  box  might  probably 
produce  fo  very  condderable  a 
fund  at  the  end  of  the  year,  as 
materially  to  relieve  the  chilling 
didrefs  of  winter,  and  aflid  the 
poor  rates. 

When  this  lady  aborts  that 
the  lower  kind  of  people  in 
Wales  do  not  live  poorly,  I  fear 
fire  only  expofes  her  want  of 
knowledge  of  their  general  d- 
tuation.  Great  part  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  particularly  the  fmall 
farmers  among  the  hills,  live  in 
a  manner  that  mod  people  would 
call  wretched.  Their  fare  is 
infinitely  more  coarfe  than  that  of 
F  f  4  parifh 
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pariflr  paupers  in  other  parts  of 
the  ,  ifland.  What  in  England 
are  called  neceflaries  of  life,  are, 
with  them,  in  many  cafes, 
luxuries.  Their  ufual  food  con- 
fifts  of  coarle  barley  bread,  black 
nearly  as  a  beaver  hat,  iuclr  as 
my  lord’s  hound  would  loath, — 
a  dry,  fourifh  cheefe,— -oaten 
bread,  which,  though  relifhed 
by  fome,  has  little  nourifhment, 
and  is  I  fear  unwholeiome  for  a 
continuance, — flummery, — and, 
now  and  then,  fparingly,  milk. 
Their  drink — water.  Meat, 
generally  deemed  neceflary,  ap¬ 
pears  not  on  their  board  perhaps 
once  a  fortnight.  Their  only 
luxury  feems  to  be  a  few  pots  of 
ale,  on  the  market  day,  in  which 
they  fteep  all  their  cares :  but 
Tery  frequently,  after  a  cold  wet 
ride,  they  have  to  tumble  into 
a  bed,  into  a  firelefs  houfe, 
fcantily  covered  with  thatcn, 
through  which  the  rain  pene¬ 
trates,  and  drops  upon  that  very 
bed  during  the  whole  of  the 
night.  To  this  the  fituation  of 
the  wandering  country  beggar 
is  in  many  refpedts  fuperior; 
independently  of  his  exemption 
from  labour,  from  rent— and 
from  taxes,  to  the  former, 
fources  of  perpetual  anxiety  and 
trouble,  the  humanity  of  his 
neighbours  enables  him  to  live 
in  more  comparative  comfort. 
For  the  reformation  of  theie 
vagrants,  indeed,  as  well  as  that 


of  town  beggars,  regulations  are 
much  wanted;  and  I  may  here¬ 
after  take  the  liberty  of  fuggefi:- 
ing  to  the  public  what  may  oc¬ 
cur  to  me  upon  this  topic.  It 
is  a  momentous,  an  intcrefling 
fubjedf;  and  every  perfonwho 
thinks  he  can  point  out  any 
thing  on  this  or  any  other  fuh- 
jedt,  which  may  be  of  fervice, 
ihould  not  timidly  hefitate— * 
when  public  duty  calls  upon 
him— -to  difclofe  it. 

Mrs.  M.  hill  forgetting  per¬ 
haps  that  fire  is  at  Haverford- 
weft,  obferves  a  peculiarity  in 
the  countenance  of  Welfhmen. 
The  fame  obfervation,  though  I 
own  it  has  never  ftruck  me,  has 
been  made  by  feveral  others,  and 
therefore,  is  probably  true.  The 
-fize  and  general  height  of  the 
labouring  inhabitants  of  Cardi- 
ganflrire  feem  to  have  fomething 
peculiar.  They  are  moflly 
thick  fet,  fir  or  t  men,  from  five 
feet  two  to  five  feet  fix,  mufcu- 
lar,  bony,  brave,  determined, 
and  refolute;  (as  the  French 
defperadoes  who  lately  landed 
on  their  coaft  can  attefi:  (who 
alfo  found  in  their  neighbours  of 
Pembrokefhire  the  fame  ener¬ 
getic  qualities)— their  drefs, 
which  may  be  almofi:  called  their 
uniform,  is  a  light  blue,  fliort 
coat,  with  a  waiflcoat  and 
breeches  of  the  fame  colour. 
The  women’s  whittles  (a  kind 
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of  fhort  cloak— or  piece  of 
flannel — pinned  or  tied  round 
their  fhoulders)  one  of  the  fame 
make  as  defcribed  by  Mrs.  M  ; 
Save  that  thofe  in  Cardiganfhire 
are  red,  and  a  long  deep  fringe: 
.how  much  the  colour  and  the 
garment  contributed,  on  the  oc- 
cafion  juft  alluded  to,  to  ftrike 
the  enemy  with  confternation, 
is  too  well  known  to  be  men¬ 
tioned. 

In  taking  leave  of  this  tour, 

I  muft  obferve  that  in  general, 
this  authorefs  makes  a  proper 
return  for  the  civilities  paid  her 
in  the  country.  In  one  inftance, 
indeed,  fhe  feems  to  have  failed. 
Anxious  perhaps  to  avoid  of¬ 
fending  a  particular  company, 
in  which  fhe  either  danced,  or 
faw  a  dance,  fhe  {fates,  fo  as  to 
give  it  the  air  and  manner  of  a 
general  imputation,  “  that  the 
young  people  crowd  to  the  top ; 
and  happy  are  they  who  can  get 
the  uppermoft  places,  and  ftran- 
gers,  and  thofe  who  are  too  po¬ 
lite,  are  thruff  to  the  bottom.” 

I  am  forry  that  Mrs.  M.  fhould 
have  been  introduced  to  fo  <nd- 

O 

dy  and  fo  rude  afett:  but  if  this 
fpecimen  be  intended  as  valid  in 
a  general  defcription,  or  to  con¬ 
vey  a  general  imputation,  I 
believe  few  ftrangers,  who  have 
Viiited  the  Welfli  towns,  will  be 
found  to  confirm  it.  Before  I 
conclude,  I  cannot  help  obferv- 


ing,  that  the  Welfh  names  are  in 
general  more  properly  fpelt  than 
could  have  been  expedfed  from 
an  Englifli  writer.  In  produc¬ 
tions  of  this  kind,  indeed,  I 
wrould  lay  no  great  ftrefs  on  the 
ftridf  orthography  of  the  Welfli 
language,  fo  uncouth  to  an  En- 
glifh  ear:  it  is  more  effential, 
however,  that  tranflations,  if 
travellers  offer  them,  be  ren¬ 
dered  corredfly.  In  this  re- 
fpedf ,  l  have  only  to  note  a  flight 
error  in  her  etymology,  of  Dine- 
fawr,  which  is,  not  “  the  cafrle 
of  the  great  man,”  but  “  the 
great  city.” 

The  next  Traveller,  whofe 
pea-green  Ikies  and  yellow  ochred 
mountains  cannot  fail  attracting 
the  eye  at  lea-fl,  feems  at  all 
events  determined  to  fur  prize 
and  affoniih  us ;  and,  in  the 
marvellous,  leaves  far  behind 
him  all  his  fellow-tourifts.  Whe¬ 
ther,  on  his  approach  to  the 
Welfh  coaft,  he  may  have  fnuf- 
fed  in  the  floating  miafmata, 
that  may  produce  this  epidemic 
diforder,  fo  prevalent  among 
Welfh  Tourifts,  I  know  not; 
but  he  feems  deeply  infedled, 
even  before  he  has  trod  in  the 
Welfli  foil.  It  immediately  dis¬ 
covers  itfelf  on  the  pafiage  of 
the  Severn ;  which  is,  confe- 
quently,  defcribed,  as  full  of 
dangers ;  which  never  exifted, 
but  in  his — or  feme  other  equal- 
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ly  difordered  imagination;  and 
as  continually  liable  to  acci¬ 
dents, - which  half  a  century 

has  fcarcely  witnefled !  Not 
that  it  is  here  intended  to  deny, 
or  call  into  queflion,  the  ftory 
of  lofing  the  hat ;  but  if  paflen- 
gers  were  to  be  deterred,  by 
this  tale,  from  croffing  this 
water,  they  might  as  well  be 
frightened  from  walking  in  a 
flreet;  becaufe,  once  in  fifty 
years,  a  tile  may  have  dropped 
upon  the  head  of  fome  unfortu¬ 
nate  perfon,  and  occafioned  the 
lofs  of  life.  < 

To  review  this  publication, 
in  order  to  arrive  at  the  truth, 
it  would  be  neceffary  to  nega¬ 
tive,  in  fome  refpedt  or  other, 
almoft  every  account  that  has 
been  advanced  in  it.  In  faying 
this,  however,  I  wifh  to  pre- 
mife,  that,  without  any  perfonal 
knowledge  of  the  writer,  I  am 
inclined  to  afcribe  his  miftakes 
more  to  hafie  and  want  of  in¬ 
formation,  than  to  any  wilful 
mifreprefentation.  But  as  merely 
to  deny  any  given  fiatement 
may  appear  abrupt ;  and,  after 
all,  in  the  prefent  infiance, 
would  only  intimate  what  Wales 
is  not,  and  not  what  it  really 
is,  I  fiiall  take  leave  to  join  the 
Traveller  at  Newport  in  Mon¬ 
mouth  fhire;  and,  to  redlify  a 
few  of  his  inadvertencies  as  he 
proceeds.  At  Newport,  then, 


I  have  to  acquaint  him,  that  it 
is  not  celebrated  for  fewin,  but 
for  falmon,  which  is  there  equal 
in  flavour  to  any  caught  on  the 
coafts  of  this  kingdom  ; — that 
the  fewin  is  feldom  feen  there, 
but  found  chiefly  in  Carmar- 
thenfhire,  and  in  fome  rivers 
of  Glamorganfiiire  ; — that  the 
Welfii  are  not  proud  of  it;  on 
the  contrary,  that  it  is  with 
them  of  inferior  efiimation  and 
price ;— that  it  is  not  like  a 
trout,  but  has  a  greater  refem- 
blance  to  a  falmon ; — that  it 
very  rarely  exceeds  ten  or  twelve 
pounds  in  weight,  and  generally 
not  half  fo  much.  1  have  not 
read  Daniel  de  Foe  upon  this 
fubjefd :  but  if  he  fiates  it  to  be 
the  pride  of  this  part  of  the 
-  country,  I  prefume  he  may  have 
read  it  in  fome  other  traveller, 
who  had  read  it  in  fome  former 
traveller — marvel  or  blunder- 
maker,  who  had  heard  it  from — ■ 
the  L - d  knows  whom. 

But  what  Englifh  Author  in- 
formed  our  Traveller,  that  Ro¬ 
bert  of  Normandy  was  confined 
by  his  brother  Hen.  I.  and  his 
eyes  afterwards  put  out  by 
William  II  '?— 

Advancing  to  CaerfFyli,  the 
tourift  indulges  himfelf  un¬ 
boundedly,  at  the  expence  of 
thefe  poor  Hottentots  (as  he  calls 
them)  and  their  huts.  That 
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the  arrival  of  a  poft-chaife  in 
any  country  town  in  England, 
(not  a  thoroughfare)  occafions, 
at  the  door  of  the  inn  where  it 
flops,  a  concourfe  of  people, 
larger  or  fmaller  in  proportion 
to  the  frequency  of  fuch  car¬ 
riages,  few  will  deny ;  and  that 
carriages  are  feldom  feen  at 
Caerffyli,  mull  be  admitted: 
but  that,  when  they  do  arrive, 
they  occafion  confirmation,  or 
that  the  gutturals  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  are  employed  to  inquire 
whether  the  Pope  or  the  French 
are  coming,  is  a  tale — too  ab- 
iurd  for  ferious  notice.  The 
acquaintance  of  the  inhabitants 
of  CaerfFyli  with  the  Pope,  or 
their  care  about  him,  even  if 
he  were  again  in  the  plenitude 
of  power,  is  equally  flender ; 
and  the  writer  may  be  allured, 
that  they  have  as  little  dread  of 
the  French  as  their  countrymen 
of  Pembrokefhire  or  Cardigan- 
/hire  ;  and  will  probably  receive 
them,  if  they  think  proper  to 
pay  them  a  vifit,  with  as  little 
conflernation.  This  place  is  by 
no  means  “  an  irregular  af- 
femblage  of  huts  it  has  feveral 
good  houfes ;  and  at  prefent  a 
well-built  inn,  probably  not 
eredled  when  this  Traveller 
vifited  it ;  though  it  mull  then 
have  more  than  the  folitary  ale- 
houfe  he  mentions :  whether 
the  number  be  indeed  an  advan¬ 
tage,  may  well  be  doubted. 


To  prove  that  a  Welfliman 
does  not  know  a  coin  from  dirt, 
lie  produces  an  inflance  of  his 
guide  having  one  in  his  pof- 
feflion, — -a  refufing  to  part  with 
it.  There  we  have  an  attempt 
to  imitate  the  Welfh  brogue— 
with  no  better  fuccefs  than  Mrs. 
Morgan  with  her  “  miifl.” 
“  What  hur  think” — “  Got 
blefs  hur.”  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  no  Welfliman,  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fpeak  more  often 
in  Welfh  than  in  Englifh,  thus 
makes  ufe  of  this  pronoun  no- 
minatively— as  the  agent  of  the 
verb ;  and  feldom,  if  ever,  ac- 
cufatively — as  the  objedf  of  the 
verb.  They  frequently  indeed 
(as  it  has  been  like  wife  already 
mentioned)  confound  lexes  and 
genders :  and,  whether  talking 
of  a  man,  or  of  a  flick  or  Rone, 
(having  no  neuter)  are  apt  to 
fay  “  flie  did  fall  down,”  &c. 
But  the  phrafe  of  “  Got  blefs 
hur”  is  never  heard  :  their  man¬ 
ner  of  expreffing  the  idea  would 
more  probably  be  conveyed  to 
an  Englifh  ear  by  “  Goat  blefs 
me”  Another  phrafe,  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  Welfh,  though 
never  ufed  by  them,  is  “  look 
you.”  It  is  remarkable  that 
Shakefpeare  has  never  put  either 
of  thefe  phrafes  into  the  mouth, 
either  of  Fluelin,  or  of  Sir  Hugh 
Evans.  At  the  fame  time,  thefe 
have  been  fo  loner — fo  com- 
monly— fo  generally  applied, 
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both  on  and  off  the  Rage,  as 
defcriptive  of  WelRimen,  that 
I  defpair  of  convincing  my  En¬ 
glish  reader  by  any  other  means, 
than  by  a  reference  (when  he 
comes  among  ns)  to  his  own 
obfervations.  This  reference, 
however,  I  would  have  exer- 
cifed  among  thofe  only  who 
converfe  chiefly  in  the  Welfh 
language ;  and  do  not  extend  it 
either  to  the  borders  of  Radnor- 
fhire,  or  to  the  English  part  of 
PembrokeRiire :  the  former  of 
whom  have  exchanged  their 
native  tongue  for  a  barbarous 

o 

jargon — neither  Welfh  nor  En- 
glifh ;  where  indeed  we  may 
hear  fuch  founds  as  44  hur 
wonna  come  home’’ — 44  hur 
did  tould  ma” — 44  I  dinnalike,” 
&c.  &c.  and  the  latter,  in  the 
converfation  of  the  lower  clafs, 
have  many  vulgarifms,  intelli¬ 
gible  only  to  themfelves.  At 
Caerffyli,  however,  where  this 
writer  fays  the  Englifli  language 
is  as  little  known  as  among  the 
mountains  of  Merioneth,  and 
where  he  afferts  he  could  find 
only  one  perfon  who  could 
fpeak  it,  I  will  venture  to  aver, 
without  being  acquainted  with 
one  third  of  the  inhabitants, 
that  I  know  twTenty  there,  who 
fpeak  it  (moR  certainly  with  an 
accent,  not  eafily  deferibed) 
more  grammatically  than  in  inoR 
country  places  in  the  kingdom. 


After  having  himfelf  commit¬ 
ted  fuch  miRakes  (to  give  them 
no  harflier  name)  of  which  we 
are  prefently  to  give  further 
inRances,  what  are  we  to  think 
of  the  fame  man,  going  out  of 
his  way,  for  the  purpofe  of 
groRly  and  fcurriloufly  abufmg 
another  traveller,  (in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  many,  already  ill-treated 
by  the  generality  of  his  readers) 
wantonly  Rigmatizing  him  with 
the  appellation  of  a  liar ,  with¬ 
out  any  apparent  call  or  pro¬ 
vocation  ? - • 

In  the  defeription  of  the  cir¬ 
cular  bafon,  whofe  trout,  young 
falmon,  and  River  ells  frolic 
together  like  chinefe  RRi — the 
platform  againR  the  banks  of 
the  river — the  falmon  collecting 
in  large  bodies— and  the  fifher- 
man  eyeing  the  whole  and  fe- 
ledting  the  largeR  ;  there  is  fo 
much  obvious  exaggeration, 
that  it  diminiflies  the  necefiity 
and  the  pain  of  contradidfing  it. 
It  is  proper,  however,  that  the 
future  traveller  Riould  be  in¬ 
formed  what  he  wall  really  find 
—that  this  bafon,  though  it  ap¬ 
proaches  to  a  circular  form, 
hath  nothing  fingular  in  it,— 
that  the  bottom  is  not  even,  but 
of  an  unequal  depth  that  he 
muR  not  expedt  to  fee  trout, 
falmon,  and  River  eels  frolic 
there  together;  that,  in  fadf, 
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thefe  fidies  are  not  very  fond  of 
each  other’s  company  ;  and  that 
the  eel  is  feldoin  if  ever  feen 
upon  a  fmooth  bottom  :~that 
the  Rages,  which  he  talks  of, 
are,  in  general,  nothing  more 
than  the  Rumps  of  trees,  which 
overhang  fome  narrow  gully, 
through  which  the  fifh,  attract¬ 
ed  by  the  light,  muR  pafs ; 
with  now  and  then  a  thick  board 
or  bench  attached  to  them,  fo 
as  to  extend  the  projection :  but, 
that  fo  far  from  coming  in  bo¬ 
dies,  (as  his  phrafe  is)  and 
gamboling  below,  on  purpofe, 
as  one  would  fuppofe,  to  be 
caught,  or  to  give  the  filherman 
time  to  felect  the  RneR,  he  is 
fatisfied  if,  in  different  places, 
he  can  catch  two  or  three  in  the 
courle  of  the  night :  and  thefe, 
when  taken,  are  of  little  value, 
much  out  of  feafon,  and  deemed 
fcarcelv  eatable. 

j 

brom  thefe  fifheries,  after 
obferviqg  a  very  “  curious”  cir- 
cumRance  at  a  cafcade, — that  a 
Rick  thrown  in  is  precipitated  to 
ithe  bottom,  and  riles  at  a  dif- 
tance,  f  I  Riould  have  thought 
it  more  curious  had  it  not  fo 
happened)  w7e  are  led  to  Cow- 
bridge,  and  from  thence  to  Mar- 
gam,  the  feat  not  of  Lord  TaL 
hot,  as  he  calls  it,  but  of  Mr. 
Talbot,  defcended  to  him  from 
the  Manfels :  a  miRake  the  more 
ineceffary  to  be  re&iRed,  as 


Lord  Talbot  has  a  feat  in  the 
county.  And  when  he  has 
thus  elevated  a  commoner  into 
a  peer,  a  few  pages  afterwards, 
he  reduces  a  peer  into  a  com¬ 
moner,  when  he  informs  us  that 
Briton  Eery  (which  belongs  to 
Lord  Vernon)  is  the  feat  of  a 
Mr.  Vernon.  But,  if  the  ch> 
cumRance  of  the  Rick  and  the 
cafcade,  juR  now  mentioned, 
has  nothing  very  curious  in  it, 
amends  are  very  foon  made  by 
an  extraordinary  piece  of  in¬ 
formation  that  both  coal  and 
lime  abound  in  Rich  vaR  auan- 

jl 

tides  in  Wales,  that  the  farmers 
ufe  it  to  manure  their  lands: 
which  of  the  two  articles  is  here 
meant,  is  not  fufficiently  ex¬ 
plained:  if  the  former,  it  is,  in¬ 
deed,  a  curious  fact ;  not  known 
to  the  generality  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  :  if  the  latter  only,  the 
Ratement  is  unexceptionable : 
though,  I  apprehend,  there  is 
little  peculiar  to  the  countrv  in 
this  ufe  of  it. 

t 

The  pottery  at  Swanfea  is  in 
an  improving  Rate,  and  deferves 
encouragement:  but  to  com¬ 
pare  the  manufactory  with  die  ■ 
moR  exquifite  productions  of 
China,  reminds  us  of  the  gambols 
of  the  falmon  we  have  juR 
heard  of.  All  this,  however, 
iscaR  far  behind  in  the  fhade  by 
the  next  tale ;  which  the  Gleaner 
would  call  a  bonne  bouche.  It 
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is  aWelfh  funeral:— “  women 
ic  reaming — ch  i  Id  ren  crying— 
men  {wearing— clogs  barking” 
—  (the  brutes,  I  fuppofe,  are 
trained  to  join  in  the  chorus, 
and  always  form  part  of  the 
proceffion)  —odd  enough  this  ! 
—But  this  is  nothing  :  the  par- 
fon  and  the  corpfe  vanifli :  and 
the  author,  who  attended,  could 
never  difcover  what  became  of 
them  !  I  will,  then,  beg  leave 
to  inform  him  from  my  own 
knowledge  :  the  corps  was  de¬ 
cently  interred ;  and  the  clergy¬ 
man  walked  in  and  walked  out, 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  with 
the  fame  deliberation,  as  is 
ufually  feen  in  England— with 
the  exception,  perhaps,  of  her 
metropolis,  where  half  the  bu¬ 
rial  lervice  is  frequently  omitted, 
unlefs  the  corpfe  once  was— 
rich  or  noble.  The  funeral, 
to  which  this  author  alludes, 
being  that  of  a  man  of  family, 
and,  I  believe,  refpedted  in  the 
place,  brought  together  a  great 
cro  wd  ;  and  the  noife  and  buflle 
were  no  more  than  is  ufually 
heard  and  feen,  where  a  num¬ 
ber  of  idle  people  are  gathered 
together  from  cur iofity. 

After  a  fevere  and  very  far- 
cafiic  defcription  of  the  alehoufes 
at  Carmarthen,  which  may  have 
every  thing  to  boaft  of  but  wit 
and  truth,  (for,  in  fa61,  the 
inns  here  are  not  very  different 


from  thofe  in  England— out  of 
the  great  roads  : — quaedam  bo¬ 
na—  multa  mala— plurima  me- 
diveria)  and  after  a  pompous 
difplay  of  learning,  in  which 
he  propofes  to  detedl  the  falfe- 
hoods  of  all  his  predeceffors, 
from  Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  down 
to  himfelf,  (whom  I  think  he 
has  unfairly  excluded)  he  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  he  does  not  be¬ 
lieve  the  Carmarthen  people  to 
be  the  moft  polite  in  the  world ; 
—that  it  is  (not  an  uncommon, 
but)  a  common  market  town 
that  the  reader,  it  he  Ihould 
vifit  it,  muff  not  be  furprifed  to 
be  gratified  with  a  picturefqae 
difplay  (Oh  the  wit ! )  of  one  en¬ 
tire  fireet,  formed  by.  manfions 
of  mud;— that  dogs  are  univer- 
fally  ufed  in  this  part  of  the 
world  as  turnfpits ; — that  fewin 
weighing  301b.  are  found  there  ; 
that  the  drefs  of  Welftimen  is  - 
univerfally  the  fame  ; — that  the 
common  people  defpife  the  uie 
of  thoes  and  {lockings that 
the  men  are  diftinguilhed  by 
broad  hats  and  bare  feet ;  and 
that,  if  it  were  not  for  the  cri¬ 
terion  of  the  breeches,  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  fex  would  hardly  be 
perceived;  and  that  their  igno¬ 
rance  is  amazing.  On  thefe  fe-  ; 
veral  affertions  it  would  be  wafte 
of  time  to  make  any  animadver- 
fions:  to  thofe  who  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  country,  the 
bare  mention  of  moil  of  them 
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carries  with  it,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  their  refutation.  What 
is  only  of  occafional  occurrence, 
this  writer  calls  the  cuftom  of 
the  country ;  and  where  his  fadls 
are  true,  in  part,  they  are  far 
from  being  fo  univerfal  as  he 
would  reprefent  them.  A  Welfh- 
man  may  here  and  there  be  feen 
at  a  milk-pail:  (by-the-bye  I  am 
not  fatisfied— for  reafons  which 
I  cannot  explain  here — that  the 
employ  is  not  more  appropriate 
to  men  than  to  women)  and  a 
man-milliner  is  now  and  then 
met  with  in  London ;  yet,  if  a 
foreigner  from  thence  a  {felted, 
that  caps  and  bonnets,  in  Lon¬ 
don,  were  cuftomarily  made  by 
men,  an  Englishman  would 
think  pretty  contemptuoufly 
both  of  his  accuracy  and  his 
liberality.  The  iimilitude  ob- 
ferved  between  the  complexion 
and  appearance  of  the  Welfh 
and  their  puppy  turnfpits  is  fo 
fagacioufly  happy/ that  it  would 
be  cruel  to  hint  a  doubt  of  its 
propriety. 

I  do  not  know  who  this  gen¬ 
tleman  may  be, — (for,  from  his 
travelling  in  chaifes,  I  muff  pre¬ 
fume  he  is  a  gentleman)  but  no¬ 
thing  can  be  more  inconftftent 
with  that  chara&er,  than  his 
reflexions  on  the  inhabitants  of 
Haverfordweft ;  a  place  by  no 
i  means  notorious  for  inhofpitality 
or  incivility,  or  even  the  want 


of  accommodation  at  the  inn. 
But,  as  if  the  climate  commu¬ 
nicated  to  him  likewife  the  iras¬ 
cibility  aferibed  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  he  falls  foul  upon  the  poor 
driver;  who,  with  more  huma¬ 
nity  than  is  generally  fhewn  by 
that  delcription  of  men,  remon- 
flrates  with  him  on  his  intentions 
of  going  30  miles  with  a  pair 
of  horfes,  on  a  road,  fome  of 
which  is  as  bad,  and  mo  ft  of  it 
as  uneven,  as  any  in  this  king¬ 
dom.  The  landlord  at  Cardi¬ 
gan  too,  whofe  loquacity  and 
addrefs  I  do  not  admire,  fares  no 
better,  except  in  efcaping  the 
epithet  of  fcoundrel, —  (which 
it  is  always  moft  fafe  to  apply  to 
a  poft-boy)  becaufe  he  afferts, 
in  language  unpolifhed,  indeed, 
■but  not  lefs  true,  that  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  the  traveller  fhould  ftop 
the  night  there ; — that  they  muft 
travel  with  four  horfes— that 
they  muft  travel  forty  miles,  if 
they  intended  to  reach  Aberyft- 
with  next  day  :  all  which  they 
muft, — and  were  at  laft  obliged 
to  do:  and  had  this  gentleman 
been  indulged  in  his  freak  of 
going  by  fea,  the  prevention  of 
which,  without  any  proof  ad¬ 
duced,  he  attributes  to  the  threats 
or  the  bribery  of  the  landlord, 
he  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
felt,  both  in  pocket  and  in  per- 
fon,  the  imprudence  of  facrifi- 
cing  the  contents  of  the  one — 

and 


CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796. 


and  the  eafe  of  the  other — to  the 
rafhnefs  of  his  refentment. 

After  a  difgufting  defcription 
of  the  filth  of  Ireland,  which  I 
hope  is  exaggerated,  towards  the 
eonclufton  of  this  tour  in  W ales, 
is  prefented  a  fpecimen  of  what 
may  be  called  blackball  and 
white- wafh.  After  dwelling 
repeatedly  on  the  want  of  clean- 
linefs  in  the  Welfh,  and  on  the 
univerfality  of  the  cuftom  of 
going  without  flioes  and  floek- 
ings,  he  introduces  a  plaifter  for 
the  fore;  compofed,  however, 
of  materials  fo  heterogeneous, 
that,  if  the  patient  be  of  an  irri¬ 
table  habit,  I  doubt  of  its  effi¬ 
cacy,  in  curing  even  thefe  fkin- 
deep  wounds  which  in  Inch  ha¬ 
bits,  he  may  have  inflidted. 

But  what  is  raoft  likely  to  dif- 
guft  that  fame  genus  irritabile 
Cambrorum,  is  the  abominable 
affectation  of  the  knowledge  of 
the  Welfli  language,  which  this 
author  difplays.  He  is  extreme¬ 
ly  facetious,  at  Mr.  Gilpin’s  ex¬ 
pence,  upon  his  mode  of  fpelling 
two  words— the  “  Funach,” 
and  the  “  Rhydol in  either 
inflance  I  doubt  much  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  critic’s  corredt ion  : 
the  firft,  I  rather  think  the  river 
fhould  be  Mynach,  and  not 
Monach ;  and,  in  the  other, 
Mr.  Gilpin  has  properly  written 
Rhydol,  and  not  Rhyddol.  This 


author  has  alfo  prefaced  his 
book  with  an  attempt  to  explain 
feveral  Cornifh  and  Welfli 
words  with  no  better  fuccefs. 
F or  inflance,  Truro,  he  fays,  is 
derived  from  two  Cornifh  words 
T ru  ru :  and  there  are  no  fuch 
words,  that  I  can  difcover,  in 
the  Cornifh  language.  It  may 
probably  be  derived  from  tre 
’rhiw,  the  town  on  an  afcent; 
or,  perhaps,  tri  rhiw,  three  af- 
cents  or  fleep  hills.  Penrhyn, 
according  to  him,  is  a  curled 
head,  inflead  of  a  promontory : 
Jew  in  Cornifh  inflead  of  Jaw: 
Penzance,  Penfands  inflead  of 
Penfandl:  Caerdiff,  a  city  on 
TafF,  inflead  of  a  fortified  city 
on  Taaf : — Pont  Aberglaflyn, 
the  devil's  bridge ,  inflead  of  the 
bridge  on  the  blue  lake! — Ban¬ 
gor,  the  beautiful  quire,  inflead 
of  the  beautiful  choir.  Mael 
Guidon  and  Mael  Haphook”-— 
the  firfl  is  to  me  unintelligible ; 
the  latter,  properly  written, 
“  Moel  yr  hebog,  means  the 
hawk’s  nefl,  or  hawk’s  hill — 
Llanidloes,  inflead  of  Llandilo, 
in  Carmarthenfhire.  In  fhort, 
aim  oft  all  the  names  of  places  in 
Wales,  mentioned  in  the  book, 
are  improperly  fpelt:  which,  for 
reafons  before  ftated,  I  fhould 
hardly  have  noticed,  had  not 
the  author  affected  fo  much 
learning,  and  made  fuch  preten- 
fions  to  an  intimate  acquain¬ 
tance  with  the  language.  To¬ 
wards 
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•comes  very  profound  indeed; 
though  Rill  rather  unfortunate 
in  his  elucidation  of  words. 
“  The  WelRi  word  for  fun  is 
the  Greek  word  for  fire  ’ — faith 
he :  not  precifely  fo,  my  good 
fir:  the  modern  word  haul  (the 
fun)  may  perhaps  he  derived 
from  the  Greek  word,  of  the 
fame  import,  helios ;  but  the 
old  word  grian,  now  obfolete, 
it  is  obvious  can  claim  no  fuch 
defcent.  “  Water  is  called 
vA/£,  only  pronounced  with  the 
afpirate.”  Here  I  am  not  fo 
fortunate  as  to  comprehend  his 
meaning  :  without  the  afpirate 
(while  the  Greek,  C^cop,  is  writ¬ 
ten  with  it)  there  would  in  fadl 
be  the  nearer  refemblance :  for 
thus,  with  the  Welfh.  article 
prefixed,  y  dwr  (the  water) 
forms  a  very  ffmilar  found. 
But  though  the  modern  Welfh 
word  for  water  is  dwfr,  the 
ancient  word  wy,  feems  to  have 
lefs  affinity  with  the  Greek  : 
yet  here  perhaps,  fome  kindred 
found,  fuch  as  vuy  (to  rain) 
may  be  challenged  by  an'  etymo- 
logift.  Ap,  in  Welfh,  he  fup- 
pofes,  with  others  before  him, 
to  be  from  the  Greek  ocTio : 
though  both  certainly  exprefs 
origin  and  derivation,  yet  ap  in 
Welfh,  I  conceive  is  more  im¬ 


mediately  an  abbreviation  of 
mab,  (the  fon) :  as  Dafydd  ap 
Morgan,  David,  the  fon  of 
Morgan.  But  it  is  high  time 
to  take  leave  of  this  hallv  and 
incorredl  performance. 

After  thefe  follow  two  travel¬ 
lers  or  tourifls,  or  whatever 
they  pleafe  to  call  themfelves : 
the  one,  a  French  emigrant, 
whofe  motives  for  becoming  an 
author  may  probably  entitle 
him  to  more  compaffion  than 
approbation,  commences  and 
com  pleats  his  tour  in  1796,  and 
publiflies  in  1797.  His  de¬ 
scriptions  are  of  towns  and 
cailles — and  woods- — and  rivers, 
See.  <kc.  mofl  miferably  fpelt: 
and  they  are  adorned  with  plates, 
mofl  of  which  want  fomething 
more  than  an  aflerifk  to  remind 
us  of  the  places  they  are  in¬ 
tended  (as  Quince  fays)  to 
“  prefent  or  disfigure.”*  All 
of  them,  indeed,  except  two  of 
CaerfFyli  caflle,  and  one  or  two 
about  Pont  ar  Pridd,  might 
have  had  their  delin’  et  fculp’ 
vel  fcalp’  in  London  ;  and  then, 
fhaken  in  a  bag,  might  have 
been  called  Llandilo  war ,  or 
Morgam,  or  Caflle  cogh,  or 
any  other  mifcalled  place,  in- 
difcriminately,  as  they  happen 
to  come  out. 


*  Mid*.  N.  Dream,  Aft  III.  Sc.  I, 
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The  other  tour,  which  has 
been  fometime  begun,  but  what 
flill  wants  finijhing ,  has  the 
merit  of  fome  few  tolerable 
plates,  and  the  demerit  of  a 
great  deal  of  bombaft,  nonfenfe, 

D 

and  an  aftedlation  of  fkiil  in 
the  Welfh  language,  apparently 
without  an  acquaintance  with 
three  words  of  it.  At  the  fame 
time  that  we  may  lay  claim  to 
fomething  like  charity,  in  fup- 
portlng  an  indigent  adventurer, 
who  has  little  pretenfions  to 
literature,  in  what  he  calls  a 
fecond  edition,  it  is  neverthe- 
lefs  a  fa  tire  upon  the  folly  and 
credulity  of  the  country,  upon 
which  he  is  permitted  to  im- 
pofe. 

Thefe  are  again  fucceeded  by 
more  travellers,  of  the  names 
of  Skrine,  Warner ,  and  Atkin  ; 
all  publifhed  in  1798.  The 
hrft  [to  whofe  private  charadter 
and  real  worth  all  who  have 
the  happinefs  of  knowing  him 
will  feel  proud  to  bear  tefti- 
mony]  certainly  does  not  excel 
as  a  tourift,  or  writer  of  travels: 
his  hyle  abounds  in  metaphors, 
and  epithets,  fingularly  and  af¬ 
fectedly  applied,  and  frequently 
extravagantly  conceived  and  odd¬ 
ly  expreffed :  he  talks  of  inter¬ 
vals  in  a  mountainous  ridge  in 
Monmouthfhire,  forming  a  fuc- 
ctffion  of  vallies,  like  the  cells 


of  a  honeycomb ;  buildings  at 
Llantrifant,  cluilered  like  a 
fwarm  of  bees,  burfts  of  view, 
fweeps,  ftripes  of  vegetation, 
chains  of  meadows,  hills  float - 
ing  with  water,  and  feathering 
woods.  The  fpacious  planta¬ 
tions  of  Buckland  in  Brecknock- 
{hire  are  fung,  though  it  can 
only  boaft  of  a  few  fhrubs, 
planted  in  a  lawn,  which  are 
faid  to  break  upon  the  fight  at 
the  fame  moment  that  the  charm¬ 
ing  demefne  of  Paterflone  fed  Is 
upon  the  view.  Though  every 
traveller  upon  that  road  muft 
know  that  there  is  no  one  point 
of  view  between  Crickhowell 
and  Brecon,  from  whence  thofe 
feats  can  be  feen  at  the  fame 
time.  Sometimes  his  language 
refembles  profe  run  mad ;  for 
inflance,  we  are  told  that  to¬ 
wards  the  fouth  of  Brecknock, 
the  hill  of  Canthriff,  cloathed 
from  the  fummit  to  its  bafe, 
with  wood,  oppofes  a  barrier 
finely  impending  over  the  river, 
and  fronting  the  bold  and  bar¬ 
ren  eminence  of  the  Craigie — • 
Unfortunately  there  is  no  fuch 
impending  hill  as  Canthriff,  [or 
Cantreff,  for  that  is  the  name 
of  an  adjacent  parifh  j.  There 
is  a  hill  or  riling  ground,  which 
fhelves  rather  abruptly  from  the 
river  Ufk,  cloathed  with  a  wood 
called  Clos-y-coed  ;  and  which 
fronts  not  Craig,  or  rather  Cng, 
but  a  little  eminence  neither 

bold 
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told  or  barren,  called  Slwch, 
which  is  fo  far  from  being  a 
diflingtiifhing  feature  in  the 
landfcape,  that  it  is  degraded 
by  the  inhabitants  by  the  dimu- 
nitive  appellation  of  Slwch  Tump. 
This  writer  is  alfo  feized  with 
the  mania,  which  ufually  af¬ 
fects  Welfh  travellers  of  at¬ 
tempting  to  explain  Welfh 
words  and  names,  without  a 
fufficient  knowledge  of  the  lan¬ 
guage.  Bwlch  is  faid  properly 
to  fignify  a  rent  in  a  mountain ; 
wdrereas  it  may  as  properly, 
though  it  does  not  as  com¬ 
monly,  mean  a  rent  in  a  gar¬ 
ment  ;  and  it  is  in  continual 
life  for  a  gap  in  a  hedge— Def- 
guifa ,  [a  combination  of  let¬ 
ters  peculiarly  diigufling  to  a 
Britifh  eye]  meaning  Difgwylfa, 
is  faid  to  be  a  profpedf,  though 
it  is  generally  applied  to  a  mi¬ 
litary  Ration  of  a  centinel,  com¬ 
manding  an  extenfive  profpedf — 
Several  or  fimilar  errors  occur 
in  the  courfe  of  the  work ;  wre 
now  and  then  meet  with  fuch  a 
phrafe  as  u  too  critic  an  eye”, 
which,  admitting  that  it  can  be 
j uftifiecl  from  good  authority, 
is  certainly  affedfed.,  Johnfon’s 
quotation  from  Pope  hardly  fup?* 
ports  it  as  an  adjedfive.  The 
miflakes  in  fpelling  whole  names 
are  almofl  too  numerous  to 
mention — Pont  ar  dillas,  for 
Pont  ar  ddulas,  [of  which  the 
deicription  if  not  unintelligible, 


is  not  corredf] — Llanfpzcddid 
for  Llanfpyddid  —  Calda  for  Cal- 
dy— Ru  Aland  caflle  tor  Dryf- 
lwyn  caflle — Caerphilli  for  Caer- 
phili,  [the  difference  is  very 
great  in  Welfh  pronunciation] 
— ■ Wenye  for  Wenny  or  Ewenay 
— Pembray  for  Pe mb rey-— Gle  n 
hier  for  Glyn  hir— Caraig  Cen- 
nin  for  Carreg  Cynan— Cwm- 
tythen  for  C  wmtoidd  w  r  —  Luch- 
yntyaen  for  Llwyncyntefin,  ike, 
&c. 

The  next  traveller  is  a  cler^ 
gyman  of  the  name  of  Warner, 
who  made  his  tour  on  foot ! ! ! 
Here  it  is  impoffible  to  avoid 
faying  two  or  three  words  upon 
this  fdly  and  ridiculous  whim 
of  converting  pleafure  into  toil. 
It  is,  indeed,  ffrange  it  fhould 
be  neceffary  to  make  an  obfer- 
vation  upon  the  fubjedt,  to  any 
man  who  can  afford  himfelf  a 
horfe,  and  a  pair  of  faddle  bags  ; 
but  folly,  and  the  inexperience 
of  youth,  firft  introduced  this 
laborious  mode  of  travelling, 
and  fafhion  and  caprice  have 
exerted  their  influence  to  keep 
it  alive.  The  inconveniences 
that  attend  it,  independent  of 
the  fatigues  it  occafions,  which 
is  no  inconfiderable  objection, 
are  many ;  the  advantages  few, 
and  the  expences  faved  by  it 
trifling.  The  treatment  the  pe- 
deflrian  is  likely  to  meet  with 
at  moR  inns  [whatever  this 
G  g  2  curate 
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curate  may  fay  to  the  contrary] 
is  materially  different  from  that 
which  the  equeftrian  receives ; 
and  there  are  few  places,  indeed, 
to  which  the  traveller  on  horle- 
back  cannot  have  accefs :  if 
fuch  fhould  occur,  it  is  eafy  to 
make  any  occafional  deviations 
on  foot ;  and  we  fliall  be  ready, 
after  having  gratified  our  curio- 
fity  by  thefe  flight  excurfions, 
to  acknowledge,  with  double 
fatisfadlion,  the  obligations  we 
owe  to  our  ufeful  and  fubmiffive 
companion,  who  always  lightens 
our  fatigue,  fliortens,  appa¬ 
rently,  our  journey,  relieves  us 
often  from  the  necefiity  of  tra¬ 
velling  by  night,  and  frequently 
preferves  us  from  the  unwhole- 
fome  confequences  of  a  found 
wetting. 

This  author  writes  in  a  plea¬ 
sant  manner  •,  but  his  book  is 
plentifully  fprinkled  with  quo¬ 
tations.  He  too  has  the  happy 
knack  of  embellifhing  his  tour 
a  la  Pratt,  with  an  anecdote 
here  and  there ;  and,  like  the 
Cardiganfhire  failor,  and  Bar- 
mouth  Barber,  formerly  men¬ 
tioned,  we  have  here  an  in- 
trodudlion  to  a  fentimental  tan¬ 
ner,  who  reads  a  long  extract 
from  Percy’s  ancient  poetry, 
which  compotes  part  of  his  li¬ 
brary  in  a  cottage  !  i !  Oh 
reader,  if  perchance  thou  know- 
eft  tins  contrite  moralizing  fcrap 


quoting  tanner,  thou  wilt  per¬ 
haps  be  tempted  involuntarily 
to  exclaim  with  Sofia  44  Lord, 
Lord,  friend,  one  of  us  two  is 

damnably  given  to  — - ,  but 

I  do  not  fay  which,  to  avoid 
difputes.”  Refpect  for  the 
friends  of  this  theologifi:  eccen¬ 
tric  character,  whom  he  is  faid 
fo  groffiy  to  abufe,  will  not 
permit  me  to  explain  why  it  is 
impojfible  that  either  the  words 
or  the  fentiments  here  faid  to  be 
related  by  him,  can  be  corre6t, 
as  to  the  truth  of  his  tale,  the 
author  has  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  The  Hidalgo ,  to  whom 
the  traveller  alludes  [for  be 
it  remembered,  this  nickname 
is  here  his  manufacture]  is  re¬ 
markable  for  being  a  plain  un- 
a  {fuming  country  gentleman, 
who,  perhaps,  has  lefs  family 
pride,  and  affociates  more  with 
the  middling-  and  lower  ranks  in 
life,  than  is  ufual  with  perfons 
of  his  property  ;  and  his  motives 
for  oppofing  the  connexion  here 
mentioned  [if  the  world  had 
any  thing  to  do  with  them] 
could  be  fhewn  to  be  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  what  this  ftory 
would  induce  us  to  believe,  and 
the  impofition  pracStiied  upon 
the  tourifi,  is  really  an  impeach¬ 
ment  of  his  underftanding.  He 
like  the  reft  of  his  brethren, 
tranflates  Welfh  into  Englifh, 
and  fucceeds  equally  well  with 
the  majority  of  them— '—Pont 
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ar  Diawl  is  faid  to  be  the 
Devil’s  Bridge — if  it  were  fo 
written  or  fo  called  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  it  would  be  the  Bridge  up¬ 
on  Devil,  as  Pont  ar  Mynach, 
is  juft  before  tranflated  the 
Bridge  upon  the  Mynach  [the 
river]  but  the  name  is  Pont  y 
Diavjl.  Lyn  Mullin  [unintelli¬ 
gible].  The  Lake  of  the  three 
G  rains,  Lyn  Gauar,  Goat’s 
Pool,  and  feveral  other  faults 
and  miftakes  of  the  fame  kind 
will  be  obferved  by  the  Britifti 
reader.  Falfe  fpellings  out  of 
number  alfo  occur  in  the  courfe 
of  the  work.  Diflas,  the  name 
of  a  river,  inftead  of  Dulas: 
Wu,  inftead  of  Aw,  Wy,  or 
Gwy. — — The  obfolete  Welfh 
word  for  wTater— -Brocmail  yf- 
kihoc,  inftead  of  Brochmael, 
or  according  to  others,  Broch- 
wel  yfcethrog,  and  many  others 
which  it  abfolutely  tires  me  to 
recapitulate,  as  it  probably 
would  the  reader  to  be  informed 
of;  it  is  but  juftice,  however, 
to  fay,  that  his  brief  defcription 
of  the  Welfh  character,  has 
great  merit,  and  that  this  reflec¬ 
tion  upon  the  general  belief  in 
apparitions  in  the  principality, 
though  comprehended  in  a  few 
lines,  are  admirable.- — I  cannot 
refill;  the  temptation  of  quoting 
them.  <c  Thefe  notions  are  pro¬ 
bably  unfounded,  but  they  are 
not  uninterefting,  nor  do  we 
feel  ourfclves  inclined  to  repro¬ 


bate  the  mild  fuperjlition ,  in 
which  they  originate. — It  is  a 
principle  that  arifes  from  the 
feelings  and  affections  of  nature, 
and  is,  at  all  events,  more  ami¬ 
able  than  the  cold  philofophifm 
of  the  prefent  day,  which  dif-< 
believes  every  thing  which  con¬ 
tracts  and  petrifies  the  heart, 
deadens  the  affeCfion,  and  de- 
ftroys  all  the  finer  fenfibilities  of 
the  foul.” 

The  laft  of  thefe  three  tourifts 
is  a  fcientific  traveller,  his  jour¬ 
ney  was  profeftedly,  and  prin¬ 
cipally,  if  not  wholly,  made 
with  a  view  to  improvement, 
or,  at  leaft,  amufement  in  mi¬ 
neralogy— upon  this  fubjeCl,  [as 
far  as  I  am  a  judge]  he  writes 
with  confiderable  abilities,  and, 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
Welfh  names  are  more  proper¬ 
ly  fpelt  than  by  moft  other  tra¬ 
vellers,  though  he  does  not 
affeCt  a  profound  knowledge  of 
the  language,  or  frequently  at¬ 
tempts  to  explain  it.— -Little  is 
faid  as  to  the  cuftoms  and  man¬ 
ners  of  the  country  ;  but  he  has 
faid  much  to  the  purpofe  in  his 
preface,  in  which  he  very  truly 
acknowledges,  that  the  requi- 
11  te  knowledge  of  a  fufficient 
number  of  circumftances  from 
which  to  deduce  national  cha¬ 
racter,  is  not  to  be  acquired  with¬ 
out  a  long  reftdence,  and  much 
intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants. 


o 
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—It  is  not  to  be  gleaned  in  a 
hafly  excurfion  through  a  coun¬ 
try,  where  its  language,  and 
the  general  fhynefs  and  fufpi- 
cion  which  the  natives  difcover 
towards  the  Englifh,  or,  to  ufe 
their  own  words,  the  Saxons, 
oppofe  obftacles  which  only- 
time  and  perfeverance  can  over¬ 
come. 

Since  the  above  was  written, 
a  publication  has  appeared,  in 
which  the  Editor,  conceiving 
feveral  tours  into  Wales  to  be 
fcarce  and  valuable,  has  haflied 
and  fricafeed  them  into  what  he 
calls  a  collection,  with  a  garni Ih 
of  two  or  three  Rained  prints, 
or  views  badly  chofen  :  —  a  fpe- 
cies  of  book-making  very  much 


adopted  fome  years  ago,  tinder 
the  title  of  “  Beauties  of  Sterne’* 
— ' 44  Beauties  of  Joe  Miller,”— 
66  Beauties  of  Johnfon,”  &c. 
&c.  and,  lately,  in  twro  volumes 
8vo,  the  “  Beauties  of  Burke.” 
This  is,  doubtlefs,  a  very  in¬ 
genious  contrivance ;  though 
now,  as  Trinculo  fays,, “  a  kind 
<■<  of  a— not  of  the  neweft.” 
The  work  before  us,  however, 
chiefly  relating  to  North  Wales, 
a  country  with  which  I  am  lit- 

j 

tie  acquainted,  I  am,  therefore, 
no  j  udge  of  its  merits,  or  of  the 
merits  of  thole  tours,  from 
which  it  is  borrowed  or  cut 
down. 

.  lam,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

CYMRO. 
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HISTORY  of  MONMOUTHSHIRE. 

By  DAVID  WILLIAMS. 


IT  was  not  in  our  original 
plan  to  write,  or  to  admit 
criticifms  on  modern  books.— 
But  the  attention  of  the  public 
being  much  directed  to  "W  ales ; 
and  thofe  who  periodically  af- 
fume  the  authority  of  literary- 
judges,  not  appearing  to  us  to 
have  the  neceflary  qualifications 
for  their  offices,  we  think  it  a 
duty  occafionajly  to  notice  fuch 
publications,  as  either  coincide 
with,  or  obftrudt  our  defign,  to 
remove  the  rubbiih'  that  lies  at 
the  foundation  of  the.  Britiih 
Hiflory. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the 
hiftory  of  Monmouthfhire,  the 
author  feems  deeply  impreffied 
with  the  importance  of  thefe 
views  ;  and,  on  the  firft  appear¬ 
ance  of  our  propofals,  he  was 
early  and  warm  in  his  approba¬ 


tion,  and  he  is  among  our  beft 
gratuitous  friends .  But  this  will 
not  influence  our  judgement  re- 
fpedfing  the  productions  of  a 
writer,  who  refts  not  his  repu¬ 
tation  on  it,  who  feems  fully 
fenfible  of  the  errors  to  which 
he  was  liable,  and  who  is  too 
high  minded  to  value  unmean¬ 
ing  and  indifcriminate  commen¬ 
dations. 

The  Monthly  Review ,  with 
cautious  prudence,  contented  it- 
felf  with  general  obfervations  on 
the  qualifications  of  a  topogra¬ 
phical  hiflorian,  as  if  writing  a 
parody  on  Cicero’s  Qualifica¬ 
tions  of  an  Orator:  and  fpeci- 
fied  an  aflemblage  never  feen  in 
one  man.  The  reader  is  left, 
according  to  his  temper,  to  ap¬ 
ply  the  obfervations  either  ad- 
vantageoufly,  or  diladvantage- 

G  g  4  oufly, 
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oufly,  to  the  hiftorian  of  Mon- 
mouthfhire :  for  the  Reviewer, 
very  prudently ,  avoids  the  at¬ 
tempt  of  pointing  out  the  num¬ 
ber  ofthofe  qualifications  which 
Mr.  Williams  poflefled;  and  he 
only  affigns  him  profundity  of 
obfervation,  elegance  of  ftyle, 
and  other  circumflances,  which 
he  might  apply  to  any  writing 
of  the  fame  author,  without  be¬ 
traying  his  own  ignorance  of  the 
peculiar  character  of  the  work 
under  conftderation. 

The  Brit ifn  Critic ,  which, 
from  its  profefTed  principles,  is 
likely  to  confider  every  produc¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Williams  with  cau¬ 
tion,  if  not  fufpicion,  is,  how¬ 
ever,  forced,  by  the  various 
merits  of  the  work,  into  occa- 
fional  commendations;  yet  the 
Reviewer  tacks  it  to  the  meagre 

O 

volumes  of  Valentine  Green ,  and 
the  endlefs  flerilities  of  John 
Nichols.  The  claflic  tafte  of 

N - ,  however,  fubdued 

his  prejudices  occafionally,  and 
the  correCt,  yet  glowing  and 
mafterly  defeription  of  Persfield , 
animated  his  feelings  into  an 
unguarded  and  warm  eulogium. 

The  Critical  Review  over¬ 
looked  it,  perhaps,  defignedly; 
or  noticed  it  fo  curforily  as  to 
efcape  our  obfervation. 


The  Analytical  Review ,  and 
the  Monthly  Magazine  have 
meant  well,  but  being  deter¬ 
mined  to  be  civil  to  the  Mon- 
mouthfhire  hiftorian,  and  not 
comprehending  the  real  objeCt 
and  character  of  the  hiftory, 
they  have  picked  up  only  the 
flowers  on  the  furface,  which 
the  author  has  fcattered  only  to 
fhew  that  he  could  play  with 
fine  wmrds,  and  turn  fonorous 
periods,  as  well  as  thofe  who 
do  nothing  elfe ;  and  that  he 
could  make  a  fentence  pregnant 
with  ideas,  as  elegant  as  thofe 
tourifts  who  encumber  them 
with  none. 

The  views  of  the  writer 
in  this  hiftory,  and  the  degree 
of  penetration  and  fkill  he  has 
iliewn  in  the  execution,  liave 
totally  efcaped  all  thefe  Re¬ 
viewers  ;  and  we  are  not  to 
wonder  they  have  pronounced 
no  judgement  on  them. 

It  requires  a  knowledge  of 
the  earlieft  Britifh  antiquities, 
and  of  the  Britifh  language;  it 
requires  a  particular  acquain¬ 
tance  with  the  fluctuating  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Marches  of  South 
Wales,  of  which  the  prefent 
Monmouthfhire  is  a  very  fmall 
part,  to  perceive  that  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams  had  two  great  objeCts  in 
view. 


I.  To 
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I.  To  fliew  the  poffibility  of 
reducing  into  order,  what  is 
thought  the  chaos  of  Britilli  an¬ 
tiquities. 

The  difficulty  of  executing 
this  talk  was  peculiar  in  the  cafe 
of  Monmouthfhire,  which  is 
never  a  fixed  and  definite  ob¬ 
ject.  In  the  revolutions  of  the 
Marches,  and  under  the  name 
of  Gwent,  it  is  fometimes  an 
appendage  of  Glamorganfhire  ; 
fometimes  includes  it,  and  fome¬ 
times  means  the  whole  of  the 
Marches  of  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Williams  has  extricated 
himfelf  from  thefe  difficulties 
with  confummate  fkill.  Mon¬ 
mouthfhire  is  always  the  central 
and  interefting  object,  but  he 
has  confhntly  furrounded  it 
with  a  clear  and  lively  fketch  of 
die  hiftory  of  the  Marches  of 
South  W ales. 

That  this  method  has  its  in¬ 
conveniences,  and  puts  it  in  the 
power  of  meer  antiquaries  to  re¬ 
proach  it  with  faults,  is  true. 

The  hiftory  of  Monmouth- 

J 

fhire,  does  not  contain  the  hif- 
tories  of  pari  dies,  the  infcrip- 
tions  on  tomb-ftones,  the  me¬ 
moirs  of  corporations,  See.  the 
ufual  materials  of  the  hiftories 
of  counties. 


We  may  fuppofe,  from  Mr. 
Williams’s  known  character, 
that  he  might  reluctantly  col¬ 
lect  fuch  materials,  where,  from 
the  extreme  poverty  of  the 
church,  and  from  the  infiorifi- 
cance  of  the  corporations,  they 
muft  be  very  uninterefting.-— 
But  to  purfue  the  common  plans 
of  topography,  if  it  had  ac¬ 
corded  with  his  tafte,  was  al~ 
moft  impracticable  in  his  fitua- 
tion, 

•  -  4 

If,  in  the  common  manner 
of  antiquaries,  he  had  recorded 
all  the  little  churches,  with 
all  the  croffes  and  tomb- 
ftones,  in  all  the  Marches  of 
South  Wales,  of  which  he  ne~ 
ceflarily  gives  the  hiftory,  he 
would  have  extended  his  work  to 
twenty,  inftead  of  two  volumes, 
and,  perhaps,  only  added  to  the 
lumber,  with  which  the  libra¬ 
ries  of  antiquaries  are  filled. 

\ 

Where  remains  of  antiquity 
are  really  deferving  notice,  he 
has  deferibed  them ;  and  we 
really  think,  that  his  epifode  on 
the  hiftory  of  Arthur ,  and  his 
defeription  of  the  antiquities  of 
Caerleon ,  furpafs  any  thing  in 
the  works  of  our  beft  antiquaries 
in  the  art  of  diferimination,  in 
found  and  clear  judgment,  and 
in  variety,  force,  and  elegance 
of  didtion. 
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itfclf  developes  from  the  gradual 
The  other  view  of  Mr.  Wil-  difcernment  of  reciprocal  inter- 
liams  fee  ms  to  be,  efts,  and  the  gradual  effedts  of 

time. 


II.  To  trace  and  mark  the 
gradual  amelioration  of  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  people  in  the 
Marches,  from  the  gradual  di- 
vifton,  fubdivilion,  and  extinc¬ 
tion  of  the  little  tyrannies,  which 
firft  fubdued  and  afterwards 
governed  them. 

On  this  rock  we  expected  the 
man  whom  the  wary  old  Frank¬ 
lin  coaxed  and  amufed  for  his 
fervices,  by  calling  him  the 
Englifh  RouJJ'eau ,  would  have 
broken  his  neck. 

Defpotifm,  prieft  craft,  and 
oppreflion  1  the  very  founds, 
we  thought,  would  have  dif- 
ordered  his  imagination,  and 
led  him  into  revolutionary  re¬ 
veries. 

The  tendency  of  the  whole 
hiftory  is  of  a  contrary  nature. 

The  events  are  connedfed  to 
their  caufes  with  philofophic 
precifton ;  too  accurately  and 
philofophically,  perhaps,  for  the 
general  readers  of  topography. 
The  caufes,  when  arbitrary  or 
defpotic,  are  marked  with  glow¬ 
ing  indignation  and  abhorrence; 
but  no  remedy  is  hinted  at,  or 
defcribed,  but  what  the  hiftory 


So  far  we  fail  before  the  gale 
of  approbation — and  as  adven¬ 
turers  in  a  fimilar  enterprife,  we 
hail  the  hiftorian  of  Monmouth- 
fhire,  as  the  harbinger  of  our 
hopes  of  fuccefs  ;  as  the  Her¬ 
cules  who  has  fuccefsfully  put 
his  fpade  into  the  Augean  liable ; 
and  if  in  preparing  for  public 
view,  the  contents  of  thofe 
mufty  chambers  and  caverns, 
which  contain  the  remains  of 
Britifh  antiquities,  we  can  pro¬ 
ceed  with  his  penetration,  his 
judgement,  his  tafte,  and  his 
elegance,  we  fhali  be  content 
with  the  imputation  of  his  errors 
and  faults. — But,  however,  er¬ 
rors  and  faults  there  are  in  his 
otherwife  mafterly  work. 


This  author,  whofe  abilities 
rnoft  of  thofe  who  have  read  his 
works  will  highly  refpedf,  fets 
out  in  his  preface,  with  calling 
the  province  of  controverfy  the 
Billingfgate  of  literature.  This 
obfervation,  the  offspring  of 
hafte  or  negligence,  if  not  in¬ 
tended  as  a  facrifice  to  fingula- 
rity,  hardly  deferves  notice,  did 
it  not  occur  in  the  writings  of  a 
man  whofe  ftyle  is  generally  fo 
poli filed,  and  whofe  fentiments, 
however  we  may  differ  from 

him 
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liim  in  opinion,  claim  our  at¬ 
tention  at  leaf!,  though  they 
may  not  always  command  our 
approbation  ;  but  can  it  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  remind  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams,  that  the  pen  of  contro- 
verfy  has  often,  and  may  again, 
be  ufe fully  and  honourably  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  caufe  of  religion, 
of  fcience,  or  of  letters ;  that 
when  it  is  conduced  by  a  Wat- 
fon  with  the  zeal  of  a  divine, 
though  with  the  moderation  of 
a  philofopher,  in  expofing  the 
artful  and  plaufible,  but  fallaci¬ 
ous  arguments  of  a  Payne,  it 
claims  relpedf,  effentially  con¬ 
tributes  to  the  happinefs  and 
welfare  of  mankind,  and  is  more 
likely  to  produce  convidfion, 
and  deferve  applaufe,  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  it  relembles  the  angry 
inve&ives  and  feurrility  of  a  gar¬ 
reteer  of  Grub  Street,  or  the  infu¬ 
riated  execrations  of  a  poiffarde 
of  Billingfgate ;  he  has  himfelf, 
in  a  few  pages  afterwards,  con¬ 
vinced  his  readers  of  the  neceffi- 
ty  of  occafionally  entering  into 
it;  and  he  has  very  properly  re¬ 
probated  the  abfurdity  of  an  an¬ 
tiquary  who  has  attempted,  to 
ufe  his  own  phrafe,  “  to  blow 
into  the  air”  a  Cambrian  Ration 
with  materials  which  he  knew 
not  how  to  apply.  — Pen  certainly 
does  not  exclulively  mean  a 
promontory,  but  a  head,  the  ex¬ 
treme,  or  upper  end, 'or  an  ele¬ 
vated  fituation ;  therefore  let 


Pengwern,  or  Shrewsbury,  re¬ 
main  the  capital  of  Powis,  in 
fpite  of  the  labours  of  the  Saxon 
antiquary  to  undermine  it,  or 
blot  it  out  with  ink . 

The  hiftorian  or  moralift,  or 
whatever  other  title  he  may 
choofe  to  afTume,  or  it  feem- 
eth  good  in  his  eye  to  adopt,  is 
much  miftaken  when  he  afferts 
that  to  lead  men  into  labyrinths 

J 

is  the  favourite  province  of 
lawyers ;  their  province  is  to 
extricate  thofe  whom  their  own 
dulnefs,  or  the  knavery  of  others, 
have  brought  into  labyrinths; 
and  though  intereft  as  well  as 
neceflity  may  compel  them 
fometime  to  puzzle  and  flounder 
in  the  intricacies  created  by  one 
or  both  of  thefe  caufes,  this  part 
of  the  bufmefs  is  by  no  means 
the  favourite  province  of  the 
majority  of  the  pi  ofefiion.  This 
piece  of  waggery,  however  en 
paffant  at  the  expence  of  the 
Forenfic  tribe,  whom  it  is  fa- 
ihionable  to  abufe,  and  whom  it 
is  almofl  audacity  to  defend,  is 
excufable.  The  hand  of  the 
lawyer  is  fuppofed  to  be  againft 
every  man,  and  of  courle  he 
muft  expedl  that  the  hand  of 
every  man  will  be  lifted  up 
againft  him.  Perhaps  hereaf¬ 
ter  a  Cumberland  or  a  Morton 
may  rife,  who  may  charitably 
think  him  as  much  entitled  to 
prote&ion  as  a  jew  or  a  taylor, 

but 
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but  till  then  he  muff  be  content¬ 
ed  to  bear  the  gibes  and  jokes  of 
wits  and  witlings,  and  the  blows 
and  kicks  of  every  animal  in¬ 
clined  to  infult  him. 

Efyllwg  or  Syllzvg ,  faid  in  the 
firft  page  of  the  hiftory  to  be 
a  country  abounding  in  beauti¬ 
ful  views,  perhaps  upon  the  au¬ 
thority,  and  at  the  fuggeftion  of 
E.  Williams,  and  to  have  been 
the/ origin  of  the  Latin  appella¬ 
tion  Si  lures ,  is  more  fanciful  than 
corredt ;  not  that  it  is  here  in¬ 
tended  to  deny  that  the  country 
was  formerly  called  Efyllwg , 
but  that  the  WeHh  is  not  the 
radix  of  the  Latin  word.  Si- 
lures  Was  in  all  probability,  as 
Camden  and  other  authors  ob- 
ferve,  derived  from  Sylva  (this 
country  in  early  ages  abound¬ 
ing  with  wood)  and  compre¬ 
hended  not  only  Glamorgan- 
lhire,  Monmouthfhire,  Here- 
fordfhire,  and  part  of  Glou- 
cefterfhire,  but  alfo  Brecknock^ 
fhire  and  Radnorfliire  ;  the  two 
latter  counties  this  author  has 
for  fome  reafons  (which  it  is 
difficult  to  guefs  at,  much  lefs 
explain)  omitted.  The  verb 
fyllu,  from  which  efyllwg  is 
certainly  derived,  means  to  look 
at,  and  the  fubfhntive  (if  fuch 
can  be  juftified  from  good  au¬ 
thority)  a  place  to  be  looked  at 
dr  feei^confequently  the  flowery 
addition  of  a  u  country  abound¬ 


ing  in  beautiful  views,”  is  only 
a  flourifh  of  the  etymoiogiff. 
Williams’s  etymology  of  Gwent, 
however,  though  there  are  ob¬ 
jections  to  it,  yet  as  no  better 
can  be  found  out,  muff  remain, 
efpecially  as  Leland’s  conjecture 
adopted  by  Camden,  has  been 
blown  into  the  air>  and  blotted 
out  with  ink. 

The  author  is  cautious  enough 
not  to  pretend  to  an  intimate  or 
knowledge  of  the  Welfh 
language,  it  would  therefore  ap¬ 
pear  harfh  to  annex  arty  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  blame  to  him 
for  fuch  flight  errors  or  inaccu¬ 
racies  as  may  occur  in  his  at¬ 
tempts  to  explain  it,-— we  have 
an  inflance  in  the  fecOnd  page 
of  this  work.  Monmouth  is 
here  called  Tre-von-wye  from 
the  junction  of  the  river  Mon 
and  Wye;  Wy  was  formerly 
the  Welfh  wdrd  for  water, 
though  the  derivative  from  the 
Greek  v^p  has  long  ago  univer- 
fallv  fuperfeded  it — here  it  is  the 
name  of  a  river,  but  the  fiream 
from  the  influx  of  which  into 
the  Wye  the  town  took  its 
antient  Welfh  name  of  Aber- 
mynwy,  fmce  Trefynwe,  and 
the  Englifh  name  of  Monnow 
or  Munnow-mouth,  or  (Eu¬ 
phonic  Gratia)  Monmouth,  is 
Monnow  or  Mynwy,  and  is  pro¬ 
bably  a  corruption  of  Mawn- 
wv,  water  running  over,  or 
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from  turf,  or  peat,  an  appella¬ 
tion  which  thole  who  know 
the  courfe  of  the  river,  particu¬ 
larly  near  its  fource,  will  ac¬ 
knowledge  to  be  peculiarly  ap¬ 
propriate. 

It  is  impolfible  to  admit  the 
pofition  that  all  men  employ 
their  faculties  to  deceive,  and  that 
he  who  would  deny  the  charge 
refpedling  himfelf  would  only 
add  the  atrocity  of  a  deliberate 
crime  to  a  more  venial  or  habi¬ 
tual  fault;  however  common 
this  fault  may  be,  it  can  only  be 
confidered  as  venial,  when  we 
fuppofe  this  aflertion,  though 
introduced  in  an  apparently  feri- 
ous  manner  is  only  meant  as  an 
artful  and  waggidi  proof  of  the 
truth  of  his  own  maxim — vile  as 
human  nature  is,  if  he  is  in  ear¬ 
ned:,  this  is  a  vile  caricature  of 
it— the  adimilation  of  truth  to 
perpetual  motion  induces  us  to 
conclude,  that  the  obfervation, 
as  well  as  the  quedion  arifing 
from  it,  were  only  fuggeded  with 
a  ludicrous  view;  for  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  author,  and  for  the 
honour  of  mankind  let  it  be  fo 
admitted.  The  rededtions  which 
follow,  upon  the  utility  of  fable 
as  connedfed  with  hiflory,  the 
value  fet  by  nations  upon  the 
merit  of  their  ancedors,  the 
probable  caufe  of  the  pretenfions 


of  the  Britons  to  a  defcent  from 
AEneas,  and  upon  the  learning 
and  inflitutions  of  the  Druids, 
are  the  refult  of  good  fenfe  and 
found  learning;  one  phrafe  in¬ 
deed,  “  focieties  called  lavage,5* 
the  meaning  of  which,  when 
uied  by  writers  of  a  certain  po¬ 
litical  way  of  thinking,  is  per¬ 
fectly  underdood,  may  be  ob¬ 
jected  to,  as  may  fome  infinua- 
tions  againd  the  religions  of  all 
ages,  which  he,  it  is  prefumed, 
confidered  as  jud  as  unavoida^ 
ble. 

It  is  very  much  to  be  doubted, 
whether,  as  aderted  in  page  20, 
the  druids  adumed  or  retained 
the  appell  ation  of  G  a  wr  or  C  awr ; 
a  letter  of  Lewis  Morris %  (who, 
notwithdandino;  what  is  laid  in 
the  appendix,  was  one  of  the 
abled  and  mod  learned  men  that 
Wales  ever  produced)  feetns  to 
explain  the  word  gawr,  or  rather 
caur,  as  meaning  princes,  and 
men  of  great  or  high  rank  ex- 
cludvely,  to  ferve  an  hypotheds 
he  has  certainly  too  narrowly- 
confined  it,  perhaps  this  happen¬ 
ed  from  inattention,  for  thewrord 
meant  men  of  great  dature,  as 
well  as  of  great  power  and 
abilities ;  no  proof,  however, 
can  be  produced  to  fliew  it  w^as 
a  religious  appellation.  The 
choir  gawr,  chorea  gigantum, 


or 


*  See  Cambrian  P.egilter  for  1795,  page  350  and  351. 
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or  Rone-hengc,  may  have  been 
a  dmidical  choir,  but  in  that 
cafe  the  perfons  who  fat  there 
were  called gawr,  cawr,  or  cawri, 
from  their  being  rulers  and  legi- 
flators  as  well  as  prieffs,  charac¬ 
ters  which  were  fometimes  unit¬ 
ed  in  former  ages ;  and  this  vene¬ 
rable  monument  of  antiquity 
may  in  all  probability  have  been 
fucceffively  applied  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  temple,  the  fenate, 
and  the  forum. 

In  page  19  Brynbiga  is  faid  to 
be  now  denominated  Uik,  from 
this  an  Englishman  would  con- 
dude  that  the  former  name  is 
abfolute,  but  it  is  not  fo. 
Brynbiga  is  Rill  the  only  name 
by  which  a  Welfhman  knows 
this  town  ; — in  like  manner 
Crickhowell  is  in  Welfh  now 
called  Cerrig-howell,  and  De- 
vynnock  in  Breconfhire,  laid  to 
he  three  miles,  is  near  fix  miles 
from  Gaer. 

It  is  difficult  pofitively  to  af- 
certain  the  writer’s  meaning 
when  he  treats  upon  Britifh 
gardens,  and  whether  the 
flowers  which  he  fays  were 
deemed  natives  of  Gwent  or 
Glamorganfhire  were  tranfpl  ant¬ 
ed  by  the  Roman  legions  from 
Italy  into  this  country,  or  vice 
verfa,  does  not  fufficiently  or 
clearly  appear,  it  is  no  proof 
that  thofe  he.  mentions  are  not 


indigenous  in  this  country  ; 
that  the  names  by  which  they 
are  now  known  referable  the 
Englifh,  as  it  is  not  impro¬ 
bable  that  when  the  Romans  or 
Englifh  difeovered  a  flower  or 
an  herb  peculiar  to  Wales,  they 
adopted  or  continued  the  appella¬ 
tion  given  it  by  the  inhabitants, 
only  altering  the  termination, 
to  fuit  the  idiom  of  their  lan¬ 
guages;  thyme,  mint,  melon, 
peas,  beet,  fennel,  may  therefore, 
(if  we  had  no  further  informa¬ 
tion  upon  the  fubjedf  than  an 
inference  from  a  Similarity  of 
found)  as  well  be  iuppofed  to 
be  alterations  or  corruptions  of 
the  WelSh  words  teim,  mintys, 
melwn,  pyfen,  betyfen,  fleidgl, 
as  the  WelSh  of  the  Englifh, 
but  it  is  not  true  that  there  are 
no  names  in  the  original  Britifh 
for  feveral  others  here  mention¬ 
ed.  The  names  now  ufed  in 
common  converfation  certainly 
referable  the  Englifh,  but  they 
have  claflical  and  radical  Welfh 
words  for  moR  of  them,  as  the 
violet  y  Crinllys,  y  meddygyn, 
and,  from  its  three  leaves, 
llyfiau’r  drindod,  the  lily  yr 
allaw  yr  eleRr,  the  cucumber 
y  chwerwddwr,  the  lettuce  y 
golaeth  or  gwylaeth,  the  raddiSh 
rhuddigl  or  huddigl,  and  the 
bean  y  ffaen;  and  though  we 
may  be  compelled  to  give  up 
the  poplar  and  the  box,  it  is  not 
fo  clear  that  the  names  of  the 
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elm  and  beech  are  not^  pure 
Britifh.  The  words  llwyfen  or 
llywyfanen,  and  fiawdden,  by 
which  thofe  trees  are  called,  be¬ 
ing  of  very  early  ufe  in  Wales. 

i 

Morgan  may  as  well  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  derived  from  Mawr- 
gan,  of  high  or  illuftrious  birth, 
as  Morgan,  born  at  lea.  In  the 
Gallic  language,  which  is  of  the 
fame  origin,  and  indeed  one  and 
the  lame  with  the  Welfh  mawr, 
great  or  illuftrious,  is  pronounc¬ 
ed  mor.  There  is  no  fuch 
Welfh  word  as  Penraith,  in  the 
fenfe  here  fuppofed;  Penrhaith 
is  indeed  ufed  in  Howrell  Dda’s 
laws  for  a  defendant  who  cleared 
himfelf  by  compurgation,  but 
cannot  be  tranflated  either 
by  fupreme  king  of  the  ifland, 
or  a  king,  or  prince  of  a  dif- 
tridl. 

In  page  3,  cymru,  which  has 
in  two  or  three  inftances  in  the 
beginning  of  this  work,  been 
fpelt  Cumru,  is  by  miftake  or 
inadvertency,  faid  to  be  the  ap¬ 
pellation  of  the  nation,  whereas 
the  nation  is  called  y  cymry, 
and  the  country,  cymru.  The 
Morgans  of  Tredegar,  Machen, 
and  Llantarnam,  are  defcended 
from  Cadifor  fawr,  of  Blan- 
cych,  Lord  of  Dyfed,  who 
died  2d  William  Rufus,  and  not 
from  Jcftin  ap  Gwrgan.  The 
pedigree  of  this  antient  family, 
from  a  MS.  believed  to  be  au¬ 


thentic,  will  be  found  at  the 
end  of  thefe  remarks  ;  this  error 
the  hiftorian  of  Monmouthftiire 
will  conftderas  trifling  and  of  no 
importance,  but  when  he  re- 
colledts  to  whom  and  of  whom 
he  writes,  he  muft  be  told  that 
upon  fuch  a  fubjedt,  though  the 
fault  may  be  habitual,  it  is 
hardly  venial,  and  that  to  trifle 
with  the  feelings  of  the  dcfc en- 
dants  of  Caradoc  upon  fo  tender 
a  topic  is  a  kind  of  leze  dignite  j 
a  crime  of  which  it  is  but  fair 
and  candid  and  confonant  to  the 
Practice  and  Mercy  of  the 
W elfli  college  of  arms  to  cau¬ 
tion  him,  that  he  is  in  eminent 
danger  of  being  convidted  upon 
his  own  confefTion. 

The  order  for  the  mafiacre  of 
the  bards  by  Edward  the  firft, 
which  this  author,  as  well  as  fe- 
veral  others,  aflerts  with  fo 
much  confidence,  bep-ins  to  be 
no  more  than  an  hiftorical  doubt; 
certain  it  is  no  writer  of  authen¬ 
ticity  has  fully  eftablifhed  it. 
The  tradition  in  Wales  is  eafily 
accounted  for  from  the  venera¬ 
tion  entertained  for  them  in 
that  country  in  their  two-fold 
capacities  of  prieft  and  poet,  the 
former  of  which  characters  they 
in  a  great  meafure  retained  for 
fometime  after  the  introduction 
of  chriftianity,  king  Edward  the 
firft,  probably  knowing  the  eft 
fedis  of  thefe  admonitions  and 
fongs  upon  their  countrymen 
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in  thefe  ages  u  called  favage” 
and  feeling  no  more  refpedt  for 
them  than  the  enlightened  repub¬ 
lican  of  France  of  the  prefent 
day  do  for  a  trumpeter,  a  drum¬ 
mer,  or  a  lifer,  might  have  en¬ 
couraged  his  foldiers  to  mix  their 
carcafes  with  the  vulgar  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  inciting  them  to  what 
he  called  rebellion ;  an  enormity 
which  the  Britifh  confidered  as 
facriiege,  which  they  of  courfe 
faw  with,  horror,  and  have  endea¬ 
voured  to  perpetuate  with  in¬ 
famy  ;  but  it  remains  to  be  fa- 
tisfaddorily  proved  that  he  had 
any  particular  diflike  to  this 
order,  further  than  was  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  and  prefervation  of  his 
government  over  a  conquered 
country,  or  further  than  he 
conceived  their  principles  and 
precepts  were  incompatible  with 


the  fafety  of  his  perfon  and 
power,  as  does  likewile  the 
Hiftorian’s  a  (Tertian  in  page  206, 
that  by  an  effort*  of  fimilar 
barbarity,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
Y.  the  order  narrowly  efcaped 
extermination,  in  as  much  as 
no  fuch  effort  appears  to  have 
been  made;  and  he  will  do  well 
hereafter  to  quote  the  ftatute  of 
that  king  referred  to  in  the  note, 
as  it  has  been  unaccountably 
omitted  in  fome  editions  of  our 
Legum  Scriptarum.  It  would 
indeed  have  appeared  extraordi¬ 
nary  that  Mr.  Williams  fhould 
even  feem  to  feel  a  pleafure  in 
recording  that  the  bardic  fuc- 
ceffion  has  been  preferred  to 
the  prefent  time,  among  the 
hills  of  Glamorgan  and  Gwent, 
were  it  not  well  known  that 
a  perfon  to  whom  he  acknow¬ 
ledges  himfelf  indebted  for  in- 


*  The  author  is  more  fortunate  in  his  quotation,  or  rather  allufion  to  a  fiatute  of 
this  king,  as  to  affach,  or  rather  affache;  (q.  whence  derived  r)  in  this,  however,  he 
has'  not  accurately  followed  its  words.  The  grievance  which  this  oppreffive  law  is 
recited  to  be  intended  to  remedy,  is  that  the  Welfhmen  proceeded  not  only  by 
diflreffes,  taking  and  imprifoning  the  bodies  of  Englifhmen,  till  they  have  made 
them  gree  to  their  demands,  or  till  they  would  nxcufe  themfeives  by  one  affache,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  cuftom  of  Wales,  which  is  there  interpreted  to  be  by  the  oaths  of  three 
hundred  men  ;  but  alfo  by  indictment,  accufement  or  impeachment;  it  therefore 
enacts  that  no  quarrel,  action  or  demand  by  art  or  engine,  be  made  againft  any  of  his 
Anajefty’s  liege  people,  (meaning  the  Englifh)  upon  pain  of  treble  damages.  The 
definition  in  this  ftatute  of  the  affache,  or  compurgation,  is  different,  it  is  obfervable, 
from  that  mentioned  in  the  ftatute  of  Wales,  12  Edward  I.  “  Et  in  alus  quae  non 
u  poffent  probaric  per  videntes  et  pudientes  effet  pars  defendens  ad  purgationem  fuam 
m  aiiquando  cum  pluribus ,  aliquando  cum  paucioribus,  fecundum  qualitatem  &  quantita¬ 
te  tem  reivel  fadi,  See.”  And  Hywel  Dda  differs  from  both  thefe  ftatutes,  as  in  his 
laws,  in  one  cafe  48,  in  another  24,  in  another  10,  and  in  debt,  or  breach  of  con¬ 
tract  or  covenant,  6  compurgators,  4  of  the  father’s  fide,  and  2  of  the  mother’s,  are 
required. 

formation, 
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formation,  whofe  abilities,  if 
they  were  not  extravagant , 
might  be  uferully  employed  in 
the  fervice  of  Welfh  literature, 
claims  a  merit  from  fuch  a  for¬ 
tuitous  advantage,  if  indeed  it 
be  an  advantage,  or  if  it  could 
be  well  eftablilhed ;  and  at¬ 
tempts  to  revive  the  religous , 
but  ridiculous  mummeries  of 
ancient  druidifm.— -An  attempt 
which  every  true  lover  of  Bri- 
6 dr  poetry  will  defpife,  and 
cannot  avoid  condemning—  that 

u 

moil  admirable  fciencp  needs  no 
fupport,  receives  no  additional 
fplendor,  or  courts  applaufe 
from  meretricious  ornaments, 
from  fenfelefs  pantomime,  or 
“  from  Alban  Kevin.”  Exhi¬ 
bitions  to  make  the  vulgar  Rare, 
and  the  worfhipful  the  magis¬ 
trates  tremble  for  the  fate  of 
the  nation.  The  Britifl;  mufe 
is  as  refpedlable,  and  certainly 
a  more  comfortable  companion, 
by  the  hre-fide,  as  on  the  top 
of  a  hill  f  ;  and  in  future  if  is 
hoped  thefe  Charlatanic  efforts 
for  fame  will  be  discontinued, 
as  they  are  defervedly  repro¬ 
bated  by  the  fober  and  difcreet 
part  of  our  countrymen. 


The  derivation  of  Herbert 
from  Hubert,  is  at  leaf!  doubt¬ 
ful,  bert  or  pert  does  not  mean 
beautiful,  but  exadtly  what  the 
Englifh  pretty  does,  of  which 
it  is  perhaps  a  corruption,  though 
of  Jong  Handing  ;  confequently 
Hirbert  could  be  as  prepoflerous 
in  Welfh  as  a  tall  dapper  fellow 
in  Englifh.  It  is  not  eyen  very 
certain  that  Herbert  is  of  Carn- 
bro-Britifh  origin,  though  the 
family  were  long  fettled  in 
Wales,  and  the  Marches;  fo 
well  fatisficd,  however,  is  our 
author  with  this  derivation,  that 
it  is  twice  repeated  in  the  couri'e 
of  a  few  pages, 

In  page  246,  we  are  told  that 
from  the  Hiflorian’s  own  knoiu- 
lege,  (it  is  difficult  to  believe  his 
kpow lege  to  be  fo  confined)  no 
inftitutions  or  regulations  have 
ever  occurred,  where  their  ob¬ 
jects  were  not  attainable  with 
more  fpeed,  promptitude  and 
certainty,  by  motives  of  juftice 
and  fair  intereft,  than  by  the 
fear  of  oppreffion.  Indeed ! 
does  ne  not  know  how  con¬ 
fide  rabl<s  a  portion  of  mankind 


.  *  ThiS  alIudcs  to  a  filly  attempt  lately  made  in  Glamonganlhire,  to  hold  fornething 
like  a  poetic  feffion  upon  a  hill,  preceded,  by  a  ridiculous  advertifement  or  hand  bill, 
M-hich  the  magiftrates,  knowing  the  harlequin  of  the  farce  to  be  of  democratic  prin¬ 
ciples,  apprehended  might  endanger  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  ;  they  therefore  very 
properly  prevented  his  riling  in  the  world,  leaft  when  he  got  to' the  fummit  he 
m.ght  beckon  to  Buonaparte,  and  bring  him  over  the  Britilh  channel  to  the  top  of 
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are  retrained  from  the  ccm- 


miffion  of  murder,  robbery,  and 
all  the  black  catalogue  of  crimes 
at  which  virtue  and  integrity 
revolt ;  not  becaufe  juRice  or 
their  own  intereR  profcribes 
them,  but  becaufe  the  fear  of 
punifhment  alone  prevents  them, 
he  will  perhaps  lay,  let  them 
be  inRruded  that  it  is  their  duty 
to  refrain  from  thefe  enormities, 
(as  it  certainly  is)  let  them  be 
enlightened  and  taught  how  to 
ad;  let  the  mifchiefs  of  Such 
condud  be  pointed  out  to  them  ; 
let  them  be  convinced  that  it  is 
their  own  intereft  to  live  up¬ 
rightly  and  honeflly,  and  then 
fee  the  refult.  Alas !  it  is  much 
to  be  lamented,  that  there  will 
.  be  neither  fpeed,  promptitude, 
or  certainty  in  the  experiment. 

The  author  is  miftaken  when 
he  fays,  that  Dafydd  ab  Gwilym 
would  be  now  rendered  David 
Williams.*  However  defirous 
he  may  be  to  affume  the  poet's 
name,  or  to  compel  the  poet  to 
adopt  his,  it  is  neceflary  to  in¬ 
form  the  Englifh  reader  (if  the 
correction  be  material)  that  there 
are  two  diflind  furnames  of 
Gwilym  and  Williams,  now 
in  common  ufe  in  Wales.  1  hey 
are  not  even  of  the  fame  family 
or  defcent,  whatever  he  may 
think  upon  the  fubjed :  his 
thoughts  are  indeed  Sometimes 


Singular;  for  inflafice,  in  page 
528,  we  are  told  the  peafant  is 
more  intelligent  and  more  amia¬ 
ble  than  the  artificer :  this  muft 
not,  and  cannot  be  admitted: 
their  manners  muft  certainly 
differ ;  and  the  flippancy  of  the 
latter  is  as  difagreeable  and  dif- 
guftmg  as  the  ruftic  dulnefs, 
the  drawling  dialed  and  vacant 
Rare  of  the  former ;  but  the 
principles  of  both  in  the  aggre¬ 
gate  are  much  the  lame.  Thofe 
who  talk  of  the  innocence  and 
Simplicity  of  a  country  life,  know 
little  of  it ;  it  has  vices  in  nearly, 
if  not  fully,  as  great  a  propor¬ 
tion,  though  of  a  different  de¬ 
scription,  as  are  met  with  in 
towns  or  manufadories,  and 
the  adive  virtues  certainly  a- 
bound  more  in  the  latter.  Why 
is  it  neceflary  then  in  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  large  capitals,  which 
become,  as  he  fays,  from  their 
magnitude  and  influence,  arbi¬ 
trary  power,  that  their  depen¬ 
dents  fhould  be  held  by  depraving 
or  enflaving  them — the  very  re- 
verfe  is  perhaps  the  fad,  as 
nothing  can  more  Securely  hold 
them  than  a  conflant  and  marked 
deteftation  of  depravity,  in  all 
its  Shapes,  an  uniform  example 
of  integrity  and  uprightnefs  in 
the  employer,  a  benevolent,  but 
discriminating  difpenfation  and 
exercife  of  the  wealth  or  power 
he  may  poffefs,  and  an  earneR 


#  We  do  not  fupport  the  Critic  in  this.  Editors , 
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endeavour  to  make  his  depen¬ 
dents  virtuous,  as  well  as  en¬ 
lightened.  But  perhaps  Mr. 
Williams  confiders  gratitude  and 
Jubor dination  to  the  perfon  from 
whom  they  receive,  and  upon 
whom  they  reciprocally  bellow 
a  benefit,  to  be  depravity  or 
ilavery. 

j  •  •  '  ;  {  ;  v .  ) 

In  page  330,  conje&ures  are 
formed  as  to  the  origin  or  de- 
finition  of  the  name  of  Vann: 
it  is  laid  it  may  be  derived  from 

J 

man,  a  place;  that  it  may  be 

J 

ol  Dutch  extraction,  or  that  it 
may  be  an  alteration  of  Fane  for 
Vane,  (which  in  Welffi  is  pro¬ 
nounced  in  the  fame  manner). 
The  prefent  proprietor  of  the 
efiate,  who  thinks  fa  profanely 
upon  fo  facred  a  fubject,  is  in¬ 
clined  to  prefer  the  latter  opi¬ 
nion. — Bann,  from  which  a 
Welfh  etymologiff,  in  compli¬ 
ment  to  the  family,  would  pro¬ 
bably  derive  the  name,  means 
tall,  lofty,  elevated ;  and  was 
given  them,  he  would  obferve, 
as  applicable  to  their  rank  and 
fituation  in  the  community, 
while  the  wicked  wag  who 
wi filed  to  humble  them,  would 
derive  it  from  Van  or  Man,* 
which  is  an  alteration  or  cor¬ 
ruption  of  vychan  or  bychan, 
little;  and  the  letter- writer,  in 
order  to  mortify  thefe  contro- 
:  verfialifts,  or  inhabitants  of  the 
;  province  of  the  Billingfgate  of 


literature ;  and  to  fhew  his  con¬ 
tempt  of  their  efforts  to  exalt  or 
debafe  him,  would  perhaps 
laugh  at  their  trouble,  and  de- 
fire  the  gentlemen  to  fettle  <the 
difpute  among  themfelves ;  but 
the  fact  is,  that  the  original 
family  name  was  De  Anne. 
They  fettled  at  firff  in  Corn¬ 
wall,  from  whence  Robert  de 
Anne  came  over  to  Marcrofs  in 
Glamorganshire,  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  third,  where  they 
remained  until  Paganus  de  Anne, 
in  the  22 d  Henry  the  fixth,  fold 
the  lordfhip  of  Elandough  and 
Saint  Mary-church,  in  that 
county,  to  a  Sir  William  Tho¬ 
mas  ;  and  in  four  generations 
afterwards,  they  are  found  at 
Marfhfield  and  Coldney,  in 
Monmouthfhire ;  in  die  latter 
of  which  places,  a  Charles  Vann 
married,  in  1643,  Blanch,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Morgan 
of  Machen :  how  they  after¬ 
wards  came  into  the  Llangwern 
efiate,  is  not  at  this  moment 
within  the  remarker’s  knowlege. 
The  two  laft  lines  of  page.  333, 
and  the  two  firff  of  the  folio w- 
ing  page,  are  unintelligible,  and 
probably  may  as  well  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  remain  fo. 

A  moft  ridiculous  attempt  at 
etymology,  by  a  correfpondent, 
occurs  in  N°.  1.  of  the  appendix. 
Tom  Barlam  near  Rhifca,  is 
faid  to  be  a  corruption  of  Turn, 

H  fi  %  (an 
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(an  abbreviation  perhaps 
T ummas)-ulus  and  Berthlan, 
mighty  potentate  in  Wales, 
whom  it  is  very  extraordinary 
the  annotator  does  not  know  ; 
but  unfortunately  honed;  Tom 
Barlam,  or  more  properly  from 
his  diminutive  “  Tumulus,”  lit¬ 
tle  Tommy  Barlam,  Berthlan, 
or  Berllan,  anglice  Orchard , 
turns  out,  inftead  of  a  mighty  po¬ 
tentate,  to  be  nothing  more  than 
Twyn  Barlwm,  Bare-bufh  Hil¬ 
lock  .rifum  teneatis!  though 
the  author  of  this  hi  dory  does 
not  affefit  a  profound  knowlege 
in  the  British  language,  he  cer¬ 
tainly  has  more  than  a  fufficient 
acquaintance  with  it  to  have 
correfited  this  truly  ridiculous 
flight  of  fancy  of  his  correfpon- 
dent’s  correfpondent. 

In  this  appendix,  however, 
there  is  much  curious  matter, 
and  much  entertainment  for  the 
antiquarian,  thrown  in  higgledy 
piggledy,  as  if  it  were  to  mend 
the  bargain,  and  dll  up  the 
book. 

Several  errors  and  inaccura¬ 
cies,  perhaps,  of  the  prefs,  fome 
flrange  phrafes,  and  falfe  fped 
lings,  particularly  from  the  au¬ 
thor’s  correfpondents,  beddes 
thofe  already  noticed,  occur  in 
the  work  ;  of  the  fird  kind  are, 

The  county  lends  300  men 


“  to  the  militia,”  indead  of  240. 
u  Excufes  of,”  indead  of  “  Ex- 
“  cufesfor.”  Page  27,  Gwch- 
hwydir,  or  Gwenthera  (the 
wife  of  Arthur)  indead  of  Gwen- 
hwyfar.  Howard  and  W albief, 
(among  the  families  accompa¬ 
nying  Bernard  Newmark,  into 
Breconfliire)  indead  of  Havard 
and  WalbeofF,  Cadcll  Glyn 
Ydrigul,  tranflated  the  Cadle 
near  the  river  Ydrigul,  indead 
of  the  Cadle  in,  or  of  the  Yale 
of  Ydrigul.  Cradoc  of  Llan- 
carvan,  is  faid  to  have  called 
the  Lord  of  Mold  and  Hopedale 
(Hapredale  is  the  word  he  ufes, 
though  Hopedale  is  meant). 
EuAace  de  Oreer,  indead  of 
Euftace  de  Omer,  which  is  the 
name  Cradoc  gives  him.— -Gam 
(fed  re£te  cam)  is  faid  to  mean 
crooked,  exclufively  in  W ales, 
whereas,  it  is  ufed  commonly' 
for  one-eyed,  and  fometimes  for 
any  deficiency  or  defect  of  a 
member ;  and  Mortimer’s  Crofs 
is  faid  to  be  at  a  fmall  didance 
from  Hereford,  indead  of  Leo- 
minder  : — Of  the  fecond  kind 
are  the  following,  “  Plains  of 
u  jrionotonous  unanimated  green." 
flight  analogies  to  a  fenfe  of 
property ,”  perhaps  propriety 
is  meant,  but  it  is  then  barely 
intelligible.  “  The  prompt  an- 
“  nihilation  of  the  human  race.” 
Page  34,  “  Shaded  by  exhala- 
“  tions  of  human  blood.”  i(  De- 


CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796. 
of 


He  fhould  have  faid  Bare  to  Jit  hillocks.  Editors. 
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of  the  MORGANS’S  of  TRED 


Referred  to 


Cadifor  faur,  of  Blaencuch,  Lord  of 
Lord  of  Cilfant.  Arg. 


Bledri,  Lord  of  Lived,  buried  at  Llano 
fydd  ap  Cydrych,  Lord  of  Gwinfe.  C 


Rhys.  Ivor  ap  Bledri,  Lord  of!! 
Sais.  Arg.  a  Griffin  ramp.  Sa.— Th 


Llev  ELYN,Ld.of  St. Clare’s, m.LLEici,  D.ofGryffydd  apBeli,  Ld.  of  Gwuilfield,  inPowil 


Ifor,  m.  >,est,  D.  oi  Cradoc  ap  Madoc  ap  Idnerth  ap  Cadwgan  ap  Eliftan  Glodrydd? 


Llewelyn,  m.  Angharad,  I),  of  Sir  Morgan  Meredith,  Knt 

I 


Morgan,  m.  Mawd,  D.  of  Gwylym) 
ap  Gronw  ap  Llywarch,  Ld.  of  Cybor.  \ 


Margaret,  m.  Trahaern-Meu- 

rig. 

t - - - - -A. _ 


\ 


I 


Llewelyn  Trehaern,  m.  Jennet,) 
L).  oi  David  Vaughan,  of  Rhydodyn.  ^ 


Philip  Morgan,  of 
Langflon,  m.  Gwen  U.  D.  of  Sir  John 
Norris,  of  Penlline. 


Lvan  Llewelyn  Morgan,  m.  a  D. 
ot  Llewelyn  Powell  Fychan. 

— ’  •  ■  -  ■  ■  —  ■  »A>  _ _ _ 


Sir  John  Morgan, Knt.  oftheSepulchre,  ) 
m.J en NET,D.ofJ.D.Matthew,ofLandaff.  \ 

I 


Jenkin 

Gwylyrr 

faySyflil 

Tho 


Sir  Morgan  John,  of  Tredegar,  Knt.) 

tv.  \/T  »  TV  ~ro:_HP  a  t _  /*?»  ,  v 


Morgan  Jenk 


m.  M  a  r  y,  D.ofSirT.Morgan,ofPencoed 

/ — —  ■  ■  ■  .  -K* 


John  Morgan,  m.  Marga-)  Thom  as  M.  of  Machen,  m.  the  D.  of 
ret  Richard,  of  Dyffrin.  J  Roger  Vaughan,  of  Talgarth. 

t - A~- 


Roger  Vaugha 


John  Morgan,  Efq.  m.  Lettice,  D. ) 

of  Sir  George  Herbert.  j 


John  M.  m.  Anne,  D.  of)  f  i 

Thomas  Gwylym.  \  Rowland  M.  m. ")  Raynald  John  of  Edmund  of  1 

Bl.  A  ntcw  n  nfW  L  r» _ 11 _  f 


SirT.  Morgan, 
n  D.  of  John  Wil 


J .  T.  of  Treowen.  ^ 


—A,. 


r- - - - - r 

William  Morgan,  of  Win- 
flon. 


A 


Baflaleg  Penllwyn-  V 

Sarph.  }  Sir.  W.  Morgai 
D.  of  Sir  Gil 


Whliam  Morgan,  m.  Catherine, 
D.  ot  Thomas  Bodenham. 


}  ThomasMorganpu.Eliz.D.)  Henry M.m.CA.D.of) 


John  Morgan,  m.  Elizabeth,  D. ) 
*of  Sir  Edward  Stradling,  Knt.  \r 


1  T  1  1 

Sir  W.  Morgan,  of  Tre-  )  JnOHN’ 
degar,m.  aD.ofW.Wyn-  s  °  \ 

ter,  of  Glofterthire.  J  Triarf ' 


ofRog.  Bodenham,  of  Rothcras.  $  W.KemeysofStMelan’s  f 

I  J  Sir  T.  Morgai 

of  Sir  Geon 


Th om  AsM.ofLanromney,m.C ath.  ) 

TA  . f  T?  l  J  n.l. n.t-  ^  J  !  .  j ‘  r 


.-A,. 


Thomas  Morgan,  ofTredegar,  m. 


~>r 


D.  of  Rich.  Herbert,  of  Cardiff. 


''Rachel,  Sifter  of  and  CoheTr  with /w.Morg an, m.Exiz.D.of)  Edward.  Robert. 

I J  n  I  !-i  I  H  I  I  /MA  1-  A  n  IN  XT  XTT  U  A  h  /-V  I,.,,!  V  O  * f  I  '  Hi  ,C  f*T»  1  •  /* 


x  r  ,  ^  ^  *  C-IAIYT#  vlvu  Jx  IN  J  XJ|«  X  J  LIZ/*  JL/  #ui  > 

Miles  Morgan,  m.  Catherine,  D. )  Ralph,  Ld.  Hopton,  by  whom  he  had  JSirT.Morgan.ofRhiwperra.  ( 
X)t  Rowland  Morgan.  {  J flue  a  D.  whomS. Trevor W.Bart.T.  I 

M.m.2dly,aD.of- — WyndhaminSom.  ) 


.-K. 


\ 


Sir  W.  M 
a  2d.  Brot 
a  3d.  Broti 


I 


-A,. 


Thomas,  m.  a  D.  ot  Sir  J  W.  Morgan,  m  .Blanch,) 
Nich.  Kemeys,  Bart.  5  D.ofHarryKemeys,andWi-  v 


r~  — - ^ 

W.  Morgan,  m.  Blanch.  D.  of)  Thomas  Morgan. 
W.  Morgan,  of  Derw.  J 


-dow  of  Ho.  Games.  } 


To  fat 


iedegar,  MACHEN,  LLANTARNAM,  &c. 


'cd  to  in  Page  463. 


1— — - A - - - — X 

’  •'Orel  of  Dyfed,  m.  Elen,  D.  of  Llwchlawen  faur, 
Arg.  a  Lion  ramp.  Gard.  Sa. 

J  — : - A  n 

JdLlangadock,  1119,  m.  Cl  yd  wen,  D.  of  Gryf- 
'dnfe.  Arg.  3  Bull’s  Heads,  cab.  Sa.  Arm.  Or. 

- — _ -A- _ . _ -  _  ^ 

^d  of  St. Clare’s,  m.  Tanglwst,  D.  of  Iiywel 
»i  >a.— The  Arms  which  the  Family  now  bear. 

T  I 


\ 


Ivor  Hael,  of  Werngleppa,  m.  Nest, 
D.  of  Rhun  ap  Gronw  ap  Llywarch. 


I 

A 


Philip  Morgan,  m.  Nest,  D.  of  Hywel^ 
Melyn,  from  him  are  defeended  the  Lewis  of 
St.  Pierre’s. 


enkin Morgan,  m.  Oath.  D.  of 
rwylym  Llewelyn  ap  Hywel,  or  as  ors 
liy  Syffil,D.ofSir  J.Wellh,Knt.  orasors 
Thomas  Welfh,  of  Llanywern. 


,A 


if 


Thom  As,mjENNET,D.ofLlew. 
Fychan,  Llewelyn,  ap  Cynfrig. 


I 


TgNha;"ofmiridwardS;.°fl2d,y>  Marc  D.  of  Matthew  hen. 


Morgan,  m.  a  D.  of  Llewelyn  > 
Powell  Fychan  Powell.  y 


~A_ 


RGA.N,ofPencoed,  iii.Jane,  > 
i hn  Will.  Herbert,  ofltton.  5 


John  HiR,m.aD.  ofTho.  Ner- 
_ _  ber,  of  Caitleton. 


} 


Trahaern  Morgan,  nO 
Jennet,  D.  of  H.  Done,  of 
Pidton,  by  whom  he  had 


DRGAN,Knt.m. Florence,  >  John  M.  of  Caerleon,  m.  Eliz,  >  ^°!!! 
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“  pofitions  of  coal,”  and  “  Fe- 
“  male  heirs.”— Of  the  laft  fort 
are,  Skynfrith,  vice  fcenffrith  ; 
Cwnjoy.v.CwmyoyorCwmioy; 
Blorens,  v.  Blorange;  Mynyth, 
v.  Mynidd;  Cwmru,  v.  Cymry  ; 
Dyfnwal  and  Dyfneval  Moel- 
mut,  v.  Dyfnwal  Moel  Mud; 
accelerating,  and  teffe//ating, 
in  two  or  three  places ;  wfc  and 
wfg,  vice  W yfc  ;  Neuath,  v. 
Neuadd ;  Kerrigkinnin,v.Carreg 
cynan ;  Ennyfid,  v.  Ednyfed  ; 
Skyrrid,  v.  Scyrrid  ;  Caer  Vran- 
gon,  v.  Caer  Wrangon;  Wen- 
ny,  v.  Fenny,  pronounced  Yen- 
ny;#  Seiflylt,  v.  Sitfyllt ;  Llan- 
padarn,  (though,  perhaps,  de¬ 
rived  from  Saint  Paternus)  v. 
Llanbadarn ;  Llanfanfride  paf- 
fim,  v.  Llanfantfread ;  Duffring 
and  Alterennes,  in  the  Appendix, 
v.  Duffrin ;  and  Allt  yr  ynis  ; 
Futhock,  v.  Ffawddog,  a  place 
abounding  in  beech-trees ;  and 
Nawddlliwed,  inftead  of  Nawdd- 
lluoedd,  the  defence  or  pro- 
tedtorof  armies,  or  a  multitude.f 
The  author  is,  indeed,  fingular 
in  his  mode  of  fpelling;  the 
Welfti  words  are  neither  fpelt  as 


they  are  by  a  Welfti  man,  nor 
are  they  fpelt  fo  as  to  convey 
the  found  to  an  Englifhman, 
which,  as  he  writes  principally 
to  the  latter,  might  be  excufed, 
il  not  commended  :  for  instance, 
Neuath,  if  written  for  a  Britifh 
eye,  fhould  be  Neuadd,  if  for 
an  Englifh,  Nyath — explaining 
that  the  two  laft  letters  are  foft 
as  in  “  the.” — -Perhaps  he  will 
condefcend ,  in  a  future  edition, 
to  be  at  the  pains  to  corredt  and 
remove  the  hrft  and  laft  of  thefe 
objections  ;  and  to  explain  the 
fecond,  which  is  the  foie  end 
for  which  thefe  remarks  were 
intended. 

As  to  the  plates,  by  Meffrs. 
Gardnor  and  Hill,  the  truth  mull 
out— it  is  impoftibie  to  avoid 
faying, 

Sunt— multa  mediocria,  plurima  mala^ 

but  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that 
they  are  numerous,  and  therefore 
may  be  deemed  good  at  the 
price. 


*  Both  wrong:  it  fhould  be  Evjsnni. 

f  Ncnvddlliwed,  the  defence  of  the  multitude  5  Nawdd  Huoedd,  the  defence  of  at- 
Tnies.  Editors . 
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From  Dr.  D  a  vies,  of  Mallwy.d,  to  Sir  John  Wynn,  of  Gwydtr, 
refp effing  the  Publication  the  Latin- Weldi  Dictionary  of 
Thomas  Williams,  M.  D. 


To  the  right  worfoipful ,  and  my  worthy  good  Friend ,  Sir  John 
Wynn ,  Knight  and  Baronet ,  at  Gwedyr . 


Right  wordripful  and  right 
worthy  Sir, 

j 

With  remembrance  of  all 
dutiful  refpe&s,  and  hearty 
thank s)  for  your  many  favors 
unto  me,  for  many  years  pad :  I 
have  been  long  dellrous,  as  I 
think  it  is  not  unknown  unto 
you,  to  fee  my  old  good  friend,  Sir 
Thomas  ap  William  his  Dic¬ 
tionary  ;  not  fo  much  for  any 
excellent  perfection,  I  could 
conceive  to  be  in  the  work ;  as 
for  the  great  pains,  I  know  the 
author  had  taken  to  gather  it ; 
and,  whom,  my  coufin  Robert 
Vaughan  tells  me,  you  are 
pleafed,  I  fir  all  have  the  book, 
upon  condition,  I  will  fee  it 
printed ;  and  afcribe  all  the  glory 


to  Thomas  ap  William,  and  de¬ 
dicate  it  unto  you.  If  it  pleafe 
you  that  I  fhall  fee  it,  I  wall, 
God  wailing,  perufe  it,  in  the 
bed  manner  I  can ;  and  if  I 
fir  all  fee  it  fit  for  the  prefs,  I 
will  acquaint  you  therewith, 
and  will  bellow  any  pains  I  can, 
for  the  fetting  out  of  it,  without 
expeClation  of  glory  or  gain  by 
it ;  refpeding  only  the  good  of 
my  country,  and  leaving  the 
honour,  wdrolly  to  the  author, 
and  the  gain,  to  whom  you  fhall 
appoint.  And  if  the  author 
have  dedicated  to  you,  his  de¬ 
dication  fhall  Hand  ;  if  not,  the 
printing  of  it,  at  your  cod,  will 
be  a  fudicient  dedication  ;  for  I 
know,  you  will  not  expeCf  I 
drall  be  at  any  charge,  being 

very 


471 


LETTERS, 


very  willing,  for  the  country’s 
good,  and  the  author’s  glory, 
and  your  credit,  and  another 
man’s  gain,  to  beftow  my  pains 
and  labour  freely.  So,  in  hade, 
with  my  daily  prayer  for  your 
health  and  welfare,  I  take  my 
leave,  and  ever  reft  your  much 
bounden,  and  very  affured,  to 
be  commanded  in  what  I  can, 

John  Davies. 
At  Mall  old ,  this  26  th 
Jag.  1623. 


From  the  fame  to  the  fame ,  on 
the  fame  Subject . 

Ho  the  right  worjhipful ,  my  wor¬ 
thy  and  good  Friend ,  Sir  'John 
KPynn,  Knight  and  Baronet. 

Right  worthy  Sir, 

I  received  your  letter,  and  am 
forry  Mr.  Pigot  did  not  deliver 
it  me,'  before  he  went  to  Lian- 
orin,  efpecially,  going  in  that 
fort,  he  went ;  but  now,  I  hope, 
within  this  fortnight,  he  and  I 
fhall  end  the  difference,  without 
troubling  an  other  ;  for  I  am  very 
loath  to  go  to  law  with  a  man 
of  his  eftate;  efpecially,  being 
one  that  is  fo  much  refpedled  by 
yourfelf,  to  whom  I  have  ever 
been  fo  much  beholding.  Con- 
cerning  the  Dictionary,  you 
know  fo  great  a  volume  cannot 


be  printed  without  very  great 
charge,  which,  I  know,  no 
printer  will,  by  any  means,  un¬ 
dergo;  being  that  the  printers 
conceive  fo  fmall  hope  of  gain 
by  our  Welfli  books  :  now  who 
fhall  bear  that  charge  is  the  firft 
thing  to  be  conftdered ;  and 
furely,  the  book  had  need  be 
firft  corrected  in  diverfe  places  ; 
and  being  of  the  author’s  hand¬ 
writing,  muft  ail  be  tranfcribed 
before  any  printer  (of  any  other 
language  efpecially)  can  read  it. 
And  what  authority  I  fhall  have 
over  it,  lieth  in  your  pleafure. 
I  will  not,  God  willing,  be 
wanting,  in  any  endeavour  I 
can,  to  further  the  printing  of 
it.  So,  with  my  fervice,  1  pray 
God  blefs  vou  and  yours  ;  and 
reft  your’s,  to  be  commanded  in 
any  office  I  may  perform. 

John  Davies. 
Mall  old,  this  3d  of  Nov. 

1623. 


From  the  fame  to  the  fame ,  on 
the  fame  Subject . 

To  the  right  worfhipfuj  my  very 
good  Friend ,  Sir  John  tVynn , 
Knight  and  Baronet ,  at  Gwy- 
dyr. 

Right  worthy  good  Sir, 

When  I  writte  unto  you 
concerning  Llanorin,  and  Glyn 
H  h  4  Caerig, 
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Caerig,  I  am  perfuadcd  I  could 
have  done  the  lcflee,  Mr.  Lewis 
Gwynn,  for  your  fake,  fonne 
pleafure,  by  caufing  a  friend  to 
take  the  alignment  of  his  leafe, 
or  by  fome  other  means ;  but 
now  Mr.  Pugh,  of  Mathafarn* 
hath  taken  all  the  parfonage  for 
two  years,  except  one  town- 
lliip ;  and  hath  paid  a  good  part 
of  the  money  aforehand:  it  is 
beyond  my  power,  or  any  man’s 
in  this  country,  to  further  any 
man  in  that  budnefs. 

\ 

If  there  were  any  fervice  in 
tlieie  parts  that  lay  in  my  power 
to  perform  unto  you,  or  your 
fons,  I  fhould  be  very  glad  to 
do  my  endeavour  to  it. — As  for 
the  Dictionary,  I  am  neither 
forgetful  of  it,  nor  lefs  than 
abafhed,  that  I  kept  it  fo  long, 
and  could  do  fo  little  good  in  it ; 
and  I  have  longed  to  fee  fome 
trufty  meflenger  by  whom  I 
might  acquaint  you,  how  the 
cale  flood  with  me  for  it.  Be¬ 
fore  you  wifhed  me  to  get  it 
copied  verbatim,  I  had  thought, 
as  I  writ  before,  to  go  over  it 
by  abbreviating  and  correcting 
it :  But,  undemanding  your 
pleafure,  I  went  no  further  in 
that  courfe,  and,  according  to 
your  will,  I  got  fome  to  copy  it 
by  parts, 

1  faw  their  copying  of  it 
would  do  no  good ;  and  now  it 


lieth  by  me,  and  do  nothing  to 
it,  till  I  know  your  further  plea¬ 
fure.  I  fend  you  herein  en- 
clofed,  the  lad  fheet  of  the  copy 
you  wifhed  to  be  made,  being 
the  bed  and  trued  that  is  writ¬ 
ten.  So,  befeeching  the  Lord 
of  heaven  to  blefs  you  and 
your’s,  I  ever  red,  at  your 
fervice,  in  any  thing  I  can. 

John  Davies. 
Malloid ,  15°  Mali  y 
1625. 


From  Dr.  Davies  to  Mr.  Owen 
Wynriy  of  Gwydir. 

Fo  my  very  worthy  good  Friend , 
Mr.  Owen  TVynn  of  Gwydir. 

I  received  vour  letter,  and 

j  7 

yield  you  the  very  bearded 
thanks,  for  your  remembrance 
of  me,  and  for  fending  unto  me, 
upon  fo  able  a  medage,  and 
efpecially  for  fending  the  hearer, 
whom  I  did  long  to  be  acquaint¬ 
ed  with.  It  is  true,  that,  upon 
your  good  father’s  defire,  I  un¬ 
dertook  the  review  of  the  Weldi 
Dictionary  of  Sir  Thomas  ap 
William ;  but  I  dwelt  fo  far 
from  your  wrorthy  father,  and 
my  then  troubles,  occafioned 
by  Mr.  Pigot,  hindered  my  re¬ 
pair  to.  him,  fo  that  it  was  a 
good  wdiile  before  your  father 
refolved  what  to  do ;  clfe  it  had 

been 
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been  ready  long  ago;  but,  at 
lad,  refolving,  of  courfe,  with 
myfelf,  I  began  upon  it  April 
lad,  among  other  my  many 
bufmeffefs,  I  made  an  end  of  it, 
with  God’s  aflidance,  upon  Sa¬ 
turday  lad,  and  die  wed  it  the 
bearer,  and  have  much  abridged 
it,  and,  in  fome  places,  enlarged 
it :  but  my  own  Dictionary, 
which  I  began  dnce  the  year 
J  593,  I  do  but  begin  to  write 
fair,  yet,  I  hope,  it  will  be 
ready  by  the  beginning  of  hum¬ 
mer,  if  it  fo  pleale  God.  Sir 
Thomas  ap  William  hath  the 
Latin  fird,  and  the  Welfh  fol¬ 
lowing:  And  mine  hath  the 

Welfh  fird,  and  the  Latin  after ; 

)  ■ 

and  both  will  not  much  exceed 
the  bulk  of  Sir  Thomas’s  Dic¬ 
tionary,  as  it  is  written  by  him- 
felf.  As  for  the  charge  of  print¬ 
ing  it,  your  father  once  defired 
to  know  it,  and  I  fent  him  an- 
fwer,  that  it  wmuid  be  fome 
LXXYII  pounds,  wdiereof  your 
father  was  contented  to  diiburfe 
but  XLI.  but  I  underdood,  by 
your  letter,  that  your  noble  bro¬ 
ther  doth  intend  a  greater  pro¬ 
portion.  The  charge  of  the 
corrector,  to  attend  the  printing, 
will  come  to  ^60.  or  .£70.  more. 
If  it  pleafe  Sir  Richard  to  make 
tryal  of  friends,  and  to  fee  wdiat 
may  be  had  towards  that  charge, 
and  that  he  be  pleafed  I  may 
hear  from  him,  I  will  make 
the  more  fpeed,  and  endeavour 
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to  be  fully  ready  before  Midfum- 
mer. 

I  fend  you  a  couple  of  Cate- 
chifms ;  I  have  but  fome  ten  or 
twelve  of  500,  I  printed  1621, 
elfe  I  would  have  fent  you  more. 
So,  with  my  lervice,  remem¬ 
bered  to  your  worthy  brother 
and  yourlelf,  I  pray  God  blels 
you,  and  all  your’s,  and  red,  at 
your  command, 

John  Davies. 

P.  S.  You  have  fome  books 
in  your  cuftody,  which  I  fhould 
be  very  glad  to  have  the  fight, 
and  if  I  may  intreat  the  loan  of 
them,  the  bearer  will  fend  them 
me;  and  I  will,  God  willing, 
keep  them  fafely,  and  return 
them  honedlv. 

J 

Mall oid,  23°  Jan, 

1627. 


From  Mr.  Robert  Vaughan ,  to 
the  mojl  Reverend  James 
I’jher,  Archbljhop  of  Armagh, 

Reverend  Father,  &c. 

In  purfuance  of  your  requed, 
and  my  promife,  I  have  at  lad 
fent  you  the  Annals  of  Wales, 
as  out  of  the  ancient  copy  which 
you  faw  with  me  :  I  did  faith¬ 
fully  tranflate  them  into  the 

Englifh 
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Englifh  tongue,  as  near  as  I 
could,  word  for  word  ;  where¬ 
in  (knowing  my  weaknefs)  I 
laboured  not  fo  much  to  render 
a  fweet  harmony  of  fpeech,  as 
the  plain  and  fimple  phrafe  ol 
that  age  wherein  it  was  written ; 
which  I  thought  would  pleale 
you  belt,  though  happily  with 
others  it  will  not  fo  well  relifh; 
be  pleafed  to  receive  it  as  a 
token  from  him  that  honours 
your  worth:  as  you  read  it,  I 
pray  you  correct  it,  for  I  know 
it  hath  need. — There  was  a  leaf 
wanting  in  my  book,  which  de¬ 
feat  (viz.  from  900,  to  An.  950) 
and  feme  paffages  belides,  I  was 
fain  to  make  up  out  of  other 
ancient  copies ;  whereof,  though 
we  have  many  in  Wales,  yet, 
but  few  that  agree  verbatim 
with  one  another.  And  I  be¬ 
lieve  fome  miftakings  will  be 
found  in  times  of  fome  tranfac- 
tions  in  this  book,  if  they  be 
narrowly  examined,  as  in  the 
very  frontifpiece  of  this  author, 
we  find,  in  raoft  copies,  that 
Cadwraladr  went  to  Rome,  An. 
680,  or  the  year  after,  as  it  is 
in  my  copy.  Neverthelefs,  it 
is  confefifed  and  granted  by  all  of 
them,  that  the  great  mortality 
happened  in  that  year  he  went 
to  Rome;  but  I  find  no  men¬ 
tion  of  any  extraordinary  mor¬ 
tality  of  people  that  happened 
about  anno  680,  and,  therefore, 
I  think  it  is  not  very  likely  that 


Cadwaladr’s  going  to  Rome  was 
deferred  to  that  year.  More¬ 
over,  venerable  Bede,  and  other 
ancient  writers,  do  affirm,  that 
the  great  mortality  fell  664, 
about  the  22 d  year  of  king 
Ofwi’s  reign  over  Northumber¬ 
land,  in  whole  time  Cadwaladr 
lived  and  reigned ;  as  is  manifeft 
from  the  trad!  which  is  added 
to  fome  copies  of  Nennius, 
(if  I  may  give  credit  to  that  cor¬ 
rupt  copy  of  it  which  I  have)  in 
the  words  following :  44  Olquid 
44  filius  Edelfrid  regnavid  28. 
44  An.  et  fex.  menfibus,  duni 
44  ipfe  regnabat,  venit  mortali- 
44  tas  hominum,  Catqualater, 
44  regnantae  apud  Brittones  poft 
44  patrem  fuum,  et  in  ea  periit.” 
This  evidence  doth  perfuade 
with  me,  that  Cadwaladr  went 
to  Rome  far  before  anno  680. 
But  if  in  ea  periit  be  meant  of 
Cadwaladr,  for  king  Olwi  ruled 
five  or  fix  years  after,  unlefs  we 
grant  that  the  plague  endured 
twelve  years,  as  our  Welfh  hif- 
torians  do  aver,  it  maketh  fuch 
a  breach  in  the  hiftory,  that  I 
(for  my  own  part)  know  not 
how  to  repair  it :  for  if  it  be  true 
that  Cadwaladr  died  of  that 
plague,  then  went  he  not  to 
Rome;  and  to  deny  his  going 
to  Rome,  is  no  lefs  than  to  deny 
the  authority  of  all  ourBritifh  and 
Welfh  Antiquities  in  general: 
Therefore,  I  defire  you  will 
vouchfafe,  not  only  to  give  me 

your 
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yottr  fenfe  of  Cadwaiadr’s  going 
to  Rome,  and  the  time  (whereby 
1  may  reft  better  fatisfted  than 
I  do  at  prefent)  but  alfo  the  loan 
of  your  beft  copy  of  Nennius, 
with  that  tradf  before  cited, 
'which  is  added  to  fome  copies 
thereof.  And  if  I  be  not  over 
troublefome  to  your  patience 
already,  I  have  another  requeft 
unto  you,  which  is,  that  you 
will  feledf  all  the  notes  and  his¬ 
tories  you  have  that  treat  of  the 
afFairs  of  Wales,  and  princes 
thereof ;  and  that  you  will  can¬ 
didly  impart  them  unto  me  by 
degrees;  as  I  fhall  have  done 
with  one  piece,  to  be  pleafed  to 
lend  me  another,  and  you  may 
command  any  thing  that  I  have 
or  can  come  by;  for  it  is  not 
labour,  pains,  or  expence  of 
money  (to  my  power)  {hall  re¬ 
tard  me  in  your  fervice.  My 
love  and  zeal  to  my  poor  coun¬ 
try,  and  defire  to  know  the  truth 
and  certainty  of  things  paft, 
moves  me  fometimes  to  a  paf- 
fton,  when  I  call  to  mind  the 
idle  and  flothful  life  of  my  coun- 
trymen,  who,  in  the  revolution 
of  a  1000  years,  almoft  afford 
but  only  Caradoc  Llancarvan, 
and  the  continuance  thereof,  to 
regifter  any  thing  to  the  pur- 
pole  of  the  a6fs  of  the  Princes 
of  Wales  that  I  could  come  by, 
or  hear  of  (fome  lew  piecemeals 
excepted).  Dr.  Powel  in  his 
Latin  hiftory  of  the  Princes  of 


Wales,  cited  Thomas  Maelor- 
ius  de  regibus  Gwynethice ; 
but  I  could  not  hitherto  meet 
with  that  book,  and  I  am  per- 
fuaded  he  lived  not  much  be¬ 
fore  Henry  the  6th’s  time,  per- 
adventure  you  have  feenit:  and 
I  do  not  remember  thatheciteth 
any  other  author  of  our  coun¬ 
trymen;  it  may  be  there  are 
fome  extant  ^et,  though  I  had 
not  the  felicity  hitherto  to  fee 
them.  1  hope,  by  your  good 
means  hereafter,  I  fhall  attain 
to  iome  hidden  knowledge  of  an¬ 
tiquity  :  but  I  am  too  tedious, 
pardon  me,  I  pray  you.  Re¬ 
verend  Father,  think  of  my  re¬ 
queft,  and  put  me  not  off  with 
excules  any  longer,  and  my 
prayer  fhall  be  for  your  health, 
peace,  and  profperity,  in  this 
world,  and  eVerlafting  felicity 
in  the  world  to  come. 

Your  Friend  and  Servant, 

RobePvT  Vaughan, 

Hengwrt ,  near  DoJgelley ,  in 
-the  County  cj  Merioneth > 

April  14,  1651. 


From  Robert  Vaughan  to  the 
mojl  reverend  James  UJher , 
archbijhop  of  Armagh. 

Reverend  Father, 

My  duty  moft  humbly  re¬ 
membered  unto  you,  with  thanks 

of 
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of  your  opinion  of  kingCadwal- 
adr;  which  hereafter  fhall  be 
unto  me  a  trad!  to  follow,  as 
heft  agreeing  with  reafon  and 
truth.  I  hope  you  have  receiv¬ 
ed  your  books  in  November 
laft;  and  if  they  are  any  way 
impaired  in  the  carriage,  if  you 
pleafe  to  fend  them  me,  1  will 
have  them  fairly  written  again 
for  you.  What  I  omitted  in 
my  laft  letter,  by  reafon  of  the 
bearer’s  hafte,  is  that  in  your 
Giraldus,  his  firft  book,  Lauda- 
bilium,  and  8th  chap.  I  ob- 
ferve  that  my  countrymen,  in 
his  time,  ufed  to  yoke  their  oxen 
for  the  plow  and  cart,  four  in  a 
bread,  in  thefe  words:  “  Boves 
iC  ad  aratra  vel  plauftra  non 
binosjungunt  fed  quaternos, 

4  &c.”  (which  I  find  not  in  the 
printed  book).  This  may  hap¬ 
pily  give  fome  light  and  help 
to  underhand  a  claufe  in  our 
ancient  Britifh  laws,  treating  of 
meafures,  made,  as  is  there  al- 
ledged  by  Dyfnwal  Moelmut, 
king  of  Britain;  and  here  it  is 
faid  that  the  Britains  in  his  time 
ufed  four  kinds  of  yokes  for 
oxen ;  the  firft  was  four  foot 
long,  the  fecond  eight  foot,  the 
third  twelve,  and  the  fourth  was 
fixteen  foot  long.  The  firft  was 
fuch  as  we  ufe  now  a  days  for 
a  couple  of  oxen.  The  fecond 
was  that  mentioned  by  Giral¬ 
dus,  ferving  four  oxen ;  the 
third  I  fuppofe  fuitable  to  thofe 


two  for  fix  oxen ;  and  the  fourth 
confequently  for  eight  oxen,  the 
two  laft  are  clean  forgotten 
with  us,  and  not  fo  much  as  a 
word  heard  of  them,  faving 
what  is  in  that  old  law ;  but 
of  the  fecond  mentioned  by 
Giraldus,  we  have  a  tradition 
that  fuch  was  in  ufe  with 
us  about  fix-fcore  years  ago; 
and  I  heard  (how  true  I  know 
not)  that  in  Ireland  the  people 
in  fome  places  do  yet,  or  very 
lately  did  the  fame.  I  pray  call 
to  your  mind  whether  that  be 
true,  or  whether  you  have  heard 
or  read  any  thing  of  the  ule  of 
the  other  two  in  any  country, 
and  be  pleafed  to  let  me  know 
thereof. 

The  copy  of  Nennius  (you 
fent  me)  hath  holpen  me  well  to 
corredt  mine:  but  finding  fuch 
difference  between  the  three 
manufcript  books,  which  the 
fcribc  confeffeth  to  have  made 
ufe  of,  I  prelume  your  tranfcript 
comprehends  mu'ch  more,  in  re¬ 
gard  you  have  had  the  benefit  of 
eleven  copies  (as  you  confefs) 
to  help  you ;  which  differences 
are  very  requifite  to  be  known 
of  fuch  as  love  antiquity.  And 
alfo  where  thofe  feveral  copies 
(that  you  have  feen)  are  extant, 
and  to  be  found  at  prelent ;  and 
how  many  of  thofe  bear  the 
name  of  Gildas  before  them, 
and  how  many  the  name  of 

Nennius ; 
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Nennius;  and  what  thofe  of 
Gildas  comprehend  more  or 
lels  in  them  than  thofe  of 
Nennius;  and  whether  the 
notes  of  Samuel  Beulan  are 
found  in  any  of  thofe  of  Gildas, 
or  yet  in  every  one  of  the  copies 
of  Nennius  ;  and  whether  the 
name  of  Samuel  be  added  to 
thofe  notes  in  any  of  thole 
copies,  and  to  which  of  them : 
all  which  (with  the  antiquity  of 
the  charadder  of  thofe  feveral 
copies)  are  very  neceffary  to  be 
known,  and  may  eafily  be  dif- 
covered  by  you,  and  very  hardly 
by  any  after  you. 

Moreover  about  three  years 
ago,  I  fent  a  copy  of  the  tradd 
concerning  the  Saxon  genealo¬ 
gies  (extant  if  I  mi  flake  not  in 
Gildas  and  Nennius)  unto  you 
to  be  corredded  by  your  book: 
and  Sir  Simon  D’Ewes  under¬ 
taking  that  charge  for  you  (as 
Mr.  Ellis  told  me)  returned  on¬ 
ly  this  anfwer  upon  the  back  of 
my  own  papers,  viz.  the  eldeld 
copy  of  thele  anonymous  chro¬ 
nicles  doth  in  fome  places  agree 
with  the  notes  fent  up,  but  in 
others  differs  fo  much,  as  there 
can  be  no  collation  made  of  it, See. 

But  thofe  my  notes  do  agree 
very  well  with  the  book  you 
fent  me,  and  differs  not  in  twen¬ 
ty  words  in  all  the  tradd,  where¬ 
of  cither  many  are  letters  want- 

v .  ' 


ino;  or  abounding;  and  there- 

o  O  7 

fore  I  marvel  what  he  meant  in 
faying  fo  unlefs  he  had  feen  a 
larger  copy  c/f  the  fame  than  I 
had;  but  your  laid  letter  unto 
me  tells,  that  it  is  only  extant  in 
Sir  Thomas  Cotton’s  two  books, 
and  wanting  in  all  the  other 
books  that  bear  the  name  either 
of  Gildas  or  Nennius ;  and  that 
book  you  fent  me,  was  copied 
out  of  one  of  Sir  Thomas  Cot¬ 
ton’s  books,  and  examined  by 
the  other.  He  further  addeth 
that  the  author  of  that  tradd- 
(being  as  he  faith  an  Englifh 
Saxon)  lived  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  620 ;  upon  what  ground  I 
know  not,  yet  I  cannot  think 
otherwife,  but  that  Sir  Simoq. 
D’Ewes  had  fome  ground  for  the 
fame :  and  it  may  be  the  very 
fame  that  Leland  the  famous 
antiquary  had  to  fay,  that 
Nennius  lived  tempore  inclina- 
tionis  Britannici  imperii,  and 
John  Bale,  who  more  plainly 
faith  that  he  lived  in  the  year 

ml 

620,  juld  as  Sir  Simon  D’Ewes 
hath.  And  (for  that  Sir  Si¬ 
mon  is  dead)  I  delire  to  know 
of  you  whether  the  faid  tradd  be 
more  copious  in  one  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  Cotton’s  books  than  it  is  in 
the  other,  or  whether  Sir  Si¬ 
mon  D’Ewes  might  not  find  a 
larger  copy  of  the  fame  elfe- 
where;  or  if  it  be  not  the  work 
of  Nennius,  nor  Samuel  Beulan, 
it  may  as  well  be  in  other  books 

as 
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as  in  thofe,  efpecially  if  an  En- 
glifh  Saxon  was  the  author  of 
it:  but  if  it  be  not  found  elfc- 

.1 

where,  I  pray  you  tell  me  upon 
what  grounds  is  the  author  of  it 
laid  by  Sir  Simon  D’Ewes  to 
live  anno  620,  and  Nennius  by 
Leland  and  Bale  likewife,  faid  to 
live  in  the  fame  time  ;  when  by 
the  firfl  chapter  of  fome  copies 
of  his  bopk,  it  feemeth  he  wrote 
not  till  two  hundred  years  after  ? 
Moreover  in  regard  you  prefer 
that  fmall  tract  (as  much  fpoken 
of  by  me]  before  all  the  reft  of 
the  book,  it  were  a  deed  of  cha¬ 
rity  for  you  to  paraphrafe  a 
little  upon  it ;  whereby  fuch  as 
are  but  meanly  fkilled  in  anti¬ 
quity,  may  reap  fome  profit  by 
k;  truely  fome  remarkable  paf- 
fages  from  the  reign  of  Ida  to 
the  death  of  Ofvvi,  kings  of 
Northumberland,  are  contained 
in  it ;  which  being  well  under¬ 
flood,  would  add  a  great  luftre 
to  the  Brjtifh  hiilory.  Laftly, 
molt  reverend  father,  I  pray  you 
to  be  pleafed  to  lend  me  your 
copy  of  that  fragment  of  the 
Wellh  annals  lent  by  the  bifli- 
op  of  St.  David’s,  Richard 
Davies,  to  Matthew  Parker, 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  who 
befiowed  a  copy  thereof  upon 
the  library  in  Bonnet  college, 
Cambridge;  or  your  copy  of 
the  book  of  LandafF,  and  I  fhall 
reft  mofl  heartily  thankful  unto 
you;  and  I  do  hereby  faithfully 


promife  to  return  whatsoever 
you  fhall  fend  me,  as  foon  as  I 
fhall  have  done  writing  of  it.  I 
have  already  taken  order  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  little  trunk  or  box  for  the 
fafe  carrying  of  it  to  and  fro: 
and  my  loving  friend  Dr.  Ellis 
(who  in  thefe  dangerous  times 
hath  fuffered  many  afiaults  and 
fiorms  at  the  hands  of  his  ad- 
verfaries  with  patience  and  con- 
flancy)  will  I  know  be  very 
careful  of  the  fafety  of  your 
things,  I  have  troubled  your 
patience  too  long;  therefore 
(craving  pardon  for  my  bold- 
nefs)  I  ref t  and  commit  you  to 
the  protection  of  God  Almigh¬ 
ty, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

Robert  Vaughan, 

■  '  » 

Uengwrt,  near  Dolgelley  ■ 
in  Merionethflnre , 

May  1.  1652- 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Edward  Brownher  to  the  right 
reverend  James  Ujber ,  lord 
hijhop  of  Meath , 

- - As  to  the  manuferipts 

you  defire  to  hear  of,  neither 
one  or  other  is  to  be  found :  it  is 
true  according  to  Dr.  James  his 
catalogue,  there  was  one  Gildas 
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in  Merton  college  library,  but 
he  was  Gildas  Sapiens,  not  Gil- 
das  Albanius,  whom  Pitts  fays 
was  the  author  of  the  book  en¬ 
titled,  De  Victoria  Aurelij  Am- 
brofij :  neither  is  that  Gildas 
Sapiens  now  to  be  feen  in  Mer¬ 
ton  college,  he  hath  been  cut 
out  of  the  book  whereunto  he  , 
was  annexed:  yet  there  is  one 
in  our  public  library  (marginal 
notes*  he  ftiles  him  Gildas  Sa¬ 
piens  alfo,  as  biftiopUfher  noted 
in  the  margin  manufcripts)  who 
writes  a  ftory  de  geftis  Britan- 
norum,  in  which  I  find  mention 
of  king  Lucius  his  baptifm:  his 
words  be  thefe :  4 4  poll:  164 

44  annos  poft  adventum  Chrifti 
44  Lucius  Britannicus  rex  cum 
44  univerfis  regulis  totius  Bri- 
44  tannic  baptifmum  fufcepe- 
44  runt,  mififa  lagatione  ab  im- 
44  peratore  et  papa  Romano 
44  Euarifto.”  As  for  the  ora¬ 
tions  of  Richard  Fleming,  there 
be  no  fuch  to  be  heard  of  in 
Lincoln  college  library ;  neither 
can  I  find  or  learn  that  the  ju¬ 
nior  pro&or’s  book  relates  to  any 
pafTage  of  the  converfion  of 
the  Britains.  If  you  have  any 
thing  to  fearch  for,  I  pray  make 
no  fcruple  of  ufing  me  farther: 
fo  wifhing  you  comfort  in  your 


labours,  I  reft  your  very  loving 
and  thankful  friend, 

Edward  Brownker. 

From  FFadham  Colledge , 
September  11.  1620. 


From  Mr,  Lewis  Morris  to  Mr . 

Carte  the  hijlorian. 

Sir, 

Your  kind  letter  of  the  yd 
of  March,  that  came  by  Mr. 
Parry,  I  received  but  a  few 
days  ago.  I  am  glad  to  find  fuch 
a  finewy  advocate  as  you  are 
for  our  old  Britons,  who  have 
been  fo  fhamefully  abufed  in 
their  graves,  by  our  modern 
wits.  It  is  a  kind  of  facrilege  in 
my  opinion  to  dare  to  overthrow 
an  author  of  that  antiquity  as 
Brut  y  Brenhinoedd  Teems  to 
be,  (laying  afide  a  few  foibles  of 
that  age  it  was  publifhed  in, 
and  perhaps  foiftedintoit  by  the 
monks)  hath  not  only  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  learned  world 
for  fome  ages  together,  but  an 
indelible  mark  of  antiquity,  viz. 
plainnefs  and  brevity.  I  cannot 
help  obferving  a  few  things 
which  all  the  advocates  for  this 
hiftory,  have  I  think  omitted 
in  its  defence. 


1ft 


m 
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from  the  Latin,  and  which  paf- 


1ft,  As  printing  was  not  in 
life  300  years  after  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  this  hiftory  in 
Latin  by  Galfrid,  the  publication 
of  a  book  in  his  time  could  he 
no  more  than  depofttiog  a  few 
copies  of  it  in  fome  public  li¬ 
braries  or  naonafteries :  and  that 
this  hiftory  was  in  Latin,  yet 
being  often  transcribed  no  doubt 
in  the  fpace  ot  350  years,  and 
printed  350  years  alter  Galfrid  s 
time,  out  of  a  bad  copy  in  a 
foreign  country,  where  the  pub¬ 
lishers  knew  nothing  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  tongue,  it  was  hnpoflible  for 
them  to  print  an  ancient  manuf- 
cript  of  the  affairs  of  Britain 
without  raiftakes,  at  leaft  in  the 
names  of  men  and  places ;  there- 
fpre  neither  manuferipts  nor 
printed  copies  of  that  hiftory  in 
Latin  are  to  be  depended  upon. 

2d,  As  all  tfte  manuferipts  ol 
that  age  that  Galfrid  livpd  in, 
and  forages  before,  are  brimful 
of  luperftitious  fables  for  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  their  Diana  of  Rome, 
is  it  not  a  plain  mark  of  anti¬ 
quity,  that  there  is  not  (as  I  can 
remember)  one  fuperftitious  mi¬ 
racle  mentioned  in  the  whole 
hiftory  of  Brut  y  Brenhinoedd, 
por  any  thing  that  favours  their 
church,  except  the  paffages  about 
Eleutherius  the  pope,  and  that 
weak  king  Cadwaladr,  which 
ip  many  manuferipts  differs 


fages  hy-the-bye,  in  my  opinion, 
fmell  itrongly  of  tlie  monk,  ana 
feem  not  to  haye  the  fame  fpirit 
with  the  reft  of  the  hiftory  ?  it 
would  be  proper  to  enquire  if  all 
the  Latin  copies  have  them.  If 
our  Britifh  hiftorian  runs  too 
much  upon  the  hyperbole  now 
and  then,  yet  his  heroes  are 
brave  and  great,  and  never  pre¬ 
tend  to  the  affiftance  of  the  re¬ 
lics  of  faints,  but  mere  human 
courage  and  condudf .  Perhaps 
the  author  thought  if  hard  that 
Sampfon  by  mere  (Length  could 
kill  a  thoufand  men  with  a  bone 
of  an  afs,  that  he  could  not  make 
his  Turnus  (Turn  in  the  Britifli) 
kill  at  leaft  fix  hundred  with  a 
fword  of  fteel.  I  dofit  know 
but  the  feats  of  Charles  of  Swe¬ 
den  may  in  the  next  age  look  as 
much  like  a  fable  as  the  acls  of 
Arthur  mentioned  in  that  hiftory* 
As  you  are  fo  good  as  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  retrieve  the  ancient  ho¬ 
nour  of  our  Britifh  nation,  I 
ftiall  lay  afide  an  hour  now  and 
then,  and  ftea]  a  little  from 
(leeping,  and  eating,  to  give  you 
all  the  affiftance  my  poor  capa¬ 
city  affords,  which  is  very  little, 
God  knows-  and  I  am  aftiam- 
ed  for  myfelf  and  country  of 
Wales,  that  we  have  neither  the 
(kill  nor  the  courage  to  write 
the  hiftory  of  our  own  ances¬ 
tors,  nay  far  from  that,  that  few 
of  us  in  thele  days  (I  don’t 

knovz 
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know  what  hath  bewitched  us) 
take  any  pleafure  in  reading 
the  hiftories  thofe  brave  peo¬ 
ple  have  left  us.  Spare  not  then 
to  afk  any  queftions  you  pleafe 
about  the  affairs  of  the  ancient 
Britons,  and  I  (hall  fatisfy  you 
from  time  to  time,  as  far  as 
my  knowledge  reaches,  and  my 
lei  lure  will  permit. 

Objections.  It  may  be  afked 
by  fome  critic  or  other,  how 
comes  it  that  the  Cambro-Bri- 
tons  are  fo  pofitive  of  their  being 
right  as  to  the  ancient  names  of 
men  and  places  in  their  manu- 
fcripts  and  in  the  orthography 
of  their  language  in  general, 
fmce  their  letters  have  been 
changed  as  well  as  other  nations : 
might  not  a  Britifh  tranfcriber 
miftake  as  well  as  a  ftrahger? 

In  anfwer  to  this  I  am  to  tell 
you,  once  for  all,  that  the  Britifli 
poetry,  as  well  as  the  language, 
hath  a  peculiarity  which  I  be¬ 
lieve  no  other  language  in  the 
world  hath,  (and  which  Dr.  John 
David  Rhys  in  bis  grammar 
hath  pretty  wrell  defcribed)  fo 
that  the  Britifh  poets  in  all  ages, 
and  to  this  day,  call  their  art 
Cyfrinach  y  Beirdd,  i.  e.  the 
fecret  of  the  poets  (fee  Mr.  Prit¬ 
chard’s  preface  to  John  David 
Rhys’s  grammar,  page  2.) 
knowing  this  art  of  the  poets, 
it  is  impoffiblethat  any  one  word 


of  the  language  that  is  to  be 
found  in  poetry,  fhould  be  pro¬ 
nounced  in  any  other  manner, 
than  it  is  there  ufed,  fo  that 
without  a  transformation  of  the 
whole  language  not  one  word 
could  be  altered.  This  may 
feem  a  paradox  ■  but  a  great 
thing  it  is  when  thoroughly  con- 
fidered;  this  no  doubt  made  the 
old  Briton  anfwer  king  Henry 
II.  that  he  believed  the  Britifh 
language  would  remain  to  the 
day  of  judgment.  (GiraldusTo- 
pograp.  Wall.  apudCamd.)  And 
it  was  no  hard  matter  for  Talie- 
fin  to  forte!,  from  natural  caufes, 
that  the  Britons  would  for  ever 
preferve  their  language  though 
they  loft  their  land.  Dr.  Davies 
knew  this  fecret,  and  made  an 
excellent  ufe  of  it  in  his  dictio¬ 
nary,  by  chuftng  the  moft  pro¬ 
per  examples  out  of  the  poets  to 
prove  his  wrords,  but  Mr.  Ed¬ 
ward  Llwyd  knew  very  little  or 
nothing  of  it.  as  appears  from 
his  works,  and  an  elegiac  Cyw- 
ydd  he  wrrote  on  Mary  queen  of 
England,  and  which  I  have  by 
me.  One  would  think  at  firft: 
fight  that  the  poetry  is  clogged 
with  fo  many  rules,  that  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  write  a  poem  of  com¬ 
mon  fenfe  in  this  language ; 
but  the  vaft  number  of  flexions 
of  confonants  in  it,  and  the  va¬ 
riations  in  declenftons,  make  it 
almoft  as  copious  as  four  or  five 
languages  added  together,  and 
I  i  confe- 
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confequently  the  poet  in  the 
Cambrian  language  (for  all  the 
Rridlnefs  of  his  rules)  hath  as 
great  a  fcope  and  ufe  of  words,  as 
in  any  other  tongue  whatloever ; 
and  for  farther  proof  hereof,  1 
refer  to  thofe  great  and  curious 
colle6tions  of  the  works  of  the 
ancient  poets  we  have  all  over 
North  Wales. 

Now  in  anfwer  to  your  laff 
letter. — I  have  Mr.  Baxter’s 
gloffary.  His  etymology  of  Pen- 
dragon  is  ridiculous;  for  pen, 
and  not  pend,  is  a  head :  he  might 
as  well  have  disjointed  the  words 
pendro  and  pendra-mwnwgl , 
into  pend-ro  and  pend-ram- 
wnwgl ,  which  bear  no  fenfe  at 
all :  whereas  every  body  knows 
that  pendro  is  compounded  of 
pen  caput,  et  tro  verfus,  quail 
vertigo,  and  pendramwnwgl 
from  pen,  tra  and  mwnwgl ,  q.  d. 
head  over  heels.  Why  not  pen- 
dragon  from  pen  and  tragon  f 
a  word  which  among  the  an¬ 
cient  Gauls  and  Britons  (as  I 
take  it)  fignified  a  general.  I 
&m  fure  I  have  read  it  fome- 
where.  But  what  are  rigon  and 
ragon ,  words  of  his  own  coin¬ 
ing  ;  he  might  as  well  have  gone 
through  all  the  vowels,  regon , 
ragon ,  rugon ,  becaufe  they 
found  fomething  like  rex.— His 
derivation  of  Arthur  -  is  Rill 

t 

worfe.  Mr.  Baxter,  with  all 
his  learning,  had  a  great  weak- 


nefs,  and  loved  to  appear  fingif- 
lar.  Why  muR  Arthur  be  dif¬ 
fered  into  Ard  and  Heer ,  two 
words  of  his  own  invention, 
that  we  know  nothing  of  either 
in  dictionaries,  old  manufcripts, 
or  common  ufe,  whereas  we 
are  very  well  acquainted  with 
the  language  of  the  6th  century, 
the  time  that  Arthur  lived,  and 
the  poets  even  of  that  age  men¬ 
tion  him  by  the  name  of  Ar¬ 
thur;  lo  alfo  do  all  the  poets 
ever  fince ;  and  by  the  rules  ol 
the  Britilh  poetry  before  men¬ 
tioned,  it  is  impoflible  the  name 
of  Arthur  fhould  be  pronounced 
different  from  what  it  is  now, 
ever  Rnce  it,  or  the  Britifh  poe¬ 
try  had  a  being.  The  poetry 
is  allowed  to  be  as  ancient  as 
Druidical  learning  in  Britain, 
i.  e.  before  the  time  of  Pytha¬ 
goras  at  leaR,  for  the  bards  are  a 
branch  of  the  Gauliih  and  Bri¬ 
tilh  religion.  Arthur  therefore 
was  in  ancient  timeswritten  either 
5MRCVR  or  ART VR,  and  in 
after  ages  H  was  added  to  afpi- 
rate  the  C7  or  T ;  fo  that  it  is 
plain  from  the  poets,  that  the 
word  was  always  pronounced  as 
now  written  arthvr,  as  if 
written  in  Englifh  arthir,  or 
fomething  like  it,  (the  Britifh 
U  or  V  hath  the  found  of  the 
Englifh  1  in  the  word  withy, 
and  not  as  I  in  the  word  will) 
and  if  we  muR  look  out  for  a 
Rgnification  to  the  word,  it  is 

literally 
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literally  Arthddur, or  bear  of  Reel. 
Arth  is  the  Britifh  word  for 
Urfus:  the  following  examples 
prove  every  letter  of  the  word : 

r  .  ;  \ 

1:2  3  1:2  3 

Arthur  o’i  ddolur  oedd  wan, 

1  2:3  1  2:3 

NeRTHOL  PLE  MAE  NAI  ARTHUR. 

Give  me  leave  among  thefe 
wild  guefies  to  explain  a  paf- 
fage  inGildas’s  invedlive  againR 
Cunoglas,  and  let  me  have  your 
opinion  of  it.  Pray  what  can 
be  the  meaning  of  the  following 
words:  “  ut  quid  in  nequitise 
“  tuas  volucris  vetuRa  fcece,  et 
<e  tu  ab  adolefcentia  annis  ut  fe 
“  multonun  feflor,  aurigaque 
i(  Currus  receptaculi  Urfi.” 
Who  was  this  Urfus  but  Ar¬ 
thur?  what  can  it  be  unlefs 
Cunoglas,  the  prince  had  been 
chief  charioteer  (fomething  in 
the  nature  of  maRer  of  the  horfe) 
to  king  Arthur?  Mr.  Rowlands, 
in  Mona  Antiqua,  p.  186,  I 
think,  has  hit  upon  the  reafon 
why  Arthur  was  not  plainly 
named  bv  Gildas.  I  had  al- 

J 

moR  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  Cu- 
noglas’s  grave  is  to  this  day 
Riewn  in  Bangor  Church,  Caer- 
narvonfhire.  N.  B.  The  Bri¬ 
tifh  C  hath  always  the  found  of 
K,  and  the  Y  in  the  beginning 
and  middle  of  words,  like  O  in 
the  word  honey. 


Your  derivation  of  London 
from  Luna  and  Din,  is  one  of 
the  beR.  Luna  is,  by  the  an¬ 
cient  Britons,  called  Llun,  fo 
that  Llunddin  (is  the  city  of 
Luna)  and  not  Llumdin,  is  the 
true  writing  of  this  compound, 
becaufe  the  D  muR  be  mollified 
or  afpirated  in  forming  the  ge¬ 
nitive  cafe. — MoR  Britifh  words 
compounded  of  Din,  begin  with 
Din  (contrary  to  the  Latin  where 
thefe  compounds  end  with  dinum 
or  dunum)  Dindryfal,  a  triangu¬ 
lar  fort ;  Din  mor,  a  fea  fort  • 
Dinllwyden,  Dinmael,  Dinor- 
weg,  Dinlle,  Dinlleyn,  Din- 
daethwy,  Dinam,  Dinful  wy, 
names  of  old  forts  in  Wales ; 
there  are  few  names  of  places 
that  terminate  in  Din,  but  then 
the  D  is  foftened  for  the  above 
reafon,  as  Bryn  Hyrddin,  Bro- 
dorddin,  Caer  Fyrddin ;  fo  if 
London  was  derived  from  Llong, 
a  (hip,  and  Din  ;  the  compound, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the 
Britifh  language,  would  be 
Llongddin  ;  fo  from  Llun  Llun¬ 
ddin,  both  which  are  not  far 
from  the  prefent  name  Llun- 
dain.  N.  B.  The  Britifii  D  D 
founds  like  "I1  LI  in  whether. 

I  am  extremely  pleafed  with 
your  concurrence  in  opinion 
with  me  about  the  old  Britifh 
character,  commonly  called 

I  i  2  Saxon ; 
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Saxon  ;  when  I  fhall  have  lei- 
fare  you  fhall  have  tome  mate¬ 
rials  on  that  head.  The  tran- 
fcript  of  Taliefm,  &c.  you  men¬ 
tion,  is  a  piece  of  great  euvio- 
fity  when  fupervifed  by  fuch 
great  men ;  Llywarch,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  modern  orthography, 
(and  not  Llymarch,)  is  the 
name  of  the  poet  you  mention. 
M.  and  M  H  have  been  for¬ 
merly  ufed  for  W.  Llywarch, 
is  a  common  name  among!!  the 
Britons.  Mr.  Parry  can  give 
me  no  account  to  the  purpofe 
of  the  MS.  hiflory  you  mention, 
for  he  hardly  ever  faw  an  old 
MS.  in  his  life  before,  and  knows 
very  little  of  the  language.  I 
am  told  Mr.  Davies  of  Llannerch 
has  feveral  good  manufcripts— 
the  Liber  Landavenfis  is  there. 
But  you  furprife  me  withTyffil- 
io’s  hiflory  of  Britain  ;  I  have 
read  of  no  Tyffilio,  a  fcholar, 
except  him  they  call  St.  Tyffil¬ 
io,  fon  of  Brochwel  Yfgithrog, 
(that  Brochwel  that  fought  the 
Saxons  at  the  time  of  the  cle- 
flrudlion  of  the  great  Britifh 
College  at  Bangor  is  y  Coed). 
This  Tyffilio  founded  feveral 
churches  in  Wales ;  Llandyffilio 
(in  an  illand  near  Porthaethwy, 
in  Anglefey,  is  one.)  The  T, 
by  the  nature  of  the  language, 
is  turned  into  D,  in  compofition 
to  form  the  genitive  cafe,  as  I 
faid  before;  as,  St.  Tyrnog’s 


church,  is  Llandyrnog ;  St. 
Trinio,  is  Llandrinio ,  St.  Try- 
gan,  is  Llandrygan.  This  Tyf- 
lilio  lived  about  the  year  600. 
Mr.  Edward  Llwyd  in  Archseol. 
Britan.  Tit.  7.  in  the  letter  Y, 
Ymatgreg,  mentions  him,  and 
be  is  often  mentioned  in  the  po¬ 
ets,  and  in  our  books  of  gene¬ 
alogies  ;  but  I  never  heard  of 
any  hiflory  written  by  him, 
though  I  own  there  are  a  great 
many  MSS.  in  Wales  that  have 
not  yet  been  looked  into  by  our 
ingenious  moderns ;  I  have  fome 
myfelf,  which  neither  Dr,  Da¬ 
vies  nor  Mr.  Edward  Llwyd 
ever  faw.  I  beg  you  would 
let  me  know  what  this  Tyffiikfs 
hiflory  treats  of?  how  low  in 
time  it  comes  ?  whether  it  he 
not  the  plan  that  Brut  y  Brenhin- 
oedd  is  wrote  upon  ?  whether 
the  fuperflition  of  Rome  crept 
into  it,  or  whether  it  is  a  plain 
and  clear  relation  of  fadls  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  manner  of  the 
ancients  ?  whether  it  quoted  any 
authors,  and  who  ?  at  what  time 
your  copy  hath  been  written,  and 
by  whom,  and  in  what  dialed!, 
(if  you  can  be  informed)  whe¬ 
ther  the  Cambrian,  Gwynedd- 
ian,  Demetian,  Loegrian  ?  The 
dialedls  of  the  ancient  Bri¬ 
tifh  differed  very  little  in  verfe, 
though  they  did  much  in  profe. 
—I  fhall  endeavour  to  compare 
my  Bi  itiih  copy  of  Galfrid  w ith 

the 
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the  Latin  of  Commcline  ;  and 
you  fliall  hear  from  me. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  mod  humble  Servant, 

Lewis  Morris. 

Aberyjlwythy  March  SOth, 
1745. 

*'  1 

From  Mr.  Lewis  Morris ,  to 
Mr.  Cart ,  who  is  writing  a 
FUJI  or y  of  England. 

Sir, 

Perhaps  you  may  now  and 
then, as  you  go  on  in  your  hiftory, 
have  occafion  to  make  ufe  of 
Dr.  Davies’s  Dictionary,  and 
Mr.  LI w yd’s  Archa^ologia,  to 
explain  fome  Britifli  words.  All 
the  reft  of  our  dictionary-writers 
are  tralh.  Dr.  Davies  was  18 
years  compofing  his  Dictionary, 
though  he  had  the  Latin- Britifli 
partly  done  to  his  hand,  by 
Thomas  Williams.  You  had 
beft  make  ufe  of  Llwyd  in  na¬ 
tural  philofophy,  and  criticifm, 
and  of  Dr.  Davies,  for  the 
main  body  of  the  language. — I 
cannot  help  putting  in  a  word 
pr  two  about  the  Saxon  charac¬ 
ters  which  you  mention  in  your 
jetter,  to  have  been  ufpd  in  the 


old  copy  of  Liber  Landavenfts, 
and  which  you  think  were  left 
off  at  the  conqueft.  Thefe  are 
characters  which  you  call  Saxony 
I  call  the  ancient  Britifli  cha¬ 
racters;  and,  if  I  am  wrong,  I 
ftiould  be  glad  to  meet  with  a 
perfon  that  can  give  me  reafoiis 
fufficient  to  think  otherwife : 
However,  I  ftiould  be  obliged 
to  you,  if  you  would  fend  me 
your  thoughts  on  the  following 
arguments,  which  feem  of  great 
weight  to  me,  and  fome  antL 
quartans  of  our  country. — Firft, 
I  never  read  any  author  that 
aflerts  the  Saxon  nation  to  have 
known  any  thing  of  letters, 
when  they  firft  came  to  Britain, 
but  that  they  were  meer  barba* 
rians,  and  ignorant  of  all  learn¬ 
ing.  If  they  had  brought  thefe 
letters  with  them  from  Saxony, 
or  wherever  they  came  from, 
there  muft  have  been  fome  re¬ 
mains  of  it  in  inferiptions,  and 
books  left  behind  them  in  that 
country,  unlefs  they  all  came 
over  to  a  man,  and  all  their 
books,  and  tombftones  too,  for, 
in  all  Germany  there  is  no  fuch 
characters  to  be  heard  off.— • 
That  they  invented  them  after 
they  came  over  to  Britain,  is 
utterly  improbable,  when  there 
was  a  Roman  character  through 
all  Britain  ready  to  their  hands, 
and  in  common  ufe,  not  to  fay 
any  thing  now  of  the  Britilh 
character.  The  Irifti  antiqua- 
I  i  3  rians 


486  CAMBRIAN  RE 

lians  fay,  the  Saxons  borrowed 
this  character  from  Ireland:  it  is 
probable  the  Irifhhad  it  in  com¬ 
mon  with  the  Britons,  as  the  chief 
part  of  this  language  was  the 
fame,  and  as  they  have  retained 
to  this  day,  both  character  and 
language.  But  what  occafion 
was  there  for  the  Saxons’  going 
to  Ireland,  to  borrow  a  thing 
they  had  in  their  own  ifland  and 
neighbourhood,  as  will  appear 
by-and-by?  For  the  Britons 
made  ufe  of  them  in  ancient 
times,  beyond  all  hiftorv,  as  will 
appear  hereafter. 

111.  Grefar  feems  to  mean 
this  character,  where  he  men¬ 
tions  the  Druids  Grafts  Literis 
utuntur ,  for  many  of  thefe  are 
the  old  Greek  character,  and  I 
cannot  fee  any  reafon  to  think 
we  ever  ufed  the  Greek  alphabet 
altogether. 

2dly.  Many  of  our  ancient 
Britifh  manufcripts  are  in  this 
charadler,  as  is  part  of  Liber 
Landavenfts,  that  you  mention 
for  one,  and  abundance  we 
have  in  North  Wales. 

Sdly.  I  remember  Mr.  Ed¬ 
ward  Llwyd,  in  one  of  his  Pre¬ 
faces  to  his  Archseologia,  gives 
us  three  ftanzas  of  the  ancient 
PiCtifh  poetry,  which  he  found 
in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  in 
tliis  ancient  charadter,  or  one 
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very  like  it,  it  was  written  on 
vellum,  and  he  reckoned  it  to  be 
above  1000  years  old. 

4thly.  In  Langadwaladr,  in 
Anglefey,  I  have  feen  fome  ot 
thefe  characters,  intermixed  with 
Roman,  on  the  tombftone  of 
Cadvan,  king  of  the  Venedo- 
tians,  who  was  one  of  them  who 
fought  the  Saxons,  when  they 
deftroyed  the  monks  of  Bangor, 
in  the  time  of  Auguftine. 

5thly.  Our  Britifh  hiftorians 
and  poets  redound  with  the 
praifes  of  one  Pabo  pofi  Pry - 
dain ,  i.  e.  (Pabo,  the  Pillar  of 
Britain)  who  lived  about  the 
time  the  Saxons  came  into  Bri¬ 
tain,  or  foon  after.  Dynawt 
fyr ,  the  fon  of  Pabo  poft  Pry- 
dain,  is  mentioned  in  Brut  y 
Brenhinoedd,  to  have  been  one 
of  the  noblemen  that  attended 
king  Arthur ,  at  his  great  feall: 
at  Caerleon,  after  the  conqueft  of 
the  ifland.  The  Latin  editions 
of  Galfrid,  1508,  and  1517, 
call  him  Domandus  map  apo. 
That  of  Tometine’s,  1587,  calls 
him  Dynawt  map  apo. 

There  was  an  ancient  tradi¬ 
tion  in  the  parifh  of  Lanbabo, 
in  Anglefey,  that  Pabo,  with 
his  fon  and  daughter,  were 
buried  in  that  church-yard,  op- 
poftte  to  certain  faces  that  were 
carved  in  the  wall,  and  to  be 

feen 
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feen  at  this  day.  In  king  Charles 
the  Second’s  time,  or  there¬ 
abouts  (as  I  was  informed)  the 
fexton  happening  to  dig  a  grave 
againfl  one  of  thefe  carved 
faces,  at  about  fix  or  feven  feet 
deep,  found  a  flat  grave-ftone, 
one  corner  of  which  he  picked, 
and  demolifhed  a  few  letters, 
before  he  knew  what  it  was ; 
the  ftone  was  then  removed  into 
the  quire,  where  it  hath  remain¬ 
ed  ever  iince,  and  of  which  I 
have  a  copy  among  my  papers,. 
It  hath  on  it  the  figure  of  a  man 
in  long  robes,  with  a  coronet 
on  his  head,  and  a  feepter  in  his 
hand,  with  a  long  beard,  and  a 
Latin  infeription,  neatly  cut, 
baffo  relievo-wife,  on  one  edge 
of  the  Rone,  in  thefe  very  letters 
that  you  call  Saxon,  Hie  jacet 
Pabo,  &c.  I  copied  it  with  my 
own  hands — but  I  have  not  the 
infeription  by  me.  I  do  not  re¬ 
member  it  all.  Wehavefeve- 
ral  other  ancient  inferiptions  in 
this  charadfer,  in  North  Wales. 
Thefe  evidences  prove  fomething 
in  our  opinion,  in  Wales:  If 
our  Englifh  antiquarians  think 
otherwife,  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
know  how  they  can  get  over 

thefe  things. 

« 

Lewis  Morris. 


From  Air.  Lezvis  Alorris ,  to 
Air.  Ambrofe  Philipps,  Secre¬ 
tary  to  the  Prerogative  Court 
of  Ireland,  Alember  of  Par¬ 
liament ,  Author  of  the  Dif- 
trefj'ed  Mother,  P  aft  orals. 

Worthy  Sir, 

As  I  had  promifed  fome  time 
ago,  to  fend  you  a  tranflation  of 
that  part  of  Mr.  Llwyd’s  preface 
wanting  in  Dr.  Nicholfon’s 
Appendix,  I  defire  you  now  to 
accept  of  it,  fuch  as  it  is :  It  is 
a  literal  tranflation,  and  fhews 
the  real  meaning  of  the  author, 
though  not  in  fo  proper  a  Ryle 
as  I  could  wifh  :  how  the  Doc¬ 
tor  behaved  towards  Mix  Llwyd, 
and  how  Mr.  Llwyd  paid  him  in 
his  own  coin,  may  be  feen  upon 
perufing  the  whole  preface.  I 
have  only  this  to  remark,  upon 
the  whole,  that  Mr.  Llwyd  hath 
been  rather  too  modeR  in  his 
account  of  the  ancient  Britifh 
letters.  For  doth  not  Caefar 
expreflly  fay,  that  the  Druids, 
(who  took  their  RrR  inflruc- 
tions  from  Britain)  had  charac¬ 
ters  to  write  their  private  affairs 
in  **  Grsecis  literis  utuntur.” 
And  there  was  in  Mr.  Llwyd’s 
time,  and  is  Rill  extant  in  Hen- 
c;Wrt  librarv,  a  letter  from  Mr. 
William  Maurice,  of  Cefn  y 
Braich,  to  Mr.  Robert  Vaughan, 
I  i  4  the 
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the  antiquarian,  giving  an  ac¬ 


count  of  a  Brkilli  coin,  men¬ 
tioned  in  Camden’s  folio  edition, 
of  BLATUT,  or  BLATOS,  a 
king  of  Britain,  feme  hundred 
years  before  the  coming  of  the 
Romans  ;  .  the  coin  is  now  in 
the  Cottonian  library ;  but  Cam¬ 
den  owned  he  could  make  no¬ 
thing  of  it. 

The  above  letter  I  have  read 
with  pleafure  about  a  month 
ago.  The  laid  curious  library 
being  open  to  me,  at  any  time, 
when  upon  the  coaft.  Having 
now  only  two  or  three  days  to 
Ray  at  Holyhead,  and  being 
very  bufy  on  account  of  my  fur- 
vey  of  the  Sea  Coaft  of  Weft 
Britain,  in  which  I  am  employ¬ 
ed  by  my  Lords  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  ;  I  heartily  beg  pardon 
for  not  fending  you  any  thoughts 
on  the  Briton,  and  on  Dr.  Hut- 
chinfon’s  antiquities.  I  hope  to 
have  a  little  time  next  winter  to 
fpare,  therefore,  1  deftre  you 
would  not  expunge  me  out  of 
your  memory,  but  believe  that 
l  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble 
Servant, 

Lewis  Morris. 

P.  S.  The  reft  of  the  preface 
is  very  incorrectly  printed,  and 
fo  is  Dr.  Hutch infon’s  book, 


wherever  he  treats  of  Britiili 
affairs.  I  hope  it  wont  be  re¬ 
printed  before  it  is  revifed  by  a 
proper  perfon,  fkilled  in  our 
language  and  antiquities. 


From  Mr.  Lewis  Morris ,  to 

Mr.  David  Lewis ,  of  Pant  y 

Benneu ,  in  Lanhoidy . 

What  makes  me  dip  a  little 
now  and  then  into  the  Britifh 
Antiquities  is,  that  I  am  egged 
on  by  a  gentleman  who  hath 
very  great  encouragement  for 
the  writing  the  hiftory  of  Great 
Britain,  and  feeing  moft  Eng¬ 
lish  writers  have  abufed  our 
nation,  it  is  a  pity  to  lofe  this 
opportunity  of  vindicating  our- 
felves,  efpecially  as  I  happen  to 
have  a  tolerable  knowledge  in 
our  hiftories  and  antiquities.— 
Both  Univerftties  allow  him 
.£50.  per  annum  :  the  City  of 
London  £T00.  per  annum: — 
Private  fubfeription  ^100.  So 
that  there  never  was  fuch  en¬ 
couragement,  nor,  perhaps,  an 
abler  hand — we  may  expedl  a 
notable  production  from  him. — 
Mr.  Guthreic,  the  prefent  writer 
of  a  Hiftory  of  England,  hath 
abufed  our  Britilh  nation  ;  but 
now  he  is  forry  for  what  he 
hath  Laid.— Mr.  Carte,  my  cor- 
refpondent,  hath  given  me  up 
many  material  points,  particu¬ 
larly 
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larly  the  Saxon  letters,  for 
which  I  had  abundance  of  tefti- 
monies,  befides  what  Mr.  Ed¬ 
ward  Llwyd  had.  Mr.  Davies 
of  Llannerch,  hath  alfo  brought 
him  an  ancient  MS.  in  the 
Britifh.  tongue,  called  Tyffilio’s 
Hiftory  of  Great  Britain,  which 
Mr.  Llwyd,  and  others,  thought 
had  been  loft: — It  is  in  the  hand 
writing  of  Guttyn  Owen,  the 
poet  and  herald,  and  I  have 
cleared  the  matter  fo  to  Mr. 
Carte,  that  he  is  the  greateft 
advocate  for  the  Britifh  Hiftory, 
as  we  had.  This  MS.  turns 
out  to  be  the  original  from 
whence  Brut  y  Brenhinoedd 
hath  been  extracted,  fo  that  we 
have  now  a  real  teft  to  prove 
Galfridus  Monemutenfts  by.— 
I  have  a  very  fine  copy  of  Brut 
y  Brenhinoedd,  and  alfo  the  two 
Latin  editions,  printed  in  France ; 
and  the  Latin-German  edition, 
with  Thompfon’s  Englifh.— 
I  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains 
to  clear  the  author  before  this 
MS.  appeared,  which  now 
hath  faved  me  the  trouble. — I 
have  a  better  copy  of  Triades 
than  Mr.  Llwyd  had,  his  being 
very  bad.  —  Camden,  and  others, 
have  cut  their  throats  by  med¬ 
dling  with  this  book  of  Triades, 
for  it  was  beyond  their  compre-r 
henfions. — I  have  a  great  many 
manufcripts,  which  el'caped  Mr. 
Llwyd,  too  long  to  enumerate, 
particularly  a  noble  collection  of 


Britifh  Proverbs,  fome  hiftories 
of  the  Britains.  I  intend  (pleafe 
God  to  give  leave)  to  publifh, 
fometime  or  other,  the  Natural 
Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  An- 
gleiey:  Mr.  Rowlands,  in  his 
Mona  Antiqua,  having  only 
juft  railed  people’s  curiofities. 
I  have  a  vaft  many  materials  to¬ 
wards  it,  but  want  time  as  yet: 
I  wifh  you  may  get  the  manu¬ 
fcripts  you  mention  of  Mr.  E. 
and  I  defire  an  account  of  them. 
The  book  vou  faw  of  Mr.  E. 

j 

Llwyd,  was,  I  fuppofe,  y  Llyfr 
Coch  o  Hergeft,  where  Brut  y 
Brenhinoedd,  Brut  y  Saefon, 
&c.  are  collected,  it  is  now  in 
Jefiis  College,  Oxon. 

I  have  not  Ufher’s  Primordia, 
—is  the  perfon  you  mention 
there  called  Owen  ap  Naw,  or 
Haw?  Gildas’s  father  was  Caw 
o  Brydain.  I  can  hardly  think 
they  made  a  faint  of  a  Saxon 
king,  and  an  enemy  of  Lanina. 
I  want  to  fee  the  old  Cowydd 
on  Cantref  gwaelod.  I  have 
feen  the  modern,  which  is  fad 
fluff.— I  have  feveral  copies  of 
Englynion  yr  Eryr.— I  could 
wilh  to  fee  that  excellent  poet 
D.  ap  Gwilim’s  works,  no  man 
in  any  language  wrote  neater.— 
I  have  collected  above  a  hundred 
poems  of  his ;  but  many  are 
from  bad  copies.  How  many 
doth  the  book  contain  ?  Have 
you  Awdl  Rhys  Meigen  in  it  ? 

The 
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The  Coin  of  Tarquin  you  men* 
tion,  is  a  rarity.  I  have  feveral 
of  that  fize  with  the  Children 
fucking  the  Wolf,  but  raoft  of 
them  after  Chrift  :  I  fhould  be 
glad  to  fee  that  of  Tarquin’s.-— 
The  pride  of  the  Romans  was 
inch,  that  they  made  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  coins,  &c.  old  and  new, 
and  buried  them  near  the  boun¬ 
daries  of  their  empire,  to  fhevv 
future  ages  where  they  had 
been,  and  what  great  men  they 
were ;  fo  that  there  is  no  cer¬ 
tainty  how  the  coins,  you  men¬ 
tion,  came  there  ;  the  name  is, 
I  fuppofe,  Carreg  Cynan,  which 
Latin  writers  turned  Conanus. 
I  fuppofe  the  copper  toy,  you 
mention,  may  be  very  ancient, 
and  prior  to  the  time  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans.  The  Britifh  women 
wore  fuch  ornaments  on  their 
breafts.  Quere.  Whether  it  had 
been  gilt  ?  was  it  worked  with 
wire,  or  a  folid  piece  ?  and  whe¬ 
ther  round  or  flat  ?  I  thank  you 
for  the  infcri'ptions :  Are  you 
furethe  firft  is  not  Lutoricus  Fil. 
Poculini,  &;c.  ?  ,  Your  guefs 

about  Egermond,  is  natural 
enough ;  but  I  would  have  you 
fee  whether  ta,  &c.  v,  are  fo 
upon  the  hone,  as  in  the  copy 
you  fent  me ;  and  not  thus, 
ACARANTACULUS.  lean 
make  nothing  yet  of  that  at 
Clydey  Chapel.  I  fhould  be 
glad  to  fee  the  arms  at  the  ab¬ 
bey.  It  is  a  pity  you  had  not 


all  Mabinogi.— ■ 1  fhall  enquire 
further  of  Llamborth,  for  pof- 
fibly  this  may  be  Llongborth  of 
Lywarch  Hen.  Is  your  marwnad 
of  Gereint  ab  Erbin,  an  old 
copy,  and  in  the  ancient  cha¬ 
racter?  The  tradition  about 
Cantref  Gwaelod,  is  very  an¬ 
cient;  and  there  is  fome  truth  in 
it,  as  I  found  by  furveying  and 
taking  the  founding  of  that  bay, 
between  Caernarvonfhire  and 
Pembrokelhire.  The  old  Cy~ 
wydd  may,  perhaps,  give  fome 
further  account  into  the  mat¬ 
ter. 


Fr  om  Lewis  Morris ,  to  his  Bro¬ 
ther  William  Morris ,  of  the 
Cujlom-Houfe,  Holyhead ,  An- 
glefey. 

Kingflon ,  Herefordshire ? 
Feb.  1 1/A. 

Dear  Brother, 

I  begin  this  letter  in  the  town 
of  Kingfton,  in  the  county  of 
Hereford.  I  have  had  very 
rainy  weather,  and  the  roads  I 
find  very  deep  and  dirty.  I  have 
a  guide  as  far  as  Hereford, 
when  I  fhall  have  the  conve- 
niency  of  putting  my  trunk  fafe 
in  a  waggon  for  London.  I 
{hall  he  near  a  fortnight  going 

there* 
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there,  If  the  weather  fhould  con¬ 
tinue  as  is  at  prefent. 

Feb.  \2th. 

I  am  now  about  to  difmifs  my 
guide,  and  ihall  deliver  my 
trunk  to  the  carrier.  I  am  to 
have  the  company  of  a  very  fat 
gentleman  of  this  town,  and  his 
fervant,  and  the  fon  of  a  clergy¬ 
man,  who  are  all  going  to  Lon¬ 
don.  W e  are  in  hopes  we  fhall 
arrive  at  that  place  next  Thurf- 
day  night.  I  have  now  a  little 
time  to  look  about  me,  fo  I  will 
give  you  a  fhort  account  of  our 
journey  to  this  place.  I  fet  off 
from  Aberydwyth,'|in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  tenth ;  and  dined  at 
Pont  Erwyd  (or  Ewryd)  on  fait 
mutton  and  eggs  ;  the  former  I 
could  not  poffibly  chew,  as  it 
was  extremely  hard  and  tough  ; 
I  obferved  there  was  a  hole  in 
my  hodefs’s  frying-pan  :  I  was 
Lck  the  whole  way  to  Llan 
Gurig.  Before  I  arrived  at  Llan 
Gurig,  I  croffed  a  high  moun¬ 
tain,  called  Eideddfa  Gurig, 
(i.  e.  Curig’s  feat,  or  reding 
place)  We  are  told  that  this 
Gurig  was  a  foreigner;  and  that 
it  was  on  the  top  of  this  hill  he 
firft  reded,  after  he  landed  at 
Aberydwyth,  from  hence  he 
perceived  a  fine  valley'  before 
him,  where  he  determined  to 
build  a  church,  in  a  fheltered 
fpot.  Thirty-eight  diver  coins 


or  {hillings,  of  Hen.  Id.  were 
found  in  a  grave  in  this  church¬ 
yard,  two  years  ago.  There  is 
a  medal  of  Otho,  found  lately  at 
Creigiau  Kemaes,  in  Pembroke- 
diire,  and  four  common  medals. 
The  perfon  in  whofe  poffeffion 
they  are,  bought  them  for  12A 
-“-he  has  fince  been  offered 
£ 500.  for  Otho.  I  am  to  have 
a  full  account  of  them  loon. — I 
alfo  eroded,  on  my  road  near 
Llan  Gurig,  the  river  Qwy 
(Wye)  which  takes  its  rife  in 
Pumlymmon  Hill,  or,  as  pro¬ 
nounced  in  that  country,  Plym-» 
hummon.  Quere,  whether  it 
be  derived  from  Pen  Luman, 
or  Lummon,  the  Hill  of  the 
Banner?  In  this  mountain,  are 
the  fources  of  the  Severn,  W"ye, 
and  Rheidiol.  The  fmall  rivers 
Bidno  and  Elam,  fall  into  Gwy 
(the  Wye)  and  their  jundtion 
is  called  Aber,  as  Aber  Bidno, 
Aber  Elain  ;  fo  that  word  fiyni- 
ties,  not  only  the  fall  of  a  river- 
into  the  fea,  but  alfo,  that  of  a 
fmall  river  into  a  larger.  The 
vicar  of  the  parifh,  (Llan  Gu¬ 
rig)  who  is  a  tolerably  ingenious 
man  (as  he  excels  mod  moun¬ 
tain  clergymen)  could  not  in¬ 
form  me  what  the  word  Curio- 

O 

meant ;  he  fa  id,  fome  derived 
it  from  the  Scotch  Kirk,  as  Llan 
Gurig  was  a  mother  Church, 
and  might  have  been  fo  called  by 
way  of  eminence.  But  I  tolcl 
him  there  was  a  Wcfih  poem, 

which 
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which  defcribes  the  method  the 
mendicant  Wei  ill  Friars  made 
ule  of  in  begging  wool,  cheefe, 
$cc.  they  made  little  images  of 
faints,  which  were  thought  by 
the  credulous  to  cure  certain 
hiftempers  and  dilbrders,  and  for 
which  thefe  friars  received  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  goods,  as  a  re- 
eompence.  Un  o  honynt  a 
ddygai. 

I  ?  '  ;  ’  '  '  ' 

Gurig  Lvvd  dan  gwr  ci  gj.og 

Gwas  arull  a  ddug  Seirioel 

A  naw  o  g:a\vs  yn  ei  goel_ 

A  certain  Friar  to  increafe  his  ftore, 

Beneath  his  cloak  Grey  Curig’s 
image  bore  j 

And  to  protedt  good  folks  from 
nightly  harm, 

Another  fells  St.  Seiriol  as  a  charm. 

The  vicar  was  extremely 
pleafed  to  find  that  he  had  a 
faint  to  his  church,  as  well  as 
his  neighbours,  and  a  grey  one 
too :  he,  therefore,  fpent  his 
$d.  for  ale,  and  after  fome  dif- 
courfe  about  tithes,  we  went  to 
reft.  W e  lodged  at  the  fexton’s, 
a  fat  jolly  fellow,  more  like  a 
parfon  than  his  mafter;  he  is 
a  relation  of  Rennet’s  of  Bangor, 
and  like  him.  This  Llan  Gurig, 
is  in  Montgomeryfnire.  I  could 
find  here  a  remarkable  diftinc- 
tion  for  the  better,  between 
their  Welfti  and  the  inhabitants 

t. 

of  Aberteivi  (Cardiganfhire). 
Not  far  from  Llangurig,  we 
climbed  the  fide  of  a  hill,  called 


Rliiw’r  Saefon,  near  which  (1 
believe)  we  entered  Radnor- 
fit  ire,  or  Sir  Faes  yfed,  or  Faes 
Yfaidd  (q.  hyfaedd,  eafily  con¬ 
quered)  and  from  the  top  of  the 
hill  we  could  fee  Llan  Idlos  on 
our  left.  Thefe  are  immenfe 
mountains,  and  we  travelled 
over  commons  for  many  miles, 
without  feeing  a  houfe  any 
where  near  us.  The  Duke  of 
Chandois  hath  a  grant  from  the 
king,  of  the  mines  of  all  the 
wafte  lands  in  that  county  ;  and 
he  hath  fpent,  they  fay,  fome 
thoufands,  and  never  difeovered 
any  ore,  and  fome  think,  there 
is  nope  to  he  found.  I  forgot  to 
tell  you,  that  there  is  a  good 
proverb  at  Llan  Gurig,  “  Pan 
64  fwrio  gwr  ei  gywilydd,  liid 
44  gorcheft  iddo  i  fyw i.  e. 
44  When  a  man  is  paft  fliame, 
44  or  has  bid  adieu  to  modefty, 
44  what  difficulty  can  lie  have 
44  to  live,  or  do  wrell  ?”  On  the 
Radnorfhire  mountains,  I  ob- 
ferved  five  ftones  pitched  on  end, 
within  a  few  yards  of  one  ano¬ 
ther,  in  a  right  line,  but  for 
what  purpofe,  I  do  not  know. 
Some  battle  was  fought  there  I 
fuppofe.  Over  thefe  dreary 
mountains  we  travelled  in  very 
windy  and  rainy  weather,  and 
up  to  the  hilts  in  bogs ;  till  we 
came  to  Pont  Rhyd  y  Cleifion, 
in  Radnorfhire,  a  wooden  birdge 
on  the  river  Eithon,  (as  pro¬ 
nounced,  but,  I  fuppofe,  truly 

I  eithon) 
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lelthon)  which*  I  think,'  is 
mentioned  in  Lewis  Glyn  Co- 
thi’s  work.  Here  are  two  or 
three  houfes,  where  we  baited  ; 
and  there  are  fome  fairs  held 
here.  The  woman  told  us  we 
might  have  fome  “  Golwythion 
ac  wyau,”  rafhers  and  eggs: 
Pa  un  a  fynwch  ai  cig  moch, 
ai  cig  eidioh  tew  ?  i.  e.  which 
will  you  have,  bacon,  or  fat 
beef,  or  both  ?  They  have  bet¬ 
ter  W elfli  here  than  in  Mont¬ 
gomery  (hire,  and  much  better 
Englifh,  for  all  their  children 
learn  that  language  firfL  This 
is  a  branch  of  the  North  Wales 
Welfh,  and  they  make  a  diflinc- 
tion  between  themfelves  and 
“  gwyr  y  Deheudir,”  or  South 
Wales  people.  This  is  in 
the  parilh  of  Llan  Badarn 
Fawr,  vm  Maes  Yfed.  There 
is  alfo,  a  Llan  Badarn  Fynydd, 
in  Montgomeryfhire,  and  Llan 
Badarn  Fawr  in  Ceredigion 
(Cardiganfhire),  and  a  com* 
mot  or  townfhip  there  called, 
Llan  Badarn  Creuddin,  (Caer 
Rhudd  Ddin  or  Cae’r  heiddyn). 
Padarn,  or  as  it  is  written  in 
Latin,  Paternus,  was  a  native 
of  Mauritania,  as  I  have  read  in 
a  manufcript  of  Mr.  Vaughan’s 
of  Hengwrt ;  but  1  can  fcarcely 
believe  he  meant  Mauritania  in 
Africa.  Llan  Badarn  Vawr, 
near  Aberyflwyth,  was  once  a 
bilhop’s  fee ;  but  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  like  fans  of  wh — s,  killed 


their  biiliop ;  ac  ni  bu  un  da  o 
honynt  byth  gwedi,  i.  e.  there 
never  was  one  good  of  them 
fince.  We  alfo  pafled  Mynach- 
log  y  Cwm  hir ;  which  the  En¬ 
glifh  pronounce  Come  here  Ab¬ 
bey  :  it  is  now  all  in  ruins,  and 
is  lituated  in  as  pleafant  a  bot¬ 
tom  (valley)  as  ever  I  faw. 
Cymmer,  Cymner,  or  Cwm- 
ner  Abbey,  near  Dolgelley  in 
Merionethfhire,was  fir  fl  founded 
by  fome  monks,  who  fojourned 
there,  (as  Mr.  Robert  V aughan 
of  Hengwrt  expreffes  it,  in  his 
remarks  on  Sir  William  Dug- 
dale’s  Monafticon)  from  Cwm 
hir  Abbey  It  feems  it  was  a 
colony  of  monks  they  lent  away, 
as  bees  do,  when  the  hive  is 
too  full.  Ignavum,  fucos  pecus, 
a  praefepibus  arcent ;  Virgil. 
I  mnft  own,  I  think  the  monks 
were  men  of  exquinte  tafte,  for 
that  abbey  near  Dolgelley  is 
alfo  mod  pleafantly  fituated.  I 
eroded  alfo  a  river  called  Mar- 
tide  :  I  do  not  know  what  lan¬ 
guage  the  name  is  derived  from. 
The  river  Gwenvron,  in  that 
country,  runs  into  another  cal¬ 
led  Tylwch,  (as  pronounced), 
perhaps  Dulwch.  Llwch  or 
Lough,  is  the  Irilh  word  for  a 
lake  ;  and  Gwenvron  reminded 
me  of  Gwyndor,  or  Gwendor, 
in  America,  mentioned,  I  think, 
either  by  Herbert  or  Purchas. 
We  palled  by  a  houfe  of  Sir 
William  Fowler’s,  called  the 

V  anna ; 
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Vanna  ;  q.  whether  they  mean 
Havannah,  or  perhaps  it  may 
be  derived  from  Bann,  or  Vann, 
a  high  mountain.  Here  I  ob- 
ferved  an  abundance  of  oak 
trees,  all  covered  with  a  kind  of 
mofs,  which  the  W elfh  in  An- 
glefey  call  Mwffogl  y  Geifi', 
or  goafs  mofs :  I  have  for¬ 
gotten  wrhat  Ray  calls  it :  many 
of  them  feem  to  be  young  trees, 
but  this  mofs  will  hardlv  fuffer 

j 

them  to  bear  leaves,  being  all 
over  white,  branches  and  flock. 
Timber  is  of  little  or  no  value 
here,  being  30  miles  from  the 
fea.  I  faw  there,  or  near  that 
place,  a  large  oak  tree,  on  the 
top  of  which  there  is  a  birch 
growing  in  two  branches,  feem- 
ingly  of  about  feven  or  eight 
inches  in  diameter,  with  other 
branches  of  the  oak,  of  equal 
thicknefs.  But  what  feeds  the 
birch  befides  rain  ?  I  remember 
to  have  read  a  difpute  in  the 
philofophical  tranfa&ions  re- 
fpedling  this  extraordinary  kind 
of  vegetation.  One  fays  water 
is  the  chief  principle ;  another 
afferts  that  earth  and  falts  are 
the  principal  fupports  of  the 
growth  of  thefe  trees.  Wood¬ 
ward,  I  think,  fays  he  hath 
made  many  experiments,  and 
endeavours  to  prove  that  no 
vegetation  can  ex  iff  without 
earth.  I  fancy  there  is  very 
little  or  no  earth  on  the  top  of 
the  tree  above  mentioned.  I 


faw  feveral  tumuli,  or  tumps, 
in  my  way  :  thefe  are  called  in 
foine  parts  of  England  barrows . 
In  Meirion  ( Merioneth  {hire)  and 
Montgomeryfhire :  they  are 

called  Tomrncn ,  as  Tommen  v 
Bala,  Tommen  y  Mur,  Tom¬ 
men  y  Gwyr.  They  are  very 
high,  12,  15,  or  20  yards,  and 
hollow  on  the  top.  Some  of 
them  have  been  opened  in  Mont¬ 
gomeryfhire,  and  a  grave  or 
tomb  hath  been  found  in  them. 
So  that  it  feems  they  were  mo¬ 
numents  in  memory  of  fome 
celebrated  heroes :  but  formerly 
I  thought  they  were  only  fum- 
mer  camps.  I  think  I  can  dif- 
cover  fomething  in  the  Welfh 
and  Engli tli  names,  which  prove 
them  to  have  been  intended  for 
monuments  or  maufoleums. 
Tommen  founds  like  Tump, 
and  that  like  Tomb,  and  that 
not  unlike  Tumulus :  and  the 
word  Tommen  in  Anglefey, 
and  other  parts  of  Wales,  might 
come  from  this,  though  the 
original  fignification  is  now  loft  ; 
and  is  not  at  prefent,  as  far  as 
I  know,  made  ufe  of  in  any 
other  fenfe  than  Tommen  Ludw, 
Tommen  Dail,  &c.  i.  e.  a  heap 
of  cinders,  a  dung  heap,  See. 
and  Tommen  o  lances,  neu  o 
gafeg  ;  or  perhaps  thefe  come 
from  tom,  or  tom  from  them. 
If  you  happen  to  read  this  to 
Mr.  Ellis  (to  whom  my  fervice) 
if  he  hath  not  forgotten  pun - 
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ning,  he  will  tell  you  tom  a 
ddaeth  allan,  or  llances  a’r  gafeg. 
February  12th,  after  dinner ;  all 
Englifh  here.  New  Radnor 
(Maes  yfed  newydd)  is  not  four 
miles  from  hence,  where  there 
is  nothing  but  Welfh.  Prefteigm 
(called  in  Welfh  Llan  Andras) 
is  the  county  town  of  Radnor. 
Old  Radnor  is  only  a  village, 
on -the  lide  of  a  hill,  confifting 
of  about  three  or  four  houfes ; 
but  it  boafts  of  a  fine  church, 
and  good  bells.  Now  we  are 
in  Hereford  fir  ire  ;  the  chief 
town,  or  city  rather,  is  called 
Hereford ;  and  I  have  read  it 
fomewhere  Hereford  Eaft ;  and 
a  town  in  Rembrokefhire,  now 
Haverford  Weft,  is  there  deno- 

i 

initiated  Hereford  Weft.  But 
how  this  country  came  to  be 
called  in  Welfh,  Sir  Idenftbrdd, 
(or  Old  Way)  1  cannot  guefs. 
Clawdd  Off  a,  or  Oifa’s  Dyke, 
is  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of 
this  town ;  we  are  to  crofs  it 
to-morrow.  I  have  juft  now 
delivered  my  trunk  to  fome 
carriers,  J  do  not  know  who ; 
by  the  direction  of  Robert  Tav- 
lor,  of  the  King’s  Head,  where 
i  lodge,  who  is  their  book¬ 
keeper  ;  but  I  can  get  no  re¬ 
ceipt  for  it.  What  if  it  ihould 
be  loft  ?  I  know  not  whom  to 
afk  for  it.  All  the  old  and  new 
charts  or  draughts  of  the  Welfh 
coafts,  are  in  it ;  my  watch, 
and  feven  guineas  in  gold,  and 


many  other  valuable  articles: 
if  it  fliould  go  fafe,  great  will 
be  my  good  fortune ;  but  I 
hope  the  beft.  It  is  to  be  at 
the  Swan  Inn,  Holborn  Bridge, 
next  Friday.  Since  I  am  ar¬ 
rived  fo  far  on  my  journey,  l 
will  tell  you  a  "word  or  twa> 
about  Cardiganfhire.  This  is 
the  richeft  county  I  ever  knew, 
and  the  one  which  contains  the 
feweft  clever  or  ingenious  peo¬ 
ple.  I  know  feveral  perfons  as 
poor  as  John,  Ben  Clyttwr, 
who  have  veins  of  lead  ore  on 
their  lands,;  and  yet  they  will 
neither  work  them  themfelves, 
nor  fufFer  any  other  perfon  to 
do  fo.  I  am  as  well  convinced, 
as  that  I  am  in  this  place,  that 
it  fome  company  wore  to  ad¬ 
vance  me  two  hundred  pounds, 

I  could  loon  make  two  thou- 
fand  of  them :  yes,  and  for 
aught  I  know,  two  thoufand  a 
year  ;  and  what  is  ftill  more,  a 
great  probability  of  making 
twelve  thoufand  a  year.  Who 
would  not  venture  all  one  is 
worth?  They  have  raifed  at 
Darren  Vawr  Hill,  near  Aber~ 
yftwyth,  for  fome  years,  two 
hundred  tons  every  quarter  of  a 
year,  which  is  800  ton  per  ann. 
The  ore  contains  50  or  60 
ounces  of  filver ;  fome  more, 
feme  lefs,  and  is  worth  clear  on 
the  bank  or  quay  /'20.  a  ton  ; 
and  20X800=16000.  flxteen 
thoufand  pounds  a  year.  But 
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the  charge  or  expence  to  be  de¬ 
duced,  is  about  .£4000.  So 
there  is  a  clear  profit  of  £ 12000. 
a  year  ;  and  all  within  the  com- 
pafs  of  two  hundred  yards.  But 
the  work  will  laft  for  ages,  and 
there  are  many  works  un- 
wrought,  difcovered  in  the 
neighbourhood,  or  forefield  of 
it,  on  the  fame  vein :  and  it 
goes  through  our  leafe,  but  we 
have  not  been  able  as  yet  to  hit 
upon  it.  I  have  difcovered  a 
fulphur  vein,  very  near  the 
courfe  of  it,  but  it  is  too  wet  as 
yet  to  fink  upon  it.  I  have  a 
promife  of  a  leafe  of  a  quillet 
very  near  Darren  Vawr,  and  it 
is  ffrange  to  me  if  we  do  not 
difcover  ore  there.  The  vein 
we  work  upon  is  a  foft  clay, 
and  we  find  fpots  of  lead  ore  in 
it ;  but  we  have  not  come  to  a 
rib ;  which  we  cannot  expe6t 
till  it  hardens.  I  have  left 
money  in  Edward’s  hands,  to 
carry  on  the  work  till  I  return. 
And  I  am  in  hopes,  I  fhall  be 
able  to  form  an  opulent,  re- 
fpedfable  company  now  in  Lon¬ 
don.  There  are  incumbrances 
on  fome  of  the  works  mentioned 
above,  which  I  can  remove, 
and  then  take  leafes  of  them, 
and  be  as  rich  as  Groefus .  You 
would  be  furprized,  if  you  were 
to  fee  them,  at  the  indolence  of 
the  people,  the  proprietors,  See. 
I  know  all  the  works  in  the 
country,  and  have  taken  a  full 


account  of  their  fituations, 
riches,  &c.  I  am  now  engaged 
in  finking  ten  yards  below  level, 
which  is  alfo  above  eight  yards; 
and  if  we  do  not  meet  with  ore 
in  that  depth,  we  fhall  have 
none  in  that  vein,  and  muff:  try 
elfe where.  I  left  Edward  in- 
ftrudtions  what  to  do.  To 
trench,  or  dig,  for  new  difcove- 
ries,  &c.  We  have  a  very 
good  chance,  but  we  muff  leave 
all  to  God’s  providence. 

I  am,  See. 

Lewis  Morris. 

N.  B.  The  year  is  not  in- 
,  ferted,  probably  it  was  in  1757, 
when  I  find  him  in  London, 
taking  his  leave  of  Gronow 
Owen,  who  was  about  to  fail 
for  America. 


To  Mr.  Vaughan  of  Nannau , 

Teh.  12,  1742. 
Sir, 

I  always  found  a  great  deal 
of  pleafure  in  taking  notes  upon 
the  road,  of  occurrences  that 
happen,  and  the  varieties  of 
obje£!s  that  offer  themfelves  to- 
our  view  ;  and  as  in  this  jour¬ 
ney  from  Cardiganfhire  to  Lon¬ 
don,  I  have  made  fome  obfer- 

vations, 
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vations,  that  may  divert  you  for 
an  hour  or  two,  I  have  fent 
them  to  you. 

Feb.  10,  1742. 

Set  out  without  company, 
excepting  the  guide,  that  carried 
my  trunk  and  papers.  In  my 
way  to  Llan  Gurig,  we  crofTed 
the  river  Caftell  twice,  where 
a  vein  of  lead  ore  appears  in  the 
river  for  feveral  yards;  it  lies 
between  two  commons.  I  pur- 
pofely  omit  giving  any  account 
of  the  great  lead-works  of 
Cardiganfhire,  fitter  for  a  vo¬ 
lume  than  a  letter.  Paffing 
from  Llan  Gurig  into  Montgo- 
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meryfhire,  I  faw  feveral  tumuli 
along  the  road.*  Wont  it  puz¬ 
zle  our  antiquaries  a  little  to 
give  a  reafon  why  one  of  thefe 
tumps  is  called  by  the  neigh¬ 
bours  Cafiell  Bychan:  Brychan 
Brycheiniog,  from  whom  Bry- 
cheiniog  (i.  e.  Brecknock)  took 
its  name,  was  formerly  lord  of 
that  country ;  and  this  might 
be  his  cafile,  or  fuppofed  to 
be  fo :  but  how  came  they  to 
be  caftles  and  monuments? 
At  a  place  in  Montgomeryfhire, 
called  Llan  Eurfal,  in  the 
church  yard  there  is  a  fione 
eredled,  of  about  four  foot 
above  ground,  with  this  in- 
fcription : 


HIC  IN 

TVM::  LO  IA 

CIT  R::  :  ST  E 
•  •  • 

CE  F I  LI  A  PA 
TERN  INI 
ANI  XIII  IN 


*  S°nie  account  of  them  are  given  in  the  preceding  letter. 
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I  do  not  remember  I  ever  read 
of  Paterninus  among  the  Bri¬ 
tons,  but  Paternus  was  a  noted 
man,  a  native  of  Mauritania, 
that  erected  a  bifhopE  fee  in 
Cardigan  (hire,  between  A.  D. 
5 16  and  540.  I  forgot  to  tell 
you  that  I  was  at  Pont  Rhyd  y 
Cleifion,  (which  is  mentioned 
by  L.  Glyn  Cothi,  the  poet,, 
who  was  officer  under  Jaipur, 
earl  of  Pembroke,  in  the  wars 
between  York  and  Lancaftei . ) 
But  now  as  I  am  come  to  Eng¬ 
land,  I  have  not  fo  much  to 
fay;  and  an  Englifli  traveller, 
verfed  in  the  hiftones  of  his 
country,  may  make  obfervations 
more  to  the  purpofe  than  I  pre¬ 
tend  to.  But  I  muff  ofeferve  to 
you,  that  the  river  Arw,  which 
runs  by  Kmgfton  into  Ilei  e- 
fordfhire,  retains  its  ancient  Bri- 
tifh  name,  and  fignifies  rough,, 
and  it  anfwers  the  character. 
Near  this  town  alfo  we  croffed 
Offa’s  Dyke,  a  great  mud  wall, 
faid  to  be  built  formerly  by 
OfFa,  king  of  Mercia :  but  how 
came  the  king  of  Mercia  to 
build  this  wall  crofs  all  the 
ifland?  there  mu  ft  have  been 
other  kino;s  to  join  him  ;  and  it 
feems  the  Welfti  were  plaguy 
troublefome,  when  there  rnuft 
be  a  wall  to  feparate  them.  But 
I  cannot  he  of  the  common 
opinion,  that  this  was  a  defence 
again#  the  Welfli  ;  for  how 


foon  would  they  demolifh  & 
mud  wall,  if  they  were  i uch; 
terrible  creatures  ?  If  they  were 
a  parcel  of  poltroons,  as  lome 
modern  wits  will  infer  from  this 
filly  fortification,  what  occafion 
was  there  for  a  wall  at  all 
again  ft  fuch  worthlefs  animals  r 
Doth  it  not  feem  more  likely , 
that  upon  a  peace  between  the 
Englifli  and  Britifh  princes,  this 
ditch  was  cut  as  an  everlafting 
boundary  line  between  the  two 
nations,  and  that  they  all  joined 
in  it?  Bromyard  feems  to  have 
taken  its  name  from  the  plenty 
of  broom  growing  there.  The 
river  Avon  in  W oreefterfliire,. 
divides  Evefham  town  from 
a  village  called  Benfworth  * 
but  how  came  the  Englifli 
to  retain  this  name  ?  You  know 
the  word  Avon  is  the  only  Bri- 
tiih  word  we  have  for  a  river,, 
and  to  call  it  the  river  Avon, 
is  to  fay  the  river  river.  Had 
they  faid  the  river  of  rivers,  it 
would  have  looked  better.  An 
intolerable  road  through  Wor- 
cefterfliire.  As  I  went  towards 
a  town  called  Stow,  I  met  a 
countryman,  who  afked  me  whe¬ 
ther  I  had  the  fmall-pox-  If  I 
had  not,  I  fliould  certainly  have 
it,  if  I  went  to  the  town  :  He 
advifed  me  to  go  on  the  out  fide 
of  the  village-  Suiely  it  muff 
be  a  voere  plague,  that  can  be 
fo  ep idem  Leak  F rom  H  ereford.- 
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/hire  to  London,  I  obferved 
plenty  of  the  juniper  tree;  thofe 
people  need  not  fear  the  cholic. 
Their  method  of  foldinp-  their 

O 

fheep,  which  feed  upon  turnips 
in  thefe  countries,  mud  be  the 
reafon  the  Englifh  mutton  is  fo 
bad,  fo  rank,  and  coarfe.  If 
the  luxury  of  London  knew 
how  fweet  our  mountain  mut¬ 
ton  is,  I  am  certain  they  would 
not  ilay  an  hour  to  eat  turnips 
at  fecond  hand.  The  Lord  fend 
me  foon  again  to  that  country, 
where  there  is  good  water,  good 
air,  good  mutton,  good  ale,  and 
good  neighbourhood.  It  is  mo¬ 
derate  travelling  upon  the  road 
till  you  come  within  40  miles 
of  London,  and  then  they  are 
mere  fharks  and  alligators.  I 
am  fure  they  have  neither  con¬ 
fidence,  nor  religion  of  any 
kind:  I  mean  the  publicans. 
The  country  people,  [  think, 
are  much  more  booriih  here 
than  in  W; ales.  There  is  fome- 
thing  of  the  impudent  rudic  in 
them,  and  mud  be  the  effecf  of 
ignorance  and  felf-fufficiency. 
I  met  two  of  them  near  Ux¬ 
bridge,  with  large  heavy  horfes, 
and  though  I  removed  out  of  the 
road,  they  ran  aboard  of  me,  as 
your  great  Newcadle  colliers 
do  when  they  meet  a  light  fri¬ 
gate  in  the  river,  and  had  really 
overfet  me,  if  my  horfe  had  not 
been  too  nimble  for  them.— 


Thofe  inns,  upon  the  road,  that 
abounded  with  women,  I  al¬ 
ways  found  unmannerly  and  ir¬ 
regular;  particularly  the  Swan 
at  Tetfworth.  A  damnable 
bad  inn  I  met  with  at  the  Red 
Lion  in  Renfworth,  where  I 
lodged  out  of  complaifance  to 
fome  company  I  overtook.  The 
wife  was  a  drunkard  and  a  fcold, 
the  houfe  fmoaky,  the  fervants 
tools,  the  beds  very  bad,  and, 
I  believe,  the  hufband  a  cuckold. 
There  ought  to  have  been  a  red 
crofs  there,  with  the  Lord  have 
mercy  upon  us,  inftead  of  a  red 
lion.  —  In  one  inn  upon  the 
road,  I  had  given  my  horfe  half 
a  peck  of  oats,  and  turned  my 
back  for  about  two  minutes, 
whip  jack  all  the  corn  was 
gone,  either  to  the  horfe ’s  belly, 
or  to  the  hoftler’s  pocket,  or 
cheft — a  proper  caveat:  and  if 
horfes  could  fpeak,  as  well  as 
Balaam’s  afs,  they  fhould  be 
better  fed  than  they  are.  I  have 
only  time  to  remark,  that  the 
firfl  thing  that  faluted  my  ears 
when  I  came  to  London,  was  a 
Britifh  word  ufed  by  the  milk 
women,  when  they  cry  milk, 
miew,  miew.  The  old  Britifh 
word  for  a  cow,  is  biw,  and  in 
declining  and  adding,  they  pro¬ 
nounced  it  y  miw,  or  miew.  I 
prefume  the  old  Britons  ufed  to 
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go  from  door  to  door  with  cows, 
as  they  do  now  with  aftes. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

Llewelyn  Ddtt. 


From  Mr.  Leivis  Morris  to  Mr. 

Vaughan ,  of  Nannau. 

Bijhop* s  Cajile ,  in  Shropfhire, 
Oct.  1th,  1752. 

Worthy  Sir, 

After  a  perambulation  of  fe- 
reral  counties,  and  obfervation 
of  variety  of  objedls,  a  great 
number  of  ftrange  fort  of  people, 
abundance  ofgimeracks,  moun¬ 
tains,  rivers,  dales,  and  towns, 
I  am  arrived  at  this  place,  upon 
buftnefs  of  receiving  rents,  and 
felling  an  eftate  for  a  nobleman, 
I  wifh  any  body  elfe  had  it. 
Having  a  leifure  evening,  which 
I  feldom  or  ever  have  at  home 
(where  I  am  in  the  center  of 
my  bufinefs)  who  lliould  come 
into  my  head  but  you.  I  be¬ 
gan  to  remember  how  I  had 
been  told  that  you  were  come 
home  from  your  voyage,,  and 
all  fafe  and  found ;  but  did  not 
know  how  to  believe  it,  nor 
fhall  I  till  I  have  it  under  your 
hand.  I  wrote  you  a  good 
while  ago,  in  behalf  of  poor 
Gronow  Owen,  the  greateft 


genius,  either  of  this  age,  or 
that  ever  appeared  in  our  coun¬ 
try  ;  and,  perhaps,  few  other 
countries  can  fhew  the  like  of 
him  for  univerfal  knowledge.’ — • 

I  lhewed  you  Cywydd  y  tarn 
Fawr,  and  fome  other  pieces  of 
his,  when  I  was  la  ft  at  Nan- 
nau:  and  I  have"  three  or  four 
pieces  of  his  ftnce,  that  are  the 
beft  that  ever  were  written  in  our 
language,  and  will  endure  while 
there  is  good  fcnfe,  good  nature, 
and  good  learning  in  the  world* 
—It  is  a  pity  (and  the  greateft  of 
pities)  that  fuch  a  man  as  this, 
who  is  not  only  the  greateft  of 
poets,  but  a  great  matter  of  lan¬ 
guages,  fhould  labour  under 
the  hardfhip  of  keeping  a  fchool, 
and  ferving  a  curacy  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  Cam  Seafon,  and  all  for 
the  poor  income  of  twenty-fix 
pounds  a  year,  when,  at  the 
fame  time,  many  a  fat  parion 
which,  their  neighbours  fay, 
(have  hardly  common  under¬ 
funding)  make  the  earth  groan 
under  them,  when  they  tread  it, 
becaufe  they  have  fome  hundreds 
a  year  for  not  keeping  a  fchool, 
or  ferving  a  church.  What 
an  odd  contrivance  this  is  in  the 
church  !  But,  however,  let 
them  contrive  it  as  they  will,  all 
that  I  want  is,,  that  our  country¬ 
man  Gronow  Owen,  lliould 
have  meat  to  his  mouth,  and  to 
his  yvife,  and  two  children.  But 
I  would  chufe  of  aU  things  to 

have 
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feave  him  in  Merioneth  (hire,  it 
feeing  impracticable  to  get  him 
into  Cardiganfhire ;  but  he 
wifhes  to  be  in  Anglefey,  his 
•native  country,  I  am  told  you 
have  good  intereffc  with  the 
Bifhop  cf  Bangor  ;  if  you  can 
get  this  man  a  living,  you  will 
not  only  make  yourfelf  immor¬ 
tal,  but  make  me  immortal  too  ; 
and  if  you  are  fo  hard  hearted 
as  to  refufe  me  immortality, 
when  to  be  had  upon  fuch  eafy 
terms,  I  fhould  think  you  very 
cruel. — My  next  {hall  bring 
you  Cywydd  y  Gem,  which 
is  the  lad  poem  he  hath  written, 
the  fu-bjedt  is  fearch  for  happi- 
nefs ;  Dedwyddyd  is  the  gem  he 
hath  iearched  for  in  all  corners 
of  the  world;  and  after  a  great 
many  fine  defcriptions  and  re- 
fearches,  with  the  help  of  phi- 
lofophy,  and  all  kind  of  learn¬ 
ing;  after  confulting  Solomon’s 
works,  &c.  he  finds  that  gem 
is  not  to  be  had  among  the 
jewels  on  crowns,  mitres,  and 
caps,  nor,  in  fhort,  any  where 
in  this  world.  Then,  he  finds 
a  book,  written  by  another  fon 
of  David,  which  tells  him 
where  it  is  to  be  found,  and 
gives  a  lively  defcription  of  that 
country  (Heaven).  This  is  the 
fubje&,  but  nothing  can  come 
up  with  the  beautiful  turns  and 
expreflions  *  throughout  the 
whole,  which  makes  the  writer 
worthy,  not  only  of  a  paltry 
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rectory,  but  of  the  favour  of  all 
men  of  lenfe  in  our  country,  and 
is  really  not  only  an  honour 
to  ancient  Britons,  but  human 
nature  in  general.  I  dont  re¬ 
member  that  I  have  fent  you 
a  copy  of  his  Cywydd,  entitled 
Bonedd  ac  achau  yr  Awen,  a 
mod  excellent  piece.  The  fub- 
jedf  of  that,  as  well  as  all  his 
other  fubjedts,  hath  fomething 
new  and  furprifing  in  it.  He 
bid  examines  the  Greek  and 
Roman  writers,  and  finds  the 
accounts  they  give  of  their  feign¬ 
ed  Mules,  to  be  only  the  dreams 
of  the  poets,  Breuddwydion  y 
Beirdd ydynt;  then  he  finds  out 
an  original  far  more  ancient 
than  the  father  of  their  mufes, 
&c.  He  finds  that  the  bars  of 
the  morning  fang  the  praifes  of 
God,  and  all  the  hod  of  Heaven. 
They  fang  fo  loud  that  the 
comets,  or  wandering  bars, 
heard  them,  and  jumped  into 
their  orbs  again  to  join  in  the 
chorus. 

Fei  clywai’r  fer  difperod 

Llemain  a  wnai  rhai'n  i’w  rhod. 

Adam  heard  them  out  of  Para- 
dife,  and  joined  in  the  fong ; 
his  wife  was  fo  well  pleafed  with 
his  finging,  that  fhe  became  a 
proficient  in  it,  and  they  fang 
together  the  praifes  of  God  all 
day  long.  Here  we  have  an 
original  of  poetry,  which  the 
K  k  3  fuperf^itious 
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fuperftitious  Grecians  and  Ro¬ 
mans  knew  nothing  of ;  from 
hence  he  carries  it  to  Mofes 
and  David,  and  gives  fome 
charming  fpecimens  of  David’s 
poetry. 

Deffro  fy  nabl  parabl  per 
Ki  ganwu  emyn  gwiwner,  &e. 

Then  he  comes  to  the  great 
poet  Solomon,  the  author  of  the 
Song  of  Songs. 

Fe  gant  gan,  gwiwlan  y  gwau. 

Can  odiaeth  y  caniadau  : 

Pwy  ni  char  ei  Ros  Saron 
LiJi  a’r  draenllwyni  lion  ;  &c. 

Thefe  lines  will  laft  for  ever,  in 
fpite  of  the  ruft  of  time,  and  the 
malice  of  enemies  ;  neither  fire 
nor  wrater  can  deftroy  them ; 
nor  will  they  perifli  till  the  world 
falls  in  pieces,  and  man  is  no 
more. 

I  had  forgot  to  give  you  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  the  fong  fung  by  the 
morning  Bars  on  the  creation  of 

O 

the  world. 

Ser  bore  a  ddwyreynt 
Yn  llu  i  gydganu  gynt: 

<(  Perffaith  yw  dy  waith  Duw  Ion; 

“  Dethol  dy  ffyrdd  a  doethion; 

(i  A  mad  ac  anchwiliachvy, 
iC  Dduw  mawr !  ac  ni  fydd  ddim 
(e  flawy,  &c.” 

When  I  fee  in  Milton,  Dryden, 
or  Pope,  fuch  nervous  lines, 
and  grand  expreffions,  as  this 


poem  contains,  I  fhall  admire 
them  as  much  as  I  do  Gronow 
Owen,  and  not  till  then. 

Sunday  Morning. 

The  poll  goes  out  immediately, 
and  to-morrow  1  intend  to  fet 
out  for  our  Welfh  bath  at  Llan 
y  Drindod,  there  to  drink  a  gal¬ 
lon  of  water,  and  a  gallon  of 
fome  other  liquor  ;  from  thence 
to  GalltVadog:  from  thence, 
about  the  latter  end  of  the  week, 
to  Aberdovey,  to  fend  quarterly 
accounts  up,  and  fo  home,  and 
fo  the  world  goes  round.  Pray 
let  me  hear  from  you  as  foon  as 
you  can. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moil  obedient  Servant, 
Lewis  Morris. 


An  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Rev.  Gro.  Owen ,  dated  Wal- 
ton ,  Aug.  10 th,  1753. 

-  - — I  am  charmed  with 

the  account  you  give  me  of  your 
fociety  of  Ancient  Britons,  and 
hope  it  may  flourifh  for  the 
honour  and  prefervation  of  our 
language.— —If  your  body  of  laws 
are  printed,  I  fhoukl  be  obliged 
to  ydu  for  the  perufal  of  them. 
Nothing  can  be  more  agreeable 

to 
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to  me  than  eledfinof  me  for  one 

*  O 

of  your  correfponding  members; 
•but  being  confcious  of  my  want 
of  proper  qualifications,  and 
knowing  how  very  little  iervice 
i  can  do  your  fociety  in  return, 
I  know  not  how  to  accept  of 
your  kind  favour. — W ere  I  as 
able  as  I  am  willing,  fomething 
might  he  hoped  for ;  but  it  were 
a  piece  of  imprudence  (to  fay 
no  worfe)  to  let  my  ambition 
carry  me  beyond  my  abilities. — 
If  I  durb  make  any  pretenfions 
to  your  favour,  it  Ihould  be  in¬ 
ti  rely  on  the  fcore  of  poetry  and 
philofophy,  (for  I  pretend  not  to 
any  (kill  in  hidorv,  natural  phi- 
lofophy,  <5ec.)  but  I  am  too 
well  aware  of  my  own  incon- 
liderablenefs,  even  in  thofe,  to 
expedl  to  be  honoured  with 
iuch  a  di-dingu idling  mark  of 
the  ebeem  of  your  honourable 
and  learned  fociety.  If  being 
merely  a  wrell-wifher  to  our  na¬ 
tion  and  language  were  diffid¬ 
ent  to  recommend  me  to  a  mem- 
berdiip,  my  title  would  be  in- 
difputable,  for  none  can  be 
more  fo  (I  fpeak  with  fincerjty) 
than  myfelf.  And  I  conceive 
fome  hopes  of  the  poflibility  of 
retrieving  the  ancient  fplendor 
of  our  language,  which  cannot 
poflibly  be  better  done  than  by 
the  methods  pointed  out  by  your 
fociety,  viz.  laying  open  its 
worth  and  beauty  to  brangers, 
oird  publishing  fomething  in  it 


that  is  curious,  and  will  bear 
pending  in  fucc ceding  ages. 
Such  performances  cannot  fail 
of  drawing  on  them  the  eyes, 
and  exciting  the  curiofity  of 
b  rangers.  Strangers!  did  I  fay? 
Good  -God  !  what  if  we  find 
our  own  countrymen  the  great - 
eb  brangers  to  it  ?  I  blufh  even 
to  think  it,  but  am  afraid  the 
refledfion  will  be  found  too  juft 
on  Cambria’s  ungrateful,  undu- 
tiful  foils. '“-An  egregious  in- 
dance  of  tliis  I  met  with  lad 
week  at  my  own  houfe.  For 
having  been  invited  iometime 

o 

ago,  to  an  afternoon’s  drinking, 
at  a  neighbouring  clergyman's 
houfe,  (according  to  the  cudom. 
of  this  country)  I  invited  him 
again  to  my  houfe,  and  defired 
he  wrould  bring  a  countryman, 
and  a  namefake  of  mine,  that  is 
curate  of  a  neighbouring  paridi, 
along  with  him,  for  I  was  de- 
firous  or  creating  and  cultivat¬ 
ing.  an  acquaintance  with  him, 
as  he  wras  a  Welfhman,  and  a 
man  of  a  very  good  charadler 
for  learning  and  morals.  My 
define  was  accompli  died,  the 
gentleman  came,  and  to  com- 
pleat  the  happinefs  of  the  day,  Mr. 
Brooke,  my  patron,  made  me  a 
prefent  of  foiherum,&c.  and  hon¬ 
oured  uswith  his  company.  When 
we  wrere  fet,  the  pleafure  I  expref- 
led  in  feeing  a  countryman,  at 
this  fird  interview,  turned  the 
topic  of  the  difeou  rfe  upon  Wales 
K  k  4  and 
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and  the  Welfh  tongue.  Mr. 
Owen*  (like  an  honeft  Welsh¬ 
man)  owned  that  he  was  a  native 
of  Montgomeryshire  ;  which 
plea  fed  me  well  enough ;  but 
being  afked  by  my  patron  (who 
though  an  Englishman  has  a 
few  Welili  words,  which  he  is 
fond  of )  whether  he  could 
fpeak  or  read  Welfh,  I  found 
the  young  urchin  was  fhy  to 
own  either,  though  I  was  af¬ 
terwards  that  fame  day  convin¬ 
ced  of  the  contrary.  Then 
when  they  alledged  it  was  a  dying 
language,  not  worth  cultivating, 
See.  which  I  ftifly  denied  ;  the 
wicked  imp,  with  an  air  of  com¬ 
placency  and  Satisfaction,  faid 
there  was  nothing  in  it  worth 
reading,  and  that  to  his  certain 
knowledge  the  English  daily  got 
ground  of  it,  and  he  doubted  not 
but  in  a  hundred  years  it  would 
be  quite  loft.  This  was  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  triumph  to  my  antagonists; 
but  to  me  it  was  Such  a  con¬ 
founded  overthrowing  blow  as 
would  certainly  have  utterly 
ruined  and  deftroyed  me  out  of 
the  way,  but  that  I  have  a  queer 
turn  of  mind  that  difpofes  me  to 
laugh  heartily  at  an  abfurdity, 
and  to  defpife  ignorance  and  con- 
ceitednefs.  But  he  is  not  the 
firft  I  met  with  of  that  ftamp ; 
let  them  fay  So,  and  with  it  fo  ; 
if  they  will,  but  be  not  you  dis¬ 


couraged  in  your  laudable  un¬ 
dertaking,  and  be  fure  if  I  can 
but  contribute  my  mite  towards 
it,  it  Shall  not  be  wanting,  I  Shall 
always  think  it  my  duty  and 
greateft  pleafure  fo  to  do.  Dyma 
lythyr  nen  ddau  oddiwrth  Wilym 
Ddu  o  Gybi,  yn  deify f  arnaf 
yferifenu,  notes  and  explana¬ 
tions,  ar  gywydd  y  farn,  ac  ar 
gywrydd  bonedd  yr  awen,  a’u 
gyr  yna  at  y  gymdeithas  i’w 
hargraphu.  I  have  at  prefent 
never  a  book  by  me,  neither  a 
dictionary,  nor  any  other  (though 
they  are  at  Chefter,  and  will  be 
I  hope  at  Liverpool  this  week) 
fo  I  cannot  find  in  my  heart  to 
take  that  work  in  hand  without 
them,  as  they  are  fo  near  com¬ 
ing;  and  befides,  I  dont  think 
it  proper  to  write  notes,  and 
point  out  the  beauties  (if  there 
are  any)  or  criticize  on  the  faults 
in  my  own  work.  The  former 
is  by  no  means  proper  for  me  to 
do,  and  the  latter  (I’ll  uphold  it) 
will  be  done  fafter  for  me  per¬ 
haps  than  I  could  wifti.  All 
that  is  proper  for  me  to  do,  I 
wrill  willingly  and  readily  fet 
about  (if  you  think  proper,  and 
acquaint  me  with  your  pleafure 
in  your  next)  which  I  take  to 
be  no  more  than  barely  expound¬ 
ing  the  hard  words  by  Some  of 
more  common  ufe,  and  putting 
a  few  Scriptural  proofs  and  allu- 


*  Redtor  of  Warrington,  now  alive,  1795, ■—setat  67;  tranflator  of  Juvenal,  and 
author  of  Farringdon’s  Sermon*. 
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fions,  &c.  in  the  margin.  This 
I  will  do  if  you  pleafe,  and  cor¬ 
rect  the  copies  all  as  well  as  I 
can,  and  fend  them  to  you  cor- 
reCtly  written  (inclofed  in  a 
frank),  with  large  blank  mar¬ 
gins  for  any  fair  critic  to  fill 
with  notes.  To  go  any  farther 
would  bear  too  hard  upon  mo- 
defly  and  decency. 

As  for  poor  plodding  Rich¬ 
ards,  you  have  faid  more  of  him 
than  ever  I  intended  to  do  my- 
felf ;  but  fay  what  you  will, 
you  cannot  injure  him  much. 
I  have  fo  much  charity  for  him 
as  to  believe  he  undertook  it 
with  a  view  of  the  public  good; 
but  can  by  no  means  allow  that 
the  book  will  be  ufeful  to  the 
next  compiler,  or  indeed  to  any 
body  elfe.  When  Virgil  ga¬ 
thered  gold  out  of  Ennius’s 
dunghill,  I  prefume  the  former 
bore  a  proportion  as  one  to  ten 
to  the  latter ;  but  here  there  is 
not  an  ounce  to  a  tun  weight,  fo 
not  worth  raking  for.  I  wifh  lie 
had  nothing  to  do  with  Mofes 
Williams,  Henry  Salilbury,  and 
Baxter,  I  am  fure  it  had  been 
better;  but  efpecially  his  own 
Glamorgan.  What  have  Gla¬ 
morgan  words  to  do  withWelfh  ? 
I  had  rather  he  had  made  ufe  of 
any  gibberifh,  and  authorized  it 
with  an  Hottentotiae ;  that  would 
never  miflead  poflerity ;  but  we 
tn&y  be  eafy,  for  I  dare  fay  his 


dictionary  never  will.  The 
dictionaries,  glofTaries,  Sec.  that 
Ire  compiled  from,  might  have 
been  ufeful  to  a  judicious  man 
that  could  have  picked  and  cul¬ 
led  with  judgment  and  difere- 
tion,  but  I  have  no  patience 
when  I  fee  H.  Salilbury,  the 
late  unaccountable  Mr.  Mofes 
Williams,  quoted  to  juffify  a 
blunder,  or  to  legitimate  and  au¬ 
thorize  the  moll  uncouth  gib- 
berifh.  He  muff  either  be  fu- 
perflitioully  bigotted  to  H.  Sa- 
lifbury,  &c.  or  elfe  very  inju¬ 
dicious  with  a  witnefs,  to  fwell 
his  book  with  the  fame  w  ord  three 
or  four  times  over,  where  but 
one  reading  is  true,  and  all  the 
reft  to  be  rejected  as  corruptions. 
V.  g.  Myrddyn.  Henry  Salif- 
bury.  See  Murddyn,  and  fo  on 
to  Merddyn,  Murddun,  &c. 
Dictionaries  are,  or  fhould  be 
made  to  underhand  authors  by, 
and  to  teach  us  to  write  correCt- 
ly  in  imitation  of  them,  and  not 
to  acquaint  us  with  the  different 
corruptions  that  words  may  be 
perverted  to,  by  the  lifping  prat¬ 
tle  of  nuries  and  children,  and 
vicious  phrafeology  of  clowns 
and  ruftics.  The  w'ord  add- fed 
is  pronounced  addfyd  by  the 
greateff  part  of  the  Denbighfnire 
people.  What  then?  Were  I 
to  compile  a  dictionary  wrould  it 
be  commendable,  or  even  fuffer- 
able  in  me,  to  wTrite  addfyd  or 
addfed  (though  I  fhould  find  it 
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in  a  manufcript  collection  of 
words)  and  then  add  fee  addfed; 
you  will  fay  why  not  ?  Becaufe 
it  is  not  fo  found  in  any  approv¬ 
ed  writer,  and  (what  ought  to 
have  more  weight)  becaufe  ety¬ 
mology  is  againft  it,  the  word 
being  compounded  of  add  and 
medi.  Molt  of  the  writers  and 
collectors  of  thofe  gloflfaries  and 
collections  of  words  defigned 
for  additions  to  Dr.  Davies  are 
not  to  be  depended  upon,  be¬ 
caufe  they  took  all  uncommon 
words  as  they  found  them,  and 
that  commonly  out  of  the 
mouths  of  ignorant  people,  well 
or  ill  pronounced,  no  matter, 
their  being  new  to  their  ears  and 
underflandings  gave  them  a  fuf- 
ficient  title  to  have  a  place  in  a 
collection,  witnefs  tat  a  fwine 
in  Lloyd’s  Ar.  Br.  and  many 
more  I  could  quote  had  I  books; 
and  as  moft  of  them  are  not  to 
be  depended  upon,  fo  they  are 
all  to  be  fufpeCfed ;  for  moft  or 
all  have  an  itch  for  eftabli thing 
and  propagating  their  own 
whims  and  conceits  (as  flies  have 
to  blow  maggots)  which  it  is 
every  body  elfe’s  intereft  to  de- 
ftroy.  A  gloflary  writer  had 
rather  turn  a  language  topfy 
turvy  than  quit  a  few  etymolo¬ 
gical  conjectures,  the  production 
of  his  own  dear  brains ;  and  a 
bad  poet  bad  rather  write  and 
pronounce  fifty  words  wrong,  to 
fecure  his  cynghanedd  than  be 


obliged  to  alter  one  favourite 
faulty  line. 

It  is  a  fpecious  ornament  to  a 
title  page  to  promife  feveral 
thoufands  of  words  more  than 
in  Dr.  Davies’s  ;  but  perhaps  all 
thefe  thoufands,  by  the  time  they 
are  well  flfted  and  cleaned,  will 
fcarce  amount  to  an  hundred. 
One  of  them  I  remember  is  iat  a 
country-gate,  that  is  the  old  (yet 
flail  common)  Englifh  word 
yate.  Is  this  adding  to  Dr. 
Davies’s?  Is  this  enriching  the 
Welfh  language  ?  by  the  fame 
rule  it  may  be  made  the  gene¬ 
ral,  univerfal,  catholic  language 
of  the  univerfe.  It  is  but  mak¬ 
ing  all  words  in  the  world  free 
denizons  of  our  own  language, 
and  call  them  our  own,  and  the 
jobb  is  done. 

Yet  after  all,  it  flaould  feem 
that  the  public  is  in  fome  fort 
obliged  to  an  author  that  writes 
for  their  pleafure  or  profit,  for 
his  good  intentions  at  leaft ;  but 
ftill  we  think  it  no  injuftice  to 
fee  a  bad  aCtor  (though  he  has 
nothing  more  at  heart  than  to 
pleafe  us)  hi  fled  off  the  flage. 

My  compliments  to  Llewelyn 
(os  yw  yna)  and  favour  me 
with  a  line  as  foon  as  con- 
veniency  permits,  and  you  will 
greatly  oblige 

Your  humble  fervant. 

From 
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From  the  Rev.  Gronw  Owen, 
to  Mr.  Richard  Morris ,  of 
the  Navy  Office,  London. 

Syr, 

Mi  a  dderbyniais  eich  Epiftol 
a  rhyfedd  oedd  genyf  weled  un 
yn  dyfod  o  Lundain,  a  thra 
rhyfedd  gweled  enw  gwr,  na 
welais  erioed  a’m  llygaid.  Ffafr 
oedd  hon,  heb  ei  difgwyl  ’ 
eithyr  po  lleiaf  y  difgwyliad, 
mwyaf  y  cymmeriad.  Er  na 
ddigwyddodd  i’m  llygaid  erioed 
ganfod  mo  honoch,  etto  nid 
dieithyr  i  mi,  m’och  enw,  tra  fu 
byw  fy  mam.  Gan  ofyn  o 
honoch  pa  fath  fywoliaeth  fydd 
arnaf ;  cymmerwch  fy  banes  fel 
y  canlyn.  Nid  gwiw  genyf 
ddechreu  fon  am  y  rhan  gyntaf 
o’m  heinioes,  ac  yn  wir  prin  y 
tal  un  rhan  arall,  i’w  chryb- 
wyll ;  oblegvd  nad  y  w  yn  cyn- 
nwys  dim  fydd  hynod  ;  oddig- 
erth  trwftaneiddrwydd,  a  helbul- 
on.  Tra  bum  a’m  llaw 
yn  rhydd  (chwedl  pobl  Mon) 
neu  heb  briodi ;  byw  yr  oeddwn, 
fal  gwyr  ieuainc  eraill ;  wei- 
thiau  wrth  fy  modd,  weithian 
yn  anfodlon  ;  ond  ba  wedd  byn- 
nag,  a  digon  o  arian  i’m  cyf- 
reidiau  fy  hun ;  a  pha  raid 
ychwaneg  ?  Yn  y  flwyddyn 
1745.  E’m  hurddwyd  yn  Ddi - 
aeon ,  yr  hwn  a  cilw’n  pobl  ni, 
Offieiriad  banner  pan;  ac  yno 


fe  ddigwyddodd  fod  ar  Efgob 
Bangor,  eifiau  Curad ,  y  pryd 
hynny,  yn  Llan  Fair,  ym  Ma- 
thafarn  eirhaf,  ym  Mon ;  a 
chan  nad  oedd  yr  Eigob  ei  hun 
gartref,  ei  G a plain  ef,  a  gyttun- 
odd  a  mi,  fyned  i  Fon;  (ob- 
legyd  yn  Sir  Gaernarfon,  a  Sir 
Ddinbych,  y  buafwn  yn  bwrw 
y  darn  arall,  o’m  hoes ;  er  yn 
unarddeg  oed)  a  gwych  oedd 
genyf  fyned  yno,  ac  yn  enwedig 
i’r  Plwyf,  He ’m  ganefid  ;  ac  fy 
magefid;  ac  yno  yr  aethym  ;  ac 
yno  bum,  dair  wythnos,  yii 
fawr  fy  mharch  a’m  cariad,  gyd 
a  phob  math,  o  fawr  i  fach  ; 
a’m  tad  yr  amfer  hwnnw  yn 
fyw  ac  yn  iach ;  ac  yn  un  o’m 
Plwyfolion.  Eithyr  ni  chair 

Y  MELUS  HEB  Y  CHWERW, 
Och  o’r  gyfnewid  !  dyma  Lyth- 
yr  yn  dyfod,  oddiwrth  yr 
Efgob  (Dr.  Hutton]  at  ei  Gap-, 
pelwr  yn  dywedyd,  fod  un  Mr, 
John  Ellis  o  Gaernarfon^  a  young 
clergyman  poffieffied  of  a  large 
fortune J  wedi  bod  yn  hir  daer- 
grefu  ac  ymbil  ar  yr  Efgob  am 
ryw  le,  lie  gwelai  ei  Arglw- 
yddiaeth  yn  oreu,  o  fewn  ei 
Efgobaeth  ef ;  ac  atteb  yr  Efgob 
oedd  ;  os  Mr.  Ellis,  a  welai  yn 
dda,  wafanaethu  Llanfair,  (y 
lie  y  gyrrafai  y  Capelwr  fi)  yr 
edrychai  cfe  (yr  Efgob)  am  ryw 
beth  gwell  iddo  ar  fyrder.  Pa 
beth  a  wnae  Drwftan  ?  nid  oedd 
wiw  achwyn,  ar  y  Capelwr 
wrth  yr  Efgob,  nac  ymryfon  a 
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neb  o  honynt,  yn  enwedig  am 
beth  in  or  wad ,  oblegyd  ni  tha- 
lai  r  Guraciiaeth  oddiar  ugain 
punr  yn  y  flwyddyn.  Corfu 
arnaf  fyned  i  Sir  Ddinbych  yn 
fy  61,  ac  yno  y  cefais  banes 
Curadiaeth  yn  ymyl  Croes  Of- 
wal-lt;  ac  er  hynny  hyd  y  Dydd 
heddyw,  ni  welais,  ac  ni  throed- 
iais  mo  ymylau  Mon;  nac 
ychwaith  un  cwr  arall  o  Cym¬ 
ru  ;  onid  unwaith  pan  orfu  i 
mi,  fyned  i  Lan  Elwy,  i  gael 
Urdd  Offeinad.  Mi  fum  yn 
Gurad  yn  nhre  Groes  Ofwallt 
dair  Blynedd  ;  ac  yno  y  priodais 
yn  AwfL  1/47.  Ac  o  Groes 
Ofwallt  y  deuais  yma  ym  Medi 
1748.  Ac  yn  awr,  i  Dduw  bo 

Y  Diolch,  y  mae  genyf  ddau 
dangc  teg  ;  a  Duw  a  rcddo  idd- 
ynt  hwy  Ras,  ac  i  minnau 
iechyd  iw  magu  hwynt,  Enw 
*r  hynaf  yvv  Robert,  a  thair 
blwydd  oed  oedd  y  Dydd  Ca- 
lan  diweddaf.  Enw  Jr  Hall  yw 
Gromyy,  a  blwydd  oed  yw  er 

V  pummed  o  Fai  diweddaf.  Am 
xy  mywoliaeth  nid  ydyw  ond 
pur  helbulus ;  canys  nid  oes 
genyf  ddim  i  fyw  arno  onid  a 
ennillwyf  yn  ddrud  ddigon ; 
pobl  gefnog  gyfrifawl  yw  cen  - 
edl  fy  ngwraig;  ond  ni  fum  i 
€iiocd  ddim  gwell  erddynt  .*  er 
na  ddygais  moni,  heb  eu  cen- 
nad  hwynt,  ac  na  ddigiais  mo- 
honynt  chwaith.  Ni  fedr  fy 
ngwraig  i  ond  ychydig  o  Gym- 
raeg,  ctro  lii  ddeall  beth,  ac 


ofni  V  wyf  onid  af  i  Cymru* 
cyn  bo  bir,  mae  Saelbn  a  fydd 
y  Bechgyn  ;  canys  yn  fy  myw 
ni  cha wn  gan  y  mwvaf  ddyfgu 
gair  a  Gymraeg.  Mae  genyf 
yma  yfgol  yn  Donnington>  ac 
Eglwys  yn  TJppington  i’w  gwaf- 
anaetbu,  a’r  cwbwl  oil  am  £26, 
yn  y  flwyddyn  :  a  pha  betb  yw 
hynny,  tuag  at  gadw  ty,  a 
chynnifer  o  Dylwytb  ?  yn  en¬ 
wedig  yn  Ldoegry  lie  mae  pob 
peth  yn  ddrud  a’r  bobl  yn  dof- 
tion  :  ac  yn  ddigymmwynas.  Er 
hynny,  na  atto  Duw  i  mi  an- 
fodloni ;  o  herwydd  po  *  cy- 

F YN GAF  GAN  3)DYN  EHEN- 
GAF  GAN  DDUW;”  nid  oes 
ond  gobeithio  am  well  troiad  ar 
Fyd.  Fe  addawodd  eich  brawd 
Llewelyn  o  Geredigion  ;  yr  edry- 
cliai  ryw  amfer  am  ryw  ie 
imi  An g  Hymru  ac  nis  gwaeth 
genyf  fi  o  frwynen,  ymha  gwr 
o’m  gwlad  enedigawl ;  Duw  a 
gadwo  id  do  ef  iechyd  a  hoedl ; 
ac  i  minnau,  ryw  fath  o  fywol- 
laeth,  ac  amynedd  i  ddifgwyl 
wrrtho.  Ni  waeth  gan  y  bobl 
yma,  (am  y  welaf  h)  er  yr 
hwyed  y  cadwant  ddyn  danodd; 
os  cant  hwy  eu  gvrafanaethu, 
deued  y  ddel  o’r  gwafanaethwr ; 
ni  phridant  hwy  ddraen,  ergw- 
ario  o  hono  ei  gnawd  oddiam  ei 
efgyrn,  yn  eu  gwafanaeth  hw- 
ynt.  Tfgotyn  yw  y  gwr,  yr 
wyf  yn  ei  wafanaethu  ynawr, 
a  Douglas  yw  ei  enw ;  yfgaG- 
fydd  ch\yi  a’i  hadwaenoch ;  y 
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niae  ylia  yn  Llundain  yn  awr, 
a’r  rhan  fwyaf  o’i  amfer  gyd  a 
I  aril  Baddon  (Earl  of  Bath)  yn 
dyfgu  ei  fab  ef ;  cfe  yw’r  gwr  a 
gymerth  Blaid  y  Prydydd  Mil- 
ton  yn  erbyn  yr  enllibiwr  at- 
gas  Lauder.  Pa  wedd  bynnag 
toft  a  chaled  wr  ddigon  yw 
hwnnw  wrthyf  fi  ;  Rwyf  yn 
dal  rhyw  ychydig  o  dir,  fydd  yn 
perthyn  i’r  Yfgol,  ganddo  ef ;  ac 
er  ei  fod  yn  rhy  ddrud  o’r  blaen; 
etto  efe  yrodd  v  leni,  i  godi  ar 
fy  Ardreth  :  rhag  ofn  a  fyddai  i 
Gurad  drnan  vnnill  dim  vn  ei 

j  j 

wafanaeth ;  na  chael  Bargain 
rhydda  ar  ei  law  ef.  (Oh  ! 
the  unparalleled  extenfvenefs  cf 
Scotch  kindnefs  and  charity!) 
Etto  ni  chlywa  i  ei  Stiwart  ef 
(yr  hwn  a  wyddai  ’n  anian  dda 
beth  a  dalai  y  tir)  ar  ei  galon 
godi  mor  ardreth  un  ffyrling  yn 
uwch  j  ac  odid  y  rhoifai  neb 
arall  gymmaint  am  dano.  Nid 
wyf  ond  Bwngler  am  yfgnfenu 
Llythyr  Cymraeg  o  eifiau  ar- 
feru ;  er  fy  mod  yn  deall  yr 
Iaith  yn  o  lew,  ac  am  hynny 
gwell  imi  bellach  droi’r  ddalen. 
— — -I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to 
you ,  for  the  favour  you  did  me, 
in  putting  my  namei  in,  for  one 
of  the  JVeljh  Dictionaries ,  and 
fhould  be  glad  to  know ,  if  one 
could  buy  two  or  three  of  the 
bibles  to  give  away,  and  at  what 
price  f  As  for  Cywydd  y 
Farn  f awr,  I  would  have  fent 
it  you  with  all  my  heart,  but 


that  I  underfund,  Mr.  Ellis , 
minifer  of  Holyhead,  intends 
to  be  at  the  ex  pence  of  printing 
it.  That,  probably ,  was  the 
reafon ,  why  Mr.  William  Mor¬ 
ris,  did  not  fend  you  a  copy  of 
it ;  he  will  be  able  Joon  to  con¬ 
vey  it  to  you  in  print,  with 
notes ,  explanations ,  &c.  which 
will  he  far  better,  and  more  cor¬ 
rect,  than  I  can  fend  it  at  pre¬ 
fen  t,  However,  if  you  chooje 

to  have  it  from  me,  you  foall  and 
welcome;  only  let  me  know  fo 
much  in  a  line  by  pojl,  for  l 
hope  that  which  /  received,  is 
not  to  be  the  frjl  and  Jajl.  If 
it  pleafe  God  to  fpare  my  life , 
and  continue  my  health,  1  will 
f  ,d  enough  of  that  kind  of  di¬ 
ve  fion  for  you,  efpecially  if  I 
could  once  be  fo  happy,  as  to  get 
rid  of  the  confinement  of  a  fchooL 
I  have  now  but  very  little  time* 
to  fpare  ( perhaps  an  hour  or  two 
in  a  day  ;  J  and  yet  notwithjland - 
ing  I  keep  a  pretty  extenfive  cor - 
refpondence ;  and  contrive  to 
write  fome  new  thing  or  other  to 
Air.  Lewis  Alorris  aim  oft  every 
month.  Some  time  a&o  /  was 
wijhing  I  had  a  correfpqndent  in 
London,  ( befides  my  patron,  for 
he  would  do  me  no  good )  that  / 
might,  if  pofiible,  be  furnifhed 
with  a  few  books,  that  would 
give  an  infight  into  the  Oriental 
languages ;  I  mean  the  Arabic 
and  Syriac  ;  for  the  Hebrew  and 
Chaldee  I  have  fome  J mattering 
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in.  I  have  often  heard,  that 
almoji  any  hook  might  be  had, , 
and  pretty  reafonable ,  at  the  book- 
fellers flails  in  London.  Now  if 
you  Jhould  by  chance  fee  an  Ara¬ 
bic  Grammar ,  &c.  either  buy 
it ,  or  cheapen  it ,  and  let  me 
know  the  price ;  1  could  eafily 
fend  up  the  money  by  the  Salop 
waggon,  and  receive  any  parcel 
from  thence ,  back  by  the  fame  ; 
for  it  comes  within  half  a  mile 
of  my  houfe.  1  fay ,  if  you  Jhould 
fee  fuch  a  book  by  chance ,  (for  / 
will  not  put  you  to  the  leaf  trou¬ 
ble  in  the  world  about  it ,)  and 
fecure  it  for  me ,  1  would  remit 
the  money  immediately ,  and  ever 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  favor ; 
and  perhaps  l  might  fome  time 
or  other  be  able  to  compafs  the 
buying  of  a  Polyglot- Bible .« — 
Mae  gennyf  ryw  awydd  diwala 
\  ddyfgn  cymmaint  ac  a  allwyf ; 
ond  yma  ni  fedraf  gael  mo’i 
Llyfran  i  ddyfgn  dim,  a  dalo  iw 
ddyfgn  Nid  wyf  yn  coho  clywed 
fon  erioed,  am  y  Mr.  Hugh 
Davies  ;  yr  y’ch  yn  crybwyll 
am  deno ;  nae  am  modr  yb 
Mary  Brodiart,  o  Lan  Eilian 
chwairh.  Mae’n  atgof  genyf 
glywed  fon  am  Mr.  Richard 
Broadhead  neu  Brodiart,  o  Ben- 
hefein ,  ym  Mon,  ond  nic^adra- 
bum  i  neb  erioed,  yn  Llan 
Elian,  na  nemmawr  •  yn  unlle 
arall  ym  Mon,  oddigerth  y  chy- 
dig  ynghylch  gartref ;  a  thre 
r)ulae,  a  Bod  Ewrvd,  a  Phen 


Mon ;  lie  ’r  oedd  ceraiht  fy 
mam  yn  byw.  Er  pan  aethum 
i’r  Yfgol  gyntaf,  (hynny  oedd 
ynghylch  deg  neu  unarddeg  oed) 
nid  oeddwn  arferol  i  fod  gartref 
ond  yn  unig  yn  y  gwylian,  ac 
felly  nid  allwn  adwaen  mor 
llawer :  mi  a  wn  amcan  pa  li 
mae  Tref  C of  All  yn  fefyll,  er 
lias  gwyddwn  pwy  a’i  pioedd. 
Y  tro  cyntaf  erioed  yr  ac'thym 
ir  Yfgol,  diange  a  wnaethym 
gyda  Bechgyneraill,  heb  wybod 
i’m  tad,  a’m  mam  ;  fy  nhad  a 
fynnai  fy  nghuro,  a’m  mam  nis 
gadawai  iddo  ;  bawedd  bynnag, 
t'rwy  gynhuyfiad  fy  mam  ;  yno 
y  glynais,  hyd  oni  ddyfgaw 
ynnill  fy  mywvd.  A  da  iawn 
a  fu  hi  i  mi,  oblegid  ynghylch 
yr  amfer  yr  oeddwn  yn 
dechran  gallu  ymdaro  trofof 
fy  hull,  fe  mam  ;  ac  yna  nid 
oedd,  ond  groefaw,  oer  gartref, 
iw  ddifgwyl ;  i  Dduw  bo  ’r 
diolch,  mi  welais,  ac  a  gefais 
lawer  o  ddfyd  ;  ac  etto  methu 
cefnu  ’r  cwbwl  ;  ond  gobeithio 
’r  wyf  weled  o  honof,  y  darn 
gwaethaf  o’m  Bywyd  eifns  hei- 
bio.  Di  iawn  y  fydd  genyf, 
glywed  oddiwrthych,  pun  gaff- 
och  gyflenfdra,  a  goren  po  cyn¬ 
taf:  Bid  fur  i  chwi  (os  gwelwch 
yn  dda)  gael  rhyw  Gywydd  yn 
y  nerat,  ac  ymnob  un  o  hyn 
allan.  Chwi  gawfech  Gywydd 
y  Farn,  yn  hwn  oni  buafai,  fy 
mod  yn  meddwl,  mae  gwell  i 
chwi  ei  gael  ym  argraphedig. 

Os 


'LETTERS. 


511 


Os  nid  cllwch  yn  hawdd  ddid- 
olli  ch  Llythyr  a  Ifrengcyn , 
gyr  rvvch  ymlaen  heb  yv  un  j 
Ni  wna  grotten  nahn  dwyn 

ria’m  gadael. - If  Mr .  Hugh 

Davies  calls  on  me  in  his  way 
to  Angle  fey ,  I  Jhall  he  glad  to 
fee  him.  I  live  four  miles  Jhort 
of  Salop ,  within  half  a  'mile  of 
the  Golden  Horfe  Shoe ,  on  Hat- 
ling  Street  Road ;  which  is  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  fort  of 
Fern  Bridge  Turnpike,  as  he 
goes  from  Hailing  Street  to 
At  chain,  and  fo  to  Salop.  I 
have  time  to  write  no  more ,  hut 
that  I  am  ( with  abundance  of 
thanks  for'  this  favour)  your 
7n of  obliged  humble  fervant, 

Gronwy  Ddu, 
alias  Offeiri  ad-, 
alias  Y  Bardd  bach  o  Fon. 


Mr.  Wynn  of  Llan  Gynhafa? s 
letter  about  etymologies . 

Dear  Coufm, 

Inclosed  are  the  two  W el fh 
copies  in  the  late  Oxford  collec¬ 
tion.  That  in  manufcript  was 
given  me  by  the  author.  If 
you  favour  me  with  an  anfwer, 
I  fhould  be  glad  to  have  your 
opinion  ot  them.  In  Auguft 

laft  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 

(  . 

Lewis  Morris  of  Anglefey, 


wherein  he  fays,  “  I  have  met 
“  with  forne  names  of  places  in 
“  Anglefey  and  Caernarvon- 
“  fhire,  which  feem  to  have 
“  little  affinity  with  our  tongue, 
“  Pleafe  to  give  me  your  opinion 
“  on  the  original  of  thofe 
“  names.”  Having  found  it 
neceffary  upon  fecond  thoughts# 
to  make  alterations  in  my  an¬ 
fwer,  I  was  obliged  to  write  it 
twice  over.  The  foul  draught 
of  it  I  have  now  before  me,  and 
fnce  I  have  an  hour  or  two  to 
fpare  I’ll  tranfcribe  my  etymolo¬ 
gical  obfervations,  as  well  as 
that  part  of  the  letter  which  in 
fome  meafure  relates  to  you. 
Now  Til  make  fome  conjedlures 
concerning  the  origin  of  thofer 
ancient  appellatives  you  mention 
in  yours.  Carreg  Hwyled,  as 
it  is  in  a  bay,  may  be  from 
hwylied  (prohwyliev  ut  Synnied 
pro  Synniaw)  or  from  the  fub- 
lfantive  hwyliad,  as  a  mark  to 
diredl  mariners  to  fail  with 
fafety ;  or  perhaps  Carreg 
gwylied  pro  carreg  iw  gwylied 
to  be  obferved,  and  avoided  up¬ 
on  peril  of  fhipwreck,  or  elfe 
from  the  old  word  houl,  which 
fignifies  a  billow  or  furge,  and 
is  retained  Hill  in  the  Amorican 
dialect.  N.  B.  Where  they 

J 

ufe  ou  we  commonly  ufe  wy. 

Cymmyrran  q.  an  cwm  ma- 
ram.  The  aber  at  the  extremity 
of  a  bay  is  commonly  near  the 

lower 
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lower  end  of  a  cwm,  efpecially 
•upon  our  coafts  where  the 
fhores  are  high.  Maran  is  the 
name  of  a  certain  fifh,  proba¬ 
bly  falmon. 

Mia  wnaf  yn  nydd  Cyfroun 

Yt  well  na  thrychan  Marau. 

Saith  Taliefin  in  his  Dyhudd- 
iant  Elphiu.  The  river  in  this 
arm  may  abound  with  this  kind 
of  filh,  which  may  have  given 
it  the  name,  or  perhaps  it  may 
come  from  Cymmer  plur.  Cy- 
mmeran  the  meeting  of  waters. 
See  Mr.  Lloyd’s  letter  to  the 
bifhop  of  Carlifie. 

Maen  Mwlog,  or  Mwlwg, 
perhaps  from  the  Hebrew  word 
Moloch:  i.  e.  king,  an  eaftern 
heathen  god,  to  which  this  pof- 
fibly  might  have  been  an  altar, 
in  the  time  of  Druidifm.  The 
Druids  offered  human  facrifice 
to  their  deity,  fo  did  the  Ammo- 
rites  to  Moloch  ;  or  it  may  be 
of  the  fame  origin  with  the  La- 
tin  word  moles.  Mwlwg  the 
Britifh  word  fordes,  whether 
this  maen  is  often  furrounded 
with  mud  and  addail. 

* 

Y  Lafinwen  q,  an  Corr.  pro 
y  las  fm  waun,  y  las  fignifies 
the  green,  as  it  does  in  abun¬ 
dance  of  other  names,  ex.  gr.  y 
las  ynys,  y  glas  fryn,  y  glas 
coed,  &c.  fm  is  elemofyna, 


gwaun  gwaftadedd  llaith  myny^ 
ddig.  Dr.  Davies  calls  it  plana- 
tiesmontana.  Ibelievehe  fhould 
have  added  irrigua.  According 
to  this  etymology  it  feemsto  me 
to  fignify  a  green  fair  common. 
N.  B.  all  commons  are  granted 
by  the  king,  as  alms  to  his  poor 
fubjedts.  It  may  be  perhaps 
lie  i  lias  rhyw  un  enwog  a  elwid 
Ingwen  Inguena  neu’r  Cyftelyb. 

Rhos  Neigyr  undoubtedly 
takes  its  name  from  a  Roman 
whpfe  cognomen  was  Niger. 

Aberhowcwn  q.  an  a  Gr. 
voce  po'&j  ind.  Lat.  Rhoncus 
inde  forfan  rhochus,  a  loud  fnort- 
ing  or  fnoring,  if  there  be  a 
rhaiadr  at  the  Aber  ;  or  if  either 
of  the  Breams  that  make  the 
aber  be  rapid  and  the  bottom 
craggy  (creigiog)  fo  as  to  caufe 
anoife.  Quere, — Whether  this 
aber  is  not  juft  at  the  extremity 
of  a  cwm;  if  fo  it  may  be  aber- 
hawd,  cwm,  which  is  much  the 
fame  with  aber  blaen  cwm. 
Hawd  ftgnifies  a  fling,  or  any 
lharp  point  or  acute  angle.  If 
there  has  been  a  noted  battle  or 
camp  in  this  cwm,  it  may  be 
aber  rhawd  cwm,— rhawd  means 
a  multitude,  or  an  army.  This 
is  not  unlikely. 

Bodargolwyn.  Bod  an  habi¬ 
tation,  ar  Golwyn  upon  the  banks 
of  the  river  Colwyn.  Colwyno 
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is  to  add  the  part  of  a  midwife. 
Colwyn  fignifies  arffed  or  gaft: 
inde  colwyn  a  lap  dog,  which 
fome  of  you  loofe  ones  call  c — t 
ayfur. 

Caftellior,  however  pronoun¬ 
ced,  is  undoubtedly  caftelljor, 
e.  i.  royal  caftle. 

Gwely  efyth.  Gwely  here, 
I  believe,  is  to  be  taken  in  the 
fame  fenfe  as  when  we  fay 
gwely  maip,  gwely  moron, 
where  turnips  and  carrots  grow, 
&c.  efyth  fignifies  polion  eiddil 
blaenfain  ar  arferir  i  gadarnhau 
trum  a  bargod  to  gwelt,  called 
in  Englifh  fprays.  I  fuppofe 
this  place  is  fituated  upon  wood 
land,  Quere, — whether  there 
be  not  a  place  near  it  called  y 
Collwyn,  y  gelli,  y  pryfg,  llwyn 
or  the  like.  Yr  Eifl,  Reiol,  or 
yr  Eifyl,  I  imagine  is  the  fame 
with  the  Irifh  word  Roilve,  or 
roible  mountains,  being  fome- 
thing  corrupted  in  either  dialect, 
or,  perhaps,  in  both.  The  L 
is  often  tranfpofed  in  corrup¬ 
tions,  as  for  example,  Gr.  Cyft- 
lad  clefyddyd,  clinghiadur,  vfg- 
lyfaeth  pro  Cyftadl  celfyddyd, 
Cengliadur,  vfgafaelaeth,  &c.  If 
we  muff  try  our  own  language, 
q.  whether  it  is  not  yr  Ufel, 
i.  e.  gwreichion,  efpecially  if 
there  has  been  a  Cromlech, 
Carnedd,  or  beacon  upon  it: 
or  if  there  be  any  tradition  (how 


romantic  foever)  of  fiery  appari¬ 
tions,  comets,  or  falling  ftars, 
feen  upon  it :  or,  perhaps,  if  it 
abound  with  the  hard  white 
fiones  (you  will  think  this  too 
whimfical)  that  produce  fire, 
which  are  common  upon  fome 
of  our  hills,  it  may  have  given 
it  the  name  of  Craig,  or  Moel 
yr  Ufel. 

N.  B.  Flints  were  called  cer- 
rig  tan,  by  the  ancients,  as  well 
as  moderns :  from  this  word, 
I  believe,  comes  yr  Efail,  the 
fmith’s  foi  •ge* 

o 

Y  Gurn  ddu,  I  dare  fay  is 
from  Cyrn,  a  heap,  or  pyra¬ 
mid. 

Dinas  Dinlle,  the  word  Din 
fignifies  avx,  a  tower,  or  forti¬ 
fication  ;  in  the  ancient  Celtic 
dun,  whence  came  the  termin- 

i 

ations  of  the  names  of  the  French 
and  other  cities  in  Dunum. 
Dun  is  retained  fiill  in  the  Irifli. 
The  compound  Dinlle,  I  fup¬ 
pofe,  fignifies  lie  dinas ;  efpe¬ 
cially,  if  it  be  fortified  by  na¬ 
ture  or  art.  When  this  place  was 
firft  called  Dinlle,  the  word 
was  undoubtedly  underftood : 
but,  at  length,  when  Din  came 
to  be  obfolete,  and  underftood 
but  by  few,  they  added  the 
common  word  Dinas  (for  the 
fame  reafon,  probably,  that  it 
was  called  Din  at  firft,  viz.  it’s 
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•being  a  fortification)  retaining 
Rill  the  ancient  name  Dinlle, 
and  10  was  called  Dinas  Dinlle. 
This  word  is  nfed  by  the  an¬ 
cient  Royal  Bard  Llywarch 
Hen.  Tyllefo  Ddinlle  A  recon, 
&c.  Uriconkrm  probably.  There 
is  a  pari fli  church  in  C ar mar- 
then  (li  ire,  called  Elan  Llwch. 
Llwch  is  a  very  old  word  for  a 
lake,  which  being  now  unintel¬ 
ligible,  the  very  lake,  or  llwch 
itfeir,  from  which  the  confe- 
crated  ground  originally  took  its 
name,  is  now  called  from  the 
church  or  village,  LI yn— Llan 
Llwch,  Llyn  Cawellyn,  and 
many  inftanCes  of  this  fort  may 
be  given. 

Moel  ecbedog,  I  reckon  mud: 
have  been  fb  called  from  eehedeg 
in  one  fenfe  or  other  ;  perhaps, 
by  fome  bold  poet,  becaufe  it  is 
very  high  and  fteep,  projecting 
over  its  bafis,  as  if  it  were  going 
to  fly.  Neu  obliged  y  lliaws 
o  a-dar  a  nythent  ami,  neu  yf- 
gatfydd  nad  eill  ond  achedo 
gyrhaedd  ei  drum  gan  Seothed  y 
diphwys,  if  it  be  from  hebawg, 
a  hawk,  the  b  would  have  been 
retained. 

■  Y  Byr,  perhaps,  originally 
the  fame  with  vr^,  ignis,  if  it 
afeends  in  the  form  of  a  "flame, 
or  pyramid,  or  from  pyra,  a 
bonefire,  or  funeral  pile ;  or, 
perhaps,  from  yfpur,  fpyra, 


efpeciallyif  there  be  a  circle  up-* 
on  the  top  of  it ;  as  we  have 
Upon  fome  of  our  hills  If  there 
had  been  a  volcano  in  either 
this  or  yr  Eifl,  fome  of  our  poets 
would  have  mentioned  it. 

Llyn  Tarddenni,  Q.  whether 
there  be  not  fuch  a  fubflantive 
as  Tardden,  plural  Tarddenni* 
from  the  verb  tarddu,  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  to  flow  from  ;  but  of  the 
propriety  of  the  name  in  this 
fenfe,  you  that  know  the  place 
can  bed;  judge.  The  firey  ex¬ 
halations,  or  meteors,  commonly 
Called  ignis  fatui.  will  with  a 
wifp,  or  jack  a  lanthom,  are 
very  often  feen  upon  and  about 
our  lakes.  If  thefe  appear  upon 
Llyn  Tarddenni,-  it  may,  per¬ 
haps,  be  called  fo  corruptly  from 
Llyn  tardd  engyl.  Engyl  is 
properly  an  angel,  but  is  often 
ufed  for  fire,  which  is  owing 
to  a  notion  of  the  ancients,  that 
Are  was  brought  down  from 

heaven,  i  dynnu - i  mi  yr 

engyl,  or  rnaen,  fays  Rhys 
Goch  o  Eryri  ir  gyllell  hely. — < 
So  much  for  etymology.  It  is 
likely  fome  of  my  conjectures 
may  be  extravagant,  and  with¬ 
out  foundation  r  however,  finco- 
you  mentioned  thefe  names  as 
the  moft  obfeure  you  had  met 
with,  and  defired  my  thoughts 
upon  them,  1  was  determined  to 
fay  fomething  of  each  of  them, 

I  venture  to  fay  I  am  right  in 

fome 


LETTERS.  515 


fome  of  my  guefles :  in  others, 
where  I  had  lefs  evidence,  being 
refolved  to  fay  fomething,  I  was 
obliged  to  content  myfelf  with 
what  I  thought  moft  probable. 
Thus  far  I  own  myfelf  in  a  fault, 
viz.  that  I  did  not  immediately 
fend  you  two  lines,  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  receipt  of  yours,  and 
to  promife  a  full  anfwer  when  I 
fhould  be  more  at  leifure.  Here 
I  am  to  let  you  -know  how  he 
bullies  in  his  fecond  letter,  beth 
a  ddifgwyliwch,  fays  he,  os  na 
chaf  attab:  hwn  ?  pa  beth  ond 
cywydd  buftl  cyfeilliach  yr  hwn 
a  grynau  efcyrn  ei  gnawd!  — 
The  iequel  of  my  letter  is  an  an¬ 
fwer  to  this  as  follows.  I  af- 
fure  you  I  fhould  have  wrote 
this  week,  if  I  had  not  received 
your  laft.  I  am  not  at  all  con¬ 
cerned  at  your  threats  ;  and  I 
advife  you  as  a  friend,  that  you 
would  not  venture  to  provoke 
even  me,  the  meaneft  o  Ferid 
Meirion ;  leaft  the  reft  of  them 
fhould  refent  it.  Laft  night  1 
dreamed  I  was  in  company  with 
my  dear  kinfman,  Robin  Lloyd, 
who  is  always  ready  to  efpoufe 
my  caufe,  an  impertinent  fellow 
informed  him  that  an  Angdefev 

O  J 

Rard  had  infulted - ■  imper- 

fe£I - 

From  the  life  (time  or  age)  of 
Vortigern,  to  the  battle  of  Ban- 
nefdown,  where  Arthur  fought 


with  the  Saxons,  and  overcame 
them,  CXXVI1I  years. 

From  the  battle  of  Bannef- 
down,  to  the  battle  of  Camlan, 
XXII  years. 

From  the  battle  of  Camlan,  to 
the  death  of  Maejgwn,  X 
years. 

From  the  death  of  Maelgwn, 
to  the  battle  of  Arderydd,  XXV” 
years. 

From  the  battle  of  Arderydd, 
untill  Gwrgi  and  Peredur  were 
flain,  VII  years. 

From  the  battle  of  Peredur  and 
Gwrgi,  to  the  battle  of  Caer- 
legion,  XI  years. 

From  the  battle  of  Caerlegion 
to  the  battle  of  Meigen,  XIIII 
years. 

From  the  battle  of  Meigen, 
until  Cadwaladr  the  Blefted 
went  to  Rome,  XLVIII  years. 

Before  I  proceed  further,  I 
conceive  it  neceftary  to  repair 
fome  miftakings  herein,  and  to 
explain  and  refolve  fome  things 
that  are  obfcure  and  doubtful, 
the  which  (under  correction)  I 
will,  according  to  my  ability, 
endeavour  to  perform.  I  find  it 


516 


CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796. 


in  the  Britifh  hiftory,  that  the 
battle  of  Camlan,'  wherein  king 
Arthur  received  his  death’s 
wound,  happened  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  542,  out  of  which 
number,  if  you  will  take  XXII 
years,  there  will  remain  520, 
wherein  according  to  thefe  an¬ 
nals,  the  battle  of  Bannefdown 
was  fought  by  Arthur  and  the 
Saxons,  and  if  from  520  you 
will  take  128,  the  remainder 
will  be  392,  which  may  not  be 
taken  from  the  years  of  Vorti- 
gern’s  death,  nor  the  beginning 
of  his  reign,  nor  any  thing  elfe, 
I  think,  but  his  birth.  I  am 
perfuaded  that  the  words  of  my 
author  will  carry  that  fenfe.  So 
then  from  the  birth  of  Vortigern, 
anno  392,  to  the  battle  of  Ban¬ 
nefdown,  anno  520*  is  128 
years,  and  frorti  Bannefdown’s 
battle,  to  the  battle  of  Camlan, 
anno  542,  is  twenty-two  years, 
and  from  the  battle  of  Camlan 
to  the  death  or  dying  of  Mael- 
gwn,  is  X  years,  which  being 
added  to  the  years  542,  will 
make  it  552  ;  truly,  I  conceive 
Maelgwn’s  natural  death  is  not 
hereby  meant*  for  then  it  had 
been  more  properly  laid,  hyd 
farwolaeth  ncu  hyd,  farw-ddyold 
Maelgwn ,  for  the  Britifh  word 
marw ,  though  fomctimes  it  be 
ufed  fubftantively,  yet  it  is  not 
a  fubffantive,  but  a  verb,  or  par¬ 
ticiple,  as  in  the  place  aforefaid, 
fignifying  ’as  well  dying,  faint¬ 


ing,  &c.  as  to  die,  for  we 
ufe  to  fay,  i  mat  ef  yn  marw, 
when  a  man  is  not  dead,  but 
weak,  feeble,  fickly,  faint, 
weak-hearted,  without  Irvelinefs, 
courage,  or  comfort,  as  Thomas 
Williams,  in  his  Latin  and  Bri¬ 
tifh  Did! ionary,  and  Dr.  Davies 
in  his  ditto,  interpret  it.  Con- 
fider,  I  pray  you*  whether 
Maelgwn,  mortifying  of  him- 
felf,  when  dying,  to  fin  and  the 
world,  he  vowed  the  profeffion 
of  a  monk  (as  Gildas,  in  his 
epiftle  de  excidis  Britannae,  faith) 
may  not  be  meant  thereby,  for 
it  is  certain,  that  Maelgwn  lived 
long  after  this  time ;  and  if  to  the 
year  552,  wherein  Maelgwn  is 
faid  to  be  fo  mortified  in  his 
body,  you  will  add  25  years, 
then  the  battle  of  Arderydd  fal- 
leth  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
577.  Arderydd  is  a  place  fome- 
where  in  Scotland,  I  dare  not 
fay  it  is  Atterith,  feated  there, 
fix  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Solway,  though,  in  letters 
and  found,  it  doth  not  much 
differ.  In  the  Triades  (a  very 
ancient  book,  written  almofl  a 
thoufand  years  ago)  this  battle 
is  faid  to  be  one  of  the  three 
frivolous  or  vain  battles  of  Bri¬ 
tain,  becaufe  it  was  fought  upon 
little  or  no  occafion ;  a  lark’s 
neft  being  the  caufe  thereof ;  it 
was  fought  of  the  one  fide,  as 
Merlinus  Calcdonius  faith,  by 
Aeddan  Fradog,  that  is,  Aeddari 

the 
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die  Treacherous,  and  Gwend- 
dolau,  the  fon  of  Keidiaw, 
noblemen  of  the  North  of  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  on  the  other  fide,  by 
Rhydderch  Hael  (that  is  the  li¬ 
beral)  fometime  king  of  Cam¬ 
bria,  who  there  had  the  victory, 
—he  was  a  very  magnificent 
prince,  and  for  his  liberality  ad¬ 
judged,  in  his  time,  to  be  one  of 
the  three  liberal  princes  of  Bri¬ 
tain,  as  the  Triades  tefiify  ;  his 
father  was  Tudwal  Tudclyd, 
the  fon  of  Kedic,  the  fon  of 
Dyfnwalhen,  the  fon  of  Idny- 
fed,  the  fon  of  Maxen  Wledic 
(or  Magnus  Maximus)  Em¬ 
peror  of  Rome,  as  in  the  ancient 
tradfc  called  Bonedd  gwyr  y 
Gogledd  I.  the  nobility  of  the 
Northern  men,  is  manifeft;  he 
is  fpoken  of  by  Merlin,  the  fon 
of  Morfryn,  called  alio  Cale- 
donius,  Talieflin,  the  ancient 
writer  of  the  Saxon  genealogies 
in  Ninnius,  in  the  ancient  laws 
of  the  Britons,  and  in  the  lives 
of  S,  S,  Kentigern,  and  Afaph. 
Gwenddolaw  was  the  fon  ot 
Keidiaw,  the  ion  of  Arthwys, 
the  fon  of  Mar,  the  fon  of  Ke- 
nau,  the  fon  of  Coel  Godheboc 
of  the  North,  father  of  Gwawl, 
mother  to  Kunedda  Wledic, 
who,  as  the  aforefaid  ancient 
author  in  Ninnius  teftifieth, 
came  from  the  North  of  Britain 
into  Wales,  and  drove  away  the 
Jriih  from  thence,  a  hundred  and 
forty -feven  years  before  Mael- 


gwn’s  reign.  The  faid  Gwendd- 
olau  is  much  fpoken  ot  by  the 
forefaid  Merlin,  whofe  lord  he 
was,  as  he  confeffeth  in  his 
work, entitled  AfallcinnauMerdd- 
in ,  that  is  Merlin’s  apple-trees, 
which  he  fo  {tiled,  becaufe  his 
lord  Gwenddolau  (among  many 
favours  and  gifts)  had  given 
him  an  orchard,  in  or  near  the 
forelt  of  Keliden,  containing 
147  apple-trees,  which  yielding 
fruit  in  great  plenty,  did  much 
delight  andpleafe  him,  in  grate¬ 
ful  memory  whereof  he  com- 
pofed  as  many  fonnets  under  the 
title  aforefaid,  containing  very 
remarkable  antiquities,  as  by 
fome  few  fragments,  yet  extant, 
doth  appear. 

In  the  faid  battle  of  Arderydd, 
as  the  fame  author  and  the 
Triades  alfo  fay,  Gwenddolau 
was  {lain,  whofe  men  being  not 
fo  much  difcouraged  and  daunt¬ 
ed  with  the  death  of  their  lord, 
as,  exafperated  to  revenge,  con¬ 
tinued  fighting  and  fkirmifhing 
fix  weeks  after ;  and,  therefore, 
worthily  deferved  the  honour  of 

j 

being  one  of  the  three  loyal 
armies  (or  families,  as  the  Bri- 
tifh  word  imparteth)  of  Britain, 
as  the  Triades  have  it.  More¬ 
over,  Merlin,  in  another  place, 
complaineth  that  his  brethren 
Llywelin,  Gwgawn,  Einiawn, 
and  Rhiwallawn,  were  all  {lain 
with  Gwenddolau,  in  the  fame 
L  1  3  battle 
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battle  fought,  as  he  faith,  by 
Rhydderch  and  Aeddan,  where¬ 
by  it  appears  that  Gwenddolau 
and  his  men  were  but  auxili¬ 
aries  to  Aeddan,  who  being 
overthrown  there  fled  to  Ifle  of 
Man,  as  Merlin  faith,  from 
whence  he  daily  expedded  his 
return  with  aid ;  intimating,  in 
many  places,  that  Rhydderch 
Hael  (whofe  fon  and  daughter 
he  had  in  former  time  evilly 
handled)  did  bear  him  no  good 
will.  Aeddan  alfo  was  the  fon 
of  Dyfnwal  hen  ap  Idnyfed  ap 
Maxen  aforeiaid,  as  fome  old 
books  do  fay,  but  the  ancient 
genealogies  of  the  Britifh  Saints 
fay,  that  Aeddan  was  the  fon 
of  Gafran  ap  Dyfnwal  hen, 
which  opinion  I  think  to  be  the 
trued:,  and  all  agree  that  he  had 
a  fon  called  alio  Gafran  ap  Ae¬ 
ddan,  who  had  to  wife  Lleian, 
daughter  to  Brachan,  an  Irifh 
Lord  (the  fon  of  Aflach,  the  fon 
of  Corinw,  or  Cormoc,  king 
of  Ireland)  of  whom  the  county 
of  Brecknock  had  its  name,— 
And  the  laid  Gafran  was  like- 
wife  expelled  out  of  his  country, 
whether  with  his  father,  as  a- 
forefaid,  or  other  wife,  I  can- 
'not  tell;  for  in  the  Triades 
bis  army  (or  family  rather)  is 
accounted  one  of  the  three  loyal 
families  of  Britain,  becaufe  they 
had  followed  him  in  his  exile  ; 
or,  as  another  copy  hath  it, 


went  beyond  the  lea  for  their 
lord. 

When  I  think  of  the  flight 
caufe  of  the  battle  of  Arderydd, 
between  Rhydderch,  Gwenddo¬ 
lau,  and  Aeddan  ;  and  the  bat¬ 
tle  between  yEdan  mac  Gabran, 
the  Scotifh  king,  and  the  Pidds, 
upon  the  like  caufe ;  and,  alfo, 
when  I  obferve  the  coherence, 
between  the  names  of  Kintillus, 
Gabran,  or  Gouran,  and  yEdan,. 
the  Scotifh  kings,  withGweddo- 
lau,  Gafran,  and  Aeddan,  the 
Britons,  I  much  fufpedd  that 
fome  of  the  adds  of  the  Britifh 
princes  have  crept  into  the  {dories 
of  thofe  Scotifh  kings  their 
neighbours,  to  fay  nothing  of 
the  adds  of  the  noble  Owain  ap 
Urjen,  father  of  Kentigern* 
chief  Billiop  of  the  north  of 
Britain,  and  of  Llew  ap  Cyn- 
farch,  that,  upon  the  filler  of 
king  Arthur,  begat  Medrod,  the 
traitor,  and  Gwalchmai,  which 
may  promifeuoufly  be  couched 
in  the  fdories  of  Eugen  the  third 
king  of  the  Scots,  and  Lotho, 
king  of  the  Pidds,  who  is  un- 
truely  faid  to  be  the  father  of 
Medrod  and  Gwalchmai  afore- 
faid,  for  it  is  extant  in  our  Bri- 
tifh  antiquities,  that  Llew  and 
Lotho  were  dildindd  perfons, 
but  living  near  the  fame  time. 
I  think  this  error  hath  been 
grounded  on  the  miftranflation 
of  the  Britifh  hildory,  by  Gef¬ 
frey 
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Trey  of  Monmouth,  who  called 
Llevv  one  of  the  hufbands  of 
Anna,  king  Arthur’s  filler,  by 
the  name  of  Lotho ;  whereas, 
in  all  the  Britiih  copies  of  that 
hiftory,  he  is  called  Llew,  and 
not  Lotho,  which  mifinterpr.ct.r- 
ing  gave  occafion  to  the  Scotilh 
hiflorians,  and  others,  to  think 
that  Lodio,  king  of  the  Pidls^ 
was  father  to  the  Traitor  Med- 
rod;  whereas,  we  have  yet  fomc 
Britiih  hooks  extant,  and  very 
authentic,  which  mention  both, 
and  aver  that  Llew  and  Leo, 
die  fon  of  Cynfareh  ap  Me  it¬ 
ch  ion,  was  the  father  of  Med- 
rod,  and  tliaft  Llewddyn  luy- 
ddawc,  o  ddinas  Eiddin  yn  y 
Gogledd,  &c.  that  is  Lotho., 
the  Popular  (because  he  could 
mufler  many  men)  of  the  city 
Baden,  in  the  north,  was  father 
to  Thameta,  the  mother  of 
Kentigern,  prime  and  chief 
Biiliop  of  the  North.  I  have 
long  digrelfed,  therefore,  leav¬ 
ing  this  matter  to  be  better  fifted 
by  more  Ikilful  antiquaries.  I 
will  leave  the  battle  of  Arderydd 
which,  as  I  laid  before,  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
577,  and  to  that  1  will  add  feven 
years  more,  which  wall  make 
up  the  number  584,  being  the 
yeaT,  according  to  our  chrono¬ 
logy,  that  Gwrgi  and  Peredur 
were  flain :  both  thefe  were 
brethren  and  twins,  born  toge¬ 
ther  with  Ceindrech  Penafcell 


their  filler,  at  one  birth,  their 

i 

father  was  Eliver  Gofgorddfawr, 
that  is  Oliver,  with  the  great 
guard  or  train,  thereby  denoting 
his  power  and  greatnefs,  he 
was  prince  of  the  north  of  Bri¬ 
tain.  In  thofe  days,  and  a  long 
time  after,  the  Britons  owned 
Gael*  Alclud,  and  all  the  terri¬ 
tories  from  thence  to  the  weflcra 
borders  of  Cumberland  ami 
Weftmorland :  and  the  no¬ 

bilities  of  thofe  countries  are 
called  T eyrneddy  y  Gogledd, 
that  is,  the  princes  or  kings  of 
the  North,  in  our  Britiih  books, 
who,  though  they  were  many,, 
were  all  fufejedfs  to  the.  kings  of 
Cambria;  and  the  lame  bre¬ 
thren's  mother  was  .  Lurddul, 
daughter  of  Cynfareh  ap  Meir- 
chion,  and  filler  of  Urien,  lord: 
of  Rheged,  and  king  of  Cam¬ 
bria,  being  one  of  king  Arthur’s, 
knights,  of  whom  the  ancient 
writer  aforefaid,  extant  in  feme 
copies  of  Ninnius,  maketh  men¬ 
tion.-— The  aforefaid  brethren 
having  appointed  a  day  of  battle 
with  Edda  Glinmawr,  a  Saxon 
prince,  marched  with  a  great 
army  of  their  friends,  kinfmen^ 
natives,  and  tenants  to  Caergrau 
in  the  North,  where,  the  night 
before  the  day  of  the  battle,  their 
men  privately  Hole  away  and 
forfopk  their  lords,  who  there 
fell  by  the  fword  of  their  ene¬ 
mies  ;  and  by  reafon  of  the  in¬ 
fidelity  of  this  army, ,  it  was 
L  1  4  judged 
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judged  to  be  one  of  the  three 
treacherous  and  difloyal  armies, 
(or  families  rather)  of  the  ifle  of 
Britain,  as  the  T Hades  bear 
witnefs.  The  Britifh  word 
Teulu  being  compounded  of 
Ty,  i.  e.  a  houfe,  and  llu,  i.  e. 
an  army  of  men,  hgnifieth  an 
lioufhold family,  and  fometimes 
it  extends  to  a  larger  fignifica- 
tion,  as  to  a  man’s  whole 
kindred,  allies,  natives,  tenants, 
and  all  fuch  as  depend  upon 
him,  or  take  part  with  him,  as 
in  this  place,  and  in  the  reft  be¬ 
fore  mentioned,  is  meant:  for 
the  families  of  thefe  brethren, 
Gwrgi  and  Peredur,G wenddolau 
and  Gafran,  confided  of  above 
2000  men  apiece,  as  the  Triades 
do  affirm,  which  may  be  thought 
too  many  for  their  houfhould 
families.  Eatta  Glinmawr  is 
laid,  by  the  ancient  author  in 
Ninnius,  to  be  the.  father  of 
Eadbert,  king  of  Northumber¬ 
land,  and  Egbert  archbifhop  of 
York,  and  the  fon  of  Lied-gicat, 
the  fon  of  Egwald,  the  fon  of 
Eadric,  the  fon  of  Ida :  but 
Florentius  Wigornienfs  faith, 
that  the  faid  Eatta,  father  of  Ead¬ 
bert,  and  Egbert,  was  the  fon 
of  Egnald,  the  fon  of  Edric,  the 
fon  of  Ida  ;  but,  howfoever,  the 
pedigree  is,  it  is  certain,  that 
the  brethren  Eadbert  and  Egbert 
lived  both  in  the  year  757,  be¬ 
ing  160  years  after  the  death  of 
Gwrgi  and  Beredur ;  whereby  I 


think  it  not  likely  that  this  Eatta, 
mentioned  by  the  authors  afore- 
faid,  was  Edda  Glinmawr,  that 
killed  Gwrgi  and  Peredur,  but 
rather  another,  howfoever  it  is 
that  the  author  in  Ninnius,  add- 
eth  Glinmawr  to  Eatta,  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  Eadbert  and  Egbert :  for 
Edda  Glinmawr,  that  killed 
Gwrgi  and  Peredur,  the  bre¬ 
thren  aforefaid  (as  it  is  extant  in 
ancient  genealogies  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  faints)1  was  Mab  Gwyllty 
Drauc,  Mab  Mwgmawrdrefydd, 
Mab  ofea  Gyllellfawr  Brenin  y 
faeffon  y  gwr  a  ymladdodd  ac 
Arthur  yngwaith  Faddon,  that 
is,  the  fon  of  Gwyllty,  the 
proud  or  arrogant,  the  fon  of 
Mwgmawr  drefydd,  the  fon  of 
Gfea,  with  the  great  knife  king 
of  the  Saxons,  who  fought 
with  Arthur,  in  the  battle  of 
Bannefdown. 

Having,  as  aforefaid,  found 
out  the  year  of  Gwrgi  and  Pere- 
dur’s  death  to  be  584,  if  to  that 
number  you  will  add  9  years, 
then  the  battle  of  Caerlegion 
(procured,  as  fome  fay,  by  St. 
Auftin,  the  Apoftle  of  England) 
will  fall  in  the  year  593,  three 
years  at  leaft  before  Auftin 
came  into  England,  and  about 
ten  years  fhort  of  the  year  of 
the  battle  of  Caerlegion,  as 
Mathew  of  Weftminfter  doth 
prefcribe,  who,  of  all  others, 

I  think  is  neareft  the  truth,  in 

that 
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that  refpedd,  for  Brocmail,  that, 
as  Beda  faith,  fought  there  for 
the  Britons,  was  (according  to 
our  Britifh  antiquities)  the  fon 
of  Cyngen,  the  fon  of  Cad  ell 
Deymllac,  who  as  Ninnius 
faith,  lived  and  had  many  chil¬ 
dren  when  St.  German,  bifhop 
Aufir,  in  France,  came  to  this 
ifland  to  preach  againid  the  Pe¬ 
lagians,  above  150  years  be¬ 
fore,  as  it  is  very  probable, 
whereby  it  muft  follow,  that 
Brochmail  was  very  aged  at  that 
time,  and  unlikely  to  live  four¬ 
teen  years  after,  as  Dr.  Powel, 
in  the  hiftory  of  Cambria,  page 
23,  hath  related  of  the  battle  of 
Caerlegion,  thus  writeth,  Ma¬ 
thew  of  Weftminfder,  Anno 
gratia  603,  Rex  Northanhum- 
brorum  Aethelfridus  contra  Bri- 
tannos  apud  Caerlegion  dimi- 
cans,  viros  religiofus  de  abbatia 
Bangorenfi  maxima  multitudi- 
nem  interfecit ;  and  that  the  au¬ 
thor  of  our  annals  did  mean  no 
Ipfs  than  that  the  faid  battle  was 
fought  in  that  year,  may  be 
gathered  by  the  number  of  years 
therein  reckoned  from  that  bat¬ 
tle  to  Cadwaladr’s  going  to 
Rome,  to  wit,  62,  as  prefently 
I  lhall  have  occahon  to  treat 
more  at  large.  Now  from  the 
faid  year  584,  to  603,  is  19,  and 
not  9  ;  and,  therefore,  10  years 
being  added  to  the  faid  9,  make- 
eth  up  the  breach.  But  fome 
will  fay,  that  the  10  years 


aforefaid,  may  as  well  be  want¬ 
ing  in  another  place  as  in  this, 
which,  happily,  may  be  true, 
(though  I  am  not  yet  perfuaded) 
and,  for  the  fatisfaddion  of  fuch, 
I  will  retreat  by  the  fame  way  as 
I  came;  and  beginning  at  the 
battle  of  Caerlegion,  as  upon  a 
lure  ground,  referring  the  judg¬ 
ment  to  the  difcreet  reader, 
where  the  faid  defedd  is  likely  to 
be ;  therefore,  from  603  take 
9,  and  the  remainder  will  be 
594,  being  the  year,  according 
to  this  way,  that  our  annals 
prefcribe  for  the  daughter  of 
Gwrgi  and  Peredur ;  and  if 
from  the  year  594,  you  will 
take  7,  there  will  remain  587, 
at  what  time,  by  this  rule,  the 
aforefaid  battle  of  Arderydd  was 
fought,  and  of  587,  dedudd  25, 
and  Maelgwn’s  death,  (or  mor¬ 
tifying  himfelf,)  will  fall  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  562,  being  10 
years  fliort  of  the  year  552, 
wherein,  by  the  firft  prefcribed 
way,  it  happened,  which  partly 
denoteth,  that  the  defedd,  by 

this  way,  is  from  the  year  552, 
to  562,  and  that  defedd  (if  it 
proves  to  be  here)  may  be 

thought  to  be  of  fome  remark¬ 
able  ldory  of  Maelgwn,  but  yet 
not  his  death,  for  it  may  be 
proved  out  of  Gildas’s  epiftle 

(before  mentioned)  that  Mael- 

*  >  <  . 

gwn  lived  two  years  after  the 

year  562,  viz.  anno  564 :  at 
vy  hat  time  he  publiihed  the  fame 

epiftle. 
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epiftle,  being  the  44th  year 
from  the  year  of  his  birth,  and 
the  battle  of  Bannefdown,  as 
Ilimfelf  teftifieth,  and  what  a£t 
concerning  Maelgwn  can  be 
more  notable  than  his  election 
to  the  government  of  Britain, 
which,  as  Humphrey  Lloyd  in 
Ills  defcription  of  Britain,  out  of 
ancient  Rritifh  law  books  (which 
I  my  felt  have  feen)  faith,  was 
made  by  the  nobility  of  Wales, 
about  the  year  of  our  Lord  560, 
being,  indeed,  two  years  fhort 
of  the  number  of  years  from 
the  battle  of  Arderydd  upwards, 
as  doth  appear  in  our  annals  ; 
and  though  he  was  eledled  only 
by  the  Lords  of  W ales  (whether 
by  the  approbation  of  the  other 
Britons  of  the  North  and  Weft 
of  this  ill  and,  or  othetwifej 
furely  it  may  be  good  and  law¬ 
ful,  for  what  he  could  recover, 
and  I  might  produce  manyfuch 
examples  for  proof,  if  I  did 
think  it  neceffary.  A  ho,  this 
ciedlion  was  no  lefs  than  for  the 
recovery  of  the  chief  rule  of 
Britain,  which  they  had  loll,  as 
may  be  gathered  out  of  the  fame 
laws,  which  afBrm,  that  after 
the  Saxons  had  taken  the  crown 
and  fcepter  of  London  from  the 
Britons,  then  the  lords  of  Wales 
met  and  made  choice  of  Mael¬ 
gwn  for  their  king,  to  what 
purpofe  think  you,  but  for  the 
recovery  of  what  they  had  loll 
before  t  for  otherwife,  \yhat 


honour  or  dignity  might  their 
faid  dechon  confer  upon  him, 
(as  concerning  Wrales)  more 
than  what  he  had  in  him  be¬ 
fore  ?  for  as  he  was  king  of 
Gwynedd,  he  had  a  fuperiority 
and  fovereignty  over  all  the 
princes  of  Wales. :  and  as  he  was 
bound  to  pay  a  tribute  for  Wales 
to  the  king  of  London,  even  fo 
drey  were  to  pay  the  like  un¬ 
to  him,  as  by  thefe  ancient 
laws  is  manifeft.  Likewife 
Howell  Dda,  in  his  laws  (  which 
are  but  a  confirmation  of  thefe 
ancient  ones)  faith  the  like,  and 
further,  that  V erbium  Regis 
Aberfraw  eft  verbum  fuper 
omnes  Reges,  et  nullins  verbum 
eft  fuper  ipfum.  Moreover  we 
may  read  in  the  Triades,  that 
in  Caerlleon  upon  Ufk,  the 
chief  city  in  Wales,  Arthur 
(in  the  right  of  the  crown  and 
fcepter  of  London  being  king 
of  Britain)  was  the  monarch, 
Maelgwn  Gwynedd  was  the 
chief  lenior  (or  prince)  Dewi, 
or  St.  David,  the  chief  bifhop. 
In  Kelli  Wig  in  Cornwall,  Ar¬ 
thur  was  monarch,  Caradoc 
Ereichfras,  that  is,  with  the 
grofs  arm,  the  chief  femur  or 
prince.  Betwini,  the  chief 
bifhop.  In  Penrhyn  Rhionydd 
in  the  North  [now  Scotland  J 
Arthur  was  the  monarch,, 
Gwrthmwl  Wfedig,  the  chief 
fenior,  and  Cyndeyrn  Gardiwys*- 
that  is,  Kentigern,  chief  bifhop  : 
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hereby  it  is  apparent,  that  Mael- 
gwn  had  acknowledgement  of 
fovereignty  and  pre-eminence 
over  the  lords  and  princes  of 
Wales,  long  before  the  faid 
ele&ion.  Neverthelefs,  thofe 
lords  or  princes,  were  not  bound 
by  that  title  to  maintain  him  in 
the  recovery  of  the  rights  of  the 
crown  of  London,  which  did 
not  belong  to  him,  as  he  was 
king  of  Gwynedd,  but  as  he 
was  chofen  and  eledled  by  them 
for  that  purpofe 5  and  being  fo 
chofen  ten  years  after  he  took 
upon  him  the  profeffion  of  a 
monk,  and  five  and  twenty  years 
before  the  battle  of  Arderydd,  it 
may  ferve,  till  we  be  otherwife 
better  provided  to  make  up  the 
breach  in  our  annals,  occafion- 
ed,  as  it  is  likely,  by  the  tranf- 
cribers  of  them.  Concerning 
Maelgwn’s  mortifying  himfelf, 
when  he  came  a  monk,  to  be 
his  death  indeed,  and  finding 
that  the  fame  Maelgwn,  ten 
years  after  his  death,  was  chofen 
king  of  Britain,  might  think 
this  to  be  a  great  abfurdity,  and 
therefore,  leavehis  faid  eledfion, 
and  the  ten  years  unfpoken  of, 
and  fo  for  tire  want  of  a  true 
knowledge  of  the  hifiory,  make 
the  breach  aforefaid  in  the  an¬ 
nals  ;  but  this  by  the  way  ;  fo 
then  Maelgwn  being  thus  elec¬ 
ted  king  of  Britain,  reigned  five 


years,  and  died,  as  Gildas  faith, 
in  a  copy  of  his  epiftle  de  exci- 
dio  Britannas  (written,  as  it  feems 
by  -the  author,  after  the  firft 
publifhing  the  fame)  whereby 
it  is  apparent  that  Gildas,  who, 
according  to  the  annals  of  Ulfter, 
as  I  faid  before,  died  in  the  year 
570,  did  out-live  Maelgwn. 
And  this  copy  of  Gildas’s  epifile 
my  coufin  John  Johnes,  an  an¬ 
tiquary  of  our  country,  faw  with 
that  noble  preferver  of  antiqui¬ 
ty,  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  knight 
and  baronet,  who  fiiewed  him 
the  place  herein  fpoken  of,  but 
in  regard  I  have  not  feen  that 
copy,  and,  therefore,  cannot 
render  the  author’s  teftimony, 
in  his  own  words,  vouchfafe, 
I  pray  you  to  take  them  upon 
the  credit  of  Mr.  Speed,  who 
tranflates  them  thus  :  In  thefe 
fins  Maelgwn  continued  five 
years,  and  dying  without  ifiue, 
left  his  crown  to  another.— 
Whence  haply  it  is  that  Ma¬ 
thew  Weftminfier  hath  his  au¬ 
thority  for  the  five  years  by  him 
afiigned  for  Maelgwn’s  reign 
over  Britain. 

Now  it  being  thus  plain  that 
Maelgwn  died  after  the  year 
564,  wherein,  as  I  faid  before, 
Gildas  did  publifhhis  faid  epiftle, 
and  before  the  year  570,  where¬ 
in  Gildas  died,  if  you  add  thefe 

five 
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five  years  that  he  reigned  over 
Britain,  to  the  laid  year  of  his 
eledtion,  562,  (three  years  after 
the  one,  and  as  many  before 
the  other)  and  have  thus,  by 
the  authority  of  Gildas,  and  the 
annals  of  Ulfter,  confined  Mael- 
gwn’s  death  between  the  years 
aforefaid,  it  is  very  like  that 
the  number  of  years  from  Cam- 
lan  battle  to  Mael gwn’s  death, 
if  our  annals  in  that  place  mean 
his  natural  death,  and  from  his 
death  to  the  battle  of  Arderydd, 
are  mifplaced,  to  wit,  the  one 
for  the  other,  as  from  Camlan 
battle,  fought  542,  to  Mael- 
gwn’s  death,  if,  inftead  of  ten 
years  you  reckon  twenty -five, 
and  from  his  death  to  the  battle 
of  Arderydd,  the  faid  ten  years, 
it  denoteth  that  Maelgwn  died 
within  the  limited  time,  yea,  and 
in  the  very  fame  year  aforefaid, 
56*7 ;  and  the  battle  of  Arderydd 
talk  alfo  in  the  year  577,  as  I 
have  faid  before  ;  and  this  opi¬ 
nion  I  hold  to  be  neared:  the 
truth;  but  if  you  will  demand 
how  it  is  that  Gildas  faith,  that 
Maelgwn  died  without  iffue, 
and  left  his  crown  to  another,  I 
think  it  is  becaufe,  when  he 
died  he  had  no  legitimate  fon  to 
fucceed  him  in  the  monarchy, 
for  Rhun  was  a  baftard,  begot¬ 
ten  upon  Gwalltwn,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Avaljach,  Maelgwn’s 
paramour,  and  in  that  regard 
fie  \ya?  in  no  great  eft:em  with 


the  princes  of  Britain:  and  I 
find  noted,  in  an  ancient  Britilh 
hiftory,  whereof  the  crown  of 
the  kingdom  of  Britain,  (meant 
here,  by  Gildas,  as  I  conceive, 
was  conferred  upon  Caredic,) 
and  not  upon  him  as  the  Britilh 
hiftory,  translated  by  Geoffrey 
of  Monmouth,  doth  fignify ; 
and  although  Maelgwn  'had  a 
daughter,  born  in  wedlock,  call¬ 
ed  Eurgain,  the  -wife  of  Elidir 
Mwynfawr,  of  the  North,  yet, 
by  reafon  of  her  fex,  Ihe  was 
not  able  nor  fit  to  be  employed 
in  fo  weighty  a  matter  as  the  re¬ 
covery  of  the  monarchical  rights 
of  the  crown  of  London,  and, 
therefore,  not  regarded  by  the 
author:  if  it  be  granted  that  Ihe 
did  furvive  her  father,  notwith- 
ftanding  fome,  it  may  be,  will 
objedf,  that  Mathew  Weftmin- 
fter,  a  grave  author,  and  Dr. 
David  Powel,  my  own  country¬ 
man,  do  affirm,  that  Maelgwn 
did  not  begin  his  reign  over  Bri¬ 
tain,  till  the  year  of  our  Lord 
581  ;  and  that  Sir  John  Price 
in  his  Defence  of  the  Britifh 
Hiftory,  page  146,  proveth  out 
of  the  fame  Gildas,  that  Mael¬ 
gwn  died  not  till  the  year 
590 ;  and,  beftdes,  there  is  an 
old  hiftorical  tradf,  written  dia¬ 
logue  wife,  in  the  Britifh  tongue, 
entitled  Cyfoeffi  Merddin  a 
Gwenddydd,  that  is,  the  joint 
lives  or  living  together  of  Merlip 
and  Gwenddydd,  being  brother 

and 
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and  fitter,  wherein  the  fitter  de~ 
mandeth  of  her  brother  Merlin, 
under  what  kings  her  nation, 
the  Northern  Britons,  fhould  be 
governed  ;  and,  thereupon,  he 
taking  occaiion  to  anfwer  her 
quettion,  prophetically  reckon¬ 
ed!  the  kings  of  Cambria,  from 
king  Arthur’s  time,  or  fhortly 
after,  fuccettively  by  their 
names,  (although  fome  of  the 
firft  kings,  as  it  feemeth,  were 
dead,  before  the  prophecy  was 
written)  until  Howell  Dda,  king 
of  the  Britons  ;  but  from  him 
forward  to  the  end,  he  feldom 
nameth  them  by  their  own  pro¬ 
per  names  as  before,  but  de¬ 
noted!  them  by  fome  peculiar 
property,  or  quality,  eminent 
in  them,  whereby  the  refidue  is 
not  lo  intelligible  and  plain  as 
the  beginning,  which  gives  oc- 
catton  to  fome  to  think  that  it 
was  not  the  work  of  Merlin,  but 
of  another  bard,  who  living  in 
the  time  of  Howell  Dda,  gave 
it  the  title  aforefaid  ;  but  whofo- 
ever  was  the  author  of  it,  cer¬ 
tainly  it  was  very  ancient,  as  by 
the  dialed!,  and  feveral  ancient 
copies  thereof,  fairly  written  on 
parchment  many  hundred  years 
ttnce,  it  is  very  apparent ;  and, 
probably,  in  the  faid  tradt, 
Merlin  (in  anfwer  to  her  quef- 
tions)  faith,  that  Rhydderch 
Ilael,  fhould  be  king  of  Cam¬ 
bria;  and  after  that  Morgant 
Ma  wr,  i.  e,  the  great  foil  Satur« 


nine,  and  after  him  linen,  and 
after  him  Maelgwn ;  if  you 
compare  this  with  what  the 
writer  of  the  Saxon  genealogies 
in  Ninnius  faith  of  the  five  kingrs 

o 

of  Bernicia,  that  fucceeded  Adda, 
Edelric,  Fridogwald  (in  cujus 
tempore  regnum  Cantuariorum 
(faith  he)  mittente  Gregorio 
baptifmum  Sufcepit)  et  HufTa  : 
Contra  quos  quatuorreges  Urb- 
gen  et  Rytherch  et  Guallauc  et 
Morcant  dimicaverunt ;  and  you 
ill  all  find  it  probable  that  Mael- 
gwn,  who,  as  is  faid  before, 
fucceeded  Urbgen,  got  not  the 
government  of  Cambria,  till 
after  the  Kenthhmen  were  bap¬ 
tized  by  St.  Auftin,  the  apottle 
of  England,  and  the  four  Bri- 
tifli  kings  before  named,  yet 
living,  as  it  feemeth. — Never- 
thelefs,  I  can  hardly  be  per- 
fuaded  that  Maelgwn  lived  to 
the  time  that  Auftin  came  into 
England,  much  lefs  after  his 
coming,  for  venerable  Bede 
faith,  he  came  not  until  the 
year  597,  being  the  5th  year  of 
Ethelfiid’s  reign  over  Northum¬ 
berland,  as  Sir  Harry  Savili  in 
his  Faftis  regum  et  Epifcoporum 
Anglia?,  obferveth :  and  if  Ed- 
brie,  or  (Ethelric)  who,  in  the 
old  author  in  Ninnius,  is  mif~ 
placed,  be  reftored  to  his  own 
time,  who,  as  William  of 
Malmefbury  faith,  reigned  over 
all  Northumberland  five  years, 
that  is,  from  the  death  of  Ella, 
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king  of  Deira,  to  the  beginning 
of  Ethelfrid’s  reign,  and  two 
years  over  Bernicia,  in  Ella’s 
time,  as  Florentius  Wigornien- 
fis  hath  it,  being  in  the  whole 
feven  years  over  Bernicia,  and 
to  which,  if  you  add  the  fore¬ 
going  five  years  of  Ethelfrid’s 
time,  and  feven  years  more, 
wherein  HufTa  ruled  Bernicia, 
next  after  Fridogwald,  you  fhall 
End  nineteen  years  to  be  from 
Fridogwald’s  death,  in  whofe 
time  the  faid  old  author  in  Nin^ 
nius,  faith  the  Kentifhmen  were 
baptized,  to  the  year  that  Auf- 
tin  (who  did  baptize  them)  came 
into  England  :  And  I  think  that 
the  faid  author  did  mean  no 
more  by  quatuor  reges  Urbgen 
Rvderchen  Guallauc  et  Morcant 

j 

dimicaverunt  contra  illos  (mean¬ 
ing  the  five  kings  of  Bernicia 
aforefaid)  but  that  fome  of  them 
and  not  all  of  them  together, 
did  live  to  fight  with  every  one 
of  the  other  five;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  I  judge  all  this  of  no  force 
to  prolong  Maelgwn’s  life  to  the 
year  597. 

.  n.  * 

Neither  have  I  any  better 
opinion  of  Sir  John  Price’s  al¬ 
legation  out  of  Gildas,  viz.  that 
Maelgwn  died  about  anno  590. 
In  regard  I  can  find  no  fuch 
thing  in  any  copy  of  Gildas, 
that  I  have  feen  or  heard  of, 
who,  himfelf,  lived  no  longer 
titan  the  year  570,  as  the  annals 


of  Ulfter  declare.— Moreover, 

i 

the  time  prefcribed  by  Mathew 
Wefiminfter,  and  Dr.  Powel, 
for  Maelgwn’s  government  and 
death  may  feem  doubtful,  if  we 
give  credit  to  the  Britifh  hiftory, 
which  faith,  that  Edwin,  king 
of  Northumberland,  and  Cad- 
wallon,  king  of  the  Britons, 
were  of  the  fame  age  ;  and  it  is 
apparent  in  Beda,  that  Edwin 
was  flain  anno  633,  in  the  48th 
year  of  his  age  :  and  if  you  will 
deducfi  48  from  633,  the  re¬ 
mainder  will  be  585,  being  the 
year  of  Cadwallon  and  Edwin’s 
birth :  and  it  being  alfo  un¬ 
doubtedly  true,  that  Cadwallon 
w7as  the  fon  of  Cadfari,  the  fon 
of  Jago,  the  fon  of  Beli,  the  fon 
of  Rhun,  the  fon  of  Maelgwn  ; 
he  muff  needs  be  born  in  the 
days  of  his  great  great  great 
grandfather  Maelgwn,  if  Mael¬ 
gwn  lived  in  the  year  586,  as 
Mathew  Wefiminfter  faith,  a 
thing  furely  rare,  even  in  that 
age  ;  and  in  regard  that  Edwin 
and  Cadwallon  lived  and  reign¬ 
ed  in  the  fame  time,  1  find  no 
caufe  to  quefiion  the  Britifh  hif¬ 
tory  in  that  refpedf,  no  more 
than  for  it  maintaineth,  that 
Edwin  was  bred  and  brought 
up  in  the  Britifh  king’s  court, 
which  will  appear  to  be  true 
by  the  Triades,  where  it  is  ex¬ 
tant,  that  Edwin  was  accounted 
to  be  one  of  the  three  plagues 
that  fell  upon  the  ifle  of  Angle* 

fey, 
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fcy,  nurfed  and  bred  up  in  the 
fame  iiland,  where  the  Britifh 
king  mod  commonly  kept  his 
Court ;  for  Edwin  having  van¬ 
quished  Cadwailon,  in  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  *t)inwydr,  and  expelled 
him  out  of  his  kingdom,  and  kept 
him  from  the  poffeffion  thereof 
leven  years,  as  the  fame  Triades 
do  aver ;  during  which  time 
Edwin,  as  it  feems,  bear  a  very 
heavy  hand  over  the  ifle  of  An¬ 
glesey,  his  nurfe  ;  and  granting 
it  to  be  true,  that  Cadwailon 
was  born  in  the  days  of  his  great 
great  great  grandfather  Mael- 
gwn,  then  Merlin’s  dialogue, 
and  others*  our  Britifh  antiqui¬ 
ties,  will  tell  us,  that  Maelgwn, 
Rhun,  his  fan,  Beli,  his  fon, 
Jago,  his  fon,  and  Cadvan,  his 
fon,  did  rule  as  kings  of  Cum¬ 
bria,  and  Gwynedd,  fucceffive- 
ly,  whereby  it  is  confefted  (by 
the  reafons  aforefaid)  that  they 
all  five,  and  Cadwailon,  a  child, 
lived  at  the  time  aferibed  by 
M  at  the  w  We  ft  mi  n  ft  er,  for  Mael- 
gwn’s  death,  viz.  anno  586, 
which  how  likely  it  is  to  be  true, 
let  any  man  judge. — It  may  be 
one  will  demand,  whv  the  an- 
Cent  author,  in  Ninnius,  doth 
prefer  Urien  before  Rhydderch 
and  Morgant,  feeing,  in  Mer¬ 
lin’s  dialogue,  Rhydderch  hath 
the  firft  place,  and  next  him, 
Morgant,  and  then  Urien.  In 
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refolding  this,  I  know  I  fliall  be 
fhort  in  giving  myfelf  fat  inac¬ 
tion,  much  more  to  others  ; 
neverthelefs,  my  endeavours 
fhall  not  be  wanting.  In  the 
firft  place,  I  think  that  node  of 
the  three  came  to  the  kingdom 
of  Cumbria  by  inheritance,  but 
by  election,  or  ftrong  hand,  for 
Rhydderch  had  brethren,  and 
Urien  many  fons,  yet  none  of 
them  fucceeded  Rhydderch,  or 
Urien,  in  the  government  of 
Cumbria  ;  feeondly,  I  think  that 
Morgant,  mentioned  by  the 
writer  of  the  Saxon  genealogies, 
in  Ninnius,  is  not  Morgant 
Maw r,  the  fon  of  Saturnine, 
mentioned  in  Merlin’s  dialogue, 
but  Morgant  Mwynfawr,  a 
younger  brother  of  the  faid 
Rhydderch,  and  a  valiant  prince; 
whom  the  author  of  the  Triades 
doth  Honour  wxh  a  very  noble 
character;  and,  1  think,  that 
Morgant,  the  fon  of  Saturnine, 
was  he,  wrhom  the  fragment 
of  St.  Alaph’s  life  extant  in 
Coch,  Aiaph  maketh  mention 
of,  fpeaking  of  Kentigern  in 
thefe  words,  Kentigernus  ah 
impio  rege  Morcan  occidenta¬ 
lism  partium  Albania,  et  fuis 
dolofis  complicibus  dire  et  cru- 
deliter  perfecutus  divina  moni- 
tione  propriam  civitatem  de 
Glafcow  deferuit.  Here  I  find 
Moreen  to  be  king  of  the  weft 
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part  of  Scotland,  which  plainly 
denoteth  the  kingdom  of  Cum¬ 
bria:  And,  alfo  by  the  life  of 
Kentigern,  it  may  be  under- 
flood,  that  after  Moreen’s  death, 
Rhydderch  (being  returned)  fent 
for  Kentigern  to  his  charge ; 
where,  I  oblerve,  that  Kentigern 
was  expelled  by  Morgant,  and 
reftored  by  Rhydderch,  after 
Morcant’s  death,  which  per- 
fuadeth  me  to  think,  that  Rhy¬ 
dderch,  king  of  Cumbria,  was 
expelled  out  of  his  kingdom,  as 
well  as  Kentigern  out  of  his 
bifhoprick;  for  I  find  in  the 
Triades,  that  Aeddan  aforefaid, 
commonly  called  Fradog,  that 

is,  the  treacherous  (happily 
meant  by  dololis  complicibus, 
in  the  life  of  St.  Afaph  before 
mentioned)  took  Caer  Alclyd 
Rhydderch  HaePs  dwelling  feat, 
and  deffroyed  all  that  he  found 
therein,  and  the  country  about 

it,  which  denoteth  that  Rhy¬ 
dderch  was  fled  out  of  his  country, 
and  thereby  Morcan  becoming 
king  of  the  country,  after 
Rhydderch’s  expulfion,  held  the 
fame  during  his  life,  after  whom 
Urien  might  obtain  the  kingdom 
of  Cumbria,  before  Rhydderch’s 
return  from  Ireland,  who,  re¬ 
turning,  might  recover  his  in¬ 
heritance  in  Stratclwyd,  and 
Caer  Alclyd,  but  not  the  fove- 
reignty  of  Cumbria,  which 
Urien  had  gotten,  and  then  held, 
whom  Maelgwn  fucceeded ;  and 


in  that  refpedl,  Urien  might  be 
preferred  before  Rhydderch, 
who,  though  he  had  been  king 
of  Cumbria  before,  yet  was  not 
at  that  time  :  and,  unlefs  it  were 
fo,  I  know  not  how  it  may  be 
faid  that  Rhydderch  was  king 
of  Cumbria  before  Morcant, 
Urien,  and  Maelgwn,  feeing  it 
is  manifeft,  in  our  antiquities, 
that  he  outlived  Maelgwn,  and 
made  war  againfl  Rhun,  his 
fon. — Moreover,  it  may  be  alfo 
queftioned,  how  it  is  that  Mael¬ 
gwn  ending  his  life  about  the 
year  578,  as  it  appeareth  by 
the  number  of  years  aferibed  by 
the  faid  author,  from  die  be¬ 
ginning  of  Ida’s  reign  to  the 
death  of  Deodric,  which  hap¬ 
pened  above  ten  years  after 
Maelgwn’s  death ;  but  take  with 
you  the  words  of  the  author,  who 
having  fpoken  of  Adda,  Edelric, 
Deodric,  Fridogwald,  and  HufTa, 
the  Saxon  kings  of  Bernicia, 
faith  that  four  kings  (of  the  Bri¬ 
tons)  Urien,  Rhydderch,  Gwal- 
lawr,  and  Morgant,  fought 
againfl  thofe  Saxons,  then  he 
goeth  on  thus :  Deodric  contra 
ilium  Urbgen  cum  filiis  dimica- 
bat  fortiter.  In  illo  tempore, 
aliquando  hohes  nunc  cives  vin- 
cebantur,  et  ipfe  conclufit  eos 
tribus  diebus  et  tribus  noclibus 
in  infula  Medcantr.  et  dum  erat 
in  expeditione  jugulatus  eft, 
Morcanto  deftinante  pro  invidia, 
quia  in  ipfo  pras  omnibus  regi¬ 
bus 
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bus  virtus  maxima  erat  inftaura- 
tione  belli.  Here  it  feems  that 
Dioderic  being  in  action  againft 
Urien,  beleaguered  him  in  the 
ifland  of  Medcant,  and  was 
himfelf  murdered  by  the  means 
of  Morcant,  whereby  Urien  may 
be  faid  to  furvive  Deoderic. — 
Notwithstanding  it  may  be 
doubted,  whether  Urien  or  De¬ 
oderic,  dimicabat  fortiter  ;  for  if 
Deoderic,  with  his  fons,  fought 
valiantly  againft  Urien,  then  I 
think  the  words  cum  filiis,  are 
mifplaced  in  the  text ;  and  if 
they  belong  to  Urien,  then  he 
fought  fuccefsfullv  againft  De¬ 
oderic  ;  otherwife  it  will  be  rude 
language  that  Deoderic  fought 
againft  Urien  with  his  fons,  un- 
lefs  Deoderic  made  ufe  of  Uri- 
en’s  fons  againft  their  father, 
which  I  can  hardly  believe : 
and  if  Urien,  with  his  fons, 
fought,  as  it  is  aforefaid,  ftoutly 
againft  Deoderic,  then  I  think 
Urien  may  be  faid  to  beleaguer 
his  enemies  in  the  ifland  of 
Medcant,  and  to  be  murdered 
by  Morcant’s  means:  but  in  this 
regard  the  matter  is  doubtful,  1 
think  it  fair  dealing  to  try  whe¬ 
ther  this  teftimony,  in  the  places 
aforefaid,  doth  beft  fit  Deoderic, 
■or  Urien:  wherefore,  in  the 
fir  ft  place,  I  find  it  recorded,  in 
the  writings  of  Llywarch  (com¬ 
monly  called)  Hen,  becaufe  he 
was  very  old,  who  being;  a 
noble  Briton,  of  the  North,  and 


cou  fin-germ  an  to  the  faid  Urien, 
wrote,  above  1000  years  ago, 
in  the  works  of  Talieflin  and 
the  Triades,  that  Urien  had 
many  fons,  who,  being  valiant 
captains,  followed  their  father 
in  his  wars  with  Ida  and  the 
Saxons,  but  that  Deoderic  had 
any  fuch,  is  uncertain,  and  al- 
fo  unlikely,  in  regard  we  find 
Harry  Huntington,  at  Matthew 
Weftminfter,  that  Ida  Deode- 
ric’s  father,  about  the  year  547, 
was  a  young  man,  and  what 
may  be  faid  of  his  fon  about  19 
years  of  age  after,  when  he  be¬ 
gan  to  rule  (as  fhall  more  plain¬ 
ly  appear  hereafter)  but  that  he 
was  a  young  man  alfo,  and  not 
very  likely,  at  this  time  I  (peak 
of,  to  have  children  able  to  he 
commanders  in  the  war?  Se¬ 
condly,  I  cannot  eaflly  be  per- 
fuaded  that  Urien,  a  wife  prince 
and  of  long  experience  in  war¬ 
fare,  invading  Bernicia,  and 
overrunning  the  fame,  even  to 
the  lea  fide  (if  he  had  there  been 
over-matched)  would  run  def- 
perately  into  the  fea,  where 
that  ifland  of  Medcant  is  feated, 
rather  than  towards  his  own 
country,  where  he  might  have 
both  fafety  and  recruit :  for 
what  fecurity  could  he  expedl 
to  have  in  that  ifland,  where  he 
had  neither  friend  nor  proviflon 
for  himfelf  and  his  men,  and 
where  there  was  no  marching 
forward,  becaufe  of  the  ocean, 
M  m 
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nor  returning  backward,  but 
through  a  conquering  army,  and 
the  power  of  the  kingdom  of 
Bernicia.  On  the  other  tide, 
Deoderic  being  fuddenly  invaded, 
or  otherwife  neceffitated  by  the 
doubtful  event  ol  the  wais, 
might  well  and  wifely  go  into 
the  fakl  ifland,  being  his  own, 
where,  queftionlefs,  he  had 
fortification  and  provifion,  and 
might  be  in  greatei  iatety 
there  (whilft  his  men  were 
gathering  of  themfelves  toge¬ 
ther)  than  the  befiegers,  who, 
being  far  from  then  country, 
and  their  enemies  in  arms  be¬ 
hind  them,  could  not  be  thought 
able  to  continue  the  liege  very 
long:  and  confidering  alfo  that 
thole  Saxons  had  wrongfully 
taken  and  detained  from  thofe 
Britons  their  lands  and  lively— 
hood,  cruelly  killing  their  pa¬ 
rents  and  children,  and  daily  en¬ 
croaching  more  and  more  upon, 
it  cannot  be  thought  otherwiie, 
but  that  they  hated  thole  Saxons 
£ven  to  death  ;  how  improperly 
then  will  it  be  faid,  that  Nlor- 
gant,  out  of  envy,  did  procure 
death  of  IDeodenc,  his  moi  tal 
enemy?  furely  moie  fitly  may 
it  be  faid,  that  Morgant  being 
brother  to  Rhydderch  Hael, 
who  had  been  fometime  king  of 
Cumbria  himfelf,  and  was  yet 
living,  might  look  upon  the 
fuecefs  of  Urien,  his  now  lord 
and  king,  with  an  envious  eye, 


and,  therefore,  procure  his  death; 
which  the  Triades  do  partly 
confirm,  accounting  his  death 
to  be  one  of  three  villainous  or 
mifchievous  murders  committed 
in  this  ifland,  and  perpetrated 
by  Dyfnwal,  the  fon  of  Mene- 
dawc,  and  Llovan  Llawdino, 
both  Britons,  and  his  own  men, 
happily  by  the  inftigation  of  this 
Morgant,  not  in  the  ifle  of  Med- 
cant,  but  at  Aber  Llyw,  near 
Caer  Alclud>  or  Dunbarton,  the 
feat  of  his  brother  Rhydderch. 
Laftly,  confidering  that  the  faid 
old  author,  in  Ninnius,  doth 
in  the  place  aforefaid,  more 
efpecialiy  treat  of  the  N  orthern 
Saxons  and  Britons ;  what  kings 
may  be  then  meant  by  prse  om¬ 
nibus  regibus,  but  thole  Britons 
Rhydderch,  Gwallauc,  and  Mor¬ 
dant,  before  mentioned  by  him, 
and  who  lived  together  with 
Urien  ?  and  we  do  not  read  of 
any  Saxon  king  that  ruled  with 
Deoderic,  in  that  part  of  Britain, 
hut  Ella,  king  of  Deira,  who 
can  make  but  one.  And,  there¬ 
fore,  in  my  fimple  judgement, 
the  faid  teftimony  doth  better 
fuit  and  fit  Urien  than  Deoderic 
in  every  particular:  wherefore 
under  favour  and  eorre&ion,  I 
think,  that  inftead  of  Deoderic, 
contra  ilium,  it  fhould  be  read, 
tontra  ilium  Deoderic,  Urbgen 
cum  filiis  dimicabat  fortiter,  in 
illo  tempore  aliquando  holies 
nunc  cives  vincebantur,  et  ipfe 

(Urbgen) 
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(Urbgen)  concluelt  eos  cos 
(hoftes)  tribus  diebus  et  tfibus 
nocftibus  in  infula  Medcant;  et 
dutn  erat  in  expeditione  jugula- 
tus  eft  Morcanto  deftinante  pro 
invidia,  quia  in  ipfo  prae  omni¬ 
bus  regibus  virtus  maxima  erat 

O 

inftauratione  belli.  Now,  if 
thefe  reafons  will  bear  out  my 
conftrudbion  of  this  place,  then 
I  fay,  that  Urien  did  not  out¬ 
live  Deoderic,  but  rather,  that 
Deoderic  did  out-live  him. — 
Neverthelefs,  it  may  be  objedted, 
that  granting  all  this,  it  appears, 
by  the  forelaid  teftimony,  that 
Urien  lived  after  Deoderic  was 
chofen  king  of  Bernicia,  who 
began  not  his  reign  till  after  the 
forefaid  time  of  Maelgwn’s death, 
as  by  the  number  of  years  af- 
cribed,  by  the  laid  author,  for 
Ida,  and  his  fucceffors  to  govern 
Bernicia,  before  Deoderic’s  reign 
is  manifeft.  To  this  I  anfwer, 
that  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  547, 

j 

Ida  began  to  reign  over  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  and  ruled  twelve 
years;  after  whom,  as  the  faid 
old  author  faith,  Adda  ruled 
Bernicia  eight  years,  or  feven, 
as  others  fay,  and  alter  him, 
Ethelric  four  years,  whom  it, 
with  William  of  Malmefbury, 
we  reflore  to  his  due  time  and 
proper  place  (as  I  have  faid  be¬ 
fore)  then  next  Adda  (who  died 
about  the  year  565)  ruled  De- 

*  Lib.  2. 


oderic,  and  he  might  well  be 
faid  to  wage  war  with  Urien, 
even  in  Maelgwn’s  time,  who 
lived  in  the  year  567,  as  is  faid 
before. — Upon  all  which,  I  con¬ 
clude,  that  if  Maelgwn  may  be 
faid  to  l'urvive  Urien,  whereby 
he  might  fucceed  him  in  the 
kingdom  of  Cumbria,  then  will 
Merlin’s  dialogue  (whofoever 
was  the  author  of  it)  hand  in 
good  credit  and  authority,  which 
is  the  thing  I  principally  aim  at, 
howfoever  I  have  fped. — And 
now  I  think  it  high  time  that  I 
do  proceed  dire£tly  forward,  as 
at  firft  I  intended,  before  I  was 
neceffitated  to  make  this  retreat, 
wherein  I  was  fo  much  obflrudf- 
ed,  and,  therefore,  I  mud  de- 
fcend  to  the  battle  of  Caer  Le¬ 
gion,  where  I  began  ere  while, 
which  was  fought,  as  Matthew 
Wefhninfter  faith,  in  the  year 
603,  from  that  battle  to  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Meigen,  our  annals  reck¬ 
on  but  fourteen  years,  which  is 
fhort  of  the  truth,  for  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Meigen,  as  the  ancient 
Triades,  and  the  old  writer  of 
the  Saxon  genealogies,  extant 
in  fome  copies  of  Ninnius,  do 
teftify,  was  that  wherein  Ed¬ 
win,  king  of  Northumberland, 
was  killed  by  Cadwallon,  king 
of  the  Britons  ;  and  venerable 
#Bede  faith,  that  Edwin  was 
killed  anno  633  ;  and  being  thus 
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infallibly  allured  of  the  time  of 
thofe  two  battles,  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  very  hard  to  find  out  the 
time  of  Cadwaladr’s  going  to 
Rome,  for  though  our  chrono¬ 
logy  reckoneth  but  fourteen 
years  from  Caer  Legion  battle 
to  the  battle  of  Meigen,  yet  it 
reckoneth  forty- eight  years  Rom 
Meigen  to  Cadwaladr’s  going  to 
Rome,  and  both  thefe  numbers 
being  put  together,  will  make 
fixty-two,  which  being  added 
to  the  year  of  the  battle  of  Caer 
Legion,  anno  603,  will  nrani- 
feft  that  Cadwaladr  went  to 
Rome  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
665,  and  fo  our  chronology, 
though  it  faileth  in  the  particu¬ 
lar,  yet  it  is  right  in  the  general ; 
for  from  the  battle  of  Caer  Le¬ 
gion,  anno  603,  is  thirty  years 
to  the  battle  of  Meigen  (as  I 
have  out  of  Beda  proved)  and 
not  fourteen ;  and  from  Mei¬ 
gen  to  Cadwaladr’s  going  to 
Rome,  is  thirty-two  years,  and 
not  forty-eight ;  and  thirty  and 
thirty-two,  will  make  fixty-two, 
as  I  have  faid  before.  More¬ 
over,  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth 
doth  confefs,  that  his  going  to 
Britain,  Armoric,  and  fo  to 
Rome,  was  in  the  time  that  the 
great  mortality  happened,  which 
as  Matthew  Weftminfter  tchifi- 
eth,  happened  in  the  year  664. 
And  as  concerning  Cardac  of 
Llan  Garvan,  and  Geoffrey’s 


opinion  in  prolonging  Cadwa*4 
!adr’s  life  to  the  year  688,  of 
689,  and  his  going  to  Rome  to 
Pope  Sergius  his  time,  I  think 
they  had  no  other  warrant  for 
it,  but  their  miftaking  Cadwalla 
the  Saxon  king  of  Weft-Sex, 
(who  went  to  Rome  at  this  time, 
and  died  there)  to  be  the  fame 
with  Cadwaladr  ;  whereby  they 
have  confounded  his  hiltory  and 
brought  to  a  great,  deal  of  doubt, 
and  uncertainty.  Whereas  the 
faid  ancient  trad:  annexed  to 
Ninnius,  fo  often  mentioned  by 
me,  whofe  author  lived  above 
300  years  above  them  both, 
doth  dearly  fhew  that  the  mor¬ 
tality  (and  fo,  confequently, 
Cadwaladr’s  going  to  Rome  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  time  of  the  reign  of 
Ofwi,  king  of  Northumberland, 
who,  according  to  good  autho¬ 
rity,  began  his  reign  in  Auguft 
642,  and  died  in  February,  670, 
and,  therefore,  no  other  morta¬ 
lity,  for  Cadwaladr’s  going  to 
Rome  is  to  be  thought  on,  fave 
this  in  king  Ofwi’s  time  anno 
665.  The  words  of  the  author 
are  thefe,  Ofguid  filius  Edelfrid 
regnavit  28  annis  et  fex  menfibus 
dum  ipfe  regnavit,  venit  morta- 
litas  hominum  (ab  qualater  reg- 
nante  apud  Britones  poft  patrem 
Suum,  et  in  ca  periit.  Now, 
the  cafe  is  clear,  if  the  words 
in  ea  periit,  have  any  relation 
to  Cadwaladr,  as  haply  they 
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may  have,  eonfidering  Ofvvi  in  that  mortality  raged.  Let 
lived  five  years  after  665,  where-  this  much  ferve  for  the  prefent. 

BRITONS. 


From  the  time  that  the  Cymru 
came  firR  to  the  ifle  of  Britain, 


From  the  time  that  the  Cymry 
received  the  chriftian  faith  from 
Pope  Eleutherius,  in  the  time 
<of  Lucius,  the  fon  of  Coel, 

From  the  time  that  the  Saxons 
hrft  came  to  the  ifle  of  Britain, 


From  the  firfl  coming  of  the 
FJonnans  into  the  ifland  of  Bri¬ 
tain. 


Till  king  John  came  to  Aber, 
and  GrufFudd  was  delivered 
pledge,  2516.  In  another  book 
thus,  till  the  fkirmifh  at  Der- 
wyn. 

Until  the  year  that  GrufFudd 
ap  Llywelyn  was  delivered  for 
a  pledge,  1040,  (in  another  as 
followeth)  till  the  fkirmifh  at 
Derwyn. 

Till  Griffith  was  delivered 
pledge,  552,  in  the  other  as  fol¬ 
loweth,  to  the  fkirmhh  at  Der¬ 
wyn,  601. 

Until  Gruffud  was  delivered 

\ 

pledge  157:  (fo  likewife  here) 
till  the  fkirmifh  at  Derwyn, 
606. 


From.  Mr .  William  Wynne  to 
Mr.  Lewis  Morris . 

pear  Sir, 

I  received  the  favour  of  yours 
with  great  pleafure,  and  had  I 
been  at  home,  would  have  an- 
fwered  it  fooner.  I  was  gone 


to  Merioneth  {hire,  when  your 
letter  was  brought  to  my  houfe, 
to  attend  the  funeral  of  my  bro¬ 
ther  Lloyd  of  Rhagad,  where 
I  continued  a  fortnight. — By 
the  bye,  what  is  the  meaning 
of  the  word  Rhagad  ?  To  re¬ 
new  our  correfpondence  is  what 
I  wanted  of  all  things  ;  but  you 
M  ;n  3'  will 
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will  fay,  I  am  unreafonable  to 
expedl  your  curious  remarks, 
in  return  for  any  thing  I  can 
fend  you :  for  inftead  of  im¬ 
proving  myfelf,  I  think  I  grow 
duller  and  duller;  I  acquire 
fuch  a  rufl  in  this  place,  and 
am  fo  jaded  with  fcribbling 
Welfh  fermons.  So  far  am  I 
from  having  the  talent  you 
mention  of  writing  wild,  I 
have  no  leifure  to  purfue  my 
lfudies  according  to  my  inclina¬ 
tion.  What  golden  age  may 
come,  if  I  live  fome  years  lon¬ 
ger,  I  know  not.  The  manu- 
fcripts  I  have  will  contribute  to 
my  improvement  in  words  only. 
Llyfrau  achau  I  look  upon  as 
trifling  amufements,  though  I 
own  I  am  fond  of  looking  into 
them.  But  be  my  buflnefs  what 
it  will,  I  have  fome  innate 
principle,  though  I  rather  Rifle 
than  encourage  it,  that  fome 
time  forceth  me  to  fmatter  at 
Welfh  poetry,  yn  enwedig  yn 
fyngwely  yn  lie  hun  in  kam- 
rantau. 

Gorraocl  o  fyfyrdod  fydd 

Burm  wynnias  berw  ymmenydd. 

I  can  in  no  wife  deferve  the 
compliment  you  pafs  upon  me. 
But  indeed  I  am  fet  out  to  fome 
advantage  in  this  obfcure  cor¬ 
ner.  Brenin  yw  unllygeidiog 
yn  gwlad  y  deilliard.  You  are 
to  be  pitied,  poor  man,  it  feems 


for  want  of  command  of  words ; 
if  fuch  you  have  not,  I  know 
not  who  has  o  fewn  ynys  y 
cedyrn.  This  year  conceflion 
is  a  mark  of  modefly,  and  ge¬ 
nerally  fpeaking,  the  more  abi¬ 
lity  a  man  acquires  in  any  fci- 
ence,  the  clearer  he  fees  his 
imperfedtion ;  perfedtion  being 
not  attainable.  I  wifh  you  could 
teach  a  grain  of  this  decent 
thing  we  call  modeRy,  to  our 
contemptible  fet  of  fmatterers 
in  poetry,  that  make  a  figure 
in  the  Welfh  almanacks.  Some 
of  their  gems  Ipromiled  to  fend 
your  brother  Richard,  from 
whom  I  have  laft  week  received 
a  very  long  and  curious  letter. 

I  am  highly  delighted  with 
your  fcheme  of  publi filing  fome 
queries  (I  fuppofe  in  the  maga¬ 
zines)  concerning  our  language, 
poetry,  and  hiftory.  I  roi  am 
bell  algwrn  i  gnoi  i  blant  Alis, 
ag  yn  enwedig  ir  ynfydion  fy’n 
dirmygu  eu  hynafiaid  heb  achos. 
I  fliould  be  glad  of  the  favour 
of  feeing  thofe  things  before 
you  make  them  public,  that  if 
I  fhould  happen  to  Rumble  upon 
any  thing  to  the  purpofe,  I 
might  communicate  it  in  time. 
I  was  always  out  of  patience 
with  the  great  Camden  in  re¬ 
gard  to  his  notions  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  hiflory.  But  Milton  does 
not  abfolutely  rejedt  the  Rory  of 

Brutus, 
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Brutus,  being  not  fatisfied  with 
cither  of  the  modern  conjectures 
in  oppofition  to  an  ancient,  and 
for  many  ages  a  well  received 
account.  I  agree  with  you  en¬ 
tirely  in  relation  to  Biffiop 
Lloyd’s  preface*  which  I  have 
read  more  than  once.  His  ig- 
norance  and  confidence  together 
are  intolerable.  The  beft  things 
I  have  feen  upon  this  topic  are 
Sir  John  Pryfe’s  Latin  Defence 
of  the  Britifh  Hiftory,  Thomp- 
fon’s  Preface  to  Jeffery'of  Mon¬ 
mouth,  and  Wynn’s  Preface  to 
his  edition  of  Caradog  of  Llan 
Carfan.  There  are  arguments 
in  thefe  treatifes  I  think  unan- 
fwerable.  J  wifli  I  could  get 
a  perufal  of  the  manufcripts  you 
mention :  1  have  read  indeed 
with  pleafure  feveral  of  the  frag¬ 
ments  of  Llywarch  Hen,  who, 
as  I  find  in  one  of  Lewis  Dwn’s 
manufcripts,  lies  buried  at  Llan- 
vawr,  near  Bala,  as  appears  by 
a  monument,  where  I  intend  to 
pay  my  refpeds  to  the  old  gen- 
riemap,  whenever  I  have  an 
opportunity.  But  Mabinogi  y 
Trioedd  &  Brut  y  Brcnhinoedd 
I  never  faw.  I  have  a  notion 
Mr.  Edward  Llwyd  reckons 
Mabinogi  entirely  fabulous. 
Brut  y  Brenhinoedd  I  fhould 
have  gueffed  by  the  name  to  be 
a  Welfii  copy  of  Jeffry  01  Mon¬ 
mouth  ;  if  it  l>e  not,  fo  much 


the  better.  What  you  mention 
of  Caer  Droia  is  very  true,  and 
I  think  much  to  the  purpofe. 
Many  a  time  in  my  youth  have 
I  been  taught  by  illiterate  fvvains 
to  drawT  a  plan  of  that  ancient 
place.  No  man  that  knows 
any  thing  of  the  matter  can 
difpute  the  aptnefs  of  the  Greek 
character  for  the  Welih  tongue, 
I  always  ufe  it  in  private  me¬ 
morandums  under  my  fermons, 
& c.  that  it  might  be  known, 
when  and  where  they  are  deli¬ 
vered  }  to  mvfelf  only.  I  am 
pofitive  I  read  in  one  of  the 
daffies,  but  what  author  I  can¬ 
not  recoiled,  that  there  vyas  a 
famous  univerfity  at  Marfeiiles, 
before  Caelaris  time,  where 
Grecian  learninp-  was  in  great 
vogue.  Cariar  likewife  faith, 
that  the  Greek  tongue  was 
known  to  l'ome  of  the  Gauls. 
But  then  we  have  no  account 
that  any  of  our  youth  were 
educated  in  Gaul ;  but  on  tire 
contrary,  C  as  far  teftifieth  that 
the  Gauls  fent  their  youth  to 
Britain  for  education,  and  that 
the  Druidifh  learning  was 
brought  from  Britain  to  GauL 
So  that  I  think  it  much  more 
probable,  that  >ve  had  our 
Greek  from  Brutus,  than  from 
Marfeiiles,  which  is  tire  jremotefl: 
part  of  France*.  But  whence 
came  all  this  Greek  to  Mar- 


*  Troy  is  full  more  remote;  nnlefs  Mr.  Wynne  thought,  like  fome  others  in 
Wales,  that  Troy  muA  be  fome  where  between  Monmouth  and  London.  E.  //  illiams. 

Nf  m  f  ieilles  ? 
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feilles  ?  Why  with  Brutus  and 
his  followers,  in  all  probability. 
The  tradition  of  Brito  is  the 
greateft  Rumbling  block  to  me 
of  any,  though  1  look  upon  it 
as  a  mere  old  woman’s  tale. 
As  I  am  an  houfekeeper,  I  wifh 
you  would  come  and  fpend  a 
week  with  me,  when  you  are 
moil  at  leifure,  or  longer,  if 
your  bufinefs  will  admit  of  it  ; 
then  we  might  con  over  thefe 
and  other  things  with  much 
more  fatisfadlion  than  by  letters. 
I  fhallbe  conilantly  at  home  till 
about  the  10th  of  April.  I  have 
a  good  excufe  for  want  of  con¬ 
nection,  the  tattling  of  women 
and  children. 

I  am, 

your  affectionate, 
and  faithful  fervant, 
W  m.  Wynne. 

Llanbrynmair , 

Feb.  28,  1745. 


From  Mr.  'John  Morgan  to 
Mofes  Williams ,  about  pub* 
lijhing  his  Dictionary)  found 
among  Mofes  Williams's  pa¬ 
pers  ,  in  the  hands  of  William 
Jones ,  FJq.  in  London . 

May  I3/£,  1714. 

Dear  Sir, 

» 

i 

Since  you  are  now  ready  to 
fet  out  for  Wales,  I  am  come 
to  take  my  leave  of  you,  and 
to  offer  fome  things  to  your 
confi  deration,  which  may  be 
ufeful  in  your  travels.  Your 
fir  ft  Rage,  I  prefume,  will  be 
Jefus  College.  It  may  not  be 
improper  to  recommend  to  thefe 
gentlemen  the  love  of  their 
country,  which  they  feem  to  be 
forgetful  of.  Partem  Amici 
partem  patria  vendicat,  was  a 
good  argument  in  former  ages. 
I  am  furprifed  to  fee  fo  many 
Englifhmen  print  and  fubferibe 
for  Welfh  charity  books,  whilft 
there  peeps  not  a  penny  paper 
from  Jefus  College  for  the  ufe 
of  their  country,  a  college 
founded  and  maintained  by  W ales 
too.  Tell  them  that  fenfe  is 
fenfe  in  every  language,  and 
that  one  may  prove  himfelf  a 
fool  by  Latin  and  Greek  as  well 
as  Welfh .  It  may  not  be  im¬ 
proper  to  fearch  the  Ship  cellar, 
and  fee  whether  there  be  any 

Lethean 
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Lethean  liquors,  fo  pernicious 
to  the  memory,  there,  which 
make  people  forget  their  former 
habitation,  and  the  breafts  that 
gave  them  fuck. 

In  your  travels  in  Wales  it 
may  be  ufeful  to  recommend 
charity  fchools.  It  is  a  grand 
miftake  to  teach  poor  children 
their  duty  in  a  foreign  tongue, 
which  takes  up  a  good  deal  of 
time  to  little  purpofe  ;  for  when 
they  are  employed  for  fame 
time  at  the  plough,  or  cart, 
the  language  is  loft,  and  they 
are  as  wife  after  five  or  fix 
years  fchooling  as  they  were 
before ;  whereas  were  they 
taught  in  their  mother  tongue, 
it  would  take  but  little  time 
and  charges. 

u 

This  method  is  as  ridiculous 
and  prepofterous,  as  if  Englifti 
charity  boys  fhould  be  inftrudted 
in  Latin  and  Greek,  in  order  to 
know  their  duty;  and  the  con- 
fequence  at  laft  will  be  barbar- 
ifm,  which  neceftarily  intro¬ 
duces  ignorance  and  irreligion  ; 
of  which  fatal  confequence  we 
have  a  demonftration  in  fome 
parts  of  Wales  already,  as  my 
Lord  of  Bangor  well  obferves. 
But  the  other  method  is  quite 
the  reverfe ;  it  leads  people  in- 
fenfibly  into  a  knowledge  of 
their  duty,  makes  them  defirous 
of  reading  what  they  under¬ 


hand,  and  would  prove  more 
effedlual  in  reforming  their 
lives,  than  all  the  fermons 
preached  in  Wales;  and  yet 
forty  fh filings  a  year  would  do 
this  in  every  parifh.  You  may 
likewife  encourage  young  cler¬ 
gymen  in  Wajes  to  print  Welfh 
books.  I  do  not  queftion  but 
there  are  many  there  that  might 
be  more  ufeful  to  their  countrv, 
were  it  not  for  excefs  of  mo- 
deft  y.  But  this  is  fomewhat 
foreign,  though  ufeful  to  your 
undertaking.  As  for  what 
more  immediately  belongs  to  it, 
it  may  be  proper  to  you  to  get 
a  collection  of  Arthur’s  Fables, 
and  the  Legends  of  the  Welfh 
Saints. 

The  firft  may  be  had,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  at  Mr.  Efiis  Wynn’s, 
and  the  fecond  at  Mr.  Rowland’s, 
as  a  fhort  epitome  of  thefe  will 
be  neceflary  in  your  dictionary; 
for  the  Welfh  Fables  are  as  ne- 
ceftary,  in  order  to  underhand 
Welfh  poems,  as  Latin  to  un¬ 
derhand  Latin  poems  ;  and  I  do 
not  think  our  poets  manage 
them  much  inferior  to  thebright- 
eh  Greek  and  Latin  poets ;  an 
abridgment  of  fuch  we  fee  in 
all  our  dictionaries,  and  it  will 
not  make  yours  much  more 
bulky  ;  four  or  five  lines  may 
illuhrate  the  moft  remarkable 
part  of  their  hihory,  but  their 
poems  will  be  unintelligible  to 

moft 
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molt  people  without  fuch  a  key, 
as  for  inflance. 

Ffon  a  ddanfones  Jem 

I  Baclrig  dafenthyg  fu 

Crau  a  dail  enwd  a  wclynt 

Gwifei  ar  ffon  Gybi  gynt. 

D.  LI.  LI.  G. 

The  gentlemen  that  may  give 
you  any  information  about  fuch 
things  are,  Mr.  Foulks  of  St. 
Afaph ;  Mr.  Ellis  Wynn,  and 
Mr.  Samuel  in  Merionethfliire  ; 
Mr.  Pearce  of  Celyniu  there. 
For  Hugh  Mackno’s  Grammar, 
Mr.  Rowland’s  in  Arlglefey, 
who  can  likewife  give  you  fe- 
veral  Hebrew  derivations,  which 
whatever  you  may  at  prefent 
think  of,  is  thought  to  bear  a 
great  analogy  with  the  W elfh  ; 
and  Dr.  Davies  derives  fome 
words  from  thence  very  well 
As  for  Welfh  manufcripts, 
aHengwrt  dudy  is  the  bed:, 
though  I  hear  they  are  all  late 
copies.  Mr.  Price  at  Llanvyllin, 
Mr.  Jdwyd  at  Aber  llefeni,  and 
Mr.  Vincent  in  Anglefey,  for 
Englyns,  &c.  It  will  not  *be 
amifs  to  get  fome  W ehh  printed 
books,  in  order  to  colledf  idioms, 
fuch  as,  Llyfr  y,  Refolution, 
Bardd  cwfc,  rheol  buchedd  San- 

i  •  *  <r  «  *  ’ 

taidd,  llwybr  hyfFordd  ir  nefoedd, 
Hanes  y  ffydd,  &c.— Though 
there  mud  be  great  care  taken 
in  reading  thofe  authors,  for 
they  are  often  faulty.  It  is  a 
general  midake  in  Wales,  and 
that  among  good  WeKhmen, 


that  feveral  words  are  grown 
obfolete,  which  are  not  fo  a- 
mon<!  the  vulgar.  Dr.  Davies 
himfelf  was  led  into  this  error, 
when  he  aderts  in  his  grammar, 
hat  fech  gwleb  in  the  feminine 
gender  are  obfolete,  which  I 
found  current  in  x4nglefey  among 
the  vulgar.  But  if  we  count  all 
words  ufelefs  and  antiquated, 
which  are  not  common  in  all 
places,  we  mud  cad  off  half 
our  language,  and  all  other 
modern  languages.  I  diall  in- 
fert  here  fome  proper  names, 
which  I  found  explained  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  David  Jones,  1572. 
Caradoc  Vreichvras  milwr  i 
Arthur.  Celliwig  un  o  bridy- 
foedd  Arthur.  Nyf  Cariad  Pe~ 
redur  ap  Efroc.  Eigr  mam 
Arthur.  Non  mam  Ddewi. 
Indey  march  Afarwy  hir,  Rhi- 
ain  o  lys  Arthur.  Gwalchmai 
nai  Arthur,  mab  ei  chwaer 
Anna.  Mel  was  tywydog  or 
Alban  a  fu  mewn  clog  unllw 
ar  dail  yn  difgwyl  Gwenhwyfar 
ai  llawforwvnlon  ar  Dduiu 

J 

Dydd  Calanmai’r  bore  yn  dyfod 
i  geido  bedwr  i  groefawu’r  haf. 
medd  rhai  ef  a  aeth  a  hidro$ 

r 

amfer.  Deifr  henw  merch  deg 
o  honi  i  gelwir  Durham  yu 
Lloegr.  Tegau  Eurfron  gwraig 
Caradog  Freechfras  cydal  ei 
gair  a  Phenelope.  ir  oedd  iddi 
drithlws  na  wrafanaethai  i  ne- 
barall,  ei  mantell,  ei  ffiol  aur, 
ei  chyllell.  Cafwennan  lie  atcas 

i  longau 
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i  longau  rhwng  Enlli  a  Llyn. 
yno  torrodd  llong  i  Arthur  a 
ehvid  Gwennan,  o  hynny  i 
gelwir  y  lie  bfFrydiau  Gwen¬ 
nan.  Olwen  merch  yfpaddaden 
ben  c  Cawr  or  Gogledd  e  dyfai 
pedair  meillionen  gwynnion  lie 
fathrai.  Cariad  Gwalchmai. 
medd  rhai  Cariad  Culhwch  ap 
Celyddon.  Creirwy  chwaer 
Morfran  ap  Tegid,  rhiain  o  lys 
Arthur.  Dwynwen  fantos  du- 
wies  y  Cariad  merch  Brychan 
yrth.  Efyllt  diharebol  o  degwch, 
Cariad  Trvffcan  farchog.  Eur- 
gain  ferch  Faelgwn  Gwynedd  a 
roes  y  gannwyll  wrth  yr  adar 
gwylldion.  Eluned  cariad  Ow- 
ain  ap  Urien.  Owain  ap  Urien 
a  fu  rhwng  y  porthar  og  nes  i 
Eluned  roi  modrwy  a  maen  cudd 
ynddi  iddo,  acfelly  i  diengis. — I 
have  no  time  to  infert  more;  but 
you  may  enquire  for  the  book  of 
Mr  Evans, Mr  Ellis’s  curate,  near 
Carnarvon11.  It  is  a  collection 

vf-  ;;  .  i.  *  , 

of  poems  in  folio,  with  margi¬ 
nal  notes.  I  need  not  tell  you 
that  genders  and  plural  numbers 

are  neceffary  in  a  dictionary, 

*  »■ 

efpecially  confidenng  what  blun¬ 
ders  fome  commit  in  their  wri- 

‘  i  »  * 

tings.  I  have  fent  you  inclofed 
the  collection  of  proverbs  that 
J  promifed  ;  the  DoCtor  hath 
fome  of  them  in  different  words, 
and  has  himfelf  the  fame  pro¬ 
verbs  with  little  variation  twice, 


which  cannot  be  otherwife, 
fince  the  fame  proverb  is  differ¬ 
ently  expreffed  in  different  coun¬ 
ties,  and  each  has  as  good  a 
right  to  have  their  own  way, 
as  the  other,  and  perhaps  as 
ancient  authority.  The  DoCtor 
is  fometimes  e  too  fhort  in  his 
proverbs  ;  as  for  inftance,  mal 
y  Rhegen  yn  y  rhych,  which 
cannot  be  underftood  without 
knowing  the  quality  of  that 
bird. 

But  the  vulgar  are  generally 
too  long,  adding  fome  infipid 
rhymes  of  their  own  to  old  pro¬ 
verbs  ,  for  the  fhorter  the  pro¬ 
verb  is,  the  better  it  is,  if  in¬ 
telligible.  I  believe  you  may 
find  all  I  have  fent  you  upon 
enquiry  in  fome  county  or  pa- 
rifh.  Wifhing  you  all  encou¬ 
ragement, 

lam,  Sir, 

Your  molt  humble  fervant, 

John  Morgan. 

f  You  fhould  have  a  good 
writer  with  you,  for  I  doubt 
people  will  be  loth  to  lend  their 
books,  and  fo  you  may  tran- 
fcribe  feveral  things  as  you  go 
along. 
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holes  on  the  above  Letter  by  Mr.  Lewis  Morris . 

*  By  this  it  appears,  Mr.  Morgan  had  never  feen  Hengwrt 
Study,  and  confe&ueiitly  knew  very  little  of  our  ancient  manu¬ 
scripts,  which  that  library  is  plentifully  furni/hed  with,  and  many 
of  them  on  vellum,  and  very  ancient. 

b  This  is  a  miflake  of  Mr.  David  Jones,  for  Ffrydiau  Cafwen- 
nan  (rightly  GofFridau  Cafwennan)  lies  between  Ynys  Enlli,  and 
the  channel,  and  is  a  great  waterfall.  It  is  mentioned  by  one  of 
the  poets,  and  noted  for  its  ijrong  tides. 

Os  anodd  ar  GafweJjnan 
Droi  ar  lif  or  dwr  ir  lan 
Dau  Anos  na  piynd  yn» 

Troi  bun  o’r  natnr  i  bo.  -  R.  Leiaf. 

It  hath  bgen  (hewed  me  by  the  natiyes  of  Lleyn  and  Bardfey  in  my 
furvey  of  the  coafr. 

c  Mr.  Morgan  ought  to  have  noted,  that  Cawr  was  the  ancient 
word  for  a  king,  or  potent  prince,  as  Cawr  Idris,  Cawr  Qthrwm, 
Sec. 

This  manufeript  is  now,  1747,  in  my  hands,  and  belongs  to 
Mr.  Edward  Morgan,  parfon  of  Llanaber,  brother  of  Mr.  John 
Morgan,  that  wrote  this  letter,  David  Jones  was  vicar  of  Llan- 
vair  DyfFryn  clwyd,  and  this  collection  was  for  one  John  Wil¬ 
liams,  Efq.  Mr-  Jones  was  no  correct  writer,  and  but  a  bad 
poet. 

Since  I  have  wrote  the  above,  the  book  was  given  me  by 
Mr.  Humphrey  Humphreys,  the  owner  after  Mr.  E,  Mor¬ 
gan- 

e  This  is  no  fault  of  the  Doctor’s,  for  thus  it  is  exprefied  by 
the  people ;  and  befides,  it  is  not  in  Dr.  Davies’s  printed  collec¬ 
tion,  nor  in  the  manufeript  wrote  by  him,  and  Mr.  Vaughan  of 
Hengwrt. 

f  Mofes  Williams  neglected  this  advice,  for  he  borrowed  many, 
which  he  never  returned,  particularly  from  Hengwrt,  as  Mr. 
Vaughan  informed  me  ;  fome  he  bought,  fome  he  begged,  and 
ftole  a  great  many,  and  fome  from  Hengwrt;  and  they  are  all 
now  in  the  hands  of  William  Jones,  London.  L.  M.  1748 — 1 
Since  given  by  will  to  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  who  intends  to 
give  them  to  the  Britifh  Mufeura. 
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F?  'om  Mr.  Lewis  Morris  to 
Mr.  Edward  Richards. 

Penhryn ,  March  27//;,  1762. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  16th, 
which  came  to  my  hands  juft 
now,  gives  me  a  great  deal  of 
pleafure,  when  I  reflect  that  one 
worthy  man,  of  uncommon 
fenfe  and  underftanding,  covets 
my  correfpondence ;  furely,  fays 
I,  there  is  fomething  in  me, 
which  others  fee  and  I  do  not. 
Upon  my  word,  I  cannot  find 
what  it  is  that  is  worth  notice. 
I  look  back  and  fee  nothing  in 
all  my  adlions  but  vanity  of 
vanities,  not  a  folid  adt  or  deed 
among  them.  Trifles,  flights, 
and  wild  vagaries,  owing  to  a 
fuperabundance  of  fpirits  that 
kept  no  bounds.  In  the  body’s 
evening  the  foul  perceives  the 
dawning  of  common  fenfe,  and 
as  one  weakens,  the  other  grows 
ftrenger.  I  have  drove  thus 
far  hait  aileep,  and  juft  efcaped 
a  fall.  Why  dont  you  fay 
fomething  about  my  fong  and 
hymn  ?  (quoth  he)  I  will  give 
you  my  opinion  frankly,  but 
dont  fhew  it  to  any  body,  or 
elfe  we  (hall  fall  out,  for  there 
are  people  wicked  enough  to 
perfuade  you  that  my  remarks 


are  owing  to  ill  nature,  becaufe 
you  write  better  than  me.  Keep 
it  to  yourfelf,  and  we  fhali 
agree  well  enough.  Both  your 
fongs  on  the  bridg,  are  excellent 
South- Wales  fongs,  exceeding 
every  thing  I  ever  law  done  in 
that  country,  and  I  would  have 
faid,  any  country,  had  they  but 
one  ingredient,  which  is  purity 
of  didiion.  The  misfortune  is, 
and  a  great  lofs  to  the  world, 
that  you  underfiand  the  ancient 
Greeks  and  Romans  better  than 
the  ancient  Celtas  and  Britons, 
i  he  fongs  of  the  bridg  would 
have  out  done  the  bell;  thino-s  of 
Hugh  Morris,  if  you  had  been 
corredi  in  the  language ;  but 
ftill  I  fay,  for  South  Wales 
fongs,  they  bear  the  laurel.  I 
am  not  fo  nice  as  to  meafure  all 
poetry  by  North  Wales  rules, 
and  grammatical  exadhiefs.  I 
know  that  thefe  countries,  which 
were  formerly  different  princi¬ 
palities,  had  alio  different  dia- 
ledls,  induftrioufly  kept  up  to 
know  the  natives  by.  If  South 
Wales  men  had  wrote  gram¬ 
mars,  we  fliould  have  plural 
terminations  m  e  inflead  of  au, 
fee.  See.  and  abundance  of  li¬ 
cences  of  the  like  kind.  But 
now,  in  flridi  writing,  it  is 
otherwife,  becaufe,  in  South 
Wales  they  bufled  themfelves 
in  fighting  more  than  writing. 
Befides,  the  Britifh  of  South 
Wales  is  notorioufly  mixed  with 

Englifh, 
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Englifti,  and  as  the  children 
learn  it  of  their  mothers,  they 
tranfmit  it  to  their  children : 
Who  can  help  all  this  ?  This 
has  given  their  poets  a  language 
diftind!  from  North  Wales,  and 
Powyiland,  which  in  Prydydd  y 
Bont,  hath  outlhined  every 
thing.  A  furly  critic  would  alk 
how  clyn  Athriji  could  be  dyn 
didriji .  I  confefs  it  daggered 
me  a  little  at  firft,  until  Tom 
Pryfe,  who  was  better  verfed 
in  the  South  Wales  dialed!  than 
I  was,  told  me  that  trijlo  was  to 
trufl,  as  helongo ,  to  belong,  &c. 
See.  It  is  true,  that,  in  this 
dialed!,  the  poet  has  a  greatet 
fcope  for  rhymes  than  Hugh 
Morris  *  took,  but  the  pidlureS 
here  are  flronger,  and  far  better 
drawn  than  any  of  Hugh  Mor¬ 
ris’s,  by  fo  much  as  the  South 
Wales  poet  was  better  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  learning  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans,  who  cer¬ 
tainly  were  the  greateft.  mailers 
that  way.  I  took  off  my  pen, 
and  found  myfelf  unawares 
launched  into  the  fea  of  crid- 
cifm,  and  now  let  me  go  out  of 
it  as  well  as  I  can.  I  need  not 
tell  you  that  long  writing  is  a 
modern  thing,  in  imitation  of 
the  Englifh  and  French,  and 
Plugh  Morris  is  the  only  writer 
of  ours  that  ever  drone  in  it.  He 
has  taken  fome  liberties  with  the 
language  which  the  writers  of  the 
24  Mefur,  did  not  dare  to  broach, 


for  fear  of  an  excommunicaa 
tion ;  and  as  he  is  the  ftandard 
of  long  writing,  being  born  be¬ 
fore  us,  fo,  like  Homer,  he  will 
keep  his  ground  with  all  thofe 
little  blemifhes.  But  certainly 
a  man  may  poffibly  even  write 
a  good  long  in  good  language  ; 
and  you  would  have  done  it, 
had  you  fludied  your  mother’s 
tongue  more,  by  reading  the  an¬ 
cients  that  excelled  in  that  know¬ 
ledge.  Some  of  the  blenriihes 
in  your  long  are  thefe.  T anbed 
for  tanbaid  ;  Hi  for  llif;  adre  for 
adref.  Pentref  made  to  rhirne 
to  Ctyfau.  Cafan  and  dafan 
for  cafn  anddafm  CawfayAngl. 
Caufey.  Gefel  for  gefail,  the 
plural  is  gefeliam  Eift  for  a. 
hynny  made  to  rhime  with 
Teifi.  Trwfcwl  for  trwfel.  Da¬ 
fan  for  dafn.  Co  for  Cof. 
Camedd  and  Mwynedd,  for 
Camaidd  and  Mwynaidd.  Cre- 
gin  for  Cregyn.  Diwedd  ar  y 

gan  gyntaf— - Yr  ail  Gan. 

Clvwed  made  to  rhime  with 

J 

Ochenaid.  Crynna  and  Teifi 
made  to  rhime.  Bennydd  and 
Cywilydd  made  to  rhime  with 
cvftudd  and  deurndd,  in  ftridl- 

J 

nefs  fhould  not  be,  though 
Hugh  Morris  fhews  the  way. 
Pentref  and  eifledd  rhime  with 
hoffanau.  Pentane  for  pentanau. 
Dolau  and  Cartref.  Eithinand 
eirin  with  aderyn  and  brigyn. 
An  excellent  pennil  for  all  that. 
Cegin  and  Cardottyn.  Bon- 


*  See  a  Sketch  of  his  Life  in  the  Cambrian  Rcgiiier  for  1795,  page  426 
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hedcUg  and  tebyg.  Cafan  for 
Cafn.  Pared  and  Uymmaid. 
Gvvainiaid  and  Arbel,  trwyddi 
and  y  forn.  Excepting  thefe 
little  blemifhes  in  dialed,  I  give 
it,  as  my  opinion,  that  I  know 
no  fongs  equal  to  thefe  two. — 
Fhe  boys  are  well,  and  I  fend 
for  them  to-morrow  or  next 
day.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for 
your  kind  enquiry  after  them. 
The  poll  (an  old  woman)  is 
very  furlv,  and  will  not  flay,  fo 
farewell. 

Your’s,  fincerely, 
Lewis  Morris. 


Mr.  Edward  Richards's  Re- 

P¥ 

Tftrad  Me u rig,  May  12 th, 

1762. 

Dear  Sir, 

Fools  and  blockheads  may 
be  found  now  and  then  to  have 
the  fame  paffions  with  men  of 
wit  and  learning,  as  fortune 
may  be  laid,  in  fome  inftances,  to 
be  the  only  diftindlion  between  a 
lord  and  a  beggar.  This  obfer- 
vation,  however,  does  not  al¬ 
ways  hold  good,  for  though 
Wycherley  could  quarrel  with 
his  friend  Pope,  for  acting  the 


part  of  a  candid  and  judicious 
critic  :  I  fhall  always  think  my- 
felf  obliged  to  Mr.  Morris  for 
his  kind  remarks  upon  my  fongs; 
but  more  feverity  would  have 
been  lefs  inconfiftent  with  your 
judgment.  Pope’s  fate,  one 
would  imagine,  made  you  cau¬ 
tious.  Veritas  odium  parit. 
You  were,  therefore,  deter¬ 
mined  to  ufe  me  with  the  utmofl 
tendernefs,  and  make  only  fuch 
exceptions,  as  are,  indeed,  no 
exceptions,  or,  at  leaf!,  fuch  as 
are  eafdy  anfwered;  and  even 
retorted  upon  yourfelf,  not  un¬ 
like  thole  fpeeches  in  Homer, 
which  feem  to  aim  at  perfuad- 
ing  one  thing,  and  at  the  fame 
time  inforce  the  contrary.  To 
make  no  object  ions  at  all,  were, 
you  very  well  know,  to  pro¬ 
nounce  me  a  downright  dunce, 
whole  works  are  too  mean  for 
criticifm :  and  the  only  one  you 
make,  is  my  dialed!  and  dic¬ 
tion  ;  nor  can  this  hold  good  any 
longer  than  I  fhall  prove,  from 
parallel  inftances,  that  I  am  jus¬ 
tified  by  the  example  of  all 
North  Wales  Bards,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  Hugh  Morris,  in  making 
ae,  au,  e,  &c.  rhime  to  one 
another ;  and  it  is  a  flip  of  your 
memory,  that  you  charged  him 
wdth  leading  the  way,  fince  it  is 
plain,  by  all  the  old  fongs,  that 
he  walked  in  the  beaten  road, 
and  by  his  authority  gave  fanc- 
tion  to  thofe  liberties,  that  had 

•  i 

been 
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been  taken  many  years  before  he 
was  born.  If  that  fon  of  Acrof- 
tic  Dafydd  Mammor,  was  fond 
of  fetters,  and  loved  to  dance 
like  a  hog  in  armour,  the  true 
defcendants  of  Homer,  (for  you 
and  Perron  prove  the  Greek 
and  Welfh  to  be  one  and  the 
fame  language)  could  bear  no 
confinement,  threw  off  their 
fhackles,  and  made  ufe  of  every 
dialed!.  This,  if  I  mifiake  not, 
is,  in  Mr.  Pope’s  opinion,  to 
rife  to  faults  true  Critics  dare 
not  mend ;  and  the  Licentia 
fiumpta  prudenter,  of  Horace. 
1  might  prove  my  affertion  by 
■quotations  out  of  the  Greek  and 
Latin  poets,  to  fay  nothing  of 
Licentia  poetica  fy doles  diaf- 
toles,  Caefura’s  Apreopes,  Pa- 
Tagoges,  &c.  But  as  this  might 
be  faid  to  be  felling  the  rights  of 
Cadair  Idris,  by  the  ftatute  laws 
of  Parnaffus,  I  fliall  omit  it,  not 
only  as  it  may  feem  foreign  to 
my  purpofe,  but  to  avoid  alfo  a 
wretched  affedlation  of  appear¬ 
ing  learned,  Refpue  quod  nonos , 
Perfius.  A  few  infiances  from 
Hugh  Morris  will  be  fufiicient. 
In  the  edition  of  John  Rhy- 
dderch,  page  54,  -Arffed  made 
to  rhime  to  coflaid.  Page  82, 
tywyll  to  dull.  Enekliau  to  lie. 
Wantan  to  tan.  Ninnan  to  nef, 
with  other  liberties  in  the  fame 
fong.  Page  386,  Hi  for  llif,  to 
hi  and  chwi’  Edition,  David 
Jones,  p.  16,  Go  for  gof,  to 


yno.  P.  19,  Malais  to  ormes, 
and  Myunves.  21,  Jefu  to  fy. 
See.  22,  Gefail  to  rhyfol ;  li- 
nief  for  liniau,  to  nef,  &c.  in 
the  fame  fong.  26,  Gre  and 
eneidau,  See.  ditto.  41,  Ne 
and  ganiadau,  & c.  50,  Omor , 
ditto ;  llwybur  for  llwybr,  to 
vs  grythur.  56,  Gwrthryfel 
ho edel  b eg  ail.  64,  Admiral , 
gildie,  Sc c,  68,  A  thriftwch 
ith  rejlio.  80,  Pherb  dmdion. 
87,  which,  by  the  bye,  is  reck¬ 
oned  one  of  his  beft  longs.  Af- 
gen,  hunean  dam  wean,  ditto. 
No  ablodeau,  pechu,  gwely, 
tybiaid,  arbed,  Nef  ammau. 
107,  Effail,  rhyfel,  Maittghs  o 
fowlis .  260,  Cowflips  miojc . 

262,  Cwrteiji  i  ddyn  clown .  268, 
Paffio  llif,  to  ffu.  287,  Cyfle, 
to  minneau,  Pie fer,  ffafwer , 
ffanfu  295,  Caled  anifeiliaid. 
358,  Seler.  365,  Bleferau  to 
trugarha.  461,  Ijrolig .  Gow- 
per .  463  >  Siwt,pwyntryd ,  See. 

474,  Bow  to  tafarnau :  gorme- 
ifcaid  to  yfed,  in  the  fame  fong  ; 
and  collwair  to  plefer  ;  ficurr  to 
rhyhir,  hefyd  to  golud;  lawer 
to  feifterr,  jfrind.  484,  Orcha- 
fireth  to  ymmaith.  485,  Ddadall 
to  anial.  Know  now  if  this  be 
thy  fon’s  coat  or  not— -this  you 
fee  is  the  dialed!  of  North  Wales, 
though  nothing  but  mere  necef- 
fity,  and  felf  prefervation,  could 
make  me  infert  fuch  infidious 
quotations :  and  examples  of 
this  kind  are  endlefs,  for  they 
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are  to  be  met  with  in  all  the 
poets  without  exception.  Com¬ 
munis  error  facit  jus.  I  know 
Cawfai  and  di dr uft,  for  fo  they 
fhould  be  fpelled,  are  of  an 
Englifh  extraction:  but  what 
then  are  the  words  marked  in 
H.  Morris  ?  Which  of  you  laid, 
Ni  bu  fadler  Crwpper  crach  neu 
deiler  anwad  alach?  What 
is  hwfmon  in  Dap  Gwilym? 
Quid  Autem — Csecilio  Plauto- 
que  dabit  Romanus  ademptum 
Virgilio  Varioq;  Horat.  Art  of 
Poetry,  v.  54.  Nothing  feems 
to  me  more  plain  than  that 
when  Englifh  words  grow  cur¬ 
rent  and  intelligible,  the  poets 
never  fcruple  to  admit  them  into 
their  works,  for  which,  indeed, 
they  have  the  authority  of  Ho¬ 
race.  Licuit  femperque  licebit 
fignatum  prasfenti  nota  produ- 
cere  nomen,  lib.  v.  59.  Pray 
laugh  at  all  this  nonfenfe,  and 
dont  mention  Hugh  Morris,  the 
laureat,  and  myfelf  in  the  fame 
letter.  Keep  the  bays  for  your 
own  children,  who,  I  am  al¬ 
ways  of  opinion,  will  have  feats 
at  Cadair  Idris*.  I  make  no 
claim,  nor  expect  to  be  num¬ 
bered  amongft  the  men  of  rhime. 
Sed  inter  ftrepit  anfer  ol.Gres.-~ 
But  I  had  like  to  forget.  Look 

*  A  very  lofty  mountain  in  Merionethfh 
any  one  flcep  all  night  on  the  top  of  it — he 


you  here,  now  I  think  on’t,  I 
do  not  apprehend  how  fong 
writing  can  be  faid  to  be  a  mo¬ 
dern  thing ;  nor  do  I  chufe  to  be 
under  any  obligation  for  it,  ei¬ 
ther  to  the  Englifh  or  French  : 
for  fince  we  have  admitted 
Brutus  among  us,  I  do  not 
know  why  we  fhould  leave  his 
harp  behind,  or  imagine  him  to 
be  lefs  compleat  a  hero  than  his 
predeceffors.  Canu  efdr  tannau > 
was  very  common  in  the  time 
of  the  Trojan  war,  as  we  learn 
from  Homer,  and  no  doubt  long 
before,  f  Song-writing,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  moll:  learned  opinion,  is 
the  moft  ancient  kind  of  poetry, 
being  implanted  in  our  nature, 
and  is  as  old  as  the  world. — - 
Singing,  fays  Scaliger,  firft  be¬ 
gan  amongft  the  ftiepherds,  as 
they  fed  their  flocks,  either  by 
the  impulfe  of  nature,  or  in 
imitation  of  the  notes  of  birds, 
or  the  whifpering  of  trees.  Vide 
Rapin  upon  Paftorals. 

I  am,  See. 


ire,  which,  agreeable  to  old  adage— fhould 
would  be  either  a  poet  or  a  madman. 


f  Hjmns,  Elegies,  Eaflorals,  Love-fongj. 
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Front  Lewis  Morns  to  Edward 
Richards. 

Penbryn ,  May  29th,  1762. 
Dear  Sir, 

,  Your’s  of  the  12th  hath 
given  me  infinite  pleafure ;  for 
I  always  thought  you  above 
writing  criticifms  ;  and  that  you 
looked  on  our  authors  as  not 
worth  looking  into  ;  when,  in 
the  mean  time,  you  are  better 
acquainted  with  the  prince  of 
fong-writers,  (Hugh  Morris) 
than  ever  I  was  in  my  life,  and 
can  fee  his  imperfedlions  as  well 
as  his  excellencies,  which  few 
ipen  can  do.  You  have  taken 
more  pains  with  him  than  ever 
I  did,  though  you  are  pleafed 

to  attribute  much  to  me:  and 

* 

no  wonder  you  fhine  fo  much 
in  Caniadau’r  Bont,  when  you 
had  fuch  a  pattern  in  your  eye. 
I  am  ftill  of  opinion,  as  far  as  I 
can  truft  my  memory,  that 
Hugh  Morris  is  the  firfi  fong- 
writer  in  our  language,  that 
copied  nature,  or  that  wrote 
any  thing  tolerable.  Sion  1  u- 
dur,  William  Cynwal,  William 
Llyn,  and  the  red  of  the  writers 
of  queen  Elizabeth’s  age,  were, 
in  a  manner,  (hungers  to  ifr. 
And  I  do  not  remember  to  have 
feen  any  thing  in  the  lliape  of  a 


fong,  ’till  the  merry  reign  of 
Charles  the  Second ;  about 
which  time  fong-writing  began 
to  fprout,  in  imitation  of  the 
Englifii  and  French;  and  all 
good  fubftantial  Cywydds  and 
Awdlau  (odes)  about  that  time, 
hid  their  heads.  It  is  true, 
Hugh  Morris  wrote  a  little  in 
the  time  of  Charles  the  Firfi:,  and 
Oliver,  but  it  was  very  loofe 
and  incorrcdt.  And,  I  fuppofe, 
you  have  hit  upon  fome  of  his 
youthful  pieces,  in  the  pidfure 
you  draw  of  him.  There  is 
alfo  an  allowance  to  be  made 
of  merry,  jocofe,  light  fubjedls, 
in  which  a  prudent  mixture  of 
languages  looks  pretty  enough. 

I  admit  fong-writing  to  be  of 
very  ancient  date,  in  all  lan¬ 
guages,  and  I  do  not  except  the 
ancient  Celts,  whofe  bards  did 
certainly  make  ufe  of  it  :  But 
the  Britons  fell  into  a  kind  of 
heroic  poetry,  when  we  came 
to  be  Roman  provincials,  which 
was  new  modelled  by  Grufiudd 
ap  Cynan,  and,  as  it  were,  reli- 
criouflv  followed  till  the  time  of 

O  j 

queen  Elizabeth,  when  it  began 
to  dwindle,  and  fong-writing 
occupied  its  place  foon  after, 
much  in  the  tafte  we  have  it 
now,  though  not  in  that  per¬ 
fection.  This  is  the  light  I  fee 
things  in ;  perhaps  you  may  fee 
them  through  better  glafles,  and 
I  am  fure  you  have  better  eyes. 
Now  fince  I  fee  you  allow  of 


LETTERS. 


547 


great  liberties  in  fong-writing, 
nay,  even  claim  them  as  your 
own  undoubted  right,  not  only 
as  an  ancient  nation,  but  as 
defcendants  from  Troy,  I  will 
venture  to  lay  one  of  my  puny 
fongs  before  you  for  your  ap¬ 
probation,  and  in  expedition  I 
warrant  you  of  a  little  perfume. 
The  iubjedtis  a  particular  friend 
Of  mine,  a  fellow  of  Jefus  Col¬ 
lege,  Oxon,  who,  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  college,  durft 
not  marry,  without  lofing  the 
benefit  of  his  fellowship,  and 
alfo  lofing  the  chance  of  having 
a  fat  college  living,  which  he 
has  waited  for  this  thirty  years. 
At  laft,  about  two  years  ago,  a 
rich  benefice  fell  to  him,  at 
Nutfield,  in  Surrey;  and  he 
foon  took  to  him  a  wife  in  that 
neighbourhood,  which  adtion  of 
his,  in  his  old  age,  produced 
the  inclofed  fong.  The  lofs  of 
him  in  Anglefey,  is  a  very  heavy 
one  ;  for  he  was  a  real  good 
man-— gave  freely,  to  the  poor, 
and  Shined  in  good  works.  I 
never  ventured  upon  Hugh  Mor¬ 
ris’s  long  heavy  meafures,  they 
are  too  laborious  for  me.  A 
little  Triban,  or  Short-winded 
double  couplet,  is  the  utmcft  of 
my  ambition  in  fong-writing. 
I  hate  Slavery  and  imitation.— 
The  d — 1  owed  me  a  grudge  as 
well  as  to  Parfon  Ellis ;  and  he, 


or  Somebody,  inveigled  me  to 
Suffer  Hugh  Jones,  of  Llangwm, 
to  publifh  my  foolifh  produc¬ 
tions  in  verfe,  which  he  is  now 
doing  in  London,  by  Subscrip¬ 
tion,  for  his  own  benefit,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  works  of  Gronow 
Owen,  and  Hugh  Hughes.— 
When  that  wife  affair  comes 
public,  O,  how  I  fhall  be  tom 
to  pieces  by  critics— then  will 
be  the  time  for  fuch  a  Stre¬ 
nuous  aSfertor  of  Licentiapoetica 
[liberty  and  property]  as  you 
are,  for  I  am  Sure  I  fhall  want 
a  defender.  W as  not  I  a  weak 
fellow  for  running  the  gauntlet 
for  the  diverfion  of  the  public, 
when  I  might  have  died  in  peace 
with  Some  little  charadter  in 
poetry,  had  I  kept  the  fool 
within  ?  O,  fie  upon  it,  how 
happened  this  weaknefs.  Dear 
fir,  if  you  knew  how  trouble- 
fome  it  is  to  me  to  write,  you 
would  excufe  me,  and  not  ex- 
pedt  a  long  letter;  and  there 
are  few  men  in  the  world  (I  do 
affure  you)  that  I  would  take 
pains  to  write  fo  much  for  their 
diverfion,  for  what  is  all  this  but 
to  raife  your  Spirits,  and  to 
make  you  laugh  heartily,  to  fee 
a  man  without  the  gifts  of  na¬ 
ture  or  art,  in  any  perfection, 
endeavour  to  pleafe  one  of  the 
mod  accomplished  Scholars  in 
this  country :  but  for  all  this,  be- 
N  n  2  lieve 


! 
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lieve  fne  to  be  your  obliged 
friend  and  fervant, 

Lewis  Morris. 


Mr.  Richard's  Second  Reply. 

YJlrad  Meurigy  June  26th , 
1762* 

Dear  SiR„ 

You  do  me  a  great  deal  of 
honour,  and  yourfelf  a  little 
credit  in  taking  me  by  the  hand, 
and  by  forcing  me  to  turn  out  with 
you  into  the  field  of  criticilm. 
What  would  the  world  fay  of 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  fhould  he 
challenge  an  old  woman  ?  She 
has  nothing  to  lofe  but  her  life, 
and  can  never  grudge  to  have  it 
taken  away  by  fuch  noble  hands. 
‘Tecum  certajja  feretur.  Ovid. 
Come,  then,  Mr.  Frederick, 
have  at  you.  You  do  not  re¬ 
member,  you  fay,  to  have  feen 
any  thing  in  the  lliape  of  a  fong, 
till  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the 
Second,  Elugh  Morris  being, 
in  your  opinion,  the  firft  that 
wrote  any  thing  tolerable.— 
Look  over  your  colledtion,  and 
you  will  find  your  memory 
hath  betrayed  you ;  for  infiance, 
fee  Cytfain  Cerddorion  vn  glyn 
Helicon,  by  Edmund  Prys,  edit. 


David  Jones,  p.  340.  That 
ode,  as  far  as  I  can  fee,  is  in¬ 
ferior  to  few,  if  any,  in  Pindar 
or  Horace,  and  it  is  a  fianding 
proof,  that  Hugh  Morris  was 
fo  far  from  excelling  his  prede- 
cefiors,  that  he  falls  vafily  firort 
of  the  Archdeacon,  who  could 
never  make  a  good  claim  to  the 
highefi  feat  at  Cadair  Idris.— 
Hugh  Morris  had,  indeed,  the 
knack  of  verbifying,  to  ufe  a 
mean  and  invidious  expreffion 
of  Addifon,  but  he  had  not  the 
os  magna  Jonaturum ,  Horace.— 
Peace  be  to  his  manes.  Nobody 
can  mention  him  with  greater 
refpedt  than  myfelf,  but  magis 
arnica  veritas.  Having  taken 
my  leave  of  the  old  bard,  I  come 
now  to  make  a  vifit  to  his  fon 
and  heir ;  who,  I  find,  is  under 
no  fmall  concern,  becaufe  a 
young  brat  of  his  hath  ran 
away  from  his  father,  and  is 
now  rambling  about  the  world, 
in  a  plain  humble  fuit  to  the 
great  difcredit  of  the  fire,  who 
thinks  he  ought  to  give  this  fon 
of  his  old  age,  a  coat  of  various 
colours.  Nobody,  the  world 
knows,  could  afford  it  better; 
but  on  the  other  hand,  to  drop 
my  allegory,  the  ftory  being  lu¬ 
dicrous,  and  of  the  comic  ftrain, 
a  plain  narrative,  it  may  be  al~ 
ledged,  in  eafy  and  natural  mea- 
fures,  bordering  upon  profe  fer- 
jrioni  propriora ,  is  more  fuitable 

than 
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than  poetical  numbers,  and  ela¬ 
borate  verle.  As  to  the  fenti- 
ments,  every  body  muft  allow, 
they  are  unexceptionably  juft, 
and  the  plot  well  laid,  and  as 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  wit  and 
humour  in  the  fable,  I  fear  there 
is  allb  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  it. 
I  fhall  make  fome  remarks  upon 
the  ditftion,  ftnce,  in  your  judg¬ 
ment,  nos  quoque  manurn — 
ferulae  fubduximus.  Juv.  Stanza 
Sd.  Gan  ddangos  iddynty  ffbrdd 
gul  yn  rhugl,  &c.  This  is  a 
parallel  inftance  to  llwybyr  Ca- 
fan,  & c.  in  my  fong  of  the 
bridge.  Brother,  how  we  apples 
fwim.  Swift.  You  muft  fub- 
mit  to  make  two  fyllables  of 
rhugl,  and  write  it  accordingly, 
otherwife,  you  fhall  want  a 
rhyme  to  guly  and  the  verfe  will 
be  lame  of  one  foot.  Dont  he- 
fitate,  you  can  juftify  this  liberty 
by  fufficient  authorities;  thefe 
are  liberties,  it  is  true,  though 
not  in  this  ode,  which  no  au¬ 
thority  can  juftify.  I  fhall  take 
fome  notice  of  them  by  and  by. 
S.  7.  “  Fei  curai’n  hwy  yn  eu 
Caerau,  fei  torrai  nhwy  yn  eu 
tyrau,’?  &c.  The  figures  are 
railed,  and  the  language  Swelled 
here.  Interdum  tollit  Comasdia 
Vocem.  Hor.  But  the  analogy 
of  found  in  Gurai  and  Caerau, 
torrai  and  tyrau,  make  an  un¬ 
reasonable  jingle,  and  fpoil  the 
harmony.  Seal.  Hyp.  S.  12. 
Cae  ftwgr  yn  ei  fvvdran.  I  like 


the  ftmplicity  of  this  verfe,— 
Difficile  eft  proprite  Communia 
dicene.  Horat.  S.  14.  Ond 
cadw  Curat  gwirion  gwan — fal 
Sion  o  Lan  yfeintiau.  This,  by 
the  way,  is  a  home  ftroke,  Sud¬ 
den  and  unexpedled,  as  it  falls 
it  cuts  to  the  quick,  and  is  a 
Severer  lafh,  than  if  you  had 
wrote  a  whole  volume  of  Satires 
upon  the  parfon.  It  is  the  Qui 
Bavium  non  odit  of  Virgil :  and 
the  qualis  Ego  vel  Clavienus  of 
Juvenal.  I  am  in  pain  for  him, 
dolet  dictum  imprudent!.  Ter. 
If  the  poor  man  has  not  the  ears 
of  an  afs,  and  the  fenfation  of  an 
oyfter,  the  halter  muft  be  his 
refuge.  The  compliment  is  as 
fairly  your  due,  as  it  was  from 
Lycambe  to  Archilocus,  or  from 
Shadwel  to  Dry  den.  Sir  John, 
I  make  no  doubt,  will  con¬ 
vince  us,  that  he  is  a  fenfitive 
animal.  S.  21.  Erbyn  haf — a 
heddwxh  o  gyhoeddodd.  Haf, 
muft  be  wrote  ha’  by  apocope, 
to  rhvme  to  a :  thefe  liberties, 

j 

as  I  have  already  proved,  are 
allowable.  I  fhall  now,  as  I 
Said,  take  notice  of  thofe  no 
authority  can  juftify,  as  no  ex¬ 
amples  can  parallel.  None  buf 
themfelvcs  can  be  their  parallel. 
Theobald.  My  cenfure,  who 
would  have  thought  ?  muft 
fall  upon  North  Wales  bards  ; 
and  thofe,  no  ordinary  names  in 
the  republic  of  letters :  we  in 
South  Wales,  with  all  our 
N  n  3  faults 
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faults,  having  never  been  guilty 
of  fuch  grofs  errors.  John 
Rhydderch  Philomath,  author 
of  the  Wellh  Grammar,  and 
other  trails,  publifhed,  as  he 
fets  forth  in  his  title-page,  a 
Collection  of  choice  Pieces, 
which  one  might  have  expeiled 
to  be  very  correCt,  or  liable  on¬ 
ly  to  thole  miflakes  quas  hu- 
mana  parum  cavit  Natura .— 
Hor.  But,  behold !  in  the  very 
firft  Ode,  yea,  in  the  very  firft 
ftanza,  ye  mufical  ears,  procul 
o  procul  ejlc ,  we  read,  or  priddyn 
daearol  ordeiniodd  y  dyn.— 
Again,  y  Bibl  pan  chwiliech 
cei  hynny’n  gyflawnaclv — nag 
a  ellais  i  gyfarch  ei  garol.  And 
again,  ibidem,  44  Na  haeddu 
44  na  gobaith  o  neb  well  cyn- 
44  hyfcaeth,  na  phoeni  yn  y 
ffwrnais  uffernol.”  Where 
were  ye,  O,  ye  Mufes,  when 
this  poor  mortal  was  not  nod¬ 
ding,  but  fnoring  fo  profound¬ 
ly  ?  Ye  virgin  daughters  of 
Jupiter,  and  Mnemofyne,  were 
ye  at  Bro  Ginin,  or  Glyn  Aer- 
on,  far,  very  far,  from  Pum- 
lumon,  Snowdon,  and  Cadair 
Idris,  had  you  made  your  re¬ 
treat.  Why  were  your  chryhal 
fountains  polluted — your  facred 
haunts  and  altars  profaned  by 
the  filthy  approach  of  fo  rude  a 
Goth  ?  O  tempora  !  O  mores  ! 
Nunquam  ne  reponam  ?  So  juft 
is  the  obfervation  of  your 


favourite  Longinus,  that  a  good 
ear  excels  all  the  fkill  and 
knowledge  that  we  can  pick  up 
from  the  rules  of  art.  Uspi  LI'S* 
Ecce  autem  alterum.  No  Jefs 
a  man  than  Ellis  Wynn,  o  Las 
Ynys.  See  Carolau,  annexed 
to  prif  Addyfc  y  Criffion,  by 
Edward  Wynn,  page  176,  and 
page  178.  44  Cu  frenin  Cyfrin- 

4 4  ach,  pen  gwreiddyn  pob 
64  gwirbarch.”  Y  byd  aethai’n 
dommen,  niwl  pechod  fal  uffern 
Os  plane  ar  y  cefnfor,  os  par- 
dwn  ir  marwol.  44  O  weled 
44  mewn  prefeb  roi  aer  trag- 
44  wyddoldeb  Cyn  lleied  a  faled 
cefreilwrn.’>  Can  I  believe  my 
own  eyes?  Am  not  I  broad 
awake?  Is  there  ever  a  good 
natured  critic,  that  for  love  or 
money,  will  offer  fomething  in 
defence  of  fo  celebrated  a  pen  ? 
Contiacere  Omnes.  Ovid.  It  is 
indeed,  impoffible,  and  it  mufl 
be  owned,  that  if  ubi  bene ,  nemo 
melius ,  ubi  male  nemo  pejus . 
Trap.  I  fLiall  obferve  my  cli¬ 
max,  and  quote  one  inflancq 
more,  which  I  fear  muft  be 
laid  to  the  charge  of  your  ho¬ 
nour,  And  two  of  your  fons, 
Gronow  and  Ieuan  fardd,  44  Ar 
44  daran  fawr  a  deifl  ei  bollt  i 
44  lainio  ei  holl  elynion.  Indig- 
44  nor  quandoque  bonus  dor- 

44  mitat  Homerus.”  Hor.  But 

*  - 

I  hope,  I  fhall  fee  your  fons 
Lewis  and  John,  give  us  a  new 

and 
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and  more  correct  edition.  In 
expectation  of  which,  I  remain, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  Friend  and 
Servant, 

I 

Edward  Richards. 

i  • 


From  Lewis  Morris  to  Edward 
Richards. 

Penbryn ,  July  1/?,  1763. 
Pear  Sir, 

A  dead  man  can  have  no 
fhame ;  and  I  am  fure,  I  am 
dead,  literally  dead.  For  what 
man  living  would  have  neglected 
fuch  a  correfpondent  as  you  ? 
But  I  find  a  letter  of  your’s  be¬ 
fore  my  face  this  minute  and 
unanfwered,  and  dated  19th 
May :  So  long,  and  unanfwer¬ 
ed  !  When  I  lived  in  the  world, 
it  was  not  thus;  but  as  I  have 
taken  my  leave  of  it  long  ago, 
and  am  here  only,  as  if  I  ex¬ 
pected  a  fair  gale  of  wind  to 
£arry  me  to  my  defired  port, 


you  will  pardon  one  that  hath 
packed  up  his  all,  and  is  every 

moment  agoing. - Evan’s 

new  correfpondence,  with  Percy 
and  others,  is  a  great  thing.  I 
wifh  him  fuccds,  and  a  little 
diferetion:  That  man  is  in  the 
high  road  of  being  famous,  if  he 
had  but  fome  fmall  degree  of 
that  dull  talent.  I  have  been 
told,  that  fince  he  left  this  coun¬ 
try,  in  his  way  home,  he  has 
had  accefs  to  Hengwrt  library  : 
And,  I  hope,  he  has  found 
Ninnius  there :  I  mean  Mr. 
R.  Vaughan’s  copy,  compared 
with  archbifhop  Uiher’s.  Be¬ 
fore  I  go  hence,  and  be  no  more, 
I  would  willingly  give  an  help¬ 
ing  hand,  to  publifh  this  author 
in  Englifh.  I  know  I  might 
be  of  fome  affiftance,  in  illuf- 
trating  feveral  paffages  in  it.  I 
have  that  writer,  and  Tyfilio, 
much  at  heart,  for  the  honour 
of  our  nation  ;  as  they  have  been 
fadly  abufed,  by  defigning  men. 
— But  I  begin  to  fail :  infirmi¬ 
ties  flop  my  hand  and  head  ;  but, 
notwithstanding,  I  am, 

Your?s  fincerely,  very  fincerely, 

Lewis  Morris. 


N  n  4 
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POETRY. 

ARMES  PRY  D  A  I  N. 

AN  ANCIENT  POEM, 

In  the  Dtalett  of  thoje  Britons  who  dwelt  about  the  bVall  of  Severus: 

WITH  A  TRANSLATION, 

As  literal  as  the  Geniiisof  the  English  Language  will  admit; 

AND  NOTES, 

/ 

Explaining  many  Particulars  relative  to  the  Perfons  and  Places ? 

mentioned  in  the  Britijh  Bards, 


IN  the  ancient  poetry  of  the  Britons,  the  well-informed  critic  and 
antiquary,  will  not  always  demand  regularity  of  defign,  the 
fplendor  of  method,  or  a  didlion  uniformly  majeftic.  They  will 
be  fatisfied,  if,  inflead  of  thofe  perfections,  they  are  prefented 
with  a  lively  picture  of  the  manners  and  fentiments  of  a  remote 
age  ;  if  they  trace  the  exertions  of  the  human  mind  under  peculiar 
circumftances  ;  and  diferiminate  the  free  operation  of  nature,  when 
flie  is  unalTifled  bv  art. 

In  this  view  of  the  fubject,  the  tranflator  hopes  that  the  follow¬ 
ing  poem,  compofed  in  the  fixth  century,  which  is  confidered  as 
the  firft  epoch  of  our  bards,  will  deferve  the  notice  of  the  curious. 

It  appears  to  have  been  written  about  the  year  630,  with  a 
defign  to  roufethe  patriotifm  of  the  Northern  Britons,  at  a  moment 
when  a  combined  hoft  of  all  the  Celtic  tribes  was  advancing, 
under  the  condudf  of  Cadwalion,  and  his  Lieutenant  Cadwalader, 
(the  Ceadwalla  of  Bede)  to  fupport  them,  in  refilling  opprefion, 

in 
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in  afferting  their  national  independency,  and  jn  fhakiog  off  the 
yoke  of  the  invaders. 

•  r 

The  fubjedi:  has  prefented  the  bard  with  a  fair  opportunity  of  re¬ 
citing  fome  venerable  prophecies,  which  the  credulity  ot  the  age 
had  converted  into  facred  oracles,  and  of  touching  upon  leveral 
incidents  of  hiftory,  which  may  furnifh  to  the  enquirer  after  truth, 
fome  light  into  the  military  operations  of  the  ancient  Britons,  dur¬ 
ing  their  long  ftruggle  with  the  encroaching  Saxons*.  But  works 
of  this  kind  prefent  us  with  fomething  better  than  mere  detail  of 
military  operations. — The  fecret  fprings  and  powerful  engines,  by 
which  thofe  operations  were  produced — the  confcious  remembrance 
of  former  dignity ;  the  ardeqt  attachment  of  the  priftine  inhabitants 
to  their  beloved  ill  and ;  the  high  difdain  of  ingratitude — and  the 
keen  feeling  of  long  fupported  injury,  which  animated  even  defpair 
into  heroifm. 

When  the  lawgiver  of  the  Wei  fir  directed  the  bard  to  fins:  the 

o  T  o 

Sovereignty  of  Britain  before  the  troops,  when  they  werit  out 
to  war,  he  muff  have  alluded  to  this  very  poem,  or  to  fome  ani¬ 
mated  addrefs  of  a  fimilar  tendenev. 

-  i  ’  •  ■  -  •  •  J 

This  piece  has  been  generally  reputed  the  compofition  of  Tal- 
iefin,  but,  to  me,  it  feems  fomewhat  different  from  his  ufual 
flyle  and  manner.  The  terminations  of  nouns  and  yerbs,  and 
other  peculiarities  of  idiom,  point  out  a  greater  affinity  to  the 
Ottadinian  dialect  of  Aneurjn.  I,  therefore,  conclude  it  to  be  the 
work  of  fome  bard  who  lived  near  the  feeneof  the  principal  adlions 
it  celebrates.  This  fage  was,  probably,  Golyddan  Vardd  (Bardus 
Volitanienfis)  who,  in  E.  Llwyd’s  catalogue,  is  ftyled  “  The 
bard  of  Cadwalader.” 

The  manufeript,  (N°.  I.)  is  a  tranfeript  by  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Walters,  of  Cowbridge,  from  a  collection  made  by  Dr.  Davies, 
of  Mallwyd,  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century.  N°.  2,  is 
a  copy  of  Mr.  William  Owen’s. —To  thp  labours  of  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen,  Wellh  literature  owes  much,  and  to  their  kindnefs  and 
liberality,  I  am  indebted  for  the  little  I  know  of  the  Britifh  bards. 


*  From  the  year  449,  to  the  conclufion  of  the  ferenth  century. 


CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796*. 


554 

The  notes,  however  imperfect,  are  the  refult  of  labour  and 
care.  Beyond  the  limits  of  W ales,  the  Celtic  geography  of  the 
bards,  is  hitherto  an  unexplored  region.  I  have  attempted  a  few 
excurfions  into  its  borders :  I  have  taken  a  few  pofitions  upon  its 
fummits.  Some  of  my  pofitions,  I  expedt,  will  be  difputed.  This 
fubjedt  opens  a  fair  field  for  difcuffion.  I  will  maintain  my  ground, 
while  I  can  do  it  handfomely,  but  I  fhall  not  be  afliamed  to  yield 
to  fadts,  or  fubmit  to  the  fuperior  weight  of  argument. 

Amongft  th.e  poetic  remains  of  the  ancient  bards,  we  have,  per* 
haps,  five  or  fix  thoufand  lines,  upon  fubjedts  connedted  with  hif- 
tory,  which,  with  a  genuine  interpretation,  would  be  acceptable 
to  the  public  ;  and  fuch  is  their  merit,  that  the  public  ought  to  be 
better  acquainted  with  them.  I  fhall  be  fatisfied,  if  my  endeavours 
contribute  to  explain  the  nature  and  occafion  of  thofe  remains,  and 
to  fave  the  unknown  names  of  their  authors  from  unmerited  neglect, 


ARYMES  PRYDEIN  VAWR. 


Dysgogan  a  wen  !  dygobryffyn! 
Marannedd  a  meuedd,  a  hedd  genhyn, 

A  phennaeth  ehelaeth,  a  fraeth  unbyn; 

A,  gwedy  dyhedd,  anhedd  ymhob  mehyn, 


TEIE  GREAT  ARMED  CONFEDERACY  OF  BRITAIN. 


HP 

JL  he  Mufe  foretells  the  fpeedy  coming  to  the  people  of  the 
enjoyment  of  wealth  and  peace, 

An  ample  dominion,  and  eloquent  princes: 

But,  after  tranquillity,  there  will  be  commotion  in  every  tribe, 

'The 
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Gwyr  gwychyr  yn  trydar  cafnar  dengyn: 

Efcaud  yn  gnovud  ryhyd  dyvin: 

Gwaethyl  gwyr  hyt  Gael'  Wair  gwafcarawdd  allrrjyn. 
Gwnahawnt  gorvoledd  gwedy  gwehyn, 

A  chymod  Cymry,  a  gwyr  Dulyn, 

Gwyddyl  Iwerddon,  Mon,  a  Phrydyn,  10 

Cernyw  a  Chludwys,  eu  cynnwys  genhyn. 

Atporion  vydd  Brython  pan  dyorphyn. 

Pell  dyfgoganer  amfer  dybyddyn 
Teyrnedd,  a  bonedd  eu  gorefcyn: 

Gwyr  Gogledd,  ynghyntedd  yn  eu  cylehyn,  15 

Ymhervedd  eu  rhagwedd  a  ddifgynnyn. 

Dyfgogan  Merddin.  Cyvervydd  hyn. 

Yn  Anber  Peryddon,  meirion  mechdeyrn 
(A  chyn  ni  bai  unrhaith)  llaith  a  gwynyn. 

O  un  ewyllys  bryd,  ydd  ymwrthvynnyn.  20 


The  mighty  men  contending  with  barbarous  wrath :  5 

The  Scots  refolving  to  make  an  affault : 

The  Germans  fcattered  the  difturbers  as  far  as  Caer  W air. 

After  the  expulfion,  they  make  a  triumph, 

And  reconciled  the  Cymry,  the  men  of  Dublin, 

The  Gwyddyl  of  Ireland,  Anglefey,  and  Scotland,  10 

Cornwall,  and  the  men  of  Alclwyd,  to  their  reception  among#  us. 

In  the  end  the  Britons  will  recover  their  fovereignty. 

Long  fince  has  it  been  predidled  that  they  {hall  become 
Princes,  and  the  felicity  of  their  enterprize, 

Is  when  the  men  of  the  North,  who  dwell  upon  their  borders  15 
Shall  make  a  defcent  into  the  bowels  of  their  land. 

?Tis  Merddin  that  foretels,  This  will  come  to  pafs. 

In  Aber  Peryddon,  the  deputies  of  a  Saxon  king 
(Even  before  there  was  a  public  ftipulation)  Birred  up  {laughter. 

By  an  unanimous  arbitrary  a£l,  the  deputies,  with  violence,  20 


V.  8.  Gwnahawn,  MS.  2, 
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Meirion  eu  trethau,  dychynnullyn 
Yngnedoedd  Cymry  nadd  oedd  a  delyn; 

Y  fydd  wr  dyledawg  a  levair  hyn— * 

“  Ni  ddyfai  a  dalai  yngheithiwed.” 

25 


3Q 

Pan  brynafant  Danet,  drwy  fled  calledd, 

Gan  Hors  a  Hengys  oedd  yn  eu  rhyfledd, 

Eu  cynnydd  bu  y  wrthym  yn  anvonhedd : 

Gwedi  rhin  dilein,  ceith  ym  ynver. 


Demanded,  and  proceeded  to  colledl  a  tribute. 

The  Cymry  refolved,  they  were  under  no  obligation  to  pay : 

But  it  was  a  man  of  authority  that  made  this  declaration— 

ff  He  that  pays  fliall  not  go  into  captivity  !” 

/  / 

O  Son  of  Mary,  whofe  word  isfacred  !  Woe’s  the  time  that 

we  fprung  not  forth  25 

To  refift  the  dominion  of  the  Saxons — that  we  cherifhed  them  ! 

Far  be  the  cowards  of  Vortigern  of  Gwynedd! 

The  Germans  might  have  been  banifhed  by  them  from  hence. 

No  one  would  have  feized,  no  one  would  have  ftript  the  land: 

But  they  knew  not  thofe  that  lingered  in  every  harbour.  30 

When  the  Germans  purchafed  Thanet  by  impoflng  craftinefs, 

In  which  Horfa  and  HengiA  chiefly  excelled, 

Their  aggrandizement  was  to  us  a  degradation : 

After  concerting  the  plot  of  death,  the  flaves  return. 

V.  26,  Sacs  MS.  2,  V.  27.  Pie.  MS  2.  Ib.  Cvchwyn,  MS.  2. 


Mab  Mair,  mawr  ei  air  !  Pryd  na  thardded 
Rhag  pennaeth  Saefon,  ac  eu  hofed  ! 

Pell  bwynt  cychmyn  i  Wrtheyrn  Gwynedd  ! 

A 

Ev  gyrhaut  Allmyn  i  alltudedd. 

Nis^arhaeddwy  neb,  nis  dioes  daear  ; 

Ni  wyddynt  py  dreiglynt  ymhob  aber. 


Reflect 
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35 


Dychymmydd  medddawd  mawr  wlrawd  o  vedd  ! 
Dychymmyn  angau  angen  llawer  ! 

Dychymmydd  anaelau,  dagrau  gwragedd, 

Dychyfroy  edgyllaeth  peunaeth  lledfer  ! 

Dychymmydd  triftyd  byd  a  ryher, 

Pan  vydd  cechmyn  Danet  an  teyrnedd  !  40 

Gwrthotted  Trindawd  dyrnawd  a  bwyller — * 

I  ddilein  gwlad  Yrython,  a  Saefon  yn  annedd  ! 

Poet  cynt  eu  rheges  yn  alltudedd, 

Na  myned  Cymry  yn  ddivroedd ! 

Mab  mair  mawr  ei  air  !  pryd  nas  terddyii  45 

Cymry,  rhag  goeir  brcyr  ag  unbyn! 

Cyneircheid,  cyneilweid,  unrhaith  cwynyn  ! 


Reflect  on  the  intoxication  at  the  great  banquet  of  mead  !  35 

Reflect  on  the  violent  death  of  many  guefts  ! 

Refledt  on  the  incurable  wounds — the  tears  of  matrons. 

When  woeful  mourning  was  roufed  by  the  cruel  pagan  ! 

Reflect  on  the  calamitous  lot  that  will  befal  us, 

When  the  lurkers  of  Thanet  become  our  princes  !  40 

May  the  Trinity  avert  the  ftroke  I  have  mentioned— 

That  the  Saxons  fhould  dwell  in  the  land  of  the  annihilated 
Britons  ! 

May  utter  banifhment  be  their  portion,  rather 
Than  the  Cymry  fhould  be  deprived  of  their  country ! 

O  Son  of  Mary,  whofe  word  is  facred  !  woe’s  the  time  45 
When  the  Cymry  withftood  not  the  bafe  decrees  of  nobles  and 
princes ! 

Lat  them  be  fummoned — let  them  be  called  together— let  them 
rife  unanimous ! 

V.42.  Brjihon  decft.  MS,  3. 
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Un  gor,  un  gyngor,  un  eifor  ynt. 

Nid  oedd  er  mawredd  nas  lleverynt ; 
Namyn  er  hepcor  goeir  nas  cymmodynt. 

I  Dduw  a  Dewi  ydd  ymorchmynnynt : 
Taled  gwrthotted  fled  i  Allmyn ! 

Gwnawnt  hwy  aneireu  eifiau  trevddyn ; 
Cymry  a  Saefon  cyvervyddyn, 

I  amlan  ymdreulaw  ag  ymwrthryn. 

O  ddirvawr  vyddinawr  pan  ymbrovyn, 

Ag  amallt  lavnawr  a  gawr  a  gryn, 

Ag  am  Gwy  gair  cyvergeir,  y  am  Peurllyn, 
A  Human  a  ddaw  a  garw  ddifgyn  ; 

A,  mal  balaon,  Saefon  fyrthyn.  ' 

Cymry  cynyrcheid  cyfun  Ddullyn. 


They  have  one  heart,  one  opinion,  one  common  caufe. 

They  remained  filent  (not  abafhed  by  the  prefence  of  the 
great) 

But  to  wi th-hold  their  confent  from  a  bafe  decree  which  they 
difapproved. 

Let  them  now  commit  their  caufe  to  God  and  to  Dewi, 

Who  fhall  render  or  refufe  to  the  Germans  the  reward  of 
treachery. 

Let  our  foes  be  difcordant  for  want  of  a  regulating  chief  • 

But  let  the  Cymry  and  the  Saxons  meet  in  the  field, 

For  the  decifion  of  the  confufed  conflidf,  and  the  ftrife  of 
valour. 

When  the  foe  tries  the  fortune  of  the  mighty  leader  ; 

When  the  grove  trembles  with  the  warrior’s  fhout : 

When  the  battle  is  joined  for  the  Wye  and  the  land  of  lakes. 

The  flandard  fhall  advance,  and  the  terrible  affault ; 

And  the  Saxons  fhall  drop  like  the  buds  of  the  foreft. 

The  Cymry  were  {lengthened  by  the  focial  forces  of 
Dublin, 
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Blaen  wrth  von,  granwynion,  cyvyng  oeddyn 
Meirion,  yngwerth  eu  gau,  yn  eu  creinhyn . 
Eu  byddyn  yngwaedlin,  yn  eu  cylchyn  ; 

•  Eraill,  ar  eu  traed,  trwy  goed  Cilhyn, 

Trwy  Vwrch  y  Ddinas  foras  foyn. 

Rhyvel  heb  ddychwel  i  dir  Prydyn, 

Attor,  trwy  law  gyngor,  mal  morlithryn. 
Meirion  Caer  Geri  ddivri  cwynant 
Rhai  i  ddyfryn  a  bryn  nis  dirwadant ; 

I  Aber  Peryddon  ni  mad  ddoethant : 

Anaelau  drethau  dychynullant : 

Naw  ugain  canhwr  a  ddifgynnant ; 

Mawr  watwar,  namyn  pedwar,  nid  atcorant. 
Dyhedd  i  eu  gwragedd  a  ddy  wedant ; 

Eu  cryfleu  yn  Hawn  creu  a  aroclhant. 


The  van  of  the  deputies  was  confufed  with  the  rear;  with 
pallid  cheek,  in  utter  perplexity. 

They  wallowed  on  the  field,  as  the  reward  of  perfidy ; 
While  their  army  lay  around  them  in  a  lake  of  gore  : 

And  the  remnant,  on  foot,  through  the  wood  of  Killin, 

And  through  Bwrch  y  Ddinas  fled,  in  diforder. 

This  war  wThich  will  return  no  more  to  the  land  of  Prydyn, 
Rolls  away,  at  the  fignal,  like  a  billow  on  the  deep. 

The  deputies  of  Caer  Geri  dolefully  complain 

Of  thofe  that  will  not  refign  their  claim  to  their  valleys  and 
hills : 

To  Aber  Peryddon  they  came  in  an  evil  hour, 

And  fatal  were  the  tributes  they  collected : 

1  he  defcent  was  made  by  eighteen  thoufand  men  ; 

With  great  difgrace,  four  hundred  only  returned. 

They  told  a  tale  of  peace  to  their  wives,  - 
W ho  fmelled  their  garments  full  of  gore. 

V.  73.  Dceft  MS. 2. 


560  CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796. 

*  '  -  * 

Cyrnry  cyneirchaid,  enaid  dichwant  * 
Gvvyr  Dehau  eu  trethau  a  amygant. 

Llym  lliveid  llavnawr,  llwyr  y  lladdant : 

Yi  bydd  i  veddyg  mwyn  o’r  a  wmaant. 
Byddinoedd  Cadwaladyr  cadyr  i  deuant. 
Ryddyrchavwynt  Cymry.  Cad  a  wnaant— 
Llaith,  anolaith  ryddyfgyrchafant. 

Yn  gorphen  eu  trethau  angau  a  wawdant. 
Eraill  ar  ofgail  ryphlanhafaftt  i 
Oes  oefeu,  eu  tretheu  nid  efgorant, 

Ynghoed,  yni  macs,  ym  mryn, 

Canhwyll,  yn  nhywyll,  a  gerdd  genhyn— 
Cynan  yn  rhagwan  ymhob  difgyn. 


Let  the  Cymry  be  collected,  regardlefs  of  life— 

The  men  of  the  fouth  will  defend  themfelves  from  paying 
tribute. 

Keen  let  the  fwords  be  ground  :  they  will  utterly  deftroy : 

The  furgeon  fhall  reap  no  advantage  from  what  they  do.  80 
The  mighty  hofts  of  Cadwalader  fhall  advance. 

Let  the  Cymry  exalt  themfelves.  They  fhall  make  a  {laugh¬ 
ter, — 

The  deftrudion,  the  demolition  of  the  foe  which  they  have 
freely  demanded. 

In  putting  an  end  to  their  vaffalage  they  will  mock  at  death. 
Strangers  have  they  repeatedly  planted  with  their  fhafts ;  85 

But  never,  no  never  will  they  deliver  a  tribute. 

In  the  forefl,  in  the  field,  in  the  mountain, 

A  lamp  in  darknefs  fhall  attend  them— 

Conan  their  leader  in  every  inroad 

V.  84.  IV**’ ant  pro  wawdant,  MS.  2. 

The 


V.  83  Ryddyrchafant,  MS,  1. 


POETRY. 


561 

90 


Saefon  rhag  Brython  gwae  a  genyn. 

Cadwaladir  yn  baladir  gan  ei  unbyn, 

Trwy  fynwyr,  yn  llwyr  yn  eu  dychlyn, 

Pan  fyrthwynt  eu  clas  dros  eu  herchwyn 
\  nghuftudd,  a  chreu  rhudd  ar  rudd  allmyn. 

Yn  gorphen  pob  angrheith,  anrheith  dengyn.  95 

Seis  ar  hynt,  hyd  Gaer  W ynt,  cynt  pwv  cynt  techyn. 

Gwyn  eu  byd  hwy  Gymry,  pan  adroddynt 
Rymgwarawd  y  Drindawd  o’r  trallawt  gynt 
Na  chryned  Dyved  na  Glywyftyg. 

Nis  gwnaho  molawd  meirion  mechdeyrn ;  100 

Na  chynhorion  Saefon  cefyn  ebryn, 

“  Nis  gwnaw,  meddut,  meddawt  genhyn, 

Heb  daled  o  dynged.’  Maint  a  gefyn 
O  ymddiveid  veibion,  ac  eraill  ryn. 


The  Saxons,  before  the  Britons,  fhall  ling  the  fong  of  woe,  90 
Cadwalader  a  pillar  amongft  his  princes 
By  his  wife  condudf,  fhall  utterly  difmember  the  Germans, 

When  they  drop  over  the  limits  of  their  fandluary 
In  mifery,  and  the  ruddy  gore  Rains  their  brows, 
rhus  will  he  put  an  end  to  their  violence  and  inhuman  plunder,  95 
Ann  the  Saxons  in  their  way  to  Caer  W  ynt,  fhall  dy  in  the 
u tm oft  diforder. 

Thrice  happy  the  Cymry  when  they  fhall  relate 
How  the  Trinity  delivered  them  from  pall;  calamity. 

Let  not  Dyved  nor  GlywyfTyg  be  alarmed. 

I  he  deputies  ot  the  king  fhall  acquire  no  glory  ;  ICO 

Nor  the  leaders  of  the  Saxons  obtain  forage. 

We  fhall  acquire,”  lay  tney,  u  no  pofieftion  among  them 
Without  paying  the  debt  of  fate  !”  Multitudes  may  they  have 
Of  fatherlefs  fons-—  of  others,  a  fmall  number! 


V.  93.  Clus.  MS. .  1. 
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Trvvy  eiriawl  Dewi  a  feint  Pr-ydyn, 

Hyd  frwd  Argelo  fohawr  allan. 


105 


Dvfgogan  a  wen,  DydcTaw  y  dydd 
Pan  ddyfo  i  wys,  i  un  gyflul, 

Un  gor,  un  gyngor ;  a  Lloegyr  llofgyd, 

Yr  gobaith  Arreiraw  ar  yn  phrydaw  lliiydd 
A  clierdd  arallvro,  a  fo  beunydd. 

Mi  wyv  cwdd  ym  dda  cwdda  cwdd  vydd. 

Dy  chyrchwynt  gyvarth  mal  arth  o  vynydd, 

I  dalu  gwynieith,  gwaed  eu  hennydd, 

Atoi  peleidral  dyval  dyllydd, 

Nid  arbetwy  ear  corph  eu  gilydd: 

Atoi  pen  gaflaw  heb  emennydd : 

Atoi  gwragedd  gweddvv,  a  meirch  gweilydd ; 


Through  the  interceflion  of  Dewi,  and  the  faints  of  Prydyn,  105 
They  fliall  fly  out  of  the  land,  as  far  as  the  ftream  of  Argelo, 


The  prophetic  fong  declares.  The  day  fliall  arrive 
When  men  fliall  afiemble,  unanimous  in  council, 

With  one  heart,  one  defign  j  and  Lloegyr  fliall  be  wailed 

with  fire. 

Arreiraw  fliall  rely  upon  our  tonent  hofits. 

The  alien  fliall  remove— the  Pagan  fliall  be  put  to  flight. 

And  well  I  know,  fuccefs  awaits  us,  whatever  chance  befals. 
Let  flie  Cymry  rufli  to  the  conflict,  like  a  bear  from  the  moun¬ 
tain, 

To  revenge  the  treacherous  murder  of  their  ancefiors: 

And,  in  condenfing  the  quick  piercing  ipears, 

Let  not  friends  prote&  the  bodies  of  each  other, 

Let  them  multiply  the  brainlefs  fkulls  of  German  worthies. 

Let  them  multiply  theii  widowed  matrons,  and  Leeds  without 

>*■ 

riders. 


V.  106.  Arle^o,  MS,  I.  V.  1  IS.  Deeft,  MS.  2. 
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Atoi’r  brein  uthr  rhag  uthur  cedwyr, 

A  lliaws  llaw  amhar,  cyn  gwafcar  lliiydd.  120 

Cennadau  angau  dychyvervydd, 

Pan  favwynt  galanedd  wrth  eu  henydd. 

Ev  dialawr  ar  werth  ei  dreth  beunydd, 

A’r  mynych  genhadau  a’r  gau  liiydd. 

Dygoryu  Cymry  trwy  gy vergyr,  125 

Yn  gywair,  gydair,  gydfon,  gydfydd: 

Dygorvi  Cymry  i  beri  cad, 

A  livvyth  lliaws  gwlad  a  gynhullant, 

A  Human  glan  Dewi  a  ddyrchavant, 

I  dywyffaw  Gwyddyl  drwy  Lieingant:  130 

A  gynheu  Dulyn  genhyn  a  favant, 

Pan  ddyfont  i’r  gad  nid  ymwadant. 


Let  them  multiply  the  greedy  ravens  before  the  valiant  warriors, 

And  let  there  be  many  a  maimed  hand,  before  our  hoft  fe- 

parates.  120 

The  meflengers  of  death  fhall  meet  the  Saxon  chief. 

When  the  carcafies  of  his  men  are  heaped  about  him  : 

We  Hi  all  be  revenged  on  the  Pagan  for  his  oppreffive  tribute, 

His  frequent  ineffages,  and  his  treacherous  army. 

The  Cymry  have  been  victorious  in  the  conflict,  125 

True  to  their  caufe,  of  one  voice,  one  language,  one  faith  : 

The  Cymry  will  again  be  victorious,  demanding  the  fight: 

Their  tribes— the  multitude  of  the  land  will  they  colleCt, 

And  the  facred  banner  of  Dewi  will  they  difplay, 

To  conduCt  the  Gwyddyl  through  Lieingant:  130 

And  the  leaders  of  Dublin  will  Hand  firm  in  our  behalf: 

When  they  come  into  the  battle  they  will  not  defert  the  caufe. 

V.  121,  ad  125.  Defunt  MS.  2.  V.  130.  Leiengant.  MS.  2. 


"To  be  continued \ 
O  o  2 
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FANNY,  BLOOMING  FAIR. 

A  Tranjlation  of  a  celebrated  IVelJh  Song,  by  the  late 
Mr.  David  Nicholas, 

Private  Tutor  at  Aberpergwm ,  near  Neath . 


With  Fanny,  blooming  fair, 

Who  Bill  unrivall’d  reigns, 

What  virgin  can  compare, 

Thro’  all  Silurias  plains; 

Come  Cambrian  bards,  and  wave  a  beauteous  chaplet 
rare, 

Of  fweeteB  BowVs, 

From  P Indus ’  bow’rs. 

For  Fanny  blooming  fair. 

Sweet  lily  of  the  dale, 

The  theme  of  every  fong, 

Her  charms  (hall  hill  prevail, 

O’er  all  the  youthful  throng  ; 

Still  bright  as  morning  dawn,  her  lovely  face  appear ; 
Of  life  the  balm 
She  bears  the  palm, 

Dear  Fanny,  blooming  fair. 

No  pleafure  can  I  tafte, 

But  pour  the  mournful  Brain, 

My  tedious  hours  I  waBe, 

In  forrow,  grief,  and  pain  ; 


If 
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If  you,  clear  lovely  maid,  refufe  to  eafe  my  care, 
Opprefs’d  with  woes, 

My  life  I  clofe, 

Dear  Fanny,  blooming  fair. 

Slow  Neath #  fhall  feek  the  hills, 

And  leave  th’  extended  main, 

Its  hoarfe-refounding  rills, 

The  towering  Beacon\  gain : 

Tho’  high,  o’er  rolling  clouds,  its  lofty  peak  it  rear, 
Whene’er  I  rove, 

Or  ceafe  to  love, 

My  Fanny,  blooming  fair. 

Beneath  thofe  polar  Ikies, 

Where  ftreams  forget  to  flow, 

Where  icy  mountains  rife, 

Wrapp’d  in  eternal  fnow : 

Tho’  tempefts  ’round  me  rav’d  and  fliook  the 
frigid  air, 

With  fond  defire, 

I’d  flrike  the  lyre, 

To  Fanny,  blooming  fair. 

In  all  the  blaze  of  day, 

On  Afric's  utmofl  bound, 

Tho’  Phoebus'  noon-tide  ray, 

Should  parch  the  burning  ground, 

Tho’  fickening  nature  droop,  mid  fcorching  defarts 
bare, 

My  fong  fhould  be, 

Of  love  and  thee, 

Dear  Fanny,  blooming  fair.f 

#  A  river  in  Glamorganthire.  •{-  A  high  mountain  near  Brecon. 

Pojie  me  pigris,  &c.  Horace,  Book  I.  Ode  XXII; 

PpS  '  Thoy 
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Thou  balmy  zephyr  mild, 

Breathe  on  the  hawthorn  pale, 

Soft  April's  model!  child, 

That  decks  the  flowery  vale 

And  then  each  tender  flgh,  perfum’d  with  incenfe 
bear, 

(Thofe  flghs  that  prove 
Unfeigned  love — ) 

To  Fanny,  blooming  fair. 

In  foftefl:  whifpers  fpeak, 

Tier  poet’s  anxious  pain, 

That  faithful  heart  mull  break, 

That  long  has  fighed  in  vain : 

For  foon,  without  one  fmile  to  chace  my  deep  defpair, 
The  yew-tree’s  gloom, 

Muft  fhade  my  tomb, 

Dear  Fanny,  blooming  fair. 


SESSIONS. 
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CHESTER  SPRING  CIRCUIT,  1796. 


AT  the  court  of  great  feffions 
and  gaol  delivery,  holden 
at  Pool,  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Montgomery,  on  Thurfday  the 
17th  March,  1796,  before  *  the 
Honourable  Francis  Burton, 
his  Majefly’s  juHice  there. 

N.  B.  The  court  fat  in  the 
canal  committee  room,  the 
town-hall  being  deemed  unfafe. 

Henry  Evans  was  indidled  for 
Healing  two  oak  boards,  of  the 
value  of  ten-pence,  the  property 
of  George  Chune,  at  Guilsiield, 
on  the  twenty-fir  ft  of  February 
then  1  aft— -was  found  guilty, 
and  fentenced  to  three  months 
imprifonment  in  the  houfe  of 
, correction. 

Mary  Thomas  was  indidled 
for  breaking  and  entering  the 
dweliing-houfe  of  John  Smith, 
,at  Guilsfteld,  in  the  day  time, 
(no  perfpn  being  therein)  on  the 
twelfth  of  November,  1795,  and 
Healing  a  bed  gown,  and  a  waift- 
coat.  She  wars  found  guilty  of 
grand  larceny  of  the  bed-gown 


only  ;  and  was  fentenced  to  one 
year’s  imprifonment,  in  the  houfe 
of  corredlion,  and  to  he  kept  to 
hard  labour  during  that  time. 

The  fame  prifoner  was  alfo 
indited  for  a  ftmilar  offence,  in 
the  houfe  of  William  Thomas, 
was  again  found  guilty  of  grand 
larceny,  and  received  the  like 
fentence  as  on  the  former  in- 
didfment. 

Mary  Griffith  wras  indidled 
for  burglary  in  the  houfe  of 
David  Auftin,  in  the  nigdit  of 
the  feventh  of  February,  then 
laft,  at  Berriew,  and  Healing 
half  a  loaf  of  bread,  and  feveral 
other  articles  of  fmall  value.  She 
was  found  guilty,  and  received 
fentence  of  death,  but  execution 
was  refpited. 

<  ♦ 

At  Ruthin,  Denbighshire, 
TVednejday ,  March  23. 

Mary  Roberts,  (wife  of  Ro¬ 
bert  Roberts)  wras  indidled  for 
Healing  four  pounds  of  linen 
yarn,  value  four  Hiillings,  the 

O  o  4  property 


%  The  Chief  Jufrice  Eearcroft,  who  was  indifpofed  during  this  and  the  next  Circuit, 
died  in  November,  1796,  and  Mr,  Serjeant  Adair  was  appointed  Chief  Juftice  foon 
afterwards^ 
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property  of  William  Jones,  on 
the  tenth  of  February  laft,  at 
Rhiwabon.  She  was  found  guilty 
of  Healing  to  the  value  of  lOd. 
and  fentenced  to  one  month’s 
imprisonment  in  the  houfe  of 
correction,  and  to  be  kept  to 
hard  labour. 

Anne  Lloyd  was  ind idled  for 
burglary,  in  the  houle  of  John 
Bunderhead,  in  the  night  of 
21ft  January  then  laft,  at  Llan- 
raiader  yn  Kinmeirch,  and  Heal¬ 
ing  four  guineas  and  a  half,  a 
wooden  box,  and  a  cloak.  She 
was  found  guilty,  and  received 
Sentence  of  death,  but  execution 
was  refpited. 

William  Pugh  was  indi&ed 
for  Healing  four  guineas,  the 
property  of  William  Owen,  on 
15th  of  February  then  laft,  at 
Llanrwft.  It  appeared  that  the 
prifoner  and  profecutor  had 
flept  in  the  fame  bed,  at  a  pub¬ 
lic  houfe,  where  the  prifoner 
took  the  money  from  the  pro- 
fecutor’s  breeches  pocket.  The 
prifoner  afterwards  fhewed 
where  he  had  hid  three  of  the 
guineas,  which  were  recovered. 
He  was  found  guilty,  and  fen¬ 
tenced  to  fix  months  imprison¬ 
ment  in  the  county  gaol. 

David  Davies  was  indicated  for 
a  mifdemeanor,  in  receiving 
eleven  fheep  fkins,  the  property 


of  James  Roberts,  on  the  16th 
December  then  laft,  at  Denbigh, 
well  knowing  the  fame  to  have 
been  ftolen.  He  was  found 
guilty,  and  fentenced  to  twelve 
months  imprifonment  in  the 
county  goal. 

At  Mold,  Flintshire,  on 
Tuefday ,  March  29 th, 

Elizabeth  Haxlcy,  widow, 
and  Anne  Cathera.ll,  (wife  of 
John  Catherall)  were  feparately 
indiCted  for  Healing  two  bufhels 
of  oats,  value  5s.  and  one  fack, 
value  Is.  the  property  ol  Win. 
Roberts,  on  the  9th  February 
then  laft,  at  Hawarden.  T  hey 
were  both  found  guilty,  and 
fentenced  to  be  tranfported  for 
feven  years,  and  till  tranfported 
to  be  kept  to  hard  labour.  Thefe 
prifoners,  with  a  number  oi 
other  women,  Hopped  the  pro- 
fecutor’s  cart,  on  the  way  from 
North  op  to  Chefter,  and  plun¬ 
dered  it  of  the  oats  with  which 
it  was  laden. 


CHESTER  AUTUMN  CIR¬ 
CUIT,  1796, 

At  Pool,  Montgomeryfhire,  on 
Saturday,  30th  July,  holden 
in  the  Record  Office. 

Thomas  Plummer,  otherwife 
Plomer,  was  indiCled  for  fteal- 


ing 
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mg  one  guinea  and  a  half,  and 
two  fhillings,  the  property  of 
James  Davies,  on  the  9th  of 
April  then  lah,  at  Berriew.  It 
appeared  in  evidence  that  the 
prifoner  had  confehed  his  hav¬ 
ing  holen  the  money  from  a 
pair  of  breeches  of  the  profecu- 
tor,  which  were  hanging  up  in 
his  father’s  houfe,  where  the 
prifoner  came  to  work  as  a  tay- 
lor — on  which  he  was  found 
guilty. 

The  fame  prifoner  was  alfo 
indicted  for  healing  one  guinea 
and  two  fhillings,  the  property 
of  the  fame  James  Davies,  on 
another  day.  The  fame  evi¬ 
dence  was  produced  as  on  the 
former  indictment,  he  was  again 
found  guilty,  and  for  both  of¬ 
fences,  was  fentenced  to  fix 
months  imprifonment,  in  the 
houfe  of  correction,  and  to  be 
kept  to  hard  labour  during  that 
time.  He  had  a  good  charac¬ 
ter,  and  the  above  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  his  firh  offences. 

David  Richards  was  indicted 
for  healing  a  fey  the,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  John  Brees,  on  the  12th 
of  July,  at  Berriew.  The 
feythe  was  found  in  the  pohef- 
hon  of  the  prifoner’s  brother, 
who  had  been  uiing  it ,  and  two 
blackfmiths  proved  altering  it 
for  the  prifoner,  who  faid  it  was 
his.  He  was  found  guilty,  and 


fentenced  to  two  months  impri¬ 
fonment.  lie  had  a  good  cha- 
racter  from  two  farmers. 

John  Thomas  was  indicted 
for  healing  a  hlk  handkerchief, 
the  property  of  Maurice  Wil¬ 
cox,  at  Montgomery,  on  the 
9th  of  June.  It  appeared  that 
he  had  picked  the  profecutor’s 
pocket  at  a  cock-fight.  He  was 
found  guilty,  and  fentenced  to 
one  week’s  imprifonment. 

Ruthin,  Denbighshire, 
Friday,  Augufl  5. 

No  prifoners  for  trial. 

The  goaler  was  fined  for  the 
efcape  of  feveral  prifoners  under 
fentence  of  imprifonment  for 
rioting. 

Mold,  Flintshire,  Thurf- 

day ,  Auguji  11. 

No  prifoner  was  convicted. 


BRECON  CIRCUIT, 

Before  George  Hardinge ,  and 
Abel  Moy fey,  Efqrs.  Juhices, 
&c. 

Glamorganhiire  began  the 
22d  of  March,  1796.  There 
were  eight  caufes  tried,  but  none 

of 
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of  any  importance,  either  as  to 
the  fum  recovered,  or  quefiion 
litigated.  At  this  feffions  there 
were  fix  prifoners,  one  for  bur¬ 
glary,  four  for  grand  larceny, 
and  one  for  obtaining  goods 
under  falfe  pretences. — -Sarah 
Hugh,  for  burglary,  William 
Morgan,  John  Watkins,  and 
Ben.  Cozin,  otherwife  Craw- 
fhay,  for  the  grand  larceny,  and 
Mary  Thomas,  for  the  mifde- 
meanor,  were  convicfed,  and 
Elizabetli  Phillips,  for  larceny, 
acquitted. 

The  cafe  of  John  Watkins, 
though  only  a  larceny,  was 
highly  aggravated;  and  may, 
perhaps,  require  fome  future 
provifions  by  the  legiflature — 
he  was  employed  to  guard  the 
mail  coach  from  Cardiff  to 
Swanfea.  During  the  winter 
Meffrs.  Morgan,  bankers,  at 
Carmarthen,  had  occafion  to 
lend  to  London  for  a  remittance 
in  cafh,  which  was  fent  down 
by  the  coach,  packed  up  in  a 
box— it  was  proved  to  have  been 
put  into  the  coach  at  Cardiff, 
and  was  miffed  at  Swanfea. 
From  fome  fufpicious  circum- 
jfances,  which  affedied  the  pri- 
foner,  he  was  apprehended,  and 
convidted  upon  clear  evidence  ; 
which  was  well  arranged  and 
condudfed,  by  the  attorney  for 
the  profecution  (Mr.  Brown,  of 
Carmarthen).  Upon  this  trial. 


two  obfervations  occur — Firff , 
upon  the  evidence,  which  is, 
how  invariably,  and  uniformly 
the  arch  enemy  of  mankind,  be¬ 
trays  his  followers,  after  they 
are  brought  into  the  noofe. — - 
This  man,  upon  being  accufed 
of  the  crime,  denied  it :  but 
upon  the  conftable’s  faying,  that 
he  muff  have  been  the  man,  for 
that  the  bafket,  in  which  the 
money  was  packed,  was  found 
in  his  houfe,  inflead  ofperfifting 
in  his  denial,  he,  like  the  Foi- 
gard,  in  the  Beaux’s  Stratagem, 
replied,  “  No,  that  can’t  be 
“  true,  for  there  was  no  bafket 
“  about  the  money  ' The 

other  is  upon  the  danger  of  this 
crime,  and  the  difproportion  of 
the  punilhment. 

It  is  the  fafhion  of  the  pre- 
fent  day,  or,  at  leaff,  of  fome 
of  the  modem  enlightened  would 
be  legiflators,  to  exclaim  againfl 
our  laws,  as  being  too  fanguin- 
ary — -and,  particularly,  againfl 
the  exteniion  of  the  penal  laws, 
though  the  crimes  againfl  which 
they  are  levelled,  may  be  new. 
— It  has  been  faid  often,  and 
it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the 
fcale  of  human  punifhments  is 
not, — cannot  be  proportioned  to 
the  degree  of  moral  turpitude, 
but  to  the  facility  of  commif- 
fjon,  the  difficulty  of  dete6lion 
of  the  offence,  and  the  injury  to 
fociety— Upon  this  principle, 


LETTERS. 


judges  have  very  feldom  recom¬ 
mended  mercy  to  be  extended 
to  fervants,  convidled  of  rob¬ 
bing  their  matters.  It  may  be 
worth  while  conttdering,  whe¬ 
ther,  defcending  to  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  this  cafe,  which  may  be 
mifchievous,  whether  an  of¬ 
fender  of  the  defcription  above 
mentioned,  (hould  not  be  fub- 
je6l  to  a  more  exemplary  pun- 
ittnnent  ?  efpecially,  when  the 
rifk  and  amount  of  property, 
frequently  at^  flake,  is  con- 
fidered. 

Breconshire, 

Began  the  29th  of  March.— 
There  were  four  caufes  of  no 
confequence,  and  four  prifoners. 
— One  for  a  capital  offence,— 
horfe  healing,  who  was  ac¬ 
quitted,  the  chief  witnefs  for 
the  profec.ution,  being  at  times 
a  lunatic. — Two  for  a  petty 
larceny,  though  the  commiflion 
of  this  crime  implicated  a  much 
greater,  which,  however,  the 
law,  in  this  cafe,  could  not 
reach :  it  being  no  lefs  than  an 
endeavour  to  prevent  the  free 
pattage  of  grain,  at  a  time  of 
general  fcarcity.  They  were 
con v idled  of  petty  larceny,  but 
being  two  miferable  poor  old  wo¬ 
men,  were  fentenced  to  only  fix 
months  imprifonment :  and  the 
other  remaining  priloner,  fur- 
rendered  herfelf,  and  was  ac¬ 
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quitted  of  healing  hay,  and  fome 
other  effedls  of  fmall  value. 

Radnorshire, 

Began  the  4th  of  April— at 
which  there  were  three  caufes 
tried,  including  a  perfon  for  in¬ 
juring  a  road,  in  which  it  ap- 
peared,  that  the  defendant,  not- 
withftanding  fome  hard  fwear- 
ing  to  the  contrary,  had  amend¬ 
ed  it.  Two  prifoners— one  for 
lheep  healing,  acquitted;  and 
one  found  guilty  of  grand  lar¬ 
ceny. 

SHERIFFS. 

GLAMORGANSHIRE. 

Robert  Hunt ,  A/y. 

BRECONSHIRE. 

Phillip  Champion  Crejpigny , 

Efq. 

John  Prichard,  Efq. 


AUTUMN  CIRCUIT. 

Before  the  fame  Judges. 

Radnorshire, 

Began  on  the  Itt  of  Augutt. 
Three  inhgnificant  caufes  tried, 
and  only  one  prifoner,  who  was 
acquitted. 


Brecon- 


m 


CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1796 


Breconshire, 

Began  on  the  6th  of  Augufl, 
Only  two  caufes,  which  were 
not  worth  noting,  and  no  pri- 
foners. 

Glamorganshire, 

Began  on  the  13th  of  AuguH. 
Eight  caufes,  and  three  prifoners. 
•—Enoch  James,  a  bargeman, 
was  indidfed  for  a  rape,  accom¬ 
panied  wtih  circum fiances  of 
favage  brutality  and  cruelty : 
Unfortunately,  for  the  end  of 
iuftice.  this  wretch  could  not 


be  apprehended,  and  may  be 
now  at  large. 

John  Williams,  who  appears 
to  have  been  an  old  offender, 
and  to  have  been  connedfed 
with  a  defperate  gang  in  Eng¬ 
land,  was  convidted  of  horle 
Healing,  and  of  courfe  fentence 
of  death  paffed  upon  him  ;  but 
afterwards  reprieved.  Lewis 
Thomas,  convidled  of  bigamy, 
upon  a  very  proper  and  public 
fpirited  profecution,  by  the  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  parifh  to  which  he 
was  removed,  and  in  zvhich,  up¬ 
on  an  appeal  to  the  quarter  fej - 
Rons ,  he  zuas  declared  to  he  fet¬ 
tled ;  and  Mary  Briant,  con- 
vidted  of  Healing  duc|cs. 


N.  B.  The  remainder  of  the  Welfh  feffi on s  for  this  year ,  as  well 
in  the  North  as  in  the  Souths  prefented  nothing  of  fujfcicnt  moment 
to  he  noticed.  Whenever  there  Jhall  he  occurrences  in  any  degree  de¬ 
fending  of  publicity ,  zve  Jhall  not  fail  to  record  them  in  the  Cambrian 

Regijler. 
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